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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


OF 


THE SENATE OF THE UNITED 


STATES, 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY 
OF WASHINGTON, MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1822. 


Monpay, December 2, 1822. 

Tne Second Session of the Seventeenth Con- 
gress commenced this day at the City of Wash- 
ington, conformably to the Constitution of the 
United States, and the Senate assembled. 


PRESENT: 


Davin L. Morrit, and Joun F. Parrort, from 
New Hampshire. 

James Lioyp, from Massachusetts. 

Nenemiad R. Knieut, from Rhode Island. 

Exvan BoarpMan, and James Lanman, from 
Connecticut. 

WiuuraM A. Pacer, and Horatio Spymour, 
from Vermont. 

Rurus Kine, and Martin Van Buren, from 
New York. 

Manton Dickerson, from New Jersey. 

Wituiam Finptay, and Water Lowrip, 
from Pennsylvania. 

Caesar A. Ropney, and Nicnoias Van Dyksp, 
from Delaware. 

James’Barsoour, and James PLEasANTS, jr., 
from Virginia. om 

NaTHANIEL Macon, from North Carolina. 

Joun GarLcarp, and Wittiam Situ, from 
South Carolina. 

Ricuarp M. Jonnson, and Isham Ta por, 
from Kentucky. 

Joun H. Eaton, and Jonn Wiuiams, from 
Tennessee. 

Erxaan Auten Brown, and Bensamin Ruc- 
ates, from Ohio. 

James Brown, and Henry Jounson, from 
Louisiana. 

James Nosxe, and Water Tay or, from In- 
diana. 

Davip Hotmes, and Tuomas H. Wi tiams, 
from Mississippi. 

Nintan Epwarps, from Illinois. 

Joun CuHanpier, and Joun Hotmes, from 
Maine. 

Davip Barron, from Missouri. 

Joun GaILuarD, President, pro tempore, resumed 
the Chair. 

James Lioyp, appointed a Senator by the Le- 


FA 


gislature of the State of Massachusetts, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Harrison 
Gray Oris, produced his credentials, was quali- 
fied, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

A quorum of the members being present, a mes- 
sage was, on motion of Mr. Barsoour, sent to the 
House of Representatives, announcing the faet, 
and the readiness of the Senate to proceed to 
business. 

On motion of Mr. Barzour, a committee was 
appointed to join the Committee of the House of 
Representatives to wait on the President of the 
United States, and inform him that the two 
Houses are ready to receive any communication 
from him; and Mr. Kina, of New York, and Mr. 
Macon, were appointed; and the Senate then 
adjourned. 





Tuespay, December 3. 


Danie, D. Tompkins, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate, at- 
tended. 

Mr. Kine, of New York, reported, from the 
joint committee, that they had waited on the 
President of the United States, and that the Pres- 
ident of the United States informed the committee 
that he would make a communication to the two 
Houses this day. 

Mr. LanMAN submitted a proposition for the 
appointment of two Chaplains, to interchange 
weekly between the two Houses of Congress. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The PresipENT communicated a report of the 
Secretary of War, made in obedience to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, of the 29th of April last, re- 
quiring a statement of the number of persons 
placed upon the pension list, up to the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1822, by virtue of the acts of the 18th 
March, 1818, and Ist of May, 1820; and the re- 
port was read, as follows: 


War Department, Dec. 2, 1822. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 29th of April last, requiring from this Department, 
at the present session of Congress, a report of the num- 
ber of persons placed upon the pension list up to the 4th 
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-of September, .822, by virtue of the acts of the 18th of 
March, 1818, and Ist of May, 1820, I have the honor 
“to transmit, herewith, a statement containing the num- 








Officers who served four years, at twenty dol- 
larspermonth -  - <- s© + «© 
Officers who served three years, at twenty dol- 











*ber aforesaid, distinguishing between those who en-| lars per month - - - - - - 79 
‘listed to serve during the war, and those for different | Officers who served two years, at twenty dol- 
‘periods, stating the number of each, and the time lars per month - - - - . - 88 
-served, and the number of the officers who receive | Officers who served one year, at twenty dol- 
twenty dollars per month. lars permonth - - + + = « 168 
I have the honor to be, &c. Officers who served nine months, at twenty dol- 
J. C. CALHOUN. lars per month - - - - - - 23 
To the Hon. the Parsipent of the Senate. — 
Total number of officers = - - - 400 
The following is the number of officers, non-com- orn 
missioned officers, musicians, privates, petty officers, Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served six 
seamen, — a pe ae nt a years 5 ee tar eee e ‘ 4 
on the 4th September, , under the laws of the , i 
of March, 1818, and Ist of May, 1820, who enlisted oe = oh ni — 85 
to serve to the end of the war, with the length of their Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
noes four years - - - - - - 309 
Officers who served seven years, at twenty dol- Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
lars per month - ~~ - . 3 : 7 57 three years - - - - - - 3,513 
Officers who served six years, at twenty dollars Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
Te 8 ee EN eS LOG ree HARI S) gag 
Officers who served five years, at twenty dollars Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
per month - - . 7" : . . 15| one year - - - - - - - 2,750 
-Officers who served four years, at twenty dol- Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
lars per month - . » 3 . - 8 nine months - - - - - - 6814 
Officers who served three years, at twenty dol- en 
RINNE URS 03) 4) wes NOt te 5 | Total number of non-commissioned officers, &c. 8,403 
Officers who served two years, at twenty dol- A 
lars per month - - - : - - 5 eri 
Officers who served one year, at twenty dollars RECAPITULATION, 
r month - - - ie - - 9 | Number of officers who served to the end of the 
Officers who served nine months, at twenty OE ee Pe AE BO Side} 106 
dollars per month - - : : - 1 | Number of officers who did not serve to the end 
— of the war - - - - - - - 400 
Total number of officers’ - - - 166 | Number of non-commissioned officers, &c., who 
— served to the end of the war - - - 3,362 
. bi Number of non-commissioned officers, &c., who 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served did not serve to the end of the war - - 8.403 
Pe PM ce ee 8 «BOT : 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served six Total number - e ‘ a - 12.331 
years - : - - - - - 1,302 oe 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served 
meget tw DT PRESIDEN'T’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
nN oo officers, écc., who served ‘ik ae ry several orders connected with 
ar yee eri eet ae ae ow ah the despatch of business— 
ee ae mane 584 | .. Phe following Message was received from the 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served PresiDENT OF THE UniTep States: 
twoyears- - - - «+ « « 291 | Fellow-citizens of the Senate and 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served House of Representatives : 
oneyear - - - = = * + 102/ Many causes unite to make our present meeting 
Non-commissioned officers, &c., who served peculiarly interesting to our constituents. The ope- 
nine months’ - - - - - : 22 


Total number of non-commissioned officers, &c. 3,362 


_ 


The following is the number of officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, privates, petty officers, 
seamen, and marines, on the United States pension 
list on the 4th of September, 1822, under the laws of 
the 18th of March, 1818, and Ist May, 1820, who did 
not enlist to serve to the end of the war, with the 
length of their service : 


Officers who served six years, at twenty dol- 

lars per month - - - - - - 3 
Officers who served five years, at twenty dol- 

lars per month - - - - - - 13 


ration of our Jaws on the various subjects to which 
they apply, with the amendments which they occa- 
sionally require, iraposes, annually, an important duty 
on the representatives of a free people. Our system 
has happily advanced to such maturity, that I am not 
aware that your cares, in that respect, will be aug- 
mented. Other causes exist which are highly inter- 
esting to the whole civilized world, and to no portion 
of it more so, in certain views, than to the United 
States. Of these causes, and of their bearing on the 
interests of our Union, I shall communicate the senti- 
ments which I have formed with that freedom which 
a sense of duty dictates. It is proper, however, to in- 
vite your attention, in the first instance, to those con- 
cerns respecting which Legislative provision is thought 
to be particularly urgent. 


te. th. see en 
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On the 24th of June last, a Convention of Naviga- 
tion and Commerce was concluded, in this city, be- 
tween the United States and France, by Ministers 
duly authorized for the purpose. The sanction of the 
Executive having been given to this convention under 
a conviction that, taking all its stipulations into view, 
it rested essentially on a basis of reviprocal and equal 
advantage, I deemed it my duty, in compliance with 
the authority vested in the Executive by the second 
section of the act of the last session, of the 6th May, 
concerning navigation, to suspend, by proclamation, 
until the end of the next session of Congress, the op- 
eration of the act, entitled “ An act to impose a new 
tonnage duty on French ships and vessels, and for 
other purposes,” and to suspend, likewise, all other 
duties on French vessels, or the goods imported in 
them, which exceeded the duties on American vessels, 
and on similar goods imported in them. I shall sub- 
mit this convention forthwith to the Senate for its 
advice and consent as to the ratification. 

Since your last session, the prohibition which had 
been imposed on the commerce between the United 
States and the British colonies, in the West Indies 
and on this continent, has likewise been removed. 


ports of those colonies had been opened to the vessels 
of the United States by an act of the British Parlia- 
ment, bearing date on the 24th of June last, on the 
conditions specified therein, I deemed it proper, in 
compliance with the provision of the first section of 
the act of the last session above recited, to declare, by 
proclamation, bearing date on the 24th of August last, 
that the ports of the United States should thencefor- 
ward, and until the end of the next session of Con- 
gress, be open to the vessels of Great Britain employed 


with the dominions in question, will be adjusted, and 
a solid foundation be laid for an active and permanent 
intercourse, which will prove equally advantageous to 
both parties. 

The decision of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia, on the question submitted to him by the 
United States and Great Britain, concerning the con- 
struction of the first Article of the Treaty of Ghent, 
has been received. A Convention has since been 
concluded, between the parties, under the mediation 
of His Imperial Majesty, to prescribe the mode by 
which that article shall be carried into effect, in con- 


vention to the Senate for its advice and consent, as to 
the ratification, and, if obtained, shall immediately 
bring the subject before Congress, for such provisions 
as may require the interposition of the Legislature. 


In compliance with the act of the last session, a ter- 
ritorial government has been established in Florida, 
on the principles of our system. By this act, the in- 
habitants are secured in the full enjoyment of their 
rights and liberties, and to admission into the Union, 
with equal participation in the government with the 
original States, on the conditions heretofure prescribed 
By a clause in the ninth Article 
of the Treaty with Spain, by which that Territory was 
ceded to the United States, it is stipulated that satis- 
faction shall be made for the injuries, if any, which, 
by process of law, shall be established to have been 
suffered, by the Spanish officers, and individual Span- 
ish inhabitants, by the late operations of our troops, in 
Florida. No provision having yet been made, to carry 
that stipulation into effect, it is submitted to the con- 
sideration of Congress, whether it will not be proper 
to vest the competent power, in the district court at 


formity with that decision. I shall submit this Con- 


in that trade, under the limitation specified in that | Pensacola, or in some tribunal, to be specially organ- 
proclamation. ized for the purpose. 

A doubt was entertained whether the act of Con-| The fiscal operations of the year have been more 
gress applied to the British colonies on this continent, successful than had been anticipated at the commence- 
as well as to those in the West Indies; but, as the act | ment of the last session of Congress. 
of Parliament opened the intercourse equally with | ‘The receipts into the Treasury during the three first 
both, and it was the manifest intention of Congress, | quarters of the year, have exceeded the sum of four- 
as well as the obvious policy of the United States, | teen millions seven hundred and forty-five thousand 
that the provisions of the act of Parliament should be | dollars. The payments made at the Treasury during 
met, in equal extent, on the part of the United States, | the same period have exceeded twelve millions two 
and as also the act of Congress was supposed to vest | hundred and seventy-nine thousand dollars; leaving 
in the President some discretion in the execution of it, | in the Treasury on the 30th day of September last, 


Satisfactory evidence having been adduced that the other territories. 
j 
| 


I thought it advisable to give it a corresponding con- 
struction. 

Should the constitutional sanction of the Senate be 
given to the ratification of the Convention with France, 
Legislative provisions will be necessary to carry it 
fully into effect, as it likewise will be to continue in 
force, on such conditions as may be deemed just and 
proper, the intercourse which has been opened between 
the United States and the British colonies. Every 
light in the possession of the Executive, will, in due 
time, be communicated on both subjects. 

Resting essentially on a basis of reciprocal and 
equal advantage, it has been the object of the Execu- 
tive, in transactions with other Powers, to meet the 
propositions of each with a liberal spirit, believing that 
thereby the interest of our country would be most ef- 
fectually promoted. This course has been systemat- 
ically pursued in the late occurrences with France and 
Great Britain, and in strict accord with the views of 
the Legislature. A confident hope is entertained, 
that, by the arrangement thus commenced with each, 
all differences respecting navigation and commerce 


(including one million one hundred and sixty-eight 
thousand five hundred and ninety-two dollars and 
twenty-four cents, which were in the Treasury on the 
first day of January last) a sum exceeding four mil- 
lions one hundred and twenty-eight thousand dollars. 
Besides discharging all demands for the current ser- 
| vice of the year, including the interest and reimburse- 
ment of the public debt, the six per cent. stock of 1796, 
amounting to eighty thousand dollars, has been re- 
deemed. It is estimated that, after defraying the cur- 
rent expenses of the present quarter, and redeeming 
the two millions of six per cent. stock of 1820, there 
will remain in the Treasury, on the first day of Janu- 
ary next, nearly three millions of dollars. It is esti- 
mated that the gross amount of duties which have 
| been secured, from the first of January to the 30th of 
September last, has exceeded nineteen millions five 
hundred thousand dollars, and the amount for the 
whole year will probably not fall short of twenty-three 
millions of dollars. 
Of the actual force in service under the present 
Military Establishment, the posts at which it is sta- 
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tioned, and the condition of each post, a report from | A report from the Secretary of the Navy will com. 
the Secre of War, which is now communicated, | municate the progress which has been made in the 
will give a distinct idea. By like reports, the state of | construction of vessels of war, with other interesting 
the Academy at West Point will be seen, as will be | details respecting the actual state of the affairs of 
the progress which has been made on the fortifications | that department. It has been found necessary for the 
along the coast, and at the National Armories and | protection of our commerce, to maintain the usual 
Arsenals. squadrons on the Mediterranean, the Pacific, and 
The position on the Red River, and that at the | along th» Atlantic coast, extending the cruises of the 
Sault of St. Marie, are the only new posts that have | latter into the West Indies, where piracy, organized 
been taken. These posts, with those already occupied | into a system, has preyed on the commerce of every 
in the interior, are thought to be well adapted to the | country trading thither. A cruise has also been main- 
tion of our frontiers. All the force, not placed | tained on the coast of Africa, when the season would 
in the garrisons along the coast, and in the ordnance | permit, for the suppression of the slave trade; and 
depots, and indispensably necessary there, is placed on | orders have been given to the commanders of all our 
the frontiers. public ships to eeize our own vessels, should they find 
The organization of the several corps composing the | any engaged in that trade, and to bring them in for 
army, is such as to admit its expansion to a great | adjudication. 
extent, in case of emergency, the officers carrying with 
them all the light which they possess to the new corps, | may explain the cause why other Powers have not 
to which they might be appointed. combined against it. By the documents communi- 
With the organization of the staff, there is equal | cated, it will be seen that the efforts of the United 
cause to be satisfied. By the concentration of every | States to suppress it, have had a very salutary effect. 
branch, with its chief in this city, in the presence of | The benevolent provision of the act, under which the 
the Department, and with a grade, in the chief mil- | protection has been extended alike to the commerce 
itary station, to keep alive and cherish a military spirit, | of other nations, cannot fail to be duly appreciated by 
the greatest promptitude in the execution of orders, | them. 
with the greatest economy and efficiency, are secured. In compliance with the act of the last session, en- 
The same view is taken of the Military Academy. | titled ‘An act to abolish the United States’ Trading 
Good order is preserved in it, and the youth are well | Establishments,” agents were immediately appointed, 
instructed in every science connected with the great | and instructed, under the direction of the Secretary 
objects of the Institution. They are also well trained | of the Treasury, to close the business of the trading- 
and disciplined in the practical parts of the profession. | houses among the Indian tribes, and to settle the ac- 
It has been always found difficult to control the ardor | counts of the factors and sub-factors engaged in that 
inseparable from that early age, in such manner as to | trade, and to execute, in all other respects, the in- 
give it a proper direction. The rights of manhood | junctions of that act, in the mode prescribed therein. 
are too often claimed, prematurely ; in pressing which | A final report of their proceedings shall be communi- 
too far, the respect which is due to age, and the obe- | cated to Congress as soon as it is received. 


In the West Indies piracy is of recent date, which 


dience necessary to a course of study and instruction, 
in every such institution, are sometimes lost sight of. 
The great object to be accomplished is the restraint of 
that ardor, by such wise regulations and government, 
as, by ditecting all the energies of the youthful mind 


to the attainment of useful knowledge, will keep it | gj 


within a just subordination, and at the same time 


It is with great regret I have to state that a serious 
malady has deprived us of many valuable citizens at 
Pensacola, and checked the progress of some of those 
arrangements which ate important to the territory. 
This effect has been sensibly felt in respect to the In- 
ans who inhabit that territory, consisting of the 


remnants of several tribes, who occupy the middle 


elevate it to the highest purposes. This object seems | ground between St. Augustine and Pensacola, with 


to be essentially obtained in this Institution, and with | extensive claims, but undefined boundaries. Although 
great advantage to the Union. peace is preserved with those Indians, yet their posi- 

The Military Academy forms the basis, in regard | tion and claims tend essentially to interrupt the inter- 
to science, on which the Military Establishment rests. | course between the eastern and western parts of the 
It furnishes annually, after due examination, and on | territory, on which our inhabitants are principally 
the report of the academic staff, many well informed | settled. It is-essential to the growth and prosperity 
youths to fill the vacancies which occur in the several | of the territory, as well as to the interests of the 
corps of the army, while others, who retire to private | Union, that these Indians should be removed, by spe- 
life, carry with them such attainments, as, under the | cial compact with them, to some other position, or 
right reserved to the several States to appoint the | concentrated within narrower limits where they are. 
officers and to train the militia, will enable them, by | With the limited means in the power of the Execu- 
affording a wider field for selection, to promote the | tive, instructions were given to the Governor to ac- 
great object of the power vested in Congress, of pro- | complish this object, so far as it might be practicable, 
viding for the organizing, arming, and disciplining | which was prevented by the distressing malady refer- 
the militia. Thus, by the mutual and harmonious | red to. To carry it fully into effect, in either mode, 
co-operation of the two Governments, in the execu- | additional funds will be necessary, to the provision of 
tion of a power divided between them, an object al- | which the powers of Congress alone are competent. 
ways to be cherished, the attainment of a great result, | With a view to such provision as may be deemed 
on which our liberties may depend, cannot fail to be | proper, the subject is submitted to your considera- 
secured. I have to add, that, in proportion as our | tion, and, in the interim, further proceedings are sus- 
regular force is small, should the instruction and dis- | pended. 


cipline of the militia, the great resource on which we | It appearing that so much of the act entitled “An 


rely, be pushed to the utmost extent that circum- | act regulating the staff of the Army,” which passed 
on the 14th April, 1818, as relates to the Commissa- 


stances will udmit. 
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riat, will expire in April next, and the practical opera- 
tion of that department having evinced its great utility, 
the propriety of its renewal is submitted to your con- 
sideration. 


The view which has been taken of the probable pro- 
ductiveness of the lead mines, connected with the 
importance of the material to the public defence, makes 
it expedient that they should be managed with peculiar 
care. It is therefore suggested whether it will not 
comport with the public interest to provide by law for 
the appointment of an agent skilled in mineralogy, to 
superintend them, under the direction of the proper 
department. 


It is understood that the Cumberland road, which | 
was constructed at a great expense, has already suffered 
from the want of that regular superintendence, and 
of those repairs, which are indispersable to the preser- 
vation of such a work. This road is of incalculable 
advantage, in facilitating the intercourse between the 
Western and the Atlantic States. Through it, the 
whole country from the northern extremity of Lake 
Erie to the Mississippi, and from all the waters which 
empty into each, finds an easy and direct communica- 
tion to the seat of Government, and thence to the 
Atlantic. The facility which it affords to all military 
and commercial operations, and also to those of the 
Post Office Department, cannot be estimated too highly. 
This great work is likewise an ornament and an honor 
to the nation. Believing that a competent power to 
adopt and execute a system of internal improvement 
has not been granted to Congress, but that such a 
power, confined to great national purposes, and with 
proper limitations, would be productive of eminent 
advantage to our Union, I have thought it advisable 
that an amendment of the Constitution, to that effect, 
should be recommended to the several States. A bill 
which assumed the right to adopt and execute such a 
system having been presented for my signature, at the 
last session, I was compelled, from the view which I 
had taken of the powers of the General Government, 
to negative it, on which occasion [ thought it proper 
to communicate the sentiments which I had formed, 
on mature consideration, on the whole subject. To 
that communication, in all the views in which the 
great interest to which it relates, may be supposed to 
merit your attention, I have now to refer. Should 
Congress, however, deem it improper to recommend 
such an amendment, they have, according to my judg- 
ment, the right to keep the road in repair, by providing 
for the superintendence of it, and appropriating the 
money necessary for repairs. Surely, if they had the 
right to appropriate money to make the road, they 
have a right to appropriate it to preserve the road from 
ruin. From the exercise of this power no danger is 
to be apprehended. Under our happy system, the 
people are the sole and exclusive fountain of power. 
Each government originates from them, and to them 
alone, each to its proper constituents, are they respec- 
tively and solely responsible, for the faithful discharge 
of their duties, within their constitutional limits. And 
that the people will confine their public agents, of every 
station, to the strict line of their constitutional duties, 
there is no cause’to doubt. Having, however, com- 
municated my sentiments to Congress, at the last 
session, fully, in the document to which I have referred, 
Tespecting the right of appropriation, as distinct from 
the right of jurisdiction and sovereignty over the terri- 


‘ tory in question, I deem it improper to enlarge on the 


subject here. 


From the best information that I have heen able to 
obtain, it appears that our manufactures, though de- 
pressed immediately after the peace, have considerably 
increased, and are still increasing, under the encour- 
agement given them by the tariff of 1816, and by sub- 
sequent laws. Satisfied I am, whatever may be the 
abstract doctrine in favor of unrestricted commerce, 
provided all nations would concur in it, and it was not 
liable to be interrupted by war, which has never 
occurred, and cannot be expected, that there are other 
strong reasons applicable to our situation, and rela- 
tions with other countries, which impose on us the 
obligation to cherish and sustain our manufactures. 
Satisfied, however, I likewise am, that the interest of 
every part of our Union, even of those most benefited 
by manufactures, requires that this subject should be 
touched with the greatest caution, and a critical know- 
ledge of the effect to be produced by the slightest 
change. On full consideration of the subject, in all its 
relations, I am persuaded that a further augmentation 
may now be made of the duties on certain foreign 
articles, in favor of our own, and without affecting, 
injuriously, any other interest. For more precise de- 
tails, I refer you to the communications which were 
made to Congress during the last session. 


So great was the amount of accounts for moneys 
advanced during the late war, in addition to others of 
a previous date, which, in the regular operations of 
the Government, necessarily remained unsettled, that 
it required a considerable length of time for their ad- 
justment. By a report from the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury, it appears that on the fourth of March, 
1817, the accounts then unsettled amounted to one 
hundred and three millions sixty-eight thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-six dollars and forty-one cents, 
of which, on the 30th of September of the present 
year, ninety-three millions one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand three hundred and ninety-six dollars 
and fifty-six cents had been settled; leaving on that 
day a balance unsettled of nine millions eight hundred 
and ninety-three thousand four hundred and seventy- 
nine dollars and eighty-five cents. ‘That there have 
been drawn from the Treasury, in paying the public 
debt, and sustaining the Government in all its opera- 
tions and disbursements since the 4th of March, 1817, 
one hundred and fifty-seven millions one hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand three hundred and eighty dollars 
and ninety-six cents, the accounts for which have been 
settled to the amount of one hundred and thirty-seven 
millions five hundred and one thousand four hundred 
and fifty one dollars and twelve cents; leaving a bal- 
ance unsettled of nineteen millions six hundred and 
ninety-seven thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
dollars and eighty-four cents. For precise details re- 
specting each of these balances, I refer to the report 
of the Comptroller, and the documents which accom- 
pany it. 

From this view it appears that our commercial dif- 
ferences with France and Great Britain have been 
placed in a train of amicable arrangement, on condi- 
tions fair and honorable in both instances to each par- 
ty; that our finances are in a very productive state, 
our revenue being at present fully competent to all 
the demands upon it; that our military force is well 
organized in all its branches, and capable of rendering 
the most important service, incase of emergency, that 
its number will admit of; that due progress has been 
made, under existing appropriations, in the construc- 
tion of fortifications, and in the operations of the 
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Ordnance Department; that due progress has, in like | traordinary moderation with which it has been con. 
manner, been made in the construction of ships of | ducted. That it may promote the happiness of both 
war; that cur Navy is in the best condition, felt and | nations, is the ardent wish of this whole people, to the 
respected in every sea in which it is employed for | expression of which we confine ourselves; for, what. 
the protection of our commerce; that our manufac- | ever may be the feelings or sentiments which every 
tures have augmented in amount and improved in | individual under our Government has a right to in- 
quality ; that great progress has been made in the settle- | dulge and express, it is, nevertheless, a sacred maxim, 
ment of accounts, and in the recovery of the balances | equally with the Government and people, that the 
due by individuals ; and that the utmost economy is | destiny of every independent nation, in what relates 
secured and observed in every Department of the Ad- | to such improvements, of right belongs, and ought to 
ministration. | be left, exclusively to themselves. 

Other objects will likewise claim your attention;! Whether we reason from the late wars, or from 
because, from the station which the United States hold | those menacing symptoms which now appear in Eu- 
as a member of the great community of nations, they | rope, it is manifest that, if a convulsion should take 
have rights to maintain, duties to perform, and dan- | place in any of those countries, it will proceed from 
gers to encounter. causes which have no existence, and are utterly un- 
A strong hope wos entertained that peace would ere | known in these States, in which there is but one or- 
this have been concluded between Spain and the inde- | der, that of the people, to whom the sovereignty ex- 
pendent Governments south of the United States in | clusively belongs. Should war break out in any of 
this hemisphere. Long experience having evinced the | those countries, who can foretell the extent to which 
competency of those Governments to maintain the | it may be carried, or the desolation which it may 
independence which they had declared, it was pre- | spread? Exempt as we are from these causes, our 
sumed that the considerations which induced their | internal tranquillity is secure; and, distant as we are 
recognition by the United States, would have had equal | from the troubled scene, and faithful to first principles, 
weight with other Powers, and that Spain herself, | in regard to other Powers, we might reasonably pre- 
yielding to those magnanimous feelings of which her | sume that we should not be molested by them. This, 
history furnishes so many examples, would have ter- | however, ought not to be calculated on as certain. 
minated, on that basis, a controversy so unavailing, | Unprovoked injuries are often inflicted, and even the 
and at the same time so destructive. We still cherish | peculiar felicity of our situation might, with some, be 
the hope that this result will not long be postponed. | a cause for excitement and aggression. The history 

Sustaining our neutral position, and allowing to | f the late wars in Europe furnishes a complete de- 
each party, while the war continues, equal rights, it is | MOMstration that no system of conduct, however cor- 
incumbent on the United States to claim of each, with | tect in principle, can protect neutral Powers from in- 
equal rigor, the faithful observance of our rights, ac- | JUty from any party ; that a defenceless position, and 
cording to the well-known law of nations. From distinguished love of peace, are the surest invitations 
each, therefore, a like co-operation is expected in the | t® War; and that there is no way to avoid it, other 
suppression of the piratical practice which has grown than by being always prepared, and willing, for just 
out of this war, and of blockades of extensive coasts | C#Use, to meet it. If there be a people on earth whose 
on both seas, which, considering the small force em- | ore especial duty it is to be at all times prepared to 
ployed to sustain them, have not the slightest founda- | defend the rights with which they are blessed, and to 
tion to rest on. surpass all others in sustaining the necessary burdens, 

Europe is still unsettled, and although the war long | 494 in submitting to sacrifices to make such prepara- 
menaced between Russia and Turkey has not broken | 40ns, it is undoubtedly the people of these States. 
out, there is no certainty that the differences between When we see that a civil war, of the most frightful 
those Powers will be amicably adjusted. It is impossi- | character, rages from the Adriatic to the Black Sea; 
ble to look to the oppressions of the country, respect- | that strong symptoms of war appear in other parts, 
ing which those differences arose, without being deep- | proceeding from causes which, should it break out, 
ly affected. The mention of Greece fills the mind with | may become general, and be of long duration; that 
the most exalted sentiments, and arouses in our bo- | the war still continues between Spain and the Inde- 
soms the best feelings of which our nature is suscep- | pendent Governments, her late provinces, in this hem- 
tible. Superior skill and refinement in the arts, heroic | isphere ; that it is likewise menaced between Portugal 
gallantry in action, disinterested patriotism, enthusi- and Brazil, in consequence of the attempt of the latter 
astic zeal and devotion in favor of public liberty, are | to dismember itself from the former ; and that a system 
associated with our recollections of ancient Greece. | of piracy, of great extent, is maintained in the neigh- 
That such a country should have been overwhelmed, | boring seas, which will require equal vigilance and 
and so long hidden, as it were, from the world, under | decision to suppress it, the reasons for sustaining the 
a gloomy despotism, has been a cause of unceasing | attitude which we now hold, and for pushing forward 
and deep regret to generous minds for ages past. It | all our measures of defence with the utmost vigor, ap- 
was natural, therefore, that the reappearance of these | pear to me to acquire new force. 
people in their original character, contending in favor The United States owe to the world a great exam- 
of their liberties, should produce that great excitement | ple, and, by means thereof, to the cause of liberty and 
and sympathy in their favor, which have been so sig- | humanity, a generous support. They have so far suc- 
nally displayed throughout the United States. A | ceeded, to the satisfaction of the virtuous and enlight- 
strong hope is entertained that these people will reco- | ened of every country. There is no reason to doubt 
ver their independence, and resume their equal station | that their whole movement will be regulated by 4 
among the nations of the earth. sacred regard to principle, all our institutions being 

A great effort has been made in Spain and Portuga! | founded on that basis. The ability to support our 
to improve the condition of the people, and it must be | own cause, under any trial to which it may be ex- 
very consoling, to all benevolent minds, to see the ex- | posed, is the great point on which the public solicitude 
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rests. It has been often charged against free Govern- 
ments, that they have neither the foresight nor the 
virtue to provide, at the proper season, for great emer- 
gencies; that their course is improvident and expen- 
sive ; that war will always find them unprepared, and 
whatever may be its calamities, that its terrible warn- 
ings will be disregarded and forgotten as soon as peace 
returns. I have full confidence that this charge, so 
far as relates to the United States, will be shown to 
be utterly destitute of truth. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Wasuineton, Dec. 3, 1822. 


The Message and accompanying documents 
were read, and three thousand copies thereof or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Van Boren presented the memorial of 
Ebenezer Stevens and others, praying that Con- 
gress would afford them relief on account of a de- 
mand against the United States, arising out of 
certain contracts entered into with Robert Morris, 
Esq., for the supply of provisions to the Army of 
the United States during the Revolutionary war; 
the memorial was read, and laid on the table. 





Wepnespay, December 4. 


Nicuotas Ware, from the State of Georgia, 
attended. 

The several orders respecting Chaplains, mes- 
sengers, newspapers, &c., proposed yesterday, were 
concurred in. 

Mr. Nose proposed a resolution to proceed, on 
Friday next, to the election of a Chaplain, which 
proposition lies on the table until to-morrow. 





Tuurspay, December 5. 


Jesse B. Tuomas, from the State of Illinois, 
attended. 

The Senate adopted a resolution to proceed on 
Monday next to the appointment of its standing 
committees. 

Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, gave notice that he 
should, on Monday next, ask leave to introduce a 
bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

Mr. Barton gave notice, that he should, on 
Monday next, ask leave to bring ina bill con- 
cerning the lands to be granted to the State of Mis- 
souri for the purposes of education, and other pub- 
lic uses. 

The Senate then adjourned to Monday next. 





Monpay, December 9. 


Samvet L. Sovrnarp, from the State of New 
Jersey, arrived on the sixth instant, and attended 
this day. 

Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
tion of William Thornton, stating that he took out 
a patent, on the 16th of January, 1809, for certain 
improvements, including particularly a boiler; 
praying a renewal thereof, it never having as yet 
produced him any advantages whatever ; the peti- 
tion was read, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PLeasants, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Chaplain, and on count- 
ing the ballots, they stood as follows: 


Standing Committees. 





SENATE. 
For the Rev. Cuartes McILvAINE - - 23 
Rev. Joun Brice “ - - 9 


Mr. Mcltvaine, having received a majority of 
the whole number of votes, was accordingly 
elected. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresIDENT oF THE Unitrep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, of 
the 8th of May last, requesting “ information relative 
to the Copper Mines on the southern shore of Lake 
Superior; their number, value, and position; the 
names of the Indian tribes who claim them ; the prac- 
ticability of extinguishing their titles ; and the proba- 
ble advantages which may result to the Republic from 
the acquisition, and working these mines ;” I herewith 
transmit a report from the Secretary of War, which 
comprises the information desired in the resolution re- 
ferred to. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasurneton, December 7, 1822. 

The Message and accompanying report were 
read. 

Mr. Barsour presented the petition of a num- 
ber of merchants, and others, of the city of Rich- 
mond, in Virginia, praying Congress to cause to be 
erected, within that collection district, a hospital 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen ; the pe- 
tition was read; and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Van Buren presented the petition of James 
Byers, of the city and State of New York, who 
was a contractor for supplying rations to the 
troops of the United States, within the States of 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and 
New Hampshire, for one year, from the first of 
June, 1814, praying relief in the settlement of his 
accounts, for reasons stated in the petition ; which 
was read; and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. Dickerson submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed, who, with three members of the House of 
Representatives, to be appointed by that House, shall 
have the direction of the money appropriated to the 
purchase of books and maps for the use of the two 
Houses of Congress. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The Senate then, according to the order of the 
day, proceeded to the appointment (by ballot, 
agreeably to the practice of the Senate,) of the 
standing committees ; and they were successively 
appointed, as follows: 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Barsour, Brown, 
of Louisiana, Macon, Kine, of New York, Et- 
LIOTT. 

On Finance—Messrs. Lowrit, Hoimes, of 
Maine, Van Buren, Eaton, Macon. 

On Commerce and Manufactures—Messrs. Dick- 
ERSON, Ruaeies, D’Wotr, Finptay, LANMAN. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Witutams, of 
Tennessee, CHanpLer, TayLor, Jonnson, of 
Kentucky, Evuiorr. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Nosie, Seymour, 
Sroxes, Lanman, CHANDLER. 
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On Naval Affairs—Messrs. PLeasants, WIL- 
uiaMs, of Mississippi, Parrott, Ware, Lroyp, 
of Massachusetts. 

On the Public Lands—Messrs. Van Dyke, 
Tuomas, Lowrise, Eaton, Benton. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Jounson, of Loui- 
siana, Jounson, of Kentucky, Houmes, of Mis- 
sissippi, Kine, of Alabama, Benron. 

On Claims—Messrs. Ruacies, BoarpMan, VAN 
Dyxe, Barron, Morri. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Smirn, Soursarp, 
Van Buren, Houmas, of Maine, Brown, of Ohio. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Pat- 
MER, Stokes, Barron, Cuanpter, Kine, of Al- 
abama. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Nosie, Seymour, Ea- 
ron, Wars, Exuiorr. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Barzour, 
Luoyp, of Maryland, D’Wo tr, Sournarp, Lan- 
MAN. 

On the Contingent Expenses of the Senate—Messrs. 
Macon, Lowrip, LAnMAN. 








Tuespay, December 10. 


E.ijan H. Mixus, from the State of Massa- 
chusetts ; and, also, Tuomas H. Benton, from 
the State of Missouri, severally attended this day. 

Mr. Pieasants called up the petition, hereto- 
fore presented, of Joseph Janney, praying com- 
pensation for buildings, and other property, de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the late war with 
Great Britain, in consequence of the occupancy 
thereof by the militia; and the petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, gave notice that 
to-morrow he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
to enable the holders of French, British, and 
Spanish titles to lands within the State of Louisi- 
ana, which have not been recognised as valid by 
the Government of the United States, to institute 
proceedings to try the validity thereof, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, presented the me- 
morial of Edward De Krafft, praying the aid of 
Congress to a proposed publication, comprising a 
selection of public documents. The memorial was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Knicurt called up the petition, presented at 
the last session of Congress, of Jacob Babbitt, 
merchant, of the port of Bristol, in the State of 
Rhode Island, praying the remission of duties on 
a large quantity of sugar, which was totally de- 
stroyed by the great storm on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, 1815, as stated in the petition; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Barron presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Lillard and Ray counties, in 
the State of Missouri, praying the division of the 
present Howard Land Distriet, and the establish- 
ment of an additional land office; the petition 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. Parrott gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
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the purchase of a number of copies of the sixth 
volume of the Laws of the United States. 

Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, called up the 
petition, presented at the last session of Congress, 
of Walley and Foster, eT a benefit of 
drawback on pepper, exported. The petition was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


Recent information of the multiplied outrages and 
depredations which have been committed on our sea- 
men and commerce, by the pirates, in the West In- 
dies and Gulf of Mexico, exemplified by the death of 
a very meritorious officer, seems to call for some 
prompt and decisive measures on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. All the public vessels adapted to that ser- 
vice, which can be spared from other indispensable 
duties, are already employed in it; but, from the 
knowledge which has been acquired of the places 
from whence these outlaws issue, and to which they 
escape from danger, it appears that it will require a 
particular kind of force, capable of pursuing them 
into the shallow waters to which they retire, effectu- 
ally to suppress them. I submit to the consideration 
of the Senate the propriety of organizing such force 
for that important object. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasainoton, December 9, 1822. 


The Message was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The following Message was also received from 
the Presippent or Tne Unirep States: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of 
the 22d February last, “requesting the President of 
the United States to cause to be collected and com- 
municated to the Senate, at the commencement of the 
next session of Congress the best information which 
he may be able to obtain, relative to certain Chris- 
tian Indians, and the lands intended for their benefit, 
on the Muskingum, in the State of Ohio, granted 
under an act of Congress of June Ist, 1790, to the 
Society of the United Brethren for propagating the 
Gospel among the Heathen ; showing, as correctly as 
possible, the advance or decline of said Indians in 
numbers, morals, and intellectual endowments; whe- 
ther the lands have inured to their sole benefit, and if 
not, to whom, in whole or in part, have such benefits 
accrued ;” I transmit a report from the Secretary of 
War, with the accompanying documents. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasuinctron, December 9, 1822. 


The Message and accompanying documents 
were read, and ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution for the appointment of a joint commit- 
tee on the arrangements for the Library of Con- 
gress ; and, having agreed thereto, Messrs. Dick- 
ERSON, E.uioTt, and MILLs, were appointed the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 


I now transmit to both Houses of Congress, the re- 
port of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, made 
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in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, passed the 
28th day of January, 1818. 
JAMES MONROE. 

Decemper 10, 1822. 

The Message and accompanying report were | 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. Barton submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing further provisions, by law, regulating the leasing | 


Imprisonment for Debt. 


SENATE. 
much honor and glory as any one act of her ad- 
ministration since her admission into the Union. 
Mr. J. said he was anxious to see this system 
adopted by Congress, and extended to every branch 
of the Federal Judiciary, that the liberty of the 
citizen might be secure, and the public confidence 


| increase in that branch of the General Govern- 


ment. He believed that the right of the States to 
exercise such a power had not been questioned. In 
fact, it had been decided by the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the case of Sturgis vs. Crown- 
inshield, that a State had the right to pass laws 


and working of the lead mines of the United States. | releasing the body of the debtor from imprison- 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. Barton asked and | ™¢nt- 
obtained leave to introduce a bill concerning the | Mr. Kina, of New York, here suggested whether 


lands granted to the State of Missouri for the | it was in order to enter into a discussion of the 


: merits of the bill in this stage of its progress. 
rarer of education and other public uses. The i alias, Semeinne replied: that. he-had intended 


ill was read, and passed to the second reading. | i ihe ter tema 1 yi 
On motion by Mr. Van Buren, the petition of | ™¢tely to submit a few introductory general views 


Ebenezer Stevens and others, praying the adjust- | of the subject. If, however, his remarks were un- 


ment of their claim against the United States, | #°°° table to the Senate, or uninteresting to the 


presented on the 3d instant, was referred to the | S°o¥eman from New York, he would give way to 


Committee of Claims. x ee eee give way to the gen- 
| . 
IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. | Mr. Kine felt certainly no indisposition to hear 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, | the remarks of Mr. J., but he thought them not 
having obtained leave; introduced a bill to abolish | strictly in order. 
imprisonment for debt, by the courts of the United | Mr. Jonson said he would proceed, as nothing 


States; and the bill was twice read by general | 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, said, that, in pur- | 
suance of notice given on a former occasion, he 
would now ask leave to introduce a bill to abolish | 


else appeared to claim the attention of the Senate. 
He was about to remark upon the operation of the 


system in Kentucky ; and the difficulties that had 


arisen there from the emanation of the ca. sa. from 
the Federal Judiciary, the law of that State to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Very early after the 


imprisonment for debt. He was prepared to have | organization of the Federal Government, Con- 
presented it yesterday, but he did not wish to inter- | gress had adopted the execution laws of each 
rupt the course of business then before the Senate. | State, to be the rule of government for its courts, 
He did not intend, now, to make many remarks | located in the several States. The execution laws 
on this motion, reserving to himself the privilege | of the several States were widely different. Dur- 
of investigating the subject more fully, when its | ing the late troubles in Kentucky it was made a 
merits should be more properly before the Senate. | question, what was the intention of Congress in 
He was happy to learn, he said, that he should | relation to this subject? Whether it was intended 
have assistance in his exertions from some honor- | to recognise the execution laws then in force, and 
able members, whilst he expected opposition from | make them like the laws of the Medes and Per- 
others. The subject had been before Congress two | sians, irrevocable; or to recognise and conform 
or three sessions previous, and the uniform result | to the systems of the different States, as they 
had been favorable reports from select committees, | should be modified. Although a diversity of opin- 
to whom it had been referred, without any final | ion existed among the most eminent counsel of 
decision, for the want of time. He hoped, at the | the State, the Federal Court in Kentucky had 
present session, the measure would be adopted or | decided that the execution laws of the State, as 
decisively rejected. Mr. J. said, he was actuated | modified, were to control the Federal Court pro- 
by several considerations in making this motion. | cess. He believed this a correct decision. Since 
The most important was a thorough conviction | the passage of the law abolishing imprisonment 
of the propriety of the measure. Another induce- | for debt, application had been made to the Fede- 
ment was, that it accorded with the sentiments of | ral Court in Kentucky for the ca. sa. The court 
the State which he had the honor in part to rep- | refused to grant it, and an appeal had been taken 





resent. The Kentucky Legislature had already | to the Supreme Court. After this decision of the 


adopted the measure; and though her relief mea- 
sures had produced some discontent with distant 
journals, still this part of her system had met with 
something like general approbation, so far as he 
could ascertain public sentiment. He had no 
doubt time would prove the justice, and wisdom 
of her whole system, but in relation to this partic- 
ular branch of it, (he meant the abolishing of im- 
prisonment for debt,) it gave her claims to as 


court, that ‘the body of the debtor could not be 
taken, he was surprised to find that instances had 
occurred in which the clerk of the court had 
issued the ca. sa., and it had been executed by the 
deputy marshal. Mr. J. was convinced, from the 
information he had received, that this procedure 
had taken place in consequence of some misun- 
derstanding as to the extent of the opinion of the 
court; and he hoped the practice would conform 
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to the statutes of the States, until the ultimate de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, or until it could be 
ascertained whether Congress would expressly, by 
law, abolish imprisonment for debt; or whether 
they would modify the law and make it more de- 
finite and precise. He was happy to believe that 
public sentiment was in favor of this measure; 
and he conceived this sentiment to be something 
like an instruction to Congress. He was happy 
to find that the Governor of South Carolina, in 
his excellent message, had recommended this sub- 
ject to the consideration of the Legislature of that 
State. 

Mr. J. concluded, by expressing a hope that, in 
offering these brief views, he had not trespassed 
on the rules of the Senate. The remarks he 
had offered were not for the pleasure of talking, 
but were drawn from him by a sense of duty— 
believing that the importance of the subject de- 
manded the early attention of Congress. 





Wenpnespay, December 11. 


James D’Wotr, from the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, attended this 


day. 
Mr. TaLsor submitted the following motions 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s Message 
as relates to the repairs, preservation, and superin- 
tendence of the national road from Cumberland to 
Wheeling, be referred to a select committee, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That that part of the President’s Message 
which recommends the adoption of an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, which shall 
vest in the Congress thereof, powers adequate to the 
adoption and carrying into effect a system of internal 
improvements throughout the Union, be referred to a 
select committee to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the tenth instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Public Lands to inquire into the 
expediency of making further provisions, by law, 
regulating the leasing and working the lead mines 
of the United States, and agreed thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. Lowris, the Message from 
the President of the United States, together with 
the accompanying report of the Secretary of War, 
on the number, value, and position, of the copper 
mines, on the southern shore of Lake Superior, 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
to consider and report thereon. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Jounson, of 
Louisiana, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill to enable the holders of French, British, and 
Spanish titles to lands within the State of Louisi- 
ana, which have not been recognised as valid by 
the Government of the United States, to institute 
proceedings to try the validity thereof, and for other 
purposes. The bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

The bill concerning the lands to be granted to 
the State of Missouri for the purposes of education, 
and for other purposes, was read the second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re. 
quested to lay before the Senate a statement, exhibit. 
ing the amount, in the aggregate, of the goods, wares, 
‘and merchandise, exported from the United States to 
France, and imported from thence, in each year, from 
and after the year 1814, to the year 1820; discrimi- 
nating, in the exports, between articles of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United States, and 
those of foreign countries; and, also, stating the na- 
tional character of the vessels in which such exports 
and imports have been made. 





Tuoursvay, December 12. 


Mr. Barsoor presented the petition of Rebecca 
Hodgson, widow and representative of Joseph 
Hodgson, deceased, praying the payment of inter- 
est on a sum allowed to her. The petition was 
read, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion, by Mr. Barsovr, so much of the 
Message of the President of the United States as 
respects our relations with foreign nations, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Houtmes, of Mississippi, called up the peti- 
tion of John M. Whitney, and John Snodgrass, in 
behalf of the legal representatives of Alexander 
Montgomery, deceased, praying that a law may 
Le passed, directing a warrant to be issued to them 
for a quantity of land, in the State of Mississippi, 
as an indemnity for a like quantity of their land 
improperly disposed of by the register and receiver 
of the land office west of Pearl river; and the pe- 
tition was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

Mr. Ruaa@.es presented the petition of Daniel 
Seward, stating that he purchased a tract of land 
of the United States, lying in the State of Ohio, 
and that a part thereof hath been taken from him 
by judicial process, and praying a reimbursement 
of the money paid for such part, together with the 
amount of his costs, and other expenses, in defend- 
ing the same; the petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Ropney submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of continuing 
in force the act, entitled ‘‘An act to protect the com- 
merce of the United States, and to punish the crime of 
piracy ;” and, also, of making such further provisions 
on the subject as may be deemed proper for the secu- 
rity of our citizens, the safety of our commerce, and 
the punishment of the offence. 

The Prestpent communicated the petition of 
Alexander and Sylvester Humphrey, praying in- 
demnification for damages to a wharf, which they 
had contracted to build for the United States, on 
Staten Island, as stated in the petition; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Lioyp, of the 11th instant, request- 
ing certain information relative to exports and 
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imports, to and from France; and the same hav- 
ing been modified, was agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid befure the Senate a 
statement, exhibiting the amount, in the aggregate, of 
the goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from the 
United States to France, and imported from thence, 
in each year, from and after the year 1814 to the year 
1820 ; discriminating, in the exports, between articles 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, and those of foreign countries ; and also stating 
the national character of the vessels in which such ex- 
ports and imports have been made. 


Mr. Eaton called up the petition, presented at 
the last session of Congress, of the executors of 
the last will and testament of Thomas Carr, of 
Georgia, deceased, praying compensation for cer- 
tain land. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. D’Wotr gave notice that he should, on 
Monday, ask leave to introduce a bill to allow a 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufac- 
tured in the United States from foreign bemp. 

Mr. Parrott, agreeably to notice which he had 
previously given, and having obtained leave, in- 
troduced a bill to authorize the purchase of five 
hundred and fifty copies of the sixth volume of 
the digested Laws of the United States, published 
by Davis & Force; and the bill was read. 

The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. 
Tasor, to refer to a select committee so much 
of the President’s Message as relates to the repair 
and preservation of the Cumberland Road, was 
taken up and agreed to; and Messrs. TaLsor, 
Epwarps, Mitts, Ropney, and Kina, of New 
York, were chosen the committee. 

The second resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Tavsor, was also agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Barron, that part of the 
President’s Message which relates to the lead 
mines of the United States, was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of modifying 
the Judiciary system of the United States so as to 
make it uniform throughout the Union, by establishing 
circuit courts in the new States. 


Mr. Houmes, of Maine submitted the following 
resolution for consideration : ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for the better security of the public moneys in 
the hands of clerks of courts and attorneys, marshals, 
and their deputies. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY, 


Mr. PLeasanrts, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following bill, which was 
twice read by general consent : 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for the purpose of enabling 
the President of the United States to afford more effi- 
cient protection to the commerce of the United States, 
from the depredations of pirates in the Gulf of Mexico 
and the West India seas, the sum of —— dollars is 
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hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated ; which sum 
shall be used by the President in providing such an 
additional force as in his judgment shall be best cal- 
culated to answer the end aforesaid. i 

[Accompanying this bill, Mr. PLeasants aid 
before the Senate a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to the Chairman of the Naval 
Committee, furnishing estimates of the additional 
foree deemed necessary for the suppression of 

iracy, and the expense thereof. The Secretary, 
cavie the concurring opinion of the Navy Board 
in its eons recommends an additional force, of 

First, 1 steamboat of 90 to 120 tons, to carry two 
18 pounders, and two 12 pounders, upon travelling 
carriages, so as to fire from any part of the vessel. 
Second, 10 fast sailing schooners, of 45 to 60 tons 
burden, to draw not more than 5 to 7 feet water ; 
each to be armed with one long 12 or 18 pounder, 
mounted on a circle, with two 12 pound carron- 
ades, with the necessary number of small arms; 
to row from 20 to 24 sweeps: and, Third, 5 light 
double bark cutters, each to row 20 oars, and 
adapted to carry 40 men, well armed witli mus- 
kets, pistols, boarding pikes, cutlasses, &c. 

The whole cost of procuring these additional 
vessels and of equipping and fitting them for ser- 
Vice, is estimated at $44,000.] 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, and Mr. Luoyp, of 
Massachusetts, respectively, gave notice that they 
should ask leave, on Monday, to introduce bills, 
the former a bill for the relief of George Shannon, 
and the latter a bill for the relief of Walley and 
Foster. 





Monpay, December 16. 


The PresipentT communicated a letter from 
JaMEs PLeasanrTs, notifying the resignation of his 
seat in the Senate, which was read. ; 

On motion, by Mr. Barsoour, the President was 
requested to notify the Executive of the State of 
Virginia of this resignation. 

Mr. Lowrie, from the Committee on Finance 
to which the subject was referred, reported a bill 
for the relief of Samuel H. Walley and Henry G. 
Foster; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Hotes, of Maine, from the same commit- 
tee, to whom the subject was referred, reported a 
bill for the relief of Jacob Babbitt; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. D’Wotr asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill allowing a 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufac- 
tured in the United States from foreign hemp; and 
the bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr Jonnson, of 
Kentucky, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill for the benefit of George Shannon. The 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Ropney presented the memorial of Benja- 
min I. Shain, master of the schooner Ajax, stating 
that, whilst at the Havana, an unprovoked and 
murderous outrage and robbery was committed on 
the person and property of the memorialist and 








31 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 32 





SENATE. 





others, and praying the efficient interposition of 
Government. The memorial was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Finpiay presented the petition of Watson 
Atkinson, praying that the duty on the importa- 
tion of square iron wire may be reduced to fifteen 
per centum ad valorem. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the peti- 
tion of Alexander A. White, of Coohliiais praying 
the right of pre-emption to a tract of land on 
which he has settled, and erected improvements. 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Jounson also called up the petition of 
Marie Louise de la Gautrois, widow of Francois 
Gonsonlin, deceased, praying the confirmation of 
her title to a tract oF land in Louisiana. The 
petition was read, and referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Ropney called up the petition, heretofore 
presented, of Joseph Forrest, of the City of Wash- 
ington, praying compensation for the loss of a 
certain schooner, called the William Yeaton, 
chartered in the month of May, 1812, to the agent 
of the United States, to také a cargo of provisions 
from New York to Laguira, which was seized 
and condemned by the Spanish Government. 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

On motion, by Mr. Wittiams, of Mississippi, a 
member was added to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, in the place of Mr. PLeasants; and Mr. 
Macon was appointed. 

Mr. RueGues, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Joseph Jan- 
ney, made a report; accompanied by a resolution, 
that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be 
granted. 

Mr. D’Wo tr presented the memorial of Ste- 
hen T. Northam, and others, of Newport, Rhode 
sland, merchants and distillers, praying that the 

duties which accrued and were paid by them for 
their distillery, whilst its operations were suspend- 
ed in consequence of the injury sustained by the 
inundation of the 23d of September, 1815, may be 
remitted. The memorial was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 12th instant, for directing the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making further provisions by law for 
the suppression of piracy, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 12th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the 
expediency of modifying the judicial system of 
the United States, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 12th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the better se- 
curity of public moneys in the hands of clerks of 
courts, and attorneys, marshals, and their depu- 
ties, and agreed thereto. 
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The bill to enable the holders of the French, 
British, and Spanish titles to land within the 
State of Louisiana, which have not been recog- 
nised as valid by the Government of the United 
States, to institute proceedings to try the validity 
thereof, and for other purposes, was read the sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Pub. 
lic Lands. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of Amus 
Nicholls, of the State of Maine, praying compen- 
sation for seven months’ services as a clerk in the 
Navy Department, in the years 1818 and 1819. 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Hutmes, of Maine, laid on the table reso- 
lutions, referring, to the appropriate committees, 
such parts of the President’s Message at the open- 
ing of the session, as relate, 1st. To the Com- 
mercial Intercourse with the British West Indies, 
&e.; 2d. The Territorial Government of Flori- 
da; 3d. To the Finances; 4th. To the Military 
Establishment, Fortifications, and the Military 
Academy ; 5th. To Naval Affairs; 6th. To In- 
dians; 7th. To Manufactures; and 8th. To the 
Independent Governments in America south of 
the United States. 

The Presipent communicated the petition of 
Joshua Clark, of Missouri, alleging that he has 
been unjustly deprived of his wages, as a mariner, 
by William Lee, late Consul of the United States 
at Bordeaux, and praying indemnification. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

The bill to authorize the purchase of a number 
of copies of the sixth volume of the Laws of the 
United States, was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Macon presented the petition of A. F. 
Macneill, of the State of North Carolina, pray- 
ing relief in the settlement of his accounts with 
the Treasury Department. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, gave notice that 
to-morrow he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
for the release of Amos Muzzy and Benjamin 
White from imprisonment. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


The Senate, according to the order of the day, 
took up, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill 
making an appropriation of —— dollars “for the 

urpose of enabling the President of the United 
tates to afford more efficient protection to the 
commerce of the United States from the depreda- 
tions of pirates in the Gulf of Mexico and the 
West India seas, by providing such additional 
force as in his judgment shall be best calcu- 
lated to answer that end.” 

The Senate had made some progress in the 
consideration of this bill, and had adopted one or 
two verbal amendments to it, when 

The bill which passed the House of Represent- 
atives on Friday last, on the same subject, was 
brought up by the Clerk of that House for the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Barsour, (who thought it 
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best, before the Senate proceeded further with their 
own bill, that they should see what course the 
other House had adopted on this subject,) the | 
Senate laid their own bill on the table, and took | 
up the bill of the House of Representatives. 
This bill was then twice read, by general con- | 
sent, and the Senate proceeded to its consideration | 


in Committee of the Whole. 


he bill of the House of Representatives provides, | 
“That the President of the United States be, and | 
he hereby is, authorized to purchase or construct a suf- | 
ficient number of vessels, in addition to those now 
employed, of such burden and construction as he may 
deem necessary, and to fit, equip, and man the same 
for immediate service, for the purpose of repressing 
piracy, and of affording effectual protection to the cit- | 
wens and commerce of the United States in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and the seas and territories adjacent ; and 
that the sum of dollars be appropriated to meet 
the expenditure to be incurred as aforesaid, and paid 
out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
propriated.’’) | 
The bill having been read through— 
Mr. Barpour rose to move that the bill of the | 
Senate be substituted for that of the House of 
Representatives, by adopting it as an amendment | 
thereto. He was of opinion that the bill of the | 
Senate.was preferable to the other, in the plan 
which it proposed for adoption. The bill of the | 
other House, he said, appropriated the fund pro- | 
posed to be applied to the object to specific pur- | 
poses, leaving no discretion with the Executive in| 
its application; whereas, the bill of the Senate | 
left, as it ought to leave, the appropriation of the | 
money to the President’s discretion, without any | 
control or limitation of that sort. In all warlike 
objects he thought it was consistent with the the- | 
ory of our Government, to leave the application | 
of money, except in cases of great urgency, to the | 
discretion and judgment of the Executive. Con- | 
gress could not anticipate the various phases | 
which might arise, and could not judge what | 
might be the most judicious mode of applying 
the appropriation to attain the object in view. 
The theory of the Constitution preferred that the 
means be placed in the hands of the President, 
who is responsible to the nation for the applica- | 
tion of the money and the mode of conducting 
the defence of the country, or other warlike mea- 
sures, He, for this reason, thought it expedient | 
to adopt the bill of the Senate in preference to 
that of the other House. Mr. B.'said he had ob- | 
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served that it had been questioned elsewhere, [al- 
luding obviously to the debate which had taken | 
a in the House of Representatives on Friday,] 
ow far the power of the President reached in the | 
punishment of those bucaniers; and although | 
there was perhaps no necessity for introducing in 
the bill any instructions to the Executive on this | 
point, he had no hesitation in avowing it as his | 
opinion, that pirates might be pursued and seized | 
in a neutral territory. Mr. B. would not say that | 
our officers might go into a neutral territory in| 
search of those outlaws; but he had no doubt, in 
the heat of pursuit, they might be followed and 
punished in the territory of a neutral Power. TRe 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—2 
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prineiy le he took to be the same as that which 


prevailed in municipal regulations. You may not 
of right go into the grounds of a neighbor to start 
the epase; but, having started it elsewhere, you 
may pursue it into your neighbor’s limits. r. 
B. did not believe any nation or any authority 
would feel itself aggrieved by having those free- 


| booters pursued within its jurisdiction for punish- 


ment, or could so far sympathize with such atro- 
cious beings as not to rejoice in their extermina- 
tion—beings who were hostes humani generis—who 
bore the mark of Cain upon their foreheads— 
whose hand was raised against every man—who 
therefore, deserved death at every man’s hand, an 
whom it was just and proper to exterminate where- 
soever they could be found. He concluded, by 
hoping the Senate would agree to his motion to 
take its own bill in preference to that of the other 
House. 

Mr. Caanpter thought it of importance to act 
with the greatest degree of promptitude on this 
subject; that as he did not see any material dif- 
ference between the two bills, and the adoption of. 
the Senate’s bill in preference to the other would 

roduce a delay of at least one day, (as it would 
G necessary to send the substitute to the other 
House for concurrence,) he should vote against 
the amendment. 

Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, could not perceive 
between the two bills any essential difference. 
One contained a simple appropriation authorizing 
the President to build or purchase additional ves- 
sels to put down piracy; the other appropriated 


the money, leaving the details of its application 


with the Executive. There was in this, no differ- 


ence sufficient to justify delay, and he should 


regret to see any created by an unnecessary 
‘ 


amendment. 


Mr. Howes, of Maine, recited the provisions 


of the two bills to show that there was no sub- 
stantial difference between them; and he thought 


it was hardly worth while to send the bill back to 
the House of Representatives for the trifling dif- 
ference in form which existed. The President 
would have the same powers substantially, in one 
case, as the other, and would no doubt, under 
either, adopt the course he should think best to ac- 
coimplish the object in view. 

Mr. Barsoor remarked that he had intended to 
express to the Senate his willingness, if it should 
be deemed necessary, to insert a clause in the bill 
authorizing the Executive to pursue the bucaniers 
whithersoever they might fly; because he believed 
it would be right and lawful to do so; but he did 


not know that such an instruction was necessary. 


He proceeded further to justify his preference of 
the bill of the Senate to that from the other 
House; he believed there was a substantial and 
material difference between them, rendering the 
one more expedient than the other, and asked if 
four-and-twenty hours could be so important a de- 
lay as to induce the Senate to adopt an exception- 
able bill merely to save that much time? In one 
of those bills the President was peremptorily di- 
rected to build or purchase additional vessels, and 
if it should appear to the President that the object 
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could be arrived at more promptly by any other 


course, he would not be permitted to depart from 


the strict regulations of the law. By the bill of 


the Senate all the power was conferred on the 
Executive, without limiting him as to the mode by 
which he might afford additional protection to 
our commerce against the pirates. This being, in 
his view, an important difference—the difference 
between specific and general powers—he hoped 


the Senate would adopt their own bill, instead of 


the one under consideration. 

Mr. Hotes, of Maine, rejoined, that the House 
bill could mean nothing different from what was 
intended by the Senate’s bill. The former au- 
thorized the President to procure additional naval 
force—the latter could mean only the same thing, 
unless, indeed, it was thought practicable for the 
President to send the Army or the militia out 
against the pirates ; but as it was not probable the 

xecutive would think of ordering either the 


Army or the militia out on this service, the bill of 


the Senate could authorize nothing else than na- 
val force, though it did not expressly say so. The 
House bill merely specified what the Senate’s bill 
intended, and could only produce; and as it would 
save time to pass the former, he hoped the amend- 
ment would not be agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Barsour’s 
motion to substitute the Senate’s bill for that of 
the other House, and was decided in the negative 
—ayes 15, noes 22. 

he bill was then reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to a third reading by 
general consent; and 

On motion of Mr. Barsour, it was read a third 
time, without objection, passed, nem. con. and re- 
turned to the other House. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An act 
relating to the ransom of American captives of 
the late war;” a bill, entitled “An act to enable 
the proprietors of lands, held by titles derived 
from the United States, to obtain copies of papers 
from the proper department, and to declare the 
effect of such copies ;” a bill, entitled “An act to 
repeal the third section of the act, entitled ‘An 
act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act con- 
cerning navigation ;” and, also, a bill, entitled 
“An act authorizing an additional naval force for 
the suppression of piracy ;” in which bills they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

he said four bills were read, and severally 
passed to the second reading. 





Tvuespay, December 17. 


Samuet Situ, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Maryland, in place of 
Wituiam Pinkney, deceased, produced his cre- 
dentials, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

Montrort Strokes, from the State of North 
Carolina ; and, also, Wititam R. Krna, from ths 
State of Alabama, severally attended this day. 

Mr. Howmes, of Maine, presented the petition 
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ers, praying indemnification for the loss of a ves- 
sel and gargo, captured and condemned in the 
year 1796, under a decree of the French Govern- 
ment, in violation of the laws of nations and the 
terms of the treaty between the United States 
and France. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Rua es, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which the subject was referred, reported a bil 
for the relief of John Byers, accompanied by a 
report. The bill and report were read, and the 
bill passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Van Dykes, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of John 
M. Whitney and John Snodgrass, in behalf of the 
legal representatives of Alexander Montgomery, 
deceased, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and representatives of Alexander Montgomery, 
deceased. The bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the petition of Nicholas Ware 
and William A. Carr, executors of Thomas Carr, 
deceased, made a report, accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of the representatives of John Don- 
elson, Thomas Carr, and others. The report and 
bill were read, and the bill passed to the second 
reading. : 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motions of the 16th instant, for referring to vari- 
ous committees the Message of the President of 
the United States, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, to which was 
referred the petition of Joseph Janney, of Virginia ; 
and, in concurrence therewith, resolved that the 
prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The bill entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act relating to’the ransom of American cap- 
tives of the late war,” was read the second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

The bill entitled “ An act to enable the proprie- 
tors of lands held by titles derived from the United 
States, to obtain copies of papers from the proper 
department, and to declare the effect of such 
copies,” was read the second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The bill entitled “An act to repeal the third 
section of the act entitled ‘An act supplementary 
to an act entitled ‘An act concerning naviga- 
tion,” was read the second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Mitts called up the petition, heretofore 
presented, of Samuel F. ili of New York, 
praying compensation for certain naval supplies; 
and, also, another petition of the said petitioner, 
praying indemnification for property captured by 
the British during the late war, which capture 
was occasioned by his vessel having received sup- 
plies intended for the American Army at Fort 
George. The petitions were severally read, and 
respectively referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Jounson, of 
Kentucky, asked and obtained leave to introduce 


of Joseph Emerson, in behalf of himself and oth- | apill for the release of Amos Muzzy and Benja- 
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iin White, from imprisonment. The bill was 
twice read, by unanimous consent, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 





Wepnespay, December 18. 


Mr. Witurams, of Tennessee, submitted the 
following motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the State of Tennessee to sell, on such terms as the 
Legislature of said State may think proper, all the 
vacant land lying east and north of the line described 
in the first section of the act of Congress, passed the 
18th April, 1806, entitled “An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to 
certain lands therein described, and to settle the 
claims to the vacant and unappropriated lands within 
the State of Tennessee.” 


Mr. Ware submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the Military Committee inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law for the final settle- 
ment of the militia claims of the State of Georgia, for 
services rendered, under orders of the President of 
the United States, during the years 1792, 1793, and 
1794. 

Mr. Lowrie presented the petition of Richard 
O’Brien, praying that his accounts, as Consul 
General at Algiers, may be settled upon principles 
of equity and justice, with a reference to the cus- 
toms and usages in the Barbary States. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill concerning 
the lands to be granted to the State of Missouri, 
for the purposes of education, and for other public | 
uses, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. rown, of Ohio, submitted the following | 


motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That a standing committee of five mem- | 
bers be appointed on the subject of Roads and Canals. | 


On motion by Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee | 
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tion of George Shannon, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
praying an increase of pension. The petition was 
read, and referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Barsour gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill to extend the 
charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of John Byers was read 
the second time. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
John Donelson, Thomas Carr, and others, was 
read the second time. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represen- 
tatives of Alexander Montgomery, deceased, was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Ltoyp, of Massachusetts, presented the me- 
morial of William Pearce, and others, inhabitants 
of the town of Gloucester, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, praying the aid of the General Govern- 
ment in the removal of the obstruction to the 
navigation between Ipswich Bay and Boston Bay. 
The memorial was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Kina, of Alabama, submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the State of Alabama three representatives, in con- 
formity with the second section of the act entitled 
“An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the fourth 
census.” 





Tuurspay, December 19. 


Mr. D’Wotr, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to which was referred 
the bill allowing a drawback on the exportation 
of cordage manufactured in the United States, 
from foreign hemp, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the peti- 
tion of Samuel Hodgson, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, who became, in the year 1804, one of the 
sureties of John Smith, of the State of Ohio, as 


on Public Lands, to which was referred the bill | contractor for supplying with provisions the United 
entitled “ An act to enable the proprietors of lands, | States troops, on or about the Mississippi, praying 
held by titles derived from the United States, to | the interposition of Congress for relief, in the set- 
obtain copies of papers from the proper depart- | tlement of said Smith’s accounts. The petition 
ment, and to declare the effect of such copies,” | was read, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


were discharged from the further consideration | 
thereof, and it was referred to the Committee on | 
the Judiciary. 

The bill allowing a drawback on the exporta- | 
tion of cordage manufactured in the United States, | 
from foreign hemp, was read the second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
Manufactures. 





The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Kina, of Alabama, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the State of Alabama three Representatives, in con- 
formity with the second section of the act, entitled 
“An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the fourth 


The bill for the relief of Samuel H. Wailey and | census.” 


Henry G. Foster was read the second time. 


Mr. K. read to the Senate the section referred 


The bill for the relief of Jacob Babbitt was | to, and adverted to the additional return that had 


read the second time. 


been made from Alabama, to show the propriety 


The bill for the benefit of George Shannon was | of the proposed inquiry. 


read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 


tee on Pensions. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. Houtmes, of Maine, called up the petition 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, presented the peti- | of George Ulmer, presented at the last session of 











39 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 40 





SEnaTeE. 


Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria. 


Decemper, 1822, 








Congress, who had the command of the United 
States’ troops and volunteers at Eastport, in the 
year 1813, praying compensation for certain ord- 
nance taken from the enemy, as stated in the peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide for clothing the 
militia, when called into the service of the United 
States ;” and also a bill, entitled “An act con- 
cerning the disbursement of public money ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 18th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Public Lands to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the State of Tennessee 
to sell certain vacant land, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 18th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the final settle- 
ment of the militia claims of the State of Geor- 

ia, for services rendered under orders of the Pres. 
ident of the United States, during the years 1792, 
1793, and 1794, and agreed thereto. 

Mr. Ruaaues, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Re- 
beeca Hodgson, (who prays that interest may be 
granted to her, on the long-standing claim which 
was allowed to her by an act of last session;) and 
the report was read, and agreed to. 

In courtesy to Mr. Barsour, (who being in the 
minority yesterday on the question, of course could 
not makethe motion, ) Mr. RuGGies moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the report of the 
Committee of Claims, unfavorable to the petition 
of Joseph Janney was agreed to; and the reconsid- 
eration was agreed etevieg the question open 
to future decision. [Mr. Janney prays compensa- 
tion for buildings and other property destroyed by 
the enemy, during the late war, in consequence of 
its occupancy by militia.] 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a national armory on the Western waters. 

Mr. Witutams, of Tennessee, called up the pe- 
tition, heretofore presented, of Robert Purdy, late 
colonel in the military service of the United States, 
praying remuneration for certain expenditures in- 
curred by him in performance of his duties in 
endeavoring to enforce his order prohibiting the 
introduction of spirituous liquors within the limits 
of his encampment, as stated in the petition; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The bill concerning the lands to be granted to 
the State of Missouri, for the purposes of educa- 


Island, [to release him four years’ interest on two 
custom-house bonds given for duties on certain 
sugars destroyed by a storm and inundation in 
September, 1815, provided he pay the principal of 
said bonds,] was examined in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate took up, in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill for the relief of Walley and Foster, [au- 
thorizing the issue to them of certain certificates 
of debenture, which are withheld by reason of an 
accidental legal informality.} 

Mr. Luoyp,.of Massachusets, explained the cir- 
cumstances of the case,and the grounds on which 
the petitioners were entitled to relief; and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of John Byers was next 
taken up. [The bill proposes to allow to the peti- 
tioner the difference between the par value of mon- 
eys advanced by the Government, and such as 
were expended by him in the supply of rations in 
Connecticut, &c., from June, 1814, to May, 1815, 
and confining the allowance to the actual loss in 
exchange. ] 

On this bill a pretty wide debate took place, 
embracing the general question of the equity of 
indemnity for losses incurred in time of war; the 
circumstances of this particular case to justify its 
being made an exception to the customary rules, 
&c. Messrs. Ruaeies, Hotmes of Maine, Mor- 
RIL, LANMAN, Brown of Ohio, Brown of Lou- 
isiana, VAN Buren, and CHanDLer, took part in 
the debate. But, before any question was taken 
on it, the bill was laid over to Monday, for the 
purpose of having the report of the committee 
printed. 

Mr. Barsour presented the petition of James 
Lloyd, of Virginia, praying compensation for cer- 
tain services rendered, and expenses incurred, in 
testing the utility of an inflammable liquid, of 
which he was the inventor, and the knowledge of 
which he had been induced to surrender to Gov- 
ernment. The petition was read, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office be directed to lay before the Senate the 
reports of the commissioners appointed under the dif- 
ferent acts of Congress providing for the adjustment 
of land claims in the Territory of Orleans and State 
of Louisiana. 


MECHANICS’ BANK OF ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. Barsoour, agreeably to the notice he had 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to extend 
the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria. 

In answer to a remark which had dropped from 
some gentleman, Mr. Bargour stated succinctly 
the reasons which had induced him to support this 
bill at the last session, and which he thought 
would justify its passage, unless some objections 


tion and other public uses, was considered in Com-| which had been made, in reference to its admin- 


mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


| 
g 
The bill for the relief of Jacob Babbitt, of Rhode | 


istration, should be substantiated, in the examina- 
tion which the committee would doubtless make 
into the matter. The other banks of the District 
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had been continued, by renewals, to the period 
when the existing charter of the United States 
Bank should terminate. Mr. B. himself had pro- 

that particular period for them, because the 
whole subject would then come up together, and 
those who followed, in the guidance of public af- 
fairs, would be able to determine, by the lights 
which experience should then have shed on the 
subject, whether those institutions had been con- 
ducive to the public weal*or not, and decide on all 
that Congress have authorized at the same time. 
Amongst the rest of them, he thought the Me- 
chanics’ Bank ought to be extended to the com- 
mon term, if no facts should be disclosed to for- 
bid it. 

The leave being granted, the bill was read the 
first time, and the second time pro forma ; and, on 
motion of Mr. Barsour, was then referred to the 
District Committee. 


ROADS AND CANALS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Brown, of Ohio: 

Resolved, That a standing committee of five mem- 
bers be appointed on the subject of Roads and Canals. 


Mr. Brown proposed to modify his resolution, 
so as to make it one of the standing rules of the 
Senate, to appoint at the commencement of every 
session a standing committee on the subject of 
Roads and Canals. He adverted to the increasing 
interest, as well as the importance of internal im- 
provements, particularly to the interior of the Re- 
public, which was rapidly settling and filling up, 
to justify that subject being now considered one 
of the great interests of the nation, and, as such, 
entitled to a regular standing committee for it. 

Mr. Kine, of New York, questioned the expe- 
diency of ingrafting this unsettled subject on the 
standing rules of the Senate, although it might be 
very proper to create, from time to time, a com- 
mittee on it. He was therefore averse to the 
modification. 

Mr. Brown would not press the change which 
he had proposed, as it seemed to be not entirely 
acceptable to the Senate, and would content him- 
self with the resolution, as originally proposed, 
except so far as to insert the word select for “‘ stand- 
ing” committee; which alteration was agreed to; 
and in that shape the resolution was adopted. 





Fripay, December 20. 


The following engrossed bills, ordered yesterday 
to be read a third time, were severally read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the House of Represent- 
atives for concurrence, viz: A bill concerning the 
lands to be granted to the State of Missouri for 
the —— of education, and other public uses ; 
a bill for the relief of Walley and Foster; and a 
bill for the relief of Jacob Babbitt. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 19th instant, requiring the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to lay before 
the Senate the reports of the commissioners ap- 
pointed under the acts of Congress providing for 
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the adjustment of land claims in the late Terri- 
tory of Orleans and State of Louisiana, and agreed 
thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
ast of the Committee of Claims, on the petition 
of Joseph Janney; and it was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The two bills brought up yesterday for concur- 
rence were read, and severally passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 19th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of erecting a national armory on the 
Western waters, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of the representatives of John Donelson, Thomas 
Carr, and others; and, on motion, by Mr. Wi1- 
LIAMS, of Mississippi, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill allowing a 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufac- 
tured in the United States from foreign hemp; 
and the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for, Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Barton, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens, 
and others, which was read. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Alexander Montgomery, deceased, passed through 
a Committee of the Whole, and was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then proceeded to the appointment 
of a Committee on the subject of roads and canals, 
in pursuance of the resolution adopted yesterday, 
and Messrs. Brown of Ohio, Kine of New York, 
Samira of Maryland, Jounson of Kentucky, and 
RopNeEY, were appointed. 

Mr. Tavzort, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on that subject, reported a bill making an 
appropriation (in blank) for repairing the national 
road from Cumberland to Wheeling; the bill was 
read. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, in submitting the 
following resolution, observed that the informa- 
tion it proposed to call for was necessary to enable 
the Committee on Military Affairs to proceed un- 
derstandingly in the inquiry which they were in- 
structed to make into the expediency of. establish- 
ing an armory on the Western waters; and, as it 
was desirable to enable the committee to com- 
mence that inquiry as early as practicable, he 
deemed it proper to submit the resolution, which 
he now laid on the table: ' 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate the 
number of arms required annually to supply the militia 
of the West, according to the acts of Congress, the 
probable number necessary to be placed in the mili- 
tary deposites located or to be located on the Western 
waters; the cost of transportation of arms to the 
Western States and deposites; the probable cost of 
manufacturing arms in the West; the probable cost 
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of erecting, at this time on the Western waters, such 
an armory as that at Harper’s Ferry or at Springfield ; 
and such other information as he may deem important 
to establish the expediency or inexpediency of erect- 
ing a National Armory. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of William 
Sayles ;” and, also, a bill, entitled “An act to re- 
ow part of an act passed by the State of Mary- 

d in the year 1784, and now in force in George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, entitled ‘An act 
for an addition to Georgetown, in Montgomery 
county ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The said two bills were read, and severally 
passed to the second reading. 

Adjourned to Monday. 





Mownpay, December 23. 


Mr. Wi..iams, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 
the petition of Robert Purdy, made a report, ac- 
companied with a bill for the relief of Robert 
Purdy ; and the report and bill were read, and the 
bill passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Lanman presented the petition of Frede- 
rick Pearl, praying a pension, agreeably to the 
provisions of the act of 1818. The petition was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Lowrie presented the petition of John 
Welsh, a Revolutionary soldier, praying that his 
name may be restored to the pension roll; and, 
also, the petition of George Byers, a soldier of the 
Revolution, praying a pension, agreeably to the 
act of 1818. The petitions were read, and refer- 
red to the same committee. 

Mr. Ruactes presented the petition of Thomas 
Haley, a soldier of the Revolution, praying a 
pension. The petition was read, and referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the peti- 
tion of Richard S. Chappell, praying compensa- 
tion for certain supplies furnished the Army of 
the United States. The petition was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Kina, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of James Shackelford, and others, praying the 
pre-emption to a quarter section of land, for public 
uses, in the county of Perry, in the State of Ala- 
bama ; and, also, the petition of Jacob Lindsay, 
and others, citizens of Marengo county, in the 
State of Alabama, praying the right of pre-emp- 
tion to a quarter section of land, for the purpose 
of erecting thereon ,a courthouse and prison. The 
petitions were read, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the time for locating Virginia military land warrants, 
and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 


Office. 








John Byers. 
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Mr. Nose submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That the select committee on roads and 
canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
modifying the act of Congress, entitled ‘‘An act to 
authorize the appointment of commissioners to |a 
out the road therein mentioned,” in such manner that 
the road named in the said act shall be laid out through 
Columbus, Indianopolis, and Vandalia, the seats of 
government of the Stated of Ohio, Indiana, and IIjj- 
nois; and to inquire, also, into the expediency of 
making a further appropriation for the purpose of 
completing the location of said road. 


Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to which the subject 
was referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
Alexander and Sylvester Humphrey. The bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Barton, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Richard O’Brien, were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, the 20th 
instant, for information relative to the expediency 
or inexpediency of erecting, on the Western waters, 
a National Armory, and agreed thereto. 

The bill entitled “An act to provide for clothing 
the militia when called into the service of the 
United States,” was read the second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

The bill entitled “An act concerning the dis- 
bursement of public money,” was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Sayles,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill entitled “An act to repeal part of an 
act passed by the State of Maryland, in the year 
1784, and now in force in Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, entitled ‘An act for an ad- 
dition to Georgetown, in Montgomery county,” 











was read the second time, and referred to the | 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens, and 
others, was read the second time. 

The bill appropriating moneys for the purpose 
of repairing the national road from Cumberland 
to Wheeling was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill allowing a 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufac- 
tured in the United States from foreign hemp; 
and, on motion by Mr. Barsour, it was laid on 
the table. 


JOHN BYERS. 


The Senate then again proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of John Byers, 
on which a debate arose, that continued nearly 
two hours, and in which a large number of gen- 
tlemen joined. The debate turned on the princi- 
ples heretofore stated, and on the particular facts 
of this case, to justify or to controvert the propri- 
ety of granting the petitioner indemnity for the 
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depreciation of the funds furnished him by the} to which was referred the bill for the benefit of 
Government during the late war, for the purchase | George Shannon, reported the same without 
of provisions, which indemnity he claims under an | amendment. 

alleged promise of the then Secretary of War. Mr. Barsour, from the Committee on the Dis- 

After several unsuccessful motions to amend | trict of Columbia, to which was referred the bill, 
the bill and to recommit it, the bill was ordered to | entitled “An act to repeal part of an act 
lie on the table ; and by the State of Maryland, in the year 1784, and 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted a motion (in pursu-| now in force in Georgetown, in the District of 

ance of the suggestions he had made as to the| Columbia, entitled “An act for an addition to 
proper mode to be adopted in the case, and in-| Georgetown, in Montgomery county,” reported the 
tended as a substitute for the bill) “directing the | same without amendment. 
‘ proper accounting officers of the Treasury to set-| The Presipent communicated a letter from 
‘ tle the accounts of John Byers, forrations furnish- | the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
‘ ed the troops of the United States in Connecticut | transmitting, in obedience to the resolution of the 
‘and Rhode Island, from the first day of June, | Senate, the reports of the commissioners appoint- 
‘ 1814, to the 3ist of May, 1815, inclusive, accord- | ed under the different acts of Congress providing 
‘ ing to such contract or agreement as did exist be-| for the adjustment of land claims in the late Ter- 
‘ tween the Secretary of Warand said John Byers, | ritory of Orleans, and State of Louisiana. The 
‘ prior to furnishing such rations.” letter and report were read. 

The resolution lies on the table with the bill. The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of yesterday, for instructing the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the time for locating Virginia mili- 
tary land warrants, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of yesterday, for instructing the Commit- 
tee on the subject of Roads and Canals to inquire 
into the expediency of modifying the act to au- 
thorize the appointment of commissioners to lay 
out a certain road, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of eer relative to the settlement of 
the accounts of John Byers; and it was laid on 
the table. 

















Tuespay, December 24. 


Mr. Ruoaues presented the petition of Joshua 
Russell, of Tyler county, Virginia, praying to be 
confirmed in his title to a half section of land, in 
Ohio. The petition was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Sairn, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of William Patterson, and others, merchants 
of the city of Baltimore, praying indemnification 
for certain vessels sunk in the harbor of that place 
during the late war with Great Britain. The me- 
morial was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. fe The bill for the relief of Robert Purdy was read 

Mr. Miius presented the petition of Ebenezer | the second time. 

Oliver, and others, of the State of Massachusetts, | ‘The bill for the relief of Alexander Humphrey 
praying indemnity for a quantity of land, their} aq Sylvester Humphrey was read the second 
claim to which they released to the United States | time. 

on the conditions contained in the act “providing| The pill for the relief of the heirs and repre- 
for the indemnification of certain claimants,” and | sentatives of Alexander Montgomery, deceased, 


the acts supplementary thereto, being deprived of | which had previously been, reported correctly en- 
the benefits thereof in consequence of the miscon- grossed, was read a third time, and passed. 


struction of the commissioners respecting their . : 
. a Senate resumed the consideration of the 
claims. The petition was read, and referred to The : ; 
P 5 ; bill for the relief of John Byers. The bill was 


the Committee on the Judiciary. ded ‘on of Mr. H f Mai 
Mr. Ruaa.es, from the Committee of Claims, |#™°"de¢, 08 motion of Mr. HOLMES, of Maine, 
;| so as to confine the indemnity to the depreciation 


to which the subject was referred, reported a bill | *; ; 

for the relief of Amos Nichols.’ The bill was|°! Treasury notes advanced by the Government 

read, and passed to the second reading to the petitioner; and the question was then, with- 
> 5° 


Mr. Houmes. of Maine. submitted the follow-| Ut further debate, taken on ordering the bill to 
: . ‘ a 3 . 2) . . _ 
ing motion for consideration : be engrossed and read a third time, and was de 


Resolved, That the President of the United States cian in the aflinmative, a» follows: r 
be requested to communicate to the Senate such in-|. * et a Boardman, D’Wolf, Ea- 
formation as he may possess, of the commercial rela- ton, Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Kentucky, John- 
tions which now exist between the United States and | 8°" of Louisiana, King of New York, Lanman, Lloyd 
the present Government of St. Domingo ; what is the of Massachusetts, Lowrie, Mills, Morril, Noble, Par- 
political condition of the island ; whether any Euro- | Tt, Ruggles, Smith of Maryland, Talbot, Van Bu- 
pean nation pretends to claim the government of the | ®°—!9- 
island ; and whether any further commercial relations | _Naxys—Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of Loui- 
with the existing Government would be consistent | siana, Brown of Ohio, Chandler, Dickerson, Findlay, 
with the interest and safety of the United States. Holmes of Mississippi, King of Alabama, Macon, 
Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, gave notice that, at | Palmer, Southard, Stokes, Taylor, Ware, Williams 
the next sitting of the Senate, he should ask leave rimmnctns dnten onteelichpemmanley” - 
to introduce a bill for the relief of John Buhler. The Presipent of the Senate communicated a 
Mr. Nos.e, from the Committee on Pensions, | letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
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Senate. Drawback on Cordage. Decemper, 1822 
mitting his annual report of the state of the pub-| ‘‘ No private bill shall originate in the Ganste; afc 
lic finances, which was read. the close of the present session, from the person 0; 


Also, from the same Department, the annual | persons interested therein, without the unanimous 
report of the operations’ of the Mint, which was | consent of the members present. 


read. Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
DRAWBACK ON CORDAGE., Lands, to which the subject was referred, reported 
The Senate took up, as in Committee of the | 2 bill for the relief of Daniel Seward. The bil! 
Whole, the bill to allow a drawback on home- | ¥@5 read, and passed to the second reading. 
manufactured cordage from foreign hemp. Mr. Sournarp, from the Committee on the 
Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, observed that asthe | Judiciary, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
entleman who introduced this bill (Mr. D’WoxrF) | “An act to enable the proprietors of lands held by 
fad intimated that it was the commencement of | titles derived from the United States, to obtain 
a system of measures, which Mr. L. conceived | Copies of papers from the proper department, and 
was of great importance to the commerce and re- | © declare the effect of such copies,” reported the 
venue of the nation, he hoped the gentleman would | S@me without amendment. 
favor the Senate with the views he entertained | Mr. Soursarn, from the same committee, to 
and the reasons which demanded the adoption of which was referred the bill entitled “An act for 
the measure. Mr. L. suggested, however, the pro- | the relief of William Sayles,” also reported it 
priety of postponing the further consideration of | Without amendment. __ 
the subject until Friday, when the Senate would |. Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, asked and obtained 
be more full than at present. eave to introduce a bill for the relief of John 
Mr. D’Wotr made a few general remarks on | Buhler; and it passed to the second reading. 
the subject of the bill, (reserving himself for a | The bill for the relief of John Byers was read 
future occasion) and then moved the postpone- | @ third time; and, on motion by Mr. Van Dyke, 
ment of the bill to Friday ; which was agreed to. | the further consideration thereof was postponed 
wAdjourned to Friday. until Monday. 
| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
a | motion of the 24th instant, requesting information 
Fripay, December 27. | relative to the present Government of St. Do- 
Mr. Lanman presented the petition of Samuel | Mingo, and agreed thereto. 
Peters, stating that he has become the pusshionet | The bill for the relief of Amos Nichols was 
of the claim of the late Captain Carver, to a large | read the second time. 
body of land at the Falls of St. Anthony, and| A message from the House of Representatives 
praying that his title may beconfirmed. The pe- | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
tition was read, and referred to the Committee on | 2 bill, entitled “An act to make perpetual an act, 
Public Lands. passed the 3d day of March, 1817, entitled ‘An 
Mr. Barsour presented the petition of Samuel | act to continue in force an act, entitled ‘An act 
N. Smallwood, and others, citizens of the District | further to provide for the collection of duties on 
of Columbia, praying an amendment to the laws | imports and tonnage, passed the 3d day of March, 
of the District, so far as to give effect to the judg- | 1815, and for other purposes ;” and, also a bill, 
ments rendered therein, in any State or Territory. | entitled “An act concerning the apportionment 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- | of Representatives in the State of Alabama ;” in 
mittee on the Judiciary. | which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Mr. Barzour also presented the memorial of | Senate. 
the President and Directors of the Fire Insurance | The said two bills were read, and passed to the 
Company of Alexandria, praying that the char- | second reading. 
ter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria may | On motion, the bill, entitled “An act concern- 
not be extended, or renewed, except on the condi- | ing the apportionment of Representatives in the 
tions therein stated. The memorial was read, | State of Alabama,” was read the second time by 
and referred to the Committee on the District of | unanimous consent. 








| 





Columbia. aah id, if 5 
Mr. Seymour presented the petition of Samuel | DRAWBACK ON CORDAGE. ; 
Buel, of Burlington, praying relief in the settle- |__'The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


ment of his accounts, as collector of the customs | Whole, the consideration of the bill allowing a 
for the district of Vermont. The petition was | drawback on the exportation of cordage manu- 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- | factured in the United States from foreign hemp. 
diciary. Mr. D’Wotr rose, and offered the following 

On motion of Mr. Lownrir, fifteen hundred co- | remarks: , 

ies of the annual report of the Secretary of the’ I have made some calculations, Mr. President, 
Pare on the state of the finances, commu- , as to the good effects of this bill; but, before I go 
nicated on the 24th instant, were ordered to be | into the consideration of its merits, I am desirous 


printed for the use of the Senate. | to understand more about the objections to it. | 
Mr. Ropney submitted the following resolution , am desirous first, if I can, to obviate those objec- 
for consideration, which was read : ‘tions; for, although the measure is full of merits, 


Resolved, That there be added to the rules for con- | yet, unless the objections be removed, I despair of 
ducting business in the Senate the following rule: | success. I recollect when the subject was before 
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the Senate at the last session, the principal objec- | would cause no diminution of the quantity con- 
tions to it were, “that it would endanger the rev- | sumed; that imported would take the place of the 
enue, by domestic hemp being used, and the draw- | domestic thus exported, and the duties on the im- 
back obtained from it; and that the money taken | ported would make good to the revenue what the 
from the Treasury for the payment of the draw- | domestic took away in drawback. If the distillers 
back, would so far impoverish it.” Although the| and sugar refiners were to manufacture all the 
bill strongly guarded the objection, yet gentlemen | sugar and molasses produced in Louisiana, export 
seemed to be apprehensive that there would be/| it, and receive the drawback, still the Treasnry 
eat inducements to obtain the drawback on | would not suffer, if the consumption was not les- 
cordage made of hemp of domestic growth. I as-/| sened; the tempest would sweep away as much, 
sume the ground that it makes no difference to | and people would consume as much as if there 
the revenue, whether the cordage which obtains | were no allowance of drawback on exportation. 
the drawback be made of domestic or foreign hemp, | This is a position founded in common sense, and 
provided the quantity of domestic hemp be not | one from which I think I cannot be driven. 
equal to the consumption of the country; for, ad-; I recollect that the gentleman from Kentucky 
mitting there should be men so vile as wantonly | expressed a wish, at the last session, that the word 
to be guilty of perjury, when they have no possi- | « foreign” were stricken out of the bill. Gentle- 
ble interest to advance by it, (for the hemp of| men had seemed to think, if the bounty were al- 
domestic growth will cost as much ae if ony ‘a all, ee least of all - amet 
it be as good,) still the one may as well be made | from the article of our own growth. ieve 
use of eects the drawback as the other; for if| such an alteration in the terms of the bill would 
the domestic is used, and obtains the drawback, | be of no advantage to our growers of hemp, and 
the foreign will take its place for consumption, | would embarrass the form of the law. It might 
= re — = lost _ o eee become oe on the eae re the 
e consumption is not lessened, and all must | consumption, because it wou en be necessar 
agree that sli onaemmetion of imports is the mea- | to see that the amount of drawback paid did me 
sure of the revenue. I allow all that is consumed | exceed the duties on the imports. I think the 
by the warring elements ; by fire, by the seas, and | growers of hemp cannot complain of the want of 
by tempest; but I ask that you will not allow your | encouragement, as the present protection furnished 
Secretary of the Treasury to anticipate his reve-| them amounts to about seventy per cent. The 
nue, by counting on that which is not consumed, | duties on foreign hemp being thirty dollars per 
by reckoning on bonds taken on the surplus im-| ton, the freight thirty dollars, and other expenses 
ports; for that which does not go away, and takes | ten dollars, with this advantage, they could surely 
the drawback, remains over, and is in the way of | compete with the foreign article. I think it has 
his next year’s importation; it may as well have| been proved that there could be no loss to the 
one out of the country, and have taken thedraw-| Treasury. If you import one thousand boxes of 
as to have remained in the warehouses of | sugar, and enter it for exportation immediately, 
the merchants. vr this —— been exported, still you have got the bond for the ee daaae the 
it would have been far better for you; for the ves-| drawback only cancels those bonds—there is no 
sel which took it away would have returned with | loss to the Government, in the transaction ; there 
another cargo, better suited to your consumption, | could be no inducement to take the false oath be- 
have given you as much revenue as you paid out | fore the colleetor, because the domestic article, if 
in drawback, and the surplus exported would have | of good quality, would cost as much as the for- 
been out of the way, and left the market to your | eign; no man would perjure himself without 
fresh imports of the same article the next season. | some hope of gain by it. I consider this bill as 
For the merchant does not import, nor does the | very important; the policy and principles con- 
consumer make use of an article merely for the | tained in it are not mew. It is more than twenty 
sake of filling your Treasury. When the home| years, I believe, that the drawback has been al- 

















. production of hemp shall exceed the consumption, | lowed on rum distilled from foreign molasses. 


and you find your exporters of cordage obtaining | The objects of the system are to encourage labor, 
more for drawback than you receive for duties on | increase the exports of the country, and thereby 
imported hemp, then, indeed, it may be time to} to extend our commerce—all which objects must 
repeal your drawback law. If this was a bill to | be advantageous to the revenue. The committee 
grant drawback on goods manufactured of foreign | that reported the bill thought it prudent to proceed 
cotton, to the amount of the duties received on the | by inches, and inelpde in it but one article of raw 
raw material, then the objection would be a serious | material. If the principle shall be found correct, 
one. Such a law would require all the vigilance | I can see no good reason for stopping here ; this is 
of your custom-house officers. But this is not the | all I meant in alluding the other day to a system 
case I have to meet. It is well known that the| I wished to pursue. JI take it for granted that the 
domestic growth of the article of hemp does not | labor and skill of the people are the means for 
near equal the consumption. Iam quite sure it} common wealth, and, of course, for revenue, and 
would not be extravagant to say, that we import | that it is proper for Congress to legislate for the 
forty-nine fiftieths of the hemp we consume. The! promotion of both. It has been my lot to be al- 
small quantity of growth in this country can offer | ways with laboring people of many descriptions, 
no inducement to evade the law; and if any should | and the great object with us has been to keep all 
be found so base, still we should be safe, for it | hands at work at the most profitable business. To 
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say that we legislate too much, or that too much | to the subject. I think if I can show practically 
regulation is improper, is a mere truism; there is | that the policy, of which this bill is but an item, 
no argument in it. Iam sensible that when the | will add one cent per day to the productiveness of 
Legislature do plea they had better do noth- | the labor of all the people of this nation, I may 
ing—but it does not follow that nothing ought to | render some service. If I succeed in showing it, 
be attempted, lest we should do wrong. Remem- | in relation to fifty thousand people, it may be the 
ber the unprofitable servant who made no improv- | beginning of a rule to do so for the whole people. 
ment of the talent. I contend that this measure | Unproductive labor, or unemployed laborers, are a 
will increase the consumption of imports, and con- | great loss to the country. If fifty thousand people 
sequently will benefit the revenue. The means | produce five thousand barrels of flour, or any thing 
for revenue are imports; the means for imports | else, for a foreign market, and, when sent there, it 
are exports; and the means for exports are money. | produces no more than four thousand would have 
And what are the means for money? If I an- | done, then the one thousand extra might as well 
swer as a speculator, I say my wits; butif as a | not have been produced, as respects the interest of 
man of business, I answer hard work ; productive | the growers; the labor is completely wasted ; one- 
labor—and having been always on the Committee | fifth of the whole fifty thousand people might as 
of means, (I say nothing about the ways,) my plan | well have been idle for all the good they have 
is, to adopt measures which will add one cent per | done. Now I propose, in another way, to create 
day to the productiveness of the labor of all the | productive labor for five hundred of those ten 
people of this Republic; which will increase the | thousand persons whose labor has been useless, 
common wealth $100,000 per day, and give great | I will call them from their unproductive employ- 
means for revenue. /ment, and set them to work at making ropes; 
If we can discover the mode of doing this, the | ropes to carry to the Spanish American markets, 
means of revenue will be ample; you may take it | to furnish means for further imports, which are 
from the people in any way you please; you can | the sources of revenue. And, by productive labor, 
leave to their own use all you now draw from | these consumers will have increased means to pur- 
them, in such a pleasant way. The $100,000 per | chase imports. Five hundred persons thus called 
day would be ample for all the purposes of Gov- | off from the unproductive business will leave all 
ernment; all your contracts, Cumberland road, | the profits which formerly accrued to fifty thou- 
andall. But 1 would, by no means, be understood | sand to be divided among the remaining forty- 
as wishing to abandon the present mode of col-| nine thousand five hundred ; this will, of course, 
meting revenue; nor would I be so tenacious of it | increase the dividend—that is one item of the 
as to lose sight of every thing else. Members of | gain. Another item is, that the sum of net profits 
Congress have lately told me, that any measures | gained by the forty-nine thousand five hundred 
to give direction to the industry of the people} will be somewhat greater than that produced by 
would be putting them under guardianship—that | the whole fifty thousand; for the five hundred 
the people wish to pursue their own business in | thus taken off will become purchasers of provis- 
their own way—that they know how to set them- | ions, and make the home market a little better ; it 
selves to work better than Congress can direct | may be said that they will not consume more pro- 
them—that they choose to be left free to change | visions than before, which is very true, but by no 
their business and pursuits in life as they think | means destroys the argument, because their new 
proper. I thought this very pretty, superficial| employment gives them new means, and they 
talk, and all very good, so far as it goes. I have | become purchasers, which they were not before. 
no disposition, if I could do it, to abridge the liber-| With these two items, I think my one cent 
ties of the people ; but still I would regulate trade, | nearly gained; the foreign and domestic markets 
and leave the people perfectly free to act for them-| both made better—less to go to the foreign, and 
selves under the laws. Nothing, Mr. President, | more means for the domestic. But if 1 am charged 
but the restrictive laws would have made me a} with extravagance in these two items, I have two 
cotton spinner and weaver. I should as soon| answers to the charge. I will show you enough 
have thought of going back to spinning tops | without them, to make good my purpose—to make 
again as to spinning cotton, but for the restrictive | out my case: and those who deny the strength ol 
laws ; and it has appeared to me, for several years, | the grounds I have taken, may set the other 49,500 
that there was about as much necessity for our | idle, or worse than idle, persons at work in some 
statesmen to look about them as in those restric-| other way. Now, sir, 1 will show yon how to 
tive times. It cannot be said that the people| save the one cent per day, by another mode ot 
have not given power. Congress has gone all | caleulation—I mean the produce of the 500 people, 
lengths in the exercise of this power—even to stop | who earned nothing before ; I take only the mod- 
the whole commerce of the nation, and, with it, | erate quantity of 1,000 tons of Russian hemp—! 
the revenue. This was surely giving some direc- | must have 200 of the people, all the year round, to 
tion to that great branch of business which gives | manufacture this hemp into cordage, and the re- 
direction to all others—at a time, too, when by | maining 300 to navigate the ships engaged in the 
great and mighty changes from war to peace, we| trade. The young men of the Eastern States 
had lost our markets by the restrictions of other | make the best of seamen—the ocean is their mis- 
nations; though they did not lose their markets | tress—when the other lasses prove unkind, they 
with us; we have not met restriction by restric-| take to the ocean. I must also have, to carry my 
tion, but in a very trifling degree. But to return} plan into execution, 2,000 tons of shipping to bring 
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the hemp, 1,000 to take the cordage to market, | a regret at his absence, and, as his friends told 
makin F000 tons; and about 4,000 barrels of tar, | him, had thrown a glove upon the floor, which he 
from the pine woods of my worthy friends from | must take up. This he would therefore do, from 
North Carolina ; although they say the tar would | an impulse of his nature, which he feared, on 
find a market elsewhere—so it may be said of | many occasions, would manifest that his rashness 
cotton, and all other articles; but there is some-| was only exceeded by his feebleness. He took it 
thing in having a home market ; it is always most | up, too, with the more readiness, as it could alone 
safe and permanent ; the cultivators of the sugar | be presented or received in amity. The gentle- 
cane, of butter, cheese, and many other things, | man from Rhode Island did very little justice to 
acknowledge the superiority of the home market. | the confidence he reposed in his project, if he sup- 
The coasting trade, in carrying the tar, and the | posed he was averse toit. So far from it, he went 
people employed in making it, will be benefited | with him the whole length of what he considered 
a little. But I have support enough, without | the extent of his views, when he understood him 
bringing those trifles into the computation. | to state, that this was the precursor of a system of 
The manufacturing of 100 tons of hemp, at 30 dollars | Measures to encourage the commerce of the coun- 
the ton,is - : . - . - $30,000 | try; and, if the bill passed, he meant to extend it 
250 tons of cordage, gained in weight by the to other articles. 
addition of the tar, at $210 per ton, is - 52,500! Mr. L. said it had been a general, and, in some 
————_| degree, a popular belief, that the allowance of a 
$82,500 | drawback on foreign articles exported, was, in 
Deduct for 4,000 bbls. tar, at 1} dollars per fact, an extraction of so much money from the 
barrel - - - - + + = %,600) public Treasury; a diminution of the revenue. No 
idea could possibly be more unfounded and falla- 
Amount from which the manufacturer may cious ; so far from it, the most salutary and bene- 
pay his 200 people = - - _- _ - $75,000) ferent feature of the whole commercial and fiscal 
Freight of 1,000 tons of hemp from Russia- 30,000 |.» tem of the country was the introduction of the 
Do. of cordage to Spanish America =- —_ 20,000 atiowance of drawback on exportations of foreign 
$125,500 | Commodities, which had been previously imported. 
: He meant to take up but little of the time of the 








These additional means will richly make up 





any deficiency of the one cent per day for Senate, but he would briefly state some of its 
the 49,500, people and more than pay for | effects. ; 
the labor of the 500. From the only record to which he could have 
But, as I am not disposed to give too much | access,* it would appear that, in a period of ten 
to those unprofitable servants, who are for | years, from 1802 to 1812, the whole amount of 
doing nothing these hard times, I take the | exports from the United States, was from seven 
one cent per day which my measure saves to eight hundred millions of dollars, of which, 
to the 49,500 people, which amounts, per | upwards of three hundred millions of dollars con- 
amnumto - - - - = = $154,935 | sisted of articles of foreign produce, previously 
_ o—-—— | imported into the United States; during which 
And charge to the Senate, for not passing | time our tonnage amounted to from eight hundred 


the bill at the last session, the whole 


ne ee ee to a million of tons of shipping, nearly one half of 


which, or from four to five hundred thousand tons 
; _o———— | of shipping, were employed in this commerce, re- 
And this constitutes but one small item of the | sulting exclusively from the allowance of draw- 
load of sin of omission which Congress will have | backs; thus giving to our navigation two freights, 
to answer for. ee _. | and the ultimate profit on the adventures; all 
Now, gentlemen may say, this is only a vision- | which was deposited in Europe, and went to the 
ary scheme, very easy to be shown on paper. But | extinction of that purtentous balance, which, in 
they may rest assured that I am no dealer in | the eyes of some political economists, had men- 
visions ; they will find something solid in it ; and | aced us with destruction and bankruptcy for the 
if the bill is not passed, I hope the people will | last thirty years; and, without the allowance of 
hold up the black catalogue on election day, and | which, with our very onerous rate of duties, not 
call the attention of gentlemen to it, if I cannot. | one dollar could have been exported; for, although 
In this calculation, I have said nothing of the | in some years the importation might be less, in 
profits to be derived by the merchant; I leave} some more, yet, on an average of ten years, the 
them with the lawyers, to take care of themselves. | importation must. of necessity, without the allow- 
When Mr. D’ Wotr concluded— ance of drawback, be limited to the actual domes- 
Mr. Lioyp, of Massachusetts, then rose, and | tic consumption, and, in consequence, our com- 
said he would ask the indulgence of the Senate | merce would have been crippled, our seamen re- 
only for a few minutes; he was not entitled, at | duced one half, and our revenue been diminished ; 
any time, to claim it for a long period, but still | as, with its allowance, the drawback never being 
less than common, at present, as he had not in- | equal to the duty, a residuum is always left in the 
tended entering into the discussion of the bill, and | public treasury. 
was not prepared to doit; but, being absenton| This prosperous state of things had, indeed, in 
public business, he had understood that the honor- 
able gentleman from Rhode Island had expressed | * Seybert’s Statistics. 

















considerable degree, ceased ; circumstances might, 
however, bring it back again; and if it returned, 
or existed at all, it could only exist beneficially. 

The allowance of drawback had indeed been 
the great and fruitful source of our prosperity; 
from the encouragement it gave to commerce, it 
built up our cities, gave wealth to our merchants, 
and embellishment to the interior. He, there- 
fore, warmly advocated the allowance of an ex- 
tended system of drawback. There was but one 
difficulty to be guarded against, and he was wil- 
ling to state that, and to meet it. This was the 
difficulty in preventing frauds in identifying the 
articles imported when in a raw state, and when 
exported in a state of manufacture. It was true, 
perhaps, that, in some cases, in proportion to the 
skill and adroitness of the manufacturer of the 
article, might be the deterioration of the article; 
that the more glue or starch there was in cotton, 
the thinner the window glass, or the more tar in 
the cordage, the worse the fabric, but the greater 
the profit to the maker. All this might be guard- 
ed against in the details of the bill; the objections 
did not affect the principle; and, if gentlemen 
thought en as the bill had heretofore been 
unsuccessfully before the Senate, there was one 
way in which the difficulty could, at any rate, be 
cured, and he, for one, would readily resort to it ; 
it would be interesting to a very fertile and im- 
portant part of the country, entitled, for its fer- 
tility and its population, to an equal degree of 
patronage and protection with any other part of 
the United States. He alluded to the western 
part of the country; and he would, for his own 
part, also be willing to allow a bounty on Ken- 
tucky hemp, when made into cordage, and ex- 

rted, to keep pace with the drawback on manu- 

actured foreign hemp. The present state of the 

agriculture of that country required protection as 
well as our commerce; nor was he afraid of the 
effect on the Treasury; the receipts would be 
abundant; we had now a surplus; our revenue 
was ample; we were curtailing our establish- 
ments, and annually diminishing our public debt; 
and, although our importations might fall off 
the next year, they would not materially lessen. 
There was one cause, not generally taken into 
view, to prevent it, the operation of which we 
neither would nor could retard; that was, the an- 
nual addition, from the increase of our population, 
alone, of five hundred thousand human beings to 
the class of consumers. He said he hoped the 
bill would pass. 

Mr. Taxsot, of Kentucky, then moved to 
amend the bill, so as to allow a bounty on cord- 
age manufactured from domestic hemp as well as 
a drawback on that manufactured from foreign 
hemp. 

And, without taking a question on this pro- 
posed amendment, the bill was then again ordered 
to lie on the table. 





Monpay, December 30. 


Epwarp Luoyp, from the State of Maryland, 
attended this day. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 56 
Proceedings. 


Decemser, 1822, 





Joun Tayior, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Virginia, in place of 


James Pleasants, resigned, produced his credep. 


tials, was qualified, and took his seat in the 
Senate. 

Mr. Ropney presented the petition of the Pres. 
ident and Directors of the Chesapeake and Dela. 
ware Canal Company, praying the aid of the 
General Government. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. Tatzor submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca. 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing a subscription, on behalf of the Govern. 
ment of the United States, of a certain portion of the 
stock of the Ohio, as well as of the Delaware and 
Chesapeake Canal Companies, or of any other com- 
pany which has been incorporated within the United 
States for the improvement of internal commerce and 
navigation. 


Mr. Ruaaues, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which the subject was referred, made a report, 
accompanied with a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Forrest. The report and bill were read, and the 
bill passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
tion of James Morrison, of Tantei. raying 
relief in the settlement of his accounts. The pe- 
tition was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion, by Mr. Ruaeues, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred, on the 19th instant, 
the petition of James Lloyd, of Virginia, praying 
compensation for certain services rendered, and 
expenses incurred, were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Sournarp, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred, on the 27th in- 
instant, the petition of Samuel N. Smallwood, 
and others, citizens of the District of Columbia, 
praying certain amendments to the laws of the 

istrict, reported that the prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted. 

Mr. Sournarp, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill to abolish imprison- 
ment for debt, reported the same, without amend- 
ment; and, on motion, by Mr. Jounson, of Ken- 
tucky, it was taken up, as in Committee of the 
Whole ; and, on his motion, the further consider- 
ation thereof was postponed to, and made the or- 
der of the day for, Monday next. 

The resolution for a new rule for conducting 
business in the Senate, as it respects private bills, 
was read the second time; and, on motion by Mr. 
Ropnpey, laid on the tabie. 

Mr. Sournarp submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of continu- 
ing in force the act, entitled “An act to provide for 
reports of the decisions of the Supreme Court,” passed 
the third day of March, 1817. 

The bill, entitled “An act to make perpetual en 
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act, passed the third day of March, 1817, entitled 
‘An act to continue in force an act further to pro- 
vide for the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ passed third day of March, 1815, and 
for other purposes,” was read the second time; 
and, on motion by Mr. Lowrie, referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of the representatives of John Donelson, Thomas 
Carr, and others; and, no amendment having 
been made thereto, it was reported to the House; 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
tuume. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Ebenezer Stevens, and others; and, on motion, 
it was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill appropriating moneys for the purpose of re- 

iring the national road from Cumberland to 

heeling ; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Robert Purdy; and the further consideration 
thereci was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Alexander Humphrey and Sylvester Hum- 
phrey; and, no amendment having been made 
thereto, it was reported to the House; and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 


DRAWBACK ON CORDAGE. 


The Senate then resumed, in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to allowa 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufac- 
tured from imported hemp—the amendment pro- 
posed on Friday by Mr. Taxzor, to extend the 
bounty to cordage manufactured from domestic as 
well as foreign hemp, being the question first in 
order. 

On this proposition to amend the bill, as well 
as on the bill itself, a debate followed, which oc- 
cupied about three hours—embracing, besides ar- 
guments and views of general policy, numerous 
commercial details, of which even a condensed 
sketch would occupy much space. The following 
was the course of the debate: 

Mr. TaLzor submitted the reasons which in- 
duced him to offer the amendment; which, how- 
ever, he was not very anxious for, not being fully 
aware of all its effects; but with which the bill 
would be more acceptable to him, and without 
which he could not vote for it. 

Mr. Sarrn, of Maryland, spoke at considerable 
length against the amendment, as containing a 
re new in our system of domestic policy, 

azardous and inexpedient, and argued in favor 
of the bill, as proposing a measure consistent with 
the course of the Government from its origin, 
and one which had greatly benefited the enter- 
prise, the private wealth, and public prosperity of 
the nation. 


Mr. Dickerson, of New Jersey, said, if this bill 
is to pass, it must be upon general principles, as 
it is avowed to be but the beginning of a system 
which shall embrace all articles manufactured of 
foreign materials. It therefore assumes a degree 
of importance which otherwise would not belong 
to it. 


My objections to this bill, said he, are not all 
obviated by the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Taine te strike 
out the word “foreign,” so as to extend the draw- 
back to cordage manufactured from domestic 
hemp. The amendment would destroy the prin- 
ciple of the bill, while it would do nothing to pro- 
mote the growing of hemp in this country. Ar- 
guments against the bill will show the inexpediency 
of the amendment. 


This bill has been introduced with the avowed 
obiect of promoting-the manufactures of this coun- 
try; and the pence from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LuoypD) is willing also to promote the agriculture 
of the Western States, by adopting the proposed 
amendment. So far as this bill, with its amend- 
ment, would protect the manufacturing and agri- 
cultural interests of the country, it must be by a 
system of bounties; a vos which, as yet, has 
only been extended to those engaged in the fishe- 
ries in the Eastern States. The friends of manu- 
factures in the United States have asked for pro- 
tection, not bounties. They have asked that the 
home market should be sacred to them; not that 
they should be enabled to compete with the for- 
eign manufacturers in foreign markets. They 
have no great desire to manufacture cordage for 
our neighbors, of foreign materials, by which a 
very slight increase of value is given to the raw 
material—five per cent. perhaps; while we send 
our cotton across the Atlantic to be manufactured, 
and bring it back for our own consumption, after 
it is increased in value five hundred per cent. 


The friends of manufactures wish, in the first 
place, to be so far protected by Congress, as to be 
enabled to manufacture such articles as we want 
for our own consumption, and out of materials the 
produce of our country. How sparingly this pro- 
tection has been afforded, will appear by an ex- 
amination of our products. We import, of wool- 
len and cotton goods alone, at the rate of about 
sixteen millions of dollars a year, and of other ar- 
ticles nine or ten millions; seven-eighths of which 
we ought to manufacture for ourselves, of domes- 
tic materials. And to this circumstance is entirely 
owing the pecuniary distress of the country. And 
while we Were despairing of being able to afford 
a remedy for this evil, we are all at once surprised 
with an offer of protection, by a system of boun- 
ties; and this offer, too, from the East. The in- 
dustry of the Eastern States has long been fostered 
by a system of bounties extended to their fisheries. 
To this the middle and manufacturing States have 
cheerfully contributed. The favor, heretofore, has 
not been reciprocated, though often asked ; but now, 
it seems, the debt is to be discharged. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts thinks the prosperous 
state of our finances will warrant Congress in 
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adopting the system of bounties proposed by the 
amendment to this bill. 

But, unfortunately for us, the proposed amend- 
ment, however well intended, will not, in the 
slightest degree, promote the interest of agriculture 
or manufactures. The gentleman (Mr. D’Wo tr) 
who introduced this bill, informs us that forty- 
nine fiftieths of all the hemp manufactured or 
consumed in the United States is imported from 
Europe; and, for this plain reason, that notwith- 
standing the duty on foreign hemp, the expense 
of importation, and other charges, it can still be 

rchased in our market on better terms, or at a 
ower price than the domestic hemp. This has 
long been the case, and will continue to be so, un- 
less we increase the duty on hemp, which does 
not appear to be any part of the plan of gentlemen 
who introduced this bill. The gentleman from 
Kentucky thinks that, by extending the drawback 
to the cordage made by domestic as well as for- 
eign hemp, it will add to the price of the domes- 
tic hemp, and thus promote the agriculture of the 
Western States. But nothing can be more falla- 
cious. No part of this bounty would ever reach 
a pound of domestic hemp in consequence of this 
amendment. The person about to purchase hemp, 
to be ennbaccarch into cordage, for exportation, 
would buy that which he could procure on the 
best terms ; that, at present, would be the foreign 
hemp, YY half a cent per pound. No domestic 
hemp, of course, would be purchased for this pur- 
= This bill, with its amendment, gives a 

unty of a cent per pound to the domestic as well 
as the foreign hemp. The difference in favor of 
the foreign hemp would still be the same it was 
before, that is, half a cent per pound ; and of course 
none of the domestic hemp would be purchased 
for this manufacture. The bounty, therefore, 
would not reach the domestic, but would produce 
an excessive importation of Russia hemp. And, 
as the conditions required for exportation of cord- 
age for the benefit of drawback, as the quantity 
to be exported must be at least ten tons, (about 
the value of fifteen hundred dollars,) and in ves- 
sels of not less than sixty tons burden, would 
frequently not be complied with, large quantities 
of hemp, imported for exportation, would remain 
on hand, and glut the domestic market, and thus 
put an end to produce of domestic hemp; while 
the whole of the manufacture and exportation of 
cordage would be confined to a few large capital- 
ists in our seaport towns. 

This cannot be considered as a bill for the en- 
couragement of domestic manufactures, because 
the slight additional value given to the raw ma- 
terial, by the manufacture of cordage, is of no im- 
portance when compared with other objects that 
demand our attention. And it is calculated ma- 
terially to injure agriculture. 

It may, however, be considered asa bill in favor 
of the bisinn interest, and, as such, demands 
our serious attention. And if it can be made to 
serve that interest, without prejudice to other im- 
portant interests, it will be our duty to vote for it. 

I must be permitted to believe that the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island greatly overrates the im- 





Decemser, 1829. 
rtance of his bill. He charges Congress with 
0,000 for having neglected to pass his bill las, 
session. We might, he says, have made and ey. 
ported a thousand tons of cordage during the las, 
year, for which we should have received one hun. 
dred and fifty dollars per ton. This, however, 
would amount to no more than $150,000. There. 
fore, our loss could be no more than this sum, j{ 
our good friends, the Russians, had given us the 
hemp, and it had cost nothing to import, manu- 
facture, and export it; but a thousand tons of 
cordage is about twice the quantity we shall be 
able to sell in the West Indies and South America. 

As the American tonnage is exceeded by that 
of no nation except Great Britain, it may be as- 
sumed as a safe position, that the cordage wanted 
for our own shipping would be five times as much 
as we could sell in the West Indies and South 
America, even if we had the whole market to 
ourselves, which we never shall have. 

I will endeavor to make an estimate of the 
amount of cordage required for our own shipping, 
by taking an average of the four years, 1817, 1818, 
1819, and 1820. The portion of domestic hemp 
made use of, being very small, is not taken into 
the calculation. In those four years we imported, 
of cables and tarred cordage, 684 tons; and, du- 
ring the same time, exported 400 tons, upon which 
a drawback was allowed; leaving 284 tons for 
our own ships. It appears from this that nearly 
five-eighths of the whole imported, was afterwards 
exported for the benefit of drawback. It is be- 
lieved, however, by those who are acquainted 
with our commerce and shipping, that a large 
portion of this cordage, 200 tons at least, thus ex- 
ported, has been transferred again to our own 
ships, and appropriated to the rigging of those 
ships, by which the revenue has been defrauded 
to the amount of thirteen or fourteen thousand 
dollars. In the year 1817, the quantity exported 
exceeded the quantity imported by nearly ten 
tons. This might have arisen from a surplus of 
imports the preceding year ; affording a just ground 
to suspect fraud. iT we add these 200 tons to the 
284 tons, it will make 484 tons of cordage for our 
own shipping. Deduct 20 per cent. for the tar, 
and it will leave 366 tons of hemp contained in 
this cordage. 

During the same years, we imported 14,151 tons 
of hemp; of this, we will suppose one-third part 
was made use of for other purposes of manufac- 
ture than cables and cordage. This will leave 
9,434 tons, to which add the 366 tons contained 
in the imported cordage, and it amounts to 9,797 
tons of hemp, for our whole shipping for four 
years, or 2,449 tons per year. The fifth part of 
which quantity, 489 tons, or, at most, 500 tons, is 
as much as we can hope to sell to the people of 
South America and the West Indies. This, how- 
ever, is exclusive of about 100 tons a year, which 
would be fraudulently exported and made use of 
for rig ing our own vessels. 

As the hemp of which this cordage is made, is 
to be paid for, together with charges for importa- 
tion, manufacture, and exportation; and, as it 
must be sold at the lowest profit, as otherwise the 
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English will undersell us, the clear profits will be 

so smal!, that I shall feel no uneasiness as to my 

part of the responsibility of having neglected to 
ss this bill last session. 

If it is the true policy of our Government to 
encourage the manufacture of articles from for- 
eign materials, by an allowance of drawbacks, we 
are about to begin with the most unfortunate ar- 
ticle that could be selected. 

Because the manufacture of cordage adds less, 
than almost any others, to the value of the raw 
material ; because it will discourage agriculture 
by putting an end to the growth of hemp in the 
Western country; because it will lead to more 
abuse and fraud upon the revenue than any other 
article; and because it will increase our commerce 
with Russia, which always has been, and always 
will be, an unfavorable one to this country. 

If great frauds now take place in the exporta- 
tion of cordage under our drawback law, which 
are strict, what are we to expect under the present 
bill, which provides no adequate protection for 
our revenue ? 

The cordage now imported, must be exported 
within a year of its importation, to entitle the ex- 
porter to the benefit of drawback; and to coun- | 
tries not immediately adjoining the United States; 
but under this bill no time is prescribed—and the 
cordage may be landed in the English or Spanish 
territories, within sight of the United States. 
The oaths to be taken for the safety of the revenue 
are of so loose a texture that they may be com- 
pletely evaded without exposing the exporters to | 
a prosecution for perjury. 

In the making of cordage twenty per cent. of 
tar is made use of, says the gentleman from Rhode 
Island. I believe more frequently twenty-five per 
cent., and I think I have seen ropes composed of 
one-third part tar. The manufacturer will find it 
his interest to use as much tar as possible in his 
cordage, because, by this, he will obtain a draw- 








back upon an article which pays no duty. 

In the year 1794, a duty of eight cents per pound 
was laid upon snuff, manufactured for sale,.and a 
drawback equal to the duty granted on such as 
should be exported to a foreign country; with 
abundance of oaths, to protect the revenue from 
fraud. 

In 1795, it was discovered, that the apparent 
gross amount of the duties on this article, amounted 
to twenty thousand dollars, and that the draw- 
backs upon the same amounted to twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Congress then changed their 
plan, and laid a tax upon snuff mills, and allowed 
a drawback of six cents per pound upon snuff ex- 
ported. But the makers of snuff were an over- | 
match for Congress. They ground up large quan- | 
tities of the stocks and stems of tobacco, which, 
under the name of snuff, they exported ; and, thus 
received from the treasury six cents per pound up- 
on an article which cost them about two cents per 
pound, and which was worth nothing; and, 
finally, Congress abandoned this snuff business, 
asa losing concern. If our rope-makers should 
prove to be as adroit in their business as these in| 
genious snuff-grinders, we may possibly see ropes 
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= entirely of tar, for the benefit of draw- 
ck. 

This bill will have a tendency to increase our 
trade with Russia, which has always been unfa- 
vorable to the United States. We import from 
that country chiefly hemp and iron ; articles which 
we can produce at home, to an unlimited extent; 
articles, too, for which we should never depend 
on foreign nations, in peace or war. The impor- 
tation of these articles for home consumption, 
would, under any circumstances, be highly preju- 
dicial to this country; but the more so, while the 
balance of trade with that nation is against us, to 
an amount of more than twenty millions of dol- 
lars, in the last twenty years. 

In the year ending the 30th September, 1821, 


Our imports from Russia amounted to - $1,852,199 
Our exports to Russia of domes- 
tic produce and manufacture, 
to - - - - - $127,939 
Of foreign produce and manu- 
facture - - - - 500,955 
628,844 
Leaving against us a balance of = - - $1,223,305 


In fact, Russia wants but little of our produce; 
and we want none of hers. 

The gentleman from Rhode Island professes 
great anxiety to be doing something for the ben- 
efit of the manufactures of this country. I will 
take the liberty of pointing his attention to sub- 
jects of the highest importance, which will afford 
him an ample field for the exercise of his talents 
and his practical knowledge. 

During the last year, we imported, for domestic 
consumption, articles to an amount of more than 
twenty-five millions of dollars, seven-eighths of 
which we ought to manufacture for ourselves, and 
from the produce of our country. 


Of woollen and cotton goods (value) - $16,000,000 
Ardent spirits - - - . - 3,000,000 
Sugars - - - - - - 2,000,000 
Russia, Ravens, and Holland duck and 
sheeting - - - - - - 500,000 
White and red lead, ochres and other 
paints - - : - : - 300,000 
Lead in sheets, bars, pigs, and shot : 300,000 
Cables, cordage, tarred and untarred, and 
twine - - - - - - 130,000 
Hammered bar iron = - - - - 1,000,000 
Other kinds of iron and steel - - 500,000 
Articles of iron and steel, paying ad va- 
lorem duties - - - - + 1,500,000 
$25,230,000 








This list might be extended toa variety of other 
important articles. e 

When we shall have taken care to manufac- 
ture these articles for ourselves, it will be time to 
provide for our neighbors. 

Mr. D’Wo tr replied to Mr. Dickerson and 
others. He spoke at considerable length, further 
in support of the bill, and to show that there was 
po connexion between the objects and effects of 
this bill, and the amendment offered with the 
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view of encouraging the growth of domestic | panies which have been incorporated within the 
hemp. If introduced separately, he was ready to | United States, for the improvement of interna] 


give his support to any just measure for the en- commerce and navigation, and agreed thereto. 
couragement of hemp and other staples of the! The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Western dountry ; and argued to show that the motion of yesterday, for instructing the Committee 
amendment would not produce the result, &c. on the Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of 
Mr. Morrit was decidedly opposed to the | continuing in force the act to provide for reports 
amendment ; but was not averse to the bill itself, | of the decisions of the Supreme Court, and agreed 
particularly if certain restrictions should be adopt- | thereto. 
ed; and submitted at some length his views of The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
the effect which each would produce on the reve- | report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 
nue, which he apprehended would be seriously | petition of Samuel N. Smallwood, and others, cit- 
impaired if the bill passed with the amendment. | izens of the District of Columbia; and, in concur- 
r. TALBor again rose and addressed the Sen- | rence therewith, resolved that the prayer of the 
ate in support and explanation of the opinions he petitioners ought not to be granted. 


had before advanced, and in reply to the oppo-' The bill for the relief of| Daniel Seward was 
nents of the amendment. read the second time. 
Mr. Dickerson and Mr. D’Wo tr a'so further | The bill for the relief of John Buhler was read 


cs wage their views ; when the second time, and referred to the Committee 
he question was taken on Mr. Tatsor’s on Public Lands. 


amendment, and was lost—ayes 15, noes 28. __ Tht bill for the relief of Joseph Forrest was 
_Mr. Macon then submitted, much at large, his | read the second time. 
views in opposition to the bill, and the policy—so | Mr, Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the peti- 


: ene to the private happiness of those nations | tion of Ann Dubord, wife of Joseph Antonio De 
which had most pursued it—that of allowing | Reano, of the city of New Orleans, ing per- 


iD, 
bounties t ticular cl f th ity. | miesi Oe 

les (0 particular Classes of the community. | mission to remove her slaves from Cuba. The pe- 
He adverted to various particulars connected with | tition was read, and referred to the Committee on 
the agriculture, commerce, and other interests of | the Judiciar 


the nation, to point out where the policy of the' Mr, Van a from the Cévaunittes Gn Publi 
Government had been beneficial and where detri- | 7... a 7 a F Goue 


+ en th as | Lands, to which was referred the petition of Al- 
mental to the public interest. ._, | exander A. White, made a report, accompanied 
Mr. Lownie briefly stated why he conceived | with a resolution, that the prayer of the petitioner 
that the bill without the amendment would dis- | oycht not to be cranted 
° . i > 5 : 
courage the growth of hemp in this country, | Mr. Van D f th Stee 
which was an important staple, and the domestic |_ i; YAN cad on See See hue B ors nt 
production of which, under circumstances that eraie ts " Sate een Joshua Russell, 
oes s ‘of Tyler county, Virginia, made a report, accom- 
aon Arite, would be ruined by the operation of — with a bill for the relief of Joshua Russel. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate. | he ee bill were read, and passed to the 
Mr. Cuanp er, wishing to offer some amend- | S°COne reading. 
ments to the bill, moved to postpone its further | aie 4 ac wa of ier Beery 
consideration to Monday next. This motion was eae sonal OTT A ee ’ 
wearers tnees os after a few explanatory The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
. ; « i . ~ 
remarks, proposed an amendment, to require the | 2°02 Donelson, sno, Carr, iy others, was 
person about to export cordage for the benefit of | 7e@d @ third time, Ce » Urter oP ae Pact a 
the drawback, “to furnish the collector of the i 3 the eee pit "id ae re tha 
‘customs, at the port from which the exportation pl top ee tag egg i de pooper osetia hich 
‘is to take place, with satisfactory evidence to | e@gtossed bill for the relief of John Byers, whic 
‘ show what ship or vessel the raw material was ee ne given J read a third time; and, re- 
‘imported in, of which the article to be exported | ° Af, » s aBbincg dee end dth ‘al of Wil- 
‘ was made, and that it was imported within one | ,, “"-/!CKERSON presented the memoria of © 
‘ year then last past.” liam Gamble, praying compensation for services, 
This amendment was opposed by Mr. Smit, | 2S inspector of the customs. The memorial was 
of Maryland ; but, before the question was taken, | T¢44; and referred to the Committee of Claims. : 
the bill and amendment were, on mgtion of Mr.|__ Mr. Lanman presented the petition of Elija 
ParROTT, postponed to Thursday. Boardman, captain. in the second regiment of 
< United States’ infantry, praying relief in the set- 
| tlement of his accounts. The petition was read, 
Tuespay, December 31. and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
motion of the 30th instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Roads and Canals to inquire into| The Senate took up, in Committee of the 
the expediency of authorizing a subscription, on | Whole, the bill making an appropriation for the 
behalf of the Government of the United States, of | repair of the national road from Cumberland to 
a certain portion of the stock of the different com- | the Ohio river. 
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On the question of filling the blank left in the! 


pill for the amount of the appropriation— 

Mr. Tausor said he was not able, from his own 
observation alone, to say with confidence what 
sum would be adequate to the object of the bill. 
At the last session the sum of nine thousand dol- 
lars would have been sufficient; but such had | 
been the injuries and dilapidations suffered subse- 
quently by the neglect to make the repairs in time, | 
that he was induced to believe it weuld now re- 
quire not less than thirty thousand dollars to put 
the road in good condition on its whole extent. 
This opinion was founded not on his own obser- 
vation alone, as he had stated, but on the infor 





mation of gentlemen of judgment and veracity 
who had recently travelled the road. He there- 
fore moved that the blank be filled with thirty 
thousand. 

Mr. Macon thought it would be best not to de- 
cide this question by guess, but endeavor to obtain 
information to govern the Senate in voting the 
appropriation ; and for the purpose of giving time 
for inquiry, he moved that the bill be postponed 
to Thursday. : 

Mr. Taxzor had no objection to the postpone- 
ment; but he was not aware of any means by 
which the Senate could acquire more precise in- 
formation than it now had in its possession—the 
opinion which he had given, being derived from 
the information of intelligent men, who had just 
passed over the road. 

Mr. Smits, of Maryland, thought the sum pro- 
posed rather large; and suggested whether the 

entleman had not better inform himself, at the 
reasury Department, what sum would probably 
be necessary for the object. 

Mr. R. M. Jonnson, of Kentucky, would not 
object to the postponement, if gentlemen would 
point out any resources of positive information ; 
but he was convinced, after all their inquiries, the 
question would be entirely conjectural. It was 
impossible for the Senate, on such a question, to 
proceed with mathematical certainty ; he wished 
them to vote, at once, the sum which appeared to 
them requisite—either thirty thousand, or twenty- 
five thousand, or twenty thousand dollars, but not 
procrastinate the subject without any probability 
of acquiring more precise information. His col- 
league had conversed with intelligent gentlemen 
well acquainted with the road, and the informa- 
tion derived from them was as good, he presumed, 
as could be obtained ; if any better were expected, 
he would thank gentlemen to point it out. Al- 
though he believed that thirty thovsand dollars 
would not be more than necessary, he would rather 
take twenty thousand than postpone the bill. Mr. 
J. remarked that the Senate had been liberal to 
the West at the last session, on a similar question, 
and he.hoped they would now show towards that 
section of the country a feeling:not less kind, but 
vote a sum adequate to put the road in repair. 

Mr. Ruagies would merely suggest, before the 
question was taken, that the second and third 
sections of the bill, (which provide for the ap- 
pointment of an agent to superintend the repairs) 
were unnecessary, as he believed the superintend- 
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fore filled the appointment, (Mr. 
Shriver,) was still in office; for he, although the 
road had been completed some time, had been re- 
tained for the purpose of closing the accounts, and 
a better or more faithful agent, Mr. R. presumed 
could not be obtained. 

The bill was then postponed to Thursday. 


ROBERT PURDY. 


The Senate took up, in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Colonel Robert 
Purdy. 


[The circumstances on which this bill was founded, 
were, according to the report of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, the following: In the year 1809, 
Robert Purdy, the petitioner, was a Lieutenant Col- 
onel in the Army of the United States, and in com- 
mand of the troops stationed at Highwassee garrison. 
A certain William Luty, a pedlar by occupation, ap- 
plied for permission to sell goods to the soldiers, which 
was granted him on condition that he would not sell 
spirituous liquors to the soldiers, nor Indian coun- 
trymen. Shortly after said Luty obtained this permis- 
sion, he was detected in violating garrison orders, 
whereupon he was confined under guard, and was 
convicted by a court of inquiry, of having sold spirits, 
both to the troops and Indian countrymen. Luty was 
kept under guard for about three days, when he was 
liberated and directed to leave the garrison ; but, in- 
stead of complying with these directions, Luty got 
possession of one or two cabins near the garrison, and 
within the Indian territory, where he continued to sell 
spirits, to the great injury of the subordination and 
discipline of the garrisun, and in violation of the laws 
regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes. Colonel 
Purdy ordered the cabins in which Luty had taken 
shelter to be pulled down, and they were demolished 
accordingly. After Luty was thus forced to leave the 
garrison, he instituted actions of trespass and false im- 
prisonment against Colonel Purdy, and thereby sub- 
jected him to the payment of $816 70, costs, and 
charges. It appears that the court in Tennessee 
claimed and exercised jurisdiction of acts committed 
within the Indian territory, and determined that Luty 
could not be considered a sutler, because he was pro- 
hibited from selling spirits. The committee remark 
that it is a subject of much delicacy to review the 
decisiuns of our courts of justice; but are compelled 
to remark, that the jurisdiction of the court in*this 
case is doubtful, to say the least of it. And they are 
confident that a license to sell spirits is not essential 
to constitute the character of a sutler. But, admitting 
the court to be correct, both as to jurisdiction, and the 
definition of a sutler, yet the committee are of opinion 
the petitioner is entitled to relief. Because, they are 
satisfied he acted with the sole view of promoting the 
public interest confided to his command ; that he had 
no other means of restoring order and subordination 
among the troops, and of enforcing the laws of the 
United States, regulating intercourse with the Indian 
tribes. And, that he pursued, on this occasion, the 
same course which had been universally adopted by 
the commanding officer of our frontier garrisons. And, 
therefore, they reported the bill for his relief. ] 


Mr. Wixuiams, of Tennessee, recapitulated, for 
the information of gentlemen who were not in the 
Senate in former sessions when this bill was con- 
sidered, the facts of the case, and the reasons gen- 
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erally which rendered its passage just and equi- | not get information on and fully understand every 
table. | subject, they appointed a committee of one mem. 
Mr. Macon made an inquiry or two of the | ber, called a Reporter, and all the rest of the body 
chairman of the Military Committee, relative to | relied on the statements of that one individual, 
some of the facts stated in the report, touching the | This practice virtually reduced the body to a sin- 
legality of the conduct of Colonel Purdy. It was | gle member. Here, said Mr. T., we pursue the 
a pretty high-handed measure, Mr. M. said, for a | same course, and judge on claims at second hand, 
citizen to be imprisoned by a military officer, and | on the report of the gentlemen of the committee, 
he wished to be satisfied that the act was jus- | If, Mr. T. continued, we are to act on such ques. 
tifiable. | tions, which are judicial in their character, we 
Mr. Wituiams, of Tennessee, replied to the | ought to decide according to the principles which 
question of Mr.Macon. The cabins occupied by | govern judges. Would a bench of judges leave 
Luty were on the line of the Indian territory, and | the decision of a case to one of their number, and 
when that part which was within the boundary | all the rest submit their judgments to the opinion 
was demolished, the other of course fell. When | of thatone? Such was the practice in the Legis- 
Luty committed the act for which he was impris- | lature, and it showed the impropriety of bringing 
oned, it was not only within the Indian reserva- | into Congress such business, which belonged prop- 
tion, but within the encampment ground of Colo- | erly to the courts, where each one who had to 
nel Purdy. Mr. W. said the courts of Tennessee | decide, was well informed of the merits of the 
had decided that the jurisdiction of the State was | case, and rendered justice accordingly. But if 
coextensive with its chartered limits, as well with- | such subjects are to be received by appeal from 
in the Indian grounds as where the Indian title | the courts, we ought, Mr. T. said, for the sake of 
had been extinguished, and had, in pursuance of | that economy which all profess to desire, to ap- 
that principle, given damages to Luty. The courts | point a court of exchequér, instead of deciding 
of Georgia, Mr. W. said, he understood had de- | them here. Let us, said he, take a hint from mo- 
cided differently, and he was inclined to think this ; narchical Governments, (certainly not renowned 
decision was a correct one, though he was not | for their economy,) and appoint a court of exche- 
prepared to give a positive opinion. | quer, which will be better able to decide where 
Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, would make a sug- | justice lies, than such a body as this, where all are 
gestion, as apposite to the subject, though perhaps | too much occupied with business of a different 
unimportant. The United States had assigned | kind to investigate such subjects. Mr. T. con- 
all the judicial power they possessed to its own | tinued to argue at some length against the prac- 
courts; one moiety of the judicial power of the | tice of acting on such claims in Congress, where 
people was assigned to the Federal courts, and | so much depended on the talents and integrity of 
the other moiety to the State courts; would it not, | any gentleman who might patronize a claim. It 
therefore, he asked, be unconstitutional for Con- | was spending the money of the nation on cases 
ress to undertake to revise a judicial decision ? | which were not understood, and in fees which the 
ould it rightfully interfere with such decisions, | litigants would have to pay in court, and ought 
after they were made by the courts? If the trial | to pay there. The trial was, moreover, here, ez 
of the petitioners was a question arising under the | parte ; no testimony was taken on the adverse side ; 


Constitution or laws of the Union, it would be one 
reserved to the Federal courts to decide, and the 
party grieved might have recourse to the Federal 
courts for redress ; then was it right, Mr. T. asked, 
for Congress to undertake to give him that which | 


| 


the statements of the petitioner only were receiv- 
ed ; a committee heard the case, and the House 
was governed by their report. 

Mr. Howimgs, of Maine, in reference to the pro- 
priety of granting indemnity to Colonel Purdy, 





was provided by a different branch of the Gov- | cited several cases where officers, during the late 
ergment? If aggrieved by the decision of a State | war, were ordered to perform acts which were pro- 
court, he could still, according to the construction ; nounced illegal by the courts, for which the offi- 
of the Supreme Court, resort to the Federal court | cers had judgments for damages rendered against 
for redress. But how was it, Mr. T. inquired, that | them; they asked of Congress relief, and had gen- 
a military officer could have the right to come | erally received it, even where the decision of the 
forward to Congress for redress from a judicial | State court was perfectly correct; but in cases 
decision, which a civil character could not claim | where the officer was obliged to obey the orders of 
from Congress for any hard or erroneous judgment | his superior. An officer was not to consider whe- 
be might suffer from a court ?—particularly if that | ther his orders were right or wrong—his duty was 
officer has, by the twenty-fifth section of the Ju- to obey them; in doing so, he might incur dama- 
diciary act, the right of removing his cause to the ; ges which would be ruinous to him, unless Con- 
Federal courts? The precedent was bad, Mr. T. | gress afforded him relief. ‘There had been cases 
thought, because it would have the effect to bring | (and Mr. H. adverted to several) in which officers 
much business of the same kind before the Legis- | had suffered foryacts of duty, in which it was cleat 
lature, which it cannot, either properly or advan- | that they could have pursued their remedy in the 
tageously decide on. In reference to the practice , Federal courts, under the 25th section of the Judi- 
of Congress in such matters, Mr. T. remembered | ciary act; but as the sums were small, and the 
an old case which was applicable to the subject. | officers were known to have acted in good faith, 
France once had a body called a Parliament: it | and for the best—even where not acting under or- 
was very numerous, and as all the members could ! ders—they were relieved by the Legislature. !t 
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was well known, Mr. H. said, that in the Northern 
States, during the late war, there was a good deal 
of excitement, and considerable jealousy and ill 
will towards military officers; and it was hard for 
them to get justice ; they were obliged to appeal to 
Congress for relief, and where they were thought 
to have acted for the best interests of the United 
States they had been usually relieved ; for, though 
the officer might seek relief in the Supreme Court, 
and should gain his suit, it would often be a remedy 
without relief, for the expenses of such an appeal 
would frequently amount to as much as the whole 
sum involved in some of the cases. 

Mr. Van Buren observed that the Constitution 
had very wisely divided the judicial power in the 
manner described by Mr. Taytor, between the 
State and the Federal courts; and, in reply to that 
gentleman, said he had yet to learn that relief had 
ever been granted by Congress to any applicant on 
the avowed ground of error in the decision of the 
court, if the court was one of competent power. 
But, although it was not competent for Congress 
to give relief on this ground, it was right to do so 
on a variety of other grounds. There might be 
cases in which an officer acts contrary, and know- 
ingly contrary, to law, but where the exigency of 
the case secures to the United States a good by 
the illegal act; yet, in such cases as these, the Le- 
gislature will relieve the officer from the conse- 
quences which may follow his act. Such cases 
had been relieved—one even at the last session— 
the bill for the relief of Matthew McNair. Mr. 
Van Buren cited also other cases, amongst them, 
that of Mr. Gelston, the former collector of the 
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character than the one under consideration; and 
there was nothing in the Constitution or laws of 
the Union which would justify Colonel Purdy in 
removing his case to the Federal court. But even 
if he had possessed that right, he would have had to 
goa thousand miles to reach the Federal court ; and 
would it have been just to require that sacrifice of 
an officer for executing his duty and the orders of 
the President? What, Mr. W. asked, was to be- 
come of public agents, under the circumstances of 
the petitioner, before the gentleman’s court of ex- 
chequer could hear and determine their cases? 
They would suffer ruin, before relief could be af- 
forded to them. Congress had always acted on 
such cases, he said, and had granted relief where 
the party applying appeared to be entitled to it. 
Nor had it been confined to officers of the Army, 
as he showed by adducing several examples of a 
different character. Colonel P. he said had incur- 
red these damages for enforcing the laws of the 
United States and doing his duty, as he conceived, 
and it was one of that class of cases which, if any, 
was entitled to relief. It was the performance of 
the very duty for which he was placed in the In- 
dian territory; and if he had neglected to act as 
he did, he would have made himself liable to be 
arraigned and disgraced for a neglect of duty. Mr. 
W. particularized a number of cases growing out 
of the late war, in which damages recovered 
against officers for false imprisonment, would have 
ruined them, but for the interposition of Congress. 
An expedition Mr. W. said, had seomniy been or- 
dered to sea against the pirates; it might happen 
that some persons might be taken under cireum- 





ort of New York, in which the damages amount- | stances so suspicious and strong as to justify their 


ed to $130,000, and in which, although there was | seizure and imprisonment, yet appear in the end to 
no question that the court decided right, yet, as the | be .pirates; yet would any one say that Commo- 
officer acted for the good of the United States, | dore Porter ought to be suffered to be ruined by ac- 
Congress relieved him from the damages, great as | tions for false imprisonment, for making such ar- 
they were. The officer acted on his own risk, and, | rests? No, certainly—Congress would not hesi- 
as all of them must proceed on the same principle, | tate to indemnify bim. 
they would be liable to be ruined by the perfor-| Mr. Brown, of Ohio, made a few remarks, in- 
mance of what they might, though erroneously, | distinctly heard. The tenor of his’ observations 
deem to be their duty, unless Congress were to| was, that where an officer had suffered damages 
grt relief, for all were fallible, and liable to err. | for his fidelity to the United States, he ought not 
r. Van Buren applied his argument to the pres- | to be turned away from Congress without redress, 
ent case, in which the officer had done nothing | because it might be said there was another tribu- 
more than was right and proper, but had suffered | nal to which he might resort; and that where an 
damages for it; such an officer, so acting, ought | officer had done his duty by preventing a mis- 
certainly to be relieved, as an intelligent commit- | chief, yet incurred a responsibility for so doing, 
tee of the Senate had decided, and the bill ought | he was equally entitled to relief, as though he had 
to pass on the principles both of consistency and | waited till the evil was perpetrated, and then pun- 
sound rr | ished it. Mr. B. spoke at some length in reply, 
Mr. Wittiams, of Tennessee, again rose to make | (the Reporter understood.) to Mr. Tayzor as to 
a few remarks in reply to Mr. Taytor. ‘The gen- | the cases properly referrible to the Supreme Court. 
tleman had said that Colonel Purdy could have} Mr. 'Taytor,of Virginia, again rose. The gen- 
sought redress in the Federal court, and had the | tlemen opposed to him, he said, had yielded the 
error of the State court corrected; but Mr. W.| question. The petitioner, it was stated, was fined 
doubted, indeed he denied, the practicability of| for executing the laws, and yet he was punished 
that course. It was an action for false imprison- | by law for executing the law. Was this correvt? 
ment, and he did not see how a Federal court could | Ought the party not to apply to those laws for re- 
order the State court to stay proceedings in such | dress, which he suffered for executing ? and were 
acase. He believed it had been contended by the | the courts not the proper tribunal for him to ap- 
Court of Appeals in Virginia, that the Supreme | peal to? Was the Treasury, Mr. T. demanded, 
Court of the United States had no jurisdiction | to underwrite every officer who is cast in the law ? 
over the State courts, in cases not of a stronger! and yet it would come to this by the establish- 
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ment of such a precedent. Adopt this practice, 
Mr. T. said, and we shall soon have here plain- 
tiff and defendant—petitions will be presented by 
collusion, to obtain grants from the Treasury, and 
thestakes be divided between the parties. Mr. T. 
took this occasion, in reply to some remarks that 
had been made, to protest against the appellate 
jurisdiction assumed by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. The power denied, was no 
where to be found in the Constitution. Returning 
to the subject immediately under consideration, 
Mr. T. said, if military officers used the physical 
force placed under their command, to oppress a 
citizen, they ought to be the last who ought to be 
excused ; they ought to be punished. his peti- 
tioner either broke the law or he enforced the law. 
If the former, ought Congress to protect him ? 
and, if the latter, ought the courts not to protect 
him? This precedent, he repeated, would bea 
bad one. It was more necessary to make the mil- 
itary obedient to the law than any other class ; 
and he would not, by this unnecessary indemnity, 
encourage them to break the law, to neglect their 
defence before the proper tribunal, and then grant 
thema — here not granted to any other class 
of citizens. This was, indeed, granting an exclu- 
sive privilege. Exclusive privileges! exclaimed 
Mr. rr He protested against them with vehe- 
mence, as abhorrent to justice and repugnant to 
the spirit of our institutions. Even in this case, 
he observed, it might be (he would not assert it, 
but merely suggest the idea) that the petitioner 
came here in concert with the prosecution, to 

ueeze a little out of the public Treasury. Mr. 

. again adverted to the power contended for 
by the Supreme Court, and spoke against the 
supremacy asserted by that tribunal, which was 
a mingling of jurisdictions, he said, which would 
bring about a very different Government from 
that which the Constitution intended to establish. 

Mr. Eaton, of Tennessee, referred to the nature 
of the present case, and the facts disclosed by the 
most incontestible evidence, to show that there 
could exist no possible collusion between Colonel 
Purdy and his prosecutor. If, however, Mr. E. 
said, Colonel P. had taken the course recom- 
mended by Mr. Tay or, there would have been 
more room to hazard such a suggestion, if the 
character of the officer did not utterly forbid it. 
But, Mr. E. said, it was not in the power of the 
prisoner to appeal to the Supreme Court for re- 

ress, because this was an action at common law, 
and not one arising under a law of the United 
States or of the Constitution. Another reason, 
Mr. E. said, why Colonel P. could not apply to 
the Supreme Court, was, that the sum involved 
was not sufficient to entitle him to an appeal, the 
laws giving the right of appeal, limiting it to 
sums not less than $1,000. If the gentleman (Mr. 
Taytor) had been better acquainted with the 
ge of the Senate, he would have known, 

r. E. said, that there was no danger that it 
would ever set itself up as a revising body over 
the Judiciary. It was but the very last session of 
Congress that the gentleman’s own colleague, 
(Mr. Barzour,) had eloquently and most zeal- 
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JANUARY, 1823, 
ously advocated the expediency of revising and 
declaring illegal an act of the Judiciary—he al- 
luded to the case of Matthew Lyon—but, what- 
ever might have been the opinions of the mem- 
bers, as to the justice of the decision of the Court 
in the case of Matthew Lyon, the Senate over- 
ruled the opinion of the gentleman, and deter- 
mined not to interfere with the Judicial Depart- 
ment, but leave it to the undisturbed performance 
of its duties. The Senate, Mr. E. said, had thus 
solemnly decided against the principle which Mr. 
TayLor seemed so much to dread ; the gentleman 








| might, therefore, let his fears subside as to the 


assumption of power over the Judiciary by the 
Senate, for all his arguments were thrown away 
on such apprehension. As to the present case, 
Mr. E. repeated, it was not one which it was com. 
petent for the Supreme Court to relieve; it was 
only in the power of Congress to do it ; and, as it 
was a case entitled to the interposition of Con- 
gress, he hoped the bill would pass. 

After a few further explanatory remarks from 
Mr. Macon and Mr. WIL.iams, the question was 
taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and carried without a division. 

Adjourned to Friday. 





Fripay, January 3, 1823. 

Mr. Barsour moved, that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which was referred, on the 
17th ultimo, the petition of Joseph Emerson, in 
behalf of himself and others, be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; and, on motion, 
it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BoarpMAN presented the memorial of Henry 
P. Wilcox, administrator of Joseph Wilcox, pray- 
ing compensation for carrying George A. Hughes, 
the bearer of despatches, from Havre de Grace to 
the United States. The petition was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion, by Mr. Barsour, the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 
memorial of Benjamin I. Shain, master of the 
schooner Ajax, were discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and it was referred to the 
Secretary of State. 

The following Message was received from the 
President or THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with the three resolutions of the 
Senate, of the 5th April, 1822, requesting the Presi- 
dent of the United States to communicate, in. detail, 
the expenses of building each vessel of war authorized 
by the act of the 2d of January, 1813, and its supple- 
ments; and, also, the names, number, grade, &c., of 
the officers and men employed at each naval station, 
during the two years immediately preceding the first 
of January, 1822, 1 herewith transmit a report from 
the Secretary of the Navy, with the accompanying 
documents, which contain the desired information. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasuinoton, January 3, 1823. 

The Message and documents were read, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
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informed the Senate that the House have passed 


a bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled | in all cases above 


‘An act further to regulate the entry of merchan- | 
dise imported into the United States from any | 
adjacent territory ;’ a bill, entitled “An act in| 
addition to ‘An act to continue in force ‘An act | 
to protect the commerce of the United States, and | 
unish the crime of piracy ; and, also, to make | 
urther provision for punishing the crime of piracy ;” 
and, also, a bill, entitled “An act to continue the 
present mode of supplying the Army of the Uni- 
ted States ;” in which bills they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Purdy was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the petition of Joseph Emerson, and 
others, praying for indemnity for property illegally 
captured by the cruisers of the French Rupublic, in 
the year 1797, be recommitted to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with directions to inquire and re- 
port whether the claim of the petitioners was released 
to the French Government by the United States, by 
the Convention between the two Republics, made and 
concluded on the 30th September, 1800, and finally 
ratified, on the part of France, on the 31st July, 1801; | 
and, if released and barred, to report a bill for the re- 
lief of the petitioners: Provided, They shall produce 
satisfactory evidence of the illegal capture of their | 
property by the French, as stated in their petition. | 


JOSEPH JANNEY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, unfavorable 
to the petition of Joseph Janney, of Virginia, who 

rays to be paid for certain buildings burnt by the 
British, in 1814, because, as is stated, of the al- 
leged oceupation of said property by American 
troops. 

Mr. Barsour moved to reverse the report, so as 
to declare that the petition ought to be granted i 











} 








and advocated the justice and reasonableness of 
the claim with much earnestness, and at consid- 
erable length. 


Mr. Ruaeeues (Chairman of the Committee of | ; 


Claims) replied to Mr. Barsour, and defended 
the report of the committee ; but had not concluded 
his remarks, when he gave way for a motion to 
adjourn ; and the Senate adjourned to Monday. 











Mownpay, January 6. 


Mr. Witutams, of Tennessee, presented the pe- 
tition of Jacob Butler, of the State of Tennessee, 
praying compensation for two horses lost in the 
service of the United States, during the late war. 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of modifying 
he act of Congress of the last session, entitled “An 
tet for the establishment ofa Territorial government in 
alorida,”’ so as to grant the right of appeal and writs 
of error from the decisions of the courts established by 
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said act, to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
dollars. 

Mr. Dickerson submitted the following mo- 
tion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expedieney of 
authorizing by law a subscription, on the partiof the 
United States, to the stock of the company making a 
canal from the Delaware river to the Raritan, in the 
State of New Jersey. 


Mr. Macon presented the memorial of Robert 
Abbott, praying the passage of a law authorizing 
the equitable settlement of the accounts of Cap- 
tain Johnston Blakeley, who, with the crew of 
the Wasp, was lost in the year 1814. The me- 
morial was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Barron submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of authorizing an interchange of the laws 
of the several States, by mail, free of postage. 

Mr. Lownrre, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning the disbursement of public money,” 
73 ay the same, with amendments, which were 
read. 

Mr. Lowrre presented the memorial of the 
Pennsylvania Society for the Encouragement of 
Domestic Manufactures, praying the revision of 
the existing tariff. The memorial was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Lownrte also presented the petition of Sam- 
uel Walker, of Joseph L. Dutton, and, also, of 
John Martin, and others, praying remuneration 
for the occupation and use of their property by 
the United States, during the late war. The pe- 
titions were severally read, and respectively re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Ropney rose and said, that, in the war 
which we were now waging against the pirates 
in the West India seas, it was proper, he thought, 
to give some stimulus to our seamen engage in 

ikely to 





it. Our gallant tars, he said, were not 

gain in such a war the honor they acquired in the 
late war, and, as there was but little of that to be 
got, he wished to supply the deficiency by pro- 
viding a stimulus of another kind. He therefore 
asked leave to offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
a bounty to the officers and crews of the public armed 
vessels of the United States; and to the owners, offi- 
cers, and crews of the private armed vessels of the 
United States, for the prisoners captured, and the 
guns taken by them, in any piratical vessel. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, on the peti- 
tion of Joseph Janney; and it was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, on the 
petition of Alexander A. White ; and it was laid 
on the table. 
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OM~fiseBebate resumed the consideration of the | Pes Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the third instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Foreign Relations respecting the 
petition and claim of Joseph Emerson, and oth- 
ers; and, on motion, it was laid on the table. 

The three bil!s last brought up from the House 
of Representatives, for concurrence, were read, 
and severally passed to the second reading. expenditures, in virtue of the appropriation law 

The bill fot the relief of Joshua Russell was | for the year 1822; and of unexpended balances 


Pearl river, to be appropriated, under the direction 
read the second time. of former appropriations for the Naval Establish- 


of the General Assembly of the State of Missis- 
sippi, to aid in opening and improving the nayj- 
gation of said river, from the seat of government 
of the State to the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Prestpent communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, exhibiting a statement of 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | ment, remaining in the Treasury on the Ist of 
bill allowing a drawback on the exportation of October, 1821. The report was read, and referred 
cordage manufactured in the United States from | to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
foreign hemp, together with the amendment pro-} The bill for the payment to Amos Nicholls of a 

thereto ; and the further consideration there- | sum of money for services rendered in the Navy 
of was postponed until to-morrow. Department; and the bill for the relief of Daniel 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Seward, were severally considered in Committee 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to abolish | of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora 
imprisonment for debt; and, on motion, the | third reading. 
further consideration thereof was stponed to, 
and made the order of the day oe, Thursday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the ben- 
efit of George Shannon ; and, on motion, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of William Sayles, ” and, on 
motion, it was laid on the table; and the peti- 
a: had leave to withdraw his petition and 
pa 

. Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to enable the proprietors of lands held by titles 
derived from the United States, to obtain copies 
of papers from the proper department, and to de- 
clare the effect of such copies ;” and, no amend- 
ment having been made t ereto, it was reported 
to the House, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bills from the House of Representatives— 
the first concerning the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives in the State of Alabama—the second 
to repeal part of an act passed by the State of 
Maryland, in the year 1784, respecting an addi- 
tion to Geor etown—severally passed through 
Committees of the Whole, and were ordered to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Joseph Forrest; and, on motion, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Thursday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to revive and continue in | in one season. 
force certain acts for the adjustment of land; The blank was filled with the sum of $25,000 : 
claims, in the Territory of Michigan ;” in which | ayes 19, noes 11. 
bill they request the concurrence of the Senate.| The blank left for the per diem allowance of 
The said bill was read, and passed to the second | the superintendent of the repairs, Mr. ‘Tasot 
reading. moved to fill with three dollars. He had proposed 

On motion, by Mr. Houmes, of Mississippi, the | a per diem compensation in the bill, he said, be- 
Committee on Cdaateree and Manufactures were | cause the work would occupy only a part of the 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak-| year—the Summer and Autumn—and nothing 
ing a donation of lands lying upon the waters of | could be done on it in the Winter and Spring. It 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The Senate then, according to the order of the 
day, resumed the consideration of the bill provid- 
ing for the repair of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. Tarot, adverting to what had passed 
when this subject was last before the Senate, 
stated that he had addressed a letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, making the inquiries which 
had been suggested, and had received from the 
Secretary an answer thereto, (which was read to 
the Senate,) stating, first, that David Shriver, 
Esq., was, at the commencement of the Cumber- 
land road, appointed superintendent thereof, by the 
President of the United States, with a salary of 
$1,800, which was, in 1816, increased to $2,500. 
That he is not now ‘considered the superintendent, 
and is not in the pay of the Government. Sec- 
ondly, that the Secretary had examined the cor- 
respondence of Mr. Shriver with the department, 
relative to repairs, but it contains no estimate of 
the sum necessary to effect that object; but the 
Secretary presumed that a sum less than $30,000 
would not be sufficient for that purpose. Mr. T. 
said, that in addition to the data furnished by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, he had consulted sev- 
eral gentlemen well acquainted with the road— 
one of whom thought $30,000 necessary for its re- 
pair; another, that $25,000 would be sufficient. 
To satisfy those who might object to the larger 
sum, he would move to insert $25,000, the lowest 
sum which was thought adequate. Less than this 
he was confident would be insufficient ; and, to 
appropriate too little, would be throwing it away, 
as the repairs, if left unfinished, would be of no 
use. He hoped, therefore, that a sum sufficient 
would be voted, that the work might be completed 
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was not necessary, therefore, to give the superin-| be sent to the House of Representatives for con- 


tendent a salary. 
OME: meaeie questioned whether three dollars 


a day would be a reasonable compensation, con- 
sidering the extent of the road, and the personal 
expenses of the agent; but he would not move a 
higher sum if that were thought adequate. 

he blank was filled with ¢hree dollars; and 
then the bill was, without debate or division, or- | 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 





Tuespay, January 7. 


On motion, by Mr. Parrott, the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs, to which was referred, on the | 


currence. 


GEORGIA MILITIA CLAIMS. 


Mr. Wi.uiaMs, of Tennessee, from the Militar 
Committee, made the following report; whic 
was read, and ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate: 

The Military Committee, to whom was referred the 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expe- 
diency of providing for the final settlement of ihe mil- 
itia claims of the State of Georgia, for services ren- 
dered under orders of the President of the United 
States, during the years 1792, ’93, and ’94, report: 

That, in the examination of this subject, sundry 


19th ultimo, the petition of George Ulmer, were | authentic letters, and other documents, were submit- 


discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and it was referred to the Secretary of War. _ 

Mr. LanMan presented the petition of Ezekiel 
P. Beldon, praying relief, in consideration of ser- 
vices rendered his country during the Revolu- 
tionary war. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, gave notice that to- 
morrow he should ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of David G. Cowan. 

Mr. BoarpMaN presented the petition of Daniel 
Boardman, of New York, praying that his pat- 
ents, granted under the British Government, and 
registered at St. Helena, may be recorded in like 
manner as those in the district of St. Helena have 
been; and, also, that he may be permitted to 


cause a resurvey of his lands registered in his | 


name at St. Helena. The petition was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Seymour presented the petition of John S. 
Larrabee, and others, who were bail and sureties 
for Walter Sheldon, as district paymaster in the 
Army of the United States, praying relief. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, unfavorable 
to the petition of Joseph Janney. 

Mr. Ruaaves concluded the remarks he left un- 
finished on Friday, in vindication of the report of 
the committee. 

Mr. Barsoor replied at considerable length, in 
opposition to the report, and to show that the 
property of the petitioner was burnt by the enemy, 
in consequence. of its occupation by a body of 
troops, and that therefore it came within the prin- 
ciple which had heretofore governed Congress in 
granting indemnity in such cases. ; 

Mr. Van Dyxe (a member of the Committee 
of Claims) briefly explained the grounds on which 
the committee decided against the petition; and 
to show that it was not of that class of cases 
which had received relief from the Government. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Barpour, to reverse the report, and nega- 
tived; and then the report of the committee was 
agreed to without a division. 

The engrossed bills for the relief of Daniel Sew- 
ard, and for the relief of Amos Nicholls, were sev- 
erally read the third time, passed, and ordered to 





ted to their inspection; among which, the following 


| being deemed the most material, are here so arranged 


and condensed as to present to the Senate, with the 
least possible detail, the merits of the case, viz: 

A letter from the Governor of Georgia to the Secre- 
tary of War, dated 22d of May, 1792, communicating 
to the Depaitment official information of the hostile 
disposition of the Creek and Cherokee Indians, as 
manifested in the murders which they had just com- 
mitted, and the houses they had destroyed by fire. 
After stating these facts the Governor proceeds, 
‘‘When you maturely deliberate on the present posi- 
tion of the Federal troops, and contemplate the orders 
| to that effect, you will doubtless foresee a series of 
contemplated difficulties, that may attend the Army 
in the event of general hostilities. The movement of 
| the Army ought to be governed by circumstances; and, 
whilst it is to remain subject to orders issued at the 
remote distance of one thousand miles, I cannot help 
feeling for the situation of the defenceless settlers, scat- 
tered over an extensive frontier of at least three hun- 
| dred miles! The savage depredations that have taken 
place for near three years past, have been considerably 

to the westward of the Rock Landing; from which, to 
| the river T'ugalo, there is a frontier of about one hun- 
dred and thirty miles exposed to Indian ravages. 
When I point out this as defenceless ground, I do not 
| leave out of view that portion of the frontier from the 
river St. Mary’s to the Rock Landing; for, should a 
pressure take place to the westward, the Indians have 
sufficient sagucity to retaliate on the settlers on the 
lower frontiers. From those considerations, additional 

a towards a general defence will be indispen- 

sable.” 

On the 15th of June, 1792, Major Richard McCall, 
the commandant of the Federal troops in Georgia, 
thus addressed the Governor of the State: “I have just 
returned from the Big or High Shoals of Oconee. On 
my way up I found the settlements breaking. At this 
particular crisis, the settlers neglecting their crops, 

| will, of course, be an injury to the frontiers. I have, 
| therefore, in consequence of your Excellency’s per- 
| mission, called into service some militia. The reports 
of Captains Barnet and William Strong, my letter to 
General Clark, and my instructions to the different 
| officers, will show the occasion of the measure.” 

The Governor of Georgia was informed, by letter 
from Andrew Pickens, dated at Hopewell, 12th Sep- 
| tember, 1792, that the Cherokee Indians, instigated by 
| Spanish agents, had manifested an unfriendly dispo- 
| sition, and that four towns had actually determined on 

war. ‘That the chiefs of the Creek nation had not 
returned from Pensacola, but were soon expected, with 
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a large supply of ammunition; at which time it was 
expected a general war would commence between that 
nation and the United States. This letter was accom- 
panied with one from Captain R. B. Roberts, com- 
manding the United States troops at Fort Mathews, 
Big Shoals of Oconee, informing the Governor of the 
contents of a letter, received by him from Mr. Shaw, 
the superintendent of the Cherokee nation, which in- 
duced him to look for a predatory war, if nothing more 
serious. 
captain, (“although it is my duty to defend it to the 
last,) is such, as to render its tenure very precarious. 
The strength of it only twenty-four privates! The 
frontiers here are truly deplorable ; no ammunition; 
no authority; and no settled mode adopted by Gov- 
ernment for their protection. As Iam on the spot, I 
hope your Excellency will not imagine I presume to 
dictate ; but really, sir, if the militia are not called out 
immediately in force, this settlement will be totally 
broken up, and dreadful consequences will ensue.” 
To this letter the Governor replied, on the 18th Sep- 
tember, 1792, “That the commandant of the Federal 
forces had long since been served with a provisional 
arrangement of the militia; by which it will appear 
that ample provision has been made by the Govern- 
ment for any events that have as yet arisen; and in 
case emergencies should require additional aid, to the 
one-third of the militia under orders, agreeably to the 
aforesaid arrangements, there shall be no delay on 
my part in affording every support that the situation 
of the State will admit.” In confirmation of this state- 
ment, copies of general orders of the years 1790 and 
1792 are found among the papers referred to the com- 
mittee for examination; by these the militia of the 
State are classed and held ready for active operations, 
whenever their services should be required. 


On the 27th October, 1792, the Governor of Georgia 
was informed by the Secretary of War, of the deter- 
mination of five towns of the Cherokees, consisting of 
from three to five hundred warriors, and aided by the 
Upper Creeks, to commence hostilities against the 
United States. But, adds the Secretary, “as Con- 
gress is on the eve of their session, this information 
would be communicated to them; the Constitution 
having invested that body with the powers of war, no 
offensive operations can be taken until they shall be 
pleased to authorize the same. At present the infor- 
mation does not warrant the conclusion, that more of 
the Cherokees than five towns, and the Creeks before 
mentioned, are for hostilities; but, when the flames of 
war are lighted up, it will be difficult effectually to re- 
strain them within narrow limits. If the information 
which you may receive sha!! substantiate, clearly, any 
hostile designs of the Creeks against the frontiers of 
Georgia, you will be pleased to take the most effectual 
measures for the defence thereof, as may be in your 
power, and which the occasion may require.” On the 
18th of November, 1792, the Governor was informed, 
by Major Henry Gaither of the Federal troops, that, 
believing it to be necessary, and in consequence of his 
permission to do so, he had called into service two ad- 
ditional troops—one from Wilkes county, and the other 
from the county of Elbert. 

In a letter of the 29th of Aprii, 1793, the Secretary 
of War was thus addressed by the Governor of Geor- 
gia: “From the depositions of Benjamin Harrison 
and Francis Pugh, and from the information of Joseph 
Dabbs, there is little expectation of avoiding a general 
war with the Creek and Cherokee Indians. Blood 


“The weakness of this post,” continues the }- 


has been spilt in every direction on the extended fron. 
tier of this State, and one man killed in South Caro. 
lina.” After stating the plans he had adopted fo; 
temporary defence; he adds: “ I shall follow this plan 
of operation, until measures be taken by the President 
for the better protection of the unfortunate settlers on 
this exposed frontier. If I find the pressure become 
great, the Opposition must keep pace with the severa| 
emergencies.” 

On the 8th of May, 1793, his Excellency again 
wrote the Secretary of War, that, ‘such was the 
havoc and carnage making by the savages, in every 
direction, on our frontiers, retaliation, by open war, 
became the only resort! That the horrid barbarities 
recently committed, (some recitals of which were en- 
closed,) had compelled him to cause the additional 
aid of six troops of horse to be drawn into service.” 

On the 30th of May, 1793, the Secretary of War 
acknowledged the receipt of the several letters which 
had been addressed by the Governor to that depart. 
ment, and adds, “ that, from considerations of policy, 
at this critical period, relative to foreign Powers, and 
the pending treaty with the northern Indians, it is 
deemed advisable to avoid, for the present, offensive 
expeditions into the Creek country. But, from the 
circumstances of the late depredations on the frontier 
of Georgia, it is thought expedient to increase the 
force in that quarter, for defensive purposes. The 
President, therefore, authorizes your Excellency to 
call into, and keep, in service, in addition to the regu- 
lar force stationed in Georgia, one huidred horse, and 
one hundred militia foot, to be employed under the 
orders of Lieutenant Gaither, to repel inroads, as cir- 
cumstances may require.” After directing the man- 
ner of forming and employing this force, the Secretary 
concludes thus: “The case of a serious invasion of 
Georgia, by large bodies of Indians, must be referred 
to the provisions of the Constitution. But the provid- 
ing with efficacy, in future, (the necessity of which 
appears but too probable,) requires, absolutely, that no 
unnecessary expense shall be incurred in the mean- 
time.”’ 

In reply to the Governor’s message of the 8th of 
May, the Secretary of War, on the 10th of June, says: 
‘*The State of Georgia being invaded, or in imminent 
danger thereof, the measures taken by your Excellen- 
cy may be considered as indispensable. You ate the 
judge of the degree of danger, and of its duration, and 
will, undoubtedly, proportion the defence to the exi- 
gencies. ‘The President, however, expresses his con- 
fidence that, as soon as the danger which has induced 
you .to call out so large a body of troops shall have 
subsided, you will reduce the troops to the existing 
state of things, provided the safety of the frontiers will 
admit the measure.” After speaking of some military 
supplies that had been forwarded, he thus concludes : 
‘‘As a general and open Creek war, in the present 
crisis of European affairs, would be complicated, and 
of great magnitude, the President is anxiously desir- 
ous of avoiding such an event.” Enclosed is a copy 
of a letter to the Governor of South Carolina, in case 
circumstances should require you to call for aid from 
that State.” 

The language of this letter to the Governor of South 
Carolina, is strongly expressive of the President’s ap- 
prehensions of a state of serious hostilities with the 
Indians. The Secretary says to the Governor: ‘‘ The 
President of the United States has received authentic 
information from Georgia, of the unprovoked and cruel 
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outrages of parties of Creeks upon the frontier of that 
State; and as it is at present uncertain to what degree 
the evils complained of may be extended, the President 
has directed me to request your Excellency, that, in 
case the frontiers of Georgia should be seriously in- 
vaded by large bodies of hostile Indians, you would, 
upon the request of the Governor of said State, direct 
such parties of the militia of South Carolina to march 
to the assistance of Georgia, as the case may require ; 
for the expenses of which the United States will be 
responsible.” 

On the 19th of July Captain Constant Freeman was 
sent into Georgia, as agent of the War Department, 
to regulate the issues of public property to the troops 
who might be in the service of the United States, and 
to prevent or remedy any abuses which existed. Hav- 
ing immediately on his arrival entered on the duties 
of his appointment, on the 17th of October, 1793, he 
directed Major Gaither to attend to the instructions 
which he had communicated to him from the War 
Department, in relation to the monthly muster and in- 
spection of the militia in the service of the United 
States, promising to aid the person he should appoint, 
with the necessary instructions. 

On the 19th February, 1794, his Excellency George 
Mathews, who had succeeded Mr. Telfair in the gov- 
ernment of Georgia, and having, in person, examined 
the exposed parts of the State, offered a plan for its 
defence to the War Department. He protests against 
the orders which forbid the militia from pursuing the 
Indians, whose tracks were stained with the blood of 
those they had just murdered, over a temporary and 
artificial line, as calculated to encourage the Indians, 
and to deprive the citizens of the State of the opportu- 
nity of reprisal, enjoyed by all nations under such 
circumstances. ‘This letter is concluded with the fol- 
lowing remarks: ‘‘I have now to request that some 
person may be appointed to muster the militia that 
now are, or have been in service, as I presume Cap- 
tain Freeman has informed you of Major Gaither’s 
having refused to make the appointment. I can, sir, 
with great sincerity assure you that, in the defence I 
may require for this State, I have not a wish to make 
the expense one shilling more than is requisite; and 
when you reflect that we possess a frontier of nearly 
four hundred miles, exposed to numerous tribes of hos- 
tile Indians, I flatter myself the plan I now submit will 
not be deemed extravagant. I have to request, if the 
arsenal or military stores of the United States will ad- 
mit of it, that you send forward equipments for three 
or four hundred horse. I trust the President will not 
think this unreasonable, when it is taken into view 
that this State forms an extensive barrier, or rather 
picket, to the United States.” 


In letters of the 25th of March, and 14th of May, 
1794, the Secretary of War acknowledges the receipt 
of Governor Mathews’s letter ; assents to the propriety 
of his plans generally, for the defence of the State, 
and sanctions, particularly, the erection of block- 
houses throughout the whole line of exposure, at the 
distance of twenty-five miles apart. On the subject 
of the pay of the militia theretofore employed, the 
Secretary observes, “as to the number of militia kept 
up by your predecessor during the last year, no re- 
turns or muster rolls have been received, of course, no 
judgment can be formed of their amount; some re- 

rts have made the number before-mentioned to you. 

hen the returns and musters shall be received, the 
question will be impartially considered by the Presi- 
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dent of the United States, whether, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, he can consider himself as 
authorized to pay them. If he cannot, which is most 
probable, the question will be submitted to Congress.” 
In relation to the muster and pay rolls, the agent of 
the War Department, Captain Freeman, thus ad- 
dressed the Governor of Georgia, on the 28th of April, 
1794, “I am very happy that your Excellency has 
ordered the muster and pay rolls for the militia to be 
prepared and forwarded ; and that we so perfectly co- 
incide respecting the nature of the service which has 
been performed. I make no doubt but that all ob- 
stacles will be removed as soon as the former accounts 
of the militia can be laid before Congress, and that, 
in future, regularity and order will be introduced.” 


On the subject of these claims, Captain Freeman, 
in a report to the Secretary of War, made the 25th of 
October, 1802, after stating what muster and pay rolls 
he had forwarded to the War Department, and par- 
ticularly noticing those for the service termed un- 
authorized, remarks, ‘‘ When the accountant received 
the first estimates, he required explanations relative 
to these cluims; and afterwards, a certificate from the 
Governor, that the militia had been called into ser- 
vice for the defensive protection of the frontiers. 
This requisition I transmitted to his Excellency, who 
made a statement of the militia services. I transmit- 
ted it to the Secretary of War, from whom I received 
a letter, which encouraged the hope that these claims 
would be admitted and paid; and other letters after- 
wards received from the accountant, confirmed this 
belief. However, from the peculiar circumstances of 
the Government at that time, the attention of the Sec- 
retary of War was wholly occupied upon other ob- 
jects; and he left the Department before any decision 
took place. It is proper to observe, the citizens of 
Georgia never thought the force authorized by the 
President of the United States, adequate to the pro- 
tection of the frontiers.” 


From the foregoing exposition of the papers sub- 
mitted to the examination of the committee, and the 
contents of others, yet to be noticed, the following 
facts seem to be established: That, during the years 
1792—’93-—’94, the State of Georgia was almost con- 
stantly in a state of serious alarm and danger from 
Indian hostilities, against which she was not permit- 
ted to defend herself, as was her obvious policy, by 
carrying the war into the enemy’s country, and by 
burning and destroying their villages and crops, to 
have relieved her citizens from the painful necessity 
of being for years in arms upon her frontiers: That 
Georgia was not permitted to pursue this course, be- 
cause it was the duty, and one of the attributes, of the 
Federal Government ‘‘ to provide for the common de- 
fence ;” and its policy, in this instance, having a due 
regard to the safety of other parts of the Union, and 
the success of pending negotiations with other Indian 
tribes, forbid a war with the Creek and Cherokee In- 
dians: That the President became at length seriously 
convinced of the dangerous situation of the State, and 
not having Federal troops at his disposal, did, on the 
27th of October, 1792, invest the Governor of Georgia 
with discretionary powers, in relation to the force to 
be employed, for the safety of the inhabitants, but 
confined his operations strictly to defensive measures : 
That the Governor continued in the exercise of this 
discretionary power until the 30th of May, when it 
was suspended by a letter of that date from the Sec- 
rearty of War; but from the increasing pressure upon 
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every part of the frontier, the power to act discretion- 
ary was again restored, in the broadest terms, in the 
letter of the Secretary, of the 10th of June, wherein 
he says, ‘‘ The State of Georgia being invaded, or in 
imminent danger thereof, the measures taken by your 
Excellency may be considered as indispensable. You 
are the judge of the degree of the danger, and of its 
duration, and will, undoubtedly, proportion the de- 
fence to the exigency.” So ample was the power 
thus given for defensive purposes, that, in its exercise, 
the Governor of Georgia was not restricted to the use 
of the means within the State, but was informed that 
the Governor of South Carolina had been required, 
should he request it, to order a detachment of the 
militia of that State to his assistance. That, under 
this authority, the Governor of Georgia did call out 
and place under the command of the Federal officers 
in that State, large bodies of its militia, who were em- 
ployed along a frontier of nearly four hundred miles, 
for defensive purposes, during the periods to which 
this inquiry was directed ; the services of which troops 
are acknowledged, and the estimates of the pay 
claimed by them, amounting to $129,375 66, are 
found in the documents examined by the committee. 
And, in relation to which, the then Secretary of War, 
Mr. Pickering, wrote the agent of the War Depart- 
ment in Georgia, in August, 1795, “the large estimate 
for services, about which my predecessor doubted, I 
have looked into, and will immediately further ex- 
amine. From the complexion of these claims, con- 
nected with the Governor’s certificate, which I re- 
ceived, enclosed in your letter of the 23d of June, I 
am inclined to think they must be generally ad- 
mitted.” 


And again, in a communication to the Governor, 
in September following, the Secretary of War as- 
sures him that “ money for paying the Georgia militia 
is preparing to be forwarded ; no delay will take place, 
that is avoidable; the post is on the point of starting ; 
I shall write you particularly by the next.” 

That the President did intend to intrust the defence 
of the State of Georgia to the discretion of the Gov- 
ernor, is apparent, from his requiring, as necessary to 
a decision on these claims, his Excellency’s certifi- 
cate that the troops were called into service by him, 
and employed for defensive purposes. That they were 
not, therefore, admitted and paid by the administration 
under which they were authorized, can be accounted 
for only upon the grounds suggested by-the agent of 
the War Department, “that, from the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the Government at that time, the at- 
tention of the Secretary of War was wholly occupied 
upon other objects; and he left the department before 
any decision could be made.” 


Under this view of the subject, the committee are 
of opinion that the defence of Georgia was a neces- 
sary measure on the part of the ’ederal Government; 
but became expensive and protracted from the pecu- 
liar situation of the United States, which did not per- 
mit an invasion of the Indian territory ; that the forces 
employed by the Governor, in defensive operations, 
under the authority of the President, did not exceed 
the exigencies of a frontier of nearly four hundred 
miles, constantly exposed to the incursions of treach- 
erous enemies, inhabiting the adjacent territory ; and 
whose security from pursuit, enabled them to concett, 
in safety, upon the very confines of the State, their 
plans of robbery and murder; and, consequently, that 
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against the United States. They, therefore, recom. 
mend the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed 
to report a bill appropriating $129,375 66, in full dis. 


charge of the militia claims of Georgia. 


THE CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 


The engrossed bill making an appropriation fo; 
repairing the National Road from Cumberland to 
the Ohio river, was read the third time, and 
the question whether it should pass, being about 
to be put— 

Mr. Macon asked that the question should be 
decided by yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, then rose, and in an 
argument of about an hour, submitted his views 
of the inexpediency and unconstitutionality, not 
only of this bill, but also of the exercise by the 
General Government of the power to make inter. 
nal improvements at all in the States; of the im- 
policy and unconstitutionality of departing from 
the exercise of express and rightful powers, to 
exercise concurrent powers; the advantage and 
necessity of adhering to the true line of demarca- 
tion between the powers of the Federal and State 
Governments; his opinions as to the manner by 
which that line was to be ascertained, and where 
it exists, &e. 

Mr. Tasor said he could not forbear an ex- 
pression of the surprise he experienced at the op- 
position which was now, for the first time, made 
to the passage of the bill on the table; an opposi- 
tion which, at the present stage of the bill, its 
third reading, was not to have been anticipated, 
by the usage of the Senate; and of which, the 
honorable gentleman, (Mr. Taytor,) who had 
just resumed his seat, had afforded no previous 
intimation. But, notwithstanding, said Mr. Tat- 
BOT, the unusual course, in this instance, adopted 
by the honorable gentleman, and the unseasonable 

eriod, as it would seem to me, adopted by him, 
or urging his objections to this measure, yet, as it 
will be expected of me, as chairman of the com- 
mittee who reported this bill, I feel myself stimu- 
lated by a sense of duty to myself and to the 
Senate, who have, in some degree, honored me 
with the charge of this important and interesting 
subject, to make some reply to the very learned, 
ingenious, and subtle speech which we have just 
heard; and, feeble and inadequate as my powers 
are, and inadequate to engage in debate with the 
venerable gentleman from Virginia, I flatter my- 
self, with the indulgence of the Senate, to be 
enabled to furnish a satisfactory answer, if not a 
complete refutation of the objections of the hon- 
orable gentleman to the adoption of the contem- 
plated measure. 

The objections urged by the honorable gentle- 
man to the bill, are, to the Constitutional power 
of the Congress of the United States to appropri- 
ate money for the contemplated object; to the 
expediency of the measure, upon the concession 
of the existence of such powers of legislation in 
Congress: and, lastly, to the provisions of the 
bill; and especially that part of it which charac- 


the expenses of this defence are justly chargeable | terizes this road, of which we propose the repair 
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we superintendence, by the General Government, 


as a national one. a 

In support of the first proposition, the defect of 

wer in Congress to appropriate money for the 
object contemplated by the bill, the honorable 

entleman set out with assuming the practicabil- 
ity, if not the facility, with which the clear, strong, 
and perspicuous lines of distinction were to be 
drawn between the powers of the General and 
the State governments ; affirming that those lines 
of distinction might be so clearly and distinctly 
traced, by the mere process of reasoning by the 
rules furnished by him, as to produce conviction 
on the minds of all. If this assumption be found 
correct, and this beautiful theory, in the abstract, 
be justified by practical experiment, applying the 
touchstone furnished by the gentleman, to all 
cases, of doubtful, nice, and difficult construc- 
tions, as they arise, under our new and complica- 
ted system of Federal Government, then, indeed, 
will he deserve the imperishable wreath of im- 
mortal glory—and the thanks and gratitude not 
only of his countrymen of the present age, but of 
their remotest posterity. Such a discovery would 
be, indeed, the political panacea for all the ills 
which afflict the body politic; and a discovery not 
inferior in importance or beneficial efficacy, to 
that of the elixir of immortal life—the idle and 
vain pursuit of dreaming philosophers. Could the 
vain and fanciful ideas of the venerable gentle- 
man be realized, the politician and statesman, 
with his infallible standard of Constitutional con- 
struction, like the mechanic with his square and 
compass, might, almost as mechanically as the 
workman plans and constructs his house, plan and 
lay down his powers of Federal and State legis- 
lation; and circumscribe, with the utmost precis- 
ion, the exact limits of each; and say to the one 
and to the other, thus far shalt thou go, and no 
farther. But, a little experience in this most dif- 
ficult of ali sciences, Mr. President, has taught 
me that nothing short of the most active, constant, 
and vigilant exercise of the best talents of the 
sagacious and experienced statesman, by success- 
ive acts of legislation on cases as they arise or 
present themselves, growing out of the real or ap- 
parent conflict between Federal and State juris- 
dictions, tested by a long succession of sage experi- 
ence, and matured by the best talents to which 
our liberal and enlightened forms of Government 
shall give birth, can produce that desideratum 
which the gentleman seems to flatter himself he 
himself discovered, and with which he has favored 
the Senate, in the speech to which we have lis- 
tened with so much pleasure. 

But let us proceed briefly to test the correctness 
of the rule, deemed so infallible and so clear, by 
which the gentleman imagines the respective 
Powers, with the limits properly to be assigned to 
each, is to be circumscribed. This rule of the 
honorable gentleman, if it was correctly under- 
stood, was this: that National, or Federal legis- 
lation, was limited to subjects of a general or for- 
eign nature; those of the State Governments ex- 
tending to,and embracing all subjects of a local or 
internal kind ; the latter acting on, adapted to, and 
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governed by, the interests, the feelings, prejudices, 
and sympathies, of those on whom they acted, 
= whose affairs they were to govern and con- 
trol. 

But a slight degree of reflection must satisfy 
the honorable gentleman himself, how unsatisfac- 
tory and fallacious such an attempt at definition 
or circumscribing the respective limits of national 
and State authority is, as all such attempts at gen- 
eral definition must be. For, let me but put it to 
the honorable gentleman himself, to say, whether 
acts of the Congress of the United States for the 
erection of a fortification at one point, an armory 
or lighthouse at another, acts, as coming within 
the scope of the general power to regulate foreign 
commerce, and to declare and prosecute war, and 
of the systematic exercise of which, in such estab- 
lishments, the gentleman himself cannot and will 
not question, are not, in their very nature and es- 
sence acts of local legislation, and acts, too, hav- 
ing a direct and immediate bearing on the interests, 
feelings, and sympathies, of those in the vicinit 
of such erections, who are more immediately af- 
fected by those acts of legislation. 

Will the gentleman deny that the act, in virtue 
of which the fortifications at the Rip Raps were 
commenced, and which are now in progress to 
completion, in which Virginia takes so deep an 
interest, was an act of usurpation on the legiti- 
mate and sovereign rights of this enlightened and 
patriotic State, or is within the legitimate exer- 
cise of the powers delegated, though, by implica- 
tion, to the General Government, to declare and 
carry on war against other nations? When the 
gentleman shall be prepared to pronounce this, and 
a thousand other acts of a similar character, to be 
usurpations on the part of Congress on the sover- 
eign powers of the States in which such erections 
are made, then, and not till then, will this favorite 
principle be considered as a test by which to de- 
fine and separate the powers of national from 
those of State legislation. 

The truth is, Mr. President, and a most obvious 
one it is, that all legislation, either that of the 
States, or of the nation, is.either general, embrac- 
ing the whole of the States or of the nation; or 
embracing only a portion, or a particular point or 
spot of the State or of the nation; and is conse- 
quently more or less local in its operation. Where- 
fore, no principle can be more fallacious than that 
furnished by the venerable gentleman as an infal- 
lible ¢est for defining the boundaries between the 
Federal and the State sovereignties. Nor is it 
within the scope of human wisdom to discover or 
furnish to the politician, or legislator, any such 
infallible and unerring guide to the immediate 
solution of all the nice and delicate questions 
which have arisen, and will arise, from the real 
and apparent conflicts and collisions between our 
Federal and State authorities; which, whenever 
they do arise, will demand, and should receive, 
the most close and attentive investigation, aided 
by all the lights of past experience, and all the 
skill and wisdom of the enlightened and phil- 
osophical legislators who are called upon to de- 
cide and act upon them. ‘To such may, and must 
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be confided, by the theory of our Constitution, | designed by the enlightened framers of the instry. 
and not to the recluse and retired scholar, issuing | ment to confer powers calculated in their exercise 
from his closet, covered with the dust and cob-| for the improvement or the deterioration of tha; 
webs of his study, maxims and rules for the con-! important branch of commerce? Did they inten 
struction of cdnstitutions, for the observance and | to confer alone the powers of imposing burden; 
government of the enlightened legislator engaged | on this valuable internal commerce, such as duties 
in the active scenes of practical legislation for his | on imports or exports from one to another State: 
country. or, by other odious or onerous measures, obstruc; 

These remarks, Mr. President, I have thought | this natural and fraternal intercourse between the 
proper to submit, in reply to the observations of | States? None but a madman could indulge the 
the venerable gentleman, founded on the supposed | supposition. If, then, the power designed to be 
principle in the construction of Federal powers, | conferred was one beneficial to the nation, and 
that all local or geographical legislation—acting peer of its prosperity and happiness, will the 
upon the peculiar interests, a and sympa- | honorable member from Virginia condescend to 
thies of the people to be affected by such legisla- | inform the Senate with what view, to what pur- 
pose, was this “ power to regulate commerce be- 
tween the States” conferred upon the Congress of 
the United States, if the power to make roads and 
canals—the only, or almost the only means within 
the competency of the General Government of 
promoting, aiding, or facilitating commerce be- 
tween the States—be denied in the construction 
of the Constitution ? It is not by the erection of 


tion—belonged to the States and was denied to 
the General Government. The gentleman has 
not denied to the General Government the exer- 
cise of such powers as are or may be fairly im- 
plied from those expressly delegated by the Fed- 
aral Constitution; nor is it contended, by any 
statesman of standing, for talents or reputation in 
the country, that the arg to which I have be- 
fore alluded are not fairly and clearly deducible | fortifications or lighthouses, or fixing buoys within 
from the powers delegated to the General Govern- | the bosom of the States; this belongs to externa! 
ment to declare and prosecute war, and to regulate | or foreign commerce; and in construing the pow- 
commerce with foreign nations. If, therefore, the | ers of Congress in the regulation of foreign com- 
— delegated of regulating commerce with | merce, was proper, and has been approved by the 
oreign nations, carries with it, irresistibly, in the | voice of the nation. But, when it concerns the 
minds of ‘all, the incidental or implied power of | business of improving the internal commerce be- 
erecting navies, building ships of war, erecting | tween the States, the furious partisans of State 
fortifications to protect our harbors, lighthouses, | rights are in arms ; the tocsin of alarm is sounded ; 
buoys, sea walls, for the protection, defence, and | the territorial rights of the States are about to be 
facility of our foreign or external commerce ; up- | invaded as by a foreign foe, for devastation and 
on what principle, or what train of reasoning, can | destruction, and not by a parental Government of 
it be contended that the correlative power of reg- | your own formation, of your own representatives, 
ulating interior commerce—that is, the commerce | elected by yourselves, and legislating in common 
between the States—does not confer, by the same | for themselves and you; by a Legislature, one 
irresistible implication, the same or similar powers | branch of it coming from the States, citizens of the 
with those conferred, in the opinion of all, by the | States, having every endearing motive for uphold- 
power of regulating foreign commerce? Is the | ing its legitimate and sovereign rights ; the other 
power conferred in relation to foreign commerce | elected by the States themselves, which they rep- 
designed by the framers of the Federal Constitu- | resent, immediately, in their aggregate or sover- 
tion for the purpose of enabling Congress, by the | eign capacity. And is there danger to be appre- 
wisdom of their regulations, to improve, facilitate, | hended that a Congress thus constituted can ever 
and ameliorate, by the wisdom of their enactions, | be assailed by motive, or exposed to temptation, to 
so as to promote, as far as possible, the prosperity | invade the territorial rights of States, to the detri- 
and happinessiof the people of the United States ; | ment of their true interest, or the infringement 
and was not the power conferred and delegated | of their legitimate State sovereignty ? Surely 
in the same language, of regulating commerce be- | none. 

tween the States, intended for the same wise, en-| But, passing by this point, on which I have de- 
lightened, and benevolent purpose? And if, by | tained the Senate much longer than I had intend- 
the power of regulating commerce between the | ed, as well from an unfeigned respect for the ven- 
States, the improvement and the facilitation of | erable gentleman who opposes this bill as from the 
that commerce can be best effected by the opening | vast importance of the Constitutional question 
of roads and canals, for the transportation of the | which the gentleman has raised and urged with 
productions of one State to another adjacent or | so much ingenuity, against the adoption of the 
contiguous State—and, indeed, these seem to be | measure under consideration, the importance o! 
almost, if mot entirely, the only means by which | this question, and the measures to which a deci- 
these objects could be effected—upon what prin- sion affirming the power of Congress to make 
ciple of good sense, or with what reverence for | roads and canals, which the gentleman questions, 
the framers of this instrument (the admiration of | I feel with the most anxious and lively sensibility 
America, and of the enlightened world !) can this | —and, indulging asI do the fervent hope of seeing 
power of opening roads and canals be denied to | it result ere long in the adoption of a general sys- 
the Congress of the United States? Was the | tem of internal improvements; the adoption 0! 
power of regulating commerce between the States ! which is my most ardent prayer—I will proceed 
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to make a few remarks on the next ground urged 
by the gentleman against the adoption of this 
measure, that is, the inexpediency of passing the 
pill on your table. And on this point, whatever 
may be the opinions of honorable gentlemen, here, 
of the Constitutional powers of Congress to open 
or establish roads for commerce, for transportation 
of the mails, or otherwise, I flatter myself that the 
small appropriation required by this bill for the 
immediate repair of a road established and com- 
pleted, now dilapidated, and going rapidly to decay 
and rain, will receive the assent of all, or at least 
of a large majority of this honorable body. For, 
the question presented for decision now is, not 
whethie the power by which this road was laid 
out, and by successive acts of appropriations made 
and completed, during a period of some fifteen or 
twenty years, with the approbation of so many and 
such enlightened legislators, under such diversit 
of circumstances, and under the influences of suc 
infinite variety of political feelings and principles, 
and sanctioned by such a succession of enlightened 
and patriotic Presidents, who have filled the Chair 
of State during the progress of this work—a road 
which, in its — and completion, has cost 
the Government the enormous sum of $1,800,000 
was constitutionally established; bui, whether 
that destruction of this beautiful and costly road, 
which is now progressing with such rapid pace, 
shall be arrested, and the road placed for once in 
complete repair, by the appropriation of the sum 
contemplated in the bill—this is the true, and now 
the only question. The road is made. The money 
of the nation has been expended with the appro- 
bation and solemn sanction of the nation, expressed 
through its proper organ, the Representatives of 
the people in Congress assembled. And shall the 
appropriation of a small sum of money for its 
repair and superintendence be now refused, at a 
crisis when its application is so essential for its 
preservation from total ruin, and under the full 
conviction that there is no other power to which 
an — with the slightest hope of success, ex- 
cept that which is now called upon to act, can or 
will be made? The States through which it 
passes, and who, before the adoption of this mea- 
sure by the General Government, had given their 
assent, and, with their consent transferred com- 
plete jurisdiction and ample authority to the gov- 
ernment of the nation to execute the work as one 
of national concern, and for the nation’s good, 
disclaim all duty or obligation on their part to 
peeve the road in repair; and it devolves, at 
east for the present, on the nation, who have ex- 
ecuted a work so truly national, to preserve their 
work from threatened ruin. 

The rapid and constantly accelerated progress 
of the decay which this noble work exhibits to the 
traveller is as much calculated to surprise as to 
mortify us, and is to be attributed, in a great de- 
gree, to the inaccessible and rugged character of 
the country over which it affords a safe and easy 
passage across the entire range of the Alleghany 
mountains, which is traversed by it for some eighty 
orone hundred miles, winding for much of this 
distance around heights and precipices of steep and 
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rugged aspect, and almost impassable before the 
execution of this noble work. From these heights 
above, the fragments of overhanging rock are often 
precipitated. The superiacumbent earth is often 
sliding down under the influence of Summer rains 
and Winter storms, as well as frost, by which the 
road is filled and obstructed from above, and its 
artificial bed shoved and propelled on its lower 
side; by which its final ruin would, in a few 
years, be effected, without the aid of timely and 
suitable repairs. 

But, the proper time for these repairs has, in the 
present instance, been suffered to elapse without 
their application ; and to this unfortunate omis- 
sion in not appropriating the sum required for this 
purpose at the last session—an omission certainly 
not ascribable to the body I now address, by which, 
bills, having this subject in view, passed some two 
or three different times—it is to be aseribed, that, 
instead of the sum of $9,000, the sum then deem- 
ed and still believed fully adequate to the attain- 
ment of an object so desirable, now requires the 
increased sum of $25,000, which is deemed at 
present, with the most economical and faithful 
application, barely adequate to place this road in 
a state of complete repair. Such has been the 
fatal influence of delay in the application of a sum 
so indispensable to an object of such deep and 
vital interest to several portions of the Union, and 
one deserving to be cherished by all! 

On the great value and importance of this road, 
Mr. President, it would be superfluous for me to 
descant. There is surely none so dull or so blind 
to the true interests of this nation, and to its Gov- 
ernment, to the perpetuation of its prosperity and 
its liberties, as not to see, and, perceiving, not to 
appreciate. 

n a commercial point of view, this noble high- 
way, for the transportation of the goods and mer- 
chandise from the mercantile cities, on the Atlan- 
tic border, to the West, with the corresponding 
transfer of the agricultural and other productions 
of the vast regions beyond the Allegany moun- 
tains to the market of the East—markets which 
those inhabiting this portion of the Union have so 
deep an interest to retain—the facility and conse- 
quent cheapness of transportation which this road 
has introduced is almost ineredible, and affords 
the most decisive and conclusive evidence, if any 
were wanting, of the immense advantages to be 
derived to internal commerce from the construc- 
tion of artificial roads. The effect of which, in 
its practical consequences, is to level and reduce, 
for all purposes of travelling and transportation, 
the most rugged, impassable, and inaccessible 
mountains. 

But, if the advantages of such a highway to 
commerce, to all classes, and in every region al- 
most of our extended empire, and to the poor emi- 
grant, with his one-horse cart, or his Yankee 
wagon, in transporting himself from the Eastern 
to the more fertile regions of the West, are so vast, 
and deserve to be so highly appreciated, of how 
much more extended and exalted character, in the 
eye of the patriot and the statesman, whose first 
wish is the perpetuation to all future times of our 
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happy Union, is such a mean of communication | tains, to attend my humble duties in this place, 
between the two great leading divisions of our | that I never do so without feeling a swell of gep. 
widely extended but happy regions? In this, its | erous and proud emotion at the reflection that the 
litical point of view, highways like this, Mr. road I pass on is, in its design and construction, 
resident, present benefits to the nation, inappre- | worthy the character of the nation to whom ita 
ciable in the extent of their future happy conse- pertains; was the work of the nation among, 
quences. In this respect, such highways become whose citizens I am proud to count myself; and 
one of the strongest bands—one of the firmest ce- | that such a work is not the work or property of 
ments of union, which the wisdom and benevo- any one State, however great, or rich, or pow. 
lence of the enlightened and philosophical states- | erful, of our immense Confederacy, but of the 
man can invent or conceive. It is by their agency nation. 
in furnishing the means and the inducements to| This road, Mr. President, is, indeed, a work 
frequent, cheap, and easy communication, between | worthy the nation by whom it was made, and to 
the different and distant parts of these United | whom it appertains, and, after the enormous suns 
States, the freedom of social and commercial in- , which have been expended from its coffers in the 
tercourse brings together individuals from the dif- | construction of such a monument to its wisdom 
ferent portions of our empire; gradually wears off | and its glory, Ican never persuade myself that the 
those asperities and peculiarities of manner and Congress of the United States will incur the re- 
temper, on either side, by which harmony and | proach of permitting such a work to go to decay 
good feelings are produced, cherished, and culti- | and ruin, for want of the small sum required by 
vated between citizens of different portions of the | the bill to place it once more in complete repair, 
Union, who, but for such approximation, are | and make it what it was intended to be by those 
brought by slight and unessential differences in | to whom we owe its origin and completion. 
customs, manners, or habits, to despise and to hate | When Mr. Taxsor had concluded— 


each other; and by thus inculcating the new sen-| Mr, Situ, of Maryland, followed on the same 
timents of brothers of the same great family, the | side. He urged particularly the breach of faith 
members which compose our great political so- which, if the Cumberland road were allowed to 
ciety are taught to cherish such sentiments of har- | fa} into decay, would ensue with the State of 
mony and good will towards each other, and Maryland, which had given her consent to make 
towards the Union, as must tend, more strongly | the road through that State, and had subsequently 
than any other cause, to the perpetuation of the | taxed her citizens to make connecting roads. He 
blessings of our Union—the only safeguard for the ‘also contended for the constitutionality and the 
protection and perpetuation of our inestimable lib- | expediency of internal improvements by the Gen- 
erties. Such, Mr. President, are the advantages, | eral Government, and replied to Mr. Tay or. on 
feebly portrayed or hastily glanced at, to be at- | that point. 

tained by the opening of roads and canals for the | Mr. Macon merely remarked, in reference toan 
improvement and facility of internal commerce— | argument used in the debate, that, as this road 
measures so much and so ardently to be desired, | was authorized originally to be made through the 
and of which this Cumberland road stands as yet | respective States, with their consent, there had 
a solitary specimen. 


: | not been, so far as the Constitutional question went, 
But the venerable gentleman not only objects | any broad Constitutional question settled by the 
to the bill on your table, on the grounds of want | making of the road. 


of Constitutional power to make appropriation for! Mr. 
the object contemplated, and the expediency of 
making such appropriation, were the right to do 
so fully conceded to Congress, but he takes strong 
offence at the phraseology of the bill in which this | Jess, if it were now suffered to go to decay, and his 
Cumberland road is designated as national. I | desire to see it preserved. 

must confess, Mr. President, whatever may be the | Thi ccietitain Weleits’ Chenin Gatien ik “Ge een 
feelings or sentiments excited in the gentleman by | tl bil ‘at wes Garried. bebe falicnn P wate: 
this designation, to me it seems entirely appropri*| °° “7© 21s 1' Was Carried, by the loliowing vor: 


ate, not only as descriptive of the road thus indi-| _¥®4s—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Boardman, Brown 


AN Buren offered a few observations on 
an incidental point touched by Mr. Taytor; ad- 
ding the opinion, that the large expenditure in 
making this road will have been worse than use- 





cated, but as an attribute to which this highway 
has the fairest and the most unquestioned claim. 
And that to me it is a subject of pride as well as 


of Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, .D’ Wolf, Dickerson, 
Edwards, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes of Mississippi, 


| Johnson, of Kentucky, Johnson of Louisiana, Knight, 





Lanman, Parrot, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith of Mary- 





pleasure, to use a word so truly characteristic of 
this road as regards its origin, its construction, 
and its designation. Projected by the wisdom of 


its counsels, executed with the nation’s means, : : 
. . . . rocae Nars—Messrs. Chandler, Findlay, Gaillard, Lloyd 
. n d~ ’ ’ ’ 4 
and destined, in all times to come, for the nation’s of Moneethigeette,’ Lawrie; Macon, Mille, Smith of 


use, and constituting one of its proudest monu- | g..4, Carolina, and Tavlor of Virginia—9 
ments, it is in every sense truly and emphatically | . y S : 


national, and one every way entitled to that proud The bill was then ordered to be sent to the 
denomination. And I can assure you, Mr. Presi- House of Representatives for concurrence. 


dent, that often as it has been my destiny totravel | The Senate then, on motion, adjourned until 
on this highway from the region beyond the moun- ' to-morrow. 


| land, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor of Indiana, Thomas, Van 
| Buren, Van Dyke, Williams of Mississippi, and Wil- 
| liams of Tennessee—26. 
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The bill entitled “An act to repeal part of an 


Joun E.Luiorrt, from the State of Georgia, at- | act passed by the State of Maryland, in the year 


tended this day. 


1784, and now in force in Georgetown, in the Dis- 


Mr. Nos.z presented the memorial of Winthrop | trict of Columbia, entitled ‘An act for an addition 


Robinson, now of Indiana, praying relief, in con- 
sideration of services rendered during the Revolu- 
tionary war. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Eaton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was recommitted the bill for the 
relief of the representatives of John Donelson, 


' to Georgetown, in Montgomery county,” was read 
| a third time, and passed. 


The bill concerning the apportionment of rep- 


third timé, and passed. __ 
Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, submitted the 
following motion for consideration : 


| 
resentatives in the State of Alabama was read a 
| 
| 


Thomas Carr, and others, reported the same, with | Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce and 
an amendment, which was read. Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | diency of erecting a lighthouse, or beacon, on Cape 
motion of the 6th instant, for instructing the Com- | Romain, in the State of South Carolina, for the pro- 
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- | tection and security of the navigation in that vicinity. 


diency of modifying the act fo} the establishment 
of a territorial government in Florida, so as to 


Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, presented the 
petition of John L. Wilson, and others, inhabit- 


grant the right of appeal to the Supreme Court of | ants of the State of South Carolina, praying a di- 


the United States, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 6th instant, for instructing the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing an inter- 
change of the laws of the several States, by mail, 
free of postage, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 6th instant, for instructing the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals in relation to stock 
of the company for making a canal from Delaware 
river to the Raritan, and agreed thereto. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the reso- 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Louisi- 
ana, instructing their Senators and Representa- 


vision of the State into two judicial districts. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Barron gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill to remit to the 
State of Missouri the postage on certain law books. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide for the appoint- 
ment of an additional judge for the Michigan 
Territory, and for other purposes ;” and, also, a 
bill, entitled “An act making a partial appropria- 
tion for the support of Government for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three ;” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the 


tives in Congress, in relation to the lands reserved | Senate. 


for schools in that State. The resolution was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, en- 
titled ‘An act further to regulate the entry of 
merchandise imported into the United States hot 
any adjacent territory,” was read the second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill, entitled “An act in addition to an act 
to continue in force ‘An act to protect the com- 
merce of the United States, and to punish the 
crime of piracy; and, also, to make further pro- 
vision for punishing the crime of piracy,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The bill, entitled “An act to continue the pres- 
ent mode of supplying the Army of the United 
States,” was read the second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill, entitled “An act to revive and con- 
tinue in force certain acts for the adjustment of 
land claims, in the Territory of Michigan,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

The bill entitled “An act to enable the proprie- 
tors of lands held by titles derived from the Uni- 
ted States, to obtain copies of papers from the 


proper department, and to declare the effects of | bringing this war to a close. 


such copies,” was read a third time, and the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed until 
Saturday next. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Ropney on Mon- 
day, instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing a bounty 
to the public armed vessels and private armed 
vessels of the United States, for prisoners captured 
and the guns taken by them in any piratical ves- 
sel, was read for consideration. 

Mr. Ropney said he thought that in the war 
we were waging against the bucaniers of the West 
Indian seas, the Government ought to hold out 
inducements to our officers and seamen, greater 
than were now offered to them, and thus do all in 
its power to put aspeedy end to the war. Insuch 
a warfare, he had no idea that there was any 
thing like honor to be acquired, and as that stim- 
ulus was not afforded to the brave men who would 
be engaged in prosecuting it, something ought to 
be held out to them in its place. It was a war- 
fare of much danger; the service was arduous, 
and the exposure, day and night, which such a 
service required, was, in those seas, extremely 
hazardous, from the great liability to the fatal dis- 
eases of the climate. He thought, also, thatsome 
encouragement ought to be held out to private 
armed vessels to co-operate, as far as possible, in 
What that encour- 
agement ought to be, he could not say ; that would 
be left to the wisdom of the Senate. The late 
war afforded, however, a precedent for his object, 
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and that was the amount of the bounty. In that! Mr. Lioyp of Massachusetts, and Mr. Smrru of 
contest a bounty of $25 for each prisoper was at | Maryland, supported the bill ; and Mr. Dickxersoy 
first allowed, and, subsequently, $50 were granted. | and Mr. FinpLay opposed it—each of the gentle. 
The bounty which he proposed, Mr. R. said, would | men at considerable length, and some of them 
have the further effect of inducing sailors to enter | repeatedly. At the close of the general debate— 
the public service, and thus place promptly in the| Mr. Lioyp renewed the amendment he had 
hands of the officer charged with conducting the | waived, which was, to require of the person ma- 
expedition (and a most suitable and exgellent ap- 0 application for the drawback, to “ produce 
pointment it was) the means of prosecuting the | such satisfactory proof to the collector, in the 
war effectually. It was demanded by the interest | form and under the attestations to be prescribed 
of the country, Mr. R. said, that it should be so | by the Secretary of the Treasury, that the cordage 
prosecuted, and ended as soon as possible, as the | so proposed to be exported, was truly made and 
commerce of the country had suffered, from the | manufactured exclusively from imported hemp, as 
depredations of piracy, a degree of prostration | stated in said entry.” 

which it had not experienced for a long time be-| This amendment was opposed by Mr. D’ Wor, 
fore. Under these impressions, he had offered the | and supported by Mr. Luoyp. 
resolution for the investigation of the Naval Com-| Mr. Leume m6ved to amend the amendment, 
mittee. so as to confine the operation of the bill to hemp 
The resolution was agreed to. which shall be imported after the passage of the 
DRAWBACK ON CORDAGE. bill; because, if extended to all the hemp and 

| cordage now in the country, it would very ma- 

The Senate then, according to the order of the terially impair the estimated revenue. 

day, resumed the consideration of the bill toallow| Mr. Lioyp, of Massachusetts, offered some rea- 
a drawback on the perme of cordage man- | sons to show that this amendment would destroy 
ufactured from foreign hemp—the question being | the object and the useful effects of the bill. 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. CuaNDLER,| The amendment moved by Mr. Lowrie was 
which provided that the hemp of which the cord- agreed to—ayes 21; and then the amendment 
age claiming drawback 1S manufactured, had been | offered by Mr. Luioyp was agreed to as amended. 
mngesied within one year preceding, &c. The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
r. DWotr assigned the reasons why he | on engrossing the bill and reading it a third time, 
thought this amendment unnecessary and inexpe- 


aor and was negatived by the following vote : 


; Yeas—Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, D’Wolf, 
Mr. peeneeen had proposed the amendment Holmes of Maine, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd of Massa- 
on the spur of the moment, and it might be defec-| chusetts, Mills, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, 
tive; but he thought something of the kind ne-| seymour, Smith of Maryland, Van Buren, and Van 
cessary, to prevent ship-owners from exporting to Dyke—16. 
some foreign place the cordage necessary for their| “Nays—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Brown of Ohio, 
own use, to rig their vessels there, as occasion re-| Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes of 
quired, and thus get clear of the duties on the| Mississippi, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of Louisi- 
hemp used by themselves, by receiving the draw-| ana, King of Alabama, Lowrie, Macon, Rodney, 
back. 


| Smith of South Carolina, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, 
Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, was in favor | 


the priuciple of the amendment. He felt obliged 
to the gentleman from Rhode Island for bringing 
this bili forward, but he thought it very unguarded 
in its provisions. To remedy what he conceived 
a defect in the bill, he had prepared an amend- Tuurspay, January 9. 
ment, different in form from that before the Sen-| Mr. Wittiams, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
ate, and which he read. To give an opportunity | mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 
for trying this instead of his own, Mr. Cuanpcer | the bill, entitled “An act to continue the present 
withdrew his amendment; and Mr. Lioyp then | mode of supplying the Army of the United States,” 
offered the amendment which he had read, but, | reported the same without amendment. 
at the request of Mr. D’Woxr, who wished to| Mr. Ruaeues presentéd the petition of Heer 
offer some remarks on the bill, in reply to its op- | Johnson, of Ohio, praying the donation of a small 
ponents, Mr. L. waived his amendment for the} portion of public land, for reasons stated in the 
present. petition; which was read, and referred to the 
On this the debate was resumed, on the general | Committee on Public Lands. 
merits of the bill, and continued until past three| Mr. Lowrie presented the memorial of the 
o'clock. The discussion embraced a variety of | Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, praying 
views of the probable effects of the measure, on | the erection of certain permanent and floating 
the navigation, the manufactures, and the revenue | lights. The memorial was read, and referred to 
of the country—of the condition of the different | the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures. 
interests of the nation—what had been done, and| Mr. Barron asked and obtained leave to intro- 
what ought to be done, for them respectively, by | duce a bill to remit to the State of Missouri the 
the Government—the course of trade as pursued | postage on certain law books. The bill was read, 
to different parts of the world, &c. Mr. D’Wo yr, | and it passed to the second reading. 


Taylor of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Ware, 
Williams of Mississippi, Williams of Tennessee—24. 
So the bill was rejected. 
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Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of David G. 
Cowan. The bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Jonson also presented the petition of 
David G. Cowan, praying a law may pass, al- 
lowing the equitable settlement of his accounts, 
for reasons therein stated; and the petition was 
read. 

Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, gave notice that to- 
morrow he should ask leave to introduce a resola- 
tion to amend the Constitution of the United 
States. 


Imprisonment for Debt. 


CONGRESS. 98 





SENATE. 


the second time, by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill, entitled “An act making a partial ap- 
propriation for the support of Government for the 
year 1823,” was read the second time, by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief of 
the representatives of John Donelson, Thomas Carr, 
and others, together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the Committee on Public Lands; and, 
the same having been agreed to, it was reported 


Mr. Lownie submitted the following motion for | to the House; and, the amendment being con- 
consideration : | curred in, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be read a third time. 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing | The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
by law for the sale of the tracts of the public land on Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
which are lead mines or salt springs, which have here- | of Joseph Forrest; and, on motion, it was laid on 


tofore been reserved from sale, or may hereafter be sur- 
veyed by the United States. | 

Mr. Eaton presented the memorial of Edward | 
Doyle, praying indemnification for the destruction | 
of his property during the Seminole war. The | 
memorial was read, and referred to the Commit- | 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. Benvon pesented the petition of James | 
McClung, praying the payment of an outstanding 
certificate, issued to his father for a horse impress- 
ed in the public service. The petition was read, 
and referred to the same committee. 


Mr. Nose submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act of Congress, entitled “An act granting a | 
tract of land to William Conner and wife, and to their 
children,” approved 7th May, 1822, so as to vest the 
fee simple to the tract of land therein named, in the 
said William Conner. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Military Affairs, on 
the militia claims of the State of Georgia, for ser- 
vices rendered under orders of the President of the 
United States during the years 1792, 3, and 4; 
and, on motion, the further consideration thereof | 
was postponed until Thursday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
motion of the 8th instant, for instructing the Com- | 
mitteeon Commerce and Manufactures to inquire 
into the expediency of erecting a lighthouse or | 
beacon on Cape Romain, and agreed thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. Lanman, the petition of 
Samuel Harrison, agent for the heirs of Captain 
Jonathan Carver, praying for the recognition of | 
an Indian deed for a tract of land near St. An- 
thony’s Falls, on the Mississippi, presented at the 


the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Joshua Russell; and, no amendment having 
been made thereto, it was reported to the House, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 
The Senate, according to the order of the day, 
took up the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. 
Mr. Van Buren moved, by way of amendment, 
a substitute for the bill, embracing several sections, 


'and a variety of provisions, and qualifications of 
the broad principle laid down in the original bill. 
'He followed his motion with some remarks ex- 


planatory of the amendment he offered, and the 
reasons why he deemed the bill inexpedient with- 
out his modifications. 

Mr. Mitts, of Massachusetts, also submitted his 
objections to the bill as originally proposed, the 
reasons why he could not support it unless mate- 
rially modified, and certain amendments which 
he should offer in addition to those already pro- 

osed. 
: Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, replied to both the 
preceding gentlemen, and defended the bill against 
their objections. 

The bill was then laid over until to-morrow, to 
give time to prepare the further amendments 
which had been suggested. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 


‘concerning the disbursement of public money, re- 


ported yesterday from the Committee of Finance, 


| with amendments, was taken up; and, after some 
explanations by Mr. Lowrie, they were agreed to, 
‘and the bill then postponed to Monday, for the 


wer of having it printed as amended. 
(The amendments provide—first, that nothing 


‘contained in the bill shall be so construed as to 


first session of the Ninth Congress, was referred | restrain the Secretaries of any of the Departments 
to the Committee on Public Lands. | from requiring such returns (besides the returns 
The two bills last brought up from the House | prescribed by the bill to be rendered every three 
of Representatives, for concurrence, were read | months by officers in the United States, and every 
and severally passed to the second reading. six months by those abroad) from any officer or 
The bill, entitled “An act to provide for the | agent, subject to the control of such Secretaries, 
appointment of an additional judge for the Michi-|as the public interest may require. Secondly, 
gan Territory, and for other purposes,” was read | that in all cases where any officer in default shall 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—4 
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account to the satisfaction of the President of the 
United States, such officer may be continued in 
office, any thing in the bill to the contrary not- 
withstanding. | 





Fripay, January 10. 


The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
John Donelson, Thomas Carr, and others, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Russell was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
making a partial appropriation for the expenses 
of Government for the current year, was reported 
by Mr. Lownie, from the Committee of Finance, 
without amendment. The bill was subsequently 
taken up in Committee of the Whole, and con- 
sidered, and ordered to a third reading, end was 
thereupon, on motion of Mr. Lowr1p, read a third 
time, by general consent, passed, and returned to 
the House of Representatives. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the ninth instant, in relation to the pub- 
lic lands on which are lead mines or salt springs, 
and agreed thereto. 

The Senate also resumed the consideration of 
the motion of the ninth instant, in relation to 
William Conner, and agreed thereto. 

The bill to remit to the State of Missouri the 
postage on certain law books, was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

The bill for the relief of David G. Cowan, was 
read the second time, and referred, together with 
said Cowan’s petition, to the Committee of Claims, 
to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of James 
Shackelford, and others, and also the petition of 
Jacob Lindsay and others, reported a bill grant- 
ing to the State of Alabama the right of pre-emp- 
tion to certain quarter sections of land. The bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Ropney submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of fixing light vessels at or near the shoals 
called the Brandywine, and Middle Grounds, in the 
Bay of Delaware, or at such other place or places as 
may render the navigation thereof more safe and con- 
venient; and also to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting a lighthouse at Fort Delaware. 

The bill entitled “An act for laying out and 
making a road from the Lower Rapids of the 
Miami of Lake Erie to the western boundary of 
the Connecticut Western Reserve, in the State 
of Ohio, agreeably to the provisions of the Treaty 
of Brownstown,” was read the second time, by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill entitled “An act for laying out and making 
a road from the Lower Rapids of the Miami of 


. 
ee 











Lake Erie to the western boundary of the Cop- 
necticut Western Reserve, in the State of Ohio, 
agreea bly to the provisions of the Treaty of Browns. 
town ;” and also a bill entitled “ An act to cop. 
firm certain claims to lots in the village of Peoria 
in the State of Illinois;” in which bills they re. 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

The said two bills were read, and severally 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill entitled “An act to confirm certaip 
claims to lots in the village of Peoria, in the State 
of Illinois,” was read the second time, by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill to abolish imprisonment for debt was 
taken up, when 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, submitted some 
amendments in addition to those offered by Mr. 
Van Buren; and then all the amendments were 
ordered to be printed, and the bill postponed to 
Monday next. 

The bill from the other House, to continue the 
present mode of supplying the Army, was taken 
up in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wittiams, of Tennessee, observed that, 
when the act first passed adopting the commissa- 
riat system, as it was an experiment in our Mili- 
tary sta blishment, it was made temporary and 
limited to five years. If the system were to be 
continued, it was now necessary to legislate on it. 
He for one wished that the system should be made 
permanent, as it had completely answered the ex- 
pectations of its friends; but the House of Repre- 
sentatives had thought it best to limit it to five 
years, and he acquiesced in the limitation. 

The bill was reported without amendment, and 
ordered to a third reading. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, rose to ask leave (of 
which he yesterday gave notice) to introduce a 
resolution proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Mr. T. prefaced 
his motion with a few remarks. He adverted to 
the circumstances which led to the former amend- 
ment of the Constitution in relation to the election 
of President and Vice President of the United 
States, by which it was required that the person 
should be designated for each office by the Elec- 
tors. He described the evil which that amend- 
ment was intended to cure, and said that if it had 
been foreseen that the evil could oceur in a differ- 
ent form, the remedy would have been extended 
to meet it. Mr. T. deprecated any improper fas- 
tidiousness in recurring to the Constitution, either 
for instruction or for its improvement. If ever 
the time should arrive when it would be consid- 


ered as unwise or ridiculous to do so, the powers 
of the Constitution would become remitted, and 


merged in legislation and precedents; and we 


should gradually return to the spirit, the princi- 


ples, and the practice, of the British Government, 


where precedent and legislation controlled every 
thing. . 
stant attention to the Constitution ; the practice of 
testing every act of legislation by it; and-a vigt 


Mr. T. inculeated, impressively, a con- 
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A. 
lant care not only that its powers should be rigor- | 
ously exercised, but that it should be repaired and 
improved whenever the public good should require | 
it to be done. If an apprcpriation of money, he | 
ar. were necessary to repair a public road, it | 
might be said, with equal propriety, that an appro- | 

riation of attention and care were necessary to | 
se the Constitution in repair. _Inattention to | 
that, he’ said, would produce in it furrows and | 
dilapidation, and would bring it into the same dis- | 
use that neglect would cause in a public road. | 
Mr. T., after other remarks of the same character, | 
and to enforce the same general sentiment, went | 
on to say that whenever any ee or wishes | 
were demonstrated to be general with the people, | 
they ought to be attended to and put in practice. | 
It was manifest, he thought, that this was the case | 
in regard to the present mode, in the last resort, | 
of electing the President of the United States, and | 
that the people universally deprecated the election | 
of the President by the House of Representatives. | 
Thinking so, he had sought to provide a remedy, 
and therefore asked leave to introduce the follow- 
ing joint resolution : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, two-thirds of | 
both Houses concurring, That the following amend- | 
ment to the Constitution of the United States be pro- 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States: 


“The Electors of a President and Vice President 
shall meet on the day of next preceding the 
expiration of the time for which the existing President | 
may have been appointed; vote for a President and | 
Vice President, according to the Constitution ; and 
make two lists of all persons voted for, to be signed 
and certified by them; one to be delivered, sealed, to 
the President of the United States, within days | 
thereafter, to be opened and examined by him. And | 
if it shall appear that no person has received the votes 
of a majority of the Electors appointed, the President | 
of the United States shall forthwith, by proclamation, | 
and algo by notifications to the Executive of each | 
State, publish the number of votes given to each per- 
son as President. Whereupon, the said Electors shall 
again meet on the day of next succeeding 
their first meeting, and vote for one of the two persons 
as President, who shall have received, at their first 
meeting, the greatest number of votes for that office. 
Or, if it should happen that more persons than two 
should have received the greatest number, and also an 
equal number of votes, the said Electors shall vote for | 
one of them as President. The said Electors shall 
transmit one of the lists to be made at their first meet- | 
ing, and also that to be made at their second, (should 
it take place,) to be proceeded upon as the Constitu- 
tion has prescribed, except that the person having the 
greatest number of votes at the second meeting of the 
said Electors shall be the President. But if two or 
more persons shall have received the greatest and an 
equal number of votes at the second meeting of the 
said Electors, the House of Representatives shall choose 
one of them for President, in the mode’prescribed by 
the Constitution.” 























The leave was granted, and the resolution was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 


Adjourned to Monday. 


Proceedings. 







SENATE. 
Monpay, January 18. 

The PresipENT communicated a report of the 
Secretary of War, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of George Ulmer. The report was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The PresipentT communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting reports 
made under an act supplementary to the several 
acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State 
of Louisiana. Thereports were read, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Ruea es, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Archibald F. 
Macneill, of North Carolina, made a report, ac- 
companied by a resolution that the prayer of the 
petitioner ought not to be granted. 

Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, presented the petition 
of John Low, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
to be placed on the list of pensioners. The peti- 
tion was read. and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. Barzour, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill to regulate the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and certain British 
colonial ports. The bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Barsoor presented the petition of Walker 


| K. Armistead, praying the passage of a law au- 


thorizing the equitable settlement of his accounts. 
The petition was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Dickerson presented the petition of Samuel 
Howell, of New Jersey, praying compensation for 
services rendered his country during the Revolu- 
tionary war. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GalIL_arp presented the petition of Sarah 


| Perry of Rhode Island, praying a pension for five 


years. The petition was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. G. also presented the memorial of Lewis 
A. Petray and Just Viel, merchants of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, praying that certain articles 
shipped from St. Augustine, when an American 
port, to Charleston, may be exempted from the 
payment of duties. ‘The memorial was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. Lowrie, it was resolved that 
none of the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s Message of the 10th December last, be print- 
ed for the use of the Senate, excepting the letter 
from the Society of the United Brethren to the 
Secretary of War, and the statements marked 
A and B. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, re- 
questing the President of the United States “‘ to cause 
to be laid before the Senate the number of arms re- 
quired, annually, to supply the militia of the West, 
according to acts of Congress; the probable number 
necessary to be placed in military deposites, located or 
to be located, on the Western waters; the cost of 
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transportation of arms to the Western States and de- 
posites; the probable cost of manufacturing arms in 
the West; the probable cost of erecting, at this time, 
on the Western waters, such an armory as that at 
Harper’s Ferry, or at Springfield ; and such other in- 
formation as he may deem important to establish the 
expediency of erecting, on the Western waters, a na- 
tional armory ;”’ I herewith transmit a report from the 
Secretary of War, containing the desired information. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Wasuinerton, January 10, 1823. 


The Message was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Samira, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
the petition of William Thornton, praying a re- 
newal of his patent for certain improvements, 
particularly in a boiler, reported a resolution, that 
a h of the Poe ought not to be granted. 

r. Smiru, of South Carolina, from the same 
committee, to which was referred the bill to au- 
thorize the purchase of a number of copies of the 
sixth volume of the Laws of the United States ; 
the bill to release Amos Muzzy and John White 
from imprisonment; and, also, the bill, entitled 
“An act in addition to an act to continue in force 
‘An act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and to punish the crime of piracy,’ and, 
also, to make further provision for punishing the 
crime of piracy,” reported the same, respectively, 
without amendment. 


CLAIM OF JOSEPH EMERSON. 


On motion of Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, the Sen- 
ate resumed the consideration of the motion of the 
third instant, for instructing the Committee on 
Foreign Relations respecting the petition and 
claim of Joseph Emerson and others ; and, on the 
question to agree to the first branch of the resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

‘«That the petition of Joseph Emerson, and others, 
praying for indemnity for property illegally captured 
by the cruisers of the French Republic, in the year 
1797, be directed to inquire and report whether the 
claim of the petitioners was released to the French 
Government by the United States, by the convention 
between the two Republics, made and concluded on 
the 30th of September, 1800, and finally ratified, on 
the part of France, on the 31st of July, 1801 :” 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, spoke at considerable 
length on the subject of his motion—going into 
the circumstances of the claim, the history of the 
treaties with France, and the transactions of the 
times, out of which the claim grew, and on which 
it relied for support, &c. 


Mr. Barsour, and Mr. Kina, of New York, | 


each spoke at some length on the topics introduced 


Claim of Joseph Emerson. 


JANUARY, 1823. 
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decided in the negative, by yeas and nays—yeas 4, 
nays 41, as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Holmes of Maine, Parrott, Rodney, 
and Smith of Maryland. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Board- 
man, Brown of Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Chandler, 
D’ Wolf, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, Elliott, Findlay, 
Gaillard, Holmes of Mississippi, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Johnson of Louisiana, King of Alabama, King of New 
York, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Low. 
rie, Macon, Mills, Morril, Palmer, Ruggles, Seymour, 
Smith of South Carvlina, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, 
Taylor of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Van 
Buren, Van Dyke, Ware, Williams of Mississippi, and 
Williams of Tennessee. 


On motion of Mr. Barzour, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations were discharged from: the fur- 
ther consideration of the said petition. 





Tuespay, January 14. 


Mr. Barsour presented the | grag of Lemuel 
Bent, praying to be exonerated from a judgment 
obtained against him by the United States. The 
petition was read and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Lanman presented the petition of Phebe 
Wilcox, stating that her son, Lieutenant Wilcox, 
on whom she principally depended for her support, 
was killed during the late war, whilst engaged 
in the service of his country, and praying that some 
provision may be made for her relief.—Referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Finp.ay presented the memorial of Henr 
Huber, and others, of the city and county of Phil- 
adelphia, manufacturers of bridle bits, stirrup irons, 
and coach and harness furniture, praying the pro- 
tection of the Government. The memorial was 
read and referred to the Committee on Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a report 
of the Commissioners of the Navy Pension Fund, 
made in obedience to the act for the better gov- 
ernment of the Navy of the United States; and 
the letter and report were read, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of modifying 
the act of Congress of the last session, entitled “An act 
for the establishment of a Territorial government in 
Florida,” so as better to secure the rights of the citi- 
zens of of the said Territory. 

Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Samuel 


bY Mr. H. in his remarks—going to show that the } Walker, the petition of Joseph L. Dutton, and 
claim was of a class which could not and ought | also the petition of John Martin and others, re- 
not to be indemnified by the Government; justi- | ported a bill for the relief of Samuel Walker, and 


fied the course adopted by the committee, &c. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, rejoined to these gen- 
tlemen ; and Mr. Smitn, of Maryland, also spoke 
on the same subject. 


others. The Dill was read, and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 10th instant, for instructing the 


The question being taken on agreeing, first, to} Committee of Commerce and Manufactures to 
the first branch of Mr. Hotmes’s resolution, it was | inquire into the expediency of fixing certain light- 
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yessels and of erecting a lighthouse at Fort Dela- 
ware, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 

rt of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 

tition of William Thornton; and, in concur- 

rence therewith, resolved that the prayer of the 
petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The report of the Committee of Claims, un- 
favorable to the petition of Archibald McNeill, 
was taken up, when, Mr. Macon having moved 
to recommit the report—it was, on motion, laid 
on the laid. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whom the subject had been re- 
ferred by resolution, made a report adverse to the 
expediency of modifying the act granting a tract 
of land-to William Conner, his wife and children, 
so as to vest the fee simple in Conner himself; 
and the report was read. 
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Imprisonment for Debt. 


Before Mr. J. had concluded his remarks, he gave 
way for a motion for adjournment; and some 
time after 3 o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 





Wepnespay, January 15. 


Mr. Smits, of Maryland, presented the petition 
of Edward Evat, of Baltimore, praying compen- 
sation for a house consumed by fire, in the year 
1815, while occupied by a detachment of United 
States’ troops. The petition was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Smirna, of Maryland, communicated to the 
Senate the preamble and resolutions adopted by 
the Legislature of Maryland, [published at large, 
in the proceedings of the House of Representa- 
tives,] approving the general policy of the Federal 
Government, in relation to the defences of the 
nation, the increase of the Navy, &c. The reso- 


The joint resolution, introduced by Mr. Tay- | lutions were read and laid on the table. 


Lor of 
Constitution, received its second reading; and, 
on motion of Mr. Barspour, it was ordered to be 
referred to a select committee. 

The bill granting to the State of Alabama the 
right of pre-emption to certain quarter sections of 
land, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
‘pill, entitled “An act to enable the proprietors of 
lands, held by titles derived from the United 
States, to obtain copies of papers from the pro- 
per department, and to declare the effect of such 
copies,” it having been previously read a third 
time ; and resolved that this bill pass. 

The bill, entitled “An act to continue the pre- 
sent mode of supplying the Army of the United 
States,” was read the third time and passed. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, and the 
amendments offered thereto, by Mr. Van Buren. 

These amendments, as before stated, embrace a 
variety of provisions, which are, substantially, the 
following: Ist. They make the act prospective, 
so as not to interfere with the remedies of the par- 
ties upon existing contracts. 2. oe except from 
the exemption secured by the act, all cases of mo- 
neys received by public officers, and, generally, 
all cases of moneys received by persons acting in 
a representative character. They also except all 
cases of action brought for torts. 3d. In the ex- 
cepted cases the amendments provide, that if it 


shall be made to appear to the court, that the | 


money for which the suit is brought was either 
corruptly received or fraudulently withheld, the 
defendant shall be subject to actual imprisonment, 
without the privileges of the jail now allowed, 
until the debt be paid, or the detendant discharged 
by due course of law. 4th. They authorize arrest 
and bail when it shall be made to appear that 


there is reason to believe that the defendant is | 


about to depart from the United States.. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, rose and addressed 
the Senate about two hours on the general mer- 
its of the measure he had. proposed by this bill. 


irginia, proposing an amendment to the | 


Mr. Kina, of New York, presented the petition 
of Eleanor Lawrence, of New York, praying in- 
demnity for injury sustained in consequence of 
| the occupation of her farm by the troops of the 

United States, and the erection thereon of military 
works, in the late war with Great Britain. The 
| petition was read and referred to the Secretary 
'of War, to consider and report thereon to the 
| Senate. 

Mr. Lowrie, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whieh was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
| to make perpetual an act passed the 3d day of 
| March, 1817, entitled ‘An act to continue in force 
an act, entitled ‘An act further to provide for the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,’ 
| passed 3d day of March, 1815, and for other pur- 
| poses,” reported the same, without amendment. 

Mr. Lowrte, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act further to regulate 
the entry of merchandise imported into the United 
States from any adjacent territory,” reported the 
same, with an amendment; which was read. 

Mr. Ruae.es, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Henry P. 
Willcox, administrator on the estate of Joseph 
Willcox, deceased, made a report, accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Will- 
cox; and the report and bill were read, and the 
bill passed to the second reading. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of Sam- 
| uel Odlin, of Lubec, in the State of Maine, stat- 
ing that he had made a contract with Lewis F. 
Delesdernier, late Collector of the Port of Passa- 
maquoddy, for a certain parcel of land, which he 
| had paid for and improved, without receiving a 
| title therefor; which said land has been attached 
by, and since set off to, the United States, as De- 
lesdernier’s property. The petition was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
| was referred a resolution of the Senate of the 10th 
instant, instructing said committee to inquire into 
| the expediency of amending the act granting a 
' tract of land to William Conner and wife, and to 
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their children ; and, in concurrence therewith, re- 


solved, that it is not expedient to amend the said 
act of Congress in the manner contemplated in 
the before mentioned resolution of the Senate, of 
the 10th of January, 1823. 
_ The Senate then proceeded to the appointment 
of a select committee, for the reference of Mr. 
Tayuor’s proposed amendment to the Constitu- 
tion ; and Messrs. Taytor, of Virginia, Kine, of 
New York, Macon, Dickerson, and Smita, of 
South Carolina, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate took up the resolution offered yes- 
terday by Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, proposing 
an inquiry into the expediency of so amending the 
act establishing a Territorial government in Flor- 
ida, as better to secure the rights of the people 
thereof. 

In submitting this resolution yesterday, Mr. J. 
observed, that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
been instructed, a few days ago, at his instance, 
to inquire into the propriety of modifying the act 
of the last session, providing for the establishment 
of a Territorial government in Florida, so as to 
grant the right of appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in certain cases; but he had 
since been apprized of the necessity of several ma- 
terial jaltedinents to the said act, in relation to 
other subjects. With the view, therefore, of re- 
ferring them generally to the committee, he had 
offered the resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The bill to regulate the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and certain British 
colonial ports, was read the second time. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Walker, and 
others, was read the second time. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The Senate then resumed, in Committee of the 

Whole, the consideration of the bill to abolish im- 
isonment for debt, under process from the United 
tates courts. 

Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, concluded the speech 
he commenced yesterday in support of the general 
—— of the bill, and on the amendments of- 
fered thereto. His remarks are given in full, as 
follows : 

It is easier (said Mr. Jounson) to convince my 
own mind of the impropriety of abolishing im- 
prisonment for debt, I fear, than by communicat- 
ing my Views to carry conviction to the bosoms 
of others. I am conscious that public speaking is 
not my forte; but, on this important subject, it 
has become my duty to present to the Senate my 
sentiments. 

The power of a creditor to imprison his debtor 
is the only case in the United States where, among 
freemen, one citizen has legal authority to deprive 
his co-equal fellow-citizen, at discretion, of the 
right of personal liberty. It constitutes an awful 
exception, both in our civil and criminal code, 
which, in my humble opinion, is repugnant to the 
spirit of the Constitution. In the case of minors, 
it is true, the parent has a limited control over his 
child, the guardian over his ward, and the master 
over his apprentice; but this power is necessarily 
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given only on account of the minority of the 


subject. 

When the years of infancy are past, and map 
attains to the age of freedom, our laws regard his 
personal liberty too sacred to be annihilated by his 
own voluntary act. Ita man, by solemn contract, 
binds himself to serve another, even if the reward 
of that service is paid at its commencement, the 
contract is void in law, and cannot be enforced. 
A failure to perform the service will only subject 
the person to the payment in money of the amount 
of damages incurred ; but the power does not exist 
to déprive him of his freedom, nor to extort his 
personal service without his own consent. Per. 
sonal liberty is not permitted to enter into the con- 
templation of either party, as any part of the con- 
sideration for the fulfilment of the contract, or the 

enalty for its violation. You must confide in his 
ee or look to his effects for relief if he de- 
ceives you. An action for damages alone can be 
sustained ; for, however strong your claim may be 
to his personal service, the principle is deemed too 
dangerous to be tolerated in a free government, to 
permit a man, for any pecuniary consideration, to 
dispose of the liberty of his equal. But, in cases 
of debt, our present law, regardless of the honesty 
or the misfortunes of the debtor, gives to the cred- 
itor this sovereign power over his person—a power 
too sacred to be abridged by his own act, to lodge 
him in prison at*discretion. You vest the credi- 
tor with the prerogative of Heaven, without im- 
parting to him its attributes of righteousness or 
mercy; the power to execute, vengeance where 
there is no crime, and to inflict punishment with- 
out trial or proof of guilt. 

Let us examine whether there is any solid foun- 
dation on which this barbarous practice, this ano- 
maly in our laws, can find support. I will advance 
it, as an incontrovertible principle, that poverty is 
no crime; nor is a failure to fulfil a pecuniary en- 
gagement, when prevented by misfortune, in any 
degree associated with guilt. The victim of pen- 
ury is a proper object of sympathy and benevo- 
lence. If there is a spark of divinity remaining in 
fallen man, it inspires this sentiment, and the rev- 
elation of God’s will to his creature confirms it. 
A striking illustration of this is given us in the 
miraculous interference of Heaven on behalf of a 
— widow, recorded in the Old Testament. Her 

usband had been a righteous man, though re- 
duced to insolvency. After his death an unre- 
lenting creditor, like those for whose malicious 
pleasure this law exists, was threatening to sell 
her two sons into bondage to pay the debt of their 
deceased father. She cried to a prophet for ad- 
vice. Moved with divine compassion he raised a 
ery to Heaven in her behalf, and the Amighty in- 
terposed, by increasing her only remaining store, 
a solitary cruse of oil, into an abundance equal to 
the relief which her necessity demanded. Had 
poverty been acrime, in the sight of God, she 
would not have been rescued from its consequence 
by a miracle. 

Riches carry influence into every society. 
Wealth is power. But analyze merit, and 1t is 
found to consist in virtue, in honor, in benevo. 
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lence. It is a fundamental principle in our insti- | without proof, they sacrificed their subjects, yet 
tutions, and a uniform sentiment in social life, | they pretended to have the secret knowledge of 
that the worth of every man depends alone on his | some crime to justify their cruelty. Butan appeal 
mental endowments and his moral qualities; and | to facts will prove that inability to meet pecuniary 
[ believe there never has been a criminal code, | engagements does not furnish prima facie evidence 
either in ancient or modern times, which denounced | of fraud. It may be received as the evidence of 
yerty asa‘crime. There exists, in most com- | misfortune—of the want of foresight, or of indis- 
munities, a pride of property, under the influence | cretion; but our present system regards it in the 
of which the rich will refuse to associate with the | light of conviction of fraud, and delivers over the 
indigent, and even imbibe sentiments of superior- | body to the arbitrary decision of the creditor. 
ity over the laboring class of society. This spirit, | This is the essence of tyranny. It is a violent 
thank Heaven, is less predominant in the United | outrage upon the humane maxim of the law, 
States than in any other region of the civilized | which presumes every person innocent till his 
world; but even here it is not utterly exploded ; | guilt is established upon certain evidence; and we 
yet this vain, this domineering, this purse-proud | have a grievous sin to answer for, in permitting a 
spirit, among the few creatures who possess it, has | principle so sacred to be thus violated. 
never dared to stigmatize poverty or misfortune; But, it is said, that no honorable man will abuse 
with the imputation of guilt. Even Draco, in his | this power. If this were the fact, and if all men 
bloody code, with all his eagerness in search of | were truly honorable, my feeble efforts to-day 
crime, that he might punish it with death, never | would be worse than useless. But, sad experience 
introduced poverty into his black catalogue. But | tells us, that even honorable men, so called, when 
here we punish fraud and misfortune indiscrimi- | lured by the love of wealth, and made judges in 
nately. Our laws make no distinction between | their own cause, are not always entitled to confi- 
the honest and the dishonest debtor. | dence. Saul of Tarsus, when blinded by bigotry, 
The honest victim of disappointment, when all ; though a learned, and doubtless an honorable man, 
his fair prospects are blasted by the unforeseen | verily thought he did God service in persecuting 
accident, which rends from him in a moment the | the saints. But, admit that no honorable man 
honest gains of many industrious years, must, at | will misuse this power, are all creditors honorable ? 
this en moment, be torn from the em- | They are not; and we arm the dishonorable with 
braces of his family, and aes to the felon’s | the tyrant’s rod, to scourge the innocent. 
den, where nothing but a wall of stone or brick | Millenial days havenot yet commenced. Satan 
separates him from the murderer. His poverty is | is not yet bound, and man is not restored to his 
made a crime of so deep a hue, as to transcend the | pristine purity. The history of the world shows 
pardoning re of the Government; and neither | us, that depraved man, savage or civilized, is the 
the tears of his wife nor the cries of his helpless | same in every country, and in every age, when 
children can restore him to them, nor his industry | placed under the same circumstances; and that 
to their support, till the vengeance of an incensed | arbitrary power cannot be safely confided to any 
creditor shall be satiated. ‘human being. He willabuseit. For this reason, 
It will not be denied that imprisonment is a | the Constitution of the United States has wisely 
punishment; and what is the language of the law | imposed limitations upon the powers of Congress. 
when applied to the criminal code? It is better | We cannot abridge the freedom of speech, nor 
for ten guilty men to escape than for one innocent | restrict the rights of conscience. Why this limi- 
person to suffer. This doctrine of mercy is ex- | tation upon our power? Because it is liable to 
tended in these enlightened days, and the senti-| abuse. The wisdom and virtue of the whole na- 
ment is universally approbated, that it is better for | tion concentrated, are not sufficient to guard 
ninety-nine guilty persons to escape than that one | against the misuse of power without restriction ; 
innocent person should be punished; but, in the | and it should never be imparted unless indispen- 
civil code, these humane maxims are most cruelly | sable. Necessity requires that powers, and trans- 
violated by vesting in the creditor a discretionary | cendent too, should be vested in the Government; 
power over the body of the debtor, without proof, | but they should be confined to the Government 
or even a charge of fraud or dishonesty. My ob- | and not transferred to citizens in their individual 
ject is to ones the innocent and punish the | character. 
guilty ; and, to effect both of these purposes, guilt} It is far from my desire to limit the power of 
must be made manifest by conviction on an im- | the creditor over the property of his debtor. It is 
partial trial, and not presumed against every ap- | the sacred duty of Government to protect every 
pearance of fact. As the law now exists, guilt is | individual in the quiet and absolute enjoyment of 
presumed, but not proven; and though we admit | his honest acquisitions; and it is perfectly clear, 
the fact that a debtor may be guilty of fraud by | in my mind, tb2t our laws should recognise an 
concealment, or conveyance of property without | interest of the creditor in the possessions of his 
a valuable consideration, we do also know that he | debtor. If, in case of debt, the remedy against 
may be unfortunate, and yet honest. the property is too limited, let it be extended ; 
e have not yet read of a monster so bold in | give it the greatest latitude; but confine its opera- 
cruelty, and so regardless of the esteem of man- tion to that object, and do not carry it to personal 
kind, as to avow the disposition to punish inno- | liberty. I believe the power of attachmentagainst 
cence. Caligula, and even Nero, professed to | property is already complete, with but few excep- 
punish guilt alone. Though without trial, and ' tions; and if the system can be perfected, let it be 
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done. The whole property of the debtor is sub-| pensation of charity to the poor. Our Savioy; 
ject to execution, except the tools of the mechanic, | taught his followers to pray for mercy on no other 
the utensils of the farmer, and perhaps, in some | principle than that of dispensing it. “ Forgive 
instances, a bed for the wife and children to lie| us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Tho 
down and mourn, when all their other dependence | gates of Heaven were unfolded to receive Lazarus 
is gone, and the prison doors are barred upon the | a poor mendicant on earth, while they were barre; 
husband and the father. In one or two of the! against the rich man in his purple robes, who re. 
States, the real property is also shielded from ex- | fused him the crumbs that fell from his table, 
ecution ; but there are very few exceptions to the | While these lessons of divine instruction teach ys 
general rule. to moderate our desire after wealth, and to extend 
In case of fraud, the creditor has his remedy at | benevolence to the indigent, our laws encourage 
common law or in chancery, and where the fact | hardness of heart and avaricious dispositions, by 
can be established of fraudulent concealment or | authorizing us to ae our debtors with unre- 
conveyance, such property is made liable to exe- | lenting ,severity. e follow him with all the 
eution and sale. If modern experience can sug- | angry rigor of the law, in hope to make him dis- 
gest an improvement in the wisdom of ages, let | gorge some hidden treasure; but the pursuit js 
the system be made still more complete. Take | unavailing. Upon the honest and unfortunate, 
the little that is reserved. Strip the debtor of | degradation and ruin are the only and certain 
every thing that can benefit the creditor; but do | consequences ; but its effects on the fraudulent are 
not take that which will degrade the man, reduce | to produce perjury and corruption, without pro- 
his wife to an unnatural widowhood, the children | curing relief to the prosecutor. 
untimely orphans, and inflict the keenest wound | It is said, that imprisonment for debt, under the 
upon the whole family, without one solitary ad-| mild execution of the law which now prevails, is 
vantage to the creditor, except the infernal plea- | a mere shadow; and it may sometimes coerce the 
sure of gratifying the most diabolical of all hu-| payment of debts, if it should be continued. If 
man passions, the revenge of a vindictive spirit. | this is but a shadow, where is the substance fled; 
Every person who enters into a contract, con- | and why does it blush to appear? If the law is 
taining stipulations to be executed in future, is ; so barbarous that honorable men are unwilling to 
sensible of some hazard in the performance. The | execute it, then, for the honor of the country, I be- 
events of futurity are beyond the power of human | seech you blot it out of your civil code, and suffer 
control. Not even the angels of Heaven can | it not to exist for those who are so lost to honor, 
“chen events; they are reserved to the Almighty | as to make it their resort. But the history of its 
imself, who alone controls the destinies of the | practice proves that it is more than a dead letter. 
Universe, and directs the affairs of men. Should | It isthe tyrant’s rod and the poor man’s terror. In 
angels enter into executionary obligations, unless | cities, where the density of population renders the 
by divine instruction, they, as well as feeble mor- | evil more visible, their prisons are never solitary. 
tals, might fail to comply with their engagements. | A good man in adversity is pursued by a combi- 
Contracts are always reciprocally voluntary ; and | nation of creditors, each with a separate demand, 
there is nothing in their nature which can justify | to procrastinate the period when he hopes to re- 
cruel and barbarous remedies for the injury sus- | lieve himself from a loathsome prison by the only 
tained by their non-fulfilment. | legal resort, a degrading oath. As soon as one 
The love of money is the root of all evil; and | creditor has finished his course of prosecution, an- 
while we secure to each, as far as human fore- | other commences, and thus he is continually har- 
sight can secure, the enjoyment of his wealth, we | assed, till his spirits are broken ; his credit destroy- 
should be careful not to increase this love by arti- | ed; his prospects blasted ; his moral influence sunk ; 
ficial stimulants. Riches are the idol of the world, | and frequently he is compelled to abandon the so- 
and ever have been; and we should rather seek | ciety of his dearest friends, where he might have 
expedients to moderate our passion for wealth, | survived his misfortunes, but for this legalized 
than to increase it. It is dangerous to society, | cruelty of which he is made the victim. 
and ruinous to our own souls. Remember the} The object of Government is to secure us in the 
rich man. His lands brought forth abundantly, | enjoyment of our rights, and to guard them against 
and his profusion was his god. While trans-| every violation, unless forfeited by crime. Life, 
a with all the raptures of false devotion, | liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, are inalieu- 
olding a delightful soliloquy on the future en-}| able. In what manner is the personal liberty of 
ee which his wealth would afford, “Soul, | the citizen shielded by the Constitution? The 
take thy fill, thou hast much treasure in store for | writ of habeas corpus cannot be suspended, unless, 
many years,” the awful summons of death ar-| in times of civil war or foreign invasion, the pub- 
rested him: ‘thou fool, this night shall thy soul | lic safety may require it Kvery freeman is se- 
be required of thee, and then whose shall these | cured in his person, his house, his papers, and effects, 
things be?’ His palaces and his gardens were ex- | against unreasonable searches and seizures. No 
changed for a coffin and a tomb. Such may be} person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
the lot of him who holds in confinement his fel- | other infamous crime, unless on the presentment 
low-man, for the love of the same idol; and the | or indictment of a grand jury, except cases arising 
public body that gives its legal sanction, may | in the land and naval forces. No man shall be 
share withhim the reward. The Gospel inculcates | compelled to testify against himself. The accused 
the sentiment of mercy to our debtors, and the dis- | shall enjoy the right of a speedy and public trial 











113 


JanuaR 







an im 
the a 
sers-——*° 
witness 
These 2 
Constit 
ecroacht 
nocenc! 
the pol 
of Ind 
of hut 
—the t 
Gospel 
und 

P ptot 
It is 
punis! 

sure. 
presul 
treasu 
The ' 
cases 
sump 
We f 
the p 
In 

ous § 
for y 
inqu 
but ¢ 
suffe 
ligio 
dise: 

the 
mat 
loca 

ur} 

ad 

I 

pri 
pre 

ric! 

of 

ric 








823, 


= 
lour 
ther 
ive 
Lhe 
rus, 
red 
re- 
ble, 
| Us 
nd 
ige 


re- 


113 


January, 1823. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


114 


SENATE. 


Imprisonment for Debt. 








i 
an impartial jury—to be informed of the nature 
the accusation—to be confronted with his accu- 

sers—to have compulsory process to obtain his 

witnesses, and to have counsel for his defence. 

These are some of the principles contained in the 

Constitution, to shield personal liberty from en- 

croachment. But, in the case of imprisonment for 

debt, where no discrimination is made between in- 
nocence and guilt, they are all abandoned; and 
the political maxims contained in the Declaration 
of Independence are set at naught. The feelings 
of humanity are outraged—innocence is punished 
the moral law disregarded—the precepts of the 

Gospel put at defiance; all this you do to obtain the 
und of flesh nearest the heart of the unfortunate 
btor. 

It is said that imprisonment for debt is nota 
punishment, but a means to reach some hidden trea- 
sure. These means are resorted to without even 
presumptive evidence as to existence of this hidden 
treasure; not even the form of a trial is necessary. 
The will of the party is sufficient; and, in nine 
cases out of ten, the ca. sa. is issued where the pre- 
sumption of innocence is in favor of the debtor. 
We first punish and then inquire into the guilt of 
the prisoner. 

In France such was the practice, when obnoxi- 
ous persons were arrested by letters de cachet, and 
for years consigned to the Bastile. The Spanish 
inquisition used the torture, not as a punishment, 


but as a means to extort confessions of guilt from 
suffering innocence. Suspicions of political or re- 
ligious heresy constituted the offence. We shall 


discover the character of these means by reading 
the history of John Caustos, whose limbs were 
mangled with chains, and whose joints were dis- 
located by the torture of the inquisition, for the 
urpose of extracting confessions of guilt which 
ad no existence. 

It is our duty to examine into the constituent 
principles of national strength, and to cherish and 
preserve them. Do they consist in numbers, in 
riches, in the salubrity of the climate and richness 
of the soil, in commerce, in manufactures, in ag- 
riculture, in internal improvements? These com- 
pose only a part of the elementary principles of 
national power. In addition to these there is a 
moral power which is more important to preserve ; 
and without which Greece could not have repul- 
sed their Persian invaders—Rome could not have 
conquered the world; and the United States could 
not have sustained their independence against a foe 
so powerful. This moral power, which is so im- 
portant to the prosperity of every nation, consists 
in the love of liberty—devotion to country—in 
high-minded, honorable, gallant, magnanimous, 
and virtuous feelings. Nothing selfish or sordid— 
nothing avaricious or effeminate. 

To preserve this moral power in its greatest 
purity and vigor, every citizen should be secured 
in the pursuit of happiness, and protected from 
violence. He should never be degraded unless he 
has been guilty of crime. Equality of rights 
should be preserved; the law should carefully 
avoid giving one citizen a control over the per- 
sonal liberty of another. 





. Even in criminal prosecutions, no freeman can 
be arrested for a moment, unless the accusation is 
supported by the oath of a competent witness, 
defining the crime and describing the person. 
Self-preservation and the most obvious dictates of 
reason, point out this course. In case of guilt, 
you operate upon the person, and not the property 
of the criminal. Corporal punishment alone can 
satisfy the violated law. In these cases the ac- 
cused has a right to bail, except in capital offences ; 
and even then it is cienal, unless the guilt is 
made manifest or the presumption strong. But 
how is it with the poor debtor, when punished by 
imprisonment? You do not require the oath of 
the party, that he has good ground to believe there 
has been a fraudulent concealment or conveyance 
of property ; but, in the first instance, the creditor 
may issue his ca. sa.—and confine his debtor in 
jail in the same manner as if he had been regu- 
larly arrested, tried, and convicted of crime by an 
impartial jury. If the debtor be innocent you can 
never recall the punishment; nor has he any re- 
dress for such barbarity. 

The creditor may derive satisfaction from the 
hope of expecting payment from the friends and 
relations of the unhappy sufferer. In this way 
you seal his destruction, and reduce his family to 
extreme misery. Stimulated by a vain hope, and 
entertaining a suspicion, the offspring of avarice, 
the unrelenting creditor pursues his victim already 
reduced to want and wretchedness. 

The legitimate fund, for the payment of debts, 
is composed of the real and personal property of 
the debtor. Both are visible and tangible. ‘The 
real cannot be removed ; and the personal property 
is subject to execution wherever it can be found. 
But this does not satisfy the law. The body must 
also be subject to execution, although the impris- 
onment of the body pays no part of the debt. 

I would say, fraud deserves punishment; but 
the prosecution should be based upon the oath of 
the party who makes accusation. And instead of 
presuming guilt, requires its manifestation by an 
impartial jury. Then the punishment would be 
inflicted as a violation of the penal code. 

When the character of the debtor is converted 
into that of the criminal, then it would be legiti- 
mate and proper to demand bail to compel his 
appearance ; because the vengeance of the law is 
to operate upon the person of the individual, if 
convicted of guilt. 

To permit an unfortunate debtor to be confined 
in prison is immoral and criminal in the: Govern- 
ment. The remedy provided by law for the cred- 
itor against the property of the debtor is complete— 
if defective, ela it perfect. To clothe the cred- 
itor with the transcendent and despotic power of 
imprisonment, without even the allegation of fraud, 
is a monstrous usurpation on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, and violatory of the theory as well as 
the practice of our political system in every other 
department. Upon the fraudulent debtor the capias 
ad satisfaciendum, by which the body is arrested, 
has no effect, his mind is not alarmed at the iron 
doors of the prison ; his heart is not torn to pieces 
by wounded pride and virtuous sensibility. He 
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his hidden treasure, until he relieves himself from 
confinement by due course of law. From such 
men you gain nothing by imprisonment; but you 
must resort to legal and equitable remedies, by 
which concealed ‘effects, or property fraudulently 
transferred are made liable to execution to satisfy 
the demand. 

When you arrest the unfortunate and honest 
man, and cast him into prison, his prospects are 
blasted, and his hopes are withered, as the plants 
and vegetation is destroyed by the influence of the 
Bobon Upas, the poisonous tree of Java—the body 
is confined ; but the debt remains, and is hourly 
increasing in magnitude—his future anticipations 
are overspread with clouds, his credit is ifijured, 
his usefulness to society is impaired—the peace of 
his family is interrupted, and while confined in 
prison, he leaves behind him a wife with ra 
eyes and a bleeding heart. 

The misery of which this system is productive, 
has been denied with a boldness which excites as- 
tonishment. To justify its continuance, and pre- 
vent its repeal, it has been represented as purely 
nominal. When facts innumerable, and the ex- 
perience of every day, furnish conclusive evidence 
that it isa source of incalculable distress ; and 
that distress, in a majority of cases, falls with a 
heavy hand upon those who are entitled to our 
commiseration. In our cities, there is not a day 
in which the honest debtor is not taken into eus- 
tody. Ourcity prisons are never empty, and often 
crowded ; and this calamity is increased by the 
reflection, that it is confined principally to the la- 

boring ‘poor, and those who, by some honest call- 
‘ing, have ~ agent themselves and enriched their 
country. The cases of imprisonment are more 
rare in the country. But, even there, they fre- 
quently occur. When we ‘behold the lion in nis | 
iron cage, surrounded-by admiring spectators ; 

when we see the leopard chained to the pilla 
reason justifies the salutary restraint, and no in- 





quiries are made into the causes of ‘the confine- rights, that the 
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for the Constitution which should owe ey 
bosom, is weakened. It is this degrading systen 
which demoralizes the honest man, and prepare; 
the desperate debtor for treason, stratagem, anj 
war. 

If your system had deprived him of property 
only, he would have survived the wreck of tnis. 
fortune ; but you not only deprive him of his prop: 
erty, you also make him a bankrupt in credit, jy 
reputation, andin happiness. Noman can be free 
whose personal liberty, whose personal independ. 
ence, can, fora moment, be disposed of at the 
will of another. So long as that shall be the case, 
it is in vain to talk of liberty; for you destroy jy 
the citizen that devotion to freedom which j inspired 
that virtuous Roman, who declared, that “a day 
an hour of virtuous liberty, was worth a whol 
eternity of bondage.” It was a sentiment which 
gave power to Rome. It isa demonstration of 
the moral power of that community. It was in. 
en by devotion to liberty, and is worthy the 

aracter of an American citizen. It is a feeling 
that ought to be cherished by every independent 
nation. The preservation of personal independ- 
ence, is not incompatible with the most sacred re- 
gard for for the right of property. Every wise 
and just Government will preserve the one and 
theother. We contend only for equality of rights. 
We do not expect to preserve an equality of 
worldly honors and riches. These are the result 
of moral and mental endowments. Ip. no age or 
nation do we find men endowed with equal talents, 
capacity, fortitude, industry, and acquirements. 
The result of this is the inequality of property and 
fame ; and as it arises from the gift of Heaven, 
and our own exertions, no Government can 
wisely or justly arrest our career, or disturb the 
fruition of our labors. It is our imperious duty, 
while we guard these natural advantages, to be 
| careful how we give, by artificial _ Stimulants, 



















































































another. It isu 


n this great ae of ‘qual 
eclaration of Independence and 


When we behold the midnight incendiary, | the Constitution of the United States are based. 


the highway robber, or the assassin, in the custody | They denounce privileged orders—they denounce 


of your law, humanity acquiesces in the justice of | private monopolies. 


the measure. 


It is the reverse of this 


But when we behold the honest | system which has been the prolific fountain of so 


debtor, who has been unfortunate, carried through | much ealamity to other nations, and which has 
your streets by an executive officer, as a felon, | eee the wreck of so much human happiness. 


and consigned to the jailer, his wife and his chil- 
dren walking beside him, with melancholy aspect, 
and willing to share his fate, rather than to be | 
separated from him, reason revolts, humanity drops | 
a tear upon our fallen condition, and the tender | 
heart bleeds at the sad spectacle. The feeling of | 
indignation becomes universal, and your laws are | 
pronounced cruel and barbarous. The debtor be- | 
comes the slave of the creditor, not to perform | 
manual labor in discharge of the debt, but doomed 
to idleness ina loathsome jail, erected by contribu- | 
tions upon the people, for the confinement of crim- | 
inals. Deprived of locomotion—denied of the | 
comforts which fall to the lot of the most indigent, | 
his only work is to notch down the days of his ¢ cap- | 
tivity, like the unfortunate prisoner represented by 
Sterne in such glowing colors. That veneration 


the most perfect state of society, this world is 
little more than a house of mourning; and it is 
our high duty to alleviate the distresses of our own 
people—to smoothe the rugged path of life—to 
turn the sorrows of the untorennnee into joy, and 
to dissipate the clouds of adversity. 

Upon a careful examination of the operations of 
this tremendous power over personal liberty, I can 
see nothing to justify it. I can see no salutary 
effect to excuse this great departure from our free 
institutions. Society is not enriched, because the 
victim is deprived of useful em loyment. It does 
not extort from the fraudulent his ill-gotten treas- 
ure, because he has already put it “beyond the 
reach of his creditor. It does not benefit the 


creditor, because, without this rigor, the honest 
debtor will surrender his property. But touch not 





cle uttet 
tions. 
thority ¢ 
these P* 
under d 
Wee 
disfran¢ 
burn nc 
we are 
erful i 
where 
happia 
of regr 
freema 
ted St 
tunate 
and ty 
proves 
that i 
dom 
indivi 
tion, @ 
potisn 
down 
Genti 
the 8 
his si 
with 
and 
we 
a : 
into 
it no 
the 
mor 
relie 
chil 
mee 
am} 
to. 





1l¢ 
823 


—— 
Very 
Stem 
ares 

and 


erty 
Mis- 
rOp- 
, m 
free 
nd- 
the 
Ase 
rin 
red 
ay, 
ol 


ich 


117 
January, 1823. 


jent custom, is the language of some. 
_ sens language was held jaune the Revolu- 


® tionary conflict in relation to kingly —— 


it was consecrated by ages. rants and 
despots had verned the ecole iin -cele lan- 
might be held in relation to the holy in- 
yisition, Which has existed for centuries past. 
he same a is applicable to the Union of 
Church and State, which had existed from the 
darkest ages of antiquity, when the Delphic Ora- 
cle uttered its responses to the surrounding na- 
tions. Notwithstanding this appeal to the au- 
thority of antiquity, there is a total revolution in 
these particulars except upon the subject now 
under discussion. 

We carry no religious heretics to the stake; we 
disfranchise no citizen for his religious tenets—we 
burn no witches, although we read of them—yet 
we are happy in the conviction that we are as pow- 
erful in tolerating, in all cases, error of opinion 
where reason is left free to combat it. I have the 
happiness to believe that we should have no cause 
of regret, if from this day to the end of time no 
freeman could be imprisoned for debt in the Uni- 
ted States of America. The human mind unfor- 
tunately is inclined to superstition, fanaticism, 
and tyranny. The early history of this country 
proves the fact; and happy for the human race 
that che general diffusion of knowledge, the free- 
dom we enjoy, and the protection given to each 
individual generally, stays the hand of persecu- 
tion, and deprives of its terrors the spirit of des- 
potism. en the Saviour of men came to break 
down the partition wall between the Jew and the 
Gentile, he was reproached with having violated 
the Sabbath, when he restored the blind man to 
his sight, when he gave life and strength to the 
withered hand, when he cured the infirm female, 
and when the palsied limbs were restored by the 
powers of his word; but he rebuked his accusers, 
and told them, if their oxen or sheep were to fall 
intoa pit on the Sabbath day, they would think 
itno crime to lift them out. There is no part of 
the character of our Saviour more lovely and 
more worthy of imitation than that in which he 
relieved the poor in distress and affliction, the 
children of misfortune. If we who advocate this 
measure believe that we have this memorable ex- 
ample before us for our imitation in giving relief 
to unfortunate debtors, I hope we may not be 
stigmatized with an attempt to lessen the legiti- 
mate fund of the creditor, but to prevent Shylock 
from taking his pound of flesh, when, by una- 
voidable accident, the demand could not be punc- 
tually discharged. 

_Itis a fact notorious in the history of all na- 
tions, that the arbitrary and uncontrolled power 
which has been vested in the creditor has con- 
Vulsed to its centre almost every community ; and 
that all nations have been compelled to resort to 
harsh and temporary expedients, or to adopt some 
permanent system of relief, to save them from 
revolution and civil war; thus performing the 
salutary operation of the safety-valve in regulating 
the tremendous power of steam. The Jews had 
their jubilee, which restored to every man his in- 
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heritance; and the release, which existed every 
seven years, when the captive debtor who had 
been sold into bondage was restored to his liberty. 
At Athens, Draco’s code of laws contained no 
permanent system. of relief. The criminal and 
civil code were alike rigid and severe. The con- 
sequences were fatal to the repose of that people. 
The Republic was involved in the most alarming 
commotions. The harmony of society was to- 
tally destroyed, and revolution was threatened. 
The debtors convened in various parts, and de- 
termined by solemn resolutions to elect a militar 
chieftain to lead them on to their purpose, whic 
was to obtain a new division of property—to put 
to death their creditors, and to new model the 
Government. The creditors had exercised to the 
full extent the powers which the law had granted 
for the collection of their demands; the insolvent 
debtor was reduced to absolute slavery, doomed to 
the most servile employment, put to the draught 
like beasts of burden, in the cultivation of their 
farms. The sons and daughters of the debtor 
were sent to foreign countries, and sold into slave- 
ry. In this crisis, it was doubtful who was most 
powerful and likely to prevail, the rich creditors 
with those who managed their farms and worked 
the mines of Attica, or the debtors, with those 
who espoused their cause. In this situation, it 
Was unanimously agreed upon to have recourse 
to an amicable settlement of the difference; and 
Solon, a man of distinguished talents, virtue, and 
integrity, was unanimously elected. It is very 
evident, from the history of Greece at this mo- 
ment, that the power of the creditor over the debtor 
was the chief cause of this alarming condition of 
the Commonwealth. The very first act of So- 
lon’s administration was to abolish existing debts, 
and totally to destroy the power of the creditor 
over the body of his debtor. But he refused to 
make a new division of property; and every in- 
dividual was made secure in the enjoyment of his 
possessions. Both parties submitted to these meas- 
ures; and thus, by this harsh measure, Solon 
saved the Republic. A permanent system of jus- 
tice confining the remedy against the property of 
the debtor would have saved the historian the 
trouble of recording these melancholy scenes. 

In Rome we have the same example. We will 
pass over the history of that mighty nation, until 
we come to the expulsion of Tarquin the Proud, 
when a republic was substituted for kingly gov- 
ernment. It was after this period, and in the best 
days of Roman liberty, that the law of the twelve 
tables existed, containing a system of cruelty, rel- 
ative to debts, which is a blot upon the human 
character. After judgment was obtained, the 
debtor was allowed thirty days of grace ; he was 
then committed to the custody of his creditor ; he 
was loaded with chains, not to exceed fifteen 
pounds weight. In this condition it was his priv- 
ilege to be exposed three times in the market 
place, to ascertain if his friends or countrymen 
would relieve him. If no friendly hand extended 
relief, at the end of sixty days the debt was dis- 
charged with the loss. of life or liberty. For, be 
it remembered, if two or more creditors were so 
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unfeeling, they had the right to divide the body 
of the debtor, or to sell him into foreign slavery 
beyond the Tiber. Thiscruel proceeding was not 
confined to the worthless vagrant, the idle and 
dissipated, but it embraced, and actually operated 
upon, the brave defenders of Roman liberty— 
those who had bravely faced the foe in danger, 
had repelled the foreign invader, and carried about 
them the honorable scars of their gallantry. This 
arbitrary power, so barbarously exercised, pro- 
duced the most dangerous convulsions and alarm- 
ing disaffection in the Roman Commonwealth. 
The ruin which threatened the very existence of 
that Government was so great that they resorted 
to the extraordinary expedient of appointing a 
dictator, who was clothed with absolute power and 
dominion. The army refused to meet the foes of 
their country, and the people, en masse, refused to 
volunteer their services to repel even invasion 
while they saw a Roman citizen scourged by a 
merciless creditor, and his body bleeding from the 
severity of the punishment. The tribunitial power 
in Rome had the sanie origin; it was the off- 
spring of the despotic power which was vested in 
the creditor. The people demanded these officers, 
with power to protect their personal independence. | ameliorated in every other respect by the light of 
If Rome had confined the power of the creditor | civilization. The relaxation of this barbarous 
to the property of the debtor, these civil wars and | system, in the present age of reason and philoso- 
disorders never would have existed. Yet, not- phy, is urged as an argument to sustain the totter- 
withstanding the light of history, and the warning | ing fabric, and to prolong its existence. When 
voice of experience, we shut our eyes, and refuse | Mary, the sanguinary queen of England, deprived 
to profit by them. This savage custom existed in | her unfortunate subjectsof the rights of conscience, 
“Rome until it produced a reaction in favor of the | and consigned them to the devouring flames as 
debtor. One extreme is frequently productive of | heretics, many of whom were distinguished for 
its opposite ; for, when the Christian emperors as- | true piety—Cranmer, Ridley, and Rogers—what 
cended the throne of the Cesars, they established | should we think of that argument which would 
a code by which the debtor was released forever | seek to deny the perfect right of conscience, be- 
from the discharge of his debts, provided he would | cause, instead of the fire and fagot, the exercise 
take an oath that he had not property sufficient | of that inestimable privilege would only be at- 
to discharge all. It was now no longer lawful to | tended with political, disfranchisement or corpo- 
sell the debtor for the discharge of his debts.|real punishment? With due deference to the 
Christianity triumphed over Paganism, and the | opinions of others, to me it appears the argument 
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rty are exempt from existing demands aga; 

ioe is confined to the mapaetile class T a 
community. And, while thousands are doome; 
to perpetual imprisonment in that island, whic) 
in many respects, may boast of its liberty, the pa. 
tial relief given to that nation, by this system of 
bankruptcy, operates as the safety valve, ‘and, to. 
gether with the strong arm of Government, re 
vents disorders and convulsions like those recorded 
in Roman history. Whenever the body is takep 
in Great Britain, under the ca. sa., it is considerej 
as the legal extinguishment of the debt; and the 
only satisfaction which the creditor can enjoy, is 
the perpetual confinemeat of the prisoner, unless 
there be a voluntary payment of the demand. This 
identical system has been adopted in every State 
in the Union, with some modification, embracing 
a relaxation of the system, so far as to give to the 
party the benefits of insolvent laws, upon condi- 
tions more or less degrading and severe, according 
to the policy of the respective States. This isa 
concise history of the origin, progress, and present 
state of this abominable system. It originated in 
ages of barbarism, and its cruelty has been refined 
by avarice, while the condition of man has been 


recepts of the Gospel forbade the infamous traffic. 
hen the creditor lost this power to reduce the 
debtor to bondage, avarice quickened into life a 
thousand projects to gain an equivalent ; and, un- 
fortunately for mankind, wealth triumphed over 
poverty. By theconnivance of the courts, and by 
the stratagems of creditors, debtors were first held 
to bail upon presumption of fraud without proof; 
and the plan was consummated by granting the 
ca, sa. after judgment, in virtue of which the body 
was confined to close jail, and doomed to perpet- 
ual imprisonment.+ This was the substitute for 
the power of selling the debtor and his family into 
slavery. 
In Great Britain, from whence we have drawn 
much of our jurisprudence, this system is still in 
operation, without the relaxation of insolvent !aws, 
except in debts of small amount; and, in that case, 
the party has the benefit of an insolvent law, pro- 
vided his creditors do not resolve upon his soil: 
ment, at their own expense. 
It must not be omitted here, that the system of 
bankruptcy established in Great Britain, by which 
both the body and the future acquisitions of the 


would be as rational as for any gentleman to con- 
tend for the present system of imprisonment, in 
consequence of its relaxation. If the relaxation of 
the system proves any thing, it is the impolicy 
and injustice of the principles it contains, and 
furnishes a strong argument for its total abolition. 
Every change in the system, which has lessened 
the inhumanity and injustice of the measure, is a 
demonstration that the sentiment of mankind, in 
the progress of civilization, is in favor of its en- 
tire annihilation. 

Governor Plumer, of New Hampshire, Governor 
Robertson, of Louisiana, Governor Adair, of Ken- 
tucky, and Governor Wilson, of South Carolina, 
have all recommended to their respective States 
to abolish imprisonment for debt ; and, in the bold 
and patriotic language of distinguished freemen, 
have denounced the practice as sanguinary and as 
a foul blot upon our national character. In many 
parts of New England, the prison bounds are ex- 
tended to the limits of the township or county 1n 
which the prison is located. The Legislative 


Council of Michigan have extended the jail limits 
to the bounds of the county. Kentucky has to- 
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tally abolished the system. I understand that | measure will go on, and the final result cannot be 
: nd North Carolina have done thesame. | doubtful. I will not indulge a doubt, for one soli- 
Io France, which contains 30,000,000 of inhabi- | tary moment, that a great majority of the Senate 
tants, imprisonment for debt has been abolished ; | will yield an unqualified approbation to the prin- 
and we have it from undoubted authority, that it | ciple of this bill. Although a great diversity of 
has produced the most salutary effect upon the | sentiment might exist in regard to the limitations 
rosperity of that nation. This odious system | and conditions apon which it shall pass, I will not 
was abolished by the Napoleon Code; yet our | anticipate insuperable difficulties in relation to 
imaginations are haunted with the dreadful con-| the details. Tie principle is sacred; and it will 

uences of its abandonment. - Destroy this sys- | not be satisfactory to the nation to be told that 
tem, and the pound of flesh cannot be demanded. | we lack knowledge, and wisdom, and experience, 
We are taught to believe it more difficult for a | to put it into effective operation. In adopting a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for | measure so important to the liberty and happiness 
arich man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. | of the United States, the friends of the measure 
It is a melancholy truth; for when our Saviour | should prepare themselves to sacrifice individual 
EM Sigee taadition be eronld- call hin| ce enlting, ona: ieen'phalansyall-chooncborans 

nal life, upon condition he would se 
adie estate ec give it to the poor, he declined | willing to support the measure. The best course 
the offer, and retired with a sorrowful heart. Un- | to produce this result is a free investigation of the 
fortunately for the ne race, oe too — — - tent . to its armenia ieee 
an estimate upon worldly acquisitions; and we would submit a few remarks as - 
are onmindfal of that reward which is offered to ety of its retrospective operation. Our first duty 
the benevolent heart, when all nations shall be | is to provide for present distress. We are taught, 
gathered together; when the Son of Man shall | by high a eae that sufficient unto 
come in all his glory, and the holy angels with | the day is the evil thereof; and, in comparison 
him, the Saienon will be—Come be blessed of| with this great duty of providing for present ne- 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you | cessity, to let the morrow provide for itself. But, 
from the foundation of the world sete I ~ an | if we = provide hom ee ae — 
aa aaels ime ange saan soe - call inabeatiaien “double duty, and we 
and ye gave : sas ‘OW, s 
edias to ; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, | shall receive a double reward—the blessing and 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came | gratitude of the present generation, and the plau- 
unto me. I will forbear to repeat the denuncia- | dits of “ well done,” from millions yet unborn, be- 
tion against those who refused these charities of | sides the pleasure arising from the approbation of 
life, nor dwell upon the doom of that servant who | a good conscience. The right of applying a 
had been forgiven a debt of 10,000 talents, but the | principle to existing contracts is not denied. It 
same day met his fellow servant and demanded | has been settled by the highest judicial tribunal 
- os me i oer pay, caught | = = er = mee er rps 
tim by the throat and cast him into prison. | Uni ates. s , tl 

We flatter ourselves that honorable men will | lease the body of the debtor, in all cases, is a meas- 
not use this ae oo oe purposes . ure Men ee ped ene ee 
oppression. e are unmindful of the power of | no relation to or S 
a d upon the human mind, when we sales con- | contracts ; and, consequently, cannot impair their 
solation from this delusive hope. Every traitor to | obligation. Congress possesses not only the right 
his country is reduced from his allegiance by the | to release the body, but the future acquisitions of 
love of money. Ambition may swell his bosom ; | the party from existing demands, by the exercise 
the love of power may mislead his judgment; he | of a positive grant of power to adopt an uniform 
knows that wealth is the consequence of power; | system of bankruptcy ; but I do not propose b 
and the enjoyments which he seeks may be pur- this bill to lessen the property fund upon whic 
chased with this wealth. Judas Iscariot is repre- | contracts rest for their fulfilment. cea 
sented to have betrayed his Lord and Master from | Policy and justice would declare this inexpe- 
the influence of thirty pieces of silver. It was the | dient, as a permanent system ; for property and 
love of money that corrupted the heart of Bene- | confidence in the integrity of the contracting par- 
dict Arnold, and induced him to turn his arms | ties, constitute the ee and ao of 
against the bosom of his own country. These | pecuniary or personal obligation; and the man 
facts prove the danger of vesting too aaah power whe would enter into executory contracts under 
where the object is the accumulation of wealth. | the expectation that he would have to resort to the 
The rich have generally governed the poor, and | imprisonment of an honest debtor in case of fail- 
ra selina have controlled the destinies of the | ure, deserves to lose — debt. es i 
unfortunate. | Although an unfortunate but honest debtor, 

The improvement of the human mind is slow | after imprisonment, is legally bound to his credit- 
but certain in its progress. We are more inclined | or; yet it is my opinion that, in — and in 
to bear with evils, when sufferable, than to seek | conscience, he is absolved from the obligation, 
redress by modifications of ancient customs; but | where his personal independence has been violated, 
this is the age of investigation. The time has | without the imputation of fraud or collusion. 
come when the inquiry into the propriety of this! No contract can divest the sovereignty of a 
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State of its —_ of modifying and a 
remedies in the administration of justice. An 
every wise nation will adapt them to the condi- 
tion and circumstances of the country. The 
proposition to make the measure prospective as- 
sumes the ground of immutability in the laws; 
and yet no proposition is more clear than the 
propriety of their mutability. It is much to be 
regretted that our prejudices are so inveterate, 
that even persona) liberty too frequently kicks the 
beam, when property is put in the opposite scale. 
Naaman, the Syrian military chieftain, felt his 
bosom swel! with gratitude towards the prophet 
Elisha, when he found himself cured of the lep- 
rosy, by following his advice, in washing three 
times in Jordan’s stream. In his wonderful res- 
toration, he also acknowledged that the God of 
Israel alone was worthy of adoration, and entered 
into a solemn declaration, that henceforth he 
would look to him as the only being that regulated 
and sustained the universe; but it was his request 
that there should be this exception, that when he 
entered with his royal master into the house of 
Rimmon, he might be permitted to bow to this 
idol, according to the custom of the Syrians. We 
are taught, likewise, by high authority, to give up 
prejudices in the following language, “ If thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it off ; if thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out.” Time will disclose the fact 
whether we can rise superior to this unmerciful 
system, which dooms the debtor to prison. 

Bat it may be emphatically inquired, why this 
subject, to which so much importance has been 
given at this session, has been neglected by our 
predecessors? There is a time forall things, and 
the history of this Republic furnishes an answer 
for this apparent omission. The war of the Rev- 
olution presents the first crisis in which this nation 
has been involved. The object was no less than 
a contest for self-government. We were engaged 
with a most powerful enemy, superior in numbers, 
in riches, and the means of conquest. We had 
also to encounter the dreadful consequences of 
civil war. We fought and we conquered. Atthe 
close of the Revolution, we fondly expected 
tranquillity and peace, but we were disappointed’ 
in that expectation. It was now discovered that 
our strength had been consolidated, and our Union 
preserved by a moral power, which never forsakes 
acommunity devoted to liberty ; and not by the 
Articles of Confederation. Notwithstanding the 
monuments of our victories and our glory, which 
were erected throughout our extended country, 
from Bunker’s Hill in the North, to the Eutaw 
Springs in the South, we found the written bond 
of our Union weakened, and compared to a rope 
of sand. This consideration turned the thoughts 
of the nation to a new constitution, which should 
cure the defects of the Articles of Confederation. 
This state of things involved us in a second crisis 
which demanded the undivided attention of the 
nation. Our present form of government was the 
result. The organization of the various depart- 
ments under this new constitution, equally en- 
grossed public attention. We had tought for in- 
dependence and had obtained it; yet the question 


seemed to be pending, whether we could preserye 
that freedom in the form of a written constitutio, 

by which all power was acknowledged to be i, 
the hands of the people. Before we had calm) 

settled down, upon what we conceived to be the 
legitimate principles of this new form of union, 
we were involved in a quasi war with France. 
and we were agitated by the angry and vindictiy, 
animosities of owe We were again amused 
with the prospect of harmony at home and peace 
with all nations, when suddenly our political hor. 
izon was obscured by foreign convulsions; and 
we were involved in a contest of commercial ro. 
strictions with the belligerent Powers of Euro 
which terminated in a war with Great Britaiy, 
Through Divine Providence we sustained oy 
cause, and victory crowned our efforts. A second 
time we fought a good fight and finished our 
course with joy. 

During these interesting periods, it could not be 
expected that this subject should have engaged 
attention. Since the memorable period of the late 
war, we have been wisely and beneficially em- 
ployed in bringing down the war to a permanent 
peace establishment. 

Having finished this = work, we have per- 
fect leisure to attend to the interior administration 
of our concerns. 

Distracted by no party—blessed with peace and 
tranquillity—now is the accepted time to call the 
attention of the nation to the crying evil of impris- 
onment for debt. 

From the remotest period of antiquity, to the 
present day, there never was a time when so many 
individuals were exerting themselves to improve 
the intellectual and mabiel eeadition ofman. The 
good and the virtuous, throughout Christendom, 
are employing all their energies ; and Christians, 
of every denomination, are united in the mighty 
effort. Benevolent societies are established in every 
region of the civilized world. The deaf and the 
dumb, the male and female orphan, the pagan and 
the savage, are all embraced in those moral exer- 
tions. Missionaries of our holy religion are pene- 
trating every country. Burmah and Hindostan 
are receiving lessons of Christian morality, and the 
worshippers of Juggernaut are learning the know!- 
edgeof the trueGod. Jerusalem isagain becoming 
the field of gospel labor. Divine _ begins to 
beam on Persia, where the sun has 
idol of their devotion. The savages of our own 
country are recipients of the same benevolent ef- 
forts, and the wilderness of America begins to 
wear the aspect of gladness. It is not expected 
that we, as a Government, should become mem- 
bers of these societies and make appropriations of 
money to carry on their designs; but, while we 
Witness these interesting scenes, which, on every 
hand, are calculated to rejoice the heart of the 
philanthropist, it is our duty, and I trust we shall 
find it our pleasure to remove every obstacle to 
the happiness of the human race, and to take from 
the hand of tyranny the rod of oppression. 

These United States present a sublime spectacle 
to the universe, in the annual convocation of the 
people, by their Representatives in the Congress 
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aa asa an dane eee 
of the nation, and in the Assemblies of the States, ' and Nineveh, in the ruins of Balbee and Palmyra, 
to legislate both for the present and for future gen- and in the obelisks and pyramids of Egypt. 
erations. We should give an example to the! For these principles the South Americans are 
world worthy of our character, that may profit | braving the field of danger—the modern Greeks 
foreign States and distant ages. Posterity will | are emulating the deeds of their ancestors—the 
revise our acts, and pronounce upon them an im- | Neapolitans have made a fruitless effort to estab- 
ial sentence of reprobation or applause, as their | lish them; and Spain, for their restoration, has 
character shall merit; and I venture the predic- | proclaimed a new constitution. _ For these princi- 
tion, that the next generation, in reviewing the | les alone I contend, conscious that their existence 
transactions of this day, will be astonished to | 1s peculiarly dear to every American, and in the 
learn that this ap of barbarism was so long | confident hope that the wisdom and justice of this 
suffered to remain a biot upon the enlightened age | nation will establish them upon a basis, permanent 
in which their fathers lived. | as the everlasting mountains, and without revolu- 
We read, with deep interest, the annual Execu- | tion or convulsion. 
tive communications, and exult in the contempla-| When Mr. J. had concluded— 
tion that there is a general coincidence of senti-| Mr. Houmes, of Maine, offered an amendment 
ment and concurrence of action throughout the | to the details of the bill, and some explanatory re- 
nation to increase the happiness of man. Nothing | marks. 
escapes the vigilance of those who are the ap-| Mr. Mitus added some remarks to those he be- 
pointed guardians of public liberty and political | fore submitted, principally on the details which it 


prosperity. Commerce and manufactures, agri- 
culture and internal improvement, education and | 
moral refinement, all occupy the attention of the | 
first statesmen ; and now the denunciation of this | 
unmerciful practice, imprisonment for debt, finds 
its way into executive recommendations and le- | 
gislative discussions ; and as certain as that moral | 
light is irresistible, so sure is the rapid approach | 
of that day, when personal liberty, sacred tu every | 
American bosom, shall be held paramount to 
every pecuniary obligation, and no longer made | 
the sport of misfortune and the prey of despotism. 





For this love of liberty, a principle inherent in | 


was proposed to give to the bill. 

Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, submitted, prett 
mueh at large, his views of the bill—the gene 
principle of which he decidedly advocated—and 


, concluded by offering a substitute, which would 


provide guards that he deemed necessary; and 
which would, he argued, supply all the benefit that 
could be provided by bankrupt and insolvent laws, 
united, while it would avoid the delay and other 
objections to which those laws were liable. 

Mr. Eaton admitted the correctness of the prin- 
ciple of the bill, in the abstract; but argued to 
show that so vital an innovation in the principles, 


man, the savage still adheres to his wandering | the structure, and system of the common law, 


life, and spurns the proposition for civilization, 
because, in his view, prisons mark its bounds. It 


is for this liberty that we have fought and bled, | 


and while the bosom of the patriot swells with ar- | wu 
Phe is protected from | which he should support, if it could be so guarded 


dor for that country in whic 


would produce more mischief than it would 
remedy or avert—that it would offer impunity to 
fraud, &c. 

Mr. Macon advocated the object of the bill, 


violence, and secured in the enjoyment of his in- | as to relieve the honest debtors without affording 
alienable rights, liberty is the charm whieh binds | facilities to the knave, to defraud his creditor. He 
him to its destinies. For the preservation of those | maintained that creditors have rights entitled to 
blessings, power is imparted to the Government; | protection, as well as debtors, and these he would 
and when we consume the midnight oil, and bring | not impair further than to exempt from imprison- 
to view in public counsel the result of our re- | ment those who honestly surrendered their prop- 
searches, the grand object of all is to secure the | erty to Ry their debts. 

weak from the encroachments of the strong,and| Mr. Tatsor zealously supported the general 
to extend to all the blessings of equal rights and | principle of the bill; stated his objections to the 


equal privileges. 

For what. has mankind been struggling since 
the usurpation of Nimrod? For the restoration 
of violated rights; for liberty of speech, liberty of 
conscience, and the power of locomotion; to res- 
cue innocenee from punishment, and to guard the 
poor from the oppression of the wealthy. But 
these sacred. principles are abandoned in the per- 
son of the debtor, so long as he is subject to 
imprisonment at the arbitrary discretion of his 
creditor. 

For these sound principles, the ancient Greeks 
fought at Marathon and Thermopylae. For these 
the celebrated nations of antiquity were in fre- 
quent convulsions; but the monuments of their 
glory remain only in the pages of history, while 
we behold, with melancholy contemplation, the 
marks of their oppression in the walls of Babylon 


| amendments which had been submitted by Messrs. 


Van Buren and Taytor, and offered an amend- 
ment himself, (embracing several sections,) the 
object and effect of which he explained fully. 
The bill was then, on motion of Mr. Barsour,) 
(who wished an opportunity to offer some remarks 
on it,) postponed until to-morrow, and the amend- 
ments offered to-day were ordered to be printed. 





Tuurspay, January 16. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
appropriations for erecting fortifications on St. Mary’s 
river, within the mouth of Potomac, and on a point 

| within the mouth of Patuxent. 
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On motion, by Mr. Nose, the Committee on 
Pensions, to which were referred the petition of 
Winthrop Robinson; the petition of John Low; 
the petition of John Welsh; the petition of Eze- 
kiel P. Beldon; the petition of Frederick Pearl; 
the petition of George Byers; and the petition of 
Thomas Haly; were discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, respectively. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the resolution instructing them 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
final settlement of the militia claims of the State 
of Georgia, fur services rendered, under orders of 
the President of the United States, during the 
years 1792, 93, and 94; and, on motion, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act in addition to the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act for the prompt settlement of public 
accounts,’ and for the punishment of the crime of 
perjury ;” in which bill they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The Senate resumed the consideration, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, of the bill to abolish impris- 
onment for debt, and the amendments offered 
thereto. 

Mr. Mixts, of Massachusetts, rose, and entered 
at large into the questions presented by the sub- 
ject—submitting the reasons why he could not 
go, and arguments against going, to the extent 
proposed by the bill; the difficulties which would 
arise in the practical operation of so broad a 
measure, the embarrassments in which it would 
involve our established and nicely adjusted system 
of garia rudence, &c. 

r. Barsour, of Virginia, took the opposite 
ground, and, in a speech of more than an hour’s 
ength, strenuously maintained the justice and ex- 
lency of the proposed measure, in its greatest 
atitude, so far at least as regards the ordinary 
class of debtors, but excepting all those who be- 
come debtors by any of the various ways which 
constitute breaches of trust; which latter he look- 
ed upon as criminals, deserving punishment, rather 
than as unfortunates entitled to commiseration. 
Of the substitutes offered to the bill, he preferred 
that proposed by Mr. Van Buren, except its fea- 
ture of prospective application, which he objected 
to, and maintained the justice of making the bill 

applicable to all debts, past and to come. 
hen Mr. B. concluded, the bill was postponed 

to to-morrow, and the Senate adjourned. 





Fripvay, January 17. 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill to enable 
the holders of French, British, and Spanish titles 
to land in Louisiana, to try the validity thereof, 
reported the same with sundry amendments. 


——— 


made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
James Morrison ; and the report being read, was 
on motion, recommitted, for the purpose of mak. 
ing a selection of the various papers connectej 
with the claim, to be printed. 

Mr. Ruacies submitted a resolution, directin 
an inquiry into the expediency of paying the clain 
of David Cooper, of Michigan, for property con. 
verted to public uses. 

Mr. Ruaewes, from the Committee of Claims 
reported a bill for the relief of the representative; 
of James McClung; which was read. 

Mr. Finp.ay presented the petition of Joseph 
S. Macpherson, a master commandant in the 
Navy of the United States, praying the passage of 
a law authorizing the equitable settlement of his 
accounts, for reasons stated in the petition ; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Eaton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to amend an act, entitled 
“An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land 
in the Territory of Florida,” approved the 8th of 
May, 1822. The bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of repairing the mail road from New Orleans 
to Nashville, and of establishing ferries at the water 
courses on the route, or of making bridges over them, 
so as to facilitate the conveyance of the mails to and 
from New Orleans; and, also, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of repairing the national road commencing 
at Madisonville, in the State of Louisiana, and termi- 
nating at Florence, on the Tennessee river ; and into 
the propriety of providing for the conveyance of the 
mails, on the said route, in covered carriages. 


The bill brought up yesterday from the House 
of Representatives, for concurrence, was twice 
read, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Willcox was read the second time. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UniTeED Srates: 


To the Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate : 

The Convention concluded and signed at St. Peters- 
burg, on the 12th day of July last, under the medis- 
tion of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, having been ratified by the three Powers, 
parties thereto, and the ratifications of the sume hav- 
ing been duly exchanged, copies of it are now commu- 
nicated to Congress, to the end that the measures for 
carrying it, on the part of the United States, into ex- 
ecution, nay obtain the co-operation of the Legisla- 
ture, necessary to the accomplishment of some of its 
provisions. A translation is subjoined of three ex- 
planatory documents, in the French language, refer- 
red to in the fourth article of the Convention, and an- 
nexed to it. The agreement executed at the exchange 


| of the ratifications, is likewise communicated. 


JAMES MONROE. 
Wasuineron, 16th January, 1823. 


r. Barton, from the Committee of Claims, | The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Smits, 
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of Maryland, directing an inquiry into the expe-| defended with much earnestness. He reviewed 
diency of making appropriations for the erection | the different amendments offered, pointing out the 
of fortifications on St. Mary’s, a a mouth | wee of those ae the pry at 
of the ere and on a pointin the Patuxent, | biddipler and givin earn e aaa 
ing read ; ples s i 
Oe Smira stated to the Senate the advantages | substitute. When he had concluded, the bill was 
which would result, in time of war, to the com- | laid on the table, on the motion of Mr Van Dyke. 
merce of the Chesapeake, and to the navy, from| Adjourned to Monday. 
fortifications on the capes designated ; the security 
they would give to the extensive shores above, &e. M j Pr 
if ow a See; of Ge siren a hao Mr Lawten seeautieabtie uate of Lewis 
ord to the seat oO overnment, as noe Mr. 
could land on the Patuxent in less than twenty- | Dal Schweinctz, agent for the Society of the Uni- 
five miles below the position he suggested for a | ted Brethren, praying to be divested of a certain 
STEM a oi of those Ualowe atid’ a foe | on being compensated forthe inkpes vedsehediaungs 
rks wit e aid oO ose below and a fe 
ion frigates, he said, would give complete pro-| thereon. The memorial was read, and referred 
tection to the commerce of the bay and its waters, | to the Committee on Public Lands. 
the a of ae iaaate cig nat eaters - hv ry a Seen * 
thus protected, could not be interrupted by an s of the Unite es of 
oeait ve the bay. The fortifications at the mouth | December last, in relation to that subject, was re- 
of the bay, he said, could not alone protect it from | ferred to the same committee, to consider and 
the incursions of an enemy; it was necessary to | report thereon. 
ae heal suites td inte of Use forttbcatsoas | as Napier, and cihers, merchants of Cherlanene 
rom an ene s s ] ‘ s,m , 
he proposed, could make sail at night fall, and | praying that certain duties paid on the importa- 
before morning be out of reach of an enemy ; in pear gl ener oo St. Angsating, ser ite ceetton 
fact he knew of no fortifications in the country | to the United States, may be refunded. e me- 
which afford as valuable protection to the com- | — was read, and referred to the Committee 
merce as these would, which he now proposed. | on Finance. 
The resolution was agreed to. wie Mr. Soursarp presented the memorial and pe- 
| tition of Elijah Vansyckel, of Philadelphia, pray- 


| 
| 
| 
| 














IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. ing that the duties secured on the importation of 
The Senate then again went into Committee | sugars, which sugars were consumed by fire, may 
on the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. be remitted. Referred to the same committee, 


Mr.*Smirux, of South Carolina, rose,and ina{| Mr. Smrru, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
speech of considerable length opposed the bill in | mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
toto, and replied to its advocates. He vindicated | bill, entitled “An act to provide for the appoint- 
the principles and the wisdom of the common law, | ment of an additional judge for the Michigan 
and opposed any innovation upon it; contended | Territory, and for other purposes,” reported the 
that there was in this country no such thing, in | same, without amendment. 
reality, as imprisonment for debt, bat, if there was,| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
the States were competent to remedy the evil, if it | report of the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
was one; maintained that creditors had rights as | which was referred the resolution instructing them 
well as debtors, and that the latter, nine times in | to inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
ten, deserved no commiseration, as their want of | final settlement of the militia claims of the State 
principles or of prudence often inflicted on others | of Georgia, for services rendered, under the orders 
far more distress than they themselves suffered. of the President of the United States, during the 

Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, spoke a short time, on | years 1792, °3, and °4; and, on motion, by Mr. 
the practical effect and operation of the bill, and of |} Wittiams, of Tennessee, the further considera- 
the substitutes proposed—avowing himself favora- | tion thereof was postponed to, and made the order 
ble to the general principle, and suggesting such | of the day for, Thursday next. 
provisions as he thought would probably accom-| On motion of Mr. Wit.iams, of Tennessee, the 

lish it, so as to produce the most good with the | report of the Ordnance Department, which accom- 
fewest disadvantages; for he despaired of fram-| panied the Message from the President of the 
ing such a law as would exclude from its benefits | United States, of the 13th instant, transmitting 
the fraudulent, while it protected the liberty and | the information required by a resolution of the 
rights of the honest. Senate, touching the expediency of erecting a 

Mr. Van Buren delivered an argument of more | National Armory on the Western waters, was 
than an hour’s length, in support of the object of | ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
the bill. He laid down the principle that impris-| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
onment for debt, as practised in this country, is | motion of the 17th instant, in relation to the claim 
inoperative as a remedy, unnecessarily rigorous, | of David Cooper, and agreed thereto. 
unjust, and ought to be abolished, in regard to| The Presipenr communicated a letterfrom the 
debtors involving no fraud or breach of trust to| Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting statements 
the public or an individual, and this principle he| of the foreign commerce of the United States, 
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made in pursuance of the act of January 10, 1820 
which lentes was read. : 
Mr. Ruectes, from the Committee of Claim 
to which the subject was referred, reported a bil 
for the relief of Samuel F. Hooker. The bill was 
one and d to asecond reading. 

he bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of James McClung, deceased, was read the 
second time. 


The bill to amend an act, entitled “An act for 

ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida,” approved the 8th of May, 1822, 
was'read the second time. 
o Mr. Barton, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which was recommitted, with instructions, the 
report of the said committee on the petition of 
James Morrison of Kentucky, with the accompa- 
nying documents, reported the same, with a list of 
documents to be printed. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act concerning the disbursement 
of public money,” as amended in Committee of 
the Whole; and, on motion by Mr. Jounson, of 
Louisiana, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

t. Barton, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which the subject was referred, reported a bill for 
the'relief of Samuel Hodgdon. The bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. Van Buren, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
Samuel Buel, made a report, accompanied by a 
bill for the relief of Samuel Buel. The report and | 
bill were read, and the bill passed to a second 
reading. 


ROAD—NEW ORLEANS TO NASHVILLE. 


The Senate took up the following resolution 
greed by Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, on Friday 
ast : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of repairing the mail road from New Orleans to 
Nashville, and of establishing ferries at the water- 
courses on the route, or of making bridges over them, 
80 as to facilitate the conveyance of the mails to and 
from New Orleans ; and, also, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of repairing the national road commencing | 
at Madisonville, in the State of Louisiana, and termi- | 
nating at Florence, on the Tennessee river, and into | 
the propriety of providing for the conveyance of the | 
mail on the said route, in covered carriages. 


Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, said he had at the | 
last session introduced these propositions, but they ' 
were not finally acted on for the want of time ; | 
that, as the inconveniences complained of still 
existed, he deemed it his duty again to call up the | 
subjects, and to present them in a shape to be) 
acted on. It would be perceived, from the pres- | 
ent mode of conveying the mails from the city of 
New Orleans to this place, on horseback, through 
a wilderness of several hundred miles, between 
New Orleans and Nashville, over water-courses 
destitute of bridges or ferries, that they were con- 
stantly exposed to delays; and it is a fact, he 


be extended to them. 
diately repaired, the necessary bridges and ferries 
established, and the mails carried in covered cal- 
riages. The Postmaster General, with whom he 
had consulted, concurred with him in the expe- 





said, that, in consequence, the mails were oftey 
damaged, and, in some instances, entirely lost, |) 
short, the failure of the mails, on the route aj. 
luded to, were so frequent as to render the maj) 
establishment, to the State of Louisiana, almos 
useless. 

Mr. J, said that, in providing for the accom. 
plishment of the object suggested, the great Cop. 
stitutional question, which had ace so much 
interest as to the power of the National] Goverp. 
ment to appropriate the public money for the pur. 

se of internal improvement, is not invoiyed, 
That a considerable portion of the country, through 
which both these roads pass, belongs to the United 
States, and other portions of it are claimed by [n- 
dian tribes; consequently, the General Govern. 
ment can exercise exclusive jurisdiction over these 
subjects. It appears, by the acts of Congress, he 
said, that a number of roads were constructed by 
the United States, and under different adminis- 
trations, some of which are in the original States, 
and that the money expended in constructing them 
was paid out of the Treasury of the United States. 
There could be no doubt, therefore, as to the power 
of Congress to make the appropriations required 
in this instance, and to adopt such other steps as 
may be necessary to accomplish the objects he had 
in view. 

Mr. J. said, with respect to the great national 
road alluded to, he had, at the last session, ex- 
plained its bad condition, and suggested the pro- 
priety of repairing it. The troops of the United 
States had been employed for aconsiderable length 
of time, under the immediate command and direc- 
tion of General Jackson, in opening this road, and 
immense labor had been bestowed on it. He 
thought it not less important to the Western 
country than the Cumberland road; in a military 
point of view, it was calculated to be much more 
important; and, as a mail route, it would be of 
go utility. The distance from New Orleans to 

ashville by this road, is said to be about three 
hundred wile less than by the route now used 
for the conveyance of the mails. But it is now 
unfit for any purpose whatever, and is not used. 
Is it not the duty of the Government, he asked, 
after having accomplished this great work, so im- 
portant, in many respects, to the whole Western 
country, to adopt such steps as may be necessary 
to keep it in repair? It could be done at a small 
expense. In addition, however, to this expense, 
it was necessary, he thought, to obtain grants for 
small tracts of land at some of the water-courses 
on the route, for the purpose of establishing fer- 
ries thereon. 

Mr. J. concluded, by remarking that the revenue 
accruing to the United States from the post office 
at New Orleans is corsiderable, and that the peo- 
ple of Louisiana had a right to expect that the 
same advantages as are eapeyad y the other 
States, in regard to the mail establishment, will 
The road should be imme- 
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January, 1823. 
diency of adopting the measures proposed by his 


resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The Senate then resumed, in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to abolish im- 

isonment for debt. 

Mr. Sournarp, of New Jersey, rose, and, after 
some introductory remarks, offered a substitute for 
the original bill, which embraces a number of sec- 
tions. The following comprises the substance of 
the provisions : 

It provides that the process of the courts should 
remain as they now are, but whenever a capias ad 
r dum, or writ in the nature of it, in actions 
founded on debt or contract, was to be served by the 
marshal or other officer, and the defendant refused to 
give bail, he might be discharged, upon executing an 
assignment of all his property, with a schedule an- 
nexed, for the benefit of his creditors, to be returned 
by the officer with the writ; whereupon, appearance 
might be entered by or for the defendant, and the 
action proceed as usual. That the officer, under the 
direction of the court, should assign the property to 
some person, for the benefit of all the creditors, pro 
rata. That a notice of the assignment be published, 
and distribution made among the creditors who put in 
their claim. That a like assignment and schedule 
might be made when a capias ad satisfaciendum was 
te be served, and bond given for the defendant to ap- 


pear and answer, if required, interrogatories respecting | 


the fairness of the assignment, schedule, &c.; and if 
the creditor thought proper, he might file a declaration 
suggesting fraud, and have the fairness of the defen- 


dant inquired into by a jury; and if the matter was | 


found against the defendant, the ca. sa. might issue, 


and defendant never after have the benefit of the act. | 
That the assignment, &c., on the ca. sa. should inure | 


first to the benefit of the plaintiff in the suit; next, of 
other judgment creditors, and then of other creditors 
rateably. That courts of common law might grant 
writs of ne exeat in the same cases and under like 
regulations as courts of equity now do. 


Mr. Sournarp said he offered a new bill, by 
way of amendment, and proposed to explain its 
details, and compare them with the original bill, 
that the Senate might perceive the views which 
induced him to offer it, and his objections to the 
plans already submitted. He did not expect it 
would meet the approbation of a majority of the 
Senate, nor did he believe that any one which 
could be suggested would be free from difficulties, 
or be at this time adopted; but he yielded to the 
intimations, so often given in the debate, and 
added another to the number of propositions which 
were to be referred to the committee, and from 
which they would, if possible, select something 
which would be acceptable. Mr. S. read the 
amendment which he proposed, and added—this 
amendment is not founded on the notion that we 
are bound, always, to look to the relief of the 
debtor alone, and that there is a difference in the 
principles of moral honesty, by which the debtor 
and creditor are governed—the rights they possess, 
and the justice due to them in making and admin- 
istering the law. This isa radical error in all the 
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schemes which have been heretofore suggested, 
and in the truth and justice of which he could not 
acquiesce. All creditors are not unfeeling nor 
inhuman; nor all debtors, fair, honest, and wor- 
thy of compassion. Their principles and motives 
of action are the same, and common to human 
nature. If there be any difference, it is probably 
against debtors, and arises from the circumstance 
that they are suffering under misfortune, and that 
men are more frequently disposed to escape, by 
unfit means, from the pressure of calamity, than, 
when fortunate, to forget the duties of kindness 
and justice. The provisions of the law, however, 
should be general, and not referred to distinctions 
like these. 

The object of the original bill is to change the 
relative situation and rights of the creditor and 
debtor. What is the relation which they bear to 
each other? The creditor has loaned his money, 
sold his property, or rendered personal service to 
his debtor. For the possession and use of this 
money, goods, or service, the debtor owes an ade- 
quate compensation, and is bound to make it, by 
every principle of morality and justice. He can 
be excused only by absolute inability. If he re- 

| fuses, while he has the means, he is not innocent. 
| The want of means never can exist while he pos- 
| sesses property which can be devoted to the object; 
| and no law should intervene between him and the 
| just claim of his creditor, so long as the power to 
satisfy that claim lasts. On the contrary, the au- 
thority of society ought to compel him to discharge 
| it, by appropriating to that purpose what he pos- 
sesses. One great object in the formation of soci- 
ety is to insure the discharge of*the obligations 
| which one citizen owes to another. Upon these 
principles the amendment rests. It proposes to free 
the person of the debtor, when he has done what 
is within his power, and surrendered his property ; 
and it permits him to do this before he is impris- 
| oned, and thereby to avoid imprisonment. hen 
‘he has manifested a disposition to perform his 
duty, as far as his ability extends, he is to be re- 
‘lieved from the legal consequences of his situation. 
| When the creditor demands payment, and it is 
| refused, it becomes necessary to appeal to the tri- 
_ bunals which society has established for the settle- 
| ment of such controversies. The moral and legal 
| obligation of the debtor cannot be satisfied by a 
|mere denial, either of the justice of the claim or 
| the meansof payment. The denial must be tried, 
;and the aid of compulsory process, if necessary, 
afforded to compel a trial. The party should not 
| be permitted to evade justice by removing himself 
or his property beyond the reach of the court. He 
ought, by some mode, to be compelled to remain 
and answer; otherwise it is optional with him 
whether satisfaction be made, and his duty per- 
formed. If he be dishonest; if he be a bad citi- 
zen; if he do not feel and acknowledge the obli- 
gation of duty,—he will leave the jurisdiction of 
the court, avoid its authority, and render nugatory 
the pursuit of the claim. There are surely many 
men who would feel no compunction at this course; 
to whom a removal, with their property, although 
sufficient to discharge the debt, would neither 
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unpleasant nor burdensome. No creditor can ever 
recover from an unwilling debtor, so long as re- 
moval from one jurisdiction to another be permit- 
ted without restraint. Yet it is for the unwilling 
that the law is provided; on them it is always 
designed to act. 
e original bill, by abolishing the capias ad 

ondendum, and taking away the right to bail, 
leaves it at the option of the defendant whether he 
will answer or not, and will in practice make a 
recovery often impossible. If, for example, a suit 
be commenced in Maryland, before judgment and 
execution, the defendant may remove to Delaware, 
and there is no power to prevent it. Judgment 
and execution in Duiware will in like manner be 
evaded ; and this may be always done, even where 
the defendant has property. Such a result cannot 
be satisfactory to the honest part of the commu- 
nity. It would lead to effects upon the morals of 
society, and the confidence due to a well-organized 
Government, which are to be deprecated and avoid- 
ed. The proposed amendment does avoid these 
effects. It leaves the capias ad respondendum as it 
now exists. It keeps possession uf the body until 
the si is tried and the claim satisfied ; and, as 
the only sure and effectual means of compelling 
the performance of a positive duty, by requiring 
bail for his appearance, it secures him until that 
duty is performed. If it be objected that the great 
object of abolishing imprisonment may thus be 
defeated, and it be asked whether, to secure the 
appearance, the body should be imprisoned, the 
amendment answers, in some cases it is to be im- 
prisoned, and jugtly ; in othersitisnot. The party 
is not to be confined if he finds bail. If he has 
neither property to pay the debt, nor credit to find 
bail, he may still remain at liberty, if he do what 
is within his power—give up the property he has, 
whatever it may be. If his credit be gone—if his 
estate is insolvent—let him so declare, and secure 
his creditors, as far as he has the means, by an 
immediate assignment, not only of that which is 
tangible and may be reached by the common writs 
of execution, but of all that he possesses, and be 
thereupon discharged. And is there any thing 
harsh, unreasonable, or unjust,in this? If he can, 
he ought to give bail, and not avoid the discharge 
of the obligation which morality sustains and soci- 
ety ought to enforce. If he cannot give security, 
it must arise from a state of insolvency, both of 
property and credit, which demands that he should 
not be permitted to escape, and squander his means 
of payment. 

he difference between this amendment and the 
lans proposed by the honorable members from 

entucky, New York, and Virginia, will be at 
once perceived. Under them, the defendant can- 
not, in any case, be restrained or imprisoned. 
Under this, he can, unless he will secure his ap- 
pearance, either by bail or a pledge of his pro- 
perty. Under them, he may escape at will. Un- 
der this, he is compelled to answer. The advant- 
age is manifestly in favor of the latter. 
The member from Kentucky (Mr. Jounson) 

et to avoid the evils Which would result 
rom abandoning the compulsory process, by leav- 
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ing the writ of ne exeat in force. But this woul 
be an ineffectual remedy. It can be issued op| 

by one species of courts, those of equity jurisdic. 
tion, in cases of equitable demands, and would be 
inapplicable to a vast majority of causes. It js 
besides, so expensive as utterly to forbid its use in 
many instances. Where the sum claimed is ye; 

small, the costs and expense of this writ would 
exceed the demand, and amount to a denial of 
justice. Nor is it easy to perceive why bail should 
be forbidden, on the cap. ad res., and that writ 
abolished, while another is spared which is more 
expensive, and eventually produces the same re- 
sult, and may lead to imprisonment. To be con- 
sistent, this writ ought also to be destroyed. It is, 
however, often useful to effect the purposes of 
justice, and the amendment oe not only 
that it shall remain, but may be issued by courts 
of common law jurisdiction, as it is now issued by 
chancery. It will be remarked that the amend- 
ment proposed, continued Mr. S., makes no dis- 
tinction in the character of the debtor. None 
ought to be made until after trial—because, until 
then, it cannot be determined whether the defend- 
ant be a debtor, and, if a debtor, whether unfor- 
tunate or criminal. It is alike unjust and unwise 
to punish frauds, or impropriety of any kind, until 
the delinquency be fixed by judgment. That 
legislation which denounces whole classes of men 
as fraudulent, is essentially incorrect and errone- 
ous. Hence the exceptions made by the honora- 
ble member from New York (Mr. Van Buren) 
ought not to be admitted. No man should be 
condemned unheard, nor subjected to peculiar 
difficulties, privations, or punishments, until the 
decision of a competent tribunal has established 
his guilt. At the institution of the suit, it cannot 
be justly decided whether the officer is a defaulter, 
or the trustee, guardian, executor, or attorney, 
guilty of fraud. Take the executor as an exam- 
ple. By force of the exception, he is presumed 
fraudulent, and is deprived of the benefit of law— 
but is it true, that every executor who is sued has 
acted fraudulently ? He may not even be a debt- 
or—or, if a debtor, a perfectly fair and honest one. 
There are many cases in which his personal re- 
sponsibility is involved, without the existence of 
moral turpitude. He may, without a proper un- 
derstanding of the law, or of the situation of the 
estate, have paid a debt which he ought not to 
have paid. A claim of higher character, and 
which should have been first satisfied, is presented, 
and he has nothing left to pay it. Will you de 
nounce and punish him as guilty of fraud? If 
you do, your law is unequal and oppressive, and 
deserves not the respect and confidence of the 
citizen. An executor ought, in no ease, to be re- 
garded, by your law, as having acted improperly, 
until a wasting of the estate, a devastavit, has been 
fastened upon him. And, even that, when ad- 
judged by the court, is often merely technical, 
and implies mistake, not fraud; error, not guilt— 
proves no criminal intention—merits no corporal 
punishment. Take, also, another of the excep- 
tions, the public defaulter. For him, when guilty, 
no one is even disposed to apologize. But is every 
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man who is nominally a debtor to the Govern-| the coercion of the law, if their persons. be pro- 
ment, necessarily a public defaulter? I verily be-| tected. Is this right? Is it just? Is it wise in 
lieve that a great proportion cf those who have | government, is it correct in morals, to permit it ? 
been proclaimed to the country and the world as| While the debtor, it may be, riots in expensive 
having squandered the public money and rioted | pleasures, and enjoys his wealth, beyond the reach 
the public funds, are not guilty, at least to | of your law, the creditor, with his family, may be 
the extent charged. Some can satisfactorily ac- | reduced to the utmost penury and distress, fit ob- 
count for the expenditure when a trial shall be jects for the exercise of those feelings of com 
had. Some have been, like other men, subjected | sion, which the honorable members from Ken- 
to inevitable losses and misfortunes; and a few, | tucky, Virginia, and New York, have lavished so 
although they have faithfully devoted themselves | profusely on the debtor alone. Surely that is a 
to the nation, done the State good service, and | misguided humanity, which wastes itself upon one 
received no profit, are yet unable to furnish legal | class, in total forgetfulness of the sufferings of 
evidence to account for the balance against them. | others, though created, perhaps, by the objects of 
Will you place all these beyond the influence of | its benevolence, and in utter disregard of the 
your law, presume their guilt, and draw a distinc- | claims of justice. If, sir, the body of the debtor is 
tion between them and other debtors? It would | to be secured from imprisonment, every mode to 
be a violation, not of justice merely, but of the lreach the whole property should be furnished, or 
equal rights of the citizen. The objection, then, | you will work monstrous injustice: you permit, 
to these szeepsone, rests on this obvious principle, | without rebuke, the violation of contracts—the 
debtors should not be presumed fraudulent, until | neglect of obligations—the prostration of the very 
fraud be proved; nor stigmatized as ‘guilty until | elements of which civil society is composed. 
guilt be established. No distinction should be| I would, therefore, continued Mr. S8., free the 
made at the commencement of the suit. The | body then, and then only, when an assignment had 
present laws of the States and the Union, make | been made, of such kind that every species of 
none, and he did not perceive the justice of the | property, real and personal estate, choses in action, 
innovation proposed. public stocks, every thing by which debts could be 
The simple proposition, which the amendment | paid, might be controlled and commanded by it, 
suggests, with respect to the first process in the | and the creditor placed in the entire rights of the 
action, is, that bail may be required to secure the | debtor, and enabled to secure his claim against 
appearance of the defendant to answer the demand. | the efforts of concealment and fraud, if such should 
This being accomplished, no further claim is made | be practised. The third section of the amendment 
upon his person ; or, if the defendant, being insol- | endeavors to reach this result, by such modifica- 
vent, have not credit to obtain the security, he | tions of the usual proceedings, as will extend kind- 
may devote his property to that object. In either | ness to the debtor, without infrinbing the not less 
case, the legitimate design of the arrest has been | sacred rights of the creditor. It leaves the ca. sa. 
obtained, and imprisonment is unnecessary. In | or writ in the nature of it, untouched: that the 
erence this provision can create no difficulty. | officers may, if necessary, take the body ; but di- 
he honest man can find pledges for his appear- | rects that the body be not taken, if the defendant 
ance, at any stage of the proceeding. He who| will assign his property for the payment of the 
cannot, must have lost the confidence of those | debt. It is only in this, or some similar mode, 
around him, and ought to place his property where | that the equal rights of the two parties can be 
it may satisfy just claims. rotected, and honesty and justice maintained. 
But, sir, there is another and more important | To maintain them, I would preserve the right to 
process against the debtor, and which the bill abol- | imprison the body of the freeman, however hu- 
ishes: a process after judgment, to enforce its | miliating the idea may seem. On this point, sir, 
payment—the capias ad satisfaciendum—in com- | I have no peculiar professions to make of human- 
mon parlance the ca. sa. When judgment is pro- | ity and feeling, or respect to the person and liberty 
nounced, the justice and extent of the creditor’s of the citizen, as passports to the confidence of the 
demand are no longer doubtful. It is liquidated | body I address ; nor shall I be regarded as unmind- 
and established ; and he has a perfect right to have | ful of them, because I do not make such profes- 
it satisfied, and to call upon the power of society | sions. We have two objects to effect, and it is not 
to enforce it against an unwilling debtor, by all | wise nor just to permit the one to absorb the other. 
the means which are properly calculated to pro- | Contracts should be held inviolable. No man 
duce the effect. The first process, for this purpose, | should be suffered to escape from their performance, 
ought to be directed against the property: that | until his power to perform had ceased. The de- 
should be first devoted to the object. But such | mands of justice and honesty should be rigidly 
writ cannot always be effectual ; the property may | enforced, and if the seizure of the body be neces- 
be secreted, or of such kind as will be exempt from | sary to enforce them, the body should be seized. 
seizure, by any process now known, although the | No relief should be extended, from humanity to 
defendant has an immense amount of it in his | the debtor, until he had done what they require. 
hands and under his control. Even a limited ex-| And, in order to accomplish this object, imprison- 
perience will inform us, that executions against | ment should be retained as one of the most efficient 
roperty are often eluded by those who live most | means. It has been most incorrectly considered 
uxuriously, but who, having no visible estate on | and treated, in this discussion, as a punishment 
which the officer can levy, may entirely escape | for being unfortunately in debt, and for not doing 
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what the party had not the power to do—as a 7 
ranny, exercised by one citizen over another. It 
never was designed as a punishment—nor as the 
instrument of tyranny, but as a means, and a pow- 
erful one, of compelling the performance of obli- 

tions—the surrender of property. And when 
that is effected, its purpose is answered. If it be 
carried beyond that point, it then, and then only, 
ceases to be a means of enforcing a duty, and is 
converted into a punishment. Such it never ought 
to be—such it never can be, under the proposed 
amendment. Whenever the property is surren- 
dered, the body is free, because then imprisonment 
becomes unjust and oppressive, and should not be 
permitted. It then ceases to answer any valuable 
e, but produces a positive evil, by depriving 
society, without necessity, of the services of the 
citizen for his own support and the profit of the 
community. That the fear of imprisonment will, 
in many cases, restrain men from creating unne- 
cessary debts, and induce them to assign their 
property and Ry while they can, is not to be 
uestioned. To disbelieve it, is to deny some of 
the most ordinary feelings of human nature. 
Against the pain and disgrace of imprisonment, 
pride and the love of character revolt. The fond- 
ness for pleasure, attachment to property, disposi- 
tion to fraud, will often sink beneath its influence. 
It is one powerful instrument of enforcing the 
payment of debts—of these we have not too many; 
and therefore let not this be discarded until we 
find a fit substitute. 
Nor does it seem to me, sir, a matter of much im- 
portance, whether imprisonment for debt origin- 

‘ ated in ancient or modern times, was one of the 
provisions of the old common law, or has been 
superadded by statutory regulations. I would re- 

ctfully suggest to the honorable member from 
ew York, that the question is scarcely worth an 
expenditure of time, or the exertion of his talents 
and learning. There are many principles which, 
if not found in the earliest records of that law, 
have been incorporated by ancient statutes, and 
are now, as essentially as any others, a portion of 
it; such is the power of which we speak. For 
much more than a century, every court, in every 
place, which has administered justice according 
to the principles of the common law, has issued 
this writ, and exercised power over the person of 
the debtor, not as a punishment, but as the means 
of procuring satisfaction of the judgment. And 
whatever be its origin in England, its exercise 
there 1s found, at a period and among a people 
altogether unworthy of the epithets bestowed by 
the member from Virginia, (Mr. Barzour.) It 
was extended, confirmed, and practised there— 
where they loved liberty as well as we love it— 
where are found some of the most illustrious in- 
stances of devotion to its cause—and whence we 
have derived some of our most valuable institu- 
tions, and drawn some of the best lessons we have 
learned. And our liberties never will suffer re- 
proach from that cause, if we preserve it, without 
abuse, to operate only on those who are unwilling 
to be just. 
The honorable member from Virginia (Mr. 


Barsour) maintains, in respect to this power, a 
principle both novel and unsound. He seemed 
to insist that society did not possess this power 
over the person, to enforce the execution of the 
contract, although its control, for that purpose 
over the property, was rightful and complete. 
Whence, sir, has he learned this doctrine? } 
know not in what system of moral or politica) 
law itis to be found. I had supposed that ciyjj 
society, especially a society established and regu. 
lated a the consent and will of freemen, had per- 
fect right and power to regulate its government 
and the contracts of its citizens, and enforce either 
upon the person or property, the claims of duty 
and the obligations of justice. I have yet to learn, 
that the person may not be restrained, to compel 
obedience to the requisitions of morality and law, 
And this is the only fair purpose of imprisonment 
after the judgment. 

As the amendment proposes that the body be free 
from arrest and imprisonment, both on the original 
and final process, when the debtor has made an 
assignment which shall transfer his rights to his 
creditors, this assignment is the next feature worthy 
of attention. The officer having the writ to exe- 
cute is the only person to whom, in the first in- 
stance, this assignment can be made ; but he takes 
it, as the temporary agent and trustee of the credi- 
tors ; and that the return of writ, transfers, under 
the direction of the court, his agency and trust to 
some one who shall collect and distribute the mo- 
ney among those who are entitled to it. This 
receiving and transfer is all the officer has to do, 
and is all that his engagements would permit. 
In doing it, he acts in a similar capacity as when 
he receives a bond for the appearance of the de- 
fendant, and assigns it, on motion of the plaintiff, 
where the appearance is not perfected. 

When the assignment is made on the cap. ad 
ves., at the commencement of the suit, it is to inure 
to the benefit of all the creditors, in proportion to 
their claim. This is just, because, the debtor be- 
ing insolvent, and no one having exhibited extra- 
ordinary vigor in pursuit of his rights, nor ob- 
tained any peculiar claim on him, no reason can 
be urged why one should be preferred and a rate- 
able distribution not made among all. All are in 
equal right; all should be equally benefited. But 
when the assignment is taken, after the judgment, 
at the execution of the ca. sa., it is to inure to the 
benefit, first of the plaintiff, then of other judg- 
ment creditors, as far as can be done without giv- 
ing fraudulent preferences; and afterwards of 
other creditors, in proportion to their claims. The 
plaintiff, having been alert in establishing his 
rights, and obtained a peculiar lien, his debt ought 
to be first discharged, as one of the highest grade. 
Vigilantibus et non dormientibus leges subservient. 

But, sir, although the debtor may have executed 
an assignment, and annexed to it a schedule of his 
property, yet he may not have acted faithfully ; a 
part may be concealed from the officer, and the 
creditor defrauded. Hence, it is provided that, on 
the execution of the assignment on the ca. sa., a 
bond shall also be given, conditioned to appear 
and answer interrogatories respecting his property, 
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under the direction of the court, if it shall be sup- — It may, sir, be devotion to ancient maxims, 
necessary to propound them. In many, t they are maxims connected intimately with 
bably in most cases, such interrogatories will | the very objects for which civil society was form- 
not be considered necessary, because it will be ap- |ed—maxims which compei faithfulness between 
t that a faithful surrender has been made. | citizen and citizen, which will sustain honesty 
wherever fraud is suspected, this provision | and repress fraud. It may, sir, be bigotry, but ‘it 
will furnish a ready mode by whichNt may be de- | is that species of bigotry which rigorously enforces 
tected or disproved. Its object is to reach the | the obligations of duty and the demands of justice. 
debtor to the utmost extent, and leave him no pos- | The preservation of our present process will lead 
sible means of evasions, unless he escape through | to these results, and save us from uncertainty and 
the medium of perjury, and dares its pains and | confusion. Wherever in society, especially in the 
nalties. He is to be freed, Mr. S. repeated, from | administration of law, there is a well known 
the obligation of immediately discharging his con- | course of practice, it should remain unaltered, un- 
tract, only when he has faithfully endeavored to | less the benefits of a change are palpable and sure. 
discharge it. And if, in any stage of the proceed- | At present, the court, the bar, every intelligent 
ings, he fails to comply with the requirements of | member of society, understands the details and 
the law, or if, in the investigation, he shall be | operation of your system; and if you can effect 
found to have acted fraudulently, the fact is to be the great purpose you have in view, leaving 
recorded, and he is to be forever left without the | those details essentially unchanged, you accom- 
protection which the law affords to the honest | ra much for the peace and order of society. 
debtor; the writ is to be executed, and he is to | You do this especially in the case for which you 
suffer the imprisonment he merits. This warning | are legislating. It is to be remembered that our 
is calculated to produce caution, circumspection, | Union is composed of twenty-four independent 
and fair dealing. But the existence of the fraud | Republics, each of which has peculiar and favorite 
which is to be thus punished, is not to be pre- modes of proceeding, and each of which is to be, 
sumed but proved. It must be established by trial, | in a greater or less degree, reached and affected by 
and rest upon the verdict of a jury. your decision. Innumerable diversities exist in 
I have thus, Mr. President, exhibited the prin- | every part of their practice, from the commence- 
cipal features of the plan I propose. The remain- | ment to the end of the suit; and no manis learned 
der. of the amendment is auxiliary to the provis- | or wise enough to calculate the extent to which 
ions I have explained, and calculated to sustain | any change you may make will injuriously act 
the positions I have assumed in the argument; | upon them. Will you not, ought you not, to be 
and, although I profess no peculiar regard for the | cautious how you trespass? Is it not the dictate 
scheme, and it may not meet the approbation of | of wisdom that you do not innovate without ne- 
the Senate, yet to me it seems better than any | cessity? So thought and acted those who pre-- 
other yet offered, calculated to effect the ends both | ceded us in legislating on this subject. 
of humanity and justice, and to approach some-| When the judicial system of the United States 
what nearer to that phenomenon in legislation, | was established, the existing process of the several 
the perfect liberty of the person of the honest | States, though in many respects dissimilar, was, 
debtor, reconciled with the strict rights and just by positive enactment, adopted as the rule in the 
claims of the creditor. ‘courts of the Union. It was a wise regulation, 
There are some reasons in favor of this amend- | and should not be incautiously overthrown. Yet 
ment, which are worthy the consideration of the | such must be the effect of the bill, and most of the 
Senate. Its principal feature is, that it does de- | proposed amendments. This fact, Mr. 8. added, 
stroy imprisonment in every case, except that of | furnished the principal difficulty, and afforded one 
fraud which is proved, not presumed; settled by | reason on which I ventured the belief, that we 
trial and judgment, not anticipated before inves- | should devise no system which would be approved 
tigation. It goes further, in this respect, than any | by this body. But it is not the only difficulty. 
other, except the original bill, which seems to cast | Your courts must become insolvent courts. In 
loose all restraint upon the debtor, leaves the cred- | every case the same proceedings must be had; the 
itor without remedy, and makes the enforcement | property surrendered. And what is to be the ope- 
of contracts a matter not of compulsion but of | ration of a discharge? A discharge to-day will 
choice. Under this amendment, no honest man | not be one to-morrow—in the case of A will not 
can be imprisoned; none but he who refuses to | operate in the case of B—in Maryland will not be 
pay his debts while he has the power. | conclusive in Delaware. There must be a repeti- 
It also leaves all our writs as they now are, and | tion of proceedings as often as the defendant is 
only changes, in some respects, the modes of exe- | sued. Would it not, then, be better to leave all 
cuting them; and, although the eloquent member | legislation on this subject to the States, where it 
from Virginia has found so much to censure, in | properly belongs, and, by continuing to adopt their 
attachment to well known usages and instances, | process, free the debtor in your courts when he-is 
and supposes an unwillingness to change radically | freed in theirs, and then only? Or superadd, at 





our system of judgments and executions, arising 
from bigotry of feeling and the remains of devo- 
tion to the maxims of ancient tyranny, yet I for 
one am willing to bear the imputation, rather than 
encounter the consequences of the course he pro- 


} 


once, to the insolvent system you provide, the 
bankrupt principle of absolving from the debt, and 
permitting one discharge to be pleaded against 
every claim? But, Mr. S. added, it was not his 
intention to pursue these difficulties. There was 
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avstrong inclination manifested to legislate on the | 


subject, and his desire was to aid in discovering | 
the best:mode of accomplishing the object in view, | 
and averting the evils which, he believed, were | 
threatened by the bill and some of the amend- | 
ments. The amendment which he proposed, he 
thought, merited attention for another reason. | 
The Federal and State courts are now equally | 
open, and furnish the same facilities in the prose- | 
eution of claims. But, if you take away the writ | 
of ca, sa, in the manner proposed, you immediate- | 
ly create a distinction between them, a distinction | 
which must eventually operate unfavorably to the 
Government of the United States and to the Fed- 
eral courts; for you lessen their means of recover- 
ing debts, and drive suitors from them. Your 
system can affect only your own courts, and when 
a citizen is about to sue, he will inquire where are 
the most numerous and efficacious means of at- 
taining his purpose, and finding them in the State 
courts he will sue there. He will not institute a 
suit where the person of the defendant is directly, 
and his property indirectly, free from control, but 
will seek relief where both may be coerced. But, 
sir, the suits of your Government will be decided 
there; and while individuals will escape from the 
pressure of your law, by suing in other courts, 
Government will have diminished means of 
recovering its dues. It will not only have one in- 
strument less than the citizen to compel payment, 
but that very circumstance will induce the debtor 
always to postpone your claim, and satisfy first the 
man who can most effectually reach his comfort 
and feelings as well as his purse. Thus the oper- 
- ation of this bill will be upon the courts of the 
United States, and upon the claims of the Gov- 
ernment. Your courts will be less efficient—your 
dues less safe. This result is avoided by the 
amendment. None of the present facilities in the 
collection of debts are surrendered. The property 
ean be secured, the person controlled, so long as 
is control is necessary for effecting payment. 
You lose nothing; perhaps it may safely be said 
you gain something in the efficiency of your 
system. 

This amendment also, in some degree, meets the 
wishes of the honorable member from Virginia, 
(Mr. Tay or,) in breaking down that distinction 
between insolvency and bankruptcy, to which he 
so strenuously objects. It applies:to every mem- 
ber of the community—to the farmer, mechanic, 
manufacturer, and merchant—and it is equally 
oe in every State. In some of the States 
the entire abolition of the capias must produce 
much inconvenience and injustice. If I am right- 
ly informed, and the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Barsour) can correct me if I err, in 
one or more of the States, real property is not 
permitted to be sold for the payment of debts. If, 
then, you absolve the person of the defendant, in | 
what way can you possibly compel him, who is 
unwilling and dishonest, to satisfy a judgment 
against him? Your execution will not reach his 
land, and you cannot touch his body, to induce 
him to surrender it. He will disregard your judg- 
ment, and laugh at your process. | Sir, I would not 
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osition which would suffer such dishonesty, whic) 
would not operate equally everywhere, and reach 
the utmost farthing of the property, wherever the 
person was protected. This fact, that, in a por- 
tion of your Union, the whole land is not subjec: 
to sale under execution, is a sufficient objection to 
the bill, and a strong argument in favor of the 
amendment. 

I have thus given you, sir, the opinions which 
I entertain on the subject under discussion, and 
explained the reasons which induce me to prefer 
the amendment which I have offered to you; and 
I should here have closed my remarks, were it not 
for the gratuitous and unmerited denunciation by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Barsour) of 
the State from which I come, on account of one 
of her laws, by which, it is said, a free man has 
been sold—a denunciation interesting to my feel- 
ings, and which seems to require some explanation 
from me, as a Representative of that State. | 
was not easy, sir, fpr me to perceive the applica- 
tion which this censure had to the argument, nor 
why the honorable member should have thought 
it necessary to wander from the question, in order 
to make it. But having been made, I am sure | 
shall be indulged with a pardon for detaining the 
Senate a few moments in stating the character 
and history of that law, as far as I now recollect 
it. It was passed at a period somewhat remote, 
when our ideas were not, perhaps, so definite, and 
our feelings so acute on such points as at present; 
a period when many, perhaps all, the States, had 
laws, not less negligent of the rights of the citizen, 
which it would be difficult to reconcile to our 
present notions of what is compatible with lib- 
erty, or suitable for freemen; and which prove 
that New Jersey was not more barbarous than 
her sisters. Abundant illustrations of this truth 
might be presented, but I can take no pleasure in 
recounting them. This law did not apply to 
females, to married men, to those who had fam- 
ilies dependent upon them. It operated only on 
unmarried men, without children, between the 
ages of twenty-one and thirty. It was produced, 
in part, by the peculiar situation of the State, and 
rested upon this principle, that such men as I have 
mentioned, who had cdntracted debts without the 
means of paying them, were under a moral obli- 
gation, which it would not be injustice to force 
them to discharge, even by personal service, and 
if they would not willingly render that service, 
to compel them. Hence, if they did not arrange 
the satisfaction of the debt, the court was directed 
to dispose of their labor for that purpose. Now, 
sir, although I am not the advocate of that law, 
but was, in some measure, the instrument of its 
repeal, yet I am the apologist of those who passed 
it. Its principle was sound, the object to be ob- 
tained was correet, but the mode of affecting 1t 
was more questionable. And although it was 
passed at the period mentioned, applicable to the 
persons designated, founded on the principle stated, 
yet it was seldom, perhaps never executed, until, 
in the case alluded to by the honorable member, !! 
was enforced upon a man who merited all that 
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the court had power to inflict. He was hired out, 
or, if you please, sold, for a term of service, to pay 
the debts which he had fraudulently, and immor- 
ally contracted, and which he would not satisfy. 
And it proved.a nominal, not real punishment— 
some small price was given, and the purchase 
never enforced. And yet, after this mild, and al- 
most unobjectionable operation of that law was 
brought to the notice of the Legislature, it was, in 
less, | believe, than forty-eight hours, and by an 
unanimous vote, expunged from the statute book. 
Does, then, its character or history justify peculiar 
rebuke? Beside, it is the principal, if not only 
blot upon the code of that State. Few things 
can be found in it to call in eta her liberality 
and love of freedom. I challenge the production 
of a system more pure—where the duties of hu- 
manity are more sacredly regarded, and the equal 
rights of equal citizens more thoroughly protected. 
It is a code, sir, fit to govern that race of Seeman, 
who prepared for themselves, and still enjoy, the 
first free written constitution in existence. 

But although the censure of the honorable 
member was calculated to give some pain, it was 
also calculated to give some pleasure; inasmuch 
as it seemed to be an ample pledge that it could | 
not be retorted, and that the State which he rep- 
resents had relieved her statute book from every 
censurable feature. I rejoice if it be so—for if [ 
remember aright, in the last revision of her laws, 
published about three years ago, there were some 
provisions which seemed objectionable, at least to | 
those who did not well understand her situation 
and internal policy. I allude to those provisions, 
by which a freeman convicted of an inferior crime, 
by an inferior tribunal, might be sold—by which 
a freeman might have his body lacerated in the 

ublic streets, not upon a judicial conviction, be- 
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ore a jury; not after a fair and impartial trial, 
but after a summary proceeding, his guilt being 
established by the uncorroborated oath of the in- 
jured party—by which a freeman, married or un- 
married, who had not visibly a regular and honest 
mode of obtaining a livelihood, might be appre- 
hended upon warrant, and hired to personal ser- 
vice—by which the time and services of a freeman 
might be sold to satisfy the taxes due to the Gov- 
ernment.* And these may have been repealed— 
or if not repealed, can be amply explained and 
justified, else, surely, would not the honorable 
member have ventured the picture which he pre- 


sented of the tyranny and barbarity exercised in | 


another State. But, sir, whether repealed or jus- 
tifiable, is of littke moment in the decision of the 
question before the Senate, and I submit to its 
candor the explanation given of the law of New 
Jersey, as well as the amendment to the bill upon 
your table. 
When Mr. S. had concluded— 
Mr. Barsuur made a few remarks in reply to 
* These statutory provisions are not alluded to for 
the purpose of fastening peculiar censure on that 
State—for the reasons on which they were founded 
may not be understood ; and no State has been always 
umane, just, and equal in its laws. 
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Mr. 5. on one or two incidental points touched by 
the latter. 

Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, followed, at some 
length, in reply to Mr. Sournarp, and in support 
of his own substitute, which he thought preferable, 
in principle and practice, to that offered by Mr..8. 
The amendment of Mr. 8., he argued, began where 
it ought to end; it commenced with bankruptey, 
instead of ending with it—and a debtor, under 
such a law, would in the outset be compelled to 
choose between bankruptcy and a prison. Mr. T. 
took an excursive view of the common law, citing 
several of its ancient absurdities and its anoma- 
lous principles, to show that it was an unfit guide 
in legislating for this country, and the present age. 
He also added some remarks in further support of 
the justice and expediency of the abolishment of 
imprisonment for debt. 

After a few explanatory observations, between 
Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, and Mr. Taytor, 
of Virginia, touching the merits of the common 
law, the bill was laid on the table, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Soursarp ordered to be printed. 





Tuespay, January 21. 


Mr. Lioyp, of Massachusetts, presented the pe- 
tition of Seth Knowles, of Charlestown, in the 
State of Massachusetts, praying debentures on a 
quantity of rum exported. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Presipenrt laid before the Senate the peti- 
tion of Susan W. Eakin, widow of the late Lieu- 
tenant Samuel A. Eakin, of the United States 
Navy, deceased, praying some provision by law for . 
her ees The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Presivent also communicated a memorial 
of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, 
praying a different organization of the United 
States court for the said State. The memorial 
was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Smita, of South Carolina, presented the 
memorial of a number of the Banks of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, and others, representing the 
expediency of certain alterations in the charter of 
the Bank of the United States. The memorial 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Hodgdon was 
read the second time. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Buel was read 
the second time. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel F. Hooker was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the subject was referred, reported 
a bill to enable the President of the United States 
to treat with thc Chippewa Indians for the pur- 
chase of certain lands on the south side of Lake 
Superior, supposed to contain valuable mines of 
copper; and the bill was twice read, by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. Benton also laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from Governor Cass, detailing certain 
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information in relation to the said subject, which | moneys,” and, after some explanation by Mr. Loy. 
was read. rie, of the amendments reported by the Commi. 

Mr. Benton, trom the same committee, to | tee of Finance to the bill, (giving a discretion, jy 
which the subject was referred, reported a bill to | certain cases, to the Heads of the Departmen 
authorize the President of the United States to | only, as heretofore particularly stated, ) the amenj. 
cause the lead mine and salt spring lands belong- | ments were agreed to, and the bill ordered to, 
ing to the United States, to be exposed to public | third reading. 

— 5 _ the bill was twice read, by unanimous | IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. Benton, from the same committee, also re- | _, Lhe Senate then again resumed, in Committee 
ported a bill to establish an additional land office | °f the Whole, the consideration of the bill to abo. 
in the State of Missouri; and the bill was twice | He nee Ron eRCOS fordebt, 
read, by unanimous consent. _ Mr. Van Dyke offered his views of the pro- 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Positions before the Senate, and his reasons for 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the benefit ei opposed to the broad measure originally 
of George Shannon; and, on motion, the further PFOPOse¢, é et in favor of a modified system of ex. 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made ©™Ption from imprisonment for debt. He con- 
the order of the day for, Friday next. cluded by moving that the bill and amendments be 

On motion by M.. Barpour, the Message from | referred to a select committee of seven’ members, 
the President of the United States of the seven- | that they might, having heard the various views 
teenth instant, transmitting copies of the ratifica- | fered by gentlemen, endeavor to frame, from the 
tion of the Convention concluded at St. Peters- | different substitutes which had been proposed, such 
burg, on the 12th of July, 1822, was referred to bill as would meet the concurrence of a majority 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. of the Senate. ‘ 

Wiiiam KeELty, appointed a Senator by the | This motion was agreed to, and Messrs. Vay 
Legislature of the State of Alabama, to fill the |D¥«8,Jounson of Kentucky, Van Buren, Sovtu- 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of John | 482, Mitus, Tayuor of Virginia, and Smiru of 
Walker, produced his credentiais, was qualified, | South Carolina, were appointed the committee. 
and took his seat in the Senate. 
oe sonnne resumed, as in Committee . the | Wepnespay, January 22. 

. i : 
matte the consideration ofthe bill to autbonzs | afr. Surra, of South Carling, om the Co 
volume of the Laws of the United States; and Fever <3 ot eg Wile hich was referred 
the same having been amended, the further con- eeu tatanae atten ie fee ee and others, re 


sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. | ported a bill to divide the State of South Carolina 


The bill was taken up to release Amos Muzzy | roth ap dian eee gine ball was read and 


and Benjamin White from imprisonment, the * Mr. Suita also presented the petition of Elihu 


ee ae ee sah oe ee Hall Bay, and others, praying for a confirmation 
; pay YS | of certain land titles in the State of Louisiana. 
received by him, as postmaster, at Sangerfield, | 


New York, and White being confined under a | cia ¥ PY blie L: — and yeterred, $0 the Com- 
judgment against him as the security of Muzzy. | 4, eo Ue anes. 
J Fh at ee ay y. Mr. Lowrtg, from the Committee of Finance, 
e Committee on the Judiciary, to whom this saiide' ch antavorsbh t th tition of 
bill had been referred, recommended the rejection Tae ee tune ac ee 
; on J Stephen T. Northam and others, of Rhode Island, 
of the bill ; = oe ee by Mr. Mitts (who pray the remission of part of the amount 
to aaa ; + ; aioe 1 Jy It Was 80° post- | Paid the Govesieneae for a license to distil molas- 
ae ill ‘fiom the ‘House of edrecsntétives. | 7? in consequence of an inundation by which a 
es oa ae > large quantity of the article was destroyed, and 
in addition to the act to continue in force an act thir’ distillery cons t] ad for a por- 
to protect the commerce of the United States and," 6" 1 ee OR Th OPE kon sie te 
ka . be z tion of the time for which they had taken out li- 
to punish the crime of piracy,” passed through a cense ;) and the report was read 
Committee of the Whole, and was ordered toa id P ' 
third reading. 
_ The bill granting to the State of Alabama the Tuurspay, January 23. 
right of pre-emption to certain quarter sections, The following Message was received from the 
of land, also passed through a Committee of the prpsipenr or THE UNITED Srares: 
ee and was ordered to be engrossed for a third In compliance with a resolution of December 12th, 
ee 1822, requesti ident b 
; ; , requesting that the President would cause to be 
The Senate resumed, as 8 Committee of the laid before the Senate, a statement, exhibiting the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to regulate | 


: . amount, in aggregate, of goods, wares, and merchan- 
the intercourse between the United States and | gise, exported from the United States 'to France, and 


certain British colonial ports ; and, on motion by imported from thence, in each year, from and after the 
Mr. Lioyp of Massachusetts, it was laid on the | year 1814 to the year 1820, discriminating, in the re- 
table. ports, between the articles of the growth, produce, or 

The Senate took up the bill from the other | manufacture of the United States, and those of for- 
House, “concerning the disbursements of public ' eign countries ; and, also, stating the national char- 
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racter of the vessels in which such exports and im- 
have been made; I transmit a report from the 
me of the Treasury, which contains the infor- 


jon desired. 
— JAMES MONROE. 
Janvary 22, 1823. 


The Message and accompanying report were 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The following Message was also received from 
the PresiDENT OF THE Unirep States: 

In carrying fully into effect the intention of Con- 

in making an appropriation of five thousand dol- 
lars, by the act of the 14th April, 1820, for the survey 
of the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, from the Ra- 
pids of the Ohio, at Louisville, to the Balize, for the 
purpose of facilitating and ascertaining the most prac- 
ticable route of improving the navigation of these 
rivers, orders were given, through the proper depart- 
ment, to the Board of Engineers, to examine and sur- 
vey the said rivers, with reference to those objects, 
and to report their opinion thereon ; which they have 
done, and which report I now communicate for the 


information of Congress. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Janvany 22, 1823. 


The Message and accompanying report were 
read. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of Daniel 
Merrill, praying compensation for his services dur- 
ing the Revolutionary war. The petition was 
read, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Barton submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to enable the President of the United 
States to extinguish the Indian title to the tract of 
country on the south side of Missouri river, between 
the western boundary of the State of Missouri and 
the Osage line, which runs from Fort Clark to the 
Arkansas, or to so much thereof as the tribes claiming 
it may be disposed to sell. 

Mr. Hotes, of Maine, submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of authorizing the principal mail from Wash- 
ington, eastward, to be conveyed in steamboats, where 
such conveyance is practicable, for the same rates of 
postage as are allowed for such conveyance, by land. 

Mr. Brown, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred the bill 
entitled “An act for laying out and making a road 
from the Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie 
to the western boundary of the Connecticut West- 
ern Reserve, in the State of Ohio, agreeably to the 
provisions of the Treaty of Brownstown,” reported 
the same, without amendment, which was read. 

The bill entitled “An act in addition to ‘An act 
to continue in force ‘An act to protect the com- 
merce of the United States, and to punish the 
crime of piracy,’ and, also, to make further provi- 
sion for punishing the crime of piracy,” was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The bill entitled “An act concerning the dis- 


bursement of public money,” was read a third 
time, as amended, and passed. 

The engrossed bill granting to the State of Ala- 
bama the right of pre-emption to certain quarter 
sections of land, was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committtee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the resolution instructing them 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
final settlement of the militia claims of the State 
of Georgia for services rendered, under orders of 
the President of the United States, during the 
years 1792,-"93, and ’94; and, on motion by Mr. 
Wituiams, of Tennessee, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Howes, of Mississippi, presented the me- 
morial of John McAllister, of Alabama, praying 
the confirmation of his title to a tract of land.— 
Referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, to which was 
referred the petition of Archibald F. Macneill, of 
North Carolina ; and 

Mr. Macon made the following motion : 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee of 
Claims, on the petition of Archibald F. Macneill, be 
recommitted to the same committee, with instructions 
to inquire into the expediency of granting him time 
to pay the sum due the United States : 


Which motion was rejected ; and, in concur- 
rence with the report, resolved, that the prayer of 
the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Finance, to which was 
referred the petition of Stephen T. Northam, and 
others, of Newport, Rhode Island; and, in con- 
currence therewith, resolved, that the prayer of 
the petitioners ought not to be granted. 

The bill to divide the State of South Carolina 
into two judicial districts, was read the second 
time. 

Mr. Eaton gave notice, that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
the collecting of debts in the District of Columbia. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the purchase of a number of the copies of the sixth 
volume of the Laws of the United States; and, 
the same having been amended, it was reported to 
the House accordingly ; and, the amendment be- 
ing concurred in, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Samuel Walker, and others; and, no amend- 
ment having been made thereto, it was reported 
to the House, and ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act further to 
regulate the entry of merchandise imported into 
the United States from any adjacent territory,” 
together with the amendment yeported thereto by 
the Committee on Finance; and, the amendment 
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being agreed to, on motion, the further considera- | 


tion thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relies 
of Samuel F. Hooker; and, no amendment hay. 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | ing been made thereto, it was reported to the 
act to make perpetual an act passed the third day | House, and ordered to be engrossed and read , 
of March, 1817, entitled ‘An act to continue in | third time. 


force an act, entitled ‘An act further to provide 
for the collection of duties on imports and ton-| Whole, 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of thy 
the consideration of the bill to enable the 


nage, passed third day of March, 1815, and for| President of the United States to treat with the 
other purposes ;” and, on motion, the further con-| Chippewa Indians for the purchase of certain 


sideration thereof was postponed until Monday | Jjands on the south side of 


next. 


holders of French, British, and Spanish titles to 


land, within the State of Louisiana, which have 


not been recognised as valid by the Government 
of the United States, to institute proceedings to 
try the validity thereof, and for other purposes; 


and, on motion, the further consideration thereof 


was postponed until Monday next. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 


of the heirs of Joseph Wilcox; and, the bill hav- 
ing been amended by filling the blank with “ 400,” 
it was reported to the House accordingly ; and, 
the amendment being concurred in, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enable the | yntil 


ake Superior, sup. 
posed to contain valuable mines of copper; and 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause the 
lead mine and salt spring lands to be exposed io 
public sale; and the further consideration thereo{ 
was gouipoes to, and made the order of the day 
for, Wednesday next. 


CARVER’S GRANT. 


Mr. Van Dykes, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made the following report, which was read, 
and ordered to be printed: 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was re- 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | ferred the petition of Samuel Harrison, agent for the 


bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
James McClung, deceased ; and, no amendment 
having been proposed thereto, it was reported to 
the House, and ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to amend “An 
act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in 
the Territory of Florida,” approved the 8th of 
May, 1822; and, on motion, it was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Eaton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to repeal so much of an act, 


heirs of Captain Jonathan Carver, praying for the rec- 
ognition and confirmation of an Indian deed for a large 
tract of land near St. Anthony’s Falls, on the Missis- 
sippi; and also the petition of the Rev. Samuel Peters, 
Lh D., who claims said tract of land as assignee of 
the heirs of said Captain Carver, and prays that he 
may be permitted to take possession of the same, 
report : 

The petitioners state that Captain Jonathan Carver, 
in the year 1766, took a long tour among the Indian 
tribes, two hundred miles west of the falls of St. An- 
thony, on the Mississippi, and made important discov- 
eries during bis travels and residence of two years and 
five months with various Indian tribes, which he caused 


passed the 18th April, 1806, as limits the price of | to be printed and published in London in 1773. 


certain lands in the State of Tennessee. The bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


That, by his conciliatory manners, he gained the 
good will of the Indian tribes, and became the peace- 
maker between two large nations who were at war; 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | and, to reward him for his wisdom and friendly inter- 


act to provide for the appointment of an addi- | position, the Sachems of the Naudowissies were pleased 


asm judge for the Michigan Territory, and for | to grant, and accordingly gave to him and his heirs, 
other 


the table. 


urposes ;” and, on motion, it was laid on | deed for a tract of land, therein specially described, 


dated at the Great Cave, May the Ist, 1767. That 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | the chiefs of said tribe made him a chief of their tribe 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief | 00 the same day, and he then engaged to return and 
of Samuel Hodgdon; and, no amendment hav- settle in said territory with his family and connexions. 


ing been made thereto, it was reported to the 
House, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Samuel Buel; and the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


(An alleged copy of said deed is inserted in the first- 
mentioned petition.) That Captain Jonathan Carver 
afterwards returned to Boston, and sailed for London, 
where he arrived in the year 1769, and soon after laid 
his deed before the British Government, praying for 
the confirmation of it, and received for answer, that it 
should be confirmed as soon as the history of his trav- 
els was printed and published. But, in consequence 
of the misunderstanding which existed between Great 





Whole, the consideration of the bill to establish | Britain and America, the ratification of the deed was 
an additional land office in the State of Missouri; suspended. That Captain J. Carver died in London, 
and the further consideration thereof was post- | January the 31st, 1780, leaving a numerous progeny ; 
poned until Wednesday next. and, by the establishment of the independence of 
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America, the right to gratify Indian grants devolved | 


upon the Government of the United States. | 

The Rev. Samuel Peters in his petition further stetes 

thet Lefei, the present Emperor of the Sioux, and Naw- 

issies, on ing, a Sachem, the heirs and suc- 
cessors of the two grarid chiefs who signed the said 
deed to Captain Carver, have given satisfactory and 

itive proof that they allowed their ancestors’ deed 
to be genuine, good, and valid, and that Captain Car- 
ver’s heirs and assigns are the owners of said territory, 
and may occupy it free of all molestation. 

The committee have examined and considered the | 
claim thus exhibited by the petitioners, and remark, | 
that the original deed is not produced, nor any com- 
petent legal evidence offered of its execution ; nor is 
there any proof that the persons who it is alleged made | 
the deed were the chiefs of said tribe, nor that (if chiefs) 
they had authority to grant and give away the land 
belonging to their tribe. The paper annexed to the | 
petition as a copy of said deed has no subscribing wit- | 
nesses, and it would seem impossible, at this remote | 
period, to ascertain the important fact that the persons | 
who signed the deed comprehended and understood | 
the meaning and effect of their act. 

The want of proof as to these facts would interpose | 
in the way of the claimants insuperable difficulties. 
But, in the opinion of the committee, the claim is not | 
such as the United States are under any obligation to 
allow, even if the deed were proved in legal form. 
The British Government, before the time when the | 
alleged deed bears date, had deemed it prudent and 
necessary, for the preservation of peace with the Indian | 
tribes under their sovereignty, protection, and domin- 
ion, to prevent British subjects from purchasing lands 
from the Indians; and this rule of policy was made 
known and enforced by the proclamation of the King | 
of Great Britain of the 7th October, 1763, which con- 
tains an express prohibition. Captain Carver, aware 
of the law, and knowing that such a contract could 
not vest the legal title in him, applied to the British | 
Government to ratify and confirm the Indian grant; | 
and though it was competent for that Government then | 
to confirm the grant, and vest the title of said land in 
him, yet, from some cause, that Government did not 
think proper todoso. ‘The territory has since become 
the property of the United States; and an Indian | 
grant not good against the British Government would | 
appear to be not binding upon the United States’ | 
Government. What benefit the British Government 
derived from the services of Captain Carver, by his 
travels and residence among the Indians, that Govern- 


what remuneration those services deserved. 
appears from the declaration of Mr. Peters in his state- 
ment in writing among the papers exhibited, namely, 


that the British Government did give Captain Carver | 


the sum of one thousand three hundred and seventy- 
five pounds six shillings and eight pence sterling, &c. 


To the United States, however, Captain Carver ren- | 


dered no service which could be assumed as an equi- 
table ground for the support of the petitioners’ claim. 

The committee being of opinion that the United 
States are not bound in law or equity to confirm the 
said alleged Indian grant, recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 
not to be granted. 


Then on motion, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow. 
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Fripay, January 24. 


Mr. Eaton asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill to regulate the collecting of debts in 
the District of Columbia. The bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Barsoor gave notice, that, at the next sit- 
ting of the Senate, he should ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill providing suitable buildings for the 
accommodation of the Circuit Court of the Uni- 
ted States for the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, and the preservation of its 
records. 

Mr. Ruaaues, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act in 
addition to the act, entitled ‘An act for the prompi 
settlement of public accounts, and for the punish- 
ment of the crime of perjury,” reported the same, 
without amendment. 

Mr. Eaton submitted the following notion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to inform the Senate, if any loans of money 
to any amount, and for what purpose the same, have 


been made, from the Treasury to any individuals, or 


banking institution, since the first day of January, 
1818, and whether such loans, so made, have yet been 
repaid, or in any manner adequately secured, so that 
the Government will ultimately be satisfactorily reim- 
bursed. 


The PresipentT communicated a report of the 
Secretary of War, prepared in conformity with 


| the fifth section of the “Act to amend the several 
acts for the establishment and regulation of the 


Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,” show- 
ing the expenditure of the moneys appropriated 
for the contingent expenses of the Military Estab- 


‘lishment for the year 1822; and the report was 


read. 
The Presipent communicated the credentials 


of Wixuiam R. Kina, appointed a Senator by the 


Legislature of the State of Alabama, for the term 
of six years, commencing on the fourth day of 
March next; which were read, and laid on file. 
On motion, by Mr. Van Dyke, the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, containing reports 
made under an act supplementary to the several 
acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State 


‘of Louisiana, was ordered to be printed for the 
ment alone could determine, and alone could judge | 


One fact | 


use of the Senate. 
Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, presented the pe- 


| tition of Samuel Q. Richardson, and others, pray- 


/ing compensation for property lost in the service 
of the United States. The petition was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. Kexty submitted the following motion for 

| consideration : 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 

| structed to inquire into the expediency of dividing the 

| State of Alabama into two judicial districts; and also 
into the expediency of removing the District Court of 

| the United States, from Cahawba, to Huntsville. 


| 


| Mr. Souruarp, from the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
| bill to extend the charter of the Mecharics’ Bank 
tof Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, re- 
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ported the same, with an amendment, which was| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
ry instructed to inquire into the expediency of causip 


Mr. Loyp, of Massachusetts, gave notice that, | the public lands and private claims, in the State o 
at the next sitting of the Senate, he should ask | Louisiana, to be immediately surveyed ; and also 4 
leave to introduce a bill for the erection, in the bu- | inquire into the propriety of granting patents for 
rial ground at Washington, of a monument over | Claims to lands in the said State, which have been cop. 
the tomb of E:erince Gerry, deceased, late Vice | firmed by the Government of the United States. 
President of the United States. Mr. Finpuay presented the memorial of the 
Mr. Sovuruarp, from the Committee on the Ju- | President and Directors of the Bank of the Unite 
diciary, to which the subject was referred, reported | States, praying certain amendments to their char. 
a bill to continue in force the act, entitled “An act | ter. The memorial was read, and referred to the 
to provide for reports of the decisions of the Su- | Committee on Finance. 
reme Court,” passed the 3d day of March, 1817.| Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, asked and ob. 
he bill was read, and passed to a second reading. | tained leave to introduce a bill for the erection, iy 
The Senate riheneel | the consideration of the| the burial ground at Washington, of a monument 
motion of the 23d instant, for instructing the Com- | over the tomb of E-sripce Gerry, deceased, late 
mittee on Finance to inquire into the expediency | Vice President of the United States; and the bij! 
of extinguishing the Indian title to a certain tract | was read twice, by unanimous consent. 
of country on the south side of the Missouri river,| Mr. Barsour asked and obtained leave to intro. 
and agreed thereto. duce a bill providing for the accommodation o 
The Senate, also, resumed the consideration of | the circuit court of the United States for Wash. 
the motion of the 23d instant, for instructing the | ington county, in the District of Columbia, and 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to | for the preservation of the records of said court: 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the mail | and the bill was read twice, by unanimous consent. 
to be conveyed in steamboats, and agreed thereto.| Mr-Smrirn, of Maryland, laid before the Senate 
The bill to repeal so much of an act, passed the | resolutions of the General Assembly of Maryland, 
18th April, 1806, as limits the price of certain lands | requesting their Senators and Representatives jn 
in the State of Tennessee, was read the second | Congress to use their best exertions to procure such 
ume. an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
The Senate took up the bill to provide for the | States, as will give Congress power to adopt and 
appointment of an additional judge for the Michi- | execute a system of internal improvement, to be 
gan Territory, and for other purposes. confined to great national purposes, with proper 
Mr. Epwarps stated to the Senate, at some | limitations; which were read, and laid on the 
length, the reasons which rendered an additional | table. 
judge necessary, to afford to all parts of that Terri-| ©The Prestpenr laid before the Senate a commv- 
tory the benefits of a court of justice. nication from the Governor of the State of Mary- 
Mr. Kino, of New York, and Mr. Homes, of | land, transmitting a copy of the report of the com- 
Maine, made some incidental remarks on the sub- | missioners appointed by the States of Maryland 
ject; after which the bill was ordered to a third | and Virginia to examine the affairs of the Poto- 
reading. mac Company, and survey the Potomac river; 
On motion, by Mr. Barron, which were read, and referred to the Committee 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | on Roads and Canals. 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief} Mr. Kine, of New York, presented the petition 
of Ebenezer Stevens, and others; and, no amend- | of Augustus Porter, and others, inhabitants of New 
ment having been made thereto, it was reported to | York, praying compensation for losses sustained 
the House, and ordered to be engrossed and read a | during the late war with Great Britain. The pe- 
third time. tition was read, and referred to the Committee of 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Claims. 
Who!e, the consideration of the bill for the bene- | 
fit of George Shannon; and, on motion, the fur- | 
ther consideration thereof was postponed until | 
Monday next. 
The Senate adjourned, to Monday. 





Tvespay, January 28. 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act to revive and continue in force certain acts 
S 1 for the adjustment of land claims in the Territory 
Monpay, January 27. | of Michigan,” reported the same, with an amend- 
Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, called up the me-| ment; which was read. 
morial of the General Assembly of the State of; Mr. Dickerson presented the petition of Phebe 
Louisiana, stating the pernicious consequences | Moore, administratrix of Stephen Moore, praying 
which had resulted to that State from the act of compensation for a vessel owned by him, taken 
Congress of 1819, providing that foreign coin | possession of and used by the United States, and 
should cease to be current in the United States, | captured by the enemy during the late war, in 
and praying that the said act be repealed.—Re- consequence thereof. The petition was read, and 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. J. also submitted the following motion for; The Prestpent laid before the Senate the me- 
consideration : ‘morial of John R. Williams. and others, a com- 
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Stevens, and others, was read a third time, and 
assed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide for the ap- 
pointment of an additional judge for the Michi- 
gan Territory, and for other purposes,” was read 
a third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Tay tor, of Virginia, from the committee 
to which was referred a resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, as it respects the election of President and 
Vice President of the United States, reported the 
following new draught as a substitute therefor : 


_—— 
mittee of the freehold inhabitants of the county of 
Wayne, in the. Territory of Michigan, represent- 
ing the inexpediency of any alteration in their 
present local government. The memorial was 
read, and laid on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresiDENT OF THE UNiTEp States: 


To the Senate of the United States : 
I transmit, herewith, a letter from the Secretary of 


the Navy, containing one from Captain John Rodgers, 
President of the Naval Board, accompanied by a de- 
scription of the inclined plane, dock, and fixtures for 
hauling up ships, and an estimate of the cost and ma- 
terials and workmanship necessary for the completion 


of a dock and wharves, proposed to be connected with 
the inclined plane constructed at the navy yard, Wash- 
ington, and recommend the same to the attentive con- 
sideration of Congress. 

It is confidently believed that this invention com- 
bines advantages so highly useful as to justify the ap- 
propriation required. . 
JAMES MONROE. 

The Message and accompanying documents 
were read, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of John Buhler, reported the same without | 
amendment. | 

Mr. Barton presented the petition of John Rush | 
and Samuel Conway, praying compensation for | 
Revolutionary services. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


| exercising the powers of the said office, within 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 


oy the United States of America in Congress assem- 
le 


d, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That the 


| following amendment of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States be proposed to the Legislatures of the sev- 
eral States, which, when ratified by three-fourths there- 


of, shall be a part of the said Constitution : 

The Electors of a President and Vice President shall 
meet on the day of next, preceding the ex- 
piration of the time for which the existing President 
may have been appointed, vote fora President and 
Vice President, and make two lists of the persons voted 
for to fill each office, to be signed and certified by them ; 








| one to be delivered, sealed, to the President of the Uni- 


ted States, or, if there is no President, to the person 





days thereafter, to be opened and examined by him; 
and if it shall appear that no person has received the 


' votes of a majority of the Electors appointed, the Presi- 


dent of the United States, or the person exercising the 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public | powers of the said office, shall, forthwith, by procla- 


Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled 


mation and by notifications to the Executives of each 


“An act to confirm certain claims to lots in the | State, pubish the number of votes given to each per- 


village of Peoria, in the State of Illinois,” reported | 


the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of Henry Johnson, of Ohio, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 


son as President; whereupon, the said Electors shall 
, next succeeding 





again meet on the —— day of 


| their first meeting, and vote for one of the two persons 
| as President, who shall have received the greatest num- 
| ber of votes for that office, at their first meeting ; or if 
| it should happen that more persons than two shall have 
| received the greatest number, and also an equal num- 


Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on Com- | per of votes, the said Electors shall vote for one of 


merce and Manufactures, to which the subjects | them as President. 


were referred, reported a bill to authorize the 
building a lighthouse at Cape Romain, in South 
Carolina, and placing floating lights in Delaware 


bay. The bill was read, and passed to the second | 


reading. 





The said Electors shall transmit 
the other list of votes for a President and Vice Presi- 
dent, at their first meeting, and also the list of the 
votes for a President at their second meeting, if it 
should take place, to the Seat of Government of the 
United States, signed and certified, under seal, directed 


The engrossed bill to authorize the purchase of | to the President of the Senate, who shall open the said 


a number of copies of the sixth volume of the | 


Laws of the United States, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Samuel 
Walker, and others, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Joseph 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of James McClung was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Samuel 
Hodgson was read a third time, and passed. 








ilcox was read a third time, and passed. 


lists, in the presence of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives ; and if it shall appear that any person 
has been duly elected President of the United States, 
according to the Constitution, such person shall be the 
President ; if not, and it shall appear that any person 
shall have received the greatest number and also a ma- 
jority of the votes of the said Electors, then the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives shall, immediately, 
by ballot, each member of both Houses giving one vote, 
proceed to elect a President from the persons duly voted 
for at the second meeting of the said Electors. Ama- 


| jority of all the members present at the said joint meet- 


ing of the Senate and House of Representatives, shall 


| be necessary to a choice of the President of the United 


The engrossed bill for the relief of Samuel F. | States, on the first ballot, after which a plurality of the 


ooker was read a third time, and passed. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of Ebenezer 


said votes shall decide the election. The person hav- 
ing the greatest number of votes as Vice President, 
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shall be the Vice President, if such number be a ma- 
jority of the whole number of Electors appointed ; and 
if no person shall have such majority, then, from the 
two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose 
the Vice President, as provided for by the Consti- 
tution. 








Mr. Eaton stated, at some length, the rea. 
sons which induced him to offer this resolution, 
Amongst the information given to the Senate 
or to the Committee of the Senate, by individual 
in Alexandria, touching the propriety of re-chay. 
tering a bank in that town, there were statement; 
by a Mr Linn and a Mr. Morgan, alleging tha 
loans toa large amount had been made by the 


Treasury Department to the Mechanics’ Bank 
The Presipent laid before the Senate a letter | and the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, the first of 


from Mr. Ca#sar A. Ropney, a member of the | which had lost its credit, and the latter was noto. 
Senate from the State of Delaware, resigning his | riously insolvent. These were substantially the 
seat in the Senate, in consequence of his accept- | facts on which Mr. E. was induced to offer the 
ance of the office of Minister Plenipotentiary to the | resolution. He knewof no law which authorized 
Government of Buenos Ayres; which letter being | such loans, and presuming that the public money 
read, it was, on motion of Mr. Van Dyke, ordered | could not be loaned out without the authority of 
that the President of the Senate transmit to the | a law, he thought it due to the officer whose con- 
Executive of the State of Delaware information | duct was implicated by the above statements, as 
of the resignation of Mr. Ropney. well as to his own fidelity to his trust, as the cir- 

The Presipent laid before the Senate a letter | cumstances had come to his knowledge, to pro- 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | pose the inquiry—disclaiming, positively and re- 
the annual statement of payments made during the | peatedly, being actuated in this, or any other act 
year 1822, in discharge of miscellaneous claims ; | of his, in this body, by personal feelings or con- 
of contracts relative to lighthouses, &c.; of pur- | siderations. 
chases and contracts by collectors of the revenue | Mr. Lowrie, of Pennsylvania, suggested to the 
during 1821; and the expenditures on account of | mover the propriety of extending the inquiry back 
sick and disabled seamen. to the year 1800, to ascertain what had been the 

Mr. Barron presented the petition of Taylor | practice of the Treasury in relation to its bank 
Berry, praying that he may be allowed to surren- | deposites and their transfer; for, although he would 
der his title to a tract of land, in Missouri, derived | not dispute about terms, the proper designation of 
from the United States, but contested at law, and | what were by Mr. E. called loans, was nothing 
that he may enter an equal quantity of land, which more nor less than deposites, made from time to 
will be free from litigation. The petition was read, | time by the Treasury in different banks, as its 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | own convenience or other circumstances might 

message from the House of Representatives | require. He would prefer that the resolution 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | should be so framed as that the practice of the 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the better organization | Treasury, in regard to transfers of deposites, should 
of the District Court of the United States within | be disclosed back to the year 1800. 
the State of Louisiana;” in which bill they re-| Mr. Eaton subsequently consented so to alter 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. the resolution. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the! Messrs. Smrrn of Maryland, Evuiorr, Houmes 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, to of Maine, and Luioyp of Maryland, each offered 
which was referred the petition of Samuel Harri- | some remarks, in part, as to the supposed practice 
son, agent for the heirs of Captain Jonathan Car- of the Treasury, in relation to such matters, but 
ver, praying for the recognition and confirmation principally to express their regret that Mr. E. 
of an Indian deed fora large tract of land near should have accompanied the resolution, which 
St. Anthony’s Falls, on the Mississippi; and, also, | no one would have objected to, with an exhibition 
the petition of the Rev. Samuel Peters, LL. D., | of the ex parte and perhaps sinister statements of 
who claims said tract of land as assignee of the individuals, and with any comments on them at 
heirs of said Captain Carver, and prays that he | this stage of inquiry, all calculated to make in- 
may be permitted to take possession of the same; | jurious impressions which might turn out to be 
and, in concurrence therewith, resolved, that the | unfounded. 
prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. | Mr. Macon desiring, as the subject was brought 


up, of which, however, he was entirely ignorant, 
TREASURY LOANS. e| that the whole history of the practice of the Trea- 
The Senate took up the following resolution, | sury in regard to this kind of business should be 
offered on Friday last by Mr. Earon of Tennessee: , made known from the commencement of the Gov- 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | ™ment, moved that the resolution be so amended 
requested to inform the Senate if any loans of money, , 28 to extend the inquiry back to the 3d day ot 
to any amount, and for what purpose, have been | March, 1789. This modification was agreed to 
made from the Treasury to any individuals or banking | by the Senate, and then the resolution was adopted. 
institution, since the Ist day of January, 1818, and | GEORGIA MILITIA CLAIMS. 
whether such loans, so made, have yet been repaid, | “ ; te 
or in any manner adequately secured, so that the | The Senate took up the report of the er eet 
Government may and will ultimately be satisfactorily |tee on Military Affairs on the subject of the 


reimbursed. ‘claims of the State of Georgia for militia ser- 





Wepnespay, January 29. 
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JANUARY, 1823. Georgia Militia. Claims. Ronee. 





—————— nd 
yices, rendered under orders of the President of | conclusion that the claim is just, and ought to be 
the United States during the years 1792, ’3, and | paid. 

4, which report concludes with a resolution to/ In demonstrating the right to support and pro- 
instruct the Military Committee to report a bill | tection, it can scarcely be Sa to point the 
appropriatin $129,375 66, in full discharge of | attention of the Senate to the Articles of Confed- 
the militia claims of Georgia. eration, which declare, in so many words, “that 

On the question of agreeing to this resolution, |‘ no State shall engage in any war without the 
a debate arose, which continued nearly three | ‘ consent of Congress, unless such State be actually 
hours, in which Messrs. Ware, Extiorr, Cuanp- | ‘ invaded, or shall have received advice of a cer- 
ier, Rucoves, Hotmes, of Maine, Lowrie, Wit- |‘ tain resolution being formed by some nation of 
uiams of Tennessee, Smiru of Maryland, and |‘ Indians to invade such State,” and that all 
BaRTON, engaged—the two first named gentle- | charges and expenses incurred “for the common 
men entering into it most extensively in support | defence or general welfare, shall be defrayed out 
of the claim. |of a common Treasury.” Still less necessary, 

Mr. Ware, of Georgia, delivered the following | perhaps, may it be considered for me to advert to 
remarks : the'provision in the Constitution, giving to Con- 

The subject presented by the report of the Com- | gress the power of calling out the militia in all 
mittee not only involves principles of primary im- | cases of insurrection, invasion, &c., and to the 
portance, but is one of feeling and interest to that | several laws passed by Congress, under the gen- 
section of the country whence I come. The par- | eral Constitutional power, investing the President 
ties in interest, through the Legislature of Georgia, | with full and pleuary authority to call out the 
have memorialized Congress in strong but respect- | militia in all cases where the safety and security 
ful language, and to you they confidently look for lof a State rendered the exercise of such power 
that justice, which, heretofore, has been withheld | necessary. These are axioms and principles with 
from them. | which the Senate must he familiar. 

In venturing, sir, to urge upon the consideration | Considering Georgia, then, as a member of the 
of the Senate a recognition of the claim of Geor- | Union, she was entitled to the support and pro- 
gia, in behalf of a portion of her citizens, for | tection of the General Government, whenever her 
militia services, rendered under circumstances of | rights or sovereignty were invaded, or likely to be, 
peculiar danger and peril, I should, but for the | or her peace and tranquillity disturbed by a bellig- 
confidence I have in the justice and integrity of | erent Power. It should, sir, be recollected that, at 
that claim, feel much embarrassment resulting | the period of time which gave birth to the claim 
from its ancient date. But believing that neither | under ~consideration, the frontiers of Georgia, 
time, nor a protracted delay of justice, can impair | nearly four hundred miles in extent, were bordered 
the obligation imposed by duty and honor, and | by a race of people whose ruling and predominant 
that it can only be necessary for an American | passion was war, and who readily embraced every 
Congress to be satisfied of the correctness of a | opportunity to satiate a jealous and revengeful 
claim, to insure the enactment of a law making | disposition with the blood of the innocent. Against 
provision for it, lam encouraged to make an effort | those savages, who were numerous and warlike, 
in support of the appeal made by that State, | the State, with a thin population and limited re- 
which I have the honor in part to represent. In | sources, had to defend herself. Being, however, 
this attempt, I cannot be insensible of my own | a child of the Republic, and having contributed 
inability to render that justice to the subject | her full proportion in the achievement and estab- 
which its character and merits emphatically re- | lishment of the American Independence, she, of 
quire; and laboring, as I do, under the influence | right, claimed that support and protection, due 
of much debility, produced by indisposition, I | her as a member of the confederation. If, there- 
should most certainly decline an argument, but | fore, her situation was such as to require the pro- 
from a sense of imperious duty. tecting arm of the General Government to shield 

In the elucidation of the subject, I propose to | her from immediate or pending danger, the prin- 
consider how far the State of Georgia was enti- | ciple for which I am contending must be conceded. 
tled to the support and protection of the General | Previously however to inquiring into the second 
Government in all cases of necessity. To show | division of the subject, to wit, that of necessity, 
that, at the period of time to which the report re- | permit me to ask, what are the peculiar circum- 
fers, the necessity actually existed: That the | stances under which this claim is presented, and 
President of the United States invested the Ex-! under which an appeal is made to. your magnan- 
ecutive of Georgia with discretionary power and imity and justice? Ata time when neither sex 
authority to call into service such portions of the | nor infancy afforded security against unprovoked 
militia as the exigency required: That, under the | massacre and slaughter, when the most harassing 
then existing circumstances, the Governor was | hostilities were carried on against the unprotected 
authorized by the Constitution of the United | frontier settlements of Georgia, under practices of 
States to draw into service such parties of the | Indian barbarity and warfare, calculated to arouse 
militia as, in his discretion and judgment, the | all the feelings of hatred and vengeance, and the 
safety of the State, and the inhabitants thereof, | utmost abhorrence and detestation against the au- 
demanded; and that the services were actually | thorsand perpetrators of such cruelty, the Executive, 
performed. If, sir, these several grounds can be | with a becoming vigilance and promptitude, and 
sustained, the mind must be irresistibly led to the | witha single eye to the public weal, communicated 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—6 
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to the President the helpless and exposed situation 
of the frontier settlements, and the necessity of 
eet and decisive measures. Asa faithful sen- 
tinel he discharged his duty ; and to his energy of 


friendly and hostile; that murders and othe 
wrongs had been committed by them; that there 
was but little expectation of avoiding a general 
war with them ; that already blood had been spilt 
in every direction, and that such was the havoc 
and carnage making by them, that retaliation by 
open war became the only resort. Will stronge; 





character and celerity in movements, Georgia is 

indebted for the preservation of the lives of many 

of her citizens. And shall it now be contended, 

that, after that State had relinquished to the | or more conclusive evidence, demonstrating the 
General Government a large portion of the rights | existence of necessity, be called for or expected? 
of self-government and protection; after having | I presume that the evidence afforded by these Jet. 
yielded that allegiance which was to be considered | ters will satisfy the most sceptical on this branch 
the sure guarantee of life, liberty, and property, | of the subject. 

that her Recalls memorial is to be disregarded;| I am aware, sir, that there exists some diversity 
that her militia are to go unrequited for import- 
ant services performed under circumstances of dis- 
tressing hardship, privation, and danger? No, 
_ sir, this cannot be! The principles of common 
and ordinary justice forbid it—the sacred charter ; 
which binds us together, and cements the bond of 
union and affection, declares against it; and I 
will not believe that this Senate, justly celebrated 
for its wisdom, justice, and magnanimity, will 
close the door against these much injured and 
much oppressed claimants. Too long have they 
been knocking at the doog of justice; their patience 
has become nearly exhausted, and it is high time 
that you should hearken to their solicitations, and 
put a period to their sufferings. 


of opinion as to the third proposition, which | 
consider desirable, although not indispensably pe 
cessary to reconcile. That the President invested 
the Governor with a discretionary power to call 
into service such portions of the militia as he 
might deem expedient and necessary for defensive 
purposes, is fairly deducible from the letters of the 
Secretary of War to his Excellency. Although 
this inquiry may not be interesting to the Senate, 
yet I ask their indulgence, whilst I endeavor to 
lay before them the evidence by which I propose 
to establish the fact. By the letter of the Secre- 
tary of War to the Governor, of the 27th October, 
1792, we find the following language: “ ‘That, if 
‘the information which you may receive, shall sub- 
But, sir, permit me to show more particularly | ‘ stantiate clearly any hostile designs of the Creeks 
the nature and character of the necessity which | ‘ against the frontiers of Georgia, you will be pleased 
induced the Executive of Georgia to call on the | ‘ to take the most effectual measures for the defence 
President of the United States for assistance. To | ‘ thereof as may be in your power, and which the 
do this, it becomes necessary to bring to the view | ‘ occasion may require.” The evidence contained 
of the Senate the correspondence between the | in this letter derives strength and support from the 
Government and the Secretary of War. Those | letter of the Secretary of War,of the 10th of June, 
parts of the correspondence which bear more im- | 1793, wherein he observes “that the State of 
mediately on this point, are the letters of the 22d |‘ Georgia being invaded, or in imminent danger 
of May, 1792, 29th April, 1793, and the 8th of |‘ thereof, the measures taken by your Excellency 
a following. ‘may be considered as indispensable. Youare the 
he letters, addressed to the Secretary of War, | ‘ judge of the degree of danger, and of its duration, 
clearly show the hostile disposition of the Creeks | ‘and will undoubtedly proportion the defence to 
and Daisck ees, and the havoc, carnage, and de- |‘ the exigencies.”” Contemporaneously with the 
struction, that marked their frequent incursions | date of this letter, the Secretary of War, consid- 
into the State. The unprotected situation of the | ering the dangerous situation in which Georgia 
frontiers invited aggression, and the predatory and | was placed, and the incursions to which she was 
sanguinary depredations of a dark and insidious | exposed, writes to the Executive of South Caro- 
enemy, whose track was to be traced by biood and | lina, and advises him that he is “ directed by the 
desolation, cried aloud for vengeance. And, al- | ‘ President to request your Excellency that, in case 
though those nations did not rise in the strength | ‘the frontiers of Georgia should be seriously in- 
of their power, and penetrate the country en masse, | ‘ vaded by large bodies of hostile Indians, that you 
yet numerous parties of the most daring and fero- | ‘ would, upon the request of the Governor of said 
cious assailed us at the most vulnerable points. | ‘ State, direct such parties of militia of South Car- 
The Executive had not, therefore, to rely solely ; ‘ olina to march to the assistance of Georgia, as the 
on the opinion of others, as to a hostile disposition | ‘ case may require; for the expenses of which the 
but he had before him many overt acts, which ieft |‘ United States will be responsible.” 
behind the melancholy evidence of rapacity and | __ Will it be pretended that the Treasury of the 
cruelty. I will not attempt to portray the heart- | United States shall be open to the claims of the 
rending scenes of misery and distress, which the | South Carolina militia, and forever barred against 
unhappy survivors of butchered friends and con- | the claims of the Georgia militia, for similar ser- 
nexions were forced to witness. Nor indeed can | vices and for similar purposes? Why draw a line 
it be important or necessary to glance at such | of demarkation, and exclude the demands of thie 
painful occurrences, except for the purpose of | one and not those of the other? I know of no 
showing the strong motives which influenced the | geographical distinctions, in the rights of indi- 
Governor to appeal to the President for assistance. | viduals or States, in our country, and it is adverse 
He informs the President, by the letter already re- | to the nature and principles of our Government 
ferred to, that the Creeks and Cherokees are un- | that there should be. If, indeed, the cases be sus- 
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% Janvary, 1823. 
a ceptible of a distinction, I would be inclined to 
- make it in favor of that State which, by unpropi- 
Tal tious circumstances, became the immediate,theatre 
lt of war and rapine. But in principle, sir, there 
vt exists no difference nor the slightest shade of one; 
by ali such services should be disposed of according | 
ser to one general and uniform rule, and the same | 
- measure of justice meted out to one, ought to be 
rn extended to theother. Such a course is demanded 
= by the Constitution, laws, and policy, of our coun- | 
ch try and Government. That such has been the | 
course in the case before you, may be accounted 
y for on the ground of unavoidable delay in making 
out and forwarding the estimates of services, pay, 
? and muster rolls, and to the circumstance of the 
Secretary of War having gone out of office before 
: the accounts were settled, or any decision had 
. thereon. 
: I think proper to remark, that, on the receipt of | 
h the first estimates, the accountant required expla- 


pations relative to the claims, and afterwards a 
certificate from the Governor, that the militia had 
been called into service for the defensive protec- 
tion of the frontiers. This requirement carries 


ment considered itself bound to pay the claim, 
rovided it had accrued for militia services per- 
ormed in defence of the State; otherwise, such a 


the Secretary of War, of the 6th of August, 1795, 


‘estimate of services, about which my predecessor 
‘doubted, I have looked into, and think they must 
‘be generally admitted ;” and in the following Sep- 
tember, assures the Governor “that money for 
‘ paying the Georgia militia is preparing to be for- 
‘ warded.” 

I have thus endeavored to show that the Presi- 
dent did invest the Governor with full and plen- 
ary powers, to be exercised according to his dis- 
cretion, in repelling the Indians and protecting the 
frontiers of the State; and that this discretion had 
not been used till the repeated outrages of the 
savages rendered it indispensably necessary. 

But, sir, the claim to compensation would not 
be impaired, if the evidence derived from the let- 
ters of the Secretary of War, should be considered 
insufficient to prove the grant of a discretionary 
power; for, under the then existing state of 
things, the Governor was fully authorized, by the 
Constitution of the United States, to exercise such 


discretion as he considered necessary for the de- | 
By the fourth | 


fensive protection of the State. 
section of the fourth article of that instrument, the 


United States not only guaranties to every Statea | 
republican form of government, but also guaranties | 


a protection against invasion; and, by the tenth 
section of the first article of the same instrument, 
it is expressly provided, “that no State shall en- 
gage in any war unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.” 
Now, sir, if the circumstances developed by the 
evidence are to be regarded, if the rays of light 
reflected by the correspondence are not shut out 
from our understanding, the mimd must be per- 
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with it strong internal evidence that the Govern- | 


requisition would have been idle and nugatory. | 
This presumption is corroborated by the letter of | 


to the Governor, wherein he states “ that the large | 
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| fectly satisfied that the Executive acted within the 
| pale of the Constitution, in calling out the militia, 
and by that instrument was completely sheltered 
and protected. Having, therefore, acted in strict 
conformity to the Constitution, and, as I would 
respectfully contend, to the letter of instructions, 
I cannot perceive any just reason why the claim 
should not be paid. 

I apprehend that the performance of the services 
will not be contested. The letters of the agent 
for supplying the troops in Georgia, of the 23d 
| April, 1793, and the 30th of the same month and 
year, afford abundant evidence that he had caused 
rations to be issued ; and it will not be denied that 
| rations and pay have been heretofore considered 
inseparable ; and most certainly, the soldier who 
is entitled to the one, claims the other as a matter 
‘of right. This fact being conceded, it follows, as 
a necessary consequence, that the claim is just, and 
should be paid. 

The amount due for services is no longer a mat- 
ter of speculative opinion. The estimates prepared 
and forwarded by the then acting agent of the 
War Department in Georgia, to the Secretary of 
War, and now on file, attest and prove the precise 
amount; and it is for the payment of that sum 
that the committee have made a report in favor 
of the claimants. 

But, sir, I learn that I have to combat a pre- 
judice resulting from the opinion of Mr. Attorney 
General Lincoln, on the construction of the com- 
pact or articles of cession made by Georgia to the 
United States in 1802, and who, on that occasion, 
acted as one of the United States’ Commissioners. 

It is with diffidence and profound respect, that 
I venture to impugn the opinion of a distinguished 
jurist on the legal import of words, and the cor- 
rect and proper construction to be given to an in- 
'strument of writing. By that instrument, the 
| State of Georgia “ ceded to the United States all 
| the right, title, and claim, which the said State 
| has to the jurisdiction and soil of the lands situ- 
‘ated within” certain boundaries, upon certain and 
| express conditions. The United States, on her 
| part, covenants and agrees “to pay at their Trea- 
'sury one million two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars to the State of Georgia, as a consideration 
| for the expenses incurred by the said State, in re- 
| lation to the said territory.” By the construction 
given, Mr. Lincoln considers that the militia 
claim of Georgia formed an item of the expenses 
which the one million two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars was intended to cover and extin- 
guish. The true and legitimate construction can 
|only be made to apply to such expenses as had 
been incurred by Georgia as a State or Sove- 
reignty, and those too as applicable to the territory 
ceded. The present claim is for services rendered 
in protecting the frontiers of the inhabited parts 
of the State—it is an individual claim for personal 
services, performed under proper authority, which 
it was not competent for the State to relinquish 
to the General Government, without making pay- 
ment herself, or by virtue of the authority of the 
claimants. She has uniformly protested against 
all liability, and it will not be pretended that she 
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was authorized to make a relinquishment of the | the merits of the question under discussion, | wil] 
claim. Such a presumption would be counter- | attempt to remove some unfounded prejudices 
acted by the certificate of the Georgia Commis- | which o pose themselves to an impartial investi. 
sioners, who on a former occasion stated to a/ gation. That these militia claims were not finally 
committee in the House of Representatives, that | adjusted under General Wasaincron’s adminis- 
the militia claim was not embraced in the articles | tration, seems to have excited strong suspicions 
of cession. I trust, therefore, that, in this view of | against them. It is true they were not paid b 
the subject, and especially after so great a lapse of | the Administration which directed the service, 
time, gentlemen will not expect that the particular | But it is evident, from the documents now in pos- 
items swelling the amount of expenses to one | session of the Senate, that, as far as any opinion 
million two Eundied and fifty thousand dollars, | was expressed upon them, by that Administration, 
are at hand, and ready to be produced. This was it was in favor of their validity. In relation to 
@ proper subject for the Commissioners, and not | this subject, the Secretary of War, in August, 
now properly inquirable into. But, sir, if it can | 1795, wrote thus to the agent of the War Depart- 
afford any gratification to honorable gentlemen, I | ment, then in Georgia: -“ The large estimate for 
have it in my power to show, from the laws of | ‘ services, about which my pesetone doubted, | 
Georgia, some data by which an imperfect judg- | ‘ have looked into, and will immediately further 
ment may be formed as to the expenses to which |‘ examine. From the complexion of these claims, 
the State had been subjected. For a long series | ‘ connected with the Governor’s certificate, which 
of years, that State had been driven to the neces- | ‘ I received, enclosed in your letter of the 23d of 
sity of frequently calling out parties of militia, in | ‘ June, I am inclined to think they must be gene- 
ecnsequence of Indian hostilities, and the expenses | ‘ rally admitted.” And, in the following Septem- 
incurred were doubtless heavy and burdensome. | ber, he assured the Governor, “that money for 
In the year 1787, the Indians, by their repeated | paying the Georgia militia” was “ preparing to 
acts of cruelty and barbarity, obliged the Legisla- be forwarded.” In the first of these communica- 
ture to pass a law authorizing the raising of two | tions, the probability of the admission of these 
iments, each to consist of seven hundred and | claims is strongly intimated; while in the last, 
fifty men. These regiments were raised for the | it would seem they were admitted. For the as- 
purpose of suppressing Indian violences, and were | surance of the Secretary that money for the pay- 
to remain in service till peace and tranquillity | ment of them was preparing to be forwarded, isa 
were restored. Over and above the regular pay, | pretty clear admission, that the amount about to 
each officer and soldier was to be entitled to a | be forwarded was found to be due. Yet, sir, they 
bounty land warrant, to be located on the unlo- | were not paid! And it ean be accounted for only 
cated territory of the State. The bounty to the offi- | on the grounds suggested by the agent of the War 
cers was graduated according to rank, and toeach | Department, in his report, on this subject. “ That, 
militia soldier the quantity of six hundred and |‘ from the peculiar circumstances of the Govern- 
forty acres was allowed. On the return of peace, | ‘ ment at that time, the attention of the Secretary 
the bounty land warrants were issued, as well as | ‘at War was wholly occupied on other objects, 
audited certificates of the amount of pay dueeach | ‘ and he left the Department before any decision 
officer and soldier. By a subsequent law, these |‘ was made.” But the omission to settle these 
bounty land warrants and audited certificates of | claims under such circumstances, furnishes no 
outstanding evidences of debt, were made receiv- | legitimate conclusion against their validity. 
able in payment of fractions reserved to the State| Again, it is objected to these claims, by the 
in the first land lottery. | honorable member from Maine, that, in point of 
Besides this, the State had been obliged to hold | fact, they do not exist ; having been extinguished 
frequent treaties with the Indians, commencing as | by the articles of cession, under which Georgia 
far back as the year 1773, for the purpose of re- | ceded to the United States the territory southward 
storing peace, fixing on temporary boundary lines, | and westward of her present chartered limits. 
and demarking their hunting ground ; and, having | And in support of this position, a letter is intro- 
some little experience on the subject of Indian | duced, written by Mr. Lincoln, one of the United 
treaties, you can readily imagine that the expenses | States’ Commissioners on that occasion. This 





which the State had to sustain were not inconsid- | letter was originally addressed to a committee of 
erable. The statute book of that State shows that | the House of Representatives, appointed in 1803, to 
twenty ee dollars at one time, and fifteen | examine these claims, and is printed with their oe 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six at another, | port. It will be necessary to bring again to the 
were appropriated for the purpose of carrying one | notice of the Senate the material parts of this let- 
- va treaties ee. I cannot believe | ter. After assuring the cofnmittee that he os 
that this inquiry is by any means important. I | no authority to determine the question put to him 
have gone into it solely for the purpose of satisfying | by their chairman, in relation to the claims sub- 
some gentlemen who expressed to me a desire to | mitted to their examination, and that he could only 
receive some information relative to this part of | state to them his “private ideas and recollections,” 
the subject. Mr. Lincoln thus proceeds: 

When Mr. W. had concluded— tt. ha expenses incurred by the State, for which the 

Mr Ettiorr, of Georgia, addressed the Chair | $1,250,000 is to be paid as a consideration, appears to 
as follows : | me to be a description so extensive, by the mere force 

Before I make any observations in relation to ' of the terms, as fo include every species of expense 
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which had been previously incurred by the same State 
having any relation to the ceded territory, exclusively, 
or to it in common with what now constitutes that 
State. I know of no principles of construction which 
can so limit the description of expenses, expressed in 
the treaty of cession, as to exclude therefrom any 
which were then considered, by either party, as charge- 
able on the United States for the past military defen- 
sive operations of Georgia. Although, in the sense of 
the convention, ‘ said territory’ means the ceded ter- 
ritory, as distinguished from the remaining territory of 
the State, yet, at the time of incurring the said ex- 

ses, both territories were considered as undivided 
parcels of an entire whole. And, of course, any de- 
fensive operations in one part had relation to the other, 
as included in the whole, and were, in fact, thus an 
expense for the defence of both. Further, the $1,- 
250,000 is expressly for expenses incurred. If ex- 
penses to this amount had not been incurred, at the 
time of making the cession, exclusively on account of 
the ceded territory, the presumption is strong that the 
allowance was not made merely in consequence of such 
expenses, but in consideration of those incurred on 
some common ground. Indeed, I have no recollection 
of any expenses exclusively on account of the ceded 
territory having been stated by the commissioners on 
the part of ““eorgia, while in treaty with them. In 
reference to your other queries, ‘ whether the commis- 
sioners considered the present claims satisfied by the 
convention,’ and ‘ what in fact were the particular 
expenses referred to,’ in the above construed passage, 
I can only state my own impressions.” 


Mr. Lincoln then goes on to state some cir- 
cumstances, out of which these impressions grew ; 
but “not recollecting precisely the words which 
either party made use of on this occasion,” he 
could not say that those impressions were correct. 

Throughout the whole of this communication, 
Mr. Lincoln asserts nothing positively, but is im- 
pressed with a belief, from the extensiveness of 
the terms used in the treaty, viz: “as a considera- 
tion for the expenses incurred by said State in re- 
lation to said Territory,” that the sum paid by the 
United States must have been in satisfaction of 
these among other claims against the State of 
Georgia. Now, the sum contracted to he paid to 
the State of Georgia, in the articles of cession, is 
expressly declared to be for “ expenses incurred by 
said State, in relation to said Territory.” But the 
State never acknowledged these militia services as 
a debt against her. No legislative act can be found, 
either on the statute books of the State, or on file, 
to authorize this service. Nor has the State, either 
directly or indirectly, ever assumed to pay these 
claims. These are the claimsof individuals, for per- 
sonal services rendered to the United States, and, 
not coming-.under the general phrase of “ expenses 
incurred by said State, in relation to said Territory,” 
could not have been provided for by the contracts 
of cession. Mr. Lincoln’s whole reasoning, then, 
resting on the gratuitous assumption that this ser- 
vice is a debt of the State, is palpably erroneous, 
and necessarily conducts to a deceptive conclusion. 
But, in opposition to Mr. Lincoln’s reasoning and 
impressions on the subject, we haye the positive 
and explicit declaration of all of the commission- 
€rs on the part of Georgia. For, in the report to 
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which Mr. Lincoln’s letter is annexed, the commit- 
tee say, “ the commissioners on the part of Georgia 
‘sent also to the committee a certificate, under 
‘ their hands, in which they explicitly deelare that 
‘the militia services, which are the basis of the 
‘ present application, were not at all contem 

‘asa part of the consideration expressed in the 
‘articles of cession.” Can there now remain a 
doubt, in the mind of any honorable member, in 
relation to the facts at issue? Here are three gen- 
tlemen who assert positively against the mere im- 
pressions of a fourth! I take this to be conclusive 
against the supposition of the extinguishment of 
these claims, under the articles of cession. Hav- 
ing thus attempted to remove the prejudices which 
existed against these claims, I ask the attention of 
the Senate to a few remarks on their merits; and, 
that I may be the more distinctly understood, I 
submit two propositions, viz: 

ist. Militia services are entitled to remuneration 
from the National Treasury, whenever they have 
been rendered in obedience to a call of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. ; 

2dly. They are equally entitled to compensa- 
tion, when rendered under the authority of the 
Governor of a State, provided “ such State is in- 
vaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay.” 

The Constitution of the United States makes it 
the duty of the General Government “to provide 
for the common defence ;” and powers commen- 
surate to this object are liberally given in various 
parts of that instrument. Hence, Congress is au- 
thorized “to raise and support armies; to declare 
‘war; to provide and maintain a navy; and to 
‘ provide for calling out the militia to execute the 
‘laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
‘repel invasions.” But the Constitutional organ 
to apply this power, is the President of the United 
States. Accordingly, since the year 1789, by a 
succession of acts, have Congress fully empowered 
the President to call into service such portions of 
the militia, for the purpose of protecting the fron- 
tiers, and repelling Indian hostilities, as he should 
think necessary. And, in the act of the 2d May, 
it is expressly provided, “that, whenever the Uni- 
‘ted States shall be invaded, or in imminent dan- 
* ger of invasion from any foreign nation or Indian 
‘ tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
* United States to call forth such number of the 
‘ militia of the State or States, most convenient 
‘to the place of danger, or scene of action, as he 
‘ may judge necessary to repel such invasion ; and 
‘ to issue his orders for that purpose, to such offi- 
‘cer or officers of the militia as he shall think 
* proper.” 

It was competent, then, for the President to di- 
rect the defence of Georgia, through the agency 
of the Governor, whenever he became convinced 
that the situation of the State required the mea- 
sure. Of this necessity he was convinced, by the 
official representations he received from the Gov- 
ernor, and from the commandants of the Federal 
forces in Georgia, setting forth the houses which 
were destroyed, the property plundered, and the 
murders committed in various parts of the State. 





171 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. ‘ 172 


SENATE. Georgia Militia Claims. JANUARY, 1823, 
ia iets hae eheeeailiepiiinatatmmacndeenntuaniatinanidimi atin. 


—_ 


These representations, leaving no room to doubt | not admit of delay?” The verb to invade, from 
of the necessity of defensive measures, the Presi- | which invaded is derived, signifies to make a hos. 
dent of the United States did, on the 27th October, | tile entrance, to attack, to assail. The State 
1792, commit the defence of Georgia to the judg- | then, which is entered with hostile intentions, or 
ment and discretion of the Governor of that State. | is attacked, or assailed, is invaded, and, when 
{Here the Secretary’s letter was read, giving this | seriously threatened with immediate hostility, js 
power.} In this communication, Mr. President, | to be considered, in the language of the Consiity. 
we find this unequivocal passage: “If the infor- | tion, in such imminent ante as will not admit 
‘ mation which you may receive shall substantiate | of delay. And what was the actual situation of 
‘ clearly any hostile designs of the Creeks against | Georgia, at the period to which this inquiry js 
‘the frontiers of Georgia, you will be pleased to | directed? On the 29th of April, 1793, the Presi. 
‘take the most effectual measures for the defence | dent was informed by the Governor that, “from 
‘ thereof as may be in your power, and which the | ‘ the depositions of Benjamin Harrison and Frap- 
‘occasion may require.” Here the Governor is |‘ cis Pugh, and the information of Joseph Dabb, 





constituted not only the judge of the occasion for | ‘ there is little expectation of avoiding a general 
aay out the militia, but of the force to be em- |‘ war with the Creek and Cherokee Indians, 


ploye 


The whole militia force of the State is |‘ Blood has been spilt in every direction on the 


placed at his disposal for defensive purposes, should | ‘ extended frontier of this State, and one man 
the occasion require its employment; and of this | ‘ killed in Carolina.” And on the 8th of May, 


occasion he was to be the judge. 


Accordingly, in | he added, “such was the havoc and carnage by 


the due exercise of this discretion, various detach- |‘ the savages in every direction on our frontiers, 
ments of the militia were called into service for | ‘retaliation, by open war, became the only re- 


defensive purposes. These detachments were mus- 


‘sort. That the horrid barbarities committed, 


tered into service, and commanded by Federal |‘ (some recitals of which were enclosed,) had 


officers. 
ceived rations at the expense of the United States. 


And, as an indispensable evidence of their title to 


compensation, it was required of them that they 
should exhibit certificates from the Governor, set- 
ting forth their employment under his orders, and 
for defensive purposes. In the employment, then, 
of these militia, I cannot resist the conclusion, that 
the Governor of Georgia acted under the author- 
ity, and was the agent of the President; that, as 
such, the service was rendered to the United 
States, and that they are bound to make compen- 
sation. 

. But, this point having been minutely examined 
by my colleague, I will not fatigue the attention 
of the Senate by a further investigation of it, but 
pass to the consideration of the second proposi- 
tion, viz: militia services are “entitled to com- 
‘ pensation from the General Government, when 
‘ rendered under the authority of the Governor of 
‘a State, provided such State is invaded, or is in 
‘such imminent danger, as will not admit of 
‘ delay.” 

Although the Constitution has committed the 
defence of the country generally to the Federal 
Government, yet, among the reserved rights of 
the States, is the one to defend themselves under 
particular emergencies. Accordingly, we find, in 
the last clause of the tenth section of the first arti- 
cle of that instrument, these words: “No State 
‘shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any 
‘ duty on tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in 
‘ time of peace, enter into any agreement or com- 
‘ pact with another State, or with a foreign Pow- 
‘ er, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or, 
‘in such imminent danger as will not admit of 
‘ delay.” 

Whenever, therefore, a State is invaded, or is 
in such imminent danger thereof as will not ad- 
mit of delay, it may, constitutionally, defend it- 
self. But, sir, what is the import of the phrase 
“invaded, or in such imminent danger as will 


They were supplied with arms, and re- |‘ compelled him to cause the additional aid of 


‘six troops of horse to be drawn into service.” 
And, on the 10th of June, in reply to this com- 
munication, the Secretary of War said to the Goy- 
ernor, “ The State of Georgia being invaded, or 
|*in imminent danger thereof, the measures taken 
‘ by your Excellency may be considered as indis- 
'*pensable. You are the judge of the degree of 
‘ danger and of its duration, and will undoubtedly 
* proportion the defence to the exigencies. The 
' President, however, expresses his confidence that 
‘as soon as the danger which has induced you to 
‘ call out so large a body of troops shall have sub- 
‘ sided, you will reduce the troops to the existing 
‘ state of things, provided the safety of the fron- 
‘tiers will admit it.” And, as if apprehensive 
that the militia of Georgia would not be equal to 
the impending crisis, this communication was ac- 
companied by a letter to the Governor of South 
Carolina, directing him to aid in the defence of 
Georgia, should the Governor of that State re- 
quest it, and that the United States would be re- 
sponsible for the expenses. It is evident, then, 
both from the facts, as disclosed in this case, and 
from the President’s opinion expressed upon them, 
that Georgia was not only in imminent danger of 
invasion at this period by the Indians, but was 
actually invaded. Consequently, the Governor 
was authorized to defend the State by calling out 
and employing the militia for that purpose, as well 
under the Constitution as by the opinion of the 
President, communicated to him on the existing 
state of things. It is true the President expressed 
a wish that the number of troops might be re- 
duced ; but added, immediately, “provided the 
safety of the frontiers will admit it.” But, sir, the 
safety of the frontiers did not admit it; and I will 
proceed to show why the frontier continued to be 
so endangered as not to admit of a reduction of 
the troops. With a sparse population, Georgia 
had four hundred miles of territory to defend! 
Along this whole line were to be found the rude 
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settlements of hostile savages! The Cherokees 
were a frank, a warlike, and an intrepid people. 
The Creeks were a cunning, insidious, and mur- 
derous tribe. With the former it might have 
been possible to maintain peace by conciliation ; 
but force alone could guard you against the treach- 
ery and ferocity of the latter. Headed by McGil- 
livray, an artful, vindictive, half-blood chief, who 
had sworn vengeance against Georgia, on account 
of the loss of his father’s property, (which had 
been confiscated by the State for his adherence to 
the enemy during the war of the Revolution,) 
they had thoroughly imbibed his spirit, and were 
the fit instruments of his revenge. As early as 
the year 1789, this nation commenced unprovoked 
hostilities against the frontiers of Georgia; and, 
although a treaty was concluded with McGilli- 
vray, at New ork, in 1790, whose sole object 
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their persons wére harassed, their property was 
plundered, and many an hapless family buteh-- 
ered, because the policy of the General Govern- 
ment required the sacrifice, will you now refuse 
the price of that defence which your policy made 
necessary ? Will you now say to the honest mi- 
litiaman who has faithfully performed his duty, 
Although both the Constitution and the President 
of the United States did authorize the defence of 
Georgia, yet, as we believe the Governor might. 
have performed the service with fewer men, you. 
cannot be paid? No, sir, your policy made the 
service necessary. It has been faithfully, nay, 
painfully rendered, in obedience to the call of the 
constituted authorities; and the faith and the 
justice of the nation are pledged for the payment 
of the price. 

When Mr. Ettiorr had concluded, the ques- 


was the peace of that State, no sooner had the| tion was taken on the resolution, and it was 


presents been exhausted, which were given on 
that occasion as the price of the treaty, than the 
war was renewed with increased malevolence. 
In this situation, sir, it was the obvious policy of 
Georgia to have embodied a competent military 
force, and, by a prompt offensive movement, car- 
ried the war into the enemy’s country, and de- 
stroyed their towns and villages. This energy on 
the part of the State would either have insured a 
peace, or rendered the nation less powerful or 
arrogant in war. And to such an enterprise the 
militia of Georgia were fully competent; nay, 
sir, they were anxious for permission thus to chas- 
tise their savage invaders. But the State had it 
no longer in her power to nake war or conclude 
peace, this being an attribute of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, to which she had then recently given 
her assent. And, “from considerations of pol- 
icy,” at this critical period, relative to foreign 
Powers, and the pending treaty with the northern 
Indians, it was deemed advisable by the Presi- 
dent to avoid offensive expeditions into the Creek 
country. Ina word, all offensive movements, on 
the part of Georgia, against the Creek nation, 
were strictly inhibited by the General Govern- 
ment. The Governor, as was his duty, conformed 
to the orders of his Constitutional superior, and 
the ruthless invaders, whose hands were yet stained 
with the blood of those they had murdered, were 
thus sheltered from punishment the moment they 
had passed an imaginary line in a wilderness 
country! There, secure from pursuit, and left to 
enjoy undisturbed the fruits of their treachery, is 
it at all surprising the enemy sholld have contin- 
ued the unequal contest, and thus made necessary 
corresponding measures of defence? Sir, they 
did continue it,and with murderous effect, through- 
out the period to which this inquiry is directed. 
So severe was the pressure, for months, upon the 
eastern part of the State, that the whole frontier 
was broken up, and the retiring females and their 
children could be protected from massacre only 
by being immured in forts and blockhouses. And, 
Mr. President, if the citizens of Georgia acqui- 
esced in this course because it subserved the views 
and interests of the Union; if they patiently en- 
dured, for years, such a defensive war, in which 








agreed to without a count. 





Tuurspay, January 30. 


The Presipent communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of State, transmitting copies of the Di- 
gest of Manufactures, prepared and printed by 
order of a joint resolution of Congress of the last 
session. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, gave notice that 
to-morrow, he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
to revive and continue in force the seventh sec- 
tion of an act, entitled “ An act supplementary to 
the several acts for the adjustment of land claims 
in the State of Louisiana,” approved on the 11th 
May, 1820, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, gave notice that, to- 
morrow, he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
making an appropriation for the gradual armament 
of the new fortresses of the United States. 

The bill brought up yesterday, from the House 
of Representatives, for concurrence, was twice 
read by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to regulate the-collecting of debts in 
the District of Columbia, was read the second 
time, and referred to the same committee. 

The bill to continue in force the act, entitled 
“ An act to provide for reports of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court,” passed the third day of 
March, 1817,” was read the second time. 

The bill to authorize the building a lighthouse 
at Cape Romain, in South Carolina, and placing 
floating lights in Delaware Bay, was read the 
second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, to which was 
referred the petition of James Morrison, of Ken- 
tucky, and the further consideration thereof was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Lioyp, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of Robert Young and Richard Bland Lee, 
Judges of the Orphans’ Court of Alexandria aad 
Washington counties, in the District of Columbia, 
praying a revision of the existing laws in relation 
to the powers and duties of those courts. The 
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memorial was read, and referred to the Committee | of the bill from the House of Representatives j, 
on the District of Columbia. addition to the act providing for the prompt settle. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | ment of public accounts. 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief} Mr. Ruacues explained the objectvof the bil| 
of Samuel Buel ; and, on motion, it was laid on|and its expediency, (being a general bill to ay. 
the table. thorize the equitable settlement of accounts in the 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | office of the Third Auditor, in the absence of cer. 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An | tain evidence now required by the forms of that 
act to make perpetual an act passed the 3d day of | office, instead of requiring the individual in each 
March, 1817, entitled ‘ An act to continue in force | case to obtain the sanction of Congress for such 
an act, entitled ‘An act further to provide for the | settlement by a special law, as is and has been 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” | the practice heretofore.) He offered an amend- 
passed 3d day of March, 1815, and for other pur- | ment making the final reference, in case of disa- 


poses; and, on motion, the further consideration | greement, to the Second Comptroller instead of 


thereof was postponed until Wednesday next. 


the Secretary of War, as proposed by the bill; 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | which amendment was agreed to; and then 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act further to regulate the entry of merchandise 
imported into the United States from any adjacent 
territory ; and, on motion, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed until Monday next. 
The Senate resumed, as in Commitiee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act for laying out and making a road from the 


The bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

On motion of Mr. Dicxerson, the Senate took 
up (for the purpose of allowing Mr. D. to offer an 
amendment thereto) the resolution introduced by 
Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, an an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States as 


lower rapids of the Miami of” t okt: Terie tn the regards the election of the President of the Uni- 


western boundary of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve, in the State of Ohio, agreeably to the 
provisions of the Treaty of Brownstown,” together 
with the amendment reported thereto by the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals ; and, on motion, the 


further consideration thereof was postponed until | #8 2 


Monday next, 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. Lioyp, of Mas- 
sachusetts, took up, in Committee of the Whole, 


the bill for the erection of a monument over the | tyres of. three- 


tomb of the late Vice President, Elbridge Gerry. 


ted States. 

Mr. Dickerson then submitted the following, 
as a substitute for a resolution of Mr. Tay.or; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 

the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States, which, when ratified by the Legisla- 
fourths of the States, shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes, as part of the said Consti- 


Mr. Lioyp submitted a few remarks on the} tution: 


circumstances which had delayed this act until 


‘* That, for the purpose of choosing Representatives 


the present time, and moved to make the appro- | in the Congress of the United States, each State shall, 
priation of one thousand dollars, which was | by its Legislature, be divided into a number of dis- 


agreed to. 


tricts, equal to the number of Representatives to which 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for | Such State may be entitled. The districts shall be 


a third reading; and, having been reported en- 
grossed, it was read a third time, by unanimous 
consent, passed, and sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence. 


The Senate took up the resolution offered yes- 


terday by Mr. Ketty, of Alabama, which he 
modified to read as follows: 


formed of contiguous territory, and contain, as nearly 
as may be, an equal number of persons entitled by the 
Constitution to be represented, or of persons qualified 
to vote for members of the most numerous branch of 
the State Legislature. In each district, the persons 
qualified to vote shall choose one Representative. 
“That, for the purpose of choosing Electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States, the 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be | petsons qualified to vote for Representatives in each 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of dividing district shall choose one Elector; and, at the same 
the State of Alabama into two judicial districts ; and, | time, the two additional Electors, to which each 
also, into the expediency of providing by law for hold- | State is entitled, shall be chosen by the persons 





ing a district court of the United States at Hunts- | 80 qualified to vote, in such manner as the Legislature 


ville. 

Mr. Ke ty offered a few remarks in explana- 
tion, referring to the geographical circumstances 
of the State, the remoteness of the great body of 
those who were sued by non-residents of the State, 
from the present seats of justice, the burdensome 
expenses this threw upon them, as the marshal 
charged his fees by mileage, &c., 
propriety of the change he proposed. 

he resolution was agreed to. 


of the State shall direct. The Electors, when con- 
vened at the time and place prescribed by law for the 
purpose of voting for President and Vice President of 
the United States, shall have power, in case any of 
them shall fail to attend, to choose an Elector or Elec- 
tors, in place of him or them so failing to attend. The 
division of States into districts, as hereby provided for, 
shall take place immediately after this amendment 


to show the | shall be adopted, and immediately after every future 


census and apportionment of Representatives under 
the same; and such districts shall not be altered until 


The Senate next proceeded to the consideration | a subsequent census shall have been taken, and an 
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ionment of Representatives under it shall have 
de. 
eo when the lists of all persons voted for as 
President and Vice President, and the number of votes 
for each shall have been transmitted to the Seat of 
Government, as required by the Constitution, the 
Senate and House of Representatives shall form a 
joint meeting, in which the President of the Senate 
shall preside, who shall then open all the certificates, 
and the votes shall be counted. The person having 
the greatest number of votes for President, shall be 
the President, if such number be a majority of the 
whole number of Electors appointed; and if no per- 
son have such a majority,then from the highest num- 
bers, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted 
for as President, the joint meeting shall immediately, 
by ballot, choose the President. A majority of the 
yotes of all the members present shall be necessary to 
a choice on the first ballot, after which a plurality of 
votes only shall be necessary to a chvice. The per- 
son having the greatest number of votes as Vice Pres- 
ident, shall be the Vice President, if such number be 
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed ; 
if no person have such majority, then he shall be 
chosen by the Senate as directed by the Constitution. 
“ That no person who has been twice elected Pres- 
ident of the United States, shall again be eligible to 
that office.” 


LOUISIANA LANDS. 


The Senate next took up the following resolu- 
tion, submitted by Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, on 
Monday last: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
the public lands and private claims in the State of 
Louisiana, to be immediately surveyed ; and also to 
inquire into the propriety of granting patents for all 
claims to lands in the said State, which have been 
confirmed by the Government of the United States. 


Mr. J. said that the treaty transferring to the 
United States the province of Louisiana, not only 
secures to the people of the ceded territory the 
enjoyment of their rights and property, but it im- 
poses upon the Government of the United States 
the obligation to provide for the speedy adjustment 
of their land claims, and to encourage emigration 
to the country, by bringing the public lands into 
the market. He could not perceive the wisdom 
or justice of that policy which had induced the 
Government to cause the public lands in Alabama, 
Mississippi, and elsewhere, to be surveyed and sold, 
in preference to those in Louisiana. The territory 
which now composes the State of Alabama, and 


which, he said, was a wilderness a few years ago, | 


had been surveyed and sold, and at this time con- 
tains a white population perhaps equal to that of 

ouisiana. And the public lands in Mississippi, 
Indiana, and Illinois, had been sutveyed and offer- 
ed for sale. He said, independently of the obli- 
gations imposed by the treaty, from the local situ- 
ation of Louisiana, being a frontier, and being in 
many respects the most important section of the 
Union, and being more exposed than either of the 
other States, to external invasion and to internal 
commotion, it was certainly much more impor- 
tant to strengthen and to defend the country by a 
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The necessity of sucha 
opulation was sensibly felt during the late war. 
ad the waste lands in Louisiana been settled at 
the time of the invasion of the country by the 
} nh ; 
| British troops, they would have contained a force 
nearly adequate to the defence of the State; and 
most of the militia employed from the upper coun- 
try might have been dispeased with, and the great 
expense thereby incurred saved to the nation, and 
| many of those who perished by the effects of the 
climate would have been preserved. He was 
sorry to say that, although the United States have 
had possession of Louisiana about seventeen years, 
neither the public lands nor private claims were 
yet surveyed, nor were all the claims even adjust- 
ed. There are many large claims in the country, 
conflicting with small ones, which had been sus- 
pended, and are not yet decided on. These are 
subjects of deep interest to the people of Louisiana, 
and they have a right to complain of the delays 
alluded to. Indeed, the policy which had been 
pursued in relation to this subject was pregnant 
with serious evils. The people were not only kept 
in suspense and uncertainty, in regard to their 
claims, but the influx of American population had 
been checked ; agriculture had been discouraged, 
and the development of the resources of the State 
| retarded. The people of Louisiana, he said, were 
| deprived of the benefits of a very important act of 
Congress, which passed two years ago, granting 
them the right of pre-emption to their back pos- 
sessions, for the want of surveyors to execute the 
surveys required by the act. 

Mr. J. said, if the surveying in Louisiana has 
not progressed for the want of an adequate com- 
pensation to the surveyors, their fees should be 
augmented; but, if the delay in completing the 
work is owing to the neglect or incompetency of 
the surveyors employed, they should be dismissed 
and others appointed ; or, if it is to be ascribed, as 
is suggested by some, to the want of funds to de- 
fray the expenses, the necessary appropriations to 
effect the object should be made. He said, at every 
session since he had taken his seat in the Senate, 
he had urged the importance of these subjects upon 
the consideration of the Government. Still no 
effectual step had been adopted calculated to bring 
the business to a close. He was not in the habit 
of complaining, but were he not to express freely 
the sentiments he entertained in relation to these 
subjects, so interesting to the State he had the 
honor in part to represent, he would be unmindful 
of the duty he owed his constituents. 

Mr. J. remarked, in conclusion, that patents had 
not been granted by the Government for any 
claims in Louisiana; that the people are anxious 
to obtain that evidence of their titles which ren- 
ders them secure; and, in his opinion, patents 
should have been issued as their claims were con- 
firmed. He had assurances from the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office, that the subject 
should now be attended to; but, if further legis- 
lative provision is required in relation to the sub- 
ject, existing laws should be amended without 
delay. 

Mr. Kine, of Alabama, acquiesced in the pro- 


dense white population. 





| 
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priety of the inquiry but added a remark on the | of purpose and fidelity of conduct which gave 
erent of what Mr. J. had said in relation | these brave men the highest claims to the gra 


to the surveys in Alabama. tude of their country. 
The resolution was then agreed to. - The claim of Mr. ye is founded on ser. 
ices subs t to this perilou ition. 
CLAIM OF GEORGE SHANNON. vices subsequent to this perilous expedition. He 


was employed as one of that small party who up. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | dertook to escort, and safely conduct to his ow, 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the benefit | nation, the Mandan Chief, who had visited the 
of George Shannon. United States at the request of Lewis and Clarke. 
Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, stated that the bill | It was in the performance of this duty that he was 
contained two sections. The first granted six , wounded, which produced the amputation of his 
hundred and forty acres of land, to be located in leg above the knee. Near the Arracara towns, on 
Arkansas; the second proposed an increase of the river Mississippi, Lieutenant Prior, with his 
pension from twelve to sixteen dollars per month, chosen band of about twenty persons, was attacked 
which would make it equal to that allowed to a by three hundred Indian warriors. The resistance 
Secoad Lieutenant. Mr. J. said he was well | of this little party was desperate. The Indians 
aware of the extreme difficulty which he had to | were held in cheek; and our party made good their 
encounter in attempting to rivet the attention of | retreat. It was on this occasion that Mr. Shan- 
the Senate to an individual application. In this non distinguished himself by his bravery; and it 
case, he was animated with hopes of success, as | was upon this occasion he received the wound 
the measure proposed a reward for important pub- which in a great measure deprives him of locomo- 
lic services. He was not unmindful that the | tion. We demand nothing for the suffering which 
members of this body had many duties to perform , he experienced, but for the loss which he sustained, 
in the investigation of measures of a general ten- Without medical aid, he had to descend the Mis- 
dency. And there was less disposition to enter- | sissippi to Belle Fontaine, where the kindness of 
tain personal applications, because many were | hospitality could be extended to him, and medical 
addressed to their benevolence and charity. But | assistance procured. The anguish of his wound 
he was happy to inform the Senate that this was | was borne with manly fortitude. It was a conso- 
a direct appeal to their justice. It was not a call lation to him that he was suffering for that coun- 
for that charity which induced the Congress of | try to which he was devoted, and that he suffered 
the United States to relieve the unfortunate suf- alone; for he was then without a family; and he 
ferers at Caraccas, in consequence of an earth- | was more willing to make all this sacrifice with- 
quake. The consideration upon which this claim | out demanding from the Government that com- 
is predicated has arisen from the performance of pensation which we are bound in honor and in 
military service, and the loss of a limb while dis- | justice to award to him. But, since that period, 
charging those duties. Mr. Shannon was one of he has formed connexions in life which have in- 
the few surviving companions of Lewis and_ creased his duties to society and to himself. He 
Clarke, who explored the unknown regions of the has now to provide for a wife and an increasing 
West, from the settlements of St. Louis, over the family, who are dependent on him alone for the 
Rocky mountains, to the mouth of the Columbia | necessaries and for the comforts of life. He spent 
river, which empties into the Pacific ocean. This the prime of his life in the service of his country— 
was not a demand as pay for these signal services. the period most favorable for intellectual improve- 
Like others, he had received his pay; and, how- ment, and preparation for some profession to 
ever inadequate, he was contented to receive what | smooth the rugged path of life, and by devoting 
the Government had given. He was not disposed himself to some useful occupation to secure com- 
to oa the little he had received with the toil petence and independence. But of these opportu- 
and suffering which he had undergone—the pri- | nities he was deprived, while others were improv- 
vation and danger which he had encountered with | ing their faculties and qualifying themselves for 
his gallant companions. But, Mr. J. said, he some literary profession or manual occupation. 
would venture to assert that the expedition of Mr. Shannon not only spent three years of the 
Lewis and Clarke to the Pacific ocean was very most interesting period of human life in the ser- 
little inferior to the greatest undertakings, either vice of his country, in exploring these Western 
by land or by water, of which we had any historic | regions, but, at the close of that service, he found 
account. ‘Those regions were very familiar now | himself a cripple, deprived of one of his members; 
to many individuals; but, twenty years ago, when his future prospects overshadowed with clouds; 
this exploring party undertook to penetrate this the pleasure of locomotion almost destroyed during 
vast wilderness, it was considered by all as pre- the whole remainder of his life; disqualified for 
senting more than an equal chance, to this small manual labor; laboring under all the disadvan- 
band, never to return to the bosom of their native tages of the want of an early liberal education ; 
country. Independent of the natural difficulties and, to complete the circle of his misfortunes, he 
which the undertaking presented, it was well | was without wealth and without money. With 
known that those Western wilds were inhabited | this dreary prospect before him, what was he to 
by innumerable hordes of savage men, which do? Ardent in his feelings; high-minded and 
made it extremely improbable that so small a honorable; without depending on the liberality or 
party should escape their fury. In fine, this haz- | justice of his country for support, he determined 
ardous enterprise was performed with a firmness ' to qualify himself for the practice of the law. 
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» 1823, ANUARY, 1823. Land Titles in Louisiana. SENATE. 
—— a 5 eens 
ave ty Without riches, without friends, without an early | with the view of bringing them forward in a sep- 
gratj. education, the resolution was a bold one. This | arate bill. ESE ih 
determination required great exertion and consid-| Mr. Lowrie stated his objections to this amend- 
DN ser. erable expense. He qualified himself, by a rapid | ment, and to legislating at this time for any but 
He course of study, for the labors of the bar, which is | the smaller class of these claims. 

10 Un- his only dependence for the support of himself and | . Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, followed in a speech 
Own family. Although he has risen to eminence in his of considerable length and much earnestness, in 
d the rofession, yet such has been the liberality of his | general support of the bill. He gave a historical 
larke, disposition, his services in the Legislature of Ken-| view of the transfers of the country in question, 
€ Was ns and the little that is gained at a crowded | the origin and nature of land claims there, under 
if his bar, he has not been able to discharge or lessen | the different Governments, &c., and urged forci- 
nS, On those debts which he contracted while disabled 1a | bly the expediency and the justice of permitting 
h his our service, and preparing to discharge the duties | those holding claims not comprehended in the 
icked of his profession. Who would voluntarily sustain | adjustments of the Boards of Commissioners to 
lance his loss? Who would be deprived of the pleas-| come forward, after so many years delay, and 
lians ures of locomotion for the paltry consideration | establish the validity of their titles in the courts of 
their proposed by this bill? Who would be unwilling | the United States, where, in fact, they must come 
han- to see his country, rich in land and rich in money, | sooner or later, as the genuine titles could never 
id it extend this relief to a distinguished fellow-citizen, | be invalidated or impaired by the power of Con- 
bund who had thus devoted himself to its interest? | gress, or its delay. 

M0- Connected with these sacrifices, Mr. J. said, he| The amendment offered by Mr. Jounson, of 
hich recollected of hearing Mr. Shannon, on a late | Louisiana, was negatived ; and, after some further 
ned, memorable occasion, while addressing his enlight- | discussion on details, 

Mis- ened constituents, whom he had represented with Mr. Van Dyke (Chairman of the Committee 
Sof so much credit, declare that he could boast of no | on Public Lands) submitted a motion so to amend 
ical paternal inheritance, except that liberty and inde-| the bill as to comprehend all the unsettled land 
und pendence which we all enjoy, and for which his/ titles, large and small; which motion he sup- 
S0- father had fought in the Revolutionary war. | pores by a number of remarks, to show that the 
un- While we avoid every thing like extravagance or | legality of these titles could only be ascertained 
red prodigality, he hoped Congress would pursue a | judicially; that it was not probable, after the ex- 
he liberal course towards those who had freely shed | perience which was had, that Congress would 
th- their blood, and who had lost their limbs in the | adjudicate them; that they must come into the 
m- service of their country. We have given many | courts eventually; and that it was due to the nu- 
in examples of that liberality and justice which dis- | merous citizens concerned, to the State in which 
od, proved the charge of ingratitude against this Re- | the claims lay, &c., that no longer delay should 
n- public. We had provided for the Revolutionary | be permitted. 

Te hero; we had provided for the widows and the Before the question was taken on this amend- 
ug orphans of the late war; we had provided for the | ment, a motion was made by Mr. CHANDLER to 
he wounded officer and soldier ; and, on this occasion, | postpone the bill to Monday, to give time for ex- 
nt he hoped he did not ask in vain. | amining it; which motion was agreed to, and the 
-- On motion, the bill was laid over until to-| Senate adjourned. 

e- morrow. | 

; LAND TITLES IN LOUISIANA. | Fripay, January 31. 


| 
P The Senate resumed the consideration of the} A message from the House of Representatives 
- bill to enable the holders of French, British, and | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
: Spanish titles to land within the State of Louis- | a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the acts 
r iana, which have not been recognised as valid by | to provide for certain persons engaged in the land 
the United States, to institute proceedings in the | and naval service of the United States, in the Rev- 


courts of the United States to try the validity 
thereof. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, after some remarks 
on the strong claim which the holders of these | 
titles had to be ailowed to prove and settle their | 
validity, &c., moved to strike out that clause of 
the bill, which proposes’to except from this privi- 
lege all claims above acres, (to be reserved 
for the future disposition of Congress,) and to sub- 
stitute a provision excluding by name, and these 
only, the three great claims of the Baron Bastrop, 
the Marquis of Maison Rouge, and Houmas. He 
offered this amendment, not that he thought the 
claims specified less entitled to an early adjust- 
ment, but to disembarrass this bill from the diffi- 
culty which these three large claims might pre- 
sent to its speedy passage, if included in it, and 











olutionary war;” and also a bill entitled “An act 
for the relief of James Morrison, of Kentucky ;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The first of said bills was twice read, by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. The other was also twice read, by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Wixutams, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which the subject 
was referred, reported a bill to establish a national 
armory on the Western waters. The bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. WituiaMs, from the same committee, in 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate, reported 
a bill directing the payment of the Georgia militia 
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oe 

claims, for services rendered during the years 1792 | accompanied by a resolution that the prayer of th 
3,and °4. The bill was read, and passed to the | petitioner ought sot to be granted. 

second reading. | Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, asked and obtainey 

Mr. Wituiams, of Tennessee, presented the pe- , leave to introduce a bill to revive and continue jy 

tition of Edward Owings, praying payment of the | force the seventh section of an act, entitled “Ay 

arrears due to two soldiers, of whose claims he | act supplementary to the several acts for the ad. 

had become the purchaser, for a valuable consider- | justment of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” 














ation. The 
Committee of Claims. 


tition was read, and referred to the | approved the 11th May, 1820, and for other pur- 


| poses. The bill was twice read, by unanimoy; 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, laid before the Sen- | consent, and referred to the Committee on Public 


ate a document in support of the claim of Robert 
Shaw, who lost a horse in the service of the Uni- 
ted States; which was read, and referred to the 


same committee. 


Mr. Van Dyke presented the memorial of Her- 
kimer Sternberg and others, praying certain amend- 


ments to the patentlaws. The memorial was read, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Sirs, of Maryland, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill, ae an appropriation 
($100,000 a year for ten years) fo 


The bill was twice read, by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate, a 
statement of the number and size of cannon, mortars, 
and howitzers, necessary to the armament of the for- 
tresses of the United States, which have been erected 
since the first day of June, 1815, as well as those 
which have been directed to be built, and not yet com- 
pleted; with an estimate of the sum necessary to de- 
fray the expense of purchasing such armament ; also, 
an estimate of the sum necessary for purchasing such 
@ quantity of shot and shells, of every description, as 
may be thought necessary for the fortresses before 
mentioned, designating the necessary armament for 
each fortress. 





Monpay, February 3. 


The Presipent communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a report, by the 
Second Camnisrolier, showing the amount expend- 
ed, and the balance remaining unexpended, of the 
appropriations for the service of the year 1822, on 
the 31st of December last; and the letter and re- 
port were read. 

The Presipent, also, communicated a report 
of the President and Directors of the Washington 
Canal Company, made in obedience to the provis- 
ions of their charter, containing a statement of 
their receipts and expenditures for the year ending 
on the 31st day of December last; and the report 
was read. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, presented the petition 
of John Mitchell, praying relief in the settlement 
of his accounts as agent for the exchange of pris- 
oners of war, at Halifax, in the years 1812 and 
1813. The petition was read, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Lownie, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the petition of Elijah Van- 
syckel, of the city of Philadelphia, made a report, 


r the gradual ar- 
mament of the new fortresses of the United States. | 


| Lands. 
Mr. Souruarp gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill for the punish- 
ment of frauds committed on the Departments of 
the Government of the United States. 

Mr. Smite, of Maryland, submitted the follow. 
| ing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be jp- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of admitting 
the silver coins of Mexico as a currency in the United 
States, at their true value. 


The Presipenr laid before the Senate the cre- 
dentials of Joun CHANDLER, appointed a Senator 
| by the Legislature of the State of Maine, for the 
_ term of six years, commencing with the fourth day 
| of March next; which were read, and laid on file. 
| Mr. Ware presented the petition of James Pelot, 
praying an additional compensation for his servi- 
ces as assistant assessor. The petition was read, 
| and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The bill directing the payment of the Georgia 
militia claims for services during the years 1792, 
’3, and ’4, was read the second time. 

The bill to establish a national armory on the 
Western waters, was read a second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the House of Representatives, in addi- 
tion to the act for the prompt settlement of public 
accounts, and for the punishment of the crime of 
perjury: and some time was spent in discussing 
the provisions of the bill. In the course of the 
discussion— 

Mr. Smirtu, of South Carolina, moved to insert 
a clause providing that “ the testimony of the party 
interested shall in no case be admitted; nor shall 
any other evidence be admitted, but according to 
the rules of evidence in the courts of law ;” when 
the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

Having lately received a memorial from the Legis- 
lative Council of the Territory of Florida, on subjects 
very interesting to the inhabitants of that Territory, 
and also to the United States, which require legisla- 
tive provision, I transmit the same to Congress, and 
recommend it to their consideration. 


JAMES MONROE. 











Fesrvary 3, 1823. 


The Message and accom panying memorial were 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims, to which was 
referred the petition of James Morrison, of Ken- 
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thereof was postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, Friday next. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
hole, the consideration of the bill for the bene- 
it George Shannon ; and, on motion, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
wade the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
‘act for laying out and making a road from the 
Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the 
western mas of the Connecticut . Western 

eserve, in the State of Ohio, agreeably to the 
Trovicons of the Treaty of Brownstown ;” and, 
on motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enable the 
holders of French, British, and Spanish titles to 
land within the State of Louisiana, which have 

t been recognised as valid by the Government 
of the United States, to institute proceedings to 
try the validity thereof, and for other purposes ; 
and, on motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration ofthe bill to extend the 
charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, together with the amend- 
ment reported thereto by the Committee on the 
District of Columbia ; and, on motion, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Wednesday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enable the 


President of the United States to treat with the 
Chippewa Indians for the purchase of certain lands | 
on the south side of Lake Superior, supposed to 
contain valuable mines of copper ; and, on motion, 


the bill was laid on the table. 
IMPORTATION OF MERCHANDISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
bill, from the House of Representatives, to amend 
the act further to regulate the entry of merchan- 
dise imported into the United States from any | 


adjacent territory. 


Mr. Seymour moved the adoption of the follow- 


ing additional sections to the bill: 
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hereby are, extended to the case of goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States from an 
adjacent territory. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That all penal- 
ties and forfeitures incurved by force of this act shall 
be sued for, recovered, distributed, and accounted for, 
in the manner prescribed by an act, entitled “An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports amd ton- 
nage,” passed on the 2d day of March, 1799. 

These amendments were ordered to be printed, 
| and the bill was laid on the table. 


CIRCUIT COURT—DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate then took up, in Committee of the 
| Whole, the bill providing for the accommodation 
of the Circuit Court of the United States for 
Washington county, in the District of Columbia, 
and for the preservation of the records of said 
court. [This bill authorizes the President to cause 
to be purchased and completely finished a number 
| of apartments in the new City Hall, now building 
in Washington, sufficient for the accommodation 
| of the circuit court of the county, for grand and 
| petit jury rooms, and for the offices of the clerk 
| of the court and the marshal of the District; and, 
| for effecting the object, appropriates dollars.] 
A good deal of debate followed on this bill, in 
which it was earnestly supported by Mr. Bar- 
| BOUR, and was as earnestly opposed by Mr. Ma- 
| CON; it was opposed also by Mr. Samira, of Mary- 
| land, and partially by Messrs. Lowrie, CHANDLER, 
| Hotmes of Maine, Brown of Ohio, and Wu- 
| LtAMS of Tennessee, who thought that if the bill 
did pass, the sum of $30,000 (which had been 
/mentioned by Mr. Barspour as necessary) was a 
_ great deal too much. 
| Mr. Barspour, acquiescing in what appeared to 
| be the sense of the Senate, reduced the sum he 
|intended to propose, and moved to fill the blank 
| with $20,000. This sum was negatived without 
‘a division. 
The sum of $15,000 was then moved, and also 
| rejected. 
' The sum of $10,000 was moved, and carried— 
yeas 16, nays 10; and 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time—yeas 14, nays 12. 
The resolution offered by Mr. CuanpLer on 
Friday was taken up and agreed to; and the Sen- 


i 
i 











Src. 2, And be it further enacted, That, if any per- 
son or persons shall receive, conceal, or buy any guods, 
wares, or merchandise, knowing them to have been | 
illegally imported into the United States, and liable to | 
seizure by virtue of any act in relation to the revenue, 
such person or persons shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit and pay a sum double the amount or value of 


the goods, wares, or merchandise, so received, concealed, and passed—yeas 21. 
or purchased. 


; | Mr. Barton presented the petition of Prospect 
Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if an r- ale : : 

son shall forcibly er prevent, or impede, any officer a, tee late - lieutenant ye Dd f 

ofthe customs, or their deputies, vr any person assist- | we cater rangers, pray "me ie paymens © 

ing them in the execution of their duty, such person | his account for @ private servant and horse re 

80 offending shall for every such offence be fined in a tained by him while in service; and the petition 

sum not exceeding four hundred dollars. /was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Src. 4, And be it further enacted, That the provis- | Claims. ae 

ions of the forty-sixth section of the act, entitled ““An| Mr. Barron presented the petition of George 

act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and | Gatty, praying the confirmation of his title to a 

tonnage,” passed the 2d day of March, 1799, be, and they ' tract of land which he has inhabited and culti- 


ate adjourned. 





Tuespay, February 4. 
The engrossed bill providing for the accommo- 
| dation of the circuit court of Washington county, 
in the District of Columbia, was read a third time 
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vated since the year 1809; and the petition was The bill for the relief of Samuel Buel was dis- A bil 
read, and referred to the Committee on Public | cussed in Committee of the Whole, and ordereq Wage the 5! 
Lands. to a third reading. ' A bi 
Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, presented the; Mr. SourHarp, agreeably to notice given, hav- into i 
petition of Peter Cherry, who served in the Army | ing obtained leave, introduced a bill to punish A bi 
of the United States, in the Revolutionary war, | frauds committed on the departments of the Goy. 1806, @ 
rk pension, agreeably to the act of the 18th | ernment; which bill was twice read by geiieyal ‘ State ¢ 
of Mafch, 1818; and the petition was read, and | consent, and referred. Agr 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. On motion of Mr. Barsour, the resolutions to and in 
Mr. Eaton presented the petition of Alfred | amend the Constitution of the United States were the i 
Flournoy, praying the commutation of his monthly | made the order of the day for Thursday next. the pu 
‘pension for an equivalent in land, for reasons; The bill for the relief of George Shannon wa: 2 
stated in his petition; which was read, and re- | again taken up; when Mr. Nosxe submitted, at | Affair 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. some length, his objections to the bill and the tion 0 
Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, from the Com- | justice of the claim of the petitioner. He was re. read. 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the | plied to by Mr. R. M. Jounson, of Kentucky; Mr. 
bill, entitled “An act for the better organization | and, after some amendment, the question was leave 
of the district court of the United States within | taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a ing of 
the State of Louisiana,” reported the same with- | third reading, and was negatived withoui a di-\ day 0 
out amendment. vision; and the bill, of course, rejected. ber, 1 
Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, from the same| The bill to divide the State of South Carolina Mr 
committee, to which was referred the bill to regu- | into two judicial districts was taken up in Com- Fitzg 
late the collection of debts in the District of Co- | mittee of the Whole. State 
lumbia, reported it without amendment. Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, offered several S108; 
Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public | amendments, which were agreed to, and the blanks the P 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to revive | were filled. In the course of the discussion of it, mitte 
and to continue in force the second section of an | the clause which authorized an additional mar- Mr 
act, entitled “An act supplementary to the several | sha! was stricken out, on the motion of Mr. Ma- to wl 
acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State con. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed suppl 
of Louisiana, approved the eleventh May, 1820, , for a third reading. pers 
and for other purposes,” reported the same with | The Senate then took up the bill to repeal so the t 
an amendment; which was read. much of the act of April 18, 1806, as limits the — 
The Senate proceeded to consider the motion, | price of certain lands in the State of Tennessee. bill 1 
submitted yesterday, in relation to the coins of | Considerable discussion took place on this bill, day 
Mexico, and agreed thereto. involving chiefly the merits of the controversy qT 
Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public | which formerly existed between North Carolina Sect 
Lands, reported a bill supplementary to the seve- | and Tennessee, respecting the location of lands nti 
ral acts for the adjustment of land claims in the ! within the latter, the act of cession, &e., in which and 
State of Louisiana ; and the bill was read, and | discussion Messrs. Eaton, Macon, WILLIaMs of T 
passed to the second reading. Tennessee, Stokes, and Ke.ty, engaged. The the 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the | bill was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third Lou 
report of the Committee on Finance, on the peti- | reading. T 
tion of Elijah Van Syckel; and, on motion, it} The bill to establish an additional land office Sec 
was laid on the table. in the State of Missouri, passed through a Com- Ben 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the | mittee of the Whole, in which its expediency was 
bill, entitled “An act in addition to an act, enti-| explained by Mr. Barron, and the bill was or- 1 
tled ‘An act for the prompt settlement of public | dered to be engrossed for a third reading. bill 
accounts, and for the punishment of the crime of ve 
perjury,” together with the amendments proposed A pi 
thereto ; and, on motion, the bill was recommitted Wepnespay, February 5. vid 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, presented the peti- a 
Mr. Barpour gave notice that he should ask | tion of John Nicholson, marshal of the United th 
leave to bring in a resolution granting to the | States for the district of Louisiana, stating that, 
Washington Library a copy of the salitie docu- | in the year 1821, a number of Africans were cap- ib 
ments, laws, and journals. tured by the United States’ vessel of war the Hor- oa 
Mr. Van Dyke, from the select committee to | net, and libelled in said district court; that while oo 
which was referred the bill, together with the sub- | they remained in his custody, as the officer of the pi 
stitutes proposed thereto, for abolishing imprison- | court, it became necessary to supply them with be 
ment for debt, reported a new bill, embracing a | food, clothing, and medical atvegtinss, for which oh, 
number of sections ; which bill was read. he has never been paid; and praying the reim- sa 
Mr. Barsour laid before the Senate an act of | bursement of his expenses. The petition was on 
the British Parliament, passed June, 1822, to regu- | read, and referred to the Committee of Claims. ou 
late trade between the British possessions in Amer-| The following engrossed bills were severally S 
ica and the West Indies; and other places in | read the third time, passed, and sent to the House T 
America and the West Indies ; which act was, on | of Representatives for concurrence. | 


motion of Mr. B., ordered to be printed. A bill for the relief of Samuel Buel ; * 
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A bill to establish an additional Land Office in | On this bill a debate arose, which occupied the 
the State of Missouri ; remainder of the day’s session. Mr. Tayor, of 
A bill to divide the State of South Carolina | Virginia, commenced the debate, by submitting, 
into two judicial districts ; at much hee his objections to the bill. Messrs. 
A bill to repeal so much of the act of April 18, | Hotmes, of Maine, Van Buren, Eaton, Lowrie, 


1806, as limits the price of certain lands in the | Mitts, and Macon, joined in the debate—the two 
State of Tennessee. ‘ first named going more into the merits of the act 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. Barsour asked leave, | in question, than the other gentlemen. The dis- 
and introduced a joint resolution to deposite in | cussion turned principally on the question of the 
the Library of the City of Washington a copy of | jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over causes 
the public documents, &c. originating in the State courts, the doctrines ad- 
r. EutioTt, from the Committee on Military | vanced, and the decisions made by the Supreme 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- | Court in questions of this character, &c. Finally, 
tion of James Lloyd, of Virginia; which was | the bill was, on the motion of Mr. Van Buren, 
read. ; | postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Lowrie gave notice that he should ask 
leave to bring in a resolution directing the print- : , . 
ing of the Journals of Congress, from the fifth Tuurspay, February 6. 
day of September, 1774, to the third of Novem- The Presipent communicated to the Senate 
ber. 1786. the annual report of the Commissioners of the 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of John Sinking Fund ; which was read. ’ BS 
Fitzgerald, who served in the Army of the United | Mr. Ruceves, from the Committee of Claims, 
States in the Revolutionary war, praying a pen- made an unfavorable report on the petition of Jo. 
sion, agreeably to the act of March 3d, 1818; and | seph S. McPherson ; which was read. : 
the petition was read, and referred to the Com-| The Senate took up the report of the Commit- 
mittee on Pensions. tee on Military Affairs, unfavorable to the petition 

Mr. Nonue, from the Committee on Pensions, | Of James Lloyd, and, after some explanatory re- 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act ™marks by Mr. Barsour and Mr. Eutiort, the 
supplementary to the acts to provide for certain report was laid on the table. i 
persons engaged in the land and naval service of | Mr. Brown, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
the United States during the Revolutionary war,” Roads and Canals, reported a bill supplemental 
reported the same, without amendment: and the to the act to authorize the appointment of com- 
bill was postponed to, and made the order of the missioners to lay out a road (a continuation of 
day for, Thursday, the 13th instant. the Cumberland road) from the Ohio to the Mis- 

The Presipenr communicated a report of the | Sissippi river. [This bill provides that the road 
Secretary for the Department, of War, on the pe- | Shall be laid out so as to pass through Columbus, 
tition of Eleanor Lawrence. The report was read, | Indianapolis, and Vandalia, the seats of govern- 
and referred tc the Committee on Military Affairs, | ment of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois ; 

The bill suppiementary to the several acts for | that it shall be laid out in one year; that but one 
the adjustment of land claims, in the State of | commissioner instead of three shall be appointed 
Louisiana, was read the second time. |to perform the duty; and that a further sum of 

The Presipent communicated a report of the | Six thousand dollars shall be appropriated for the 
Secretary for the Department on the:memorial of | Object.] The bill was read twice by general con- 
Benjamin Shain ; and the report was read. sent. eb 

ae : it | Mr. Lowarte, agreeably to notice, introduced a 
DUTIES ON IMPORTS. | joint resolution, directing the Secretary of the 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | Senate and the Clerk of the House of Represen- 
bill from the other House, to make perpetual an | tatives, to have a number of copies of the Journals 
act passed the 3d of March, 1817, entitled “ An | of the old Congress printed, subject to the future 
act to continue in force an act “further to pro- | order of Congress; which resolution was twice 
vide for the collection of duties on imports and | read and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
tonnage, passed the 3d of March, 1815, and for| Mr. Kina, of Alabama, presented the memorial 
other purposes.” | of the Legislature of Alabama, praying that the 

[The act of 1817, which this bill proposes to | military works for the defence of the bay and har- 
make perpetual, provides, in substance, thatif any | bor of Mobile may be completed. The memorial 
suit or prosecution be commenced in any State | was read, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
court against any officer of the United States, | tary Affairs. 
civil or military, for any thing done, or omitted to| Mr. K. also presented the memorial of the said 

done, or against any person aiding or assisting | Legislature, praying a modification of the laws 
such officer, that the said officer shall have the | providing for the subdivision and sale of the publie 
right to remove, with certain legal forms, such | lands of the United States; which was referred 
suit or prosecution out of the State court into the j to the Committee on Public Lands. 
circuit court of the United States, and that the; Mr. K. also presented the resolution of the Le- 
State court shall proceed no further in the cause. | gislature of said State, instructing their Senators, 
There are other provisions in this act, but the | and requesting their Representatives, to endeavor 
above is the only contested one.] to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage 
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duty on all vessels coming into the ports of Mobile 
and Blakely. The resolution was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Ke ty presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of the said State, praying the passage of 
a law requiring a treaty to eld with the Cher- 
okee Indians, for the purchase of a portion of their 
territory lying within the limits of the State. The 
memorial was read, and referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Cuanp_er presented the petition of Thos. 
Eastman, late agent of a contractor for furnishing 
the Army of the United States with provisions, 
praying reimbursement of his expenditures for 
storage. The petition was read, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Kewty presented the memorial of Alfred 
Moore and Sterling Orgain, praying the payment 
of an account against the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Eaton submitted the following resoiution 
for consideration; which was read: 

Resolved, That the 3lst Rule for conducting busi- 
ness in the Senate be amended to read as follows: 

‘*A nominating committee, to consist of five mem- 
bers, shall be chosen on the third day of each session, 
by ballot, and a majority of votes shall be necessary to 
a choice; the duty of which committee shall be, as 
soon as may be, to appoint, and report to the Senate 


a 
said Legislature, praying that the sale of the 
public lands within the counties of Jackson ang 
Decatur may be deferred, and that certain settler; 
may be entitled to the right of pre-emption.—Re. 
ferred to the same committee. 

Mr. Barton, from the Committee of Claims 
to which was referred the petition of Daniel Mer. 
rill, with the accompanying documents, made a 
report, accompanied by a resolution, that the pe: 
titioner have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. The report and resolution were read, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Nose submitted the following motion for 
consideration : ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
by law the fee simple to William Conner, to lands, 
for his services to the United States, in assisting to 
procure the treaties with the several tribes of Indians, 
held at St. Mary’s, in the month of October, 1818; 

| and that the evidence of the services of William Con. 

| ner, as given by two of the commissioners who held 
the treaties, Jonathan Jennings and Lewis Cass, be 
referred to the said committee. 


On motion, by Mr. RucGues, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
John Rush and Samuel Conway, praying com- 
pensation for Revolutionary services, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 


for confirmation, the several committees authorized by | and it was referred to the Committee on Public 
the 30th rule for conducting business in the Senate. ; Lands. 


But when any subject or matter shall have been re- 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 


ferred to a committee, any other subject or matter of | Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 


similar nature may, on motion, be referred to such Legislature of the State of Alabama, 


committee.” 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for laying out and making a road from the 


Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the | 


western boundary of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve, in the State of Ohio, agreeable to the 


raying a 
modification of the laws providing for the subdi- 
vision and sale of the public lands of the United 
States, made a report, which was read, and laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the Message of the President 
of the United States, transmitting a report from 


rovisions of the Treaty of Brownstown,” together | the Secretary of War, with accompanying docu- 
p ; ee 4 y , panying 


with the amendment reported thereto by the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Monday next. 





Fripay, February 7. 
Mr. Ruaetes presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of the State of Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to pass a law granting an outfit for exploring 


the polar regions, under the conduct of Captain | 





' 6 
' 





ments, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, of the 22d of February, 1822, requesting 
“the President of the United States to cause to 
‘ be collected and communicated to the Senate, at 
‘the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress, the best information which he may be able 
‘to obtain, relative to certain Indians, and the 
‘ lands intended for their benefit, on the Musking- 
‘um, in the State of Ohio, granted under an act 
‘of Congress of June 1, 1796, to the Society of 
‘United Brethren for propagating the Gospel 


John Cleves Symmes; not only with a vieweof|‘ among the Heathen, showing, as correctly as 


making new discoveries in geography, natural 


‘ possible, the advance or decline of said Indians 


history, geology, and astronomy, or to verify the |‘ in numbers, morals, and intellectual endowments; 


new theory of the earth, advanced by Captain 
Symmes; but also, with the view of opening 
new sources of trade and commerce. This peti- 
tion was, On motion, ordered to lie on the table. | 

Mr. KELLy presented the memorial of the Le- | 
gislature of the State of Alabama, praying fur- | 
ther relief to the purchasers of public lands in 
that State. The memorial was read, and ve | 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Ke ty, also, presented the memorial of the ; 





‘ whether the lands have inured to their sole ben- 
‘ efit, and, if not, to whom, in whole or in part, 
‘ have such benefits accrued,” madea report; and, 
in concurrence therewith, the committee were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorial of Lewis D. de 
Schweinitz, agent of the Society of United Breth- 
ren for propagating the Gospel among the Hea- 
then, expressing the earnest wish of the Society 
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to be divested of the trust estate of certain lands | 
on the Muskingum, in the State of Ohio, which | 
were granted and conveyed to the said Society by | 
the United States, ®y patent, bearing date the 
94th day of February, 1798, made a report, ac- 
companied by a resolution, that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
said memorial. The report and resolution were | 
read, and laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, together with the preceding report, for | 
the use of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the. 
report of the Committee of Claims, on the peti- | 
tion of James Morrison, of Kentucky ; and it was | 
laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the same committee, on the petition of 
Joseph S. McPherson; and it was laid on the | 
table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
motion of the 6th instant, to amend the 31st rule 
for conducting business in the Senate; and it 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Pablic | 
Lands, to which the subject was referred, reported | 
a bill for the relief of Taylor Berry. The bill | 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 








Amendment to the Constitution. 
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Believing the present time to be propitious for holding 
treaties for the attainment of cessions of land ftom the 
Indians within those States, I submit the subject to 
the consideration of Congress, that adequate appropri- 
ations for such treaties may be made, should Congress 
deem it expedient. 
JAMES MONROE, 

Wasuineton, Feb. 3, 1823. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to, and to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,’ pass- 
ed 2d March, 1799, and for other purposes ;” a bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Abraham Sny- 
der ;” and also a bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of James Hyde;” in which bills they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


COLONIAL TRADE. 


The Senate took up for consideration the bill- 
to regulate the commercial intercourse ‘between 
the United States and certain British colonial 
ports. 

[This bill suspends our restrictive acts of 1818 
and 1820, and embraces a number of provisions 


| growing out of the repeal of the late restrictive 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the laws of Great Britain, in regard to foreign inter- 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to revive, and | course and trade with her American possessions. ] 
to continue in force, the seventh section of an act | _ Mr. Barsour (chairman of the Committee of 
entitled “An act supplementary to the several acts | Foreign Relations) presented to the Senate, in a 
for the adjustment of land claims in the State of | speech of considerable length, a number of details 


Louisiana,” approved the eleventh May, 1820, | 
and for other purposes, together with the amend- 
ment reported thereto by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands; and, on motion, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for, Monday next. 

Mr. Wittig, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, laid before the Senate 
a letter from the Secretary of War, on the subject 
of the armament of the fortresses of the United 
States ; which was read, and ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Wi.uiams, of Tennessee, from the same 
committee, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Eleanor Lawrence ; 
and the bill was twice read, by unanimous con- 
sent. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to extend the 
charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia, together with the 
amendment reported thereto by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia; and, on motion, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE United States: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, herewith, a resolution of the Legislature, 
with an extract of a letter from the Governor of Geor- 
gia, and a memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, 
relative to the extinguishment of the Indian title to 
lands within the limits of these States, respectively. 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—7 





and facts connected with the subject of this bill; 
he took a historical view of the trade and inter- 
course of this country, while in its colonial state, 
with the mother country ; traced the subject down, 
through all the embarrassments and difficulties 
which have subsequently occurred in our commer- 
cial intercourse with Great Britain and her colo- 
nies ; the treaties formed on the subject ; the causes 
and necessity of our late restrictions, forced on us 
by the close, selfish, and unreciprocal policy of 
Great Britain, from which she has at length re- 
ceded, after tinding that the counteracting meas- 
ures adopted by the United States were firmly and 
tenaciously adhered to. Mr. B. also took this oc- 
casion to justify the agency which he had, as an 
auxiliary only, and not a principal, in producing 
and maintaining the retaliatory restrictive system 
of this country; this he did because the system 
had borne hard on the interest of some parts of the 
country, and it had been imputed to him asa fault 
that he had aided in adopting and adhering to this 
pélicv. He urged the success of the system in 
vindication of its wisdom, and dwelt some time 
on the beneficial effect (referring to the unanimity 
with which that system was adopted and adhered 
to by Congress) of united cousaelh in all questions 
between foreign nations and ourselves. When 
Mr. B. concluded, the bill was laid over to Monday. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the proposition made by Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, 
to amend the Constitution of the United States, 
in regard to the election of President of the Uni- 
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ted States, and the substitute offered thereto by | the legality of the captures, he has incurred grea, 
‘Mr. Dickerson, of New Jersey. expense, for which he prays reimbursement ; and 
Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, rose, and addressed | that the United States may take such order fo; 
-the Senate about an hour in support of his own | the defence of the suit in tHe case of the Mariana 
sition and in opposition to the substitute. | Flora, now before the Supreme Court, as may be 
He opposed the substitute, because, so far as it | deemed just and proper; and, on his motion, jt 
proposed an uniformity in the election of Elec- | Was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
tors, by districts, throughout the Union, it hada! Mr. Jounson, of Serene before the Sen. 
tendency to create an aristocracy of small States ; | ate a certificate, signed by W. H. Harrison, late 
‘to prevent an election of President by the Elec- | Major General, commanding the Northwestern 
tors, and to throw the election of President into the | army, in relation to the claims of James Morri- 
‘House of Representatives, where the small States , son, of Kentucky; which was read, and ordered 
would have an undue weight, the effect of which | to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
‘might in time be to produce a revolution in our; Mr. Ruaaues, from the Committee of Claims. 
“political system that would be fatal to the present | to which was referred the petition of Samuel Q. 
“equality assigned to the small States by the Consti- | Richardson, made a report, accompanied by a 
‘tution. Mr. T.laid down the position that the power | resolution, that the prayer of the petitioner ought 
of the Federal Government had increased, was in- | not to be granted. The report and resolution 
creasing, and ought, at least, not to be extended ; | were read, and laid on the table. 
he argued against all measures which would have | Mr. RueGies, from the Committee of Claims, 
» | the effect to produce a national instead of a fede- | to which was referred the petition of James Tur- 
rated Government, and opposed the substitute be- | ner, made a report, accompanied by a resolution, 
‘cause it would tend to produce that result. He | that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be 
depicted many of the evils which would naturally | granted. 


grow out of the election of President by the; Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, gave notice that, to- 
These of Representatives—the opportunity and | morrow, he should ask leave to introduce a reso- 
‘the inducement which it would hold out to cor- lution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
ruption ; its bad effects on the general business of | tion of the United States, in relation to internal 
legislation, and the interests of the nation; the | improvement. . 
improper connexion it would create between an| Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Public 
Executive thus elected, and those in the Legisla- | Lands, to which the subject was referred, reported 
ture thus acted on. The election cf the Execu- | a bill for the relief of the heirs of Don Harpin de 
‘tive by the Legislative branch, even if pure, he | Ja Gautrais. The bill was read, and passed to the 
-deprecated as an unnatural and illegitimate con- second reading. 
mexion of distinct powers and duties; his own | The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment he thought would have the effect to , motion in relation to William Conner, and agreed 
keep the election of President where the framers | thereto. 
‘of the Constitution designed it should be, and| The three bills brought up, on the 7th instant, 
where it ought to be—that is, in the hands of the | fromthe House of Representatives, for concur- 
Electors elected by the people, and to prevent al. | rence, were read, and severally passed to the sec- 
‘most the possibility of an election ever becoming | ond reading. 
necessary by the members of Congress. Allthese,| phe bill, entitled “An act supplementary to, 
and many other arguments, Mr. T’. pressed and | ang to amend, an act, entitled ‘An act to regulate 
illustrated with force and ingenuity. When he | the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, 
concluded— . | passed the 2d March, 1799, and for other pur- 
Mr. Dickerson observed, that he was not in poses,” was read the second time, by unanimous 
possession at this moment of the facts and mate- | concent, and on motion by Mr. Lioyp, of Massa- 
rials necessary to enable him to answer the inge- | chusetts, it was referred to a select committee, to 
nious and impressive speech of Mr. T. now, i ‘consist of five members, to consider and report 
a ene - ae ate to do so at all; for he | thereon; and Messrs. Luoyp of Massachusetts, 
ee j _— h e remarks of that gentleman had | p,rrorr, WiLLIAMs of Mississippi, Kina of New 
produced much impression on his mind, as they ‘York, and Smirx of Maryland, were appointed 
had no doubt done on others. He moved, for the the Comimittée , 
purpose of allowing time for reflection and inves- |" ye pili for the #éliel’ of Taylor Berry was 
= to postpone the subject to Tuesday; | 04 the secdha tite 
‘which motior was agreed to. , 
Adjourned to Monday. 








; 





The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, the consideration of the bill directing the 
‘payment of the Georgia militia. claims, for ser- 
Monpay, February 10. | vices rendered during the years 1792, ’3, and ’4; 
Mr. MILts presented the petition of Lieutenant ‘and, no amendment having been made thereto, it 
Robert F. Stockton, late commander of the Uni- | Was reported to the House; and, on the parte 
ted States’ schooner Alligator, stating that, in the “Shall this bill be engrossed and read a thirc 
discharge of his duty, he captured, and brought in | time?” it was determined in the affirmative— 
for adjudication, two vessels, viz., the Jeune Eu- | yeas 28, nays 11, as follows: 
gene, and the Mariana Flora; that, in defending | Ysas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown of 
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Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Dickerson, Edwards, El- 


fiott, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes of Maine, Holmes of 


Mississippi, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of Louisi- 
ana, Kelly, King of Alabama, Lloyd of Massachusetts, 
Noble, Parrott, Smith of Maryland, Smith of South 
Uarolina, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor of Virginia, Van 
Dyke, Ware, Williams of Mississippi, and Williams 
of Tennessee. 

Nars— Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, D’ Wolf, 
Eaton, King of New York, Knight, Macon, Mills, 
Morril, Ruggles, and Van Buren. 


The*Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to extend the 
charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, together with the amend- 
iment reported thereto by the Committee on the 
District of Columbia; and, on motion, the bill 
was laid on the table. 

The Senate took up the bill to revive and con- 
tinue in force the 7th section of the act of May, 
1811, supplementary to the several acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisi- 
ana; and after some discussion, and the adoption 
ofan amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Public Lands, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The Senate next resumed the consideration of 
‘the bill from the House of Representatives grant- 
ing certain lands to the State of Ohio for the pur- 
“po laying out and making a road from the | 

ower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the | 
Western boundary of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve, in Ohio, (through the Black Swamp,) 
agreeably to the provisions of the Indian treaty 
concluded at Brownstown. 

When this bill was up on a former day, Mr. 
Kine, of New York, contended that the lands 
which, it was asserted by the friends of the bill, 





had not been granted for that purpose; but that 
the mile of land in width, on each side of the 


route ‘agreed on for a road, was granted to the | 


United States by the Indians for the formation of, 
and to promote settlements on, the line of the 
contemplated road, &c. 

This opinion, and the arguments with which 
Mr. K. accompanied it, were to-day replied to by 
Mr. Brown, of Ohio, at some length; after which 
the bill was laid over until to-morrow. 


the bill to regulate the commercial intercourse be- 


tween the United States and certain British colo- | 


nial ports. Some discussion arose on the provis- 
ions of this bill, embracing principally questions 
of detail, in which Messrs. LLoyp, of Massachu- 
setts, Barpour, Smit, of Maryland, Miuxs, and 


Revolutionary Pensions. 





were granted by the Indians to make this road, | 





Senate. 





value; at least he was opposed to adopting any 
such measure without mature deliberation, and 
moved to lay the bill on the table for the present—. 
which motion was agreed to. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have d 
a bill, entitled “An act to extend the jurisdiction 
of justices of the peace, in the recovery of debts, 
in the District of Columbia ;” a bill, entitled “An 
act to extend the time allowed for the redemption 
of lands sold for direct tax, in certain cases ;” and 
also a bill, entitled “An act vesting in the State 
of Virginia the right of the United States to all 
fines assessed for non-performance of militia duty, 
during the late war with Great Britain, within 
said State;” in which bills they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The said bills were read, and severally passed 
to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to extend the juris- 
diction of justices of the peace, in the recovery of 
debts, in the District of Columbia,” was read the 
second time, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee op the District of Columbia. 

The bill, entitled “An act to extend the time 
allowed for the redemption of land sold for direct 
tax, in certain cases,” was read the second time, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The bill, entitled “An act vesting in the State 
of Virginia the right of the United States to-all 
fines assessed for non-performance of militia duty, 
during the late war with Great Britain, within 
said State,” was read the second time, by unani- 


| mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 


the Militia. 


Mr. Kino, of New York, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate, as 
soon as may be, an estimate of the quantity of land 
in the State of Georgia to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished by the United States since the ces- 
sion of a portion of the territory of Georgia to the 
United States, together with a statement of the cost of 
such extinguishment; and, also, an estimate of the 
quantity of land within said State, and by what tribes 
claimed, to which the Indian title still remains to be 


: ; | extinguished. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of | 


Mr. Benton submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 


| instructed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, 
| provision is necessary to be made by law to enable 


the President of: the United States to alter or modify 
the second article of the treaty of October 18, 1820, 


Kina, of New York, participated ; after which the | petween the United States and the Choctaw tribe of 


bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate took up the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause the Lead 
Mines and Salt Spring lands belonging to the 
United States to be exposed to public sale. 

Mr. Kina, of New York, doubted the expedi- 
ency of ordering a sale of this important property 
of the nation, the extent of which was unknown, 
except so far as that it was known to be of great 


Indians, so as to give effect to the said treaty without 
injustice to the white population settled in the Terri- 
tory of Arkansas. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. Nos te, from the Committee on Pensions, 
communicated the following letter from the Sec- 
retary of War, which was read, and ordered to be 
printed : 






























Mr. Lownie presented the memorial of the Phil- | seventh section of an act, entitled “An act supple- 
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War Department, Fed. 8, 1823. | adelphia Chamber of Commerce, in relation to men! 

Sin: I have the honor to inform you, in reply to | the act to regulate the collection of duties on im- land 
your letter of the 6th instant, that, until the month of | ports and tonnage. The memorial was read, and the'l 
‘August, 1818, no particular account was kept of the | referred to the select committee to which was re- ead 
number of applications for pensions, under the act of | ferred, yesterday, the bill, entitled “An act supple- , M 
the 18th aos 1818. pee Ane een ere f | mentary a and to amend, . act, entitled ‘An Lan 
mnemeins oF e fee S “4 een opt, tele ss | act to regulate the collection of duties on imports Lieu 
Be cae ee ne ae cnr sad ama ered the 20 Maro aroha he Hl 

other purposes. 

: May Ist, 1820, 2,039 have applied under both laws— _ Mr Patuad presented the resolution of the i 
aSere canis have been em on aoe of Legislature of the State of Illinois, relative to the hit 
which have been rejected, or dropt from the roll, un- jocation and marking of the road from Waheeling 
der the act of the Ist May, 1820. On the 4th of| +, ihe Mississippi. The resolution was read, and sc 
September last, 12,331 were then on the pension list. | me ae ’ tails, 
The remaining 4,221 are either dead, or, from causes | ne — the er tse Z Roads ane, Sante orde’ 
unknown to this Department, have failed to exhibit | M Be ee presente c e petition of Daniel Re 
schedules of property. In 1818, the sum of $104,900 | \"~ oon, late a captain of rangers, praying reim- repo 
85, was paid to pensioners, under the act of that bursement of his expenses for a servant and two tion 
year; in 1819, $1,811,328 96; in 1820, the sum paid | horses. The petition was read, and referred to with 
was only $1,373,849 41, the list of pensioners having | the Committee on Claims. f oug! 
been reduced: by the operation of the act of the Ist| Mr. Benron also presented the memorial of 7 
May, 1820; in 1821, the sum of $1,200,000 was | the Legislature of the State of Missouri, praying moti 
paid; and, in the year 1822, the sum of $1,833,936 30. the organization of a tribunal for the adjudication info 
gore nero nee ml ‘feo nie arises | of Lye oar claims, “ rene — a — with 

rcumstance, that, in e year, 2 | may be imposed on imported lead. The memoria 
deficiency was occasioned by a greater number having mae read, od referred = the Committee on Public ie 
applied for pensions that year than was anticipated | Lands. ; mitt 
when the estimates were made: $451,836 of the ex-| Mr. Van Buren presented the memorial of D. disn 
penditure of the last year was due the pensioners in | Dunham, praying shat certain privileges may be a 
the preceding year. conferred on the steamship Robert Fulton. The = 

I would respectfully suggest to the committee, of | memorial was read. and referred to the Cesnais- 7 A 
which you are chairman, the propriety of limiting the | 1.4 on Commerce and Manufactures info 
commencement of the Revolutionary pensions, in all | Mr. § f South Caroli fi : the C a bi 
cases, to the time of completing the testimony, not, >" me sect Sehtak a f ° 4 the Ree 
only in original claims, but where persons have been | ™!ttee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the H. | 
continued on, or restored to, the pension roll. At | resolution directing the printing of the Journal ter { 
og the latter class receive their pay from the 4th | of Congress, from the fifth day of September, in W 

arch, 1820 ; and the prospect of receiving the | 1774, to the third day of November, 1786, report- Sen 
amount of three years’ stipend, at one time, opens a | €d the same without amendment. T 
door to attempts at fraud, and is no small inducement | ee the notice yesterday given, Mr. cont 
for many to dispose of their property with a view of Smita, of Maryland, asked and obtained leave, T 
receiving pensions. 'and introduced the following joint resolution ; Wh 

I have the honor to be, &c. | which was read and passed to a second reading: of E 

J. C. CALHOUN. Resolved, by the Senateand House of Representa- ing 

Hon. James Nostr, | tives of the United States of America in Congress as- and 

Chairman Com. Pensions. | sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
= following amendment to the Constitution of the NE 

| United States be proposed to the Legislatures of the 

Torspay, Febr uary 11. | several States; which, when ratified by the Legisla- 

Mr. WILLIAMs, of Tennessee, from the Com- | tures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid, to M 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred | all intents and purposes, as part of the said Consti- Jud 
the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An | tution : Ma: 
act relating to the ransom of American captives of | That Congress shall have power to adopt and ex- the 
the late war,” reported the same without amend- | ecute a system of internal improvements, confined to mat 
ment. | great national purposes. pray 
eee tlicen vf tinea eee taet| ante ee 
may be extended to those purchasers of public; Mr. Seuieini from the Committee on the Ju- T 
lands who had paid for the same prior to the pas- | diciary, to which was referred the bill for the enti 
sage of the act of Congress for the relief of the | punishment of frauds committed on the Depart- cert 
en of eens ments of the Government of the United States, = 
morial of the General Assembly of the State of | ““The bill dirceriog the penne ene ie. Georg the 

“he ahve seer e of | ie bill directing the payment of the Georgia 
ees praying a donation of public land for | militia claims for services rendered during the ~ 
mag SiR UAy chien ng te anne “ eek 1792,-’3, and ’4, was read a third time, and a 

’ e | passed. | 
on Commerce and Manufactures. The bill to revive and to continue in force the - 
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mentary to the several acts for the adjustment of | Georgia, as a consideration for the purchase of the 
land claims in the State of Louisiana, approved | land released, with a power to recover the same; 
the 11th May, 1820, and for other purposes,” was | ‘‘such release, amngneient, transfer, and power, to 
da third time, and passed. take effect, on indemnification of such claimants being 
Ba “2 Faron, from the Committee on Public made, conformably to the provisions of this act. 
Lapis, reported a bill to commute the pension of And the Secretary of State, Secretary of the Treas- 


: 7 ; ury, and the Attorney General of the United States 
Lieutenant Alfred Flournoy ; and the bill was for the time being, were thereby constituted and ap- 


read. . . inted a Board of Commissioners, “and fully au- 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the capriand and required to adjudge and determine ‘aa 
dill to regulate the commercial intercourse between the sufficiency of the release, and sssiguiments, and 
the United States, and certain British colonial powers, to be executed and deposited in the office of 
ports ; and after some further discussion of its de-| the Secretary of State ; and also to adjudge, and finally 
tails, and some amendment thereof, the bill was} to determine upon, all controversies arising from such 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. claims so released as aforesaid, which may be found to 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the! conflict with, and be adverse to, each other; and, also, 
report of the Committee of Claims, on the peti-/ to adjudge and determine upon all such claims, under 
tion of James Turner, and, in concurrence there-/| the aforesaid act, or pretended act, of the State of 
with, seeped that nS prayer of the petitioner Corus. 8 may rere have accrued to the Uni- 
ot to ranted. ted States by operation of law. 

oe Primed the consideration of the By the act aforesaid, the President was authorized 
motion of the 10th instant, for requesting certain | and required to cause to be issued, from the Treasury 
information in relation to the Indian title to lands | of the United States, to such claimants, respectively, 
within the State of Georgia, and agreed thereto. | certificates of stock, payable out of moneys arismg 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the | om thecal fei pote lade sad among other 

: yea : . : . 
— a os oe pps ge der the Georgia Mississippi Company, under the like 


, . -| terms and restrictions, a sum not exceeding, in the 
et eee, WILLIAMS, Of| whole, one million five hundred and fifty thousand 
Ississi ppt, , . ‘ dollars : 

A message from the House of Representatives| 5, ‘ie 1 ; ; 

informed the Senate that the House have passed | _.“/ pe Thet eny ae oe oo under 

bill, entitled “An act for the relief of James either of said companies, and entitled to in emnity by 

Hon of Sale’ Works che'of the sureties of Joseph virtue of this act, shall receive such indemnity only 
) Tas eam, s in proportion to the amount of such claim.” 

SMT iat ocrvice of the aad Sates.” By an act of Congress, supplementary to the above, 

. ae 


t [ . dated 23d January, 1815, the President was author- 
in which bill they request the concurrence of the | ized, by and with the advice of the Senate, to appoint 
Senate. 


three fit and disinterested persons to be and act as 
The said bill was read, and it passed to the se-| commissioners, by virtue of said first-mentioned act, 

cond reading. in the place of the public officers therein mentioned. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


The said persons were constituted and appointed a 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief | Board of Commissioners ; which board was “ declared 
of Eleanor Lawrence; and, an amendment hav-| to be intended to effect the same purposes and ser- 
ing been made thereto, it was reported to the House, | vices as the said original board,” and was thereby 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


“ authorized to execute alJ the powers granted to, and 
directed to perform all the duties enjoined upon, the 
NEW ENGLAND MISSISSIPPI LAND COM- 
PANY. 


said original Board of Commissioners, according to 
the intent and provisions of the act aforesaid.’’ 
Mr. Van Buren. from the Committee on the In pursuance of the said last-mentioned act, Thom- 
7 ’ . . 
Judiciary, to which was referred a petition of the 
Massachusetts Directors of the Association called 


as Swan, Francis S. Key, and John Law, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, were duly appointed commissioners 

the New England Mississippi Land Company, 

made a detailed report thereon, adverse to the 


to perform said service ; and from the decree herewith 
exhibited, and from the case of Brown against Gil- 
prayer of the petition; which was read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


man, decided in the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and reported in 4th volume of Wheaton’s Re- 

The report is as follows: 

That, by an act of Congress, dated March 31, 1814, 


ports, it doth appear, that the Georgia Mississippi 
Company, mentioned in said act, sold and conveyed 
to certain persons in New England, all the land which 
entitled “An act providing for the indemnification of | they had acquired by said act, or pretended act, of the 
certain claimants of public land in the Mississippi | State of Georgia, estimated to contain eleven millions 
Territory,” it is enacted, that every person or persons | three hundred and eighty thousand acres, at and after 
claiming said land, who have exhibited their claim to | the rate of ten cents per acre; two cents of which 
the Secretary of State, ‘shall be allowed until the | were paid in money, and the residue by notes of the 
first Monday in January next, to deposite, in the of- 

fice of the Secretary of State of the United States, a 

sufficient legal release of all such claim or claims, to 


respective purchasers, payable in successive years, 
the United States, and an assignment and transfer to 


with approved endorsers. The deed of conveyance, 
in due form of law, was made to the purchasers, and 

the United States, of their right and claim to any sum 

of money,” paid into the Treasury of the State of 





SS 


being placed in “escrow” for a short time, on pay- 
ment of the money, and reception of notes, with en- 
dorsers satisfactory to the vendors, said deed was duly 
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delivered to the purchasers, who formed the association 
above ational. and conveyed their respective shares 
in said land to the trustees of said New England Missis- 
sippi Land Company, who were authorized to issue ne- 
ble certificates, or scrips, so called, déclaring the 

r thereof to be entitled to the proceeds of the 
quantity of land therein mentioned. The said trus- 
tees of the New England Mississippi Land Company, 
and directors thereof, petitioners as aforesaid, in pur- 
suance of said act of indemnification, made proper re- 
leases and assignments of all right and claim to said 


pany, deducting the reasonable proportion of the 
expenses of the company. They also decreed that 
persons holding the scrip or certificates of said com- 
pany, which were derived originally from the sales 
made by parties to said unpaid notes, had no claim 
whatever on said fund; and in a distribution thereof, 
| assigned to such certificate holders whose claims they 
allowed as above, their proportion of the company’s 
funds, unencumbered by certificates derived originally 

from the parties to said notes as aforesaid. 
It further appears, from the said case of Brown and 


Jand, and money in the treasury of Georgia, to the | Gilman being a suit brought agains said directors by the 
United States, and deposited the same in the office | holder of one of said certificates which had issued from 
of the Secretary of State, as required by said act, and | the title of the parties to said unpaid notes aforesaid, 
presented a claim for indemnification for the whole of | that the commissioners erred in pronouncing that there 
said land, amounting, by said act, to one million five | was any lien.upon said land, in consequence of said 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. unpaid notes; and the said directors were adjudged 
The Georgia Mississippi Company, above named, | liable to pay the same certificates, which the commis- 
resented a claim to said commissioners for indemni- | sioners had declared were not obligatory; and ‘hus 
cations to the amount of 957,600 acres, part of said | the said directors, the petitioners, who, by the proceed- 
land sold by them as aforesaid, equal to one hundred | ings of said commissioners, received only about three- 
and thirty thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars | fourths of the stock of the company, were held liable 
and twelve cents, (say $130,425 12,) in consequence | to pay, in the first instance, the whole sum of one 
of certain unpaid notes they possessed, given in part | hundred and thirty thousand four hundred and twenty- 
for the purchase of said land, amounting to ninety- | five dollars twelve cents, (say $130,425 12.) 
five thousand seven hundred and sixty dollars, (say | It also appears that the commissioners were not 
$95,760 ;) which claim of said Georgia Mississippi | informed of the laws of Georgia, which, similar to 
Company, was opposed by said New England Com- | those of Massachusetts, do not allow any lien to the 
pany, none of which members were indebted on said | vendor of land without mortgage or special securi- 


notes; the sale of said land by the said original pur- 
chasers or parties to said notes having been made soon 
after they acquired the title as above, their assignees 


being members of the company. The said commis- | 


sioners, however, adjudged and decreed that the said 
Georgia Mississippi Land Company, as vendors of said 
land, {although no mortgage or special security was 
made or reserved thereon,) had a just right or lien upon 
said quantity of land, for which said unpaid notes were 
given; and the said commissioners accordingly did 
adjudge and assign, out of the said sum of $1,550,000, 
the sum of one hundred and thirty thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and twelve cents, (say 
$130,425 12,) to the said Georgia Mississippi Land 
Company ; the largest portion of which, about three- 


Sourths, as appears by the said decree of said commis- | 
sioners, was adjudged to belong to the United States, 


who claimed under the said Georgia Mississippi Land 


Company, in virtue of shares therein surrendered to | 


the State of Georgia, and by the act aforesaid re- 
served to the United States. And the United States, 


as appears by said decree, now retain from said origi- | 


nal sum, as representing shares of said Georgia Mis- 
sissippi Land Company, a larger sum than the said one 


hundred and thirty thousand four hundred and twenty- 
five dollars twelve cents, (say $130,425 12,) taken by 


said commissioners from the said New England Missis- 
sippi Land Company as aforesaid. It also appears by 


the report of said commissioners, herewith, that the | 


said commissioners received as claims on said fund 
the certificates or scrip of divers persons, issued by the 
trustees of said New England Mississippi Land Com- 


pany, to the amount of one-fourth part of the stock of | 


said company, or thereabouts. Said directors urged 


to said commissioners that persons who held their cer- | flict with, and to be adverse to, each other; and, also, 


tificates, and were thereby members of the company, | to adjudge, and determine upon, all such claims, under 


eso é | the aforesaid act, or pretended act, as may be found to 
share or dividend, after the indemnification had been | 


received by the treasurer; but the board considered | The contemplated compensation, which was to extin- 


ought to resort to the trustees or treasurer for their 


| ty ; and the surviving commissioners (Messrs. Swann 
/and Key) are now fully satisfied that the said award 
| Was erroneous. 

On the above facts, the petitioners have prayed that 
the aforesaid sum, erroneously withheld from them by 
_said commissioners, may be granted to them; and, if 
‘not, that they may be reinvested in their title to said 
‘nine hundred ana fifty-seven thousand six hundred 
| acres (say 957,600 acres) of land, for which they have 
| received no indemnification, by an act declaring that 
| the said release executed by them to the United States, 
| shall be inoperative as respects said quantity of land; 
| and that the deeds and evidence of title, which in 
_ virtue of said act have been deposited by said com- 
| missioners in said office of the Secretary of State, may 

be restored to them, or attested copies granted, allow- 
| ing the same to have the force of originals in courts of 
| the United States. 

The committee are satisfied that the whole of the 
said sum of $1,550,000 ought in strictness to have been 
| awarded to said directors of the New England Missis- 
sippi Land Company by said commissioners ; but they 
apprehend that the above prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted, for the following reasons, viz: 

The prayer of the petitioners, if granted, must be 
| Satisfied out of the moneys awarded by the commis- 
| sioners to the Georgia Mississippi Land Company, and 
| to the United States, as assignees of such of the Geor- 

gia Mississippi Land Company as had surrendered 
under the act of Georgia. 
| The reference to the commissioners was, as has 
| already been stated, “to adjudge, and finally deter- 
mine upon, all controversies arising from such claims, 
so released as aforesaid, which may be found to con- 





have accrued to the United States by operation of law.” 


that such certificate holder might well apply to them | guish a disputed claim, was made by the United States 
for payment or satisfaction of their scrip in said com- ' for the sake of peace; the submission was voluntarily 
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entered into by the parties, with full knowledge of the | cond article of the treaty held at St. Mary’s in 
powers of the commissioners, the circumstances of | October, 1818. That he had recently understood 
their selection, the conclusiveness of their award, and | that the tract of land was included in the county: 
their liability to err. If the mistake had been in favor | of Parke, and included the centre of the county ; 
of those who claim the fund, those who hold it would | and that the citizens of that county had labored: 
haye been without redress. All that the United States | fo years under great inconveniences for the want 
were responsible for, was an honest discharge of their | (F the land being sold by the United States, and 
duties by the commissioners, That such has been the | . opportunity (which could only be afforded by 
case, is not controverted; and, that being admitted, : ie on th i, ds) to fix thei y t ¥ 
the committee are of opinion that the petitioners have | * S#°© O° Me lands) to es ‘permanent Comey 
Te aoe 9 seat. Since he had heard of the difficulties which 
no reason to complain, if the award is suffered to re- he aiti f Park lakenedh ated st 
main as binding upon them, as it necessarily was upon | tP€ citizens of Parke county labored under, In re- 
their adversaries. lation to their county seat, he applied to the Sec- 
Secondly. Independently of these considerations, | etary of the oor and found clearly that an 
the trustees of the New England Mississippi Land | act of Congress would be necessary to authorize 
Company are not, in the opinion of the committee, the sale of the tract of land referred to in the re- 
entitled to the relief they ask. They have lost their | solution, though by the existing laws the land 
legal rights by the error of the commissioners, under | could be surveyed. He further added, that the 
the circumstances which have been stated; and their | land was valuable, and he hoped that provision 
application now is to the equity of the Government, | would be made by law to authorize the sale of it; 
which can only be to relieve them from injustice. | and that he was confident the interest of the Uni- 
What is their equity? They ask money for lands for | ted States would be promoted, and the citizens of 
which they have never paid. They ask it at the ex-| Parke county relieved from their present embat- 
pense of those who have. If, through the improvi- | rassment. 


dence of those from whom they purchased, they, before | Mr. Noi then moved the Senate to consider 
the submission and award, could, on strict legal prin- | th 6 resolution; which motion was agreed to, and 
ciples, entitle themselves to what they now ask, it was . , 


| the subject was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
their good fortune; but, having lost that legal advan- | ,. ; “i 
tage without fraud, they are without cause of complaint | lic Lands, according to his motion. 
that it is not restored to them; for they have lost; AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
nothing to which they were in conscience entitled. The Senate ‘then resumed the consideration of 
Thirdly. If the loss ee on those of the on the proposition of Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, to 
England Mississippi Land Company who had not paid. | . ond the Constitution of the United States, in 
or their immediate assignees, it is conceded that this regard to the election of President of the United 


application would be without merit. That it has fallen ; ot ea , 
on others, ison. accaunt of the terms of the original | States, together with the substitute proposed there 


Association, and the manner of transacting their busi- | £0" by Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey. . 
ness, authorized by the trustees and those they repre-| Mr. Dickerson said, the subject under conside- 
sent; and can furnish no ground of claim against | ation was one of great importance, and merited 
those who had no agency in that matter, and who are, | all the attention which Congress could bestow 
at least, equally innocent. /upon it. Iam sensible, said he, that I must fail 
Fourthly. If the grounds relied on by the commit- | in any attempt to do justice to the pro sitions I 
tee for refusing the direct relief prayed for, are well | have submitted to the Senate, especially when I 
grounded, they are equally valid against the prayer for | must meet the opposition of the honorable gentle- 
the surrender of the release. /man from Virginia, (Mr. TayLor,) a veteran in 
: : He | Constitutional disquisitions, whose opinions on 
: INDIAN RESERVAT ION. | Subjects connected with our Constitution, even 
Mr. Nosce moved the following resolution: | when, unsupported by reasoning or facts, have 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands | nearly acquired the weight of conclusive argu- 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- | ments. 

izing by law the sale of the tract of land reserved to} In one thing, the gentleman from Virginia and 





the Wea tribe of Indians by the second article of the | 
treaty held at St. Mary’s, on the 2d day of October, 
1818, and which tract of land was ceded to the United 
States by the said tribe of Indians by virtue of the 





} 


I agree: that the present Constitutional mode of 
choosing a President of the United States, is in- 
adequate to the purpose, and highly dangerous to 


| the Union. We agree, that an amendment to the 
treaty held at Vincennes on the 11th day of August, | Constitution, in this particular, is absolutely ne- 
1820. cessary ; but we differ as to the remedy to be ap- 

Mr. Nos-e, in offering the resolution, said that, | plied. 

by virtue of the treaty with the Wea tribe of In-|  [ shall endeavor to show, that so much of that 
dians, held at St. Mary’s in the month of Octo- | gentleman’s proposition as differs from the amend- 
ber, 1818, and by the second article of the treaty, | ment I have proposed, is inexpedient, and even 
the Wea Indians reserved to themselves a tract of | dangerous ; that is, so much as respects the exam- 
land in the State of Indiana, at the mouth of Rac- | ination of the Electoral votes by the President of 
coon creek, seven miles in extent, and bordering | the United States—and their reference a second 





on the Wabash river, &c.; that the same tribe of 
Indians, by a treaty held at Vincennes on the 11th 
day of August, 1820, ceded to the United States 
the tract of land which they reserved by the se- 


time to the Electors. By the Constitution, the 
Electors are to give their votes for President and 
Vice President, throughout the Union, on the 


}same day. When the votes are counted before 
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the Senate and House of Representatives, in case 
of no election by the Electors, the House of Rep- 
resentatives is to proceed immediately to choose 
the President. No more time is allowed by law, 
for the different steps of the Presidential election, 
after the choice of ances, than is absolutely ne- | 
cessary to afford the remote States the opportunity 
of giving their votes. These provisions were in- 
tended to prevent intrigue and combination ; and 
they are wisely calculated to produce that effect. 
All: which, however, would be completely coun- 
teracted by adopting the proposition of the gentle- | 
man from Virginia. 

By this plan, the votes of the Electors are to be 
returned to the President of the United States ; to 
be opened and examined by him; and, if it shall 
appear that no person has received a majority of 
the Electoral votes, he shall make proclamation 
of the fact: give notice of it to all the State Exe- 
cutives, and publish the number of votes given to 
each person as President ; whereupon, the Elec- 
tors shall again be convened, and again vote. It 
is evident, that the Electors must be chosen at a 
much earlier period than is now required, for there 
must be time to send on the Electoral votes from 
the most remote States, to the President, and to 
send messengers to those States, in case of failure 
to send on the votes. There must be time for ex- 
amining the votes by the President; returning | 
them to the State Executives; re-assembling the 
Electors for a second vote. All these operations 
give room for intrigue, and are attended with 
danger. 

The votes of the Electors are to be sent on to 
the President, who may be a candidate himself; 
or, if not, he may be disposed to nominate his 
successor. He shall open and examine the votes; 
and, if it shall appear that no person has a major- 
ity of the whole number, he shall make procla- 
mation. He, therefore, must decide upon the 
legality of votes—which are to be counted, and 
which not—the power to examine and count the 
votes, and to decide if any one has a majority of 
the whole, implies the power to reject those which 
ought not to be counted. Sucha power is vested 
in the body now authorized to examine and count 
the Electoral votes. But are we prepared to vest 
such a power in any individual, however exalted 
his station or his virtues? But, suppose the Pres- 
ident should avail himself of the assistance of his 
Cabinet, as in other cases, where he has important 
duties to perform, would the case be much altered 
for the better? I will suppose this part of the gen- 
tleman’s amendment already adopted, and that 
some eighteen or twenty months to come are al- 
ready past; that the Electoral votes are transmit- 
ted to the President; that his Cabinet is assembled, 
and busily engaged in opening and examining 
these votes. The assemblage would present an 
interesting groupe, worthy of the pencil of Ho- 
garth ; I will suppose the gentleman from Virginia 
to be an invisible spectator of this novel seene— 
and,I think, he would be convinced, that, although 
his proposition might be considered as an altera- 
tion, it could not be considered as an amendment 
to the Constitution. 








In 1808 the Electors of Massachusetts were 
chosen by the joint vote of the two houses of the 
Legislature ; but the resolution for going into joint 
meeting required the assent of the Governor, which 
he refused to give. 

It happened that the vote of Massachusetts made 
no difference as to the result of the election ; the 
votes were received and counted; but, had the 
election turned upon the votes of Massachusetts, 
they might have been rejected. We will suppose 
the same thing to happen under the proposed 
amendment: the votes are returned to the Presj- 
dent, who, with or without his Cabinet, discovers 
that, by counting the votes of Massachusetts, the 
candidate A has a majority of all the voters; but 
he rejects the vote of Massachusetts, and no one 
has a majority of the whole. On the second vote 
of the Bester, returned to the President of the 
Senate, B has a majority of all the votes, but the 
House of Representatives are of opinion that the 
vote of Massachusetts ought not to have been re- 
jected by the President. Here would be a scene of 
utter confusion, in which the two Houses would 
be involved, from which the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would find it very difficult to extricate them. 
A variety of other cases might be put equally per- 
plexing, and equally dangerous. But more danger 
might be apprehended from another quarter. 
From the moment the President should determine 
that the Electors throughout the States must be 


intrigue and corruption at each of the four-and- 


be witnessed in this country. Whenever the elec- 
toral votes are opened and counted, it should be 
by that body alone which is to decide upon the 
votes, and, in case of no election, to proceed im- 
mediately, without separating to choose the Presi- 
dent. 


sist of three parts, which may be taken distinctly. 
The first is the system for districting the States 
for the choice of Electors and Representatives in 
Congress, in the form in which it has repeatedly 
passed in this body. The second is, for submitting 
the choice of a President, in case of no election 
by the Electors, to a joint meeting of both Houses 
of Congress. The third, for limiting the period 
to which the same person may be eligible to the 
office of President. 

The first is an attempt to bring back, by a Con- 
stitutional regulation, the States to a good rule, 
which they adopted at the commencement of our 
present form of Government. For the three first 
Presidential elections, all, or nearly all, the States 
chose their Electors in single districts, but were 
induced to swerve from this rule by the instigation 
of ambitious individuals. Some of the States 
having adopted the plan of choosing their Electors 
by general ticket, others were obliged to adopt the 
same rule in self-defence. In the year 1800, Vir- 
ginia followed an example which she condemned. 
But, in doing this, she thought it due to her own 
character to declare her motives ; this is done in 
the preamble to the act for choosing Electors in 


general ticket, in which the Legislature say: 


eassembled, there would commence a scene of- 


twenty Electoral colleges, such as I hope never will | 


The propositions which I have submitted con- 
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« Whereas, until some uniform mode for choosing 
‘q President and Vice President of the United 
‘ States shall be prescribed by an amendment to 
‘the Constitution, it may happen, under the law 
‘ of this Commonwealth for appointing Electors 
‘for that purpose, that a choice may take place 
‘contrary to the will of a majority of the United 
‘States, and also contrary to the will of a majori- 
‘ty of the people of the State, which would be 
‘ inconsistent with the true intent and meaning of 
‘the Constitutica of the United States; and al- 
‘though this Commonwealth is willing to accede 
‘to any reasonable and proper amendment of the 
‘said Constitution to remedy the evil, yet, foras- 
‘much as it ought, in the mean time, to be coun- 
‘ teracted by every Constitutional regulation with- 
‘in the power of the Legislature, until it shall be 
‘so removed: Be it enacted,” &c. 

As early as the year 1802 this abandonment of 

rinciple excited alarm, and the Legislatures of 





ermont and New York instructed their Senators 
al regulations, should exist, with respect to every 


and Representatives to use their endeavors in pro- 
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A failure to elect a Chief Magistrate admits of 
no remedy. No compromise can take place be- 
tween the friends of the candidate, who knows he 
has with him a majority of the people and the 
physical strength of the country, and the friends of 
the candidate, who, by fraud or by force, by taking 
advantage of some fault in our Constitution, has 
placed himself in the Presidential Chair, and avail- 
ed himself of the advantages of that situation. 
Civil war is inevitable. The general extent of the 
Union; the new States we have added to the 
Confederation, which, under other circumstances, 
would, by extending the base, give stability to our 
political fabric, would have a tendency to keep the 
discordant parts in their proper places, in this case, 
would have a contrary effect. The centre of at- 
traction being destroyed by division, the parts, by 
their own weight, would be precipitated to disso- 
lution. 

It is of the utmost importance to our safety, that 

he most exact, precise, and explicit Constitution- 


curing such an amendment to the Constitution as | step in the election of a President, and with re- 


is now submitted to the Senate. These instruc- | 
tions are on your journals of that year. Most of 
the States have given similar instructions—some | 
of them repeatedly. The amendment has passed | 
the Senate repeatedly by the Constitutional major- | 
ity of two-thirds, but as yet has not received that 
attention from the House of Representatives that 
its importance merits. The time, perhaps, is not 
far distant when we shall all repent that the op- 
ortunity of adopting this amendment has passed 
by unimproved. 





However calmly we may look upon the period- 
ical returns of our Presidential elections, they are 
calculated to excite alarm in the minds of those 
who examine critically into the provisions of our 
Constitution, upon this subject. Jt is, beyond 
comparison, the most dangerous operation under 
our system of Government. A failure in this is 
fatal to our liberties. While the head of our Gov- 
ment remains sound, one and indivisible, our sys- 
tem will bear the most violent concussions with- 
out danger of dissolution. Do the Judges of the 
Supreme Court transcend their power, Congress 
can apply the remedy. Should it be discovered 
that the Constitution gives to the Supreme Court 
more power than is consistent with the republican 
principles of our institutions—this can be tolerated 
till a remedy can be found in an amendment to 
the Constitution. Do the States resist the legiti- 
mate power of the United States’ Courts, or such 
requisitions of our Government as are warranted 
by law and our Constitution—patience and for- 
bearance, without resort to force, will afford the 
remedy. The tendency to cohesion is so strong, 
while there remains one individual centre of at- 
traction, that the offending States return to a sense 
of duty—and, although separated for a time by the 
angry passions or the ambition of turbulent indi- 
viduals, they return to their ranks, and coalesce in 
a way to give additional strength to the Union. 
Even our little attempts at civil war, have re- 
sulted in giving additional strength to the arm of 
Government. 


spect to the exercise and limitation of his power, 
and yet in nothing is the Constitution so loose, 
vague, and undefined. A constable of a borough 
is appointed to office by rules more explicit, more 
uniform, less subject to change and abuse, than are 
the regulations for choosing a Chief Magistrate 
for ten millions of people. 

It is universally allowed, and has never been de- 


| nied, that all the successive steps, in the different\ 
| States, for electing a President, should be uniform 


and simultaneous; as, otherwise, the most exten- 


| Sive intrigues may be put into successful practice; / 
and yet we are bewildered in considering the va- | 


riety of ways in which the details of these elec- 
tions are conducted; Electors chosen in single 
districts; double, treble, gerrymandering, irregu- 
lar districts ; general ticket; by the State Legis- 
latures; by concurrent vote; by joint meeting, 
with or without the assent of the Governors; fre- 


quently changing, according to the varying dic- { 


> os . . 4 
tates of ambition, passion, or caprice. d 


The most important point is, that the President 
should be elected by a majority, and not a minori- 
ty, of the people. No one should hold that im- 
portant appointment who has not with him the 
physical strength of the country. If he have it, 
all is safe, for the power that has created can pro- 
tect and defend. 

If he have it not, his holding the office is an 
outrage upon the principles of our Government. 
It is unsafe for himself and for the country. Shall 
a strong majority patiently submit to a weak mi- 
nority, who, taking advantage of the faults in our 
Constitution, have succeeded in placing their man 
in the Presidential chair? To presume this, be- 
trays but a slight knowledge of the American 
character, or, indeed, of the human character. 

I will prove that under the present system a 
little more than one-quarter of the citizens of the 
United States can, by possibility, elect a Presi- 
dent against the residue, consisting of nearly three- 
fourths; while the mode proposed will afford the 
nearest possible approach to a fair expression of 
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the public will, unless, indeed, we resort to a vote 
by the people at large. 

Most of the States now choose their Electors 
by general ticket, or appoint them by their Le- 
gislatures ; and all probably will before the next 
election. As this will afford the parties an op- 
portunity of calculating their strength to a nicety, 
it will put into operation the most extensive and 
dangerous intrigues by which a minority may 
elect a President. 

It is evident that, by choosing Electors by gen- 
eral ticket, or by State Legislatures, the minori- 
ties in the States respectively, are completely 
suppressed. 

The whole number of Electors is 261 


A majority ce ae 

i. Vermont has - oe 
2. New York - - 36 
3. New Jersey - - §8 
4. Pennsylvania - - 28 
5. Virginia - - - 24 
6. North Carolina- - 15 
7. Kentucky- - - 14 

132 


A bare majority in the legislatures of these 
seven States could completely control the Presi- 
dential election against the residue of the Union. 
By this arrangement, the voice of nearly one half 
of the citizeys of those States would be suppressed. 
But, if those States in which the political parties 
thus nearly balance each other should be divided 
into 132 districts, each choosing one Elector, the 
result would be as fair an expression of the will 
of those States as could possibly be obtained with- 
out resorting to a general vote by the people. 
The majorities which, under the one plan, would 
control seven States, would, under the other, do 
no more than control seven districts, leaving the 
other 125 districts, upon a calculation of proba- 
bilities, to be equally divided between the parties. 

If we suppose those States about equally divided 
between the parties choosing their Electors in 
districts, the result would probably be that the 


Electors of the one side would be to those of the 


otheras - - - - - 66 to 66 
If the parties should be to | 

each other as 2 to 1, their Elec- 

tors would be as~— - - - 88 to 44 
Ifas3tol,as - - - 99 to 33 
Ifasd4tol,as - -  ~- 106 to 26 nearly. | 
Ifas5tol,as_ - . - 110 to 22 


Ifas10tol,as - -  ~- 121 to 11 nearly. 
So that one party in these States, with a bare 
majority over the other, say 10 to 9, could give a 
more decisive vote for their candidate at a Presi- 
dential election under the present system than the 
same party could do under the district system, 
even if their numbers were to those of the other 
as 10 to 1. 

When the States abandoned the principle of 
choosing Electors in single districts, and adopted | 
that of general ticket, they established a system of | 
classification, for the purpose of suppressing mi- 
norities. It would be tedious to calculate the 
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effect ef this system upon twenty-four States, 
varying so much as they do in amount of popula. 
tion. But I will endeavor to elucidate the princi. 
yi by a familiar example. I will suppose this 

enate to be composed of forty-five attending 
members; the question to be decided, the presen; 
one, requiring two-thirds to carry it in the affirm. 
ative. It is ascertained that, by taking the votes 


per capita, it would be carried in the affirmative, . 


30 being for, and 15 against, it. Let the Senate 
be divided into three classes of 15 each, each class 
to give one vote. The different combinations 
which might be formed would be the following: 


1 ; 10 10 10 affirmative. 
5 negative. 

1] 
4 
12 
3 
12 
3 
13 
2 
14 
1 

These six combinations give unanimous votes 
in the affirmative. 
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9 6 0 negative. 
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These four combinations give majorities in the 
affirmative as 2 to 1, or as if taken per capita; and, 
by gaining a single vote from the affirmative to 
the negative, the question might be carried in the 
negative as 2 to 1— 


1 ; 7 7 15 affirmative. 
8 8 0 negative ; 
that is, the question would be in the affirmative 
as 29 to 16, taken per capita. By this classifica- 
tion it would be carried in the negative as 2 to |. 
Let the Senate be divided into five classes of 


' nine each—six combinations will give unanimous 


majorities in the affirmative. Six will give ma- 
jorities in the affirmative as 3 to 2; one, a major- 
ity in the affirmative as 4 to 1, and one, a majority 
in the negative as 3 to 2. ; 

Let the Senate be divided into nine classes of 
five each; the range of votes will be from unani- 
mous in the affirmative to 5 to 4 in the negative. 

Let the Senate be divided into fifteen classes of 
three each, the combinations will be one in the 
affirmative unanimously. 


One in the affirmative as - - 14tol 
One in the affirmative as : - 13t02 
One in the affirmative as : - 12to3 
One in the affirmative as - - llto4 
Six in the affirmative as - - B2tol 
One in the affirmative as - - $to2 
And one in the affirmative as - "89.7 
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be, that the voters would know something of three 
or four of the thirty-six candidates to be voted for ; 
as for the rest, they must vote in the dark—upon 
trust. The voter must have his direction from the 
great man of the town; the great man of the 
town from the great man of the county, and the 
great man of the county from the great man of 
the State; and these great men would, in fact, 
increase the probabilities of coming at such a vote | manage the whole concern, while the good na- 
as would be given per capita. And as voting for| tured people would believe that they were cher- 
Electors by single districts is the extent to which | ishing the principles of republican liberty by exer- 
the classes can be increased, so it will afford the | cising the sacred right of suffrage. 
nearest approach to an expression of the public | So far as regards the election of a President, 
will, such as would be given by a general vote of | our Government has already assumed the form 
the people at large. of an aristocracy. And what is to prevent the 
The Chief Magistrate of the Union should be | same result in the election of Representatives to 
an officer strictly national. The President of | Congress? 
the United States should be pre-eminently the| It is said that it is less important that the voter 
man of the people. No fear of consolidation | should know the character of the’ Elector for 
should ever induce us to adopt principles calcu- | whom he votes than that of the Representative, 
lated togive us Presidents of a different character. | because the Elector has but a single act to perform. 
If all the States had one uniform population ; one | But, suppose the Elector betrays his constituents 
uniform qualification of voters ; one uniform mode | in this single act ; there would be something worse 
of voting, without doubt the most safe, equitable, | than a total failure; there would not simply be a 
and republican mode of choosing a Chief Magis- | vote thrown into the opposite scale. It would be 
trate to administer the Government for all would | different with regard to a Representative; for, 
be by the general suffrage of all entitled to vote, | although the voters may be deceived with regard 
in ahiek all the States, large and small, wonld|to his character and qualifications, yet it can 
have their relative and proper weight. hardly be conceived that there should be a total 
By the proposed district system, we avoid the | failure. As it respects the Elector, his vote must 
difficulties of a vote by the people at large, which, | be directly for, or directly against, the interest of 
indeed, are insuperable ; and, by the most simple | his constituents ; with respect to the aepeosenine 
operation, arrive, as nearly as possible, at the same | tive there may be intermediate points. There is, 
result. A President thus chosen, would be a na- | in fact, less reason against a choice of Reprerenta- 
tional officer ; would be the man of the people. | tives than of Electors by general ticket. 
If, under the provision of our Constitution, that; Already many of the small States choose their 
each State shall appoint its Electors in such man- | representatives by general ticket. In the large 
ner as the Legislature thereof shall direct, the | States representatives are still chosen in districts ; 
Legislatures, instead of directing the mode, shall | but those districts are often formed in such a way 
take the appointment into their own hands, they | as to suppress, as far as possible, the voice of the 
exercise a power not delegated to them; and this | minorities, by regulations altogether inconsistent 
for the purpose of suppressing minorities. If the| with the principles of republican government. 
States choose their Electors by general ticket, the | This is an abuse of no ordinary magnitude; but 
process in most cases is more absurd, and results | it is not to stop here. Abuses unchecked proceed 
in the same abuse of the rights of a portion of the | to the extreme. 
people. In small States, where the voters may Do we flatter ourselves that party violence is at 


No possible combination under this classifica- 
tion will give a vote in the negative. Six of the 
combinations gre the same vote as if taken per 
capita; and three others give nearly the same 
result. Any gentleman may perceive, from an ex- 
amination of the tables which I submit, and from 
which I make these deductions, that, as you in- 
crease the number of classes, you in the same ratio 








be supposed to know something of the characters | an end; that we are permanently to remain all 
of the candidates, the absurdity of the regulation | Republicans, all Federalists ? If we do, we deceive 
isnot so apparent. But ina large State like New | ourselves. The same array of parties which for 
York, with a population of a million and a half | many years distracted our country may not again 
of people, scattered over a territory of forty-eight | take place; but, if not the same, certainly a dif- 
thousand square miles, an election by general | ferent one, probably more virulent, more sectional, 
ticket for Electors or Representatives must be a | more geographical, more clannish, more inveterate, 
mere mockery of what we are pleased to call the} more dangerous. The process is going on rap- 
sacred right of suffrage. | idly, even within the walls of this Capitol, that 

If the whole thirty-six Electors of that State | must produce this effect. No one can doubt that 
could be selected from among the distinguished | parties must necessarily exist in this Government. 
individuals who regulate the affairs of the State | And although at times they may be split up into 
at Albany, or from the important personages who | small factions, yet the general tendency is to 
figure in -the daily papers at the city of New York, | divide into two great interests, tRe one holding 
the voters would have some rule by which to reg- | the powers and emoluments of Government, the 
ulate their course. But this cannot be; the Elec-| other struggling to obtain them. The dominant 
tors must be taken from the different sections of | parties in the small States will, as they do, elect 
the State, to be regulated by population and ter-! their representatives by general ticket, who, al- 





ritory, that each portion may be gratified with its | though they will represent the whole numbers of 
proper share of power. 


The consequence would | both parties, will represent the wishes and inter- 


ee 























































215 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. | 216 


SENATE. Amendment to the Constitution. Feproary, 1893, 




















ests of but one. If the minorities could remain | numbers are such as to bid defiance to the powers 
without any representation as to their numbers, | of calculation andintrigue. All Italy would elect 
they would be satisfied; but this boon is not |a Pope with less difficulty, and with a less propor. 
nted to them. They are compelled to be rep- | tion of scattering votes, than would be found in q 
resented by those they consider their political | conclave of Cardinals performing the same duty, 
enemies and oppressors. In the State of New York, the scattering votes, 
The dominant parties in the small States will | on an election for Governor, are not as one to 
thus array in Congress a force much beyond their | thousand given to the two prominent candidates, 
legitimate strength. And can this be tolerated by | while their House of Representatives spend days 
the large States during the storm and tempest of | in chosing a Speaker. 
party? Will they, with divided forces, meet the| We have seen the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
solid columns of the small States? It is impossi- | voting from day to day, and from session to ses- 
ble. One abuse leads to and sometimes justifies | sion, in order to choose a Senator, while two can- 
another. When we retaliate, we frequently adopt | didates are supported for the Governmental chair 
the measure we condemn from necessity ; and this, | with scarcely a scattering vote; and yet, by pos- 
in times of party violence, will be considered a | sibility, they might have voted for one hundred 
sufficient excuse for a departure from principle. | thousand candidates. 
Such was the excuse of Virginia in departing| When calculation and intrigue can operate, 
from her original rule of choosing Electors by dis- | scattering votes are produced. We have seen 
tricts. And if she shall, in self-defence, adopt a | nineteen ballots given in our Chamber of Repre- 
law for electing her representatives by general | sentatives, before a Speaker could be elected— 
ticket, we shall probably find her offering her rea- | nearly as many for a Chaplain, and I know not 
son for so doing in language such as she used on | how many for an Assistant Doorkeeper. 
a former occasion. | If we choose Electors by the State Legislatures, 
The maximum of abuse, under our present sys- | there will be twenty-four Electoral colleges, and, 
tem, will be, that the Electors will be appointed | of course, there may be twenty-four candidates 
by the Legislatures of the States, and the repre- | voted for. If the States be divided into two hun- 
sentatives chosen by general ticket. This will be | dred and sixty-one districts, two hundred and 
an usurpation on the part of the dominant parties | sixty-one candidates may receive votes. If the 
of all the power within their reach, and a total | election should be by the people at large, about 
suppression of the voice of the minorities in the | two millions of candidates might receive votes; 
States, respectively. The complete control of our | and yet I will venture to say, that, under the lat- 
elections will necessarily fall into the hands of a | ter mode, there would be a smaller proportion of 
few bold, ambitious, persevering intriguers; and | scattering votes than under any other. 
our boasted elective franchise will be merged ina| In a variety of circumstances, there would be a 
hated aristocracy. ‘greater tendency to throw the final election of a 
Perhaps this circumstance is calculated to make | President into the House of Representatives, un- 
but little impression on those who now form the | der the present, than under the proposed system. 
dominant parties in the United States. Itis the} Suppose it to be ascertained by the great men 
folly of majorities to think that they can perma- | of New York, Virginia, and Massachusetts, that, 
nently retain their power. If they would reflect, calculating upon the known disposition of the 
that, by endeavoring to retain too much power, | State Legislatures, the four States, Pennsylvania, 
they may lose all; if they would, while in power, North Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennessee, hav- 
adopt such laws and regulations as they would ing sixty-eight Electors, would vote for the New 
willingly submit to when that power shall have | York candidate A. That the six States, Maine, 
passed into other hands, they would display a de- | Connecticut, New Jersey, Ohio, South Carolina, 
= of wisdom which they have never yet ex ,and Georgia, having sixty-one Electors, would 
ibited, and which, I fear, they never will. If | vote for the Virginia candidate B; and the eleven 
such was the disposition of majorities, I should | States, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, 
have but little fear for the success of the present | Delaware, Maryland, Alabama, Louisiana, Indi- 
measure. | ana, Illinois, Mississippi, and Missouri, having fifty- 
It is objected to the district system, that it will | seven Electors, would vote for the Massachusetts 
increase the number of candidates for the Presi- | candidateC. New York having thirty-six Electors, 
dency, and, of consequence, increase the chances | Virginia twenty-four, and Massachusetts fifteen— 
of throwing the final choice of the President into | in all seventy-five. Suppose, under such perplex- 
the House of Representatives. The honorable | ing circumstances, the great men of these States, 
gentleman from Virginia takes this for granted, | being the heads of the three parties, should meet 
but makes no attempt to prove it. All experience | to settle the affairs of the nation by way of com- 
proves the congary. It is true, that, as you in- | promise—would they easily come to an agreement, 
crease the number of sections to vote, you increase | so as to prevent scattering votes ? 
the number of candidates that can by possibility | Unless New York, Virginia, and Massachusetts, 
be voted for. But we ought tocalculate the prob- | should unite in the same candidate, there could be 
abilities, not the possibilities, of scattering votes. | no election by Electors. But, New York having 
The more numerous the voters, the more likely to | in favor of her candidate the greatest number of 
fall into the ranks of the two most prominent can- | Electors, would not yield to the other States. Vir- 
didates. This is peculiarly the case, where the | ginia could not hope for success, either by Electors 
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or in the House of Representatives. The States, 
therefore, in favor of her candidates, would divide 
their forces between the other two candidates— 
put, if they should all vote for A, it would not se- 
cure his election—while, if one of those States, 
with Virginia, as Connecticut or New Jersey, 
should be in favor of C, it would be decisive in 
the House of Representatives; and thus thirteen 
States, having eighty Electors, would defeat the 
residue of the Union, having one hundred and 
eighty-one Electors. Under these circumstances, 
Massachusetts would not yield to New York, and 
the final decision could hardly fail to rest with the 
House of Representatives. But would there not 
be a similar tendency, if the Electors were chosen 
in districts ? There would not in the same degree. 
The candidate having the greatest number of dis- 
tricts, would probably have the greatest number 
of States. There would be fewer States interested 
in defeating the election by Electors. A candidate 
having but one-third of the Electors could not 
havea majority of the States. Four States could 
not give sixty-eight votes for the same candidate. 
The votes of New York, Virginia, and Massachu- 
setts, would be so divided, as to diminish the power 
of intrigue and combination. It is evident that 
the power of calculating the means by which the 
effect so much dreaded may be produced, will fre- 
quently lead to that very result. And will it be 
pretended that any State would lose her favorite 
candidate, rather than throw the final election into 
the House of Representatives? Not one. 

It is further objected to the district system, that 
ithas a tendency to diminish the power of the 
great States. But this objection is without the 
slightest foundation. 

hen we speak of the power of States, we 
mean their relative power. It is true that, by the 
district system, a great State may be divided into 
parts, but the small adjoining States would proba- 
bly be divided into the similar parts—their rela- 
tive power would still be the same, as it was be- 
fore the division. The whole vote of New York 
isto that of New Jersey, as thirty-six to eight. 
Suppose these States to be divided into two or 
more similar parts, those parts would bear. to each 
other the same ratio of thirty-six to eight. But 
they may be divided into parts not similar, and to 
the disadvantage of the large State. The chance, 
however, is equal, that the disadvantage shall be 
on the part of the small State. 

Suppose the vote for President to be by the peo- 
ple at large, if such a mode were practicable— 
would not each State have precisely its proper 
weight ? Has any State the ambition to wish for 
more? And is not the proposed amendment the 
nearest possible approach to a system of general 
suffrage ; and of course the nearest possible ap- 
proach to a just distribution of power among the 
States? So far from diminishing the power of 
the great States, the proposed system would add 
to their strength. 

The large States are more exposed to be dis- 
tracted by faction and party spirit, than the small, 
because the objects to be contended for by the am- 
bitious, are greater in the former than the latter. 
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If, to the objects which necessarily belong to large 
States, calculated to call forth the most violent 

party feelings, we add that of giving to the domi- 

nant parties the complete control of the Electoral 

vote—we greatly increase the cause of violence 

and fury between the parties. 

The State of New York gives thirty-six votes 
upon a Presidential Election—nearly a seventh 
part of the whole. The difference whether she 
gives all her votes to the one or the other candi- 
date, is not merely a difference of thirty-six, but 
of seventy-two. Suppose the parties in that State 
to be nearly balanced, as has often happened, and 
may again. The gain or loss of a single county, 
containing not half of the population of an elec- 
tion district, would turn the scale one way or the 
other, and give to the successful party the entire 
vote of the State. Then what bounds could be 
set to the exertions, the intrigue, corruption, vio- 
lence, and fury of the contending parties, for the 
ascendency ? The agitation excited by one Pre- 
sidential election ae not subside before the ap- 
proach of another. A struggle which, under the 
present system, might gain the entire vote of the 
State, would, under the district system, gain no 
more than one or two districts. The object, there- 
fore, not being worth the contest, the struggle 
would not be made. Taking from the State ma- 
jorities this dangerous power, would operate as a 
sedative—would allay the violence of party, which 
distracts, and truly impairs the strength of the 
great States. 

Pennsylvania is nearly as much agitated on 
Presidential electionsas New York. Virginia has 
been somewhat quiescent while we have selected 
our Presidents from among her sons; when we 
cease to do that, she will also become restive. 

Although the district system would not have a 
tendency to diminish the power of the great States, 
it would havea tendency to diminish the power of 
the great men of the great States. But for that 
consideration the proposed amendment would long 
since have been adopted. A man, or a few men, 
possessing the power of wielding the entire vote 
of such a State as New York, Pennsylvania, or 
Virginia, would not be easily persuaded to part 
with that power. It would be a sacrifice to prin- 
ciple hardly to be expected in these times. 

The second proposition which I have submitted, 
will, if adopted, give to a joint meeting of the 
Senate and House of Representatives the power 
to count the votes of the Electors, aud, of conse- 
quence, the power to decide what votes are and 
what are not to be counted. To decide whether any 
candidate has a majority of all the votes; and if no 
one have such majority, to proceed, immediately, by 
ballot, to choose a President. Upon this subject [ 
advance with great diffidence. It is untrodden, per- 
haps untenable ground. The principle of choosing 
officers, by joint meetings of State Legislatures, is 
as old as our Government; but its application to 
the election of a President, is new, or appeared so 
to the committee to whom I first submitted this 
proposition. I hesitate, because a great Constitu- 
tional question requires more consideration than I 
have been able to bestow upon this; and because 
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I cannot place entire confidence in my own opin- 
ion, until I find it corroborated by the decision of 
those, to whose talents and long experience we 
look for aid on questions of great importance and 
difficulty. 

I think, however, the proposition ought to be 
submitted to the States for their consideration ; 
for, unless, after the fullest investigation, it shall 
appear beneficial to the Union, it can never re- 
ceive the concurrence of three-fourths of the States. 

The district system may, and ought to be adopt- 
ed, whether the present proposition shall, or shall 
not, succeed ; but the last without the first would 
be utterly inadmissible ; for, if the joint meeting 
of the Senateand House of Representatives should 
be empowered to elect a President under any cir- 
cumstances, while the Representatives may be 
chosen by general ticket, the abuse of power 
‘would probably be as great as it could be, under 
the present system of voting by States. 

This, it is true, would meet the wishes of the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, who is very 
anxious that the States should preserve their Fed- 
‘eral character in electing a President in the last 
resort, but is not willing they should preserve their 
Federal character of equality in such election—a 
principle, however, which I trust will never be 
abandoned. When the States speak in their Fed- 
eral character, they speak as equals; when in their 
national character, their voice or vote is as their 
numbers respectively. Destroy this principle and 
the Union is dissolved. The States of Vermont, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Kentucky, have one hundred 
and thirty-two Senators and Representatives, a 
majority of the whole; the majorities of these in 
the States, respectively, amount to seventy-two. 
If the majority from each State is to govern the 
vote of the State, that is, if four votes from Ver- 
mont, being in favor of A, the whole seven are to 
be counted for A; and nineteen votes from New 

York, being in favor of A, the whole thirty-six are 
to be counted for A, and so of the rest; it is evi- 
dent that the President might be elected by seventy- 
two Senators and Representatives against those 
of the residue of the Union, amounting to one 
hundred and eighty-nine. Bui to extinguish the 
voice of the Senators and Representatives in this 
manner, would be deemed an outrage upon the 
rights of minorities, not to be tolerated. And yet, 
nearly the same effect is produced if the Repre- 
sentatives of those States are chosen by general 
ticket, and would be precisely the same if we con- 
sider the Senators as Representatives, and chosen 
in the same way. If the majority in Vermont 
could elect four and the minority three, the ma- 
jority of New York nineteen, and the minority 
seventeen, and so of the rest, is it of any import- 
ance to those minorities whether the voice of their 
Representatives, after they have been permitted to 
send them on to the Seat of Government, shall 
thus be suppressed, or whether they shall be pre- 
vented from sending Representatives, by a total 
suppression of their voice, in the first instance, by 
a general ticket? In each case the abuse of power 
is the same; in each case the invasion of the Fed- 
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eral principle of our Government is the sam § 


A moment’s reflection must lead to the conely. 
sion that the power of electing a President wi 
never be given to this joint meeting, unless th, 
representative members of it shall be elected jy 
single districts. A joint meeting thus compose; 
would represent, as nearly as possible, the powe 
and will of the people of the United States, jp 
their Federal and national character. This body 
would be, as nearly as possible, analogous to the 
whole body of Electors to be chosen under the 
proposed system. The two Houses, in such case, 
voting as the Electors vote, per capita, would 

robably enjoy the confidence of the people in as 

igh a degree as the Electors themselves, and 
might be expected to decide as the Electors woul; 
do, if they were assembled at the Seat of Govern. 
ment for that purpose. 

This would be a more safe mode than any yet 
proposed of electing a President ; certainly a much 
more safe mode than that of election in the House 
of Representatives, by States, in which thirty-one 
Representatives could elect a President against 
one hundred and eighty-two. 

1. New Hampshire has Representatives 6, maj. 
. Rhode Island - - - - 2 
. Connecticut - - - - 
. Vermont - - - - - 
New Jersey 
Delaware 
Georgia - - - - 
Alabama 
. Mississippi - - - : ‘ 
. Louisiana - - - . - 
. Indiana - - - - - 
12. Illinois - - - - : 
13. Missouri - - - s 


| 
; 
3 
| 


) 
l 
4 


— 
SODISANS WW 


_ 
— 
mre CO COM COM ON 


Majority of all the States - - 45 31 

Thirty-one Representatives, being majorities of 

the Representatives of thirteen States, could elect 
a President. 

This, it must be confessed, is a dangerous power 
on the part of the smal! States; more dangerous 
to themselves than to the large States. A resort 
to the House of Representatives, on such an elec- 
tion, must be dreaded by all. We have had but 
one instance of it; that filled the country with 
alarm. Dangerous, however, as this power may 
be, it is not much more so than the power of com- 
bination under the present system, by which the 
bare majorities in seven States can control the 
Presidential election against the rest of the Union. 
This circumstance excites no uneasiness in the 
mind of the honorable gentleman, because this 
abuse can only be put into practice by the large 
States. He even thinks those States should have 
this power, that, by an understanding and arrange- 
ment with each other, they may always prevent 
the election of a President from devolving upon 
the House of Representatives. 

The opportunities of suppressing minorities, and 
procuring the election of a President against the 
will of a majority of the people of the United 
States, may occur every four years, while the cir- 
cumstance of reference to the House of Repre- 
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sentatives has happened but once in fiveand thirty | That no limitation was placed to the term of 
years, and which we all pray may never happen | service of the President, gave great dissatisfaction 
in; and which would not then have héppened at the time. In the amendments proposed by Vir- 
put for the law of Virginia repealing the district oe at the time of ratifying the Constitution, we 
system in that State. Bat for that law, Mr. | find this: No person shall be capable of being 
Adams and Mr. Pinckney would have had a ma- | President of the United States for more than eight 
jority of all the votes, and Rhode Island had | years in sixteen. 
taken care to give one more vote for Mr. Adams! North Carolina proposed the same amendment. 
than Mr. Pinckney. New York proposed that no person should be 
The small States will consider the adoption of | eligible to the office of President of the United 
that proposition as a relinquishment of a portion | States a third time. 
of their power. But to give up a power which; Our Chief Magistrates have shown a disposition 
cannot be exercised with safety, is not yielding an | to yield to this principle—they have, by their ex- 
important point. A portion of this power was | ample, given it something like the force of law— 
yielded up by the small States when they agreed |a law, however, which would not impose the 
to the amendment for designating the Electors of | slightest barrier to the views of an ambitious 
President and Vice President. This should rot | President, who might be persuaded by his friends 
be forgotten. The advantage now possessed by | that the public interest would suffer by his re- 
the small States against the large, of choosing a | tiring from office. 
President in the last resort, is not at all greater| Our Presidents, although they have clearly 
than that possessed by the large States, in choos- | evinced a determination to retire from office after 
ing Electors. In both cases the power is calcu- | eight years’ service, yet have not retired until 
lated to defeat the will of a majority of the peo- | they had arrived at the age of sixty-four or sixty- 
le of the United States. The safety of the Union | five, at which age, it is to be hoped, ambition be- 
emands a mutual concession of these powers. I | gins to subside. Younger Chief Magistrates would 
believe it is the only ground upon which those | not easily perceive that the precedent of retiring 
who fear an abuse of power in the small, and | at the end of eight years could exactly apply to 
those who fear the same thing from the large | their cases. They would rather conclude that the 
States, can ever meet. But, to presume that this | precedent would warrant them in retaining the 
concessiun will be made on the part of the small | office until they should arrive at the age of sixty- 
States alone, after what they have done, is pre- | four or sixty-five. 
suming upon what never will and never ought to | In many of the States the periods to which 
take place. | their Governors can be elected are limited by their 
I have now arrived at my last proposition, that | constitutions; and it should be so in all; yet the 
no person, having been twice elected President of | President, with his immense patronage, and with 
the United States, shall be again eligible to that | the command of the oo of the United States, 
office. This, I think, must succeed, even if the | is left without such a salutary limitation. The 
other two shall fail. In favor of this, we have a | broad road to monarchy is left open by those who 
strong expression of the public will, from the | formed our Constitution, by neglect or by design. 
earliest period of our Government. Any person is eligible to the office of President, 
In the Federal Convention, Mr. Randolph, of | who is a natural born citizen, or citizen at the 
Virginia, submitted a proposition that the Presi-| time of adopting the Constitution—thirty-five 
dent should not be eligible a second time; the | years old, and a resident of the United States 
term of service then proposed was seven years. | fourteen years before the election. 
This proposition was afterwards adopted, eight} A General at the head of our Army may bea 
States being in favor of it, one against it, and one | candidate for the Presidency. 
divided. The proposition of Mr. Patterson, of; In Rome, the Consular power was divided be- 
New Jersey, contained a similar provision. | tween two, each a check upon the other; the 
August 6th, 1787, a committee of the Conven- | term of service limited to one year; no one could 
tion reported a draught of the constitution, with | be elected Consul under the age of forty-two; 
this provision ; but one month after, another com- | and no one could sue for the Consulship, unless 
mittee reported amendments to that draught, in| personally present, and in a private capacity. 
which this provision was omitted. A plan of a This last regulation was one of great importance, 
constitution had been previously submitted by a | and while strictly observed secured the liberties of 
delegate from New York, proposing to have a|that Republic. But Pompey, unfortunately for 
chief executive during good behaviour, or for life, | himself and his country, consented to a law, by 
which would have been an elective monarchy. | which Julius Cesar was permitted to sue for the 
The plan adopted by the Convention was a mid- | Consulship, while-absent and at the head of a 
dle course, between the two projects. But the! powerful army. And Cicero lent the aid of his 
efriends to a President for life, or elective monarch, | eloquence in favor of this law. Pompey was 
calculated that they should ultimately succeed— | among the first to feel the effects of his folly. He 
that the President would be elected from term to | endeavored, when too Jate, to counteract the meas- 
term for life, and that this would gradually grow | ure he had adopted. He was overwhelmed and 
into the principle they wished to establish. All | destroyed, and the liberties of his country forever 
history, except our own, will justify this conclu- | lost. 
gion. Although I would not adopt all the maxims of 
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Roman jealousy, 1 would adopt some of them; 
that especially, which should limit the power of 
the first officer in the Government. 

A proposition for establishing an elective mon- 
archy was submitted to the Federal Convention, 
without meeting with any marked reprobation 
Too much of the same spirit, I fear, still remains, 
which ought to be counteracted—ought to be 
suppressed, before some accident shall give new 
vigor and impulse to its dangerous tendencies. 

hen Mr. D. had concluded— 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, rose, and adverted to 
the difficulties which stood in the way of any 
amendment whatever of the Constitution—hav- 
ing first to be approved by two-thirds of both 
Houses of Congress, then by the Legislatures of 
two-thirds of the States, amounting to eighteen in 
number ; but notwithstanding these discouraging 
obstacles he observed that there was a defect in 
the Constitution not heretofore touched on or 
pointed out by any of the gentlemen who had 
spoken on the subject, which might be productive 
hereafter, if not remedied, of the greatest mis- 
chief; he referred to the want of some rule in the 
Constitution to provide for the occurrence of a 
contested election for the office of President of 
the United States. The Constitution had pointed 
out a mode of election, in case a majority of the 
electoral votes were not given to any one person 
—this mode was an election by the House of 
Representatives ; but, suppose circumstances should 
arise in this last resort, which should create a 
disputed and an unsettled election, we should, in 
such a case, said Mr. H., be at sea in a tempest, 
without chart or compass, and this defect may 
pers to be a rock, if not removed, on which the 
iberties of this country may be wrecked. Under 
this impression, discouraging as was the prospect 
of the adoption of any amendment, he was in- 
duced to offer one, which he would take another 
opportunity of discussing, as well as the other 
propositions on the same subject before the Sen- 
ate. Mr. H. then submitted the following as an 
amendment to the original resolution : 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in - 
gress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring 
therein, That the following amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States be proposed to the Le- 
gislatures of the several States, which, when ratified 
by three-fourths thereof, shall be valid as part of said 
Constitution: 

Questions of the validity of the election of Presi- 
dent, or of the proceedings therein, shall be deter- 
mined by the members of both Houses in joint meet- 
ing. The President of the Senate shall preside, and 
a majority of the members of each House shall con- 
stitute a quorum in such meeting. The rules of pro- 
ceeding therein shall be prescribed by law; but no 
alteration of those rules shall have effect until two 
years after it shall have been made. 

Questions of the validity of the election of Vice 
President, or of the proceedings therein, shall be de- 
termined by the Senate. The rules of proceeding 
therein shall be prescribed by the Senate; but no al- 
teration of those rules shall have effect until two years 
after it shall have been made. 
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This proposition was ordered to be printed. 

and the Senate adjourned. ; 
© 








Wepnespay, February 12. 


Mr. Lownie, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the Message of the Presj- 
dent of the United States, transmitting a resoly- 
tion of the Legislature, with an extract of a letter 
from the Governor of Georgia, relative to the ex. 
tinguishment of the Indian title to lands within 
the limits of said State, made a report, which was 
read, and laid on the table. 


Mr. Lowrie, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the Message of the President of the 
United States, transmitting a memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, relative to the extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to lands within the limits 
of the said State, made a report, which was read, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Lownie, from the same committee, to,which 
was referred the memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Alabama, praying that a law may be 
passed, requiring a treaty to be held with the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, for the purchase of 
so much of their territory included within the 
limits of the State as lies west of Wellstown Val- 
ley, east of the boundary lines of the counties of 
Morgan, Blount, and St. Clair, and south of the 
Tennessee river, made a report, which was read; 
and, in concurrence with their request, the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject. 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Alabama, praying 
Congress “to take into consideration the case of 
‘such persons as became purchasers of public 
‘lands after the time of issuing the Mississippi 
‘stock, and who had made full payment prior to 
‘ the passage of the relief law, and to allow them 
‘the deduction of thirty-seven and an half per 
‘cent. allowed to those who were in arrears to 
‘ Government, or to make them such other allow- 
‘ance as they may be entitled to in right and jus- 
tice,” made a report, accompanied by a resolu- 
tion, that the prayer of the memorial ought not to 
be granted. 


Mr. LanMAN presented the petition of John 
Wheelwright, praying a divorce. The petition 
was read, and referred, together with the accom- 
panying documents, to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


The bill to regulate the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and certain British co- 
lonial ports, was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Eleanor Lawrence 
was read a third time, and passed. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act to divide the State of 
South Carolina into two judicial districts,” with 
amendments, in which they request the concur- 


rence of the Senate. 
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MECHANICS’ BANK OF ALEXANDRIA. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to renew and extend (to the year 1836) 
the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria. 

On this bill an earnest debate took place, which 
occupied the Senate until past four o’clock, em- 
bracmg almost entirely an investigation and dis- 
cussion of facts relating to the management and 
condition of the institution. 

The extension of the charter was opposed by | 
Messrs. Eaton, Tay or, of Virginia, and Luioyp, 
of Massachusetts, on various grounds, but chiefly | 
for the reasons that it had not, at its formation, a 
solid capital, that it was now in a condition, 
nearly, it not quite insolvent; that thus situated 
it would be an injury to the community to extend 
its capacity to issue notes—that there was no ne- 
cessity for more banks in the District, but if 
there was, they ought to be solid and solvent, &c. | 

Mr. SourHarD and Mr. Barsour, (members 
of the committee to which an examination into 
the circumstances of the bank and the charges al- 
leged against it had been referred) replied re- 
peatedly and at considerable length, to the objec- 
tions which had been urged to the bill—contro- 
verting the facts alleged against it, and the reasons 
as to the expediency of renewing the charter— 
arguing that this bank was in as good a condition 
as the others, which had been rechartered, that 
justice and equity demanded that this institution 
should receive the same measure of favor as the 
others, &c., &c. 

Mr. Samira, of Maryland, had been opposed to 
renewing this charter, but an examination of the | 
facts and an attention to the debate had changed | 
his mind, as he found that this bank had more | 
specie in its vaults, than the whole amount of its | 
notes in circulation and its deposites, united, and 
therefore, it was, he thought, in a better condition 
than any other bank he knew of now or had ever 
known in the United States. He spoke at some | 
length and repeatedly. 

Mr. D’Wotr made also some remarks, the pur- 
port of which was, that he deemed banks an evil, | 
and that he believed the only mode of working a 
cure, was to charter all that asked it; it would 
thus be shown to the community that the Legis- 
lature did not grant charters as a mark of confi- 
dence or credit in those institutions, but merely to 
enable them to plead, sue, &c., and the public | 
would, therefore, give them no more credit than | 
they deserved, &c. Messrs. Van Dyke, Cuanp- | 
Ler, and Hoimes, of Maine, made some inciden- | 
tal remarks. 

The Senate rejected a motion to recommit the | 
bill, to inquire further into certain facts—ayes 16, | 
noes 19; and rejected a motion to adjourn; but, | 
an unsuccessful motion being afterwards made by | 
Mr. Eaton, to amend the bill, before the question 

| 
| 
t 
| 











| 





was taken on its third reading, about half-past 
four o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 
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Abbott, made a report, accompanied by a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Johnston Blakely. The 
report and bill were read, and the bill passed to 
the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Ruaates, the Committee of 
Claims, to wiich was referred the memorial of 
William Gamble, were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof. 

Mr. Nos.e, from the Committee on the Militia, 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
to provide for clothing the militia when called 
into the service of the United States,” reported 
the same, without amendment. 


Mr. Seymour presented the petition of John 
Rogers, a Cherokee chief, praying the payment 
of his demands against the United States. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Kina, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of James D. Draughan, legal representative of 
Robert H. Draughan, deceased, praying that a 
quantity of staves, obtained from a quarter section 
of land since forfeited to the United States for 
non-payment, may be exempted from seizure and 
forfeiture. The petition was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Barsour called upthe memorial of sundry 
justices of the peace and inhabitants of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, heretofore presented, against 
any alteration in the laws for the collection of 
debts in said District; and, on motion, it was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 


lumbia. 


Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of a 
number of the inhabitants of the State of Illinois, 
praying that relief may be extended to those pur- 
chasers of public lands who had paid for the same 
prior to the passage of the act of Congress by 
which the price of public lands was reduced, made 
a report, accompanied by a resolution, that the 
prayer of the memorialists ought not to be 
granted. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Alabama, praying Congress “to 
take into consideration the case of such persons as 
became purchasers of public Jands after the time 


| of issuing the Mississippi stock, and who had made 


full payment prior to the passage of the relief law, 
and to allow them the deduction of thirty-seven 
and a half per cent. allowed to those who were in 
arrears to Government, or to make them such other 
allowance as they may be entitled to in right and 
justice ;” and, in concurrence therewith, resolved, 
that the prayer of the memorial ought not to be 
granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to divide the State of South 


| Carolina into two judicial districts.” Whereupon, 


Resolved, That they concur in the said amend- 


Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Claims, | ments, with the following amendment: 


to which was referred the memorial of Robert 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—8 


Strike out “‘ Lawrence,” and insert Laurens. 
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On motion, by Mr. Seymour, the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill, entitled “An act to amend 
an act, entitled ‘An act further to regulate the 
entry of merchandise imported into the United 
States from any adjacent territory,” together with 
the amendments proposed thereto; and, on his 
motion, the bill, together with the proposed amend- 
ments, were referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Don Har- 
pin de la Gautrais was read the second time. 

The bill to comntute the pension of Lieutenant 
Alfred Flournoy was read the second time. 

The resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, in relation 
to internal improvement, was read the second 
time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Abra- 
ham Snyder;” the bill, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of James Hyde ;” and, also, the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of James Rees, of New 
York, one of the sureties of Joseph H. Rees, de- 
ceased, late assistant deputy paymaster general 
in the service of the United States,” were several- 
Jy read the second time; and, on motion, they 
were respectively referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Sirus, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which had been recom- 
mitted the bill, in addition to the “Act for the 
prompt settlement of public accounts,” and for the 
punishment of the crime of perjury, reported the 
same with sundry amendments; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 


MECHANICS’ BANK OF ALEXANDRIA. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to extend the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank 
of Alexandria. 


Mr. Eaton (having since yesterday received 
some additional information on the subject) spoke 
again at considerable length against the bill. Mr. 

AYLOR, of Virginia, also made some further re- 
marks against its passage. Messrs. Barsour and 
Sournarp severally advocated the bill at much 
should vote for the bill. 
length, replying to Messrs. Earon and Tay .or. 
Mr. Lownie also assigned the reasons why he 

The question being finally taken on ordering the 
bill to be enrgossed, and read a third time, it was 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yras—Meesrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of Loui- 
siana, Brown of Ohio, Chandler, D’ Wolf, Elliott, 
Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd of Maryland, Low- 
rie, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of South Carolina, Southard, 
Stokes, Thomas, Ware, and Williams of ‘Tennes- 
see—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Burton, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, 
Gaillard, Ke!ly, King of Alabama, King of New York, 
Lloyd of Massachusetts, Macon, Mills, ‘Taylor of In- 
diana, Taylor of Virginia, Van Buren, Van Dyke, and 
Williams of Mississippi— 16. 
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AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution of Mr. Tayuor, of Virginia, pro- 

osing an amendment to the Constitution of the 

Gait States in relation to the election of Presj- 
nent of the United States, together with the 
amendments offered thereto by Mr. Dickenson 
and Mr. Houmes, of Maine. 

Mr. Houtmes, of Maine, rose and addressed the 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: This building which we occupy 
is a fitemblem of the Government under which 
we live. Atoneend is the Chamber of the House 
of Representatives, resembling that branch of the 
Government. Its strength, splendor, and mag- 
nificence, indicate the union and sovereignty of 
the people. It is placed in the South, implying 
heat, and intimating thereby that it is to be ex- 
pected from this branch of the Government. The 
opposite wing is an emblem of the Senate. It is 
in the North, implying coolness, deliberation, and 
wisdom. The exterior construction is strong, firm, 
and apparently permanent. But the interior js 
encroached upon, and undermined by the room 
occupied by the Judiciary; the fabric begins to 
crack and give way, and there is some danger of 
its overthrow. God grant that this may not be 
strictly emblematical of the Senate, the represen- 
tatives of the sovereignty of the States. Between 
these, connecting and yet towering above them, is 
the Centre Building, impressive emblem of Exe- 
cutive power. Its imposing structure, immense 
form, lofty turrets, and magnificent dome, conspire 
to diminish and sink the wings in the beholder’s 
eye. From the East is to project a splendid por- 
tico, showing that the Executive will extend in 
that direction far beyond the reach of the Legisla- 
ture, in directing our Navy upon the ocean, and 
in our negotiations with foreign Powers, The 
whole body of the building projects far to the West, 
intimating that, at some far distant day, the Exe- 
cutive arm will be almost exclusively felt by the 
colonies, tribes, people, and nations, which will 
occupy and inhabit those immense and immeas- 
urable regions. But the Centre Building is yet in 
an unfinished state. This indicates that Execu- 
tive influence and grandeur is still progressing; 
and, as I shall attempt to show, that the amend- 
ment under consideration is necessary to direct, 
correct, regulate, and restrain it. 

My proposition to amend the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
DickERSON) contains a provision not embraced 
by either of the amendments under cunsideration. 
These pr8pose to modify the election of President, 
in the first and last resort. This makes provision 
fur a contested election. The Constitution, as it 
is, has provided for the case of no election by the 
people, transferring it to the House of Represen- 
latives, to be determined by States; but it has 
never contemplated the case of a contested election 
of President or Vice President. My amendment 
is connected with, but not repugnant to, either of 
the other propositions. In discussing it, however, 
I shall deem it necessary, in expressing my prefer- 
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ence for the proposition of the honorable member 
from New aneene to suggest some objections to 
that of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Tay- 
LOR. lepine : 
His plan, in substance, is this: In case of no 
election, the President is to send back to the Elec- 
toral Colleges the two highest candidates that 
they may designate, and, if they fail in this, the 
Senate and House of Representatives are to elect 
from such candidates. An objecti teh strikes 
me with considerable force, is the agency of the 
President himself in this business. The votes are 
to be returned to him, and he is to open, count, 
and proclaim them. In case of no choice, he is 
to notify the fact, designate the two highest mem- 
bers on the lists, and call upon the Electors to de- 
cide between them. Every second term he is 
probably a candidate for re-election. He deter- 
mines, in the first instance, whether there is a 
choice ornot. It would not be surprising, if ques- 
tionable votes should be returned. Indeed it would 
be singular if this should not, in many instances, 
bethecase. The qualification of the Electors, the 
correctness of their proceedings, the certainty or 
genuineness of the returned lists, will often present 
questions for investigation and decision. And in 
whom is this discretion to be vested? In a tribu- 


nal intelligent and capable, but by no means im- | 


partial. Such is the frailty and treachery of. the 
human heart, that very few can be found qualified 
to decide in their own cases, even in the most 
trifling concerns. How much greater the danger, 
then, when so much is at stake! If Kings and 
Emperors reach the throne by trampling on the 
rights, and wading through the blood of their 


ple, what must be the temptation to become | 


the chief of a free people! The object is impos- 


ing, impressive, and sublime; and the temptation | 


to achieve it tends strongly to lure the aspirant 


from the line of honesty, and the path of the Con- | 


stitution. He to decide whether an election is 
made, and who is chosen! Should he pronounce 


no choice, when there is one in fact, the Electors | 


are made to vote again, and what tribunal is to 
determine whether the first or second list is to be 
received? But, if he declares an election when 


none has been: made, where is your remedy then ? | 


Unfortunately, the Constitution has made no 
provision to settle the question of a contested elec- 
tion of President. The votes are to be returned to 
the President of the Senate, are to be opened in 
the presence of both Houses, and the votes are to 
be counted. The person having a majority, is to 
be declared the President. But who is to preside 
in this joint meeting? By whom are the votes 
to be counted and declared? and if the counting 
or declaration should be contested, how is it to be 
determined? Perhaps no three gentlemen who 
hear me, would agree in their answers to these 
questions. Thehonorable gentleman, nevertheless, 
proposes to increase the probability of the recur- 
rence of these cases, without prescribing a rem- 
edy—and to leave it in part for the President to 
determine upon his own election. 
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an Elector is finished, by making the election. He 
has no further responsibility, and he retires and 
| mingles with the mass of the community.. He 
| holds no other trust from the people, which he 
might lose from a fraudulent or corrupt vote. The 
Constitution has wisely provided that all the 
Electors shall meet on the same day ; and the law, 
with equal wisdom, has fixed the day as soon as 
possible after their appointment. It was intended 
to exclude the possibility of approach. But, adopt 
this amendment—the failure -upon the first trial, 
and the vote which each Elector gave, will be in- 
stantly known in every corner of the United 
States. Before, or when, they shall re-assemble, 
| the attempts at management will begin; with 
| what probability of success, let those who judge of 
human nature, as i is, determine. There iseven 
| less danger, should the election come to the House 
|of Representatives. Your Representatives then 
become your Electors. But this is not their only 
| office. They have other duties, higher trusts, and 
further responsibilities. Should one be success- 
fully approached, detection is more probable, and 
its effects would: be to blast all his political pros- . 
| pects. Dangerous as I deem an election by the 
| House of Representatives, I should fear it less than 
| this second struggle before the Electors. 
| , But, sir, I object further to the principle of the 
| honorable gentleman’s amendment. He proposes 
| to diminish the relative powers of the small States, 
in the last resort, without an equivalent. These 
have now a vote equal to the largest, if the election 
comes into the House. The proposed second trial 
reduces the probability to a mere possibility ; but, 
should the case ever occur, the voices of the smaller 
States are even then to be swallowed up in a gen- 
‘eral voice of the convention of both Houses. 

The amendment proposed by the honorable gen- 
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. Dickerson) gives 
this equivalent. By districting the several States, 
for the choice of Electors, he increases the power 
of the small States in the original, and reduces it 
in the final vote. As the case now is, the large 
'and small States may be considered as large and 
small electoral districts. Were you to have no 
parties, it would be of little importance. But 
these you must have. The election of President 
| will always be contested. There will be two or 
| more candidates, and consequently, their adherents 
, will constitute two or more parties. A large State 
' may throw her whole electoral ticket for one can- 

didate, by the merest majority. The three large 
| States lying contiguous, might combine, to produce 
| the samé effect on a larger scale. Eighty-eight 
electoral votes might be given, by such a combi- 
| nation, against the will of nearly one-half the pop- 
| ulation of these States, whose voice would not be 
| heard at all in the election. A combination of 
this sort, and to such an extent, among the small 
States, is impossible. Their influence is, there- 
fore, diminished, for the want of an unity of ac- 
tion ; and the large States are constantly succeed- 

| ing, at their prejudice and expense. 
The truth is, that the large States, in their zeal 











| 


But, a reference again tothe Electors, would be | to accomplish their object, have perverted the 
fraught with other inconveniences. The office of | Constitution. The Electors were to be appointed 
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in such manner as the Legislature of the State 
should direct. This direction was to be given by 
the Legislature, as other legislative acts. The 
framers of the Constitution never could have im- 
agined that, because the State Legislatures have 
the right to direct it to be done, they would have 
claimed the right to do it themselves. The votes 
from Massachusetts, therefore, mentioned by the 
honorable gentleman from New Jersey, might 
have been the subject of contest had they affected 
the result. The case was this: The members of 
the Legislature wished to appoint the Electors 
themselves, but no act or senate had been passed 
for this purpose, and, as parties were nearly equal, 
none could be passed without the consent of the 
Governor. 
sidered this appointment, by the Legislature, as 
Seedaetitutional.. Tosurmount this difficulty, the 
two Houses directed themselves, and appointed the 
Electors. 


In addition to this usurpation of the large States, | 
the operation of the Constitution has been con- | 


stantly against the small. Two Electors were 
given to each State over its number of Represen- 
tatives, to preserve, in some measure, its federative 
equality in the election of President. When the 


Constitution was adopted, this federal voice bore | 


a proportion to the popular voice of twenty-six to 
sixty-five. It now bears a proportion of only forty- 
ight to two hundred and sixty-one. So that, 


e 
while the federal voice has not yet doubled, the | 


popular voice has more than quadrupled. 

This is not all. The relative strength of the 
small States is constantly diminishing, both in the 
original and final vote. 


At the adoption of the Constitution the num- | 


ber of Electors was ninety-one, of which Rhode 
Island and Delaware had each three, or one- 
thirtieth of the whole vote, and one-thirteenth in 
case the election came to the House. Now, not- 
withstanding the representation of Rhode Island 
is doubled, their relative influence stands thus: 
Rhode Island one sixty-fifth, and Delaware one 
eighty-fifth, in the original, and each one twenty- 
fourth in the final election. While New York, 
which originally stood at one-eleventh, has since 
arisen to one-seventh of the electoral votes. 
There is, moreover, another advantage which 
obtains in the large States, by which that of two 
additional Electors is greatly diminished. In the 
apportionment of Representatives, it is to be 
among the several States. After fixing the ratio, 
and dividing them among the several States, a 
surplus or fraction is left in each. A’ compro- 
mise of these fractions was once attempted ; that 
is, if the fractions in two or more adjacent States 
would amount to the requisite number for a 
Representative, such a Representative might be 
assigned by Congress, at its discretion, to one of 
those States. The bill was rejected by President 
Washington, on the ground ot its unconstitution- 


ality, and every State is, consequently, obliged to } 


lose its own fraction. This fraction is as likely 
to be large in a small as in a large State. I will 
illustrate this by a single example: Ali the New 
‘England States, except Massachusetts, with New 


It was known that the Governor con- | 








Jersey and Delaware, are entitled to thirty-three 

| Representatives, and New York alone to thirty- 
four. The fraction, in those seven States, would 
entitle them to four additional Representatives; 
or their aggregate population would entitle them 
to thirty-seven; so that, although these States 
gain, by the federative principle, twelve Electors 
over New York, they, at the same time, lose four 
by this operation of the fractions. 

A unity of action will always operate in favor 
of the large States. The members of the local 
government, the officers of the United States com- 
bined with other leading and influential men, 

might present a general ticket to the people, which 
it would be impossible to resist, and which would 
entirely silence a large and respectable sree 

y 


In the small States this influence is necessari 
divided. Local prejudices and attachments, State 
pride, a thousand personal and other considera- 
tions, would prevent this unity of action. 

The influence of a large State over a small one 
is not dissimilar to that of a rich and intelligent 
man over his poorer neighbors. From depend- 
ence or’ interest, it usually happens that the weak 
are induced to yield to the will of the strong, 
The wealth, liberality, and inducements to ambi- 
tion in a large State, lure into it men of talents, 
popularity, and influence. These create a power 
which is felt with effect in the neighboring States. 

The large States can, moreover, act in concert 
with much effect. Three large States ia the midst 
of the rest, might easily combine an influence 
which it would be difficult to resist. And when 
it is considered that these might give their united 
| weight, by mere tyrannic majorities, against large, 
intelligent, virtuous, republican minorities, it be- 
| comes us to look round us for a remedy. That of 
| the honorable gentlemen from New Jersey is, per- 
_haps, the best. This gives youa President b 
| the voice of the nation. The minority in eac 
| State is heard as well as the majority ; and, al- 
though State influence cannot, im this case, be 
effectually controlled, it is in a great measure 
| diminished. 
| The honorable gentleman from Virginia spoke 
| allegorically of great men and a great white house. 
| Let me view the States under a different figure. 
| Thirteen families commenced the settlement of a 
village or town ; four of these were rich and pow- 
erful, and their plantations were large and valu- 
‘able, and they had many servants and members 
| of their families. Others held their lots in differ- 
ent places, some large and some small. One of 
_ these four, whose situation was most to the South, 
was remarkable for his intelligence and policy. 
(Ke was descended from illustrious parents ot 
‘whom he inclined to boast. He managed his 
‘affairs with great prudence and skill, taught his 
servants and his household how to be useful at 
home, and popular in the village, and never for- 
got to boast of their qualifications among his 
neighbors. Two of the great estates lay adjoin- 
jing his; although these families were rich and 
jpowerful, yet their contentions and contumacy of 
|\their servants had in some measure impaired their 
linfluence in the village. The most northerly 
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t man had once his full share of control ; but | fied, and distracted, and the Administration thus 


| he was too perplexed and disturbed by family | created would be without energy, concert, or con- 
_ strife, and a truant son had demanded 


is patri- | fidence. 
mony and received it. These things combined,! The proposed amendment, however, avoids 
had diminished his influence and reduced him to | that danger. It takes away the inducements to 
a common standing with the rest of his neighbors. | carry the election into the House, because, the last 
At length these great men began to play into | election is in coincidence with the first, and the 
each other’s hand. He of the South, would take | relative voice of the States is the same. 
care to prepare one of his own servants forthe | But, without the amendment which I have had 
most honorable employments in the village. To | the honor to propose, that of the honorable ay 
pacify his most powerful neighbor, he would pro- | teman from New Jersey is still deficient. e 
to him that he should furnish a servant of ; has provided for the original, and, in case of fail- 
the second grade. New families came in and oc- | ure, the ultimate election. But he makes no pro- 
cupied the vacant grounds reserved for them, and | vision for a decision of the question, whether an 
the number was increased to twenty-four. These | election has or has not been made. The Consti- 
being strangers, and having occasion for all their | tutional qualifications of the candidate—Is hea 
resources to commence in the cultivation of their | citizen of the United States ? of the requisite age ? 
farms, had little influence, and left the general | were the Electors ineligible by holding offices 
concern to be managed by these powerful and | under the United States? did they meet on a day 
distinguished families. It soon resulted that the | different from the rest, or from the one prescribed? 
orand the new families, for want of concert, | are these returned lists genuine, or are they altered 
intelligence, and resources, were obliged to give | or forged? These are questions which will, at 
up all control and submit to the will and dicta- | some period, be agitated, and which the Consti- 
tion of wealth and ae: | tution provides no tribunal to determine. My 
But, as much as [ could complain of the power | amendment goes to constitute such a tribunal, to 
of the large States, in the original election, I find | consist of the Senate and House in joint meeting. 
eat fault with that of the small States, in the | The President of the Senate is made the cenit 
ouse of Representatives, in the last resort. This | ing officer, the rules of proceeding are to be pre- 
amendment gives a remedy in both cases. Atthe scribed by law, but no alteration of them is to 
time the Constitution was adopted there were but , take effect until two years after it is made. 
two which might be denominated small States.| To require that the rules of proceeding in a con- 
Now there are eight; three which give, each, five | tested election should be prescribed by an act of 
Electors, and three Representatives; one, four | Congress, and not be altered until (wo years, is 
Electors and two Representatives ; and the other | giving the exposition of those rules to a different 
four, three Electors and one Representative each ; | Congress from that which made them, and pre- 
making, in these eight States, thirty-one Electors, | vents an unlimited exercise of discretion in deter- 
of 260; and fifteen Representatives, of 212. Yet, | mining the case of a favorite candidate. At the 
as two-thirds of the States constitute a quorum in | last election, the votes of Missouri were returned, 
the election of President, these eight States, being | though Missouri had not, in fact, beeh admitted 
one-half of the two-thirds, might, with their fif- | into the Union. Upon counting the votes, a ques- 
teen Representatives, prevent an election. tion was made, and discussion attempted, whether 
A course of measures might be adopted, which, | these votes should be counted. But we soon dis- 
in most cases, would bring the election into the | covered the awkwardness of our situation. No 
House. A State has some favorite, whom it | officer to govern the debate, no rules of proceed- 
would not be difficult to convince that he was fit | ing, nor of decision, confusion was about to com- 
for the Presidency. He is first to be honored with | mence: and the Senate, to avoid it, rose up, and, 
a State nomination. Other States follow the ex- | in a very dignified manner, returned to their own 
ample, and adhere tenaciously to their own favor- | chamber. Had these votes of Missouri deter- 
ites. The people of the States become pledged, | mined the election, it is impossible to conjecture 
and will sleaze their Electors. Local attach- | what would have ensued. An event which has 
ments grow every day stronger, and these become | happened, and which is so likely to happen, should 
more fixed by zeal and irritation. The small | be provided for. Ambitious schemes and angry 
States foment and encourage this division. The | passions will be found to operate in a contest of 
middling States are indifferent; no one candidate | such magnitude. The patronage and power of 
obtains a majority, and the election goes into the | this office have, and perhaps always will, create a 
House. Here, a scene will be presented, disgust- | struggle. State pretensions, State nominations, 
ing and alarming. Twenty-four votes, thirteen local jealousies, will be encouraged to effect the 
ps ese Ha a choice, and Illinois with one—bal- | designs of particular candidates. It is, I fear, the 
ancing New York with thirty-four Representa- | rock on which the Republic is one day to be 
tives. The election might devolve on a single | wrecked. In due time, in good weather, we 
State, having a single representative. Such a| should define its position and extent, and point out 
trust, to rest in a single individual, would be felt | its dangers. When the tempest comes, this will 
and assailed by the candidates and their friends. | be too late. 
If the trust should not be abused, its execution| When Mr. H. had concluded, the resolution 
would be attended with distrust, suspicion, and | and amendments were postponed to Monday next; 
jealousy ; the public would be irritated, dissatis- } and the House adjourned. 
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On motion, by Mr. Ruaates, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Abraham Snyder ;” and, 
also, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
James Hyde,” were discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and they were respectively 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, presented the pe- 
tition of a number of merchants, masters of ves- 
sels, and others, praying the erection of a light- 
house at the southern extremity of Cape Cod. The 
petition was read, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to enable the President of the Uni- 
ted States to take and retain possession of the territo- 
ries of the United States, on the Northwest coast of 
America. 

Mr. Barzour, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the bill, 
entitled “An act to extend the jurisdiction of jus- 
tices of the peace in the recovery of debts in the 
District of Eclumbia,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, from the commit- 
tee to which was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to, and to amend, an act, en- 
titled ‘An act to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage,’ passed 2d March, 
1799, and for other purposes,” reported the same, 
with amendments, which were read ; and, on mo- 
tion by Mr. LLoyp, the amendments were ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate, and the 
bill and amendments postponed to and made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

On motion, by Mr. Benton, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the motion of the 10th instant, 
for instructing the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
in relation to a certain Indian treaty, and agreed 
thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
was referred the memorial of a number of the in- 
habitants of the State of Illinois, praying that re- 
lief may be extended to those purchasers of public 
lands who had paid for the same prior to the pas- 
sage of the act of Congress by which the price of 
public lands was reduced; and, in concurrence 
therewith, resolved, that the prayer of the memo- 
rialists ought not to be granted. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Johnston 
Blakeley was read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. Eaton, the Senate resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill to amend an act, entitled “An act for 
ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida,” approved the 8th of May, 1822, 
and, the same having been amended, it was re- 
ported to the House; and the amendment being 
concurred in, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Mechanics’ 
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Bank of Alexandria, inthe District of Columbia, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Joseph Forrest; and the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to and made the order of 
the day for Monday next. 

The following Messages were received from the 
PrestDENT oF THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of 
February 3d, requesting a statement of the number 
and size of cannon, mortars, and howitzers, necessary 
for the armament of the fortifications already built, 
and intended to be built, with an estimate of the sum 
necessary for their construction, I transmit a report 
from the Secretary of War, prepared in execution of 
instructions given him to that effect. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Fesruary 10, 1823. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of 
the 11th of this month, requesting the President to 
cause to be communicated to the Senate an estimate 
of the amount of land in the State of Georgia to which 
the Indian title has been extinguished by the United 
States, since the cession of a portion of the territory 
of Georgia to the United States, with a statement of 
the cost of such extinguishment; and also an estimate 
of the amount of land within the said State to which 
the Indian title still remains to be extinguished, and 
by what tribes claimed, I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of War, which contains the information de- 
sired. 


JAMES MONROE. 
Frsruary 14, 1828. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE COURTS. 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, rose to offer a reso- 
lution. He said he had been anxious to present 
to the Senate a proposition to enjoin upon the Ju- 
dicial Committee a thorough examination into the 
organization of the courts of the United States, 
and to report such a change as would cure the 
evils resulting from the present system. He thought 
it was the duty of Congress to take up the subject 
and give ita complete examination, and adopt 
some modifications which he was convinced ought 
to be made. But this session was a short one, and 
not the most favorable to the discharge of this 
duty. He thought that Congress should turn their 
attention to the jurisdiction, as well as to the or- 
ganization of the Federal Judiciary. The defin- 
ing and limiting the jurisdiction of the courts de- 
pended upon a construction of the Federal Con- 
stitution, and required no other materials than 
those possessed by every member. But the organ- 
ization of the courts was a matter of policy and 
expediency, and should be changed as time and 
experience might suggest. In order, therefore, 
that this subject might be before Congress at an 
early period of the next session, with all the facts 
which could be obtained in addition to those in 
the possession of members, he had been induced 
to offer to the House a resolution which might 
furnish some useful information on the subject as 
to the organization of the courts. At present, one 
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half of the territory of the United States, if not} country of unrivalled fertility, scarcely a mile 
half of the population, was under a district system, | square could be found in which saline indications 
and the other half under a district and circuit sys- | are not visible to the daily passenger. 

tem combined—and the circuit judges compose} The lead district is located in a different part of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. It was| the State, on the waters of the Merrimac, Gas- 
apparent from this system, that, in the selection | conade, and St. Francis, and what was formerly 
oP these jndges we should consult, as much if not | the county of St. Genevieve, now divided into 
more, bodily powers than mental and legal ac-/| several counties, of which Washington is the 
quirements ; for the Judges of the Supreme Court | centre, and the chief seat of the mines. 

can only remain at this place something like forty | |The great indications of mineral wealth in this. 
days annually, during which time, with the most | district attracted the attention of enterprising men 
indefatigable industry, more than one hundred | more than a century ago. The celebrated “ Mis- 
cases cannot be disposed of, while they represent | sissippi Scheme” was bottomed upon the mines 
ten million of people, and twenty-four independ- | of Upper Louisiana; but the precious, not the 
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ent States, and the dockets in every part of the 
Union swelling and increasing in magnitude. | 
The Western country had in part only the benefits 
of the circuit system. He thought that the system 
should be uniform ; that every part of. the United 
States should have circuit courts, or confined to 
district, and enable the Supreme Court to remain 
in session at this point such a period as will be 
more adequate to the discharge of their duties as 
Judges of the Supreme Court. His object was to 
produce uniformity, efficiency, and impartiality 
in respect to every portion of the community. 
Mr. J. concluded by offering the following resolu- | 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Judges of the Supreme Court be 
requested to report, jointly, to this body, as early in | 
the next session of Congress as may be convenient, 
such facts and observations as their experience and | 
reflections may suggest, relative to the present organ- | 
ization of the courts of the United States, pointing 
out its defects and inconveniences, if any, and suggest- | 
ing such changes and modifications us will, in their | 
opinion, combine most efficiency and economy in the 
administration of justice. 

LEAD MINES AND SALT SPRINGS. | 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to repeal the several 
acts reserving from public sale the lead mines and 
salt springs belonging to the United States, and 
to authorize the President of the United States to 
cause the lead mines and the salt springs, and the 
lands contiguous thereto, to be exposed to public 
sale. 

Mr. Benron rose, and in support of the bill de- | 
livered himself to the following effect: 

The Senate is now to deliberate upon a subject 
of great national importance. The mines and 
salines of Upper Louisiana still belong to the na- 
tion. They are great in extent and rich in value. 
They are found scattered in detached districts over 
a line of six hundred miles; from the left bank of 
the Arkansas to the neighborgood of the Falls of 
St. Anthony. The State of Missouri, in the cen- 
tre of this line, is their chief seat. Saitnes are 
found in every part of the State, but chiefly in the 
part known under the name of the “Boon’s Lick 
country.” 
surface of the earth in athousand streams. Large | 
creeks,on which mills are built, are sensibly im- 
pregnated with it; and over an extent of four or 
five counties, on both sides of the Missouri, in a 


‘ 


Here the salt water runs off from the 


valuable metals were the object of pursuit to the 
projectors of that scheme. It was the middle of 
the last century before the lead mines were worked, 
and the experience of seventy years has since 
shown that a large district of country abounds 
with this mineral, the ore exceedingly rich, yield- 
ing eighty-two per cent., and the metal so much 
finer than the English as to command a cent more 
on the pound in the white and red lead factories. 
In 1803, the province of Louisiana was ceded to 
the United States, and the fame of her mineral 
wealth prodigiously enhanced, in public estima- 
tion, the value of the acquisition. Congress pro- 
ceeded upon the idea that these mines were too 
valuable to be owned by individuals; that they 
ought to be reserved as national property; anda 
system of reservation and Government monopoly 
was. adopted, and has been persevered in ever 
since. The surveyors of the public lands were 
instructed to note on their maps all indications of 
mines and salines; portions of contiguous land 
were directed to be reserved convenient to each; 
the officers of the land department were forbid to 
sell them; the boards of commissioners for con- 
firming Spanish titles were interdicted from de- 
ciding a claim which covered lead or salt; and, 
to complete this system of monopoly, an odious 
law of retroactive operation was passed, to vacate 
the sales of land made by the Government itself, 
in the event of afterwards finding lead or salt 
upon it, and fixing on the purchasers, by the aid 
of some inquisitorial process, the successful charge 
of previous knowledgeand fraudulent concealment. 

The National Government, by these acts, hav- 
ing concentrated in its own hands the possession 
of the mines and salines, undertook, in the year 
1807, to reap the fruit of its able policy. For this 
purpose, the luminous idea was adopted of con- 
verting itself into a national landlord, the miners 
into national tenants, and deriving a national 
revenue from salt-water boilers and lead-ore dig- 
gers. This system was adopted in 1807. Fif- 
teen years have since elapsed, and certainly fifteen 
years of annual experience is sufficient to test the 
vice or the virtue of all money-making schemes. 
What, then, has been the fruit of this monopo- 
lising and leasing system? Have any leases been 
taken? Yes, many. Has any lead been dug? 
Yes, many millions of pounds weight. Have any 
rents been paid? No, not a dollar—not one cent. 
But, perhaps it may be thought that valuable im- 
provements have been made, the benefit of which 
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will inure to the Republic, and compensate it for 
the loss of rents. I answer, none. No improve- 
ment can be made at salines, except by sinking 
wells or boring holes some hundred feet to the 
strata of salt or streams of strong water which lie 
below, neither of which has been done at a public 
saline. No improvement can be made at a mine, 
except by sinking shafts, opening galleries, provid- 
ing ventilators and hydraulic engines, and con- 
structing permanent furnaces; not one of which 
things has been done at a public mine, or ever 
will ‘be done by a tenant or lessee fur years. The 
spirit of tenantry is every where the same; it 
is a spirit adverse to improvement, always lean- 
ing towards the injury of the property in posses- 
sion, and always holding back from the payment 
of rent. This spirit has had its full range in the 
mineral lands of the United States, where no im- 

vement has been made, no rent paid, and great 
injury done in the destruction of timber, and in 
ravaging the ground in search of minerals. Not 
only no improvement has been made, but not even 
amine discovered even twenty feet below the sur- 
face of the ground. Of the fifty or sixty public 
mines enumerated in the report from the War De- 
partment, not one was known as a mine at this 
time. They were nothing but superficial diggings, 
exhausted and abandoned in a few wetks or 
months after the first discovery. The veins and 
masses of ore which approach the surface have 
alone been touched. Miners call this “ picking 
at the eyes of the mine,” while the body of it lies 
at the distance of some hundred, or some thou- 
sand, feet below. In fine, the fruit of this whole 
system has been injury to the national property, 
loss to the national treasury, and a recourse to for- 
eign Powers to supply us with the articles of which 
God in his providence has given to us more than 
he has given to them. 

Mr. B. appealed to the Senate to say whether 
it was not time to change this system. His own 
mind was made up, and had been during the 
seven years that he had lived in Missouri, and 
witnessed the evils which he had faintly sketched. 
He was against the leasing system. He knew 
that it might be improved, but, with all the im- 

vements that could be ingrafted upon it, he 
eld it to be wrong in its first principles, and 
fraught with evil in all the ramifications of its 
ctice. To continue it will be to perpetuate the 
relation of landlord and tenant throughout the 
vast extent of the mineral districts of the Repub- 
lic ; that landlord being the Federal Government, 
and holding its domains and body of tenantry 
within the limits of a sovereign State. I deny 
such a power to the Federal Government. I 
take my stand upon the words of the Constitu- 
tion, upon the left hand of the venerable Senator 
from Virginia, (Mr. Taytor,) and deny to the 


Federal Government a power to hold lands in 
any State, except upon grants made, in cases enu- 
merated, and for purposes specified, in the Consti- 
tution. I speak of permanent ownership, not of 
the transient trustee-possession, which is necessa- 
ry to a fair distribution of the property, and which 
is recognised in the compacts with the new States 





by an agreement not to tax the public land “ be. 
fore it is sold, and for five years thereafter.” | 
deny to the Federal Government the capacity to 
hold a body of tenantry within the limits of any 
State. The monarchies of Europe have their 
serfs and vassals, but the genius of the Republic 
disclaims the tenure and the spirit of vassalage. 
and calls for freemen, owners of the soil, masters 
of their own castles, and free from the influence 
of a foreign sovereign. 

But if a doubt can be entertained of the right 
of the Federal Government to hold lands and 
tenants in the bosoms of the States, none can ex- 
ist as to the evils of such a practice. Even if 
confined to minerals and salines, the mischief 
must be great. In the first place, large districts of 
country must be locked up from the people, fenced 
in with prohibitory laws, and protected from 
waste, like the forest lands in Europe. The soil 
and timber on the reserved tracts must be placed 
under the guardianship of penal statutes ; Fede- 
ral officers must be appointed to stand over the 
miners, and watch their hands, and search their 
pockets, and detect all attempts to carry off the 
ores before “the lord hes received his tithe.” 
Other laws must be made to compel the payment 
of rent; the odious remedy by “ distress,” must 
be introduced, and this splendid Federal Govern- 
ment, created by our fathers for great national 
purposes, must be seen descending from its high 
estate, and going down to the level of a petty 
landlord, impounding the cattle of his miserable 
tenant, to force out of his hands the arrearages of 
his rent. But what is the effect to the States in 
which these things shall be done? Population 
retarded, the improvement of the country de- 
layed, large bodies of land held free of taxation, 
and their elections more or less influenced by the 
presence of men holding their leases at the will of 
the Federal Government. All this is bad enough, 
but the worst is yet to be named. The founda- 
tion of the whole is monopoly, odious in itself, 
and aggravated in this instance from the nature 
of the articles monopolized. God placed lead 
and salt in Missouri for the use of the people who 
go there to live; he gave them a surplus of both 
to sell to their neighbors ; but, by the intervention 
of a foreign Government, the people are denied 
the benefit of the use and the profits of supplying 
their neighbors. 

But it is not only lead and salt which will be 
monopolized under the continuance of this sys- 
tem, but a great variety of other minerals and 
fossils, and large tracts of farming land to supply 
them with wood. The base metals have an affin 
ity to each other, and are generally found in com- 
pany. The lead @istricts in the Mendip Hills 
and Derbyshire, in England, abound with zinc, 
iron, coal, mineral waters, plumbago, every one 
of which, and many others, are found in the min- 
eral districts of Missouri.* All these must be 





* Geological researches have discovered in Mis- 
souri, besides the articles above named, chalks, red 
and white ; ochres, red, white, and yellow; fuller’s 
earth ; potter’s clay; a plastic white clay, snow white ; 
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lost to the inhabitants, if the leasing system is where nature has deposited her hidden treasures, 
perpetuated. And what is the advantage pro- | except by a the earth to the places where 
el 


to the Federal Government in return for so | they lie. 
many evils? Revenue! yes, money for the Trea-, 


ther the eye of Science, nor:the con- 
juror’s rod, can detect a mine at any given dis- 


is the object proposed. But who can enter- | tance below the surface of the earth. All over the 
tain a serious idea of drawing any thing, worth a | world mineral wealth has been discovered either 
nation’s notice, from such a souree? We have | by accident, or by the persevering labor of the 


already had fifteen years’ experience, and shall 
we wait for fifteen more? Shall the experience 
of other nations be lost upon us? Of all the 
money-making oe that ever entered the head 
of a nation, that of mining is held to be the most 
chimerical. So says Adam Smith. He even 

Jaces national mining below ‘lotteries, and so do 
f And if compelled to choose between them, I 
would certainly direct our Minister of the Treas- 
ury to repair to Benjamin O. Tyler’s Grand Na- 
tional Temple of Fortune on Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, (especially if furnished with tickets selected 
by the truly fortunate dreamer of Richmond,) in 
preference to resting his hopes for future revenue 
on a second “ Mississippi Scheme” among the 
mines of Upper Louisiana. 

I trust that enough has been said to show the 
bad policy of leasing. Shall we then adopt the 
alternative proposed by the bill, and deliver up 
the mines and salines of the Republic to the pur- 
suit of individual industry, to the activity of in- 
dividual enterprise, to the care of individual inter- 
est, guided and sustained by the skill and capital 
of those who may choose to hold them? I main- 
tain it to be our true policy to do so, and that the 
Government will find its indemnity in the price 
which will be paid for them, and in the increased 
wealth of its citizens, which is. in fact, the wealth 
of the Government itself. Besides, without a free- 
hold in the soil, the experience of all countries 
proves that the riches of the mineral kingdom ean 
never be discovered or brought into action. A 
lessee for years cannot incur the expenses of sink- 
ing shafts, connecting them by galleries, opening 
ventilators, constructing hydraulic machines, and 
building permanent furnaces. And, without these 
labors, the mineral riches which lay some hundred 
feet in the bowels of the earth, can never be dis- 
covered. All this is now proved on the mineral 
lands of the United States in Missouri. Fifty or 
sixty mines have been opened, exhausted, and 
abandoned. Yes, in the space of a few months, 
a mine is exhausted, while in England, mines are 
now worked which were opened two thousand 
years ago. The reason is obvious. The English 
miner, having the freehold of the soil, husbands 
and improves his property, and follows the vein 
downwards, even to th 


e distance of two thousand 
feet. The American lessee can only take what 
he finds near the surface of the ground. He can- 


owner of the soil. It is needless to multiply ex- 
| amples to prove the assertion. Every Senator’s 
| reading will furnish him with a multitude. Two 
only will I mention—the discoveries of the great 
| copper mine in Anglesea and the salt mine in 
Cheshire. The former, though the richest in the 
| world, and furnishing, at this day, more copper 


| than all the mines of Europe put together, and 


/ seated in the bosom of a country settled for sev- 
|eral thousand years, was only discovered about 
| fifty years ago; the latter only discovered at the 
| beginning of the last century, though known as a 
| saline to the Roman soldiers when Britain was a 
| province of the Roman empire. This vast salt 
' mine is only one hundred and twenty feet below 
| the surface of the earth, and then commences in 
| strata sixty feet thick, and yet was never discov- 
| ered till the earth was penetrated by the owner of 
the soil. If situated in the United States on pub- 
‘lic lands, it would never be found at all, for the 
| lessee for years could do nothing but boil the 
| water which flowed from the saline, or was dip- 
| ped out of a well a few feet deep. He could not 
_have gone even one hundred and twenty feet deep 
| into the earth. But change the tenure, create a 
| fee simple in the soil, and what may not be found 
| in acountry like Missouri, where a thousand salines 
| present themselves—where a thousand springs and 
| branches, and even a river, (/a mine,) turning mills, 
| are impregnated with salt, indicating such mines 
| and fountains of salt below, as neither England, 
| nor any other country upon earth, can be suppos- 
ed to contain. The same may: be supposed of the 
lead districts, and may not tin and copper also be 
found in the mineral districts of Missouri? The 
theory of mineralogy authorizes the belief; for 
| these, too, belong to the family of base metals, and 
| are often found in company of lead. 
| The example of England presents itself to us. 
In the early ages her base metals were considered 
as too precious for the people, and were reserved 
as Crown property. Her mines were leased out ; 
and the great tin mines of Cornwall brought the 
imposing sum of one hundred marks per annum, 
'and the rest in proportion. In the reign of Philip 
|and Mary this policy was changed. ‘The mineral 
kingdom, by an act of Parliament, ceased to be 
|a monopoly in the hands of the Crown. It was 
| delivered up to the skill, and capital, and industry 
| of individuals, and the result has been, that the iron, 








not pierce the rock, in pursuit of the descending | lead, copper, tin, coal, and salt, of een have 


veins which lead to the great beds of ore below. 
He can only “ pick out the eyes of the mine,” with- 


carried the wealth and power of the British em- 
ire to a height to which the mines of Peru and 


out touching its body; nor is it possible to tell | exico could never have exalted her. And let 

‘us follow her example, not the example of her 
dark ages, but of that enlightened period which 
has made, of a small island in the sea, one of the 
| richest and most powerful empires upou the face 
of the globe. 





plaster of Paris; flint; manganese ; granular quartz; 
sulphur ; saltpetre; several varieties of marble, in- 
cluding porphyry and alabaster; precious stones, cor- 


nelian and jasper; antimony; alum. 
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When Mr. B. had concluded— | consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
Messrs. Dickerson, Lowrie, Smitn, of Mary- | the order of the day for, Wednesday next. 
land, Barton, Van Buren, Tayvor, of Virginia, | Mr. Houmes, of Maine, from the Committee on 
Homes, of Maine, Brown, of Ohio, Kina, of » Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
New York, and Jonnson, of Kentucky, followed |“ An act to extend the time allowed for the re. 
Mr. Benton, with their respective views of the | demption of lands sold-for direct taxes, in.certain 


expediency or inexpediency of this measure, and 
continued the debate until past three o’clock. In 
the end the bill was, at the request of a member, 
laid over to Monday. 





Monpay, February 17. 


Mr. Lowrie, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of Lewis A. 
Petray and Just Viel, madea report, accompanied 
by a resolution that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. The 
report and resolution were read, and, on his mo- 
tion, they, together with accompanying docu- 


ments, were ordered to be printed for the use of | 


the Senate. 

Mr. Samira, of Maryland, presented the petition 
of John S. Stiles, executor of George Stiles, de- 
ceased, late of Baltimore, praying a fair construc- 


| cases,” reported the same without amendment. 
| Mr. Van Boren, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to 
| amend an act, entitled ‘ Anact further to regulate 
the entry of merchandise imported into the United 
| States from any adjacent territory,’” together 
| with the amendments proposed thereto, reported 
the same, with a further amendment; which was 
read. 
| On motion, the Message from the President of 
| the United States, of the 14th instant, communi- 
cating information in relation to the Indian title 
to lands within the State of Georgia, was ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

| Whole, the consideration of the bill supplementary 

to the several acts for the adjustment of land 
| claims, in the State of Louisiana ; and, no amend- 

ment having been made thereto, it was reported 








tion of the law, entitled “An act for the relief of | to the House, and ordered to be engrossed and read 


sundry merchants of the city of Baltimore,” ap- 
proved the 26th April, 1822. The petition was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Siri also presented the petition of Fran- 
cis V. Riviere, of the city of New York, attorney 
of Benjamin Desobry, of the said city, merchant, 
praying to be allowed and paid the drawback of 
duties on a quantity of coffee exported to Ham- 
burg, in January, 1822, which he is unable to ob- 
tain, in consequence of failing to execute the bond, 
required by law, in due time, which he was pre- 
vented from doing by sickness. The petition was 
read, and referred io the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Ruacves, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which the subject was referred, reported a bill 
for the relief of Edward Evat. The bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Lanman, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which the subject was re- 
ferred, reported a bill to divorce John Wheel- 
wright, and Caroline Eliza Wheelwright, his 
wife. The bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. Barron, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Prospect K. Robbins, and also the petition of 
Daniel M. Boon, were discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, respectively. 

The Presipent communicated a report of the 


° | 
} 


)a third time. 

| Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, presented the me- 

| morial of Elias Earle and Banister Stone, pray- 

‘ing that further proceedings may be suspended, 
on a suit instituted against them, for an alleged 
balance due the United States. The memorial 

| was read, and laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of Henry Lee, one 
of the sureties of John Ricaud, late paymaster in 
the service of the United States ;” and, also, a bill, 
| entitled “An act to alter the times of holding the 
| district court of the United States for the district 
| of Vermont ;” in which bills they request the con- 
| currence of the Senate. 
| The said two bills were read, and passed to the 
| second reading. ‘ 
| The bill to amend an act, entitled “An act for 

ascertaining claims and titles to land in the terri- 
tory of Florida,” approved the 18th of May, 1822, 
was read a third time; and, on motion, recommit- 
ed to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, gave notice that, 
| to-morrow, he should ask leave to introduce a bill 
| to alter the time of holding the district court of 
| the United States for the district of Kentucky. 
| ‘The Prestpent communicated a representation 
| of Joseph M. Hernandez, delegate from the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, stating the reasons which render 





Secretary of War, made in pursuance of an act | it expedient to pass, during the present session, 
concerning arsenals and armories, passed 2d of | “An act amending, and supplementary to, the act 
April, 1794, containing a statement of the expen- | for ascertaining claims and titles to lands in Flori- 
ditures at the national armories, and of the arms | da, and for the survey and disposal of the public 
made and repaired therein during the year 1822; | lands in the Territory of Florida.” The repre- 
and the report was read. ’ sentation was read, and referred to the Commit- 
On motion by Mr. Tatsor, the Senate re- | tee on Public Lands. 
sumed ihe consideration of the report of theCom-| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
mittee of Claims on the petition of James Morri- | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
son, of Kentucky; and, on his motion, the further | act for laying out‘and making a road from the 
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nade Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, to the NORTHWEST COAST OF AMERICA. 
western boundary of the Connecticut Western | The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
e On Reserve, in the State of Ohio, agreeable to the pro- | motion of the 14th instant, in relation to the ter- 
itled yisions of the Treaty of Brownstown ;” and, on | ritories of the United States on the Northwest 
e re. motion, the further consideration thereof was post- | Coast of America, and the same having been 
tain poned to, and made the order of the day for, to- | amended by substituting the Committee on “ For- 
t. morrow. | eign Relations,” was agreed to, as amended. 
e, to The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the’ The remarks of Mr. Benton were as follows: 
ot to Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | Mr. Benton, (mgver of the resolution,) said it 
late act to makeperpetual an act, passed the 3d day of | was due to the Senate to state the reason which 
ited March, 1817, entitled ‘An act to continue in force | had induced him to offer it. This was, to prevent 
ther an act, entitled ‘An act further to provide for the | the country in question from falling into the hands 
rted collection of duties on imports and tonnage,’ passed | of another Power. He knew that the public mind 
Was 3d day of March, 1815, and for other purposes ;” | was tranquil upon this point; but he believed that 
and, on motion it was laid on the table. this tranquillity arose, not from an indifference to 
t of The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | the loss of the Columbia river, and the great coun- 
ani Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | try drained by its waters, but from a belief that 
litle act to confirm certain claims to lots in the village | our title to it was undisputed, and the possession 
Ted of Peoria, in the State of Illinois; and, on motion, | open to our citizens whenever the Government 
the further consideration thereof was postponed | would permit them to enter upon it. The con- 
the until to-morrow. . | trary of all this, Mr. B. held to be the fact, and 
ary The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | he would undertake to show to the Senate— 
ind Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An| First. That our claim of sovereignty is disputed 
nd- act to revive and continue in force certaia acts for | by England. 
ted the adjustment of land claims in the Territory of | Second. That England is now the party in 
ead Michigan,” together with the amendment reported | possession. 
thereto by the Committee on Public Lands; and,|- Third. That she resists the possession of the 
ne- the amendment having been agreed to, the bill was | United States. 
y- reported to the House, amended accordingly; and,} Fourth. That the party in possession in 1828 
ed, the same being concurred in, the amendment was | will have the right of possession, under the law o 
red ordered to be engrossed, and the bill read a third | nations, until the question of sovereignty shall be 
jal time, as amended. | decided by war or negotiation. 

The Senate took up the bill from the House of | In supporting these positions, Mr. B. said, that 
es Representatives supplementary to, and to amend, | he would rely, for his proofs, upon two. sources 
vill the act of 1799, to regulate the collection of du- | only; first, the document communicated to Con- 
ne ties on imports and tonnage, together with the | gress by the President, on the 17th April, 1822; 
in amendments recommended by the select commit- | second, the London treaty of October 20th, 1818. 
Ll, tee. These amendments were explained by Mr. | The document would be found in vol. 8, of the 
he Smita, of Maryland, and were agreed to, and the | State Papers, No. 112, and the treaty in vol. 6, of 
ct bill then, having been gone through, was ordered | the Laws of the United States, page 607. 

n- to be read a third time. 1. That the sovereignty of the Columbia river 

Mr. Sournarp presented the memorial of ajis claimed by England. Mr. B. premised, as 
e number of the citizens of Washington City, pray- | matter of historical notoriety, that an American 

ing certain amendments to the charter of said | settlement, Astoria, existed at the mouth of the 
or city ; which petition was read, and referred. | Columbia, at the commencement of the a war; 
I- , | that it was captured by a British sloop-of-war, in 
2, RELIEF OF JOSEPH FORREST. 1813, couettel into a military post, and called 
t- The Senate resumed the consideration of the | Fort George; and that, by the first article of the 

bill for the relief of Joseph Forrest. [This bill | Ghent treaty, a mutual restitution was stipulated, 
t, authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to | of all places taken from either party by the other, 
ll Joseph Forrest the sum of four thousand dollars, | in the progress of the war. 
of being the value of a vessel lost by the said Forrest, In virtue of this stipulation, the American Gov- 

while carrying a donation of provisions from the | ernment, in the year 1815, determined to “ reoc- 
n Congress of the United States to the distressed in- | cupy” the post on the Columbia river, and the Sec- 
- habitants of Caraccas, in the year eighteen hun- | retary of State, Mr. Monroe, on the 15th of July, 
r dred and twelve, at the time tiey suffered by the | of that year, communicated that intention to the 
\ great earthquake. } British Chargé d’Affaires at Washington, and 
t A debate arose on the merits of this claim, which | “ requested a letter” from him, to facilitate the 
- occupied the Senate an hour or two. The claim | restitution. Mr. Baker refused the letter, and as- 
: was supported zealously by Messrs. Ruaates and | signed for his reason, that he had no instructions 


Luoyp, of Maryland, and was as decidedly op- 
posed by Messrs. Smiru, of South Carolina, and 
LanMAN; after which, the question being put on 
ordering the bill to be read a third time, it was 
decided in the negative, 19 to 17. 
* The bill was of course rejected. 


upon the subject, from the British Government. 
He set up no title, on the part of Great Britain, 
and the Government of the United States, appre- 
hending no opposition, despatched the sloop-of-war 
Ontario to the mouth of the Columbia, to reoccupy 
the post. ‘T'wo years afterwards, a Minister Plen- 
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ipotentiary, Mr. Bagot, arrives from England, 


ealls personally on the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Adams, inquires into the destination of the On- 
tario, and being informed that one object of her 
voyage was “ to establish a settlement on the Co- 
lumbia river,” he complains of this intention as 
injurious to the “rights and interests” of His 
Britannic Majesty, and, on the 27th of November, 
two days after his personal ingerview, he addressed 
an official note to the Secretary of State, “re- 
vesting an explanation” of the views of the 
Raussen Government with respect to the settle- 
ment, denying that the restitution of Astoria could 
be sinienell under the Ghent treaty, and declaring 
that “the territory in question had early been 
taken possession of in His Majesty’s name, and 
had since been considered as forming part of His 
Maijesty’s dominions.” ‘ 
hat answer was given by the American Gov- 
ernment, to this high-toned communication, is to 
me unknown, said Mr. B. I draw my informa- 
tion from the papers communicated in the docu- 
ment No. 112, and no answer is there to be found. 
Certain it is that the Ontario returned from the 
Pacific ocean without getting possession of the post 
on the Columbia. 

The next paper upon this subject is from the 
same side of the question, to the same effect, and 
of still higher authority, coming from Lord Cas- 
tlereagh himself, and given in person to Mr. Rush, 
the American Minister in London. Mr. Rush 
communicates it to Mr. Adams on the 14th of 
February, 1818. He states that “ His Lordship 
mentioned the affair of the establishment at the 
Columbia river ;” expressed his “regret” at the 
steps taken by the United, States, to repossess it- 
self of the territory in question, “Great Britain 
having aclaim of dominion over it;” and that 
Mr. Bagot had sent in “a remonstrance” upon 
the occasion, to which no answer had been made 
at the last dates. For settling the question of title 
between the two Powers, Lord Castlereagh pro- 
posed that a reference should be made of it to the 
arbitration of some friendly sovereign, and ad- 
mitted that the United States was entitled to res- 
titution of possession under the first article of the 
Ghent treaty. 

This despatch from Mr. Rush draws out the 
American Secretary. On the 20th of May fol- 
lowing, Mr. Adams writes to Mr. Rush, instruct- 
ing him to decline the proposed arbitration, and 
to express to Lord Castlereagh the unwillingness 
of the United States to include this subject among 
the objects of “serious discussion,” because of 
“the minuteness of the present interests ” of either 
party involved in it. 

This, said Mr. B. is the end of the published 
correspondence on this point. The next place in 
which the British claim shows itself, is in the 
London treaty of October, 1818. 

The first article of that treaty secures to Amer- 
ican fishermen the liberty of curing fish on the 
unsettled coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The second determines a portion of the boun- 
dary between the United States and His Britannic 
Majesty’s dominions in America, to wit: from the 





LT 


Lake of the Woods to the summit of the Rock 
Mountains, and fixes it upon the parallel of the 
49th degree of north latitude. 

| The third applies to the country drained by the 
Columbia river, and is in these words: 

“Tt is agreed that any country which may be claimed 
by either party, on the Northwest coast of America 
westward of the Stoney Mountains, shall, together 
with its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation 
of all rivers within the same, be free and open for the 
term of ten years from the date of the signature of the 
present convention, to the vessels, citizens, and syb. 
jects, of the two Powers; it being well understood 
that this agreement is not to be construed to the pre- 
judice of any claim which either of the two high con. 
tracting parties may have to any part of the said country; 
nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of any other 
Power or State to any part of the said country; the 
only object of the high contracting parties, in that 


respect, being to prevent disputes and differences 
amongst themselves.” 


Mr. B. said that this was the last, and the high- 
est, piece of evidence which he intended to sub- 
mit in support of his assertion that Great Britain 
now claimed the sovereignty of the Columbia 
river. He had traced that claim from its first 
appearance above the horizon of diplomatic dis- 
cussion to its safe lodgment in the bosom of a 
treaty; and surely no claim had ever grown up 
with such surprising rapidity. When Louisiana 
was purchased from Spain, in 1803, it was not 
heard of; when Lewis and Clarke took possession 
of the country, in 1806, it was not heard of; when 
Astoria was tounded, in 1810, it was still unheard 
of; at Ghent, in 1814, no one mentioned it; in 
1815, the British Chargé d’Affaires at Washing- 
ton City, knows nothing about it. It is only in 
November, 1817, that a British Minister first 
avows it; in May, 1818, that an American Sec- 
retary considers it too “minute” to be classed 
among objects of “serious discussion ;” and in 
October ot the same year that it obtains foot-hold 
in a solemn treaty, there to remain, the fruitful 
source of future negotiation, and perhaps of war. 

Mr. B. proceeded to his second point: That 
England now has the possession of the country in 
question. 

He apprehended that a transaction, in which 
Mr. Prevost acted as the agent of the United 
States, had misled the public mind on this subject. 
The facts are, that a British ship of war called at 
Lima, in the Fall of 1818, took up Mr. Prevost, 
carried him to Astoria (Fort George) on the Ist 
day of October, and brought him away on the 
6th. While there, Mr. Prevost, under the au- 
thority of the American Government, signed 4 
receipt for the delivery of Fort George, and ac- 
cepted a remonstrance from the British against 
the delivery “until the final decision of the right 
of sovereignty io the country between the two 
Governments.” The possession of the fort was 
not changed, nor intended to be changed, by any 
thing that Mr. Prevost did. He could not man 
the fort himself, and had not a single soldier or 
sailor to do it for him. The ceremony of lower- 
ing the British flag, and hoisting the American, 
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was a piece of form, arranged beforehand, for the | That article has been read. The reading of it 


rpose of satisfying the words of the Ghent 

reaty by a nominal restitution, while the post 
itself remained with the English in the same 
manner as if Mr. Prevost had never made his visit. 
No attempt has since been made by the American 
Government to realize the possession, and Fort 
George remains to this day in the hands of the 
British. 

The third point: That England resists the pos- | 
session of the United States. 

This has been already proved, in showing that | 
the British Minister, Mr. Bagot, in 1817, “remon- | 
strated” against the occupation of the country by | 
the sloop of war Ontario, and in the notorious 
fact that the Ontario did not succeed in the object 
of her voyage. In 1818, it is shown by Mr. Pre- | 
e that it was still the intention of the.Ameri- 





Government to settle the country, which we 
all know has not been done. His words are these: 





will have dissipated two errors which had obtained 
a wide spread in the public mind—first, that the 
English recognised the forty-ninth degree of lati- 
tude as the boundary between the United States 
and Great Britain, from the Lake of the Woods 
to the Pacific ocean; and, second, that the Uni- 
ted States granted to her the use of the Columbia 
river, and the trade of its inhabitants, for the period 
of ten years. The facts are, that the boundary is 
only fixed to the summit of the Rocky Mountains, 
and the sovereignty of each is considered as equal 
to all the country beyond. Neither surrenders any 
part of its own claim ; the treaty is not to be con- 
strued to the disadvantage of the title of either; 
by consequence, neither is considered as having 
accepted a privilege from the other; but each re- 
tains possession, by virtue of his own claim to 
sovereignty, and each agrees to tolerate the pos- 
session of the other for ten years. It results, of 


“The principal object of the President, in sending | course, from this stipulation, that the party in pos- 
‘ me thus far, was to obtain such information of the | session, at the end of the ten years, will have the 
‘ place, its access, and its commercial importance, | right of possession till the question of title shall 
‘as might enable him to submit to the considera- | be decided. It requires no Vattz to tell us this. 
‘ tion of Congress, measures for the protection and | The principle is the same, in national and in mu- 
‘ extension of the establishment.” The report of | nicipal law. When the title is disputed, the party 
Mr. Prevost was most favorable on all these | in possession of the disputed property has the right 
points, but no plan, for the purpose mentioned by | to Eas it till the question of title is deeided by a 
him, has been submitted to Congress by the Ex- | court of justice, when the dispute is between in- 
ecutive ; and, since that period, the present British | dividuals; and by arms or negotiation, if between 
Minister in Washington, Mr. Canning, in twe | nations. In the case before the Senate, the Uni- 
several interviews with the Secretary of State, in| ted States have a right of possession under the 
refergnce to the bill depending in the House of | Ghent treaty, and a right of entry under the treaty 
Representatives, for the occupation of the Colum- | of 1818; but the latter is already half run out, and 
bia river, “suggested that Great Britain had claims | the former must be considered as abandoned, if 


‘on the Northwest coast of America, with which 
‘ he conceived that such occupation, on the part of | 


‘ the United States, would conflict; and requested | article of the London treaty. 


‘to be informed what were the intentions of the 
‘Government of the United States in this re- 
* spect.” 

This, said Mr. B., is resistance, and resistance 
in the most imposing form. It is direct from the 
Minister of England to the American Secretary 
of State. It is face to face; not once only, but 
on two distinct and separate occasions. It goes the 
whole length of unqualified opposition ; renewing 
the “claim” of Great Britain, warning the Repub- | 
lic of a “ conflict,” and calling upon the Executive | 
to declare its “intentions.” hat further the | 
Minister would have said or done, if the Execu- | 
uve had avowed a disposition to occupy the Co- 
lumbia, cannot be known, as no such avowal was | 
made; but enough is known to prove that the | 
Minister of England has virtually attempted to | 
arrest the progress of a legislative act in the Con- | 
gress of the United States—an attempt which, if | 
I am not greatly mistaken in the temper of the | 
American people, will accelerate the measure it | 
was intended to impede. 


_The fourth point: That the party in posses- | 
sion, in the year 1828, will have the right of pos- 
session until the question of title is decided by war | 


or negotiation. 


This consequence, said Mr. B., results from the | 
terms of the third article of the Treaty of London. | 


not renewed and effectually asserted. 


Mr. B. made further remarks upon the third 
He had heard it 
said that an able diplomatist never signed a treaty 
without having first deposited in it the seed of a 
new contestation. If so, the negotiators of this 


|article have shown themselves eminently able. 


They have not only sowed the seed of a new con- 
test with England, but with all the Powers who 
may choose to contend with us for the Northwest 
coast of America. They have inserted a saving 
clause in behalf of all other “claims” of all other 
“ States and Powers” to the same district of coun- 
try. When I saw this gratuitous and extraor- 
dinary reservation, I could not avoid casting my 
eyes to the foot of the treaty, and searching among 
the signatures for the names of Nesselrode and 
Capo D’Istria; not seeing their names there, I 
nevertheless believe that I see the finger of Rus- 
sia in the treaty itself; and in a reservation so 
vague and so foreign to the interest of the Repub- 
lic, every one may see the policy of England, se- 
curing to herself the means of strengthening her 
own pretensions by joining to them the “claims” 
of all other “Powers and States.” 
Mr. B. found other provisions, to him unac- 
countable, in this treaty. The “fishing privilege” 
is yielded to us, without an equivalent, whieh, at 
Ghent, could not be obtained, except to balance 
the navigation of the Mississippi; and he found 
the sovereignty of the Columbia a concession not 
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even asked for at Ghent, more than half surren- | of Manton Dickerson, appointed a Senator by 
dered to Great Britain and her associate preten- | the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, for the 
ders, and this, too, without the shadow of an | term of six years, commencing on the fourth day 
equivalent to the United States; unless, indeed, | of March next, which were read, and laid on file, 
by a sub silentio agreement, the sovereignty of the; On motion, by Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee 
Columbia was substituted for the navigation of | on Public Lands, to which was referred the me- 
the Mississippi, as the price of the important priv- | morial of a number of the inhabitants of Illinois, 
ilege of taking and curing fish on the desert shores | praying relief may be extended to those purchas- 
of Labrador and Newfoundland. | ers of public lands who had paid for the same prior 
Mr. B. would not pursue this subject any fur- | to the passage of the act of Congress for the relief 
ther. He flattered himself that he had made | of the purchasers of public lands, were discharged 
good all the points which he had taken before the | from the further consideration thereof. 
Senate, and that it was now apparent that the, Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
Republic, partly through its own remissness, partly | mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
from the concessions of our Ministers in London, | petition of Anne Dubord, wife of Joseph Antonio 
but chiefly from the bold pretensions of England, | De Reano, of the city of New Orleans, made a 
is in imminent danger of losing all its territory report, accompanied by a resolution that the peti- 
beyond the Rocky Mountains. The evils of such | tioner have leave to withdraw her petition. 
a loss to us, and the advantage of such an acqui-|_ Mr. Van Dyke, from the Commitiee on Pu 
sition to her, are too obvious to be here insisted | Lands, to which the subject was referred, by a 
upon. Every one can see that the mouth of the | resolution of the Senate, reported a bill extending 
Columbia, in the hands of England, would be | the time for locating Virginia military land war- 
immediately converted into a grand naval station, | rants, and returning surveys thereon to the Gen- 
for the protection of her trade and navigation in eral Land Office. The bill was read, and passed 
the Pacific Ocean, and for the destruction of the | to the second reading. 
commerce of all other Powers. Not an American Mr. Van Dyke, trom the same committee, to 
ship will be able to show itself beyond Cape Horn, | which was recommitted the bill to amend an act, 
but with the permission of the English. entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles 
The direct intercourse between Asia and the | to land in the Territory of Florida,” approved the 
valley of the Mississippi would be intercepted. | 8th of May, 1822, reported the same without 
The fur trade of the Rocky Mountains would fall | 2endment. : . : 
into the hands of British subjects, and with it the | The bill for the relief of Edward Evat was read 
entire command of all the Indians of the West | the second time. “ 
and North, to be turned loose upon the frontiers of | The bill to divorce John Wheelwright and Car- 
Missouri and Arkansas, and Illinois and Michi-| Oline Eliza Wheelwright, his wife, was read the 
gan, upon the first renewal of hostilities between | Second time. 








the United States of America and the King of| The bill entitled “An act to alter the times of 


Great Britain. | holding the district court of the United States, for 
| the district of Vermont,” was read the second 


| time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
Tvespay, February 18. | diciary. 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, asked and obtained| The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Henry 
leave to introduce a bill to alter the time of hold-| Lee, one of the sureties of John Ricaud, late pay- 
ing the district court of the United States, for the | master in the service of the United States,” was 


district of Kentucky ; and the bill was twice read | read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
by upanimous consent. | tee of Claims. 


Mr. Ruectes, from the Committee of Claims.to, The bill supplementary to the several acts for 
which was referred the bill, entitled “An act for | the adjustment of land claims in the State of Lou- 
the relief of James Morrison, of Kentucky,” re- | isiana, was read a third time, and passed. 





ported the same without amendment. | The bill for the relief of John Buhler was read 
On motion, by Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee | a third time, and passed. 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the me-| The amendments to the bill entitled “An act 


morial of the Legislature of the State of Alabama, | supplementary to, and to amend, an act, entitled 
praying that thesale of public lands within thecoun- | ‘ An act to regulate the collection of duties on im- 
ties of Jackson and Decatur may be deferred, and | ports and tonnage,’ passed 2d March, 1799, and to 
that certain settlers may be entitled to the right of | repeal an act supplementary thereto, passed 20t! 
re-emption ; and, also, the memorial of the said | April, 1818, and for other purposes,” having been 
egislature, praying further relief to the purchas- | reported by the committee correctly engrossed, the 
ers of public lands in that State, were discharged | bill was read a third time as amended, and passed. 
from the further consideration thereof, respectively. | The amendment to the bill entitled “An act to 
Mr. Van Dyxs, from the Committee on Public | revive and continue in force certain acts for the 
Lands, to which was referred the peiition of Elihu | adjustment of land claims in the Territory of 
Hall Bay, for himself and on behalf of Theodore | Michigan,” having been reported by the commit- 
Gaillard and Charles Roberts, of the State of | tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third 
South Carolina, made a report, which was read. | time as amended, and passed. 
The PrestpenT communicated the credentials} On motion of Mr. Van Buren, it was 
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Resolved, That the Senate will, to-morrow, at 12 | 
o’clock, proceed to the choice of a President pro tem- | 
pore. ; | 
[Though nothing was said by Mr. Van Buren | 
on offering the above resolution, it was known | 
that the Vice President had withdrawn from the 
Chair of the Senate for ihe remainder of the ses- | 
sion, being about to return home.) — 

The Senate took up the resolution offered by | 
Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, on Friday last; and, | 
after some discussion, having been modified, on | 
the motion of Mr. Miuus, to read as follows, it | 
was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of collecting | 
and digesting in one bill all the acts of Congress rel- 
ative to the courts of the United States, and the ad- | 
ministration of justice therein ; and to report a mode | 
ofweffecting that object, and also of effecting such | 
changes, modifications, and additions, as will, in their 
opinion, combine most efficiency, promptitude, and | 
economy, in the administration of justice. 

Mr. Hotmes, of Mississippi, presented the peti- 
tion of Jeremiah Downs, late a captain of mount- | 
ed volunteer riflemen, praying the reimbursement | 
of his expenses in supplying the company under | 

} 
| 


| 
' 
} 


his command with hay and fodder. The peti- 
tion was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide for the settle- | 
ment of the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, | 
late Governor of the State of New York;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the | 
Senate. 

The said bill was twice read, by unanimous | 
consent, and referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

Mr. Wittiams, of Tennessee, from the Com-| 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred | 
a resolution of the Senate, of the 17th of Janu- | 
ary, reported the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause | 
to be laid before the Senate, at the commencement of | 
the next session of Congress, the plan of the fortifica- 
tion contemplated to be erected at St. Mary’s river, | 
within the Potomac, with an estimate of the sum | 
necessary to complete the same, and the number of | 
cannon and mortars intended for the works; and, | 


also, that he be requested to cause a survey to be 


made of the Patuxent river, to ascertain a proper site | 
for a fortification, and to lay the same before the Sen- | 


ate, with a plan of the same, the number of guns and 
mortars which may be requisite, and an estimate of 
the sum that will be necessary to erect and complete 
the works. 


The Senate took up the report of the Commit- 
tee on Claims unfavorable to the petition of Lieu- 
tenant Joseph S. MePherson, of the Navy, who 
prays, for the reasons set forth, that Congress will 
pass an act authorizing the settlement of his ac- 
counts, without requiring of him certain vouchers 
which have been lost. 

Mr. Finptay laid before the Senate some pa- 
pers and facts on the subject of this case, not sub- 
mitted to the committee. He also made some re- 
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marks favorable to the petitioner, and concluded 
by a motion to recommit the report, with the 
papers he had introduced, which motion was 
agreed to. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Taytor, of 
Virginia, proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States in regard to the elec- 
tion of President of the United States, being the 
next subject in order, was taken up; when 

Mr. Lowrte moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table, and his motion was agreed to with- 
out opposition. 

LEAD MINES AND SALT SPRINGS. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to offer at public sale the salt springs and 
lead mines of the United States, and the public 
land contiguous thereto. 

Mr. Dickerson moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, and to insert a substitute, pro- 


‘viding, in substance, that the President of the 
| United States be authorized to appoint some fit 


person, skilled in mineralogy, for the space of 
three years, for the purpose of examining and re- 
porting, from time to time, on the mines and min- 
erals of the States of Missouri and Illinois, and 
Territory of Michigan; and allowing him a sal- 
ary therefor. 

Mr. Dickerson supported this proposition, and 
opposed the original bill. 

Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, advocated, at some 
length, and Mr. Macon briefly, the expediency of 
selling the mine lands. Mr. Lioyp, of Massa- 
chusetts, made some remarks against the bill, and 
Mr. Tacsor likewise, in its present shape. 

The bill was then laid on the table; and the 
Senate adjourned. 


Wepnespay, February 19. 

At 12 o’clock to-day, the Secretary of the Senate 
called the Senate to order; and, having stated 
that the hour had arrived at which the Senate 
had resolved to proceed to the election of Presi- 
dent pro tempore, he requested the members to pre- 
pare their ballots for that purpose. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot 
fur a President pro tem., and the result was as 

| follows : 

For Joun GatiLuarp, of South Carolina 32 

For James Barsour, of Virginia - so SRG 

| Scattering - - - - - - 6 

| So Mr. GatLiarp was elected President of the 

| Senate pro tempore ; and, having taken the Chair, 

| made his acknowledgments to the Senate, as 

| follows: 

| Gentritemun: On taking the station with which 

| you have honored me, I must be permitted io tender 

| you my acknowledgments for so flattering an evidence 
of the continuance of your confidence and favor. Were 

| my capacity to fill this place commensurate with your 
kindness, or equal to the gratitude I feel, I might then 
reasonably expect to merit your approbation, which 
would be the highest reward | could obtain, and the 
most gratifying compensation for the cares and solici- 
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tude which must ever be attendant on the situation to 
which I am called. Forbidden, however, by a thorough 
conviction of my deficiencies in many essential re- 
spects, to hope for so favorable a result, I must again 
throw myself for encouragement and support on your 
known liberality, and on the experience I have had 
of your former indulgence, and they will, I trust, sus- 
tain me in the attempt I shail make to discharge the 
duties devolving on me with fidelity and impartiality ; 
being fully persuaded that I shall thereby furnish the 
most satisfactory testimony that can be offered of my 
high respect for this body, as well as of my esteem 
and personal regard for the individuals composing it. 

On motion of Mr. Mitts, the Secretary was 
directed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and acquaint him with the election of Mr. 
Gai.uarp as President of the Senate, in the ab- 
sence of the Vice Presipent of the United States, 
and also to inform the House of Representatives 
thereof. 

Mr. Ruce.es, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, to provide for the settlement of 
the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, late Gov- 
ernor of the State of New York, reported the 
same, without amendment. 


Claims, to which was referred the petition of 


On motion, by Mr. Ruactes, the Committee of | 


Samuel F.. Hooker, were discharged from the fur- | 


ther consideration thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government, for the year 1823 ;” 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the Navy of the United States, for the year 1823 ;” 
and, also, a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Polly L. Campbell, widow of Colonel John B. 
Campbell, deceased, late of the eleventh regiment 
of the United States infantry ;” in which bills 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Strokes, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for clearing, 
repairing, and improving certain roads, for the 
= of facilitating the transportation of the 

nited States’ mail; and the bill was twice read. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, reported a bill to author- 
ize. the Recorder of Land Titles in the State of | 
Missouri, to examine into the number and state of 
the unconfirmed French and Spanish land claims, 
in the State of Missouri, and to report the same to 
the Congress, at their next session; and the bill 
was twice read, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- | 
lowing motion for consideration : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation sufficient to complete the barracks, and 
other buildings, commenced at Baton Rouge, in the 
State of Louisiana, for the accommodaticn of the troops 

of the United States at that place. 


CLAIM OF JAMES MORRISON. 


The Senate then took up the report of the Com- 
mittee of Claims adverse to the claim of Colonel 








James Morrison, of Kentucky, a deputy Quarter. 
master General during the late war with Great 
Britain, who petitions for an allowance of tep 
thousand dollars, in the settlement of his accounts 
which sum was lent by his assistant or agent, 
Thomas H. Pindall, to Colonel Buford, deputy 
| Commissary, for the public service, but not re- 
| turned, and with which sum Colonel Morrison is 
| charged, and now asks to be credited. 
| Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the resolution reported by the committee so as to 
| reverse it and make it favorable to the petitioner 
and followed his motion with a speech of some 
length in support of the claim. 

An earnest debate ensued on this question, which 
occupied the Senate until nearly four o’clock, in 
which the various facts, and numerous papers, 
adduced in support of the claim, were minutely 
examined and elaborately commented on, pro and 
con. Messrs. Jounson of Kentucky, Brown of 
Louisiana, VAN Buren, Tatsot, Samira of Ma- 
ryland, Benron, and Hotes of Maine, supported 
the allowance of the claim; and Messrs. Ruc- 
ates, Van Dyke, Cnanpver, and Lanman, op- 
ee it. Mr. Barron also spoke against its al- 
owance, not on its merits, but because he thought 
it in the first instance a more proper question for 
a court of justice between Messrs. Morrison and 
Buford. 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Jounson, of Kentucky, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yras—-Messrs. Benton, Brown of Louisiana, 
Brown of Ohio, D’ Wolf, Edwards, Elliot, Findlay 
Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Kentucky, ohn- 
son of Louisiana, Kelly, King of New York, Lloyd 
of Maryland, Parrott, Seymour, Smith of Maryland, 
Southard, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor of Indiana, Thomas, 
Van Buren, Ware, and Williams of Tennessee—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Boardman, Chandler, Dick- 
erson, Eaton, Gaillard, King of Alabama, Knight, 
Lanman, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Lowrie, Macon, 
Mills, Morril, Palmer, Ruggles, Smith of South Car- 
olina, Taylor of Virginia, and Van Dyke—19. 

The Committee of Claims was then, on the 
motion of Mr. Ta.zorv, instructed to bring in a 
bill for the relief of the petitioner; and the Sen- 


i 





| ate adjourned. 





Tuurspay, February 20. 


The following Message was received from the 

PresipeNT OF THE Unirep States: 
To the Vice President of the United States 
and President of the Senate : 

The Convention of Navigation and Commerce be- 
tween the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of France and Navarre, concluded and signed 
at Washington, on the 24th of June, 1822, with the 
first separate article thereto annexed, having been 
ratified by the two parties, and the ratifications of the 
same having been duly exchanged, copies of it, and 
of the separate article referred to, are now communi- 
cated to the two Houses of Congress, to the end that 
the necessary measures for carrying it into execution 
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on the part of the United States, may be adopted by 


Legislature. 
™ JAMES MONROE. | 


Wasurneton, Feb. 18, 1823. 

The Message and accompanying papers were 
read. 

The PresiIDENT communicated a document. 
which was intended to have accompanied the 
Message of the President of the United States, of 
the 3d of January, 1823, transmitting a detailed 
statement of the expenses of building each vessel 
of war; and, on motion, it was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Ruaaces, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an | 
appropriation to enable the President of the United | 
States to take such measures as may be necessary for | 
purchasing the right, title, and interest, which certain | 
Indians have in and to three several tracts of land, | 
of four thousand acres each, lying in the county of | 
Tuscaroras, in the State of Ohio, which lands were | 
granted by Congress, in the year 1796, to the “ So- | 
ciety of United Brethren for propagating the Gospel | 
among the Heathen,” in trust, for the sole use and | 
benefit of the said Indians; said purchase to be made | 
with the knowledge and consent of the said Society. 


Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Claims, 
in pursuance of instructions of the Senate, reported 
a bill for the relief of James Morrison; and the 
bill was twice read by unanimous consent. 

On motion by Mr. Ruaates, the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of John | 
Mitchell, were discharged from the further con- | 
sideration thereof, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to consider and report thereon. | 

Mr. Sita, of South Carolina, presented the | 

tition of the board created by the Legislature of | 

outh Carolina, for the establishment of a muni- 
cipal guard, for the protection of Charleston and 
its vicinity, praying the assent of Congress to an | 
act of that State. The petition was read, and | 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Eaton submitted the following motions for | 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on Friday, the 28th | 
day of February, instant, proceed, by ballot, to elect 
the several officers of the Senate; which election shall 
take place every second year thereafter; and a ma- | 





jority of the votes present shall be necessary to a_ 
choice. 

Resolved, That, after the 28th day of February, no 
clerk in the Secretary of the Senate’s office, shall be 
competent to act, or shall be entitled to receive any 
compensation for his services, until he shall be reported 
to the Senate, and his appointment be assented to; 
and this shall be done every second year, immediately 
efter the election of the officers of the Senate shall 
take place. 

The bills last brought up from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence were read, and 
severally passed to the second reading. 

_ The bill entitled “An act making appropria- | 
tions for the support of Government for the year | 
1823, was read the second time, by unanimous | 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Fi-! 
hance. 
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The bill entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Navy of the United 
States, for the year 1823,” was read the second 


time by unanimous consent, and referred to the 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill entitled “ An act for the relief of Polly 
L. Campbell, widow of Colonel John B. Camp- 
bell, deceased, late of the eleventh regiment of 
United States infantry,” was read the second time 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Barpoor gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Nimrod Farrow, Richard Harris, and their 
securities. 

The bill extending the time for locating Vir- 
ginia military land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys thereon to the General Land Office, was 
read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the 

etition of Anne Dubord, wife of Joseph Antonio 

e Reano; and, on motion, by Mr. Jonnson, of 
Louisiana, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, who were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making a donation 
of lands lying upon the waters of Pearl river, to 
be appropriated, under the direction of the General 
Assembly of the State of Mississippi, to aid in the 
opening and improving the navigation of said 
river, from the seat of government of the State to 
the Gulf of Mexico, made a report, accompanied 
by a resolution that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of this subject. 

The engrossed bill entitled “ An act to amend 
an act entitled ‘An act for ascertaining claims 
and titles to land, in the Territory of Florida,” ap- 
proved the eighth of May, 1822, was read a third 
time; and, on motion, by Mr. W1Ltiams, of Ten- 
nessee, it was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


| report of the Committee on Public Lands, on the 


petition of Elihu Hall Bay, and others; and, on 
motion, it was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, on the 18th instant, in relation to contem- 


| plated fortifications at St. Mary’s and Patuxent 


rivers, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 19th instant, relative to the barracks 
and other buildings, commenced at Baton Rouge, 
in the State of Louisiana; and the same having 
been modified, by substituting the “ Committee on 
Finance,” was agreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Lowrie, the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill supplementary to the acts to 
provide for certain persons engaged in the land 


‘and naval service of the United States, in the 


Revolutionary war; and, on his motion, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill from the House of Representatives for 
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laying out and making a road from the Lower 
Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, to the western 
boundary of the Connecticut Western Reserve, in 
the State of Ohio, agreeable to the provisions of 
the Indian Treaty of Brownstown. 

On this bill a long debate arose, in which its 
principle and details, its constitutionality and ex- 
pediency, were thoroughly discussed ; in the course 
of which the bill was considerably modified. 

Messrs. Mitts, Tay or, of Virginia, and Kina, 
of New York, were the principal opponents of the 
bill, and Messrs. Brown, of Ohio, Lanman, Ben- 
Ton, Smitu, of Maryland, and Lowais, its sup- 

rters. The debate principally turned upon the 
obligation there was on the part of the United 
States, to carry into effect the Treaty of Browns- 
town, and whether, even if an obligation was im- 
posed, the State of Ohio had any interest in it 
which required her to claim it to be executed. 

Finally, the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
as amended—ayes 29. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill entitled “An 
act to confirm certain claims to lots in the village 
of Peoria, in the State of Illinois;” and, on mo- 
tion, it was laid on the table. 


Mr. Van Dykes, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported a bill supplementary to the “Act 
to designate the boundaries of districts, and estab- 


lish land offices for the disposal of the public lands | 


not heretofore offered for sale in the States of Ohio 
and Indiana ;” and the bill was read. 
Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, observed that, as the 


of favoritism, and might be so charged, particu. 
larly as it related to a person who held a high ang 
respectable office. 

Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, replied to Mr. Earoy 
in an animated manner. He did not think any 
such imputation could be made. A jury had 
passed on this claim, and had rendered a verdict 
in favor of the Vice President. Committees, too, 
in both Houses of Congress, had examined the 
case, and had reported in favor of authorizing 
what the bill proposed. There was a wide differ. 
ence, therefore, between this and other cases of 
unsettled accounts with the Government. 

Mr. Morrit could not agree in the propriety of 
Mr. Earton’s objections. He adverted to the dis- 
tinguished services of the Vice President during 
the late war, and argued in support of the justice 
of the bill. 

| Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, supported the bill 

with much earnestness; and 

| Mr. Macon opposed it, generally, on the ground 

| taken by Mr. Eaton. 

| The question was then taken on ordering the 

| bill to a third reading, and was carried, with two 

| or three dissenting voices. 

| At the request of Mr. Witttiams, of Tennessee, 

the bill was thereupon read the third time, by 

/unanimous consent, was passed, and returned to 

| the House of Representatives. 

| Mr. Sourmarp gave notice that, to-morrow, he 

should ask leave to introduce a bill te provide for 

i. library for the Supreme Court of the United 
tates. 





Senate did not usually sit on Saturday, he hoped | 
they would indulge him so far as to meet on Sat- | Fripay, February 21. 

urday next for the purpose of discussing his reso-| Mr. Barsour asked and obtained leave to in- 
men proponing an amendment to the Constitu- | troduce a bill for the relief of Nimrod Farrow 
tion of the United States, in regard to the elec- | Richard Harris, and their securities. The bil 
tion of Presidey of the United States, and with | was twice read by unanimous consent, and the 
that view he moved that the resolution be made the | bill, together with sundry documents, submitted 





order for that day ; which motion was agreed to. 
, ACCOUNTS OF DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 


The Senate then, on the motion of Mr. Wit- 
Liams, of Tennessee, proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill to provide for the settlement of the 
accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, late Governor 
of the State of New York. 

{This bill authorizes, first, that the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury adjust and settle 
the accounts and claims of Daniel D. Tompkins, 
on principles of equity and justice, subject to the 
revision and final decision of the President of the 
United States. Secondly, it enacts that the pro- 
vision of the appropriation law of last session, 
which prohibits the payment of salary to any in- 
dividual while he shall appear to be indebted to 
the United States, shall be repealed so far as it 
applies to Mr. Tompkins.]} 

Mr. Eaton was opposed to the second provision 
(above stated ) of the bill ; because, however highly 
he might estimate the services and patriotism of 
the Vice President during the late war, he could 
not reconcile it to himself to extend to any indi- 
vidual a privilege which was denied to all others 
similarly situated. It would have the appearance 


by Mr. Barsoor, relating to the claim of Nimrod 
| Farrow and Richard Harris, for the building of 
the fortifications at Dauphin Island, were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, the re- 
port of the Committee on Military Affairs, of the 
18th instant, to which was referred a resolution of 
the Senate, of the 17th of January, in relation to 
contemplated fortifications at St. Mary’s and Pa- 
tuxent rivers, were ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. Lowrie submitted the following resolutions 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That Robert Tweedy, Tobias Simpson, 
, and George Hicks, assistants to the Sergeant-at-Arms 

and Doorkeeper of the Senate, be paid, out of the 
contingent fund, two dollars a day for each day they 
have attended the Senate during the present session 
of Congress, and that Henry Tims, jun., be allowed 
dollars for his attendance during the present 
session. 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent 
fund, to Robert Tweedy, ‘Tobias Simpson, and George 
Hicks, the sum of dollars for extra services. 

The resolutions were read, and passed to the 
second reading. 
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to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
yesting in the State of Virginia the right of the 
United States to all fines assessed for non-perform- 
ance of militia duty, during the late war with 
Great Britain, within said State,” reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. Benron laid on the table sundry maps and 
plans of the lead mine districts. 

Mr. Smita, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
bill, entitled “An act to alter the times of holding 
the district court of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Vermont,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

The amendments to the bill entitled “An act 
for laying out and making a road from the Lower 
Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the western 
boundary of the Connecticut Western Reserve, in 
the State of Ohio, agreeable to the provisions of 
the Treaty of Brownstown,” having been reported 
by the Committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time, as amended, and passed. 
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Mr. Nose, from the Committee on the Militia, tially or otherwise, as he shall think fit, any informa- 


tion in his possession, which he may not deem im- 
proper to be communicated, relative to the present 
state and condition of the Mexican empire. 

On motion by Mr. Jonnson, of Louisiana, the 
Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill to enable the holders of Freuch, Briti 
and Spanish titles, to land within the State o 
Louisiana, which have not been recognised as 
valid by the Government of the United States, to 
institute proceedings to try the validity thereof, 
and for other purposes; and, on his motion, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to report a bill to amend the act ‘‘ To provide 
for certain persons engaged in the land and naval ser: 
vice of the United States, in the Revolutionary war,” 
and the act in addition thereto, so as to reduce the 
pensions therein provided thirty per cent., and to in- 
clude all persons who shall have served their country 
the time required by said acts, without requiring the 


The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An | condition of poverty or necessity ; and that the pen- 


act to designate the boundaries of districts, and | sions so reduced shall continue to be paid until the 
establish land offices for the disposal of the pub-| number of pensioners shall be reduced to eighteen 
lic lands, not heretofore offered for sale, in the | thousand; after which, there shall be a further reduc- 


States of Ohio and Indiana,” was read the second 
time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactures, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making a donation of lands lying 
upon the waters of Pearl river, to be appropria- 
ted, under the direction of the General Assembly 
of the State of Mississippi, to aid in the opening 
and improving the navigation of said river, from 
the seat of government of the State, to the Gulf 
of Mexico; and on motion by Mr. Houmes, of 
Mississippi, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Finance, on the me- 
morial of Lewis A. Petray and Just Viel; and on 
motion by Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed until 
Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary in the 
ease of Ann Dubord, wife of Joseph Antonio De 
Reano, of the city of New Orleans ; when, on the 
motion of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, the report 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, with instructions to report a bill for the 
relief of the petitioner. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Captain 
Richard Hightower ;” in which bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Brown, of Ohio, submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, confiden- 


| tion to one-half of the original pension. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
then proceeded to consider the bill from the House 
of Representatives, “supplementary to the acts 
‘to provide for certain persons engaged in the 
‘land and naval service of the United States in 
‘ the Revolutionary war.” 

[This bill provides for the restoration to the pen- 
sion list, of the name “of any person who may 
‘have been, or hereafter shall be, stricken there- 
‘ from, in pursuance of the act of Congress, passed 
‘the lst day of May, 1820, if such person, so 
‘ stricken from the list of pensioners, has heretofore 
‘ furnished, or hereafter shall furnish, evidence, in 
‘ pursuance of the provisions of said act, to satisfy 
‘ the Secretary of War that he is in such indigent 
‘ circumstances as to be unable to support himself 
* without the assistance of his country.”] 

Messrs. Mitus, Morrii, and Lowrie, spoke in 
favor of, and Mr. Nose against, the bill. 

Mr. Lowrie proposed, as an amendment to the 
bill, an additional section, providing for a reduc- 
tion of 20 per cent. on the amounts hereafter to be 
paid to all the Revolutionary pensioners. 

In support of this motion— 

Mr. Lowrie observed that his remarks on this 
subject would take up very little time, for he was 
well aware that the friends of a measure some- 
times destroy it by too much speaking. The ex- 
pense of the pension list for four years, is as 
tollows : 


1819 - - - = §1,811,328 96 
M9: -2) sow = 
1821 - - - - 1,200,000 00 
MM css. 1 


6,219,114 67 
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One quarter of which is $1,554,778 66 per an-| Messrs. Seymour and Lanman spoke in fayor 
num. of the bill, and Messrs. Macon and Smiru, of 
There are 2,328 men who, under the provisions | South Carolina opened it. 
of this act, may be placed upon the list. This| Mr. Lvoyp, of assachusetts, said he considered 
number, and no more, will be affected by its pro-| the amendment adopted by the committee, on 
visions. This is the utmost extent to which the | motion of the honorable member from Pennsy|- 
bill goes, and by no possible construction can more | Vania _ Lowrie) as giving a death blow to 
be embraced. The expense of that number, sup-| the bill. As much as he might feel in favor of 
posing, what is not probable, that all will be placed | any other parts of the bill, he could not vote for 
on the list, according to the estimate of the Chair- | it, if thatamendment were adopted, which he con- 
man of the Committee, (Mr. Nose,) is $223,000. | sidered asa breach of faith. The Government 
The estimate ] have made, amounts to $350,000. | having entered into a contract to pay to these pen- 
This is $137,000 beyond that of the chairman; | sioners a certain stipulated sum during life, any 
and if it be erroneous, it is too large ; and it is the | reduction of that sum would amount to a violation 
utmost limit of the expense. Now, for the other | of the faith of the Government. For this reason, 
side. By the present law, there are near 6,000 | he should vote against the bill as amended. 
who may get on the list. Now, suppose but one- | The bill was then reported to the Senate, with 
half of that number be placed on the list. This | the amendment. 
may, and will take place, whether you pass this | The question on adopting the amendment was 
bill or not. If shaced on the list, they will be en- | taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirm- 
titled to back pensions from the time they were | ative, 23 to 22. The vote was as follows: 
suspended by the act of 1820, which will be about | Yras—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown of 
three years. The amount, then, for back pension | Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Chandler, Elliott, Findlay, 
alone, for 3,000 men, will be $900,000. You have | Gaillard, Holmes of Maine, Holmes of Mississippi, 
now the advantage and disadvantage of this bill, | Johnson of Louisiana, Kelly, King of Alabama, Low- 
as it respects the Treasury.. The calculation, to | ti¢ Macon, Noble, Palmer, Smith of South Carolina, 
my mind, is perfectly satisfactory. Any gentleman | Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Van Dyke, and Wil- 
can satisfy himself - making a few figures; and, | liams of Tennesseer—23. , 
from this view of the principles of the bill, it is |, Naxs— Messrs. Pecan ee 
: ’ . ’ ’ ork, 
ar evident that the Treasury will not lose | Knight, Lanman, Lloy d of Massachosetis, Lies dof 
. . . : | Maryland, Mills, Morril, Parrott, Ruggies, Seymour, 
i id Me LoL wih ook oe fr | BORG rn” Se Ba 
now between one million and a half and two mil- | PUC™ V8 and Williams of Mississippi—-22. 
lions of dollars. Whether this bill is passed or |, b€ question on ordering the bill to be read a 
not, the list will soon swell to two millions of dol- | third time, was taken by yeas and nays, and de- 
lars. This is a large sum ; and the question must | aren the negative, 21 to 24. The vote was as 
2 a 
= 2 grange 7 oT ae rod ood d ates _ Yxras—Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, D’ Wolf, Dick- 


. . . erson, Findlay, Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Ken- 
al ein these times Will you repeal the oct, King of New York, Knight, Lanman, Lowi 
ij th he T . >” 2 | Mills, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, 
to relieve the pressure on the Treasury, propose mith of Maryland, Southard, Stokes, and Van Buren 
an amendment, to reduce the pensions twenty per _9}, 
cent. This would give each private $76 80.,| Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown of 
That sum, sir, is worth as much as ninety-six dol- | Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, 
lars was at the time of passing the original act. | Holmes of Mississippi, Johnson of Louisiana, Kelly, 
On the subject of reduction, I propose no measure | King of Alabama, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Lloyd of 
to the pensioners which I would not vote for, as | Maryland, Macon, Noble, Smith of South Carolina, 
it respects myself. For I neither will tax the , Talbot, Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Van Dyke, Ware, 
people or borrow money, while any prudent reduc- | Williams of Missouri, and Williams of Tennessee 
tion can be made. The present amendment will —24- 
relieve the Treasury from about $400,000. That So the bill was rejected. 
sum I would give to those who are not on the list. 
The money we now pay, I would still pay; but I | ' , 
would distribute it to more individuals. Numbers Satorpay, February 22. 
are not on the list, who have as good a rightto be| Mr. Parrorr, from the Committee on Naval 
there as those who are now there. In doing this, Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Rob- 
we do more justice than by keeping the door closed ert F. Stockton, late commander of the United 
against those who are now without. Still, sir, | States schooner Alligator, made a report, accom- 
should the amendment be rejected, I will vote for | panied by a bill for the relief of Robert F’, Stock- 
the bill ; and I do so under the full conviction that, | ton; the bill was twice read by unanimous con- 
even without the amendment, it ought to pass. I sent, and on motion by Mr. Parrott, the report 
offer this amendment for the purpose of saving the | was ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
bill, as it is well understood that it will be rejected | Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, presented the petition 
without it. of Charles Wilkins, praying the payment of the 
The amendment was agreed to—18 to 16. balance ascertained by due course of law to be 
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due to him, on the settlement of his accounts as 
contractor. The petition was read, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Benton gave notice that, on Monday next, 
he should ask leave to introduce a bill to enable 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 

tment to audit and settle the accounts of the 
surveyor of public lands in the States of Illinois 
and Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas, for extra 
clerk hire in his office. 

Mr. Lowrie submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Gales & Seaton be paid, out of 
the contingent fund, two hundred and fifty dollars, 
for eight thousand copies of the Message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, for the years 1821 and 
1822. 

The resolution was read, and passed to the se- 
cond reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cap- 
tain Richard Hightower,’ was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WiuutaMs, of Tennessee, the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to which was re- 
ferred the memorial of the Legislature of Alaba- 
ma, praying that the military works for the de- 
fence of the bay and harbor of Mobile may be 
completed, were discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 20th instant, for the election of the 
several officers of the Senate ; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Earon, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion for requesting of the President of the United 
States information relative to the present state and 
condition of the Mexican empire ; and, on motion, 
by Mr. Kine, of Alabama, it was laid on the 
table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 21st instant, for instructing the 
Committee on Pensions to report a bill to amend 
the act to provide for certain persons engaged in 
the land and naval service of the United States 
in the Revolutionary war,” and the act in addition 
thereto; and, on motion, by Mr. Houmes, of 
Maine, it was laid on the table. 

The resolution to compensate Robert Tweedy, 
and others, assistants to the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and Doorkeeper of the Senate, were read the sec- 
ond time. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
= of the Committee on Commerce and Man- 
ufactures, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making a donation of lands, lying 
upon the waters of Pearl river, to be appropriated 


under the direction of the General Assembly of 


the State of Mississippi, to aid in opening and 
improving the navigation of said river, from the 


seat of government of the State, to the Gulf of 


Mexico ; and, on motion, by Mr. Hotes, of Mis- 
sissippi, it was laid on the table. 

The Senate then, according to the order of the 
day, resumed the consideration of the resolution 


offered by Mr. Tay tor, of Virginia, proposing an 
pee te to the Ccnstitadon of the United 
States, in regard to the election of President of 
the United States, together with the several 
amendments (or substitutes) offered to the resola- 
tion, by Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Hoitmes of 
Maine. 

Mr. Tay or, of Virginia, rose and spoke some 
time, in reply to the remarks submitted by Mr. 
Dickerson on a former day, and in support of 
his own proposition, and against that of Mr. Dicx- 
ERSON. 

Mr. Smitu, of Maryland, replied to Mr. Tay- 
Lor, in a speech of about half an hour-—advo- 
cating Mr. Dickerson’s proposition in preference 
to Mr. Tay or’s. 

On motion of Mr. Eaton, the subject was then 
laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act appropriating moneys 
for the purpose of repairing the national road 
from Cumberland to Wheeling,” with amend- 
ments, in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. They have passed a bill, entitled 
“An act extending the time for issuing and lo- 
cating military land warrants to officers and 
soldiers of the Revolutionary war;” a bill, enti- 
tled “ An act mating Sern for the mili- 
tary service of the United States, for the year 
1823;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief cf 
Charles Carr, of Kentucky, late paymaster to 
Colonel William Dudley’s regiment of Kentucky 
militia ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
John B. Hogan;” and, also, a resolution requir- 
ing from the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives an annual state- 
ment of the expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the two Houses ; in which bills and reso- 
lution they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
| The said four bills and resolution were read, 
/and severally passed to the second reading. 
| The bill, entitled “An act extending the time 

for issuing and locating military land warrants to 
officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary war,” 
was read the second time by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States, 
| for the year 1823,” was read the second time by 
| unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 





tee on Finance. 

| The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 

| Charles Carr, of Kentucky, late paymaster to 
Colonel William Dudley’s regiment of Kentucky 
militia,” was read the second time by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

| The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 

B. Hogan,” was read the second time by unani- 

| mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The resolution requiring from the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives an annual statement of the expenditures 

i from the contingent fund of the two Houses, was 
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read the second time by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the committee appointed to audit and 
control the contingent expenses of the Senate. 

The Senate took up the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the Cumberland Road 
bill, and agreed, without objection. to substitute 
the word “public” for the word “national,” as 
applied to the road. 

motion of Mr. Lowris, the Senate took up 

the joint resolution directing the printing of a 
number of copies of the Journal of the Revolu- 
tionary Congress; and, after some remarks from 
Mr. Lowrise and Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, to show 
the great value and importance of the work, its 
scarcity, the impossibility of procuring a copy in 
the United States, &c., the resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. Ke ty rose, and, adverting to the decision 
of the Senate yesterday, by which the bill from 
the House of Representatives supplementary to the 
Revolutionary Pension Acts, was rejected, stated 
that the subject was one which he had not given 
much attention to when he was called to vote on 
it; that subsequent reflection had induced him to 
mistrust the correctness of the vote he then gave, 
and he should be glad to have the question more 
deliberately and maturely decided. He, therefore, 
(having yesterday voted with the majority,) 
moved to reconsider the decision of yesterday on 
the bill. 

On this question Mr. Nose asked for the yeas 
and nays. 

The question was accordingly taken, and the 
motion was agreed to—yeas 27, nays 14, as fol- 
lows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Barton, Boardman, Brown of Ohio, 
Chandler, D’Wolf, Dickerson, Findlay, Holmes of 
Maine, Kelly, King of Alabama, King of New York, 
Kmight, Lanman, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Lowrie, 
Mills, Morril, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith of 
Maryland, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, Thomas, Van 
Buren, and Williams of Mississippi. 

Nars—Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of La., 
Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, Holmes of Mississippi, John- 
son of Louisiana, Macon, Noble, Taylor of Indiana, 
Taylor of Virginia, Ware, and Williams of Tenn. 


So it was agreed that the Senate reconsider the 
vote; and, on motion, by Mr. Keuty, the further 
consideration of the bill, as amended, was _post- 
poned to and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 


JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES OF PEACE. 


At the request of Mr. Barzour, the Senate took 
up the bill from the other House to extend the 
jurisdiction of justices of the peace, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to debts of fifty dollars. 

On this bill a good deal of debate took place, as 
well on its details, to which amendments were 
offered, as on its constitutionality and expediency. 
Messrs. BarsBour and SourTsarp were the prin- 
cipal supporters of the bill; Mr. Smirn, of South 
Carolina, opposed it altogether ; and Messrs. Ea- 
Ton, Miius, Barron, and Jounson, of Kentucky, 
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entered principally into the discussion of ques. 
tions of detail. 

Amongst the amendments agreed to, was one 
offered by Mr. Sourwarp, exempting from execy. 
tion the necessary beds, bedding, wearing apparel, 
and one cow, of the debtor; and this was ey. 
tended, on the motion of Mr. MILs, to exem t, 
also, the tools and implements of trade of the 
debtor. 

Amongst the amendments offered to the bil} 
was the following, by Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, 
which he earasany supported : 

“And in no case, arising under this act, shall any 
person whatever be subject to arrest upon mesne pro- 
cess, or to any execution against the body, after ren- 
dering the judgment.” 

Before the question was taken cn this amend- 
ment, a motion was made to adjourn; and the 
Senate adjourned. 





Monpay, February 24. 


The Presipent communicated the credentials 
of Joun Tay.or, appointed a Senator by the Le- 
gislature of the State of Virginia, for the term of 
six years, commencing on the fourth day of March 
next; and also, the credentials of Nenpmian R. 
Knicut, appointed a Senator by the Legislature 
of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, for the same term of six years ; which 
were severally read, and laid on file. 

Mr. WixuiaMs, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Captain 
Richard Hightower,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Louis- 
iana, in relation toa mail route, proposed from 
Washington to New Orleans; which was read; 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“ An act extending the time for issuing and loca- 
ting military land warrants to officers and soldiers 
of the Revolutionary war,” reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. Barton submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to procure, and lay before the Senate, at 
the next session of Congress, the originals or copies 
of all the contracts for ‘surveying the public lands, 
made by the Surveyor General of Illinois, Missouri, 
and Arkansas, since the first day of January, 1819. 

Mr. RuaaGues, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was recommitted the report of said com- 
mittee on the petition of Joseph S. McPherson, 
with additional testimony, made a report, accom- 
panied by a resolution, that the prayer of the pe- 
titioner ought not to be granted. 

Mr. Benton asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill to enable the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department to audit and settle 
the accounts of the eee of Public Lands in 
the States of Illinois and Missouri, and Territory 
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and also a bill, entitled “An act respecting stamps ;” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The two last mentioned bills were read, and 
severally passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Fectheua: of Maine, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government for the year 1823,” reported the same 
with an amendment, which was read. 

The bill entitled “An act for the discharge of 
John Burgin from imprisonment,” was read the 
second time by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill entitled “An act respecting stamps,” 
was read the second time by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the same Committee. 


JURISDICTION GF JUSTICES OF PEACE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace, within the District of Columbia, to fift 
dollars, &c.—the question being on the aot 
ment offered by Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, to 
exempt the debtor from imprisonment, for any 
sum not above twenty dollars, exclusive of costs. 

Much debate followed on this amendment; in 
the course of which, various modifications and 
substitutes were offered for it; and it was finally 
agreed to, substantially, as stated above. 

An amendment was also adopted, on motion of 
Mr. Houmgs, of Maine, exempting from imprison- 
; ment, under any process, issued by virtue of this 
Taxzor, they were laid on the table. | act, the persons of all females whatsoever, and 

The resolution directing the printing of the| all males over 70 years of age. In support of this 
Journal of Congress, from the fifth day of Sep- | amendment Mr. i. adduced the example of the 
tember, 1774, to*the third day of November, 1786, | Napoleon Code. 
was read a third time, and passed. . arious other amendments were offered, some 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | of which were agreed to and others lost. Amongst 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize | those which were unsuccessful, Was one offered 
the building a lighthouse at Cape Romain, in| by Mr. Souruarp, which proposed to strike out 
South Carolina, and placing floating lights in all of the bill allowing a jury trial before a justice 
Delaware Bay ; whereupon, Mr. Dickerson, from | of the peace, and substituting sections, providing 
the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, | that where the parties to a debt above $20, did not 
submitted, as an amendment, a new draft of a bill; | consent to waive a jury trial, then the case should 
which was read, and ordered to be printed for the | be referred to the court of the county ; this amend- 
use of the Senate, and the further consideration | ment was lost by two votes. 
thereof was postponed to, and made the order of] In the discussion of the amendment, above stat- 
the day for, to-morrow. ; ; ed, and referred to, Messrs. Barsour, SourHarp, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | Mitts, Eaton, Lioyp, of Maryland, Ta.sor 
engrossed bill to amend an act, entitled “An act| Jounson, of Kentucky, Macon, Morrit, cial 
for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the | Lanman, engaged most actively. 

Territory of Florida,” approved the 8th of May,} In the end, the bill was ordered to be read a third 
1822,; and the bill was read a third time, and time, as amended. 


passed. 
A message from the House of Representatives CASE OF DIVORCE. 
The Senate then took up the bill to divorce 


informed the Senate that the House concur with 
the Senate in the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 8th, 10th, | John Wheelwright, of Alexandria, and Caroline 
1ith, 12th, 13th, 15th, 17th, and 18th, and disagree | Eliza Wheelwright his wife. 

Mr. W. petitions fora divorce, on the ground 


to the 6th, 7th, 9th, 14th, and i6th of their amend- 
ments to the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary | of the insanity of his wife, at the time of his mar- 
riage, (though then to him unknown); of the in- 


to, and to amend, an act, entitled ‘ An act to reg- 
crease of the malady until it became entirely set- 


ulate the collection of duties on imports and ton- 
nage,’ passed 2d March, 1799, and for other pur-|tled and confirmed; of its having now continued 
for several years, and the belief, (in which he has 


poses.” They have passed a bill entitled “An act for 
the discharge of John Burgin from imprisonment ;” | the opinion of the physicians in whose care she 


of Arkansas, for extra clerk hire in his office ; and 
the bill was twice read by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Macon, from the Committee on the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate, to which was re- 
ferred the resolution requiring from the Secretary 
of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, an annual statement of the expenditures 
from the contingent fund of the two Houses, re- 

rted the same without amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of George Gatty, were discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Finance, to which 
was referred the memorial of Lewis A. Petray 
and Just Viel; and, on motion, by Mr. Sirus, 
of South Carolina, it was laid on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Van Dyxe, the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the reso- 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, 
instructing their Senators and requesting their 
Representatives in Congress, in relation to the 
lands reserved for schools in that State, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

The resolution to pay Gales & Seaton for 
certain copies of the Messages of the President of 
the United States, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motions of the 20th instant, for the election of the 
several officers of the Senate; and, the first mo- 
tion having been amended, on motion, by Mr. 
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= been long placed,) that the insanity is incur- 
<abie. 

A long and feeling debate took place on this 
‘bill—chiefly on these points: Whether the insan- 
ity actually existed at the time of marriage, so as 
to render the contract void; whether an affliction 
of this character ought to dissolve the marriage 
contract ; whether, if it was entitled to relief, the 
‘tribunal appointed for the purpose of granting such 
relief in the State of Massachusetts, (where the 
marriage was contracted) was not the proper place 
for the petitioner to seek it; whether it was right 
for Congress to grant divorces atall, (it has never 
yet granted ey, &c. It was agreed, on all hands, 
the facts being generally admitted, that it was a 
ease of great hardship. Messrs. Bargour and 
Sourwarp advocated the bill with much earnest- 
ness. It was opposed by Messrs. Kine, of New 
‘York, Benton, Riese otmes, of Maine, and 
‘Cuanpier. Mr. Lvioyp, of Massachusetts, with- 
out taking sides on the bill, spoke in corroboration 
of the facts set forth by the petitioner, and as to 
the great respectability of the connexions of the | 
lady residing in Boston. 

he question being taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time, it was de- 
cided in the negative by yeas and nays, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, D’ Wolf, Dicker- | 
son, Eaton, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of Loui- | 
siana, Kelly, Knight, Lanman, Noble, Parrott, South- | 
ard, Talbot, Taylor of Indiana, and Williams of Ten- 
nessee— 16. 

Nars—Messrs. Benton, Boardman, Brown of Ohio, 
Chandler, Elliott, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes of Maine, | 
Holmes of Mississippi, King of Alabama, King of | 
New York, Lloyd of Maryland, Lloyd of Massachu- | 
setts, Macon, Mills, Morril, Palmer, Seymour, Smith | 
of South Carolina, Stokes, Taylor of Virginia, | 
Thomas, Van Buren, Van Dyke, Ware, and Wil- | 
liams of Mississippi—26. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill (reported by the Committee of Claims, | 
according to instructions) for the relief of Colonel 
James Morrison, was, at the motion of Mr. Joun- | 


son, of Kentucky, taken up; and, having been | 
considered in Committee of the Whole, was or- | 
dered to a third reading. 





Tuespay, February 25. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate, a com- | 
munication from R. R. Henry, relative to mal- 
practices in office of Archibald Clark, collector of 
the port of St. Mary’s, in Georgia; which was 
read, and referred to the President of the United 
States. 

On motion, by Mr. Barzour, the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 
resolution of the Senate, in relation to the terri- 
tories of the United States, on the Northwest 
Coast of America, was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof. 

Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
Nimrod Farrow, Richard Harris, and their secur- 
ities, reported the same, with amendments ; which 
were read. 
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On motion, by Mr. Houmes, of Maine, the 
Committee on Tissues, to which was referred 
the memorial of the President and Directors of 
the Bank of the United States; the memorial of 
Thomas Napier, and others, merchants, of Charles. 
ton; and, also, the resolution of the Legislature 
of Alabama, instructing their Senators and fe. 
questing their Representatives to endeavor to pro- 
cure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage 
duty on all vessels coming into the ports of Mo.- 
bile and Blakely, were discharged fom the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, respectively. 

On motion, by Mr. Dickerson, the Committee 
on Commerce and Manufactures, to which was 
referred the petition of Watson Atkinson ; the 
memorial of the Pennsylvania Society for the 
Encouragement of Domestic Manufactures ; the 
memorial of Henry Huber, and others, manufac- 
turers of bridle bits, &c.; and, also, the memorial 
of Daniel Dunham, praying that certain privi- 
leges may be conferred on the steamship Robert 
Fulton, were discharged from the further consid- 
eration thereof, respectively. 

Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to which was referred 
the petition of sundry merchants, and others, of 
the collection district of Richmond, in the State 
of Virginia, praying that a marine hospital may 
be esta lished in that district, made a report, ac- 
companied by a resolution, that the prayer of the 
petitioners ought not to be granted. 

The Committee of Claims, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Charles Wilkins, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion by Mr. Brown, of Ohio, the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of the president and directors 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Com- 
pany; the resolution of the Senate in relation to 
the stock of the Company making a Canal from 
the Delaware river to the Rariton; the resolution 
of the Senate in relation to stock in any company 
which has been incorporated within the United 
States for the improvement of internal commerce 
and navigation; and, also, the report of the com- 
missioners appointed by the States of —— 
and Virginia, to examine the affairs of the Poto- 
mac Vompeny, and to survey the Potomac river, 
were discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, respectively. 

Mr. Van Dykes, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to enable 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
Department to audit and settle the accounts of the 
Surveyor of Public Lands, in the States of Illi- 
nois and}Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas, for 
extra clerk hire in his office, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1823,” 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Van Buren presented the petition of Daniel 
Brown, praying the passage of a law authorizing 
the equitable settlement of his accounts. The 
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e, the ition was read, and referred to the Committee | purposes,” disagreed to by the House of Repre- 
ferred of Claims. : sentatives. Whereupon, the Senate receded from 
Ors of The Senate resumed the consideration of the| the said amendments. 
‘lal of rt of the Committee of Claims, to which was} The following Message was received from the 
arles- recommitted the report of said committee on the | PresipenT oF THE UniTEp Srarss, and read}: 
lature petition of Joseph S. McPherson, with additional | 7» ¢he Congress of the United States : 
d te. testimony; and, in concurrence therewith, re-| | transmit to Congress the general returns of the mi- 
) pro- solved that the prayer of the petitioner ought not | jitig of the several States and Territories, for the year 
nage to be granted. ’ ; 1823, with an account of the arms, accoutrements, 
Mo- The Senate resumed the consideration of the| ammunition, ordnance, &c., belonging to each, as far 
e fur. motion of the 24th instant, for requesting infor-| as the returns have been received, in compliance with 
mation in relation to the contracts for SS aet the provisions of the act of 1803. 
littee the public lands of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkan- JAMES MONROE. 
Was sas, since the first day of January, 1819; and| Fersrvarry 25, 1823. 
; the agreed thereto. ; The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
~ the A message from the House of Representatives | ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
; the informed the Senate that the House have passed | entitled “An act for the relief of Samuel F'. Hook- 
ifac- the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled er,” and concurred therein. 
orial “An act for the relief of Samuel F. Hooker,”| ‘The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
rivi- with an amendment, in which they request the | ty extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace 
bert concurrence of the Senate. They have passed a| jn the recovery of debts in the District of Colum- 
sid- bill, entitled “An act making further appropria-| bia,” having been reported by the Committee cor- 
tions for the military service of the United States rectly engrossed, the bill was read the third time 
om- for the year 1823;” a bill, entitled “An act to| as amended, and passed. 
rred abolish the office of measurer ;” a bill, entitled| The bill for the relief of James Morrison was 
» of “An act altering the time of holding the Circuit | pead a third time, and passed. 
tate Court in the District of Maine and New Hamp-| My, Noste, from the Committee on Pensions, 
nay shire ;” and, also, a bill, entitled “An act for the|Jaid before the Senate certain documents from 
ac- relief of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris ;” | the War Department, in relation to Revolution- 
the in which bills they request the concurrence of the ary pensioners; which were read, and ordered to 
Senate. be printed for the use of the Senate. 
re- The four bills last mentioned were read, and The Senate took up the bill authorizing the 
dis- mr. assed to the second reading. President of the United States to employ an en- 
; The bill entitled “An act making further ap-| gineer to examine and select the most suitable site 
ym- So. ag for the military service of the United | f; a National Armory on the Western waters, 
re- tates for the year 1823,” was read the second | ang appro riating $25,000 for the purchase of 
ors time, by unanimous consent, and referred to the | sych site, Ea 
ae Committee on Finance. ‘ No objection being made to this bill, the ques- 
to The bill entitled “An act to abolish the office | tion was taken on ordering it to be engrossed for a 
fn of measurer” was read the second time, by unani- | third reading, and was carried, with only two or 
on mous consent, and referred to the Committee on | three dissenting voices. 
ny Finance. : The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
ed The bill entitled “An act altering the time of| the bill to authorize the building of certain light- 
ce holding the circuit court of the district of Maine | houses, and the substitute reported thereto by Mr. 
= and New Hampshire” was read the second time, | Dickerson, from the Committee of Commerce 


nd by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com-| ang Manufactures. 

- mittee on the Judiciary. ; ' The substitute embraced a considerable number 
pr, The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Nim- | of lighthouses, in addition to those proposed by 
= rod Farrow and Richard Harris” was read the | the original bill, and in discussing the questions 
second time, by unanimous consent, and referred | they severally presented, near an hour was occu- 
” to the Committee of Claims. pied; in the end, the details of the bill were got 
le Mr. Smita, of South Carolina, from the Com-| through, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
y mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the | 5: 4 third reading. 


bill, entitled “‘An act for the relief of John B. 
Hogan,” reported the same without amendment. 
Mr. Van Dyke presented a remonstrance, signed 


LOUISIANA LAND TITLES. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


e by a number of the inhabitants of Alexandria, | Whole, the consideration of the bill to enable the 
against the bill to extend the jurisdiction of jus- | holders of French, British, and Spanish titles to 
tices of the peace in the recovery of debts in the | land, within the State of Louisiana, which have 
d District of Columbia; which was read, and laid | not been recognised as valid by the Government 
y on the table. of the United States, to institute proceedings to 
The Senate proceeded to consider their amend-| try the validity thereof, and for other purposes; 
ment to the bill, entitled “An act supplementary | together with the amendments reported thereto by 
to and to amend an act, entitled ‘An act to regu- | the Committee on Public Lands. 
ulate the collection of duties on imports and ton-| Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, explained the ob- 
nage,’ passed the 2d March, 1799, and for other | jects of the bill, and urged the importance of act- 
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ing on the subject at the present session. He which was read, and referred to the Committee 
thought it was not only the duty but the interest | on Finance. iat a 
of the Government to provide for the adjustment, Mr. Smrrn, of South Carolina, from the Com. 
of the claims embraced by the bill. If they are | mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
not valid, they belong to the United States, and | the bill, entitled “An act respecting stamps;” the 
should be brought into market, which could not | bill, entitled “An act altering the time of holding 
be done until they are decided on. But he com-| the Circuit Court in the districts of Maine and 
lained of the injury done to Louisiana, by keep- | New Hampshire ;” and also the bill, entitled “Ay 


ing large claims of land waste, within the limits 

of the State. Emigration had then been checked, | 
and the prosperity of the country retarded. He 

said, when the subject was under consideration 
some days since, he had proposed to exclude from 
the operation of the bill three large claims known 
by the names of Bastrop’s, Maison Rouge’s, and 
Hipitids’s not because he had changed his opinion 
since he introduced the bill, but because he under- 
stood it to be the opinion of the Committee on 








act for the relief of Abraham Snyder;” reported 
the same, respectively, without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Commerce and Map. 
ufactures, to which was referred the petition of 
sundry merchants, and others, of the collection 
district of Richmond, in the State of Virginia, 
raying that a Marine Hospital may be estab- 
ished in that district; and on motion, by Mr. 
Bareour, it was laid on the table. 


Public Lands to whom the bill was referred, that The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
it was expedient to provide for their decision in a | Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 

te bill. But as no such bill had been since | the building a lighthouse at Cape Romain, in 
introduced for the purpose, he was now opposed South Carolina, and placing floating lights in 
to the amendment under consideration, reported | Delaware Bay, together with the amendment pro- 
by the Committee on Public Lands, which pro- | posed thereto; and, the same having been agreed 
posed to exclude these claims from the operation | to, the bill was reported to the House, amended 
of the bill. He considered it of the first import- | accordingly ; and, the amendment being con- 
ance in every point of view, that these claims | curred in, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
should be also adjusted without further delay. _—_| and read a third time. 

Upon this amendmenta discussion arose, which | The Senate took up such of their amendments 
occupied more than three hours. It was ulti- | to the bill extending the jurisdiction of justices of 
mately adopted—ayes 27, noes 10. | the peace in the District of Columbia as had been 

It appeared to be the opinion of the several | disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 
members, that the three claims alluded to, should | After some discussion, the Senate insisted on so 
not be referred to the Judiciary, but be decided | much of their amendment as exempts all women, 
on by Congress itself; though the Senate seems | and all men over seventy years, from imprison- 
to have acted on the ground that it was expedient | ment under this act, and receded from so much of 








to provide for their adjustment by a separate bill. 

he gentlemen who spoke in favor of includin 
the three large claims, named above in the bill, 
were Messrs. Jounson of Louisiana, Van Dyke, 
Brown of Louisiana, Smirx of Maryland, and 
Miits; and those who opposed it were Messrs. 
‘V'ay_or of Virginia, Van Buren, Eaton, Lan- 
MAN, Barsour, and CHANDLER. 

After considerable discussion on other details 
of the bill, and the adoption of several amend- 
ments ; and after rejecting a motion to postpone 
the bill indefinitely, the question was put on en- 
grossing the bill for a third reading, and was de- 
cided in the affirmative by yeas and nays—yeas 
28, nays 6, as follows: 


Yzras—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown of 
Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Elliott, Findlay, Gaillard, 
Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Kelly, King of Alabama, King of New 
York, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Macon, Mills, Noble, 
Palmer, Seymour, Smith of Maryland, Stokes, Taylor 
of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Van Buren, 
Van Dyke, and Williams of Mississippi. 

Naxs—Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, Dickerson, 
Lanman, Morril, and Smith of South Carolina. 





Wepnespay, February 26. 


The Presipenr communicated a letter from 
E. Causici, in relation to a model for a clock; 


the said amendment as exempts other persons from 
> -meacosmee for sums not exceeding twenty dol- 
ars. 

The bill to enable the holders of French, British, 
and Spanish titles to land within the State of 
Louisiana, which have not been recognised as 
valid by the Government of the United States, to 
institute proceedings to try the validity thereof, 
and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bill to establish a national armory on the 
Western waters was read a third time; and, the 
bill having been amended by unanimous consent, 
it was passed. 

Mr. Parrorrt, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill entitled 
“ An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Navy of the United States, for the year 1823,” 
reported the same, with amendments ; which were 
read; and, on his motion, the bill, together with 
the amendments, were taken up and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Situ, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
lay before the Senate, during the present session, the 
number of officers and soldiers disabled-in the service 
of the United States, in the late war, who have been 
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= on the pension list since the last session of 
ngress, together with their names, the State to 
which each one belongs, the amount of each pension, 
at what office paid, at what time each application was 
accepted at the Department, or if any are carried back 
beyond the time of accepting their application, and 
how far, and whether they are of total or partial dis- 
ability, and how the disability was ascertained. 

Agmenbiy to the notice which he gave yester- 
day, Mr. Houmgs, of Maine, moved that the 
Senate now proceed to the election of a Printer, 
for the Senate, for the next Congress. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot, and 
the following was the result: 

For Gales & Seaton - - - - - 40 votes. 

For other persons - - - - - - 3 votes. 

Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, reported a bill 
for the relief of Anne Dubord; which was twice 
read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the first amendment of the Senate to the bill, en- 
titled “An act to extend the jurisdiction of jus- 
tices of the peace, in the recovery of debts, in the 
District of Columbia,” and agree to the residue 
of the saidamendments. They have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for cer- 
tain fortifications of the United States, for the 
year 1823, and for other purposes ;” a bill, entitled 
“ An act further to prolong the continuance of the 
Mint at Philadelphia ;” a bill, entitled “ An act to 
continue in force an act, entitled ‘An act regula- 
ting the currency within the United States, of the 

ld coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and 

pain, and the crowns of France, and five franc 

ieces,’ passed on the 29th day of April, 1816, so 
ar as the same relates to the crowns of France, 
and five franc pieces;” a bill, entitled “An act 
making the gold coins of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, and Spain, receivable in payments on 
account of public lands ;” a bill, entitled “ An act 
for carrying into effect the Convention of Naviga- 
tion and Commerce between the United States 
and France, concluded at Washington, on the 
24th day of June, 1822 ;” a bill, entitled “An act 
to amend the ordinance, and acts of Congress, for 
the government of the Territory of Michigan, and 
for other purposes ;” a bill, entitled “An act re- 
apcting the punishment of piracy ;” a bill, enti- 

ed “ An act further to extend the provisions of 
the act entitled ‘ An act supplementary to an act 
entitled an act for the relief of the purchasers of 
the public lands prior to the first of July, 1820; ” 
and, also, a resolution concerning the Indians in 
the Territory of Florida; in which bills and re- 
solution they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. The eight bills and resolution last mentioned 
were read, and severally passed to the second 
reading. 

_ The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for certain fortifications of the United States, 
for the year 1823, and for other purposes ;” the 
bill, entitled “ An act further to prolong the con- 
tinuance of the mint at Philadelphia ;” the bill, 
entitled “ An act to continue in force an act en- 
titled ‘ An act regulating the currency within the 
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United States of the gold coins of Great Britain, 


France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of 
France, and five franc pieces,’ passed on the 29th 
day of April, 1816, so far as the same relates to 
the crowns of France, and five franc pieces ;” 
and, also, the bill, entitled “An act making the 
gold coins of Great Britain, France, rom 
and Spain, receivable in payments on account o 

public lands;” were severally read the second 
time by unanimous consent, and respectively re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act for carrying into 
effect the Convention of Navigation and Com- 
merce between the United States and France, 
concluded at Washington, on the 24th day of 
June, 1822,” was read the second time by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The bill, entitled “ An act further to extend the 
provisions of the act entitled ‘ An act supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled an act for the relief of the 
ee of the public lands prior to the Ist of 

uly, 1820,’” was read the second time by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to amend the ordi- 
nance and acts of Congress for the government of 
the Territory of Michigan, and for other purpo- 
ses ;” and, also, the bill, entitled “ An act respect- 
ing the punishment of piracy ;” were severally 
read the second time by unanimous consent, and 
respectively referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

The resolution concerning the Indians in the 
Territory of Florida, was read the second time, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, the Senate resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill to authorize the recorder of land titles 
in the State of Missouri to examine into the num- 
ber and state of the unconfirmed French and 
Spanish land claims in the State of Missouri, and 
to report the same to the Congress at their next 
session ; and the same having been amended, it 
was reported to the House accordingly ; and, the 
amendment being concurred in, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the House of Representatives, supple- 
mentary to the acts providing pensions for Revo- 
lutionary services. 

[This bill provides, principally, that the Secre- 
tary of War shall restore to the list of pensioners 
the name of any person who may have been, or 
hereafter shall be, stricken therefrom, in pursuance 
of the act of Congress of the 1st day of May, 1820, 
if such person, so stricken from the list of pen- 
sioners, has heretofore furnished, or hereafter shall 
furnish, evidence, in pursuance of the provisions 
of said act, to satisfy the Secretary of War that 
he is in such indigent circumstances, as to be 
unable to support himself without the assistance 
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of his country. The third section provides that | at which the ee of those hereafter placed 
ovisions granted upon other and different sche- | on the list shall commence. And the fourth sec. 
i. than those heretofore exhibited by the same | tion, from and after the 4th of September next, 
applicants, shall commence from the time such | reduces all pensions under the acts aforesaid, 
schedules shall be filed in court. In addition to | twenty per cent. My object was, in the vote 
these provisions, a clause has been — in the | heretofore given, to relieve the Treasury from 
Senate, reducing twenty per cent. all pensions | part of the enormous burden of the Revolutionary 
which have heretofore, or may hereafter be, al-| pension list, already swelled to upwards of $1. 
lowed.] 000,000 ; and I voted against the bill, under the 
On motion of Mr. Keuty, the third section was | belief that my object would be effected. I was 
stricken out, and a substitute adopted, providing | not as well satisfied at the time, as I would wish 
that no pension hereafter allowed under this act | to be, when voting upon all subjects of such im- 
on claims heretofore filed, shall commence prior | portance. 
to the passage of this act; and that all other pen-| Although the subject may have been, and per- 
sions hereafter allowed shall commence from the | haps was, well elucidated in the former debate, 
time of completing the proof. yet I had not time to make calculations for my- 
Mr. Keuty offered another amendment pro-| self; and, amidst the conflict of opinions, then 
posing to equalize the pensions of the officers and | advanced, I am_ now satisfied that I came to an 
privates, after the 4th of September next ; but this | erroneous conclusion. It was urged on one hand, 
proposition was negatived. _| that, to pass the bill would open an additional 
On these amendments, and on the merits of | drain upon the Treasury for two or three hundred 
the bill itself, much debate took place, in which | thousand dollars; and, on the other, it was con- 
Messrs. Keviy, Smiru of Maryland, Taywor of | tended, that it would save that much, or more, 
Virginia, Van Buren, Macon,and Nos ze, largely | annually. To ascertain which of these opinions 
participated. is correct, it is necessary to examine the provis- 
Mr. Ke ty, of Alabama, said that, having here- | ions of the present bill with some care. 
tofore moved the reconsideration of this bill, he | Whocan be placed on the pension list by it 
considered it a duty to the nation, the Senate, and | that could not echevwide geton? The answer to 
himself, to explain the grounds upon which he | this question is obvious and easy. The 2,328 who 
had acted, and the reasons by which he was now | have returned schedules, and been stricken from 
governed. When this bill was called up for con- | the list, may get replaced. I think it a fair pre- 
sideration in the Senate, said Mr. K., I had not | sumption, that a greater proportion of that class 
examined its particular provisions, nor had I ex- | will succeed in getting replaced than any other 
amined the acts of 1818 and 1820, on the subject | description of applicants. Admit, for argument, 
of Revolutionary pensions. The act of 1818 gave that the whole number will be re 
a pension of eight dollarsa month to soldiers, and | will require something upwards of $200,000 to 
twenty to officers, in the continental line, who | pay them. This sum, then, is the greatest possi- 
had served nine months during the war of the ble expenditure that can be incurred by the pas- 
Revolution, and were in such reduced circum- | sage of the bill in question. 
stances as to need the aid of their country. how will the case stand in the event of rejec- 
Under this law, twenty-nine thousand nine | tion? In the first place the 4,221, who were on 
hundred and eighty-seven persons applied for pen- | the list, and have not yet returned schedules un- 
sons; and, of that number, eighteen thousand 


C der the act of 1820, may do so at any time they 
eight hundred and seventy-eight were successful. | choose, as they are daily and patriotically becom- 
In 1820, apprehending that frauds had been com- | ing poor enough to pass muster; and whenever 


mitted, all pensions granted under the act of 1818 | their poverty is established secundwm artem, the 
were suspended until schedules of the property of | law is inexorable, and the Secretary must replace 
each pensioner should be taken and returned to | them on the list; and, in that event, they draw 
the War Department. their pension back to 1820, the date of their last 

On the return of the schedule, the Secretary of | payment. There are also the 11,109 rejected ap- 
War was directed to continue such as, in his opin- | plicants under the law of 1818. They may also 
ion, were entitled to the benefits of the act of 1818, lessee poor enough to succeed ; and, if so, their 
and strike from the list such as were not. Under | pension will commence from the time of filing 
this act twelve thousand five hundred and twenty- | their affidavit in court—in many cases, as’ far 
nine were continued, and two thousand three hun- | back as 1818, and in all prior to 1820. These 
dred and twenty-eight, who returned schedules, | two classes amount to 15,430. Will they con- 
were stricken ices the list, because they had | tinue their efforts? The nature of man forbids 
too much property, and four thousand two hun- | the idea of their idleness in worming themselves 
dred and twenty-one have not yet returned sche- | into the Treasury. The temptation of receiving 
dules. The first section of the present bill re- | several hundred dollars at one time is too strong 
quires the Secretary to re-examine the cases of | to be resisted. Property will disappear in a thou- 
those stricken from the list, and if now found to | sand honest ways, and poverty will be achieved 
be sufficiently poor, to replace them on the pen- | when so great a reward awaits it. How many of 
sion list. The second section relates to the mode | these 15,330 will reappear, it is impossible to say ; 
of making proof, where the applicant is unable to | but it is surely a safe calculation to suppose, that 
attend court. The third section regulates the time | at least as many of that number will get on the 
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list as there will of the 2,529 provided for by the | by reducing the officers to the sum allowed to the 
nt bill; and if so, it is obvious that, as the | soldiers. 

ease now stands, it will require at least three | It is said, however, that the faith of the Gov- 

times the sum to pay them, as they will be enti- | ernment is ron upon this subject, and thata 

tled to three years’ pension whenever replaced on | reduction of the sum promised involves its viola- 

the list. tion. I am not of that opinion. 

It never could have been the intention of the; I admit, in its full and fair extent, the obligation 
act of 1818 to place so much money in the hands of the Government to respect, under all circum- 
of the pensioner at one time. The present bill | stances, the rights of property in the citizen. It 
guards against that result, and I consider it of | isupon that basis that free Government is erected. 
great importance to the country to legislate on | It is the criterion by which itis distinguished from 
that subject. In a fiscal point of view, thereby | despotism; but, while I admit this principle, and 
cutting off these back pensions, a sum will be | acknowledge its influence, I feel bound to examine 
saved to the Treasury more than sufficient to pay | with care the case on which it is to operate. 
so many as may get on the list by the provisions| By the rules of the civil law, the fairness and 
of this bill. deliberation with which the assent was given, 

I believe, Mr. President, that the third section | constituted the essence of the obligation. Try the 
of the bill does not express the sense of the Sen- | case by this rule: 
ate in relation to back pensions. If] amnotmis-| In 18i8 the Treasury was full, and the nation, 


taken, the Senate intended to destroy their retro- | like a generous spendthrift, sought objects of mu- 
active quality in all cases. As that section now | nificence. It was thought the few remaining 
stands, such pensions as may be allowed on sched- | heroes of the Revolution could be rendered com- 
ules already filed, will not be covered by its lan- | fortable in the evening of life, by applying at the 
uage, and of course such cases will be regulated | utmost four hundred thousand dollars per annum 
byt e former laws on the subject. I wish myself | of the public money; and those who passed the 
to prevent the retroaction in all cases, and shall | law of 1818, had no idea that more than that sum 
therefore propose a substitute for that section be- | would be required. 
fore the vote is taken on the passage of the bill. | They deliberately promised to go that far, but 
I wish to modify the bill in other respects, and | unfortunately used general and unguarded terms, 
make a further reduction of the amount of pen- | which, by sad experience, has been found to require 
sions, being well convinced that the sum allowed | an expenditure of almost five times the sum ex- 
is too large, even when reduced twenty per cent., | pected to be sufficient for all the purposes of the 
and, if the rules of the Senate will admit, I would | act. Can it be said the nation deliberately and 
propose a substitute for the amendment adopted fairly promised to appropriate one million eight 
the other day in relation to the reduction of 20 | sens a thousand per annum? Did such an idea 
r cent., reducing the soldiers still lower, and re- | enter the minds of those who passed the law? It 
ucing the officers to the same sum allowed the | cannot be believed fora moment. The clear mis- 
soldier. (Here the President informed Mr. Kelly | take as to the number of pensioners destroys the 
that it was too late to move a reconsideration of | fairness of the promise, and strips the transaction 
the vote on the amendment, as more than three | of that sacred character which had been given to 
days had elapsed.] | it in argument. By the common law, the con- 
As I am precluded by the rules of correct legis- | sideration upon which a promise is founded is 
lation, said Mr. K., from approaching my object ! essential to its validity. 
in that way, I must abandon a further reduction! What is the consideration here? Not the pay 
as to the soldiers, and move an additional section | they earned during the war that had either been 
to the bill in relation to the officers. The differ- | received, or the claim for it existed against the 
ence made between them in the act of 1818, is | Government in the form of a specific debt, and 
unjust itself, and destitute of any rational founda- | would have been so paid, if such had been the 
tion. I grant, while in service, and for time after- | case. The truth is, there is no consideration; it 
wards, there is a difference that ought to be ob- | originally was, and yet is, a mere gratuity on the 
served ; but, after mingling with the world for | part of the Government, and, unless some rule can 
forty years, every trace of difference must be oblit- | be found which will bind the Government, when 
erated, and entirely destroyed. Have not some of | an individual would not be bound by a promise 
the officers degraded themselves, by intemperance | made under similar circumstances, there is no 
and other vices? And have not many of the sol- | ground for charging the Government with a breach 
diers attained the highest honors and distinctions | of faith in reducing the pensions so unguardedly 
of their country ? here, then, is the ground of | and unfortunately promised. 
distinction? ‘There is none in the character or| It will not be pretended that an individual would 
merit of the parties, and there should be none in | net be at liberty to withhold or reduce these pen- 
the bounty of the Government. If reduced to | sions, if he had promised to pay them instead of 
want, the sane sum will spread a frugal repast | the Government. The known maxim—“ ez nudo 
for an officer that will for a soldier. pacto non oritur actio’—would protect him, and 
No difference should have been made originally, give him the control of the subject, until the money 
and, notwithstanding it has been done by a former | was paid—when paid, the right to hold it would 
Congress, I not only feel authorized, but bound, | be complete, and not till then. A voluntary gift, 
by the strong dictate of duty, to urge its abolition, ' if delivered, is good; but, if not delivered, may be 
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revoked. The contract, if it may be so called, is | lam clearly-then in favor of anaes: this item 
not binding until it is executed by delivery of the | of publicexpenditure. Willthepresent bill achieve 
sum promised. Suppose the act of 1818 had given, | my object? Two thousand three hundred an 
or rather promised, a million of dollars to each | twenty-eight may, by its operation, get on the list, 
pensioner, will any one pretend that the nation, | who could not otherwise succeed. If they do, ij 
at the expense of irredeemable beggary, would be | will require about $250,252 per annum, to pay 
bound to fulfil such a promise? Could public | them. I think it within the limits of moderation 
faith be pressed into service in such a case? Could | to suppose, that at least as many of the 15,330 wil} 
it be said that the President should be mustered | succeed in getting on under the ~~ law; and 
out of service, the temple of justice closed, and | if so, by cutting off their years of back pensions, 
the hall of legislation abandoned? Should all | there will be three times the amount saved, on that 
the institutions of the country be sacrificed, for | score, as will be expended on the other. If my 
fear of being charged with a violation of public | proposition, to reduce the officers to a level with 
faith? In such a case-there can be but one opinion. | the soldiers, shall prevail, there will be a further 
The recuperative energies of the nation should be | saving of upwards of $25,000. And while upon 
manifested in revoking the rash promise. This | this part of the mis beg the Senate to remem- 
may, he said, be reasoning from an extreme case. | ber, that, at the close of the war, the officers re- 
Still, the case supposed, and that under considera- | ceived five years’ full pay from the Government. 
tion, are sapeiel in all their principles. They, Independent, then, of the reduction of twenty 
differ only in the extent of enormity. In the one | per cent. upon all pensions under consideration, | 
case the revenue would be entirely diverted from | think it is clear, that more would be saved than 
its legitimate destination; and in the other, it | expended by passing the present law. But suppose 
would be so far crippled as to compel the nation | 1 am mistaken in all this—that all the expenditure, 
to borrow the means of living in time of peace. | and none of the saving will ensue, still it is obvi- 
Can such a state of things be sustained? Can | ous, that the reduction of twenty per cent. will ef. 
this nation borrow the means of support, and con- | fect a saving of a great deal more than the expen- 
tinue to exist ? | diture required by the bill. I deem it unnecessary 
Upon the whole, Mr. President, I am well satis- | to trouble the Senate with a particular estimate 
fied that the pensions in question may be reduced, | on this subject. The result is too palpable to be 
without impugning or impairing public faith. The | overlooked. To effect these savings to the Trea- 
next question relates to the policy of the measure: | sury, 1 am willing to give those who have been 
Upon this part of the case, it cannot be said that | stricken off, under the act of 1820, an opportunity 
. Congress intended to do more by the act of 1818, | to be relieved and replaced on the list. I am the 
than to furnish the objects of their bounty with a | less opposed to this feature of the bill, because it is 
frugal supply of the table. Money was more | said to cover the most meritorious class of pension- 
abundant then than at any other period of our his- | ers. It covers, as it is said, the frugal, the temper- 
tory, and the price of living proportionably high. | ate, and the industrious, who had saved their 
The sum allowed was graduated by the folly and | receipts, and converted them into property—the 
extravagance of the times, and although Congress | schedule of which, when returned, excluded them 
have mentioned a given number of dollars, still I | from the further bounty of the country ; while the 
think it obvious, that they intended only to give the | sons of Bacchus, who swallowed their bounty as 
means of a comfortable and frugal support; so far | fast as it was received, were poor enough to retain 
from impugning public faith, it will be carrying | their places on the list. This account is probable 
the real intention of the law into fair and vigorous | in itself, and I am not inclined to question its cor- 
execution, to allow as much money now as would | rectness. 
procure, at the present reduced price of living, as| Well satisfied, Mr. President, that my former 
comfortable a support as the sum allowed in 1818 | vote was erroneous, I avail myself of the opportu- 
would then command. nity now offered to correct that error, by giving a 
The soldier can have no well-founded cause of different one. I wish, however, to make the bill 
complaint in adopting this course. I feel con-| more acceptable, by reducing the sum allowed to 
vinced that he would be satisfied with it. officers, and therefore move the adoption of an 
I do not hesitate to avow that I am opposed to | amendment to that effect. 
the policy in which the act of 1818 originated.| The question being taken on ordering the bill, 
The avowed object of the law was to enlarge the | as amended, to be read a third time, was decided 
circle of human happiness. My observation on | jn the affirmative, as follows: F 
nent Selman aniny aus the — Yras—Messrs. Barton, Boardman, Chandler, Dick- 
aeties tie A ‘buti F public” or can be re- | erson, D’Wolf, Findlay, Holmes of Maine, Johnson 
d by the distribution of public money. I en- | of Kentucky, Kelly, King of New York, Knight, Lan- 
tertain the fullest conviction, that, on the contrary, | man, Mills, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, 
human vices have been cultivated, and human | smith of Maryland, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, ‘Thomas, 
misery extended, by the law in question; and that | and Van Buren—24. 
the same consequences will follow every visionary Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of Louis- 














attempt of the kind—that the retailer and tapster | jana, Brown of Ohio, Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, Holmes 
have enjoyed the benefits of the law, and the im- | of Mississippi, Johnson of Louisiana, King of Alabama, 
mediate objects of its bounty have become more | Lloyd of Maryland, Lloyd of Massachusetts, Macon, 
vicious and miserable than they were at its passage. | Noble, Smith of South Carolina, Taylor of Indiana, 
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Tontes of Virginia, Ware, Williams of Mississippi, | plained. It is expected that our commercial inter- 


Williams of T’ennessee—20. 
In Executive Session. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unitep States: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


By a resolution of the 27th of December last, the 
President of the United States was requested to com- 
municate to the Senate, such information as he might 

, respecting the political state of the Island of 
St. Domingo; whether the government thereof was 
claimed by any European nation, what our commer- 
cial relations with the government of the island were, 
and whether any further commercial relations with 
that government would be consistent with the interest 
and safety of the United States. 

From the import of the resolution, it is inferred that 
the Senate were fully aware of the delicate and inter- 
esting nature of the subject embraced by it, in all its 
branches. The call supposes something peculiar in 
the nature of the government of that island, and in the 
character of its population, to which attention is due. 
Impressed always with an anxious desire to meet every 
call of either House for information, I most willingly 
comply in this instance, and with a view to the parti- 
calar circumstances alluded to. 

In adverting to the political state of St. Domingo, I 
have to observe, that the whole island is now united 
under one government, under a constitution which 
retains the sovereignty in the hands of the people of 
color, and with provisions which prohibit the employ- 
ment in the government, of all white persons who have 
emigrated there since 1816, or who may hereafter 
emigrate there; and which prohibit, also, the acquisi- 
tion, by such persons, of the right of citizenship, or to 
real estate in the island. In the exercise of this sov- 
ereignty, the government has not been molested by 
any European Power. No invasion of the island has 
been made, or attempted, by any Power. It is, how- 
ever, understood, that the relations between the Gov- 
ernment of France and the island have not been ad- 
justed, that its independence has not been recognised 
by France, nor has peace been formally established 
between the parties. 

The establishment of a government of a people of 
color in the island, on the principles above stated, 
evinces, distinctly, the idea of a separate interest, and 
a distrust of other nations. Had that jealousy been 
confined to the inhabitants of the parent country, it 
would have been less an object of attention. But, by 
extending it to the inhabitants of other countries, with 
whom no difference ever existed, the policy assumes a 
character which does not admit of a like explanation. 
To what extent that spirit may be indulged, or to 
what purposes applied, our experience has yet been 
too limited to enable us to form a just estimate. These 
are inquiries more peculiarly interesting to the neigh- 
boring islands. They, nevertheless, deserve the atten- 
tion of the United States. 

Between the United States and the island a com- 
mercial intercourse exists, and will continue to be the 
object of this Government to promote it. Our commerce 
there has been subjected to higher duties than have 
been imposed on like articles from some other na- 
tions. It has, nevertheless, been extensive ; proceed- 
ing from the wants of the respective parties, and the 
enterprise of our citizens. Of this discrimination to 
our injury, we had a right to complain, and have com- 


course with the island will be placed on the footing of 
the most favored nation. No preference is sought in 
our favor, nor ought any to be given to others. Re- 
garding the high interest of our happy Union, and 
looking to every circumstance which may, by any pos- 
sibility, affect the tranquillity of any part, however 
remotely, and guarding against such injury, by suit- 
able precautions, it is the duty of this Government to 
promote, by all the means in its power, and by a fair 
and honorable policy, the best interest of every other 
part, and thereby of the whole. Feeling, profoundly, 
the force of this obligation, I shall continue to exert, 
with unwearied zeal, my best facilities to give it 
effect. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Fresrvuary 25, 1823. 


The Message was laid on the table for consid- 
eration. 





Tuurspay, February 27. 


Mr. Wiuutams, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Charles 
Carr, of Kentucky, late paymaster to Colonel 
William Dudley’s regiment of Kentucky militia ;” 
and, also, the bill making an appropriation for the 
gradual armament of the new fortresses of the 
United States,” reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Barsour, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“ An act for carrying into effect the Convention 
of Navigation and Commerce between the United 
States and France, concluded at Washington, on 
the 24th day of June, 1822,” reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. Howumes, of Maine, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act further to prolong the continuance of 
the Mint at Philadelphia ;” the bill, entitled “An 
act making the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, and Spain,” receivable in pay- 
ment on account of public lands ;” the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to continue in force an act entitled 
‘An act regulating the currency, within the Uni- 
ted States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of 
France, and five franc pieces,’ passed on the 29th 
day of April, 1816, so far as the same relates to 
the crowns of France, and five frane pieces ;” 
and, also, the bill, entitled “ An act to abolish the 
office of measurer,” reported the same, respec- 
tively, without amendment. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was refericd the bill, entitled 
“An act making further appropriations for the 
military service of the United States, for the year 
1823,” reported the same, with amendments; 
which were read. 

Mr. Ruactes, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the relief of Henry Lee, one of the sureties of 
John Ricaud, late a paymaster in the service of 
the United States ;” the bill, entitled * An act for 





287 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 288 





SENATE. 


Proceedings. 


Fesruary, 1823, 








the relief of James Rees, of New York, one of the 
sureties of Joseph H. Rees, deceased, late assistant 
deputy paymaster general in the service of the 
United States ;” and, also, the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Polly L. Campbell, widow of 
Colonel John B. Campbell, deceased, late of the 
11th regiment of United States infantry,” re- 
ported the same, respectively, without amendment. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred the 
resolution concerning the Indians in the Territory 
of Florida, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Kina, of New York, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office be, and he is hereby, instructed and di- 
rected to prepare and lay before the Senate, at the be- 
ginning of their next session, maps of the several 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Louisiana, and of the Territories of 
Michigan, Arkansas, «nd Florida, which maps shall 
contain plats of the public land within the aforesaid 
States and Territories which, before ihe first day of 
the year 1823, had been surveyed under the authority 
of the United States, marking upon the maps, afore- 
said, the land, the Indian title to which, at the date 
aforesaid, was not extinguished ; and distinguishing, 
by colors, upon the plats aforesaid, the land granted tu 
the Army, the land sold by the United States, the land 
granted to occupants or confirmed to persons claiming 
under British, French, or Spanish titles, and, also, the 
land surveyed, as aforesaid, which, at the date afore- 
said, remained to be sold; stating likewise, the com- 
puted number of acres of each of the enumerated 
classes of land, and the number of «acres which, at the 
date aforesaid, had been surrendered to the United 
States under any law passed for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of public land ; together with a statement of 
the amount of debt, at the date aforesaid, due to the 
United States from purchasers of public land within 
the respective States and Territories aforesaid. 

Mr. LanMaN presented the memorial of Thomas 
Staniford, praying the passage of a law author- 
izing the equitable settlement of his accounts. 
The memorial was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
bill, entitled “An act to amend the ordinance and 
acts of Congress for the government of the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan, and for other purposes ;” and, 
also, the bill, entitled “An act respecting the pun- 
ishment of piracy,” reported the same, respective- 
ly, without amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to which was re- 


tion of the Senate in relation to the public moneys 
in the hands of clerks of courts, attorneys, and 
marshals ; were discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof respectively. 

The Prestpent communicated the credentials 
of Nicholas Ware, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of Georgia for the term of six years, 
commencing on the fourth - of March next; 
which were read, and laid on file. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act further to extend the provisions of the 
act, entitled ‘An act eet to an act, en- 
titled ‘An act for the relief of the purchasers: of 
the public lands prior to the first July, 1820,” re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Nimrod Farrow and Richard 
Harris,” reported the same, with an amendment, 
which was read. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 26th instant, in relation to certain 
pensioners; and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Finance, on the pe- 
tition of John Mitchell ; and in concurrence there- 
with, resolved that the prayer of the petitioner 
ought not to be granted. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States, for the year 1823,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Parrort, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, to-inorrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Parrot, it was ordered 
that the Senate will give precedence to the bills 
on the orders of the day, which have originated 
in the Senate, and will take them up in their reg- 
ular order. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to abolish im- 
prisonment for debt, together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
and, on motion by Mr. MILts, they were laid on 
the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to regulate the 
collecting of debts in the District of Columbia ; 
and, on motion by Mr. Bargour, it was laid on 

| the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


ferred the memorial of Edward DeKrafft; the} Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemental 
memorial of the Legislature of Indiana, praying | to an act, entitled “An act to authorize the ap- 
a different organization of the United States’| pointment of commissioners to lay out the road 





court for said State; the memorial of Herkimer ’ 
Sternberg, and others, praying certain amend- 
ments to the patent laws; the resolution of the 
Senate in relation to the Territory of Florida ; the 
resolution of the Senate for dividing the State of 
Alabama into two judicial districts ; the resolu- 
tion of the Senate in relation to the judiciary sys- 


therein mentioned ;” and, on motion, it was laid 
on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Don Harpin de la Gautrais ; and, 
on motion, it was laid on the table. 

The bill to authorize the Recorder of Land 





tem of the United States; and, also, the resolu-| Titles in the State of Missouri, to examine into 
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the number and state of the unconfirmed French | by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 


Spanish land claims in the State of Missouri 
= to report the same to the Congress, at their 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 
The resolution to direct the withhoiding of the 


i d the third time, and passed. | compensation of certain prize agents, was read the 


next session, was rea 


The bill to authorize the building a lighthouse | second time by unanimous consent, and referred 
at Cape Romain, in South Carolina, and placing | to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


floating lights in Delaware Bay, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act | 
supplementary to the acts to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the land and naval service of 
the Unit tates, in the Revolutionary war,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time, as amend- 
ed, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed: the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement to that part of the first amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to | 
extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, in 
the recovery of debts, in the District of Columbia,” 
on which the Senate have insisted. They concur 
in all the amendments of the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “An act supplementary to the acts to pro- | 
vide for certain persons engaged in the land and | 
naval service of the United States, in the Revo- | 
lutionary war,” except that which proposes a fourth | 
section, to which they disagree. 

They have passed a bill, entitled “An act pro-_ 
viding for the examination of the titles to land in 
that part of the State of Louisiana situated between 
the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river; a bill, en- 
titled “An act to amend ‘An act for the establish- 
ment of a Territorial government in Florida,’ and | 
for other purposes ;” a bill, entitled “An act to 
authorize and empower the Secretary of the De- 
partment of the Treasury to sell the public lots, 
and other property, belonging to the United States, 
in the District of Columbia ;” a bill, entitled “An 


act making appropriations for the public build- | 
' for the relief of the heirs of the late Captain John- 


ings ;” and, also, a resolution to direct the with- 
holding of the compensation of certain prize 
agents ; in which bills and resolution they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


The said four bills and resolution were read, | 
roads, for the purpose of tacilitating the transpor- 
tation of the mail; a bill supplementary to the 


and severally passed <9 the second reading. 
_ The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the public buildings,” was read the sec- 


ond time, by unanimous consent, and referred tu’ L f 
‘lands not heretofore offered for sale, in the 


the Committee on Finance. 

The bill, entitled “An act to amend ‘An act for 
the establishment of a Territorial government in 
Florida,’ and for other purposes,” was read the 
second time, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the ex- 


amination of the titles to land in that part of the | 


State of Louisiana situated between the Rio 
Hondo and the Sabine river, was read the second 
time, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion, the bill, entitled “An act to author- | 


ize and empower the Secretary of the Department 
of the Treasury to sell the eres lots, and other 
porets, belonging to the United States, in the 

istrict of Columbia,” was read the second time 


Mr. Sournarp, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
John S. Stiles, executor of George Stiles, deceased, 
with the accompanying documents, made a repo 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of John S. 
Stiles, executor of George Stiles, deceased. The 
report and bill were read, and the bill passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Hotes, of iain, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill, en- 
titled “An act for the discharge of John Burgin 
from imprisonment,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the resolution propos- 
ing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in relation to internal improvement; 
and, on motion, it was laid on the table. 

As this was the last day on which, by the joint 
rules of the two Houses, either House could trans- 
mit to the other any bill for concurrence— 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration, 
successively of the following bills, which were 
severally examined and discussed in Committee 
of the Whole, and were subsequently ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time to day, viz: A 
bill to continue in force an act to provide for re- 
ports of the decisions of the Supreme Court; a 
bill for the relief of Taylor Berry; a bill for the 
punishment of frauds committed on the Depart- 


ments of the Government; a resolution granting 


to the Washington Library a copy of the public 
documents, journals, laws, &c. ; a bill to commute 
the pension of Lieutenant Alfred Flournoy ; a bill 


ston Blakeley; a bill for the relief of Edward 
Evat; a bill to alter the time of holding the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States in Kentucky; a 
bill for clearing, repairing, and improving certain 


act “to designate the boundaries of districts and 
establish land offices for the disposal of the public 
tates 
of Ohio and Indiana ;” a bill extending the time 
for locating Virginia military land warrants aod 
returning surveys. 

[On this last mentioned bill considerable debate 
took place, in which the bill was zealously sup- 
novsil by Mr. Bargour, and was opposed by 
Messrs. LANMAN and RuGG_es.] 


The PresipENT communicated to the Senate 


‘the following letter from the Secretary of State: 


To the President of the Senate of the United States : 
Department oF Start, 
Washington, Feb. 27, 1823. 
Sir: I have the honor of transmitting herewith a 
supplementary return to the digest of the accounts of 


‘the manufacturing establishments, and their manu- 
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factures, which has been reported to Congress, in pur-| The amendment offered by Mr. Ta.sor w 

suance of their joint resolution, of 30th March agreed to—ayes 17, noes 15; when the bill was, vm 


‘The imperfection of these returns, has been owing to | motion of Mr. Macon, laid on the table. 

various causes—among which, a principal one was,| The bill providing for the gradual armament of 
the unwillingness of manufacturers themselves, to give | the new fortresses of the United States was then 
the information required for making the return. The | taken up. 

inadequateness of the compensation allowed by law,| Mr, Wis ams, of Tennessee, by order of the 
for the performance of the service, has also been | wilitary Committee, to which this bill had been 
rw t of ae by many of the marshals, and of referred, ae the indefinite postponement of the 

The supplementary return now made, is of omissions bi oe j See te 7 t of 
which occurred in making the Digest, under the direc- tied fodiens d fifty doll aint an Of two 
tion of this Department, and which should have been | 2UDGre G j - Se te aes 
included in the printed Digest. A statement is added, fund, to Gales eaton, was considered as in 
of the several counties and districts from which no re- | Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be read 
turns have been received. a third time. _ 

I em, with great respect, &c. The resolutions for compensating Robert T wee- 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | dy, Tobias Simpson, George Hicks, and Henry 

A letter was communicated by the Presipent to | *1™S; a aa noes ae ae of 
the Senate from the Secretary of the Treasury, | the oe 2 ak. ey imho ee —— the 
triinsmitting the annual reports of the several | blanks; oan ae ane sonal dere €n con 
banks in the Distri.. of Columbia. curred in, the reso shied were ordered to be en- 
“On motion of Mr. Taxzor, the Senate resolved | 8Tossed, and peers Vv . De sei leet 
to mevt this evening, at 6 o’clock; and then, about) © ae haan disch sata S'S Om mnitiee 
4 o'clock, adjourned for a recess. on Public Lands were discharged from thie further 

. peta : ; consideration of the petition of John Rush and 
Siz o'clock in the Evening. Samuel Conway ; the petition of James H. Drau- 
The PresipentT communicated a report of the| ghan, and the petition of John McAlister. 
Secretary of the Treasury, made in obedience toa| Mr. Parrort, from the Committee on Naval 
resolution of the Senate of the 29th ultimo, re-| Affairs, to which was referred the “resolution to 
questing information relative to loans of money | direct the withholding of the compensation of 
made to certain banking institutions; and the re-| certain prize agents, reported the same without 
port was read, and laid on the table. | amendment. 

The Senate took up the bill for the relief of | A message from the House of Representatives 
Lieutenant R. F. Stockton, of the Navy, late | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
coramander of the schooner Alligator. bills of the following titles, viz: “An act for the 

Messrs. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, and Mitts | relief of Nathan Branson ;” “An act to carry into 
explained the transactions in which this bill ori- | effect the ninth article of the treaty concluded be- 

inated, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed | tween the United States and Spain, the twenty- 
ra third reading. second day of February, 1819;” “An act to au- 

The following bills were also severally exam- | thorize the laying out and opening certain public 
ined and discussed in Committee of the Whole, | roads in the Territory of Michigan ;? “An aet 
and were ordered to be engrossed for a third read- | amending and supplementary to the act for ascer- 
ing, viz: taining claims and titles to land in the Territory 

A bill to permit Anna Dubord to bring certain | of Florida, and to provide for the survey and dis- 
slaves into Louisiana ; posal of the public lands in Florida ;” “An act to 

A bill to enable the proper accounting officers | authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
of the Treasury to settle the accounts of the Sur- | Office to remit the instalments due on certain lots 
veyor General of Missouri, &c., for extra clerk | in Shawneetown, in the State of Illinois;” “An 
hire. act for the relief of John Coffee ;” “An act for the 

The Senate resumed (ayes 19) the considera- | relief of Woodson Wren;” “An act for the relief 
tion of the bill to. authorize the sale of the salt | of Sophia B. Ford, Nathan Ford, and Jacob Ar- 
springs and lead mine lands. nold, jun., administrators of the estate of Mahlon 

Mr. Tacsor offered an amendment, to authorize | Ford, deceased ;” “An act for the relief of James 
the appointment of a skilful person to explore} H. Clark;” “An act for the relief of Thaddeus 
those mine lands, and report to the Treasury De- | Mayhew ;” “An act supplementary to ‘An act for 
partment the result of his observations, (different | the better organization of the courts of the United 
somewhat from the amendment of Mr. Dicxer-! States within the State of New York;” “An act 
son,) and to authorize the sales to proceed as the| to authorize the Postmaster General to pay for 
lands were explored, and supported the bill. | certain repairs to the General Post Office, and to 

Mr. Macon also advocated the bill. | keep the engine house, the fire engine, and appa- 

Messrs. Epwarps, Dickerson, Benton, Kine, | ratus in repair ;” “An act concerning invalid pen- 
of New York, and Brown, of Ohio, joined in the | sions ;’ “An act to discontinue certain post roads 
debate, which turned on the expediency of now | and to establish others;” and, also, “An act to 
throwing those lands into the market, the price | establish an additional land office in the Territory 
proper to fix on them, their probable value and | of Michigan;” in which bills they tequest the 
productiveness, &c. concurrence of the Senate. 
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id fifteen bills were severally read, and | report the same to the Senate at their next session; 

a c: second reading. " together with such suggestions of changes and modi- 

The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Na-| fications thereof as will, in his opinion, improve the 
than Branson,” was read the second time by | Present system. 
unanimous consent, aud referred to the Committee FARROW AND HARRIS 

Finance. See: 

* The bill entitled “An act to carry intoeffect the| The bill to authorize the adjustment of the 
ninth article of the treaty concluded between the | accounts of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris 
United States and Spain, the 22d of February, | (formerly contractors for building the fortifications 
1819, ;” the bill entitled “An act to authorize the | on Dauphin Island, now abandoned) was taken 
laying out and opening certain public roads in the | up. A debate of considerable duration took place 
Territory of Florida ;” the bill, entitled “An act | on this bill, and the various amendments offered 
amending and supplementary to the act for ascer- | thereto. 
taining Bales 4 titles to land in the Territory; Mr. Jounson was opposed to the postponement 
of Florida, and to provide for the survey and dis-| of the bill. He said the object of the motion seemed 
1 of the public lands in Florida ;” the bill, en-| to be to postpone the bill under consideration, 
titled “An act to authorize the Commissioner of | which had been reported by the committee of the 
the General Land Office to remit the instalments | Senate, to whom the subject was referred, for the 
due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the State | purpose of passing the bill from the House of 
of Illinois ;” the bill, entitled “An act for the re-| resentatives for the relief of the petitioners. . 
lief of John Coffee ;” and the bill, entitled “An | did not approve either of the bills, as neither of 
act for the relief of Woodson Wren,” were sever-| them is calculated to afford prompt relief. He 
ally read the second time by unanimous consent, | thought the Senate’s bill, however, best caleu- 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | lated to attain that object. 

The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Sophia| Mr. J. now explained the circumstances of the 
B. Ford, Nathan Ford, and Jacob Arnold, jun.,| case, and exposed the hardships to which the pe- 
administrators of the estate of Mahlon Ford, de-| titioners had been subjected, and the cruel injus- 
ceased ;” the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | tice which had been done them by Congress, as 
James H. Clark;” and the bill, entitled “An act | he conceived, in withholding the appropriations 
for the relief of Thaddeus Mayhew,” were read | necessary to enable the Government, on its part, 
the second time by unanimous consent, and sever- | to fufil the contract made with the petitioners. 
ally referred to the Committee of Claims. Farrow, one of the petitioners, and who was most 

The bill entitled “An act supplementary to ‘ An | interested, and whom he represented as being at 
act for the better organization of the courts of the| the time of the contract a gentleman of high 
United States within the State of New York,” | respectability, and one of the most wealthy eiti- 
was read the second time by unanimous consent, | zens of Virginia, had, in consequence of this fail- 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ure on the part of the Government, been reduced 

The bill entitled “An act concerning invalid | from a state of affluence and independence to that 
pensions,” was read the second time by unani-| of poverty and want; and he had been harassed 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on | and oppressed for a considerable time, and, he 
Pensions. believed, without the least fault on his part. He 

The bill entitled “An act to authorize the Post-| referred to the contract. In the month of July, 
master General to pay for certain repairs to the | 1818, Farrow and Harris entered into a contract 
General Post Office, and to keep the engine house, | with the Government to construct on Dauphin Isl- 
the fire engine, and apparatus, in repair ;” and the| and, Mobile bay, a fort and other public build- 
bill, entitled “An act to discontinue certain post | ings, and engaged to be on the island on or before 
roads and to establish others ;” were read the sec-| the lst day of December, 1818, for the purpose.of 
ond time y unanimous consent, and severally re- | commencing the works. And it was stipulated 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | between the parties that the United States’ engi- 
Post Roads. neer would be on the island at the time specified, 

Mr. Hotes, of Maine, from the Committee on | and designate the spot on which the buildi 
Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled | were to be erected, and prescribe the manner in 
“An act making appropriations for the public! which they were to be executed. It appears Far- 
buildings,” reported the same with an amend-| row and Harris arrived on the island with their 
ment. — ; men, materials, and implements, to a very great 

_ The bill entitled “An act to establish an addi- | amount, ready to carry into effect their part of the 
tional land office in the Territory of Michigan,” | contract. But the United States’ engineer, who 
was read the second time by unanimous consent, | was to designate the site for the intended works, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | did not arrive till some time in January; so that 

Mr. Van Buren, from the Committee on the| the contractors, with all their mechanics, labor 
Judiciary, to which the subject was referred, re- | ers, and overseers, had to wait nearly two months 
ported the following resolution ; which was read: | in a state of suspense and uncertainty, and were 

Resolved, ‘That the Attorney General be requested | in consequence subjected to great inconveniences, 
to collect and arrange in one bill, all the acts of Con-| and sustained heavy losses. Still, notwithstand- 
gress now in force relative to the courts of the United| ing this failure on the part of the Governmen 
States, and their administration of justice thereon, and! the contractors had commenced, and progresse 


somes TL EC LCE eT 


* 
ee 

¥ 
Pe 
* 
‘ 
e 
vad 
+ 


ta 
HH 
3 
4 


ay 


ae wh RNs PERG a: lang x RMN > 











295 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


296 


te, 


Senate.” Farrow and Harris. Fesrvary, 1823, 











yw with the works; they had surmounted the! slaves had been purchased on account of the Goy- 
difficulties that had impeded their progress ; the | ernment, for the purpose of executing the works, 
materials sufficient for the completion of the works | and were mortgaged to the Government for the 
had been obtained ; and at the time Congress | advances made, and are now held subject to the 
withheld the appropriations which occasioned the | mortgage. And what is contemplated to be done, 
progress of the works to be stopped, there was | he asked, by the bill from the House of Repre. 
every reason to believe the contract would soon | sentatives? It provides for the sale of the slaves 
be fulfilled, to the entire satisfaction of the Gov-| and materials alluded to, for prompt payment, 
ernment. with the view of giving the contractors credit for 
The Chief Engineer, in his report, states: “The | the amount of the proceeds of sales. It was evi- 
* contract for fortifications at Dauphin Island was | dent, he said, that the property, if thus disposed 
“in a prosperous condition at the time the appro-| of, would be sacrificed. Besides, the power of 
‘ priation was withheld; and, from the means ap-| Congress to adopt such a step might be question- 
£ plicable to its prosecution, as shown in the table, ; ed. If the materials furnished for the fortifica- 
‘ there is reason to believe its progress would have | tions belong to the United States, they require no 
‘ continued to be entirely satisfactory, and that it| law to authorize the sale of them. If they are 
‘would be erected within the estimate.” And it| the property of the contractors, Congress has no 
appears by a statement from the proper depart-| right to pass a law directing the sale of them. But, 
ment, that on account of $162,877, advanced by | presuming the materials to belong to the contrac. 
the Government to Farrow and Harris, a credit of | tors, and admitting the power thus to dispose of 
$48,899 is allowed, and that the value of the arti-| them, would it be just or politic to exercise it? 
cles on hand applicable to the works is set down | He thought not. The materials are wanted, and 
at $120,000—making together the sum of $168,899 | may all be employed, as he is informed, in com- 
—showing a balance of $6,647 due to Farrow and | pleting the fortifications now building at Mobile 
Harris, independently of the heavy damages they | Point, three miles from Dauphin Island. He was 
have sustained from the violation of the contract | of opinion, therefore, that the Government should 
on the part of the Government, and for which | be authorized to receive them at a fair estimation, 
—— certainly entitled to compensation. leaving the question of damages open for further 
ntracts with the United States are governed | investigation. He was, also, of opinion that the 
by the same principles as between individuals; | Government should be directed by this act, to re- 
each party being bound to fulfil what they agree | ceive the slaves in question, at the price for which 
‘ to do, and the party that fails to perform the agree- | they were purchased, or at least to discharge the 
ment is liable to damages. mortgage on them. The gentleman who had pur- 
Thus it appears, from these statements, that at| chased the slaves for the Government, had not 
the time the progress of the works were stopped | been credited with the amount paid for them, nor 
by the Government, the materials on hand were | was he permitted to use or to dispose of them. 
perhaps equal to the completion of the works con- | This seems to present a case of peculiar hardship, 
templated, and the means necessary, in full opera- | nor could he reconcile the course which had: been 
tion to complete them in a short time, and all | pursued in relation to the subject, with his ideas 
the expenses incurred, on which the profits are | of the principles of justice. 
icated. Notwithstanding this view of the sub-| The bill under consideration, he said, requires 
ject, which he believed to be correct, the contrac- | the Secretary of War to cause all the facts of the 
tors have been prosecuted by the Government, and | case to be investigated, and to report the same to 
their property withheld toa largeamount, and a suit | Congress at their next session, for the purpose of 
is now actually pending against them and their | enabling Congress to act advisedly on the subject. 
securities, to recover back the amount of advances ; There was one great objection to this plan. If 
made by the Government on account of the con- | adopted, the adjustment of the subjects in contro- 
tract; after deducting the value, by admeasure- | versy will be suspended for another year, greatly 
ment, of so much of the work as was actually | to the injury of all parties concerned. He would 
done, at the contract rates. The amount of the| prefer to see the bill modified, so as to make an 
price of this work, added to the value of the ma-| immediate disposition of the materials and slaves 
terials on hand, at a fair valuation, would be no | alluded to, in the manner he ‘had suggested, leav- 
compensation to the contractors. By this mode | ing the question of damages to be ascertained as 
of settlement, no allowance would be made forthe | provided for by the bill. Nevertheless, he prefer- 
great investments of capital, or for the labor and | red this bill to the one from the House of Repre- 
expenses bestowed in collecting the materials, and | sentatives, and hoped it would not be postponed. 
preparing for the execution of the work ; nor would| | The motion was rejected, and the bill was or- 
any allowance be made for the losses and risks in- | dered to a third reading, and passed. 
cident to such an undertaking, or for such materi- 
als as were either paid or contracted for, though 
not actually delivered. The profits to be derived Fripay, February 28. 
from his contract could arise, not from thecollection| Mr. Homes, of Maine, from the Committee on 
of the materials on the island, but from putting | Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
the materials together in the construction of the} “An act for the relief of Nathan Branson,” re- 
works. ported the same without amendment. 
Mr. J. proceeded to state, that about 80 or 1001 Mr. Ruaaues, from the Committee of Claims, 
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to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act for 


the relief of Sophia B. Ford, Nathan Ford, and | Kine, of New York, was taken u 


Jacob Arnold, jr., administrators of the estate of 

Mahlon Ford, deceased ;” and, also, the bill, enti- 

tled “An act for the relief of James H. Clark,” 
ted the same without amendment. 

Mr. Houmes, of Maine, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill, en- 
titled “An act supplementary to ‘An act for the 
better organization of the courts of the United 
States within the State of New York,” reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. Van Dyxe, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to remit the instalments due 
on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the State of 
Illinois,” reported the same with amendments; 
which were read. 

Mr. Van'Dyxe, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 


carry into effect the ninth article of the treaty | 


concluded between the United States and Spain, 
the 22d of February, 1819,” reported the same 
with an amendment; which was read. 


Mr. Van Dyxe, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the bill, entitled “An act for 


thereliefof Woodson Wren ;” the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of John Coffee;” the bill, entitled 


“An act providing for the examination of the | 


titles to land in that part of the State of Louis- 
iana situated between the Rio Hondo and the 
Sabine river;” and, also, the bill, entitled “An act 
to establish an additional land office in the Terri- 
tory of Michigan,” reported the same, respectively, 
without amendment. 

Mr. LanMan, from the Committee on the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, to which was referred the bill, | 


entitled “An act to authorize and empower the 
Secretary of the Department of the Treasury to 


sell the public lots and other property belonging | 


to the United States in the District of Columbia,” 
reported the same without amendment. 
Mr. Strokes, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the | 


bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Postmaster 
General to pay for certain repairs to the General 
Post Office, and to keep the engine house, the fire 
engine, and apparatus, in repair,” reported the 
same without amendment. 


Mr. Stroxes, from the same committee, to which | 


was referred a resolution of the Senate of the 8th 
of January last, directing them to “ inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing an interchange of the 
laws of the several States, by mail, free of post- 
age,” made a report, accompanied by a resolu- 
tion, that it is inexpedient, at this time, to author- 
ize the interchange of the laws of the several 
States, by mail, free of postage. 
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The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 

; ; and having 

been modified so as to call on the Secretary of 

the Treasury, instead of the Commissioner of 

the General Land Office, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution proposed by the Judiciary Committee, 
relative to a collection of the laws concerning the 
Judiciary ; and after some discussion, on the ne- 
cessity of such a collection, and particularly on 
the expediency of directing the duty to be per- 
formed by the Attorney General, as seed be 
the resolution, the resolution was disagreed to, 

The following resolutions were severally read 
a third time, and passed: 


Resolved, That Robert Tweedy, Tobias Simpson, 
and George Hicks, assistants to the Sergeant-at-Arms 
and Doorkeeper of the Senate, be paid, out of the 
contingent fund, two dollars a day for each day they 
have attended the Senate during the present session 
of Congress ; and that Henry Tims, jr., be allowed 
one hundred dollars for his attendance during the 
present session. 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent 
fund, to Robert Tweedy, Tobias Simpson, and George 
Hicks, the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars each, 
for extra services. 

Resolved, That Gales & Seaton be paid, out of 
the contingent fund, two hundred and fifty dollars, 
for eight thousand copies of the Message of the Presi- 


| dent for the years 1821 and 1822. 





| 
| 
| 


' da, and for other purposes,” 


On motion, by Mr. Nose, the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Samuel Howell, the petition of Peter Cherry, 
and, also, the petition of John Fitzgerald, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
respectively. 

Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
bill, entitled “An act to amend ‘An act for the 
establishment ofa Territorial governmentin Flori- 
reported the same 
without amendment. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Navy of the United States for the year 
1823, was considered in Committee of the Whole, 
amended, and was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, submitted the 
following motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to’ 
inform the Senate of the original amount of a judg- 
ment lately obtained by the United States in the dis- 
trict court of the eastern district of Pennsylvania, 
against Colonel William Duane, and what credits 
have been allowed to the defendant since the date of 
the judgment, the date of such credits, by whom 
given, and under what authority. 


The bill providing for clothing the militia of 


On motion, by Mr. Van Dyke, the Committee | the United States when in actual service, Was 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the bill, | taken up in Committee of the Whole. 


entitled “An act to authorize the laying out and 


Mr. NosLe made some remarks in support of 


opening certain public roads in the Territory of | the measure. Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, opposed 
Florida,” were discharged from the further con- | the bill, not on principle, because he was friendly 
sideration thereof, and it was referred to the Com- | to the principle, but from objections to the mode 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 


' 


proposed by the bill; and for the purpose of get- 


/ 
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ting rid of the bill he moved to lay it on the table. 
Mr. Noste replied to Mr. S. and answered his 
ions; when— 
"Phe question being taken, the bill was ordered | 
to lie on the table. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | 
act for the better organization of the District | 
Court of the United States within the State of, 
Louisiana ;” and the same having been amended 
it was reported to the House, and, the amendment 
being concurred in, the amendment was ordered to 


be aes and the bill was read a third time as | 
amended. . | 
_Mr. Sroxes, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill, entitled “An act to discontinue certain post | 
roads and to establish others,” reported the same, 
with amendments; which were read. 

The Senate took up, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act “for the | 
prompt settlement of public accounts, and for the | 
punishment of the crime of perjury.” | 

Several amendments were proposed to this bill, | 
and discussed ; all of which were, in the end, neg- | 
atived ; and considerable debate took place also on | 
the merits of the bill itself. In these discussions | 
Messrs. Hoimes of Maine, Barsour, Lanman, 
Eaton, Cuanpier, Rucoies, Smits, of Mary- | 
land Tatzor, and Mi.ts, engaged. The bill was | 
finally ordered to be read a third time, by yeas and | 
nays—=31 to 8, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Board- 
man, Brown of Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, Holmes of Maine, Holmes of Missis- 
sippi, Johnson of Louisiana, Kelly, King of Alabama, 

ng of New York, Lanman, Lloyd of Maryland, 
Lloyd of Massachusetts, Mills, Morril, Noble, Parrott, 
Ruggles, Seymour, Smith of Maryland, Southard, 
Talbot, Taylor of Indiana, Thomas, Van Buren, | 
Ware, and Williams of Mississippi. 

Nars—Messrs. Chandler, D’ Wolf, Dickerson, Find- 
lay, Gaillard, Knight, Macon, and Taylor of Virginia. 

The bill was then read a third time, by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 

Mr. Nosxe, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning invalid pensions,” reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. Brown, of Ohio, from the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred the bill, | 
entitled “An act to authorize the laying out and | 
making certain public roads in the Territory of | 
Florida,” reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill, entitled “An | 
act amending and supplementary to the act for | 
eae claims and titles to land in the Ter- | 
ritory of Florida, and to provide for the survey | 
and disposal of the public lands in Florida,” re- | 
— the same, with amendments ; which were | 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Eaton, the report of the Se- | 
cretary of the Treasury, made in obedience to a | 
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made to certain banking institutions, was ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill, entitled “Ab: on 
extending the time for issuing and locating mili- 
tary land warrants to officers and soldiers of the 
Revolutionary army ;” and, no amendment hay- 
ing been proposed, it was reported to the House, 
and passed to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bills which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act to establish an additional land office in 
the State of Missouri;” “An act extending the 
time for locating Virginia military land war- 
rants, and returning surveys thereon to the Gen- 
eral Land Office ;” and “An act for the relief of 
Nimrod Farrow, Richard Harris, and their secu- 
rities ;’ with an amendment to each, in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 


| entitled “An act extending the time for locating 


Virginia military land warrants, and returning 
surveys thereon to the General Land Office;” and 
concurred therein. 

The following bills were successively consid- 
ered in Committee of the Whole, some of them 
a good deal discussed, and some amended in their 
details; and all of them ordered to be read a 
third time, viz: A bill supplementary to the act 
relating to the ransom of American captives of 
the late war; a bill for the relief of James Morri- 
son; a bill to extend the time allowed for the re- 
demption of lands sold for direct taxes, in certain 
cases; a bill to alter the times of holding the dis- 
trict court of the district of Vermont; a bill to 
confirm certain claims to lots in the village of 
Peoria; a bill for the relief of John B. Hogan; a 
bill for the relief of Abraham Snyder; a bill re- 
specting stamps; a bill for the relief of Henry 
Lee, one of the sureties of Ricaud, late a pay- 
master in the Army; a bill for the relief of James 
Rees; a bill for the relief of Polly L. Campbell, 
widow of Colonel John B. Campbell, deceased ; 
a bill to amend the ordinances and acts of the 
Congress for the government of the Territory of 
Michigan ; a bill to extend the provisions of the 
act supplementary to the act for the relief of the 
purchasers of public lands; a bill for the relief of 
Captain Richard Hightower; a bill to continue 
in force the act regulating the currency, within 
the United States, of the gold coins of Great Brit- 
ain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns 
of France, and five frane pieces; a bill making 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portu- 
gal, and Spain, receivable in payment on account 
of public lands; a resolution requiring from the 
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives an annual statement of the 
contingent expenses of the two Houses. [This 
was subsequently read a third time, and passed 5] 
a bill to amend an act further to regulate the en- 
try of merchandise imported into the United 





resolution of the Senate, of the 29th ultimo, re- | States from adjacent territories; a bill to transfer 
questing information relative to loans of money | to the State of Virginia certain militia fines; @ 
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pill making appropriations for the military service 

for the year 1823; a bill making appropriations 

for the support of Government for the year 1823. 
MINT ESTABLISHMENT. 


The bill farther to peeing for five years, the 
continuance of the Mint at Philadelphia, was 
taken ° , 
Mr. Eaton questioned the propriety of making 
vision for continuing the Mint at Philadel hia 
‘or five years. He thought the Mint establish- 
ment might be fixed at the seat of Government, 
where it would be more immediately under the 
eye of Congress, and its operations and concerns 
more easily examined and understood. He did 
not assert that it ought to be removed; but he 
wished the subject to be inquired into, and moved 
to insert one year in the bill instead of jive, that 
Congress might, in the meantime, consider the 
subject, and decide understandingly on it. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. ELuiotr 
and LanmMan; who, among other things, argued 
that, even if it were now enacted to continue the 
Mint at Philadelphia for five years, Congress 
could revoke the law at any time, if it should be 
deemed expedient to remove the establishment 
from thence; but they controverted the propriety 
of removing the Mint from Philadelphia, from 
considerations of convenience, and the successful | 
operation of the establishment. 

The motion to amend the bill was negatived ; 
and it was ordered to a third reading. 


GOVERNMENT DEPOSITES IN BANKS. 


The Prestpent laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to | 
loans or deposites made by the Treasury to banks 
from the year 1789 to the present time—rendered 
in obedience to a resolution of the Senate; which 
report was, on motion of Mr. Earon, ordered to | 
be printed. The report is as follows: | 

Treasury Department, Fed. 25, 1823. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate, | 








had been represented to him that an unusually large 
sum of money had, and would become due te the 
United States, from importers in the district of Phila- 
delphia, in the month of March, 1792, and reminded 
him that, in consequence of standing circular instruc- 
tions, the collector of the district would receive from 
the merchants, as cash, the post notes of the Bank of 
the United States, if not issued for a longer period of 
payment than thirty days, and that he would judge 
how far it might be convenient to make operations 
payable in such notes, which might not be convenient 
if payable immediately in specie, or cash notes. On 
the 29th of the same month, a letter was addressed, 
by the same officer, to the president of the Bank of 
Maryland, stating that it has been intimated to him 
that considerable sums of duties had become due, or 
were to fall due in Baltimore, in the course of the 
month, and that it was at all times his wish to give to 
the merchants as much facility as the public business 
would admit; that he had, therefore, determined, if 
he should incline to make discounts for the importers, 
to enable them to pay the duties due on or before the 
15th of April thereafter, he would leave a sum of 
money, equal thereto, in his hands, for sixty days 
after the dates of the notes. 


By his letters of the 10th of April, 1792, the presi- 
dents of the Bank of the United States, and of the 
Bank of Maryland, were informed tbat circumstances, 
within his knowledge, induced him to state that the 
operation, suggested in his letter of the 29th of March, 
continued to be desirable in relation to those who have 
payments to make at the custom-house, in the course 
of that month. By his letter of the 8th of December, 
1792, the president of the Bank of the United States 
was informed that the Secretary had no objection that 
notes, in which the Government was interested, should 
be renewed for thirty days, in all cases where it could 
be done with perfect safety to the public. By the 
letter of the Secretary, of the — of February, 1793, 
the presidents of the offices of the Bank of the United 
States at New York and Paitimore were informed 
that an arrangement had been made with the Bank 
of the United States, for the accommodation of the 


| merchants of Philadelphia, wiiose bonds for duties 


of the 29th ultimo, requesting the Secretary of the | were to become payable between that dete and the 


Treasury “to inform the Senate if any loans of money 
to any amount, and for what purpose, have been made 
from the Treasury, to any individuals, or banking in- 
stitutions, since the third day of March, 1789, and 


whether such loans, so made, have been repaid, or in 


any manner adequately secured, so that the Govern- 


ment will ultimately be satisfactorily reimbursed,” I 
have the honor to submit copies of letters from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, from the 19th of March, 
1792, to the 17th of July, 1819, inclusive, to the offi- 
cers of the Bank of the United States, and of its 
branches, and to the officers of certain State banks, 





last day of the ensuing month, by which the bank 
would discount the notes of such merchants as were 
indebted to the custom-house, for thirty days, forthe 
respective sums that should become payable ; the bank 
to receive those notes from the collector, as cash, to 
be drawn for only by the collector. The president of 
the office was informed that, if a similar arrangement 
appeared to him to be requisite to the accommodation 
of the merchants of New York, that he would not 
draw for the sums that had relation to the transaction, 
until about the middle of May thereafter. On the 5th 
of March, 1793, a similar letter was addressed to the 


and to other officers and individuals, which contain presidents of the offices of discount and deposite at 


the information required by the resolution, as far as it 
can be collected from the correspondence of the de- 
partment. 
_ By reference to the papers numbered from 1 to 11, 
inclusive, It 1s apparent that loans in fact, though not 
in terms, were offered by the Treasury Department to 
the Bank of the United States, and to the State banks 
to which they were directed. 

By the first of these letters, dated the 19th March, 
1792, the Secretary of the Treasury informed the 
president of the Bank of the United States, that it 


Boston and Providence. His letters of the 5th of 
April, 1793, and the 16th of February, 1797, marked 
10, 11, have the same object in view; that is to say, 
they offer, as inducements to the banks to discount 
the notes of persons indebted upon duty bonds, that 
the amount of such bonds shall not be drawn fromthe 


| banks until the notes discounted were payable, or 


that post notes shall be receivable by the collector in 
discharge of such bonds. 


The latter of these letters relates to the case of an 
individual, in whose favor the Secretary of the Treas- 
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‘ury submits to the consideration of the bank, whether 
an accommodation could not be granted to him, on 
condition that the sum discounted should be paid in a 
post-note, to be deposited with the collector of the 
customs. This representation was made in conse- 
quence of the individual’s being unable to obtain a 
credit at the custom-house on a cargo of coffee, because 
he had duty bonds to a considerable amount then due. 
It appears, from the letter of the 23d of February, 
1793, already referred to, that arrangements of that 
nature were made, verbally, with the bank, as the ar- 
rangement referred to in that letter is not of record in 
the office. 


’ The correspondence between the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the banks, generally, does not show up- 
on what account the deposites in those banks were 
made. The letters of the Secretary to the Treasurer 
are still more general, simply directing the deposite. 


The accounts of the Treasurer with the banks, an- 
terior to the last quarter of the year 1811, have not 
been preserved; no inference, therefore, can be 
drawn, from the state of the accounts, as to the object 
or Pa for which any deposite was made, previ- 
ously to that date. From the accounts with the banks, 
from that period, it appears that many deposites were 
made by transferring public money from one bank to 
another, when the amount in the bank, to which the 
transfer was made, was much more than sufficient to 
meet the drafts drawn upon it. Although the infer- 
ences which may be drawn from the state of the ac- 
counts between the Treasurer and a bank in which 
deposites are made, apparently not required for the 
public expenditure, cannot be considered as conclusive 
evidence that such deposites were made to sustain the 
bank against a run. or press upon it, or to aid in its 
operations ; yet the presumption is sufficiently strong, 
to make it proper to present a few of those cases. On 
the 6th of March, 1812, a draft was drawn for $50,000, 
in favor of the Mechanics’ Bank of New York, upon 
the State Bank at Charleston, and on the 7th of May, 
for $80,000. On the 2d of March, there was on de- 
posite, in the former bank, $432,000, which was not 
reduced below $319,000 during the remainder of the 
month; and on the 4th of May, the deposite was 
$133,000, which sum was not diminished during the 
month; and at the end of the quarter, it had increased 
to $224,000. There were drawn, and deposited, in 
the Bank of Pennsylvania, the following drafts, viz: 
12th March, 1812, upon the Union Bank of Boston, 
$50,000 ; 6th July, upon the State Bank of Boston, 
$49,000; in October of the same year, upon the Bank 
of Baltimore, $200,000: and upon the Manhattan 
Company, $100,000. At the date of the first draft, 
there was standing to the credit of the Treasurer, on 
the books of the bank, $133,000, which was not di- 
minished during the month; and at its close, amounted 
to $294,000. At the date of the second, the deposite 
amounted to $164,000 which continued increasing, 
and amounted, on the 17th August, to $403,000; and 
at the end of the quarter, to $636,000. On the 6th of 
October, the date of the first draft, in that month, it 
amounted to $465,000, and at the close of the month, 
to $593,000. The records of the office afford no ex- 
planation of the reasons which induced the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make these transfers; and many 
others, of a similar nature, were made from time to 
time. But on the 4th of March, 1814, the Cashier of 
the Bank of Pennsylvania, by letter of that date, in- 


eee 


and unprecedented demand upon that institution for 
specie, principally from the eastward, induced him to 
request, that, if consistent with the interests of the 
Government, he would give him drafts either on New 
York or Boston, to an amount that would counteract 
those demands, stating, that the amount of specie in 
the vaults but little exceeded $200,000, and that the 
demands of the bank, upon those to the southward of 
Philadelphia, if called for, might put them to serious 
inconvenience. Upon this representation, a draft was, 
on the 8th of the month, drawn by the Treasurer, in 
favor of the bank, for $150,000, upon the Bank of 
New York. Upon the 28th of February preceding 
this transaction, there was in the bank a deposite of 
$755,000, and on the 3ist of March, $799,000. By 
reference to the letter of the President of the Bank of 
Columbia, which accompanies this report, it appears 
that, on the 29th of October, 1801, the Secretary of 
the Treasury made a deposite in that bank of $50,000, 
to enable it to sustain itself against a run which was 
then making upon it, and that other sums were sub- 
sequently deposited in that bank by the department, 
to aid it in its operations. In the letter of the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the 27th May, 1813, to 
Stephen Girard, he is informed, that “the arrangement 
made by Mr. Gallatin, relative to the deposite of the 
public moneys drawn from your bank, in favor of the 
public agents, was to shield you against the attacks of 
the incorporated banks, to whom such money would 
otherwise have been transferred; and the magnitude 
of your contract might thus have been rendered highly 
prejudicial to your institution. It is the particular 
province, and it has been the practice, of the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury of the United States, to direct 
the moneyed operations of the public, to the preserva- 
tion of credit, by maintaining the equilibrium between 
the moneyed institutions of the country ; and as it has 
protected your institution, by the arrangement alluded 
to, so it will guard those institutions against any un- 
due pressure which the public funds in your vaults 
may enable you to direct against them. I am in- 
formed that you have made some very heavy and un- 
necessary drafts of specie from several banks, and par- 
ticularly from the Pennsylvania and Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Banks, with indications of a disposition to 
persevere, which has excited considerable apprehen- 
sion. I therefore deem it necessary to inform you, 
that a continuance of that system, will induce the 
prompt application of a specific remedy.” 


From my personal intercourse with Mr. Gallatin, 
I know he entertained the sentiments communicated 
in this letter, and I presume they have been enter- 
tained by all of his predecessors and successors in 
office, and acted upon whenever cases occurred which 
rendered it necessary. 


When I entered upon the duties of Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the 22d of October, 1816, the ‘banks in 
all the States, except those in Massachusetts, had 
suspended specie payments. My immediate prede- 
cessor in office had made an ineffectual attempt, in 
the course of that year, to induce them to commence 


| specie payments, by discharging, in specie, all notes not 





exceeding five dollars. By the charter of the Bank of 
the United States, it was to go into operation on the 
ist of January, 1817. It was, after mature delibera- 
tion, determined that another effort should be made 
by the Treasury Department, to induce the State 
banks to aid the Bank of the United States, in restor- 


formed the Secretary of the Treasury, that the great | ing the currency +> 2 sound State. There was then 
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in the Treasury more than eleven millions of dollars, 
ited in the State banks, and the estimate of re- 
ts for the year 1817, considerably exceeded that of 
the expenditure for the year. It was, therefore, pro- 
ysed by the Department that no part of the sums 
then in the State banks, should be drawn from them 
before the Ist of July, unless the receipts should not 
be equal to the expenditure, an event which there 
was no reason to apprehend, and that, after that time, 
it should be gradually drawn, as the public service 
should require, but in no case were drafts to be drawn 
in favor of the Bank of the United States, unless it 
should become necessary to protect it against the State 
banks. This advantageous proposition was declined 
without hesitation. The banks inthe principal Atlan- 
tic cities, however, entered into an arrangement with 
the Bank of the United States, by which they engaged 
to resume specie payments, and, in the course of the 
year 1817, the resumption, with but few exceptions, 
became general throughout the Union. Towards the 
close of the year 1818, some of the banksin the West- 
ern States stopped payment. The sudden fall in the 
price of all domestic articles, which occurred about the 
same period, created a general pressure upon the 
banks. In the Winter anc! Spring of 1819, the Bank 
of the United States was, ii the opinion of the enlight- 
ened officer who presided over its direction, in a great 
degree indebted for the preservation of its credit to the 
forbearance of its creditors, and to the support which 
it received from the Treasury Department, Such 
were my impressions of its critical state, that I felt it 
my duty to accept propositions made by the Board of 
Directors, which, under other circumstances, would 
have been declined. 


During this general pressure, the banks in this Dis- 
trict, which, upon the establishment of the office of 
discount and deposite in the city, had not taken ad- 
vantage of that event, to reduce their circulations, by 
contracting their discounts, were pressed by continual 
and increasing demands for specie from the Eastward, 
and by the return of their notes upon them from the 
western parts of Virginia, where certain banks, char- 
tered by that State, had commenced, or were prepar- 
ing to commence business. Pressed thus, on both 
sides, their means of meeting the demands made upon 
them, and of preserving their credit, were believed to 
be insufficient. In this critical situation, several of 
them applied, personally, by their directors, to the De- 
partment, to ascertain whether, in case of great emer- 
gency, they would receive any support. Considering 
this crisis as highly important to the nation, and be- 
lieving that a failure of one or more of those banks 
would produce a general run upon all, of a different 
nature from that which was then pressing upon them, 
assurances were given, that a reasonable support might 
be relied upon. 

In consequence of this assurance, deposites were, 
from time to time, made in the Union Bank of Alex- 
andria, the Mechanics’ Bank, and the Franklin Bank, 
of the same place; in the Union and Central Banks 
of Georgetown ; in the Bank of Washington, and in 
the Patriotic Bank. All these sums have been re- 
paid, except the sum of $48,000, deposited in the 

ranklin Bank of Alexandria. The whole of the 
funds of that bank have been assigned to the United 
States, and legal measures have been adopted by the 
Attorney of the United States for the recovery of the 
amount from the debtors of the bank. The letter of 
that officer, which is herewith communicated, shows 


that there is no danger of any loss to the United 
States. Copies of the letters to the Treasurer, direct- 
ing the deposites to be made in that bank, to his credit, 
are also communicated. These deposites were made 
upon the representations of General Thompson Ma- 
son, then collector of the district of Alexandria, and 
of John T. Ricketts, Esq., who were both men of 
great respectability, and considerable stockholders in 
the Bank. W.T. Swann, Esq., a man of the fairest 
character, and of considerable property, was then the 
President of the Bank. No doubt was entertained of 
the integrity with which the Bank was administered, 
and of its capacity, if aided for a short time, of pre- 
serving its credit, and of meeting the drafts of the 
Treasurer for the amount deposited by him to his 
credit. This anticipation, it is believed, would have 
been realized, had not the notes of the Bank been so 
successfully counterfeited, as to have imposed upon its 
olficers to a considerable amount. The same misfor- 
tune befel the Central Bank of Georgetown. In the 
month of May, of the same year, when the Cashier of 
the Bank of Columbia was about to set out on his 
journey through the interior of the States of Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Ohio, for the purpose of de- 
manding payment of the special deposite which had 
been transferred to that bank, he represented to the 
department that he should be at very considerable ex- 
pense, and that, during his absence, there might be a 
press made upon the bank; and, therefore, requested 
that a deposite of forty-five thousand dollars might be 
made in the bank, to the credit of the Treasurer. As 
no charge was to be made for the expense and risk 
which was incurred, in carrying a large amount of 
bank notes through the country, the request was con- 
sidered reasonable, and the deposite was accordingly 
made. This bank has never ceased to pay its notes 
in specie, on demand. 

These are all the transactions with banks which are 
believed to be within the intent or terms of the reso- 
lution, except certain transactions with the banks in 
this District, in the early part of the year 1817, which 
were specifically reported to the two Houses of Con- 
gress, on the 10th of December, 1817, and printed 
among the public documents of that session. In that 
report, it is stated that a deposite of $75,000 had been 
made in the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, to sustain it in its operations, immediately after 
resuming specie payments. The principle and prac- 
tice of the ‘I'reasury in sustaining the credit of banks, 
disposed to act correctly, was, in this communication, 
frankly disclosed to Congress, when not the slightest 
symptom of dissatisfaction was manifested, or the right 
or propriety of the practice called, directly or indirectly, 
in question. 

It is presumed that it has not been the practice of 
the Department to lend the public money to individ- 
uals. By reference to letters numbered from 12 to 
16, inclusive, it will be found that public money has 
been advanced to individuals, which, however, have 
that appearance ; but it is possible that those transac- 
tions may admit of explanations, which may take from 
them that character. From Nos. 14, 15, it appears, 
that considerable sums were, in 1798, advanced to 
Lane & Salter, and others, to enable them to erect the 
necessary machinery for making cannon, when no 
contract for that object had been made. The only case 
which has occurred since I took charge of the Treasury 
Department, which can have given rise to that part of 
the resolution, is one connected with the public money 
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‘deposited by the Receiver at Cincinnati, in the Far- 
“mers and Mechanics’ Bank of that place. 

That bank, a short time after the date of its agree- 
ment with the Department, in 1819, stopped payment, 
and has not, when called upon, offered any explana- 
tions, or given any reply, to the several letters ad- 
dressed to it hy the Department. When, in the course 
of that , Mr. Whann visited Cincinnati, as the 
agent of the Treasury, to convert the special deposite 
into current notes or specie, or to obtain acknowledg- 
ments that should bear interest, he reported that all 
the banks upon which he had called, with the excep- 
tion of the Farmers and Mechanics’, had shown a dis- 
pesition to act fairly—had exposed to him the state of 
their affairs, and given him such explanations as were 
satisfactory ; but that the officers of that bank had re- 
fused to expose the state of its affairs, or give expla- 
nations of any kind. It also refused to give any re- 
ceipt or acknowledgment of the amount which had 
been deposited in it. No return has yet been made 
dy the bank to the Treasurer, or to his office, stating 
the amount in its possession. These circumstances 
had produced a most unfavorable impression, not only 
as to the integrity with which the bank was directed, 
but also as to its solvency. In the spring of 1820, 
Colonel Johnson, of the Senate, as the agent of his 
brother, applied to the department to ascertain whether, 
upon his transferring notes to the United States, upon 
a in good credit, in this place, a credit would 

given to his brother for the amount with the Far- 
mers’ and Mechanics’ Bank. Believing, as I did, from 
the circumstances which have been stated, that the 
debt due by the bank was not safe, and that notes up- 
on solvent persons in this place afforded a more certain 

of receiving payment than from the bank, 
the offer was accepted ; and notes, to the amount of 
$30,583 24, a considerable proportion of which were 
secured by mortgage, were deposited in the Branch of 
the United States’ Bank in this place, and a credit for 
the amount given to Colonel Johnson with the bank 
at Cincinnati. The transaction, however, was never 
considered as a loan of money. It was, in fact, 
changing one debt for another, and receiving, as it 
was then, and is still believed, a better security for it 
than what was given in exchange. Subsequent re- 
flection, however, upon the subject, excited doubts 
whether the responsibility of changing the nature of 
any debt due to the United States, except by taking 
collateral or additional security, ought to be incurred 
by the department. An application of a similar kind, 
made subsequently, by the same gentleman, was 
accordingly declined. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Jouw Garttanp, 


President, pro tem., of the Senate. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The Senate took up the message from the House 
of Representatives, announcing its disagreement 
to the Senate’s amendment to the bill supplemen- 
tary to the Revolutionary pension laws. 
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Mr. Morrix, of New Hampshire, addressed th 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. President: I rise to address you on this o¢. 
casion, with a feeling and sensibility not usually 
excited. This is a subject in which not on! 
many individuals, but the Congress of the nation 
and the whole country itself, are deeply interested, 
It is a vital question, touching the liberality, the 
justice, and faith, of the nation. 

Sir, I do not present myself to the Senate as the 
advocate of the intemperate and dishonest soldier, 
but the poor, honest, disheartened Revolutionary 
warrior—the poor man who fought your battles, 
defended your rights, sustained your character, 
and achieved your privileges. Iam impelled to 
this by the disappointments and necessities of the 
heroes of the Revolution. My view of the pledged 
honor and justice of the nation excites me to this 
duty. In the performance of it, my design will 
be, if possible, to convince the Senate, - intimated 
by the honorable gentleman from Indiana, Mr. 

OBLE,) that this bill ought not to be postponed; 
but to pass intoa law. I view the laws on this 
subject as constituting a contract of a solemn 
nature between the Government and the Revolu- 
tionary soldier. Perhaps, sir, I should not use 
language too strong, if | were to say, they vest in 
them a right, which is not to be alienated without 
the consent of both parties. You promised them, 
would they prove, to your satisfaction, that they 
had performed certain services, under certain cir- 
cumstances, and now are, or at any future period 
may be, so poor, as to need the assistance of their 
country for support, you would give them a pen- 
sion during life. They have complied with your 
proposition ; they have confirmed the contract on 
their part; it is now complete, and you have 
pledged the honor and faith of the nation to fulfil 
it on your part. They had, and still have reason 
to believe, that they will perform this act of justice 
and good faith, because it was promised and pro- 
mulgated in a publiclaw of the land, made by the 
constituted authorities—the Representatives of the 
people. 

Sir, what have you promised? To sustain my 
positions, I must recur to the laws which you have 
passed on this subject. In the act of the 18th of 
March, 1818, you promise “that every commis- 
‘ sioned officer, non-commissioned, musician, and 
‘ private soldier, &c., who served in the war of the 
* Revolution until the end thereof, or for the term 
‘ of nine months or longer, at any one period of the 
‘ war, on the Continental establishment, &c., who 
‘is yeta resident citizen of the United States, and 
‘ who is, or hereafter, by reason of his reduced cir- 
* cumstances in life, shall be in need of assistance 
‘ from his country for support, and shall have sub- 
* stantiated his claim to a pension, in the manner 
‘ hereinafter directed, shall receive a pension from 


[The amendment disagreed to by the House of | « 
Representatives, was a clause inserted by the Sen- | ; 
ate, to reduce all the Revolutionary pensions | ; 
twenty per cent.] 


‘the United States, if an officer, of twenty dollars 

per month, during life ; if a non-commissioned offi- 
cer, mariner, musician, marine, or private soldier, 
of eight dollars per month during lite.” This, sir, 





Mr. Nosie moved to postpone the bill indefi- 
nitely. 


is your engagement. The second section defines 
the evidence necessary to obtain the benefit of this 
act, and the manner in which it shall be transmit- 





| & whose duty it shall be, if satisfied (note t 
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ted to the Secretary of War, and it says, 


e ex- 
¢ pression, ) the applicant comes under the provi- 
‘sions of this act, to place such officer, musician, 
‘mariner, marine, or soldier, on the pension list 
¢ ofthe United States.” These quotations contain 
all the essential provisions of this law. In their 
application, the Secretary of the Department of 
ar exercised a liberality honorable and just ; but 
haps too extensive for the existing state of the 
reasury, it not being apprehended so great a 
number could possibly apply for the benefits of 
this law. But, in consequence of an undue zeal, 
anda misconstruction of the law by many of the 
courts, and an avaricious disposition of the appli- 
cants, a much greater number was placed on the 
sion roll than was anticipated, or than was 
justly entitled. But, sir, it ought to be borne in 
mind, that the Secretary of War was to receive 
the testimony, the certificate of the court, and, “ if 
then satisfied that the applicant came within the 
rovisions of the act, to place him on the pension 
ist.” He formed his opinion from the testimony 
tinto his hands, taken under such regulations, 
and before such a tribunal as you had prescribed. 
As before observed, it was thought that the testi- 
mony was not procured with that scrupulous at- 
tention to correctness, nor the certificates given 
with that good faith, which was desirable; and, 
also, that the construction of the law, given by the 
Secretary of the Department of War, was too 
liberal. A remedy was necessary. This gave 
rise to the act of May ist, 1820. This is more 
ey explanatory of the act of March, 1818. 
ere we learn the intention of Congress on this 
subject: it is, that all persons, of the description 
stated in said act, under the circumstances therein 
mentioned, who then were, or at any future time 
might be, in such reduced circumstances as to need 
the assistance of their country for support, should 
be placed on the pension roll of the United States. 
In order the more accurately to ascertain the real 
property of the applicant, and decide correctly 
whether he was in such reduced circumstances as* 
to need the assistance of his country for support, 
the law of May Ist, 1820, provides, “ that no per- 
*son who now is, or hereafter may be, placed on 
‘the pension list of the United States, by virtue 
‘of the act of March, 1818, shall, after the pay- 
‘ment of that part of the pension which became 
‘due on the 4th of March, 1820, continue to re- 
‘ ceive such pension until he shall have exhibited 
‘to some court of record, &c. a schedule, sub- 
‘ scribed by him, containing his whole estate and 
* income, (necessary clothing and bedding except- 
‘ed,) and shall have taken and subscribed an 
* oath,” &c. 

A certified copy of this schedule, oath, and 
opinion of the court, shall be delivered to the Sec- 
retary of War. The second section provides, 
“That, on the receipt of the copy of the schedule 
‘ and oath, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
‘the Department of War to cause to be stricken 
; from the list of pensioners the name of such per- 

son, in case the said person shall not, in his 
* opinion, be in such indigent circumstances as to 
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* be unable to support himself without the assist- 
* ance of his country.” 
These are the provisions of the law of May Ist, 
1820. How to put them into full operation, the 
honorable Secretary seems to have been at his 
wit’s end. A new course must be adopted—a 
process which will sweep from the pension roll a 
great portion of those who deserved well of their 
country. To effect this, an opinion must be 
formed; because his opinion is to decide the fate 
of the applicant, nolens volens. 'To form an opin- 
ion, on principle, some definite rule or standard 
must be devised and established. And, sir, while 
attending to this part of his duty, the honorable 
Secretary seems to have been completely beside 
himself. In his effort to avoid Scylla, he has fallen 
upon Charybdis, and while here, he must have 
settled the rule by which he was to be governed 
in all his decisions under the operation of the acts 
of March, 1818, and May, 1820. What is this 
rule by which the honorable Secretary was to de- 
cide all cases under the aforesaid acts? It is this; 
the property of the applicant is to be estimated by 
the schedule, deducting therefrom “ mortgages 
given at the time of the purchase of the roperty, 
and judgment debts of an old date.” This rule 
we find in an official report made by the honor- 
able Secretary of War. Is not this a singular 
rule, unreasonable and absurd? Nay, unjust in 
the extreme? The schedule of an applicant may 
amount to two hundred dollars. There may bea 
judgment debt, of recent date, of one hundred and 
eighty dollars ; he may also, in view of his pension, 
purchase a small piece of land, to the amount 
of two hundred dollars, and, at the time of pur- 
chase, may procure an endorser; but the pur- 
chaser, not punctually fulfilling his contract, the 
endorser becomes dissatisfied, and takes his name 
from the paper, in consequence of which, the pur- 
chaser, to satisfy the grantor, gives a mortgage ; 
this, not being “ given at the time of the purchase 
of the property,” although the grantee may not, 
in fact, be worth one single cent, cannot, by the 
rule of the honorable Secretary, be deducted from 
the schedule, any more than the recent judgment 
debt of one hundred and eighty dollars above 
stated. Further, the applicant may justly owe, 
on accompts, notes, or bonds, the full amount of 
his schedule, nay more, and the honorable Secre- 
tary exclude him, under the operation of his rule. 
This is the practical operation of the rule. This 
being its opens I do not hesitate to say, it is 
unreasonable, absurd, and unjust. Thus we dis- 
tinctly see, there may be bona fide demands against 
the applicant, to the full amount of his schedule, 
and much more, and this proved to the perfect 
satisfaction of the honorable Secretary of War, 
and yet, by his rule and dictum, he is stricken 
from the list. Was there ever a tribunal on earth 
that decided the real value of a person’s estate by 
what he possessed without reference to what he 
owed? These are the evils we wish to remove. 
Sir, the operation of this rule was to strike from 
the roll a great number of the poorest pensioners 
on the list. With respect to the guo anime in this 
case, I make no inquiry ; but, as to the quo jure, I 
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do inquire. I distinctly ask, and I hope some | ‘ he has not; because the law, which is the op| 
honorable gentleman of this House will answer | ‘ warrant of authority to him, gives him no such 
the question, by what sound principle, or rule of  ‘ power.” I consider this opinion an evasion, to 
law, could such a regulation be established, and | say the least. If the Attorney General meant the 
such decisions be made? They are beyond my | law of May, 1820, only, this may be less excep. 
comprehension ; this may be owing to the imbe- | tionable, because that law does not touch this par. 
cility of my mind ; but I hope, if they are within | ticular point. Did not the Attorney General know 
the scope of human intellect, they will be made | that the Secretary of War was acting under the 
known, and illustrated by some honorable mem- | express provisions of two laws? That they were 
ber of the Senate. Sir, I said some of the poorest | both to have influence on his conduct? But, he 
pensioners have been stricken from the list, under | says, this law gives no power to restore. Very 
the operation of those regulations. Many who | good, there was no need of it; this power was ex. 
obtained a pension under the law of March, 1818, | pressly given in the law of March, 1818, and never 
were at the time extremely poor, without house or | repealed nor abridged by the law of May, 1820, 
home. Under the expectation of receiving from | Hence, I say, that opinion evaded and obscured 
the Government a small pittance, annually, dur- the real object. What says the law of March, 
ing life, they made a purchase, of perhaps a few | 1818? It is this: “every soldier, &c., who is, or 
acres of land, with a small house, where they | ‘ hereafter shall be, by reason of his reduced cir. 
might repose in life, and go down to the grave in | ‘ cumstances in life, in need of assistance from his 
peace. On this perchance they might make one |‘ country for support, shall receive a pension,” 
payment, and owe the remainder. Their pension | who then was, or at any future period might be 
| 


is suspended—their means of payment completely | reduced, &c. Here is express power given to the 
destroyed; but they have made a contract, on the | Secretary of War, at any time when he is “satis. 
faith of your contract, and their contract must be | fied the applicant comes under the provisions of 
fulfilled ; but, your withholding the means, they | thisact,” to place him on the pension list. There- 
are utterly unable; the creditor calls, and not only | fore, no provision is made for the exercise of this 
the property just purchased is taken to discharge | power, in the law of May, 1820, because it was 
the demand, but whatever trifle the pensioner | distinctly delegated in the previous law, and never 
might previously possess, is swallowed up in the | repealed or diminished. 

interest and cost, and he is left perfectly destitute. | Sir, I say, for this appeal there was no necessity ; 
These are the persons on whom this rule operates | because the law is perfectly intelligible and plain. 
most unjustly. They are the most judicious and | It is impossible that this provision of the act should 
honest pertion of your applicants. They were | be misunderstood. This led me to infer that the 
disposed to make a good use of your act of justice | real object of the honorable Secretary of War, in 
saa liberality. They were honest in making their | appealing to the Attorney General, was not for in- 
inventory, yea, too honest to come under the opera- | formation on an obscure provision of law, but to 
ation of the honorable Secretary’s rule. divide the responsibility. 

Many of this character are left without a cent;| Now, sir, with respect to the application of this 
more wretched and miserable than they were when | opinion. It is as arbitrary as the rule of the hon- 
they first received a pension. orable Secretary is unreasonable. It precludes 

he novelty of this rule, and its unjust opera- | him from reviewing and judging a second time, 
tion, excited an interest throughout the nation, and | on the same subject, under new testimony, and 
a peculiar sensibility in the other House of Con- | circumstances entirely different. If a person is 
gress. The general impression was, that the hon- | stricken off, “on the evidence of the schedule,” 
orable Secretary would come to himself, and, on | yet, “on subsequent and different evidence,” if 
reflection, restore to the pension roll some whom | ever so perfect and satisfactory, he cannot be re- 
he had stricker. off, and thrown into despondency | stored. This is contrary to ordinary judicial pro- 
and wretchedness, tenfold more distressing than | ceedings. The Judges of the Circuit Courts can 
that in which he found them. This reasonable |hear and determine; the same cause can be 
expectation grew out of the peculiar plainness of the | brought up to the Supreme Court, where the 
law to authorize such an act. Hence, new repre- | same Judges may hear and determine again. But 
sentations and pressing applications were made | notso in thiscase. These singular decisions have 
for revisions and reversions; but all invain. The | given rise to the present bill. 
honorable Secretary was inaccessible and im-| We will now inquire into the object of this bill. 
moveable; still, however, he found himself in a | This may be ascertained by examining its express 
dilemma ; but, being determined to adhere, he | provisions. “Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That 
thought to avoid the consequences by dividing the |‘ the Secretary of War be authorized, and he is 
responsibility between himself and the Attorney | ‘ hereby authorized and required, to restore to the 
General. In comes his aid. And what was the |‘ list of pensioners the name of any person who 
result of these combined powers of intellect and |‘ may have been, or hereafter shall be, stricken 
law? The Attorney General very gravely says: | ‘ therefrom in pursuance of the act of Congress, 
“Tam asked whether the Secretary of War has |‘ passed May 1, 1820, if such person, so stricken 
‘ any power to restore to the list of pensioners, on | ‘ from the list of pensioners, has heretofore fur- 
*‘ subsequent and different evidence, the name of | ‘ nished, or hereafter shall furnish evidence, in pur- 
‘any person who may have been stricken off, on | ‘ suance of the provisions of said act, to satisfy the 
‘ the evidence of the schedule: to which I answer, | ‘ Secretary of War that he is in such indigent cit- 
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‘eumstances as to be unable to support himself | insist on their said amendment, it was determined 
‘without the assistance of his country.” The | in the negative—yeas 21, nays 22, as follows: 
second section authorizes a judge, In case the} Yzas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown of 
bodily infirmity of a Revolutionary soldier be | Louisiana, Brown of Ohio, Eaton, Edwards, Elliott, 
such that he is unable to attend in open court, to | Gaillard, Holmes of Mississippi, Johnson of Louisiana, 
take the schedule and testimony at his residence, | Kelly, King of Alabama, Macon, Noble, Stokes, Tay~ 
and report the same to the court, which, in that | lor of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Thomas, Van Dyke, 
ease, shall be good and valid. The third section | Williams of Mississippi, and Williams of Tennessee. 
defines the time when the pension shall commence, ; Naxs—Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, D’ Wolf, Dick- 
under this bill. erson, Eaton, Findlay, Holmes of Maine, King of New 

Sir, allow me to ask, what is there unreasona- | York, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd of Maryland, Lloyd of 
ble in the provisions of this bill? You distinctly | Massachusetts, Mills, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, 
said, in your first and second laws, that persons Seymour, Smith of Maryland, Southard, Van Buren, 
so reduced in their circumstances as to be unable | and Ware. 
to support themselves without the assistance of 





their country, should receive a pension. You say Saturpay, March 1. 
no more in this. In your second law, you pre- , 
scribe a mode by which this fact should be ascer-| The Prestpenr communicated a letter from 


tained, which, not being construed agreeably to the Postmaster General, transmitting a statement 
your intention, you propose this bill, to direct a | of all contracts made by the Post Office Depart- 
review of the cases erroneously decided under | ment during the last year; and the letter and 
that law. No new power is given by this bill; it | statement were read. ‘ 
js merely saying to the Secretary of War, you On motion, by Mr. Ruaates, the Committee of 
now understand our meaning, we require you to | Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
exercise the power you now have, and have| Henry P. Wilcox, administrator of Joseph Wil- 
always had, under the existing pension laws. Is | cox, the memorial of William Patterson, and 
not this roper, just, and necessary? Under the | others, merchants, of the city of Baltimore; the 
act of March, 1818, 18,418 were placed on the | memorial of Alfred Moore and Sterling Or. ain ; 
pension list. Under the law of May, 1820, on the documents in support of the claim of david 
the 4th of September, 1822, there were 12,331 on | Cooper; the document in support of the claim of 
the list; death, and the Hon. Secretary of War, | Robert Shaw; the resolution of the Senate in 
have stricken off 6,087. Under the law of May, | relation to tlre claim of Jacob Butler ; the tition 
1820, there were rejected 2,391; this is the num- | of Joshua Clark; the petition of Daniel Brown; 
ber, and these are the persons, for whom provision | the petition of Augustus Porter, and others; the 
is made in this bill: whom, we say, being as | petition of Samuel Bent; the petition of Jere- 
meritorious as any now on the list, ought to have | miah Downs; the petition of Edward Owings ; 
the privilege of preferring their claims again, with the petition of Walker K. Armistead ; the petition 
such testimony as they may be able to furnish. | of Richard S. Chappel; the petition of Thomas 
This is all we ask ; against its justice, no one can | Eastman; the petition of Samuel Odlin; the pe- 
possibly object. For these reasons, I am against | tition of John Rodgers, a Cherokee chief; the 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, and hope | petition of James Pelot; the petition of D. G. 
it will pass intoa law. Sir, it was my intention Cowan ; and, also, the petition of John Nichol- 
to have distinctly shown the favorable operation | son, marshal of the United States at New Or- 
of this bill upon the Treasury, but the honorable | leans, were discharged from the further considera- 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Miuus,) hav- | tion thereof, respectively. aie 
ing clearly illustrated this fact, I shall add no more, | On motion, by Mr. Taytor, of Virginia, the 
only present my thanks to the Senate, for the at- sree of the Treasury was directed to lay 
tention and candor which they have bestowed | before the Senate, during the first week of its 
upon my remarks. next session, the amount of interest received or 
When Mr. M. had concluded— receivable, in each State, on the public debt; the 
The question was taken on indefinite postpone- ; amount of dividends paid or payable, in each 
ment, and decided in the negative—yeas 20, nays | State, by the Bank of the United States; all in 
23, as follows: reference to the year 1823; and the amount of 
Yxas—Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of La., | duties on tonnage and imports, received in each 
Brown of Ohio, Eaton, Edwards, Elliott, Gaillard, | Port, during the year ending on the 30th of Sep- 
Holmes of Mississippi, Johnson of Louisiana, King of | tember next; and the amount of the direct taxes 
Alabama, Lloyd of Maryland, Macon, Noble, Taylor | still due and unpaid, in each State of the United 
of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Van Dyke, Ware, | States. 
Williams of Mississippi, and Williams of Tennessee. Resolved, That the Secretary of State be di- 
Naxs—Messrs. Barton, Boardman, Chandler, | rected to lay before the Senate, during the first 
D’ Wolf, Dickerson, Findlay, Holmes of Maine, Kelly, | week of its next session, a list of the factories, in 
— of we = oe Lanman, Lloyd of Massa- | each State, employed in manufacturing for sale 
eee fo , aan : arrott, Ruggles, Sey- | such articles as would be liable to duties if im- 
an © a arylane, Southard, Stokes, ‘Thomas, | ported from foreign countries; the said list to be 
Mae extracted from the Digest of Manufactures, and 
On motion, by Mr. Barnour, that the Senate | such other sources of information as he possesses, 
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or can obtain; and to specify, as far as possible, 
the capital of each factory, and whether it is in- 
corporated or not by State laws. 

wed, That the Secretary of War be directed 

to lay before the Senate, during the first week of 
its next session, the number of Revolutionary 
jeoraaes, in each State, then on the pension 
ist; the amount of money received or receivable, 
in each State, on account of Revolutionary pen- 
sioners; and the amount of the expense on ac- 
count of the Academy at West Point, for one 
ceding the 30th of September next. 
Tat hecun. of Maine, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for certain fortifi- 
cations of the United States, for the year 1823, 
and for other purposes,” reported the same, with- 
out amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, the 
Committee on Finance were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Seth 
Knowles. 

Mr. Nose presented the petition of Richard 
Fordham, praying payment of arrears of wages 
due to him for services rendered during the Revo- 
lutionary war, ora pension. The petition was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion, by Mr. Parrott, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, exhibiting a statement 
of the expenditures and unexpended balances ; 
the report of the Commissioners of the Navy Pen- 
sion Fund; the resolution of the Senate in rela- 
tion to a bounty on prisoners and guns taken in 
piratical vessels; the petition of George Ulmer ; 
the petition of Sarah Perry; and also the peti- 
tion of Susan W. Eakin, were discharged fom 
the further consideration thereof, respectively. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Smita 
of South Carolina, relative to the judgment 
against William Duane, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

The report of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, adverse to transmitting the laws 
of the several States free of postage, was also | 
taken up and agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Nimrod Farrow, 
Richard Harris, and their sureties :” Whereupon, 
on motion of Mr. Barsour, it was concutred in. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to establish an additional land 
office in the State of Missouri:” Whereupon, 

concurred therein. 

he bill, entitled “ An act to amend an act, 
entitled ‘An act further to regulate the entry of 
merehandise imported into the United States from 
any adjacent territory,” was read a third time, 
as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the better organ- 
ization of the District Court of the United States 
within the State of Louisiana,” was read a third 
time, as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cap- 
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tain Richard Hightower,” was read a third time 
as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria. 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
1823,” was read the third time, as amended, ang 


assed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria. 
tions for the support of the Navy of the Uniteg 
States for the year 1823,” was read a third time, 
as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act vesting in the State 
of Virginia the right of the United States to ql] 
the fines assessed for non-performance of militia 
duty, during the late war with Great Britain, 
within said State,” was read the third time, as 
amended, and passed. 

The bills of the following titles were severally 
read a third time, and passed : 

“An act supplementary to ‘An act relating to 
the ransom i American captives of the late 
war;” “Anact to confirm certain claims to lots 
in the village of Peoria, in the State of Illinois;” 
“An act extending the time for issuing and loca- 
ting military land warrants to officers and sol- 
diers of the Revolutionary army ;” “An act to 
amend the ordinance and acts of Congress for the 
government of the Territory of Michigan ;” “An 
act for the relief of James Morrison, of Ken- 
tucky ;” “An act for the relief of Abraham Sny- 
der ;” “An act further to prolong the continu- 
ance of the Mint at Philadelphia ;” “An act fur- 
ther to extend the provisions of the act, entitled 
‘An act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act 
for the relief of the purchasers of public lands, 
prior to the first July, 1820 ;” “An act to continue 
in force an act, entitled ‘An act regulating the 
currency within the United States of the gold 
coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and 
Spain, and the crowns of France, and five-frane 

ieces,’ passed on the 29th day of April, 1816, so 

far as the same relates to the crowns of France, and 
five-franc pieces ;” “An act making the gold coins 
of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, 
receivable in payment on account of public 
lands ;’? “An act to extend the time allowed for 
the redemption of lands sold for direct tax, in 
certain cases ;” “An act for the relief of James 
Rees, of New York, one of the sureties of Joseph 
H. Rees, deceased, late assistant deputy paymas- 
ter general in the service of the United States ;” 
“An act for the relief of Henry Lee, one of the 
sureties of John Ricaud, late a paymaster in the 
service of the United States;” “An act to alter 
the times of holding the district court of the Uni- 
ted States for the district of Vermont ;” “An act 
for the relief of Polly L. Campbell, widow of 
Colonel John B. Campbell, deceased, late of the 
11th regiment of United States infantry ;” “An 
act for the relief of John B. Hogan ;” and “An 
act respecting stamps.” 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act to establish a National Armory on the 
Western waters,” with an amendment; and, also, 
the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the building 
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amendment; in which amendments they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment to the bill last mentioned, and concurred 


a. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to establish a National Armory 
on the Western waters,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, ds in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Nimrod Farrow and Richard 
Harris ;” and, on motion, it was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States for the year 1823; 
and, the same having been amended, it was re- 
ported to the House accordingly ; and, the amend- 
ments being concurred in, they were ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill read a third time, as 
amended. The bill was then read a third time, 
as amended, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act making cen for the support of 
Government, for the year 1823,” with an amend- 
ment, in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. . They concur in one, and disagree to 
the other, amendment of the Senate, to the bill, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
military service for the year 1823.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ment to the bill Jast mentioned, disagreed to by 
the House of Representatives, and, on motion, by 
Mr. Howmes, of Maine, the Senate receded there- 
from. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to their 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of Government, for 
the year 1823,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act altering the time for holding the circuit court 
in the States of Maine and ew Hampshire ;” 
and, no amendment having been made thereto, it 
was reported to the House, and passed to a third 
reading ; and it was read a third time, by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the discharge of John Burgin from im- 
prisonment;” and, no amendment having been 
made, it was reported to the House, ordered to a 
third reading, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act respecting the punishment of piracy ;” and, 
no amendment having been made, it was reported 
to the House, ordered to a third reading, and 
passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for carrying into effect the Convention of 
Navigation and Commerce between the Uni 

States and France, concluded at Washington, on 
the 24th day of June, 1822 ;” and, no amendment 
having been made thereto, it was reported to the 
House, and ordered to a third reading, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Charles Carr, of Kentucky 
late paymaster to Colonel Dudley’s regiment of 
Kentucky militia; and no amendment having 
been made thereto, it was reported to the House, 
ordered to a third reading, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the public build- 
ings, together with the amendment re 
to 


rted there- 
the Committee on Finance; and, the amend- 


ment having been agreed to, the bill was reported 
to the House, amended, accordingly; and, the 
same being concurred in, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the resolution to di- 
rect the withholding of the compensation of cer- 
tain prize agents; and, the same having been 
amended, it was reported to the House, read a 
third time, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the resolution con- 
cerning the- Indians in the Territory of Florida, 
and on motion, it was laid on the table. 


MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS. 
The Senate took up, in Committee of the 


Whole, the bill making appropriations for the 
Military Establishment for the year 1823. 


The Committee of Finance, to which this bill 


had been referred in the Senate, amongst other 
items, reported an amendment making an appro- 
priation of $50,000 for the extinguishment of cer- 


tain Indian reservations of land in the State of 
Georgia. [This is the same proposition which 
was so fully discussed in the House of Representa- 
tives when the same bill was under consideration, 
and was lost by a small majority.] 

On the question of concurring in this amend- 
ment a debate arose of considerable extent— 
Messrs. Hotmes of Maine, Evtrort, Macon, Van 
Buren, and CHanDLer, supporting the appropria- 
tion, and Mr. LaANMAN opposing it, chiefly on the 
ground that the act was, at this time, premature 
and unnecessary. The amendment was agreed 
to without a division. 

The other amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee of Finance having been discussed and 
adopted— 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, offered as an amend- 
ment an additional section, authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to apply the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation of 1820 for the ful- 
filment of the Choctaw treaty, in obtaining a 
modification of that treaty, so as to remove the 
Choctaw Indians beyond the limits of the Terri- 
tory of Arkansas. 
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This amendment was supported by Messrs. 
Jounson of Louisiana, Benton, and Kine of 
Alabama, and it was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and passed. 

OFFICE OF MEASURER. 


The bill to abolish the office of measurer in the 
collection of the revenue, and assigning the du- 
ties thereof to the inspectors, was taken up. 

Mr. Hoimes, of Maine, explained to the Senate 
the grounds on which the bill was predicated, and 
which rendered it expedient. 


so stated by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Luioyp, of Massachusetts, doubting the ex- 
pediency of pulling down a system of thirty years 
Standing, on such short notice, and questioning, 
altogether, from his present information, the pro- 
priety of the arrangement proposed by the bill, he 
Was opposed to it, and entered into some state- 
ments to show why he deemed it inexpedient. He 
a it, however, principally, on the ground 
that there was not time properly to investigate the 

subject now, and moved the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill. 

Mr. Sairn, of Maryland, advocated the bill on 
account of the large amount it would save in the 
collection of the revenue. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, moved to lay the 
bill on the table, but the motion was negatived— 
ayes 17, noes 18. 

Some further debate followed on the bill, in 
which Mr. Hotes, of Maine, supported the bill, 
and Mr. Parrott opposed it, who controverted, 
by calculations and reasoning, the facts and ar- 
guments urged in favor of the bill. Mr. Luoyp 
added some remaks, to show that, if the offices 
were united, the number of inspectors must be in- 
creased in proportion to the number of measurers 
abolished, so that no saving would take place. 
He also read a resolution (subjoined) which he | 
should offer, if the bill were postponed. 

The question being taken on the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill, it was carried—ayes 19, 
noes 12. 

Mr. Lxoyp, of Massachusetts, then offered the 
following resolution, which was read and adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to cause to be laid before the Senate, at the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, the 
amount received by every officer in the customs, from 
his per diem and every other allowance to which he is 
entitled, in consequence of his official employment ; 
and whether any offices may not be abolished consist- 

ent with the public interest. | 


The last clause of the resolution was added at 
the suggestion of Mr. Hotes, of Maine. 


The Senate, then adjourned to five o’clock this 
evening. 





Five o'clock, P. M. 


Saea that the office was aie. oe wea bad een act for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens and others om 
? ’ 


vice of the United States in the late war, who haye 
been placed on the pension list since the last ses. 
sion, &c., which report was ordered to be printed, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “Ay 
act for the relief of Woodson Wren; and no 
amendment having been made thereto, it was re. 
ported to the House, read a third time, and passed, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the following bills, with amendments, in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate: “Ap 


“An act for the punishment of frauds committed 
on the Government of the United States ;” “Ap 
act to continue in force the act, entitled ‘An act 
to provide for reports of decisions of the Supreme 
Court,’ passed the third day of March, 1817,” 
“An act granting to the State of Alabama the 
right of pre-emption to certain quarter sections of 
land.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens 
and others,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the punishment of frauds 
upon the Government of the United States,” and 
concurred therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to continue in force the act, en- 
titled ‘An act to provide for reports of decisions 
of the Supreme Court,’ passed the 3d day of April, 
1817,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act granting to the State of Alabama 
theright of pre-emption to certain sections of land,” 
and concurred therein. 

The Senate preceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act granting to the State of Alabama 
the right of pre-emption to certain quarter sec- 
tions of land,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to ‘An act for the better organ- 
ization of the courts of the United States, within 
the State of New York ;” and, no amendment 
having been made, it was reported to the House, 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


act for the relief of Nathan Branson ;” and, ne 
amendment having been made, it was reporied to 
the House, read a third time, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
| act for the relief of Sophia B. Ford, Nathan Ford, 
/and Jacob Arnold, jr., administrators of the estate 


A repert was received from the Secretary of of Mahlon Ford, deceased ;” and, no amendment 
War, rendered in obedience to the resolution of | having been made, it was reported to the House, 
the Senate of the 27th February, exhibiting the | read a third time, and passed. 


number of officers and soldiers disabled in the ser- | 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of James H. Clark ;” and, no 
amendment having been made, it was reported to 
the House, read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to remit the instalments due on cer- 
tain lots in Shawneetown, in the State of Illinois,” 
together with the amendments reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands; and the same hav- 
ing been agreed to, the bill was reported to the 
House, amended accordingly ; and, the amend- 
ments being concurred in, the bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 

[The title was amended so as to strike out 
“ Commissioner of the General Land Office,” and 
insert, in lieu thereof, “ Secretary of the Treasury.” 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to carr 
treaty concluded between the United States and 
Spain, the 22d day of February, 1819;” and, the 


same having been amended, it was reported to the | 


House ; and, the amendment being concurred in, 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act providing for the examination of the titles to 
land in that part of the State of Louisiana situated 


and, the same having been amended, it was re- 


into effect the ninth article of the | 


Proceedings. 
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| Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


act for the establishment of a Territorial govern- 


| ment in Florida, and for other purposes ;” amd, no 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


amendment having been made thereto, it was re- 
ported to the House, read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


| act to discontinue certain post roads and to estab- 
| lish others ;” and the same having been amended, 


it was reported to the House sae and, 
the amendments being concurred in, the bill was 


| read a third time, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


| act to authorize the laying out and opening cer- 


tain public roads in the Territory of Florida;” 


‘and, on motion, it was laid on the table. 


Mr. Howes, of Maine, from the Committee on 


| Finance, to which was referred the bill, entitled 


“An act making appropriations for certain fortifi- 
cations of the United States for the year 1823, and 
for other purposes,” reported the same with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, offered an amend- 
ment, for the purpose of appropriating the sum of 


| twenty-nine thousand one hundred and seventy- 
eight dollars for completing the barracks and other 


| Louisiana, and explained at some len 


public buildings at Baton Rouge, in the State of 
gth the ne- 


_cessity of the appropriation, and earnestly enforced 
between the Rio Hondo and iie Sabine river;” | 


ported to the House; and the amendment being | 


concurred in, the bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of John Coffee ;” and, no amend- 
ment having been made thereto, it was reported 
to the House, read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | 
act to establish an additional land office in the Ter- | 
ritory of Michigan ;” and, no amendment having | 


been made thereto, it was reported to the House, 
read a third time, and passed. 


the adoption of the amendment. 
Mr. Houmes, of Maine, and Mr. Macon, op- 
posed it. Mr. Jonnson, of Louisiana, Mr. Brown, 


‘of Louisiana, and Mr. Benton, replied, and sup- 
| ported theamendment. Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, 
-and Mr. Van Buren, added a few words in favor 
of the appropriation. The amendment was adopt- 


ed. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading 


as amended, and passed. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 1 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | 
act to authorize and empower the Secretary of the | 


Department of the Treasury to sell the public lots 
and other property belonging to the United States, 
in the District of Columbia ;” and, on motion, it 
was laid on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Postmaster General to pay for 
certain repairs to the General Post Office, and to 
keep the engine house, the fire engine, and appara- 
tus, In repair ;” and, no amendment having been 
made thereto, it was reported to the House, read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning invalid pensions ;” and the further 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—11 


ascertaining claims and titles to 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act for the relief of the heirs of Alexander 
Montgomery, deceased ;” and also the resolution 
directing the printing of the Journal of Congress 
from the 5th day of September, 1774, to the 3d 
day of November, 1786, with amendments, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the last 
mentioned resolution: whereupon, resolved that 
they do not concur therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the last 
mentioned bill, and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act amending and supplementary to the act for 

lead in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, and to provide for the survey 


and disposal of the public loans in Florida ;” and 


the same having been amended, it was reported 
to the House; and, the amendments being con- 


; ; : | curred in, the bill was read a third time, and 
consideration thereof was indefinitely postponed. | 


The Senate resumed, as i Committee of the ' 


passed. 
A message from the House informed the Senate 
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eee Se od 
that the House insist on their amendment to the 
resolution directing the printing of the Journal of | from the further consideration thereof, respect. 
Congress from the 5th day of September, 1774, to | ively, and the bill was laid on the table. 
the 3d day of November, 1786. | On motion by Mr. Nose, the Committee op 

Whereupon, on motion, it was Resolved, That Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
the Senate adhere to their disagreement to the | Richard Fordham, were discharged from the fur. 
~~ ment. | ther consideration thereof. 

r. Barton, from the Committee of Claims,to; On motion by Mr. Hotmes ei 

which was referred the bill, entitled “An act for | Committee on Piaaaee to wake wee ma 
the relief of Thaddeus Mayhew,” reported the} the petition of Benjamin Desobry; the memorial 


same without amendment; and, on his motion, | of the Legislature of Louisiana, in relation to the 
it was laid on the table. | act of Congress of 1819, providing that foreign 
_ A message from the House of Representatives | eoins should cease to be current in the Unite 
informed the Senate that the House adhere to| States; the instructions of the Legislature of Ala- 


their amendment to the resolution directing the | hama, in relation to a tonnage duty on all vessel; 
ore the Journal of Congress, from the 5th | coming to the ports of Mobile and Blakeley; the 
day of September, 1774, to the 3d day of Novem-| memorial of the same Legislature, requesting a 
ber, 1786. : treaty may be held with the Cherokee nation of 
[This being the last day of the session but one, | Indians; and, also, the resolution in relation to 
and the joint rule of Congress forbidding that any | the silver coins of Mexico, were discharged from 
bill shall be presented to the President of the | the further consideration thereof, respectively. 
— States, for his approbation, on the last day, Having received official information that the 
ees continued in session until near thace President of the United States had approved the 


o’clock in the morning, considering the remaining | bills 4 for his si 
bills from the other House; and in reading the | “°YCt® 2s alge terete Ne -)-guerke 


third time and passing those bills which had pre- | The Senate appointed Mr. Macon and Mr. 


: Ai ws Kina, of New York, to give the customary notice 
ieee, and to-day, been ordered to “| to the President of ‘the United States, that they 


had completed all the legislative business before 
them, and were ready to adjourn. 
Monpay, March 3. | The Senate then went into the consideration of 
On motion by Mr. Barsour, the Committee on | Executive business, and continued so occupied 
the District of Columbia, to which was referred | until half past 3 o’clock; when they adjourned to 
the memorial of Robert Young and Richard | 6 o’clock, P. M. 
Bland Lee; and the Committee on Foreign Re-| At six o’clock the Senate resumed its session, 
lations, to which was referred the bill, entitled | and continued with closed doors (deliberating on 
“An act to repeal the third section of the act, en-| Executive nominations, it was understood,) until 
titled ‘An act supplementary to an act, entitled! a late hour; when the Senate adjourned sine die. 
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY 
OF WASHINGTON, MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1822. 


Monpay, December 2, 1822. 


At 12 o’clock, precisely, the Speaker, (Mr. P. 
P. Barsour, of Virginia,) took the chair, and 
Mr. Samvuet Burcs, principal clerk in the office 
of Clerk of the House of Representatives, called 
over the roll of members, when it appeared that 
the following members were present, viz: 

From Maine.—Joshua Cushman, Joseph Dane, Ebe- 
nezer Herrick, Mark L. Hill, Enoch Lincoln, and Wil- 
liam D. Williamson. 

From New Hampshire.—Josiah Butler, Matthew | 
Harvey, Aaron Matson, William Plumer, jr., Na- 
thaniel Upham, and Thomas Whipple, jr. 

From Massachusetts —Samuel C. Allen, Francis | 
Baylies, Lewis Bigelow, Henry W. Dwight, William 
Eustis, Timothy Fuller, Benjamin Gorham, Aaron 
Hobart, Jeremiah Nelson, John Reed, and Jonathan 
Russell. 

From Rhode Island.—Job Durfee, and Samuel 
Eddy. 

From Connecticut.—Noyes Barber, Henry W. Ed- 
wards, John Russ, Ansel Sterling, Ebenezer Stoddard, 
and Gideon Tomlinson. 

From Vermont.—Samuel C. Crafts, Elias Keys, 
Rollin C. Mallary, John Mattocks, and Phineas 
White. 

From New York.—Ciurchill C. Cambreleng, Samuel 
Campbell, Alfred Conkling, John D. Dickinson, John | 
Gebhard, James Hawks, Thomas H. Hubbard, Joseph 
Kirkland, Elisha Litchfield, Richard McCarty, Walter | 
Patterson, Jeremiah H. Pierson, Nathaniel Pitcher, | 
William B. Rochester, Charles H. Ruggles, Cadwal- 
lader D. Colden, Micah Sterling, John W: Taylor, 
Albert H. Tracy, Stephen Van Rensselaer, William | 
W. Van Wyck, Reuben H. Walworth, Silas Wood, | 
and David Woodcock. 

From New Jersey.—Ephraim Bateman, George Cas- 
sedy, Lewis Condict, George Holcombe, James Mat- 
lack, and Samuel Swan. 

From Pennsylvania.—John Brown, William Dar- 
lington, George Denison, Samuel Edwards, Patrick 
Farrelly, John Findlay, Samuel Gross, Joseph Hemp- 
hill, James McSherry, James 8. Mitchell, Thomas Mur- 
ray, jr. Thomas Patterson, John Phillips, George 
Plumer, Thomas J. Rogers, and John Tod. 

From Delaware.—Louis McLane. 

From Maryland.—Philip Reed, Joseph Kent, Peter 
Little, John Nelson, Samuel Smith, Henry R. War- 
field, and Robert Wright. 








From Virginia.—Mark Alexander, William 8. Ar- 
cher, Burwell Bassett, Robert S. Garnett, Edward B. 
Jackson, James Jones, William McUoy, Charles F. 
Mercer, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, John’ Ran- 
dolph, Arthur Smith, Alexander Smyth, Andrew Ste- 
venson, George Tucker, and Jared Williams. 

From North Carolina.—William 8S. Blackledge, 
Hutchins G. Burton, Henry Conner, Weldon N. Ed- 
wards, Thomas H. Hall, Charles Hooks, John Long, 
Archibald McNeil, Romulus Sanders, Felix Walker, 
and Lewis Williams. 

From South Carolina.—Joseph Gist, Thomas R. 
Mitchell, Starling Tucker, and John Wilson. 

From Georgia.—Joel Abbot, George R. Gilmer, Ed- 
ward F. Tatnall, and Wiley Thompson. 

From Kentucky.—James D. Breckenridge, Benja- 
min Hardin, Francis Johnson, John T. Johnson, Thos. 
Metcalfe, ‘"homas Montgomery, Anthony New, David 
Trimble, and Samuel H. Woodson. 

‘rom Tennessee.—Robert Allen, Newton Cannon, 
John Cocke, Francis Jones, and John Rhea. 

From Ohio.—Levi Barber, David Chambers, Thos. 
R. Ross, John Sloane, and Joseph Vance. 

From Louisiana.—Josiah Stoddard Johnston. 

From Mississippi.—Christopher Rankin. 

From Illinois.—Daniel P. Cook. 

From Alabama.—Gabriel Moore. 

From Missouri.—John Scott. 


The following new members appeared, to wit: 


From Maine—Mark Harris, in the room of Ezekiel 
Whitman, resigned. 

From Pennsylvania.— W alter Forward, in the room 
of Henry Baldwin, resigned; and Thomas Forrest, in 
the room of William Milnor, resigned. 

From Delaware.—Daniel Rodney, in the room of 
Cesar A. Rodney, resigned. 

‘rom Virginia.—James Stephenson, in the room of 
Thomas Van Swearingen, deceased ; and 

From Indiana—Jonathan Jennings, in the room 

of William Hendricks, resigned— 


Who severally produced their credentials, were 
qualified, and took their seats. 

James Woopson Bares. the Delegate from 
the Territory of Arkansas, also appeared and took 
his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Tay cor, of New York, a 
message was ordered to be sent to the Senate, in- 
forming that body that a quorum of this House 
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was formed, and was ready to proceed to busi- 


On motion of Mr. Taytor, also, it was order- 
ed, that a committee be appointed, to act jointly 
with such committee as may be appointed by the 
Senate, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that the two Houses were 
in session, and ready to receive any communica- 
tion which he might have to make to them. 


BALLOTING FOR CLERK. 


After receiving a message from the Senate, by 
their Secretary, that they had formed a quorum— 

On motion of Mr. Tay tor, it was ordered, that 
the House do now proceed to the election of a 
Clerk, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Thomas Dougherty, esquire, late Clerk of this 
House. 


This being an office to which persons other than 


members of the House may be elected, nomina- 
tions of candidates are, by the rules of the House, 
_Tequired previous to election ; and twenty persons 
were nominated as candidates for the office. 

The balloting took place. 

Mr. Hitt, from the Committee of Tellers, re- 
ported, that the whole number of votes given in 
was 154, of which William Milnor received 14, 
Samuel Burch 10, Levi H. Clarke 19, B.S. Cham- 
bers 17,8. D. Franks 15, Tobias Watkins 12, 
Robert Temple 13, Edward W. Du Val 5, S. A. 
Foot 9, James H. Pleasants 13, Mr. Briggs 5, J. 
S. Williams 4, M. St. C. Clarke 9, and of the other 
votes nct more than three were given to any can- 
didate. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee appointed to 
wait on the President of the United States, report- 
ed that the committee had performed that duty, 
and had received for answer that the President 
would, to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, make a commu- 
nication to the House in writing. 

Another balloting then took place for Clerk, 
the result of which was as follows: Whole num- 
ber of votes 140; for Mr. Temple 15, Mr. Foot 
9, Mr. L. H. Clarke 22, Mr. Milnor 12, Mr. 
Franks 13, Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke, 12, Mr. 
Burch 6, Mr. Watkins 10, Mr. Chambers 20, Mr. 
Goldsborough 4, Mr. Pleasants 13; no one other 
person voted for having more than three of the re- 
maining votes. 

A third balloting then took place, which result- 
ed as follows: Whole number 149; for Mr. Tem- 

le 23, Mr. Foot 8, Mr. L. H. Clarke 24, Mr. 
ilnor 9, Mr. Franks 13, Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke 
14, Mr. Watkins 12, Mr. Chambers 20, Mr. 
Pleasants 15, no one other person voted for hav- 
ing received more than four votes. 

A fourth balloting then took place, in which Mr. 
Temple received 28 votes, Mr. Foot 6, Mr. L. H. 
Clarke 26, Mr. Milnor 7, Mr. Franks 8, Mr. M. 
St. C. Clarke, 17, Mr. Goldsborough 7, Mr. Wat- 
kins 6, Mr. Chambers 25, Mr. Pleasants 17. 

A fifth balloting took place, which gave to Mr. 
Temple 46 votes, Mr. L. H. Clarke 21, Mr. Franks 


10, Mr. M. St. C. Clarke 21, Mr. Chambers jas afterwards appeared. 
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The sixth bailoting _ to Mr. Temple 54 
Mr. L.. H. Clarke 12, Mr. Chambers 29, Mr. MW’ 
St. C. Clarke, 24, Mr. Pleasants 17, Mr. Franks 
9, and 3 scattering votes. 

The House then adjourned, without, having 
made an election of Clerk. 





Tugespay, December 3. 


Several other members, to wit: From Connee- 
ticut, Danie, Burrows; from New York, Cuas, 
Borvanp, jr., and Joun J. Morgan; from Mary- 
land, Rapwaet Neace; from Virginia, Wittiay 
Smiru, Joun Fioyp, and Tuomas L. Moone; 
from Kentucky, Joan Sreep Smits; and from 
Ohio, Jonn W. CampBeELt, appeared and took 
their seats. 

The Speaker laid before the House letters from 
the Secretaries of the State, Treasury, War, and 
Navy Departments, and from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, each transmitting a report of the number of 
officers and messengers retained in their respective 

departments, which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania, 
enclosing authentic returns of the election of 
Tomas Forrest, Samvuet D. Incuam, and Wat- 
TER ForwarD, to serve in this House as Repre- 
sentatives of that State in the room of WILLIAM 
Mitnor, Samuet Moors, and Henry Batpwiy, 

| who have resigned ; which letter and returns were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, which was read, and com- 

‘mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, and five thousand copies there- 
| of, with the accompanying documents, ordered to 
be printed for the use of the members of this 
House. 

[For this Message, see Senate proceedings, ante 
page 12.) 

ELECTION OF CLERK. 


The House then proceeded to ballot (the 7th 
time) for a person to fill the vacancy of Clerk of 
the House, in the place of the late Thomas 
Dougherty, Esq., and the votes were as follows: 
For Robert Temple, 46 For JohnH. Pleasants, 12 

B.8. Chambers, 26 William Milnor, 11 
Levi H. Clarke, 19 M. St. C. Clarke, 5* 
S. D. Franks, 16 Tobias Watkins, 3 
Samuel A. Foot, 13 

The eighth ballot gave— 


For Mr. Temple, 47 For Mr. Foot, 16 
Mr. Chambers, 25 Mr. Pleasants, 3 
Mr. L. H. Clarke, 5 Mr. Milnor, 9 
Mr. Franks, 20 Mr. St. C. Clarke, 29 


The ninth ballot gave— 
For Mr. Temple, 50 For Mr. Foot, 16 
Mr. Chambers, 23 Mr. St. C, Clarke, 45 
Mr. Franks, 15 





* In this report of the Tellers, there was an error, 
The votes placed to the 


28, Mr. Pleasants 8, and there were 9 scattering | credit of Levi H. Clarke were mostly intended for Mr. 


votes. 


'd. St. C. Clarke. 
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tenth ballot gave— 
no on Temple, on5 For Mr. Foot, 13 
Mr. Chambers, 7 Mr. St. C. Clarke, 71 
Mr. Franks, 2 


The eleventh ballot gave— 

For Mr. St. C. Clarke, 98 For Mr. Temple, 48 
Scattering, 4 : 

So Matruew St. Cuiain Crarke, having a 
majority of all the votes, was declared by the 
Speaker to be duly elected Clerk of this House. 

Mr: CiarkKeE accordingly attended, and was 
sworn into office. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. Litre, it was ordered that 
the Speaker be directed to appoint the Standing 
Committees of this House, when the following 
Standing Committees were announced : 

Committee of Elections—Mr. Sloane, Mr. Ed- 
wards of North Carolina, Mr. Kirkland, Mr. 
Moore of Virginia, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Mallary, and 
Mr. Tucker of South Carolina. 

Committee of Ways and M:ans.—Mr. Smith of 
Maryland, Mr. McLane, Mr. Mitchell of South 
Carolina, Mr. Jones of Tennessee, Mr. Thomp- 
son, Mr. Andrew Stevenson, and Mr. Cambre- 


leng. 
Committee of Claims.—Mr. Williams of North 


Standing Committees. 
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Committee on Indian Affairs —Mr. eee 
Bigelow, Mr. Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

cer, Mr. McCarty, Mr. Williamson, and Mr. Wil- 
liams of Virginia. 

Committee on Foreign Sire Se Russell, Mr. 
Wright, Mr. Trimble, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Archer, 
Mr. Farrelly, and Mr. Rodney. 

Committee on Military Affairs.—Mr. Eustis, Mr. 
Cocke, Mr. Walworth, Mr. Darlington, Mr. Smith 
of Kentucky, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. Mattocks. 

Committee on Naval Affairs—Mr. Fuller, Mr. 
Randolph, Mr. Gilmer, Mr. Colden, Mr. War- 
field, Mr. Plumer of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
Harvey. 

Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Mr. Ross, Mr. Hawks, and Mr. Brown of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Committee on Accounts.—Mr. Allen of Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Swan and Mr. Ruggles. 

On motion of Mr. H11t, the Clerk was directed 
to cause the members of this House to be furnished 
with such newspapers as they may elect; the ex- 
pense of each member not to exceed the price of 
three daily papers. 





Wepnespay, December 4. 
Another member, to wit: from North Carolina, 


Carolina, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Edwards of Connec- | Jostan Crupvp, appeared, and took his seat. 


ticut, Mr. Litchfield, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Matson, 
and Mr. Reed of Maryland. 

Committee of Commerce—Mr. Newton, Mr. Tom- 
linson, Mr. Hill, Mr. Abbot, Mr. Morgan, Mr. 
Hardin, and Mr. Durfee. 

Committee of Public Lands.—Mr. Rankin, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Cook, Mr. Cannon, Mr. Sterling of 
New York, Mr. Bassett, and Mr. Jennings. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.—Mr. 
Francis Johnson, Mr. Hooks, Mr. Gross, Mr. Stod- 
dard, Mr. Campbell of New York, Mr. Bateman, 
and Mr. Wilson. 

Committee for the District of Columbia.—Mr. Kent, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Neale, Mr. Matlack, Mr. Patter- 
son of Pennsylvania, Mr. Rochester, and Mr. 
James Stephenson. 

Committee on the Judiciary—Mr. Nelson of Vir- 
ginia, Mr. Plumer of New Hampshire, Mr. Dick- 
mson, Mr. Burton, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Johnston of 
Louisiana, and Mr. Hemphill. 

Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims.— 
Mr. Rhea, Mr. Little, Mr. Eddy, Mr. Allen of 
Tennessee, Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Hubbard, and 
Mr. Barber of Ohio. 

Committee on Public Expenditures—Mr. Mont- 

omery, Mr. Dwight, Mr. Crafts, Mr. Gebhard, 

r. Gist, Mr. Tatnall, and Mr. Harris. 

Committee on Private Land Claims.—Mr. Camp- 
bell of Ohio, Mr. Conkling, Mr. Moore of Alabama, 
Mr. Upham, Mr. Sterling of Connecticut, Mr. 
Crudup, and Mr. Van Rensselaer. 

Committee on Manufactures.—Mr. Tod, Mr. 
Woodson, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Conner, Mr. Nelson 
of Maryland, Mr. Condict, and Mr. Forward. 

_ Committee on Agriculture—Mr. Butler, Mr. Bay- 
lies, Mr. Garnett,'Mr. McNeil, Mr. Vance, Mr. 
Findlay, and Mr. New. 


A new member, to wit: from South Carolina, 
Anprew R. Govan, elected to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of James Overstreet, ap- 
peared, produced his credentials, was qualified, 
and took his seat. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of prescribing by law a mode b 
which the Senators and Representatives and Del- 
| egates in Congress shall receive their compensa- 
; and also a mode by which the contingent 


expenses of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives shall be liquidated. 

On motion of Mr. Moors, of Alabama, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing the State of Ala- 
bama three Representatives, in conformity with 
the section of the act, entitled “An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sev- 
eral States, according to the fourth census.” 

Mr. BaTEeMAN proposed to proceed to-morrow 
to elect a Chaplain on the part of this House; but 
the joint resolution on the subject not having yet 
come down from the Senate, Mr. B. walneal his 
motion for the present. : 

On motion of Mr. Watworrtn, the credentials 
of the newly-elected members were referred to the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections. 


THE MILITIA. 


Mr. Wuippte, of New Hampshire, offered for 
consideration the following resolution : 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act making provision for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of the militia of the United Sta tes 
passed April 23, 1808, so that the arms, provided in 
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virtue of said act, and transmitted to the several States 


this Union, and the Territories thereof, 
aa ie oeah State and Territery, be deposited and 
kept in proper arsenals, to be provided by such State 
or Territory, to be delivered to the militia thereof only 
when they may be called into actual service. 


Mr. Taytor, of New York, suggested that the 
committee to be appointed on the general subject 
of this resolution would seem to be the proper one 
to which to refer the consideration of this resolu- 
tion. At the last session, Mr. T. had himself 
been of opinion that all subjects connected with 
the militia and with the army, should be referred 
to the same committee. But, on the motion of a 

mtleman from Tennessee, a different direction 

d been given to them, so as to refer to separate 
committees what related to the militia and to the 
army. This course having been pursued at the 
first session of the present Congress, he thought 
it ought to be persevered in at this session, to the 
end that the same gentlemen, or nearly the same, 
being appointed on the same committees, the 
House might have the advantage of the informa- 
tion gained and the reflection Sosemed upon the 
subjects at the last session. For the present, there- 
fore, he moved that this resolve should lie on the 
table, until the committees should have been ap- 
pointed on the President’s Message. 

Mr. WuipPLe assenting to this course, the re- 
solve was ordered to lie on the table. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Taytor, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the President’s Message—Mr. Conpicr being 
called to the Chair. 

Mr. Tay.or proposed the following resolves: 

1. Resolved, That so much of the Message of the 
President of the United States as relates to the Con- 
vention of Navigation and Commerce between the 
United States and France, and the commerce between 
the United States and the British colonies, be refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the ninth article of the Treaty with 
Spain, by which Florida was ceded to the United 
States, be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

3. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the subject of revenue, be referred tu 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

4. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the Military Establishment, the Aca- 
demy at West Point, fortifications, and arsenals, be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

5. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to organizing, arming, and disciplin- 
ing the Militia, be referred to a select committee. 

6. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the Navy and the suppression of 
piracy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

7. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
be referred to a select committee. 

8. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the execution of the “Act to abolish 


—_—__ 
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the United States Trading Establishments,” and the 
condition of the Indians in the Territory of Florida, 
be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes. 
sage as relates to Manufactures, and the appointment 
of an agent to superintend the lead mines, be referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

10. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Meg. 
sage as relates to the Cumberland Road, be referred to 
a select committee. 

11. Resolved, That the said select committees have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

These resolves were agreed to without debate 
or opposition, and, the Speaker having resumed 
the Chair, they were all in like manner concurred 
in, with the exception of that which refers to the 
African slave trade. 

That resolution being before the House— 

Mr. Waicut, of Maryland, said, that his desire 
to have the resolution relative to the African slave 
trade considered by itself did not proceed from 
any objection to that resolution, but from a desire 
to impress the House with its importance, and 
lead to such measures as might effectually, as far 
as depended on the American Government, effect 
the entire suppression of the slave trade. The 
American people, coevally with the formation of 
their Government, by an article of that instrument, 
laid the foundation for the suppression of that ne- 
farious traffic, against which every American 
heart revolts. 

This subject, Mr. W. said, had been referred 
to select committees at the last two sessions of 
Congress, which had each represented the facts 
deemed important by them, and severally recom- 
mended a resolution, “that the President be re- 
quested to enter into such arrangements as he may 
deem suitable and proper, with one or more of the 
maritime Powers of Europe, for the effectual abo- 
lition of the slave trade.” By some of these Pow- 
ers, it had been thought indispensable, to effect 
that object, that a right of search should be granted 
to a certain number of ships of the contesting 
parties of equal force, especially licensed, an 
within a certain limit authorized to exercise that 
right. The American Government had felt an 
indisposition to adopt that mode, from apprehen- 
sions that it might be abused, and from a doubt of 
their Constitutional powers. Mr. W. said it would 
be found that this is the only effective measure to 
secure that important purpose ; and he hoped that 
the committee might, at an early period, bring 
this subject before us in a shape to lead to sucha 
direction to it as may produce the philanthropic 
effect; and that America, who led the way in this 
great work of humanity, may be able, within the 
powers delegated by the Constitution, to act in 
concert with the European Powers engaged in the 
suppression of that traffic; and, if it shall be 
found that they cannot be exercised under our 
Constitution, that it may be so altered as to leave 
no impediment to so desirable an object. 

Mr. Taytor said that the importance of this 
subject could not be denied; and the motives 
which had induced him to propose the appoint- 
ment of a select committee on the subject of the 
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slave trade, had been in a good degree stated by — imposing duties on imports and tonnage, were 


the gentleman from Maryland. The question of 
the m asures necessary for the suppression of pi- 
had been referred to the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, one of the standing committees of the 
House, because that subject was not supposed to 
involve any important question of national law. 
But the subject of measures for the suppression of 
the slave trade was one of the most difficult and 
delicate, as well as important, that could be 
brought before the Legislature. It was with a 
view of having the subject fully investigated, in 
order to ascertain whether a just, safe, and hon- 
orable arrangement might not be made with other 
Governments, to effect its total suppression, that 
he had wished it to be referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Wricur added, that he discovered, from 
the report from Sierra Leone, that two hundred 
free blacks had been taken by the brig Camper- 
down, and a great number of free negroes from 


discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
and the bill was recommitted to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Breckenaines, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a manufactory 
of arms on the Western waters. 

On motion of Mr. Wuipp.ie, the House 
ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by bins 
yesterday, and laid on the table; and being mod- 
ified by the mover, by substituting the Committee 
on the Militia for the Committee on Military 

Affairs, was in.that shape agreed to by the House. 


CLAIM OF BEAUMARCHAIS. 


Mr. A. Stevenson, of Virginia, called the atten- 
tion of the House to a communication made ata 
late period of the last session of Congress, by the 
President of the United States, transmitting to 
the House the correspondence which had taken 
the same place, by the schooner Mulatto. Vide rm between the French Government and the 
45th page Report last session. He had particu- nited States relative to the claim of the heirs of 

: .| Beaumarchais. The subject had then been refer- 
larly adverted to this subject, he — with a sin oul’ ce a axtdiet eae which did not report 
cere 25 to enlist the sympathies of this House, H a that the sakicenie 
and to lead to such an investigation of the facts, “nee gs pag ehatpeshotcd ma e subject be again 
Siena abel a opieet traffie. “gata Mr. Conpicr suggested that the better course 

Mr. Cannon, Mr. McCarry, Mr. BinoLay, Mr. Solas investigation, and made a motion 

z Smirn, Mr. Joun T. Jounson, Mr. San- | acco 
a wk at» sen of Massachusetts, were ap- Mr. WituiaMs, of North Carolina said that this 
’ 
a eee er ne 
ursuance of the fifth resolution 
tae, es Mr. Putuuips, Mr. Govan, Mr. | the questions it embraced of such magnitude and 
Borvanp, Mr. Sonne of Virginia, Mr. Haut, and | difficulty) that it ought not to take the course of 
Mr. Herrick, were appointed a committee on the pagers, cases of claims, but ca re vane 
subject of the slave:trade, in pursuance of the sev- | @ select rer e pe peace aii at 
enth resolution. no committee could properly examine the ques- 

Mr. Hempuit., Mr. Pircuer, Mr. Russ, Mr. wat te oie oe Da yy I without devoting 
Jackson, Mr. Lone, Mr. CusuMman, and Mr. | 2 c 
Srewart, were appointed a committee on the | Mr. Stevenson further supported the reference 
subject of the Cumberland road, in pursuance of | to a select a ae preterence to the stand- 
the tenth resolution. ing committee ox 

| The question on referring it to the Committee 
a _ of Claims was taken, and decided in the negative. 
Tuurspay, December 5. | And the subject was referred to a select commit- 

Another member, to wit: from Pennsylvania, | tee of five members; and Mr. ANDREW STEVEN- 
Anprew Stewart, appeared, and took his seat. ! son, Mr. CAMBRELENG, Mr/é Francis JOHNSON, 

On motion of Mr. Hanoi, the Committee on | Mr. Dwicnt, and Mr. Hotcomer, were appointed 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the expe- | the said committee. 
ore of nee ees entry and uae ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN 
. “gg tee - Siione, ¥, Cincinnati.1o, Ohio, | The resolution from the Senate for the choice 

On motion of Mr. Hatt, the Committee on the | Sun Weollee wea Waban sagen Pires errg , 
Post Office and Post Roads were instructed to | And, on motion of Mr. Ba’ leas: the House pro- 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a post ceded 06" male’ a choice be Neties oF aCe 
route from Fayetteville, in North Carolina, to on its part. Mr. Cocke, foe his ccunialiall of 
og iy im Visgainy and: from thenes, up: the Tellers reported the following as the result of— 
ay, by steamboat carriage, to Baltimore, or such ’ 
other place as will be most convenient, at all sea- | The first ballot. 
sons of the year, to form a junction with the main | Rev. Mr. Allison - 38] Rev.Mr.Mclivaine - 
stage road. “ Peyton - 35 “ Breckenridge 

n motion of Mr. Smrrn, of Maryland, the “+: Post - 32 « Baker - 
Committee of the whole House, to which is com- ' Bryce - 14 “ Hunter - 
mitted the bill to revive and amend the several é' Chambers - 16 
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The second ballot. quire into the expediency of allowing such per. 
Rev. Mr. Breckenridge 32 | Rev. Mr. Peyton - 18] sons, who may have been stricken from the pen- 
« Allison - 29 ‘© Chambers - 7| sion roll, to make new application, and be placeq 
¢ —- Post - 27 “ Bryce - 6) thereon, on complying with the requisitions of the 

“  Melivaine - 27 | Scattering - - 5/ pension laws of 1818 and 1820. 





The third ballot. On motion of Mr. Cook, the Committee on the 








. : Public Lands were instructed to inquire whether 
Rev; Mr: ooo om anche Bae zi ; any, and, if any, what, alterations or. amend- 
mi Allibon - 20) Scattering - . 6 | ments of the act, entitled “An act providing for 
“ Post - 98 the correction of errors in making entries of land 
at the land offices,” are necessary to be made, so 
The fourth ballot. as to afford relief in all cases where such relief 
Rev. Mr, Breckenridge 69 | Rev. Mr. Post - - 18) ma be just and roper. 
“« -Mellvaine - 39 Scattering e.-..0y n motion of Mr McSuerry, the Committee 
“« Allison - 18 on the Public Lands were instructed to inquire 
The fifth ballot. into the expediency of extending the provisions of 
Rev. Mr. Breckenridge 97 | Rev. Mr. Post - g|the act for the relief of the purchasers of the 
Wittvsinn - 39 “« Aliens - 3| public lands, pee the 2d ot set 1821, so 
: 2 as to permit all such persons to avail themselves 
So the ere ase ananes, - ean of se ereviabin as sae not heretofore done so. 
was elected Chaplain on the part of this House. The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the Secretary of War of the 2d of May last, on 
Fripay, December 6. the petition of Moses Burseil : ae the 
Another member, to wit: from Virginia, Janez | report and petition were referred to the Commit- 
Lertwicsh, appeared, and took his seat. tee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims. 


- A new member, to wit: from Pennsylvania,| _On motion of Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the 
Samet D. Incuan, elected to supply the vacancy | Committee of the whole House to which is com- 
occasioned by the resignation of Samuel Moore, | mitted the bill supplementary to, and to amend, 
also appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. an act, entitled “An act to regulate the collection 
Sotomon Srstey, the Delegate from the Ter-| Of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed 2d of 
ritory of Michigan, also appeared, and took his | March, 1799, and to repeal an act supplementary 
seat. thereto, passed 20th of April, 1818, and for other 
On motion of Mr. Jounsron, of Louisiana, | purposes, reported to this House by the Committee 
the petitions of sundry inhabitants of the parish | 0f Ways and Means on the 12th of March last, 
of Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana, owners | were discharged from the further consideration 
of a tract of land called “ Bastrop’s Grant,” and | thereof, and the bill was recommitted to the Com- 
others on their behalf, heretofore presented on the | mittee of Ways and Means. 
9th and 30th of January, 1822, were referred toa| ‘The Committee of the whole House to which 
select committee ; and Messrs. McLane, IncHam, | is committed the report of the Committee of 
Tatnatt, Jones of Tennessee, and Brack-| Claims, of the last session, on the petition oi 
LEDGE, were appointed the said committee. | Nathaniel Childers, were discharged from the 
On motion of Mr. Cocke, the subject of Rev- | further consideration thereof, and the said report 
olutionary Pensions was referred to a select com- | and petition were recommitted to the Committee of 
mittee; and Messrs. Cocke, Horart, Cassepy, | Claims. k 
Burrows, Van Wyck, McSuerry, and Wat- | The Speaker laid before the House a report 
KER, Were appointed the said committee. | from the Postmaster General, stating the number 
On motion of Mr. Anprew Stevenson, the | of active and well qualified clerks and account- 
Committee on the Public Lands were instructed | ants which are necessary to perform the duties 
to inquire into the expediency of continuing for a | appertaining to his Vepartment, by giving a rea- 
further time the act, entitled “An act to extend | sonable, constant, and diligent attention to busi- 
the time for locating Virginia military land war- | ess ; made in obedience to a resolution of this 
rants, and returning surveys thereon to the Gene- , House of the 7th of May last; which was read, 
ral Land Office.” | and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
On motion of Mr. Newron, the Committee of | and Post Roads. 
the whole House to which is committed the bill, pispuRSEMENT OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
to provide for sick and disabled seamen, were dis- | O f Mr. Bass he H aan 
charged from the consideration thereof, and it was, V8 Motion of Mr. Basser, the Fouse t a 
recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. _, S°lved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
The House adjourned to Monday. | the bill, reported at the last session, “ concern- 
; ing the disbursement of public moneys.” 
The bill having been read— 
Monpay, December 9. Mr. Bassett, as a member of the committee 
Another member, to wit: from Massachusetts, which prepared this bill, stated the general views 
Samvuet Larurop, appeared, and took his seat. | on which it was founded. This bill, he said, had 
On motion of Mr. Mauiary, the Committee | been drawn with a great degree of caution, so as, 
on Revolutionary Pensions were directed to in-| by embracing all cases in which advances could 
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be necessary, to take away any possible objection | was of some magnitude, he thought the members 
which could be made against it ; and it had after- | ought to have an opportunity to examine it. He 
wards been submitted to the Treasury Department therefore, with this view, moved that the Com- 
to undergo any alterations which it might appear | mittee should rise. 
to require. The ee the public money | The Committee rose accordingly, and the bill 
was of that character, Mr. B. said, and the con- | was ordered to be printed. 

uent waste of it so enormous, that it was time THE MILITIA. 
for this House to look into it. At the last session | ‘The next business on the list of orders of the 
of peaneseets © catalogue of defalcations had been day was two bills, the one for disciplining the 
presented, which astonished everybody, embracing | militia of the United States, and the other for 
a range, the extent of which could hardly have clothing them at the public expense when called 
been conceived. Mr. B. recalled the attention of | jnty actual service. The House having resolved 
the House also to one or two facts stated in the | itself into a Committee of the Whole thereon, the 
President’s Message. The fact was there dis- | first of these bills was read. 
closed, that, at one time, accounts for one hun-| Mr. Cannon made a few remarks expressive of 
dred millions of dollars advanced for different | his conviction of the importance of the subject of 
objects remained unsettled. Such an amount, | the bill, and of his warmest desire to draw the 
ae on the personal responsibility of indi- | attention of the members to it. All that he now 
viduals, at once tells us how careful Congress | proposed in relation to it was, to incorporate in it 
ought to be in trusting so great an interest in the | the amendments which were recommended at the 
hands of public agents. If it had been found that | jast session, by the committee which reported it; 
this great trust had been confided to them without | after which he was willing that the bill should 
injury to the public interest, legislation on the | Jie on the table for the present, with a view to its 
subject might be less necessary ; but such was not being printed as amended. 
the fact. At the last session, the House was pre-| Mr. Reep, of Maryland, said that he did not 
sented with a large amount of balances due by | know that he should vote for the bill in any shape; 
individuals, and supposed to be lost ; and the Mes- | but he was certain he could not vote for it now, 
sage of the President spoke of several millions of | not having the bill before him, and not being able 
suspended accounts. Mr. B. said he had been | to understand it as read from the Chair. He 
told that, since the last session of Congress, public 


: | wished to have it printed, that the House might 
officers had gone off the stage of life considerably | act on it iidenthainaly.” S 


indebted to the Government—officers, too, in| Qn the suggestion of Mr. Lirris, the Commit- 
whom the greatest confidence had been placed. | tee rose, and the bill was recommitted to the 
This showed, he said, that it was time to change | Committee on the Militia, there to be amended, 
the present system. It was most obvious, if we | that it might be presented to the House at once in 
took the reason of the thing, the history of other the shape in which the Committee wished to 
countries, or the experience of this, that it was | have it. 
the dice, to ne a hing rigorous oven over On the other bill, a clothing the militia,) the 
e disbursements of public moneys. was more | ¢ 
than probable, Mr. B. spina that on the first | RR eens rr 
establishment of this Government, the different | AMERICAN CAPTIVES. 
State institutions having little connexion or sym-| The next bill in order was the bill reported at 
pathy with one another, it was not very easy to the last session, supplementary to the act for the 
transact the fiscal business of the nation, or to | relief of American captives during the late war; 
carry money from one part of it to the other, &c.; | and, on motion of Mr. S1s.ey, the House resolved 
but the Government had been now established for | itself into a Committee of the Whole on the sub- 
forty years, and every difficulty of that sort had [Jeet The bill was read through. 
ceased. Could it be right, on the plea of enabling | Mr. Stsxey briefly stated the object of the bill. 
the poor man to be employed in public service, | After the surrender of Detroit during the late war, 
that the public money should be put in jeopardy ? | and subsequent to the defeat afterwards sustained, 
It was not necessary, he said, that it should beso, | in 1813, many persons taken under our standard 
for the moment the Government makes a con- | were brought captive by the Indians to and through 
tract, the contractor has credit to the amount of | Detroit. The citizens of Detroit, moved at the 
his contract, and can borrow or buy upon that | spectacle, though themselves at the time in a state 


credit. It was not true, in fact, that advances 
were necessary, and it could not therefore be right 
to make them. These, Mr. B. said, were some of 
the general views which led the committee to pre- 

re the bill now under consideration, and present 
it to the House. If the bill were to go through 
the committee, without amendment, he should 
then, to afford to gentlemen all proper time to 
consider the subject, move to lay it on the table. 


Mr. Smrrua, of Maryland, suggested that few of 
the members had preserved the printed copies of 


the bill from the last session; and, as the subject 


of vassalage, exerted themselves to relieve the 
sufferers, and employed in that manner all the 
money they could raise. These facts were made 
known to Congress, and an act was passed to re- 
imburse to them the money thus advanced. But 
the act was of that narrow construction, that it 
was not at all calculated to give the relief con- 
templated by it. It required, in the first place, 
that the persons relieved from captivity should be 
American citizens ; which, in the first place, was 
hardly susceptible of proof, and, if it were, was 
not material, where the individuals were taken 
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under the American flag. Another requisition of | be requested to cause to be laid before this House " 
that law was, that written evidence of the amount | statement showing the amount of all moneys advanced 


paid, ora receipt for the ransom money, should 
roduced, to entitle to relief. Now, Mr. 8. 
wid, the money was paid to Indians; and every 
one must know that they give no receipts for ran- 
soms, and that such a receipt, if given, would be 
good for nothing, inasmuch as an Indian would 
as readily give a receipt for ten thousand dollars 
as for ten. In the agitation, alarm, and hurry of 
the times, the people did not calculate where or 
how they were to get their money again, and 
thought of nothing less than the taking receipts 
for it, &c. Besides, Mr. S. said, clothing was 
furnished to the captives, the season being inclem- 
ent, and they literally naked. For this, also, the 
citizens of Detroit ought to be remunerated. The 
claims embraced in this bill, he said, were alto- 

ther bottomed on humanity, and he trusted that 

e patriotic exertions made by the people of De- 
troit, whilst they themselves were oppressed by 
the presence of an enemy, would not be disre- 

rded, but that they would at length be repaid 

e money which they had advanced almost ten 
years ago. 

No other remarks being made on the bill, the 
Committee rose and reported it to the House, and 
it was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

The next subject in order was a resolution pro- 
posed at the last session for carrying into effect a 
certain agreement between the United States and 
Georgia. Before taking that up, however, a mo- 
tion was made to adjourn, and prevailed. 





Tuespay, December 10. 


Mr. Ross, from the Committee of Revisal and 
Unfinished Business made a report, in part, of such 
business as remained unfinished at the close of 
the late session of Congress, which report was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Watwortn, the Committee 
on Military Affairs was instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause to be delivered to Captain 
Aikin’s volunteers certain rifles promised them by 
Major General Macomb, for their gallantry and 

triotic services during the siege of Plattsburg, 
in September 1814. 

On motion of Mr. Wixtiamson, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of erecting a battery or other 
fortification on the west side of Penobscot river, 
in the town of Prospect, and State of Maine, near 
the head of Orphan Island, and opposite the Nar- 
rows, so called, in said river. 

On motion of Mr. Hempui tt, the bill, reported 
at the last session, entitled “A bill to procure the 
necessary surveys, plans, and estimates, on the 
subject of roads and canals,” was now referred to 
a Committee of the whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. Woopcock laid on the table the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 


by Government, on contracts or otherwise, either to 
agents, sub-agents, contractors, sub-contractors, or to 
individuals, since the Ist of January, 1816, which have 
not been accounted for on settlement ; and the amount 
of loss, (if any,) sustained in each; and whether, in 
all cases, on the advancement of money, security has 
been taken, and the names of the sureties. 

All resolutions, like this, calling for information, 
lie upon the table one day of course, by the rules 
of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the bill, reported at the last session, for 
the establishment of a Penitentiary in the District 
of Columbia, and it was recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. F. Jounson, of Kentucky, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
widowed mother of Ecesesadt W. H. Allen, of 
the United States Navy, a half-pay pension for 
five years. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Message 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, upon the progress which has been made 
in the public buildings within the last year ; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, no committee hav- 
ing been appoinied on the subject of the public 
buildings. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of War, of the number of ac- 
tive and well qualified clerks and accountants 
which will be necessary to perform the duties of 
his office, by giving a reasonably constant, and 
diligent attention to business ; made in obedience 
to a resoiution of the 7th of May last; which re- 
port was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act supplemen- 
tary to the act relating to the ransom of ‘Araecions 
captives of the late war,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have chosen the Rev. Cuar.es 
P. McI.vaine Chaplain to Congress on their part; 
they have passed two resolutions, one for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee on enrolled bills, 
the other, for the appointment of a joint commit- 
tee to have the application of the money appro- 
priated for the Library of Congress; in which 
resolutions they ask the concurrence of this House. 


ROADS AND CANALS. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, of Illinois, it was 

Resolved, That so much of the several acts of Con- 
gress passed for the admission of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Missouri, into the Union, as sets apart a portion 
of the money arising from the sale of the public lands 
in those States, for the purpose of constructing roads 
and canals leading to those States, respectively, be 
referred to a select committee. 

On the usual question, what number the com- 
mittee should be composed of, Mr. Cook proposed 
three—some other member named seven—and the 
question being between the two— 
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Mr. Coox observed, that he had but a single lie on the table and be printed, with the expression 
word to say in favor of the number three. He | of a determination on his part to call them up on 
had no preference for it, but that the subject of | an early me 
the resolution immediately concerned three States,| The resolutions were ordered to lie upon the 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, and that the Rep- | table accordingly. 


resentatives of these States, having consulted NAVAL PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


ther, it had been agreed between them to , 

bring the subject forward. A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
Mr. Fioyp, of Virginia, said, that the two per | oF THE Unirep States, which was read, and is 

cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of public | as follows: 

lands was to be expended not on roads within the | To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


States in question, but on roads leading to them,| J, compliance with the resolution of the House of 
so that it concerned the adjacent States as much | Representatives, of the 7th of May last, requiring that 
as it did those States. Besides, Mr. F’. intimated | g pjan for the Peace Establishment of the Navy of the 
that the subject ought not to be left wholly to the | United States, and also of the Marine Corps, should 
Western States, the disposition to speculate upon | be communicated to that House at the present session, 
the Government in regard to the public lands | [ transmit a report of the Secretary of the Navy, con- 
there being so prevalent. He particularly refer- | taining a plan, which has been prepared for the pro- 
red to the speculations under the bill for the relief | posed establishment. 
of purchasers of the public lands, made in States JAMES MONROE. 
in which the circulating medium was greatly de-| Wasaixeron, December 6, 1822. 
preciated, &c. The country generally being in- Navy Derarrment, Dec. 2, 1822. 
terested in the roads to be made out of this fund,| Sim: The Secretary of the Navy, to whom has 
Mr. F. was in favor of the largest number pro-| been referred the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sed for the committee. sentatives of the 7th of May last, requesting the Presi- 
The number of seven was agreed to, and Messrs. | dent of the United States to cause to be laid before 
Cook, Scort, Jennines, FLoyp, Vance, Stew- that House a plan for a Peace Establishment of the 
ART, and NELSON of Maryland, were appointed a Navy of the United States, has the honor of submit- 
committee pursuant to the said resolution. ting the accompanying papers on that subject. 


itte : _| The paper, marked A, is the draught of a bill em- 
ow ee ee eee bracing all the provisions which have been deemed 
S, : 


ies Sigs ; 5 necessary ; presuming that a plan presented in this 
1. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide for the | f:m would best meet the object contemplated by the 
national defence by improving the militia of the Uni-| pecolution.’ It is deemed necessary, in this report, to 


ted States. 7 notice only briefly such parts of the bill as contain 
2. Resolved, That the Commitice on Military Af-| new modifications of our Naval Establishment. 
fairs be instructed to inquire whether it is most expe- The bill, it will be perceived, contemplates the es- 


dient to improve the militia throughout the United | tablishment of two new grades of office, viz : commo- 
States by means of the Military Academy, that of the | gore and rear admiral. These grades are considered, 
encampment of the officers by brigades or otherwise, | i¢ not absolutely necessary, at least of very great im- 
under proper regulations. : ~ portance as regards due subordination and the disci- 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- pline of the service; and, in recommending the adop- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of dis- | inn of the provision, I can only repeat what I have 
continuing the preference given to the cadets educated | },,4 occasion heretofore to urge in support of this 
at the public expense, in the Military Academy at| measure. The rank of captain is now the highest 
West Point, in entering the public service over others grade in the navy recognised by law; and during the 
of equal qualifications and merit, who are or may be infancy of our navy, and whilst we had no vessels of 
educated at their own expense, or that of their parents a higher class than frigates, and the number of cap- 
or friends, at the school under the superintendence of tains small, it was, perhaps, as high a grade as the 
Captain Partridge, in the State of Vermont, or at any good of the service required. It is, however, believed 
other place in the United States. = that, from the additions both to the number and class 

4. Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- | of our public vessels, and from what may reasonably 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | b¢ anticipated to be the situation of our navy in the 
employing the regular army, or a part thereof, in the | course of a few years, both justice and policy require 
erection of fortifications during a state of peace, instead | 1}.5 establishment of some higher grades. According 
an eee _ built by contract, in the way hereto-| + the relative rank, as now regulated between the 

-ieeoN military and naval officers, a captain in the navy onl 

_ 5. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be | ranks ith a colonel in the Laem This is thocehtta 
directed to make a statement to this House, contain- | be contrary to sound policy and the good of the ser- 
ing the names and grade of the officers belonging to | vice, The establishment of the grades contemplated 
the Naval Establishment of the United States, and by the bill will place the relative rank in the army 
the duties each officer is performing ; also, the number | .7.4 navy upon a just footing. A commodore will 
of officers, of each different grade, necessary to com- | rank with a brigadier general, and a rear admiral with 
mand, in uctive service, the vessels of war, at this| 4 major general. But the more important and sub- 
time belonging to the Navy. stantial benefit, it is believed, growing out of this 

Mr. C. said he did not mean to press these res- | measure, will be the effect it will have upon the dis- 
olutions to an immediate decision. Being of | cipline of the service. ‘The importance of rank, both 
much importance in his view, he wished them to | in the military and naval service, will readily occur to 
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all in any degree acquainted with either. In a fleet 
or squadron, when the different vessels may be com- 
manded by officers of the same grade, and their rela- 
tive rank, and even that of the commander himself, 
known only by the dates of their commissions, there will 
not be that respect and subordination observed that 
are essential to order and harmony. ‘The additional 
, it is thought, cannot afford any well-founded ob- 
tion to the measure, if the real benefits confidently 
lieved to result from it are duly appreciated. 


Authorizing the appointment of midshipmen, who 
have been examined and found qualified for promo- 
tion, to the duty of sailing-master, would be highly 
beneficial to the service. By the rules and regula- 
tions, sailing-masters are not considered in the line of 
promotion, and have not, of course, so strong induce- 
ments to remain permanently attached to the service 
as officers who have this prospect before them; and 
whenever more profitable employment in the mer- 
chant service is presented they will generally accept 
of it. 

The number of lieutenants is already so great that 
the prospect of promotion of midshipmen is not very 
promising. To employ examined midshipmen as 
sailing-masters would be given them some little dis- 
tinction, and affording them an opportunity of im- 

ving themselves for the higher and more important 

uties of the service. 

In most of the classes of commissioned officers, the 
number fixed by the bill embraces all at present in 
office, and where that is not the case, it is provided 
that none shall be discharged but the number reduced 
to that contemplated in the bill, by omitting to fill the 
Vacancies as they may occur. This, it is thought, is 
mo more than justice requires; and, as the number 
thus retained is but small, the expense will be incon- 
siderable, and will soon entirely cease. 


The increased pay provided for some few of the 
officers attached to ships-of-the-line and frigates, while 
iu actual service, is recommended by considerations of 
justice and the good of the service. To perform the 
duties required of these officers on board the largest 
ships involves far more responsibility, and requires 
not only greater professional knowledge and experi- 
ence, but much more labor; these, or similar distinc- 
tions, are recognised in every well regulated service ; 
and as but a small number of our largest vessels are 
kept in service in time of peace, the additional ex- 
pense will be of no great amount. 

It has been considered a more simple mode of pay- 
ment, and less liable to abuse, to allow fixed salaries 
to the officers stationed at the several navy yards and 
naval stations than as now provided by law by monthly 
pay and rations. , 

That part of the bill which makes the marine 
guard, detailed for the protection of navy yards, sub- 
ject to the orders of the commandant of the yard, is 
deemed essential for the preservation of order and 
harmony. The difficulties which have occurred under 
the present regulations on that subject, suggest the 
necessity of some alteration; and no well-founded 
objection is perceived to placing this guard under the 
immediate orders of the commandant of the yard, in 
the same manner as the marine guard is placed on | 
ship-board under the orders of the captain. 

The exhibits accompanying this bill will serve to 
show the applicability of its provisions to our present 
Naval Establishment, and the comparative expense 
between it and the one contemplated by the bill. 


Paper B is an exhibit showing the number of com. 
missioned and warrant officers required to officer cer. 
tain ships, and vessels, and navy yards. 

Paper C is an exhibit showing the petty officers, 
able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, required fo; 
the vessels of war in active service. 

Paper D is an exhibit showing the whole number 
of commission and warrant officers required for the 
Navy of the United States, when the ships-of-the. 
line, frigates, and stcam batteries, directed by the “act 
for the gradual incvease of the Navy” shall be com. 
pleted. 

Paper E is an estimate of the annual expense of the 
officers of the Navy, proposed by the bill, including 
the organization of the navy yards, and a compara. 
tive view between the present expense and that pro. 

sed. 

By which last exhibit it will be seen that the an- 
nual expense of the officers of the Navy will be re- 
duced about ninety thousand dollars below the esti- 
mates necessary under the existing establishment. 

A peace establishment for the marine corps having 
been fixed by the act of the 3d of March, 1817, and 
no material alteration being deemed necessary, no 
other plan has been prepared to accompany this re- 


rt. 

Although, perhaps, not falling strictly within the 
scope of the resolution, yet the present affords a fit 
opportunity of respectfully suggesting the importance 
of establishing a naval academy for the instruction of 
our young officers in the sciences connected with their 
profession. As this is intended as a mere suggestion 
of a measure deserving consideration, I have not 
thought proper to present any plan for carrying it 
into effect. This may be done hereafter, should the 
measure meet with a favorable reception; nor is it 
deemed fit for me, at this time, to urge the many con- 
siderations which will readily occur to all liberal and 
enlightened minds in favor of such an institution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SMITH THOMPSON. 

The Presivent of the U. S. 


A bill to fix and render permanent the Naval Peace 
Establishment of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the Naval Peace Establishment of 
the United States shall, from and after the —— day 
of , consist of one rear admiral, five commodores, 
twenty-five captains, thirty masters commandant, one 
hundred and ninety lieutenants, twenty sailing-mas- 
ters, four hundred midshipmen, thirty-five surgeons, 
forty-five surgeons’ mates, forty pursers, six chaplains, 
twenty boatswains, twenty gunners, fifteen carpen- 
ters, fifteen sailmakers, and of all other officers, petty 
officers, seamen, ordinary sea.nen, and boys, a num- 
ber not exceeding three thousand five hundred; but 
the President of the United States may, if in his opin- 
ion the good of the service shvwll require it, make ad- 
ditional appointments of midshipizes.: Provided, how- 
ever, That the whole number of midshipmen shall not 
at any time exceed four hundred and fifty. ‘The Pres- 
ident shall also have the power, if in his opinion the 
exigencies or the good of the service should require it, 





to give acting appointments of lieutenant and master 
to such midshipmen as have passed the examination 
required by the regulations of the service to qualify 
them to be lieutenants in the Navy: Provided, The 
whole number of acting lieutenants and masters, 1n- 
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not exceed two hundred and thirty lieutenants and | under the superintendence of the senior officer of such 
forty sailing-masters. And the President shall also ships and vessels in ordinary, whose duty it will be, 
have the power to appoint such additional chaplains, under such instructions as may be given by the See- 
boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakers, as | retary of the Navy upon the subject, to establish a 
the good of the service may in his opinion require, school on board of the ship to which he is attached, 
not exceeding, however, ten chaplains, ten boatswains, | for the purpose of instructing the midshipmen on the 
ten gunners, five carpenters, and five sailmakers; but station, and those belonging to the ships in ordinary, 
none of the officers retained in service under this act | in the several branches of mathematics, geometry, 
shall be entitled to receive more than their monthly | trigonometry, and navigation, agreeably to the rules 
y, without rations, during the time when they shall | and regulations of the Navy. 
not be under orders for service : Provided, nevertheless, Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, ‘That each of 
That none of the commissioned officers now in service the following naval stations, to wit: Portsmouth (New 
shall, by virtue of this act, be discharged ; but vacan- | Hampshire, ) Charlestown, (Massachusetts,) New York, 
cies, as they occur, shall not be filled until the officers | Philadelphia, Washington, Gosport (Virginia,) and 
in the several grades shall be reduced to the number | one other station south of the Chesapeake, (such as 
hereinbefore designated. the President of the United States shall select,) shall 
Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay | be under the command of an officer not below the rank 
and subsistence of arear admiral shall be one hundred | °f captain of the Navy, who shall have, agreeably to 
and twenty dollars per month, and twenty-four ra- | such regulations as are now or may hereafter be estab- 
tions per day ; and of a commodore, one hundred dol- lished by authority of law for the service, a general su- 
lars per month, and sixteen rations der day. | perintendence over the ships and vessels in ordinary 
Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- | sakinech otal one cad s we es he 
retary of the Navy, with the approbation of the Pres- | : 
ident of the Unived States, may grant furloughs to | — and cok a tothem. And ae shall be 
such of the officers as may choose to enter the mer- | “° uty of such officers and crews, under his general 
chant service of the United States, or such foreign | superintendence and direction, to keep clean, ventilate, 
service as the President may approve, for a term not | and prevent, by constant examination, and, when ne- 
exceeding two years ; subject, however to be recalled | ©°***!9» a i rents and seams in the respec- 
at any time he may deem necessary and proper; but "Y° ae i > which they are attached as may be found 
all officers so furloughed shall receive only one-half | P&» the deleterious effects arising from water getting 
their monthly pay, without rations, during the time | between ned and for the preservation, repair- 
they shall be in such manner absent from the public | ing, overhauling of the rigging, stores, &c., of the ships 
a ae and vessels in ordinary deposited in the navy yards 
Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, for the | and storehouses, as well as for the rigging and equip- 
preservation of the ships and vessels placed in ordi- | pee et ang of mp ney or veasels fitting aaa 
nary, the President of the United States shall have | and li oes abten ie edi ncomnieee an the 
the power, provided he may deem the same necessary, sengeeane:s ne oe ordinary shell, upon the. requisition 
to attach permanently to each ship or vessel the fol- of the commandant of the yard, furnish, from time to 
| time, agreeably to the general regulations of the ser- 


lowing officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys; | ™. h ber of offi 4 in hi ‘ 
that is to say, to a ship of the line, one captain, two | YC® S¥ch Dumber of Ollicers and men as in Ais opin- 
ion the work to be done may require. 


lieutenants, one sailing-master, four midshipmen, one 

boatewain, one gunner, one carpenter, two carpenter’s | Sxc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
mates, who shall be caulkers, eight seamen, eight ordi- | attached to vessels in ordinary shall be allowed their 
nary seamen, and six boys; to each forty-four gun | full pay and rations, and such quantity of fuel and 
frigate, one captain, one lieutenant, one sailing-master, | candles, provided they live on board of the respective 
three midshipmen, one boatswain, one gunner, one | vessels to which they are attached, as they would be 
carpenter, one carpenter’s mate, who shall be a caulker, | allowed were they at sea. 

six seamen, six ordinary seamen, and four boys; to | Sxe. 7. And be it further enacted, That to the offi- 
each of the frigates rated less than forty-four guns, one | cers stationed at the several navy yards, that is to say, 
captain, one lieutenant, one sailing-master, two mid- | Portsmouth, (New Hampshire,) Charleston, (Massa- 
shipmen, one boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, | chusetts,) New York, Philadelphia, Washington, Gos- 
one carpenter’s mate, who shall be a caulker, five sea- | port, ( Virginia,) and one other yard south of the Ches- 
men, five ordinary seamen, and three boys; to each | apeake, the following annual compensation, in lieu of 
of the sloops of war, one master commandant, two | all pay, rations, and emoluments, shall be allowed : 
midshipmen, one boatswain’s mate, one gunner’s To the commanding officer, not under the rank of 
mate, one carpenter’s mate, who shall be a caulker, captain, three thousand dollars; to the master com- 
three seamen, three ordinary seamen, and two boys; | mandant, one thousand seven hundred dollars; to the 
to each of the brigs and schooners, if not less than | lieutenant, one thousand dollars ; to the sailing-master, 
ten guns, one lieutenasit,; ome midshipman, one boat- | eight hundred and fifty dollars; to the surgeon, if at- 
swain’s mate, one gunner’s mate, one carpenter’s | tending an hospital, one thousand five hundred dol- 
mate, who shall be a caulker, two ordinary seamen, | lars; to the surgeon, if not attending an hospital, nine 
and two boys; to each of the several stations at | hundred dollars; to the surgeon’s mate, seven bundred 
which ships and vessels are placed in ordinary shall be , and fifty dollars ; to the purser, eight hundred dollars ; 
attached one surgeon and one surgeon’s mate, to at- to a laboratory officer at Washington, seven hundred 
tend all the sick of such ships and vessels; one purser, | and fifty dollars; to each midshipman, three hundred 
to execute the duties of purser to all such ships and | and fifty dollars, to each boatswain, gunner, and sail- 
vessels; one chaplain and one schoolmaster, who shall | maker, five hundred dollars; which compensations 
perform, in their respective stations, the duties of chap- | shall be paid quarterly. 
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Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That to any 
other naval station in the United States (other than 
those enumerated in the preceding section) the Presi- 
dent of the United States may deem necessary, there 
shall be attached one master commandant, who shall 
have the like superintendence over such station as is 
provided in the fifth section of this act for the com- 
mandants of the several navy yards therein enumera- 
ted; and the following annual compensations, in lieu 
of all pay, rations, and emoluments, shall be allowed 
to the officers attached to the Lake stations, that is to 
say, if attached to the station on Lake Ontario, the 
master commandant shall be entitled to one thousand 
three hundred dollars; the lieutenant to eight hundred 
dollars; the surgeon to eight hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; the purser, who shall perform also the duties 
of storekeeper, to eight hundred dollars: if attached to 
the station on Lake Erie, the master commandant 
shall be entitled to one thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars; the surgeon to eight hundred dollars ; 
the purser, who shall perform also the duties of store- 
keeper, to seven hundred and fifty dollars: if attached 
to the station on Lake Champlain, the master com- 
mandant shall be entitled to one thousand two hun- 
dred dollars; the surgeon to eight hundred dollars ; 
the purser, who shall perform also the duties of store- 
keeper, to seven hundred and fifty dollars, which com- 
peneations shall be paid quarterly. 

Sxc. 9. And be it further enacted, That an officer 
appointed to superintend the recruiting service in any 
port within the United States shall not be entitled to 
any allowance for house rent, fuel, or candles. 


Sxc. 10. And be it further enacted, That officers 
of the following grades, attached to ships of the line 
and frigates, when in actual service, shall receive, in 
addition to their present emoluments, the monthly pay 
hereafter mentioned, viz: The first lieutenant of a ship- 
of-the-line, ten dollars; the sailing-master, ten dollars ; 
the surgeon, fifteen dollars ; the boatswain, five dollars ; 
the gunner, five dollars; the carpenter, five dollars ; 
the sailmaker, three dollars; the first lieutenant of a 
frigate of forty-four guns, six dollars ; the sailing-mas- 
ter, six dollars; the surgeon, ten dollars; the boat- 
swain, three dollars; the gunner, three dollars; the 
carpenter, three dollars; the sailmaker, two dollars; 
the first lieutenant of a frigate of thirty-six guns, four 
dollars; the sailing-master, four dollars; the surgeon, 
six dollars; the boatswain, two dollars; the gunner, 
two dollars; the carpenter, two dollars; the sail- 
maker, two dollars. 


Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That when a 
surgeon’s mate shall act in the line of his duty on 
board a brig, schooner, or other small vessel of war, 
having no other medical officer attached to said vessel, 
he shall be allowed at the rate of fifteen dollars per 
month, in addition to his present pay and rations, as 
authorized by law. 


Sxc. 12. And be it further enacted. That the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to discharge all warrant officers at present in 
the Navy of the United States, over and above the re- 
spective numbers retained by this act; and all such 
officers who shall be discharged under this act shall be 
entitled to receive six months’ pay over and above 











HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Suppression of Piracy. 






348 


Decemeenr, 1829, 
isi ai 
orders of the commandant of the yard, and receive from 
him instructions as to the duties they are to perform 
therein; and all persons enlisted into the service of 
the United States, and doing duty under the orders of 
the commandant of the yard, shall for every offence be 
subject to the “Act for the better government of the 
Navy of the United States,” and be tried and punished 
in the same manner as if the offence had been com. 
mitted at sea; any law or usage to the contrary not. 
withstanding. 


A motion was made by Mr. Russ, to lay the 
Message on the table, and print it. 

Mr. Cocke hoped it would not be laid on the 
table, but that it would be referred to the Naval 
Committee, there to undergo the proper investi- 
gation, and to be reported upon. 

Mr. Russ withdrawing his motion, the Message 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


Mr. Connict, of New Jersey, rose to make a 
motion. In the Message of the President to both 
Houses of Congress, at the opening of the session, 
he said, a very brief allusion was made to piracies, 
committed in the West Indies. All that was said 
on that subject, is comprised in a short paragraph, 
which Mr. C. read. Intelligence has been recently 
received, and probably since that part of the Mes- 
sage was penned, of transactions, so flagrant and 
outrageous in their character, as to call, imperi- 
ously, for the early and efficient interposition of 
this House. The premature death of the gallant 
and lamented Allen has excited a spirit of indig- 
nation throughout our country, unequalled since 
the late war. It calls loudly for retributive justice, 
trom those lawless barbarians; and I hope to see, 
with as little delay as practicable, a competent 
force, at the disposal of the Executive, under some 
one of the most experienced naval officers, with 
ample powers and instructions to ferret them out 
of their lurking holes, and to drag them to a cer- 
tain and speedy punishment. A speedy punish- 
ment, because I have no idea of incurring the 
delay, or the hazard, of transporting them here, 
or of extending to them a trial by jury, with all 
the delays incident to our courts of justice. They 
have placed themselves beyond the protection of 
the laws of civilized society; they have set at 
open defiance the laws of God and man; their 
hand is against every man, and every man’s hand 
should combine against them. And the most 
effectual restraint which you can impose upoo 
their barbarities, is to furnish to them the spectacle 
of a few dozen of their leaders suspended by the 
halter, from the yard-arms of some of our public 
ships. Deeming it expedient that Congress should, 
at an early period, adopt some decisive measures 
on this subject, I submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Afiairs be 
instructed to inquire, and report as early as may be, 
what further measures are necessary, not only for the 


what may be due to them, respectively, at the time of | more efficient protection of our commerce in the West 


their discharge. 


Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That the guard 


of marines detached for the protection of a navy yard 


shall, while doing duty in the yard, be subject to the | 


ndia seas from piracy, but for the entire extirpation 
of those freebooters, and the punishment of those who 
may be found to aid and abet them. 


This resolution having been read— 
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Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, inquired, if there 
was not upon the table a Message from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, upon this subject. 

The Speaker said there was such a Message 
on the table, received yesterday, which he had 
not had an opportunity yet to present to the House. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, the resolution 
moved by Mr. Conpicr was ordered to lie on the 
table; and the Message of the PresipenT was 
read, as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

Recent information of the multiplied outrages and 
depredations which have been committed on our sea- 
men and commerce by the pirates in the West Indies 
and Gulf of Mexico, exemplified by the death of a very 
meritorious officer, seems to call for sume prompt and 
decisive measures on the part of the Government. All 
the public vessels adapted to that service, which can 
be spared from other indispensable duties, are already 
employed in it; but, from the knowledge which has 
been acquired of the places from whence those outlaws 
issue, and to which they escape from danger, it appears 
that it will require a particular kind of force, capable 
of pursuing them into the shallow waters to which 
they retire, effectually to suppress them. I submit to 
the consideration of Congress, the propriety of organ- 
izing such a force for that important object. 

JAMES MONROE. | 

Wasaineton, December 6, 1822. 

The said Message was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Naval Affairs. | 


CLOTHING THE MILITIA. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Cannon, | 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on | 
the bill for clothing the militia when in actual | 
service. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. Cannon, though aware of the difficulty of | 
calling the attention of the House to subjects of | 
this description, addressed a few observations to 
the Chair on the subject of this bill. A proposi- | 
tion of the same nature, he said, was before Con- | 
ge eight years ago. It was introduced into the | 

ouse of Representatives during the late war | 
with Great Britain; and such was then the con- | 
viction of the propriety of the measure, that a bill | 
embracing the same objects passed the House of | 
Representatives by an unanimous vote, and was | 
sent to the Senate. It was then near the close of | 
the war, and, before the bill was taken up in the, 
Senate, the news of peace arrived, in consequence 
of which the bill was not acted on. 


period of the war, the necessity of the measure | 


was seen and felt; and Mr. C. expressed his hope, 
notwithstanding we were now enjoying the calm 
and tranquillity of peace, that we should look for- 
ward to the militia as our great national defence 


in time of need, and adopt such measures as will | 
make them competent, at all times, and under | 


every exigency, to the defence of our country. As 


such he considered them, and he should make it | 


always his business, by every means practicable, 
to give to the militia that improvement which 
will qualify it to be what it was intended, by the 
Constitution of the United States, that it should 


be. He was aware, he said, in r to this bill, 
that many members had not copies of it before 
them ; but it had undergone the deliberation of a 
committee during the last session, and, if the ob- 
ject was approved by the House, was in as good 
a form as could be devised. It could not be ex- 
pected, he said, that the militia, when called into 
service, would provide themselves with clothing 
necessary to render them efficient soldiers, unless 
means were provided to reimburse them the ex- 
pense. The bill went, in short, to place them, in 
regard to pay and emoluments, on precisely the 
same footing as the soldiers of the regular army. 
Those who had experience in such service in the 
late war, would acknowledge that this measure 
was necessary during a state of war, and, if so, 
he believed the House would agree with him that 
now, in a state of peace, was the proper time to 
make the provision for it. 

Mr. FarRELLy rose, not to oppose the bill, but 
to suggest the propriety of prescribing, in it, the 
description of the clothing with which the militia 
ought to provide themselves. At present it was 
left optional to each militiaman to provide clothes 
of what material, color, shape, or fashion, he 
chose. Mr. F. suggested that, as the clothing 
was to be provided for strictly military purposes, 
there ought to be some provision that the dress 
should be uniform. 

Mr. Cannon said that the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had not esca 
the attention of the Militia Committee. But 
there were difficulties in the way of a provision of 
the nature proposed : the different States prescribe 
different uniforms for the militia, and to establish 
a uniform dress for the militia would be attended, 
in practice, with difficulties which appeared to 
him to be insuperable. 

No amendment being proposed to the bill, the 
Committee of the Whole rose, and reported it to 
the House. On the question to engross it fora 
third reading, 

Mr. Haron suggested that this bill ought to 
have a more full examination before it was finall 
acted upon; and he, therefore, moved that the bill 
lie upon the table, and be printed for the use of 
the members. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

The next subject in order was the resolution for 
carrying into effect the agreement between the 
United States and Georgia; and the House hav- 
ing gone into committee upon it, on request of Mr. 


In that | Giumer, (Mr. Basserr in the chair)— 


On motion of Mr. Gitmer, the Committee rose, 
and obtained leave to sit again, and the explana- 
| tory report upon the subject, made at the last ses- 
| sion, was ordered to be printed. 


PRE-EMPTIONS FOR SEATS OF JUSTICE. 


| The next subject in order was the following 
| bill, lying over from last session : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of — 
| sentives of the United States of America, in Con- 
| gress assembled, That there be granted to the State 
of Alabama, and to the Territory of Arkansas, at the 
minimum price for which public lands of the United 
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States are sold, the right of pre-emption to one quarter 
section of land, in or near the centre of each county 
of the State and Territory aforesaid, for the establish- 
ment of seats of justice, in each of such counties: 
Provided, The purchase be made before the com- 
mencement of the,public sales in said State and Ter- 
ritory of the lands surrounding the quarter sections 
located under this right of pre-emption: And provid- 
ed, also, That the proceeds of the sale of each quarter 
section thus located in said State and Territory, shall 
be appropriated for the purposes of erecting public 

ildings in the county for which it is located, after 
deducting from the net proceeds of the sale made by 
said State or Territory the amount originally paid for 
the same: I’rovided further, That the seat of justice 
for said counties, respectively, shall be fixed on the 
lands so located and selected. 

The House having, on motion of Mr. Ster ina, 
of New York, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole upon the subject— 

Mr. Sreruine stated that this bill contained 
provisions, in regard to the States therein named, 
precisely similar to those granting like rights to 
the State of Ohio ; it had been asked for by those 
States, and he believed was so guarded in its pro- 
visions as not to be susceptible of abuse, if passed. 
It was not to have effect unless the States in 
question gave their assent to it; and, if they did 
so, the Government of the United States would 
be gainer instead of loser by it, because the prop- 
erty of the United States would gain value by the 
operation of the provisions of the bill. Mr. 8. 
added, that the members of the Committee of 
Public Lands, at the last session, were unani- 
mously in favor of the bill. 


Mr. Rankin, of Mississippi, confirmed the state- 
ments of Mr. Srertinc. Although generally op- 

sed to the policy of granting pre-emptions, be- 

ieving the reasons for it had ceased, this was a 

case in which he thought it right, inasmuch as it 
was agreeable to precedent in the case of Ohio, 
and would be decidedly advantageous to the inter- 
ests of the United States. 

Mr. R. then moved, though he did not know 
that, in any instance, the State of Mississippi 
would avail itself of the provision, that the State 
of Mississippi should be added to the three other 
States mentioned in the bill; which amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. Cocke, of Tennessee, said that the United 
States had some lands in Tennessee, as well as in 
other States, in which new counties were to be 
laid off. The House had been told that the State 
of Mississippi would probably not avail herself of 
the benefit of this bill. He would move to add 
to the bill the State of Tennessee ; and, when he 
did so, he declared his belief that that State would 
avail itself of the benefit of the provision. He saw 
no reason, he said, why lands should be sold at 
the minimum price to one State, and the same 
privilege be withheld from others. The portion 
of the State of Tennessee in which the United 
States held the land was small, it was true, but he 
did not see why it should be debarred the same 
rights as were allowed to the other States. 

This motion gave rise to some debate. 


It was opposed by Mr. Rankin, on the ground 
that the circumstances of Tennessee did not re. 
semble these of Mississippi, which latter State 
contained in one body something like four mij. 
lions of acres of unseated (Choctaw) land, &e, 
He again adverted to the example of the privilege 
granted to the State of Ohio, and declared that 
the bill could do no injury, but rather a service, to 
the interests of the United States. 

Mr. McCoy was opposed to the bill altogether, 

rincipally because it would lead to many other 

bills. In the case of Ohio, the privilege to her 
had been clogged with so many provisions, she 
had not availed herself of it. e could not see 
why greater privileges should be granted to coun- 
ties in the States whose seats of justice were not 
yet located than to others. His idea appeared to 
be, that all parts of the country should stand, in 
this respect, on the same footing. Why was it 
not proposed to embrace in the bill Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and Missouri, as well as Alabama and Ar- 
kansas ? 

Mr. Campse Lt, of Ohio, gave a history of the 
application from the State of Ohio, and of the 
reasons why she did not avail herself of the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress in this respect. It 
was clogged with such conditions as made it dis- 
advantageous to her; and she did not choose to 
go to the expense of sending commissioners into 
fourteen new counties to lay off seats of justice, 
when no advantage whatever would arise to her 
from doing so. 

Mr. Rankin replied to Mr. McCoy. He did 
not know that Indiana or Illinois had applied for 
this right. If they did apply, he should consider 
them equally entitled to it with other States. Mr. 
R. said he felt no anxiety himself on the subject 
of this bill, but he was persuaded its adoption 
would be beneficial to the United States. 

The question was then taken on the insertion of 
Tennessee in the bill, and decided in the affirma- 
live. 

Mr. Watwortu said, if this measure was cal- 
culated, as had been represented, to increase the 
value of the public lands, it ought to be general 
in its operation. He, therefore, moved to amend 
it so as to make its provisions apply “to the sev- 
eral States and Territories in which there are 
public lands belonging to the United States.” 

Mr. Sreruine, of New York, said he hoped 
this amendment would not prevail. No other 
States but those named in the bill had made appli- 
cation to Congress on the subject, and it would be 
time enough to embrace them in the bill when 
they did apply. The State of Alabama and the 
Territory of Arkansas were peculiarly situated, 
the lands not having been exposed to sale in the 
new counties, &c. He was willing, when other 
States applied, under similar circumstances, but 
not before, to extend to them the same privileges. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, was in favor of the 
amendment. He was in daily expectation of 4 
proposition on this subject from the State which 
he represented ; and, inasmuch as the principle of 
the bill had been fairly shown to be beneficial to 
the United States, he hoped it would be made 
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eral in its operation. Mr. C. added some re- 
marks to show the beneficial effects which might 
be expected from the bill. 

Mr. Moors, of Alabama, called for the reading 
of some petitions on the subject from Alabama, 
one of which (from the Committee of Public 
Buildings, in the county of Perry) was read. 

The question on Mr. WaLwortn’s motion, to 
give the bill a general effect, was decided in the 
affirmative. And the Committee of the Whole 
rose, and reported the bill as amended. 

The amendment was concurred in; and the 

uvestion being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading— 

Mr. Wituiams, of North Carolina, said, he 
hoped the House would not pass the bill, consid- 
ering it as embracing a policy injurious to the in- 
terests of the Government. It proposed to seil 
quarter sections at the minimum price for the 
benefit of counties. But this privilege gentlemen 
supposed might not be accepted. If so, Mr. W. 
said, the House was legislating to no purpose ; 
giving grants which would not be accepted ; offer- 
ing to confer favors, which, from neglect or de- 
sign, might be rejected by the party intended to 
be favored. With regard to the increased value 
which it was said this measure was to give to 
lands of the United States, Mr. W. said he had 
no confidence in this scheme of giving away with 
one hand, to receive increased value in the other. 
This land, which it was proposed to give at the 
minimum price, might be worth twenty or thirty 
dollars an acre. If we make grants, said he, let 
it be to the poor individuals who emigrate to that 
country, and who are without the ability to buy 
land to live upon. we extort from the hum- 
blest emigrant the real value of the land, let us do 
the same, at least, from the counties to which it is 
now proposed to give it. 

Mr. Rankin said this privilege was asked for 
by the States first embraced in the bill because 
Congress had given it before to others. If the 
argument of the gentleman from North Carolina 
was acted upon, the world would soon come to 
an end: the planter would not trust his grain to 
the ground, because it was giving away without 
knowing whether any thing would spring from it 
to recompense him. But the argument was not 
a justone. It-was certain the location of a seat 
of justice was an advantage as sure to the adja- 
cent land as was the advantage to the farmer of 
sowing his seed. If a certain advantage would 
result to the United States from the measure, and 
no disadvantage could flow from it, why not pass 
the bill ? 

_The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, and the 
votes were as follows: For the third reading 61, 
against it 64. 

So the bill was rejected by a majority of three 
votes, 


Wepnespay, December 11. 


Several other members, to wit: from New 
York, Exisan Spencer ; from Virginia, WILLIAM 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—12 
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Lee Batt; and from Georgia, ALFRED CoTa- 
BERT, and Rosert Raymonp Rerp, appeared and 
| took their seats. 

A new member, to wit: from South Carolina, 
Joun Carrer, elected to supply the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the resignation of Soom Bvatr, ap- 
peared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Francis Jonnson, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for 
the relief of William Sayles; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 

| Whole. 

The resolution yesterday laid upon the table by 
Mr. Woopcock, calling for information from the 
President of the United States, respecting advan- 
ces of money to public agents, was considered, 
modified, and adopted by the House. 

[In support of this motion, Mr. W, made some 
observations, which the reporter had not the op- 
portunity of hearing. The purport of them wa 
that, in the statements received from the aan 
departments, of the accounts of public officers, no 
account was given of moneys advanced to sub- 
agents and sub-contractors, &c., without security, 
&c.; so that this class of defaulters often escape it 
without observation. His object was, if practica- 
ble, to supply this deficiency.] 

On motion of Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, the 
House took up the bill providing for the,exami- 
nation of the titles to land in that part of Louis- 
iana situated between the Rio Hondo and _ the 
Sabine river; which was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, as also was, on his 
motion, the bill for the relief of Thaddeus May- 
hew. 

On motion of Mr. Barser, of Connecticut, the 
Committee of Ways and Means were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting an ap- 
propriation for completing and repairing Fort 
Griswold, in the State of Connecticut. 

On motion of Mr. Cusuman, the subject of the 
Public Buildings and the Public Lands in the 
city of Washington, was referred to a select com- 
mittee, and Mr. BLackLepee, Mr. Cusuman, Mr. 
Van Wyck, Mr. Cassgpy, Mr. Brown, Mr. Ho- 
BART, and Mr. Lerrwicn, were appointed the 
said committee. 

Mr. Coupen submiited the following resolution, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House such information 
as he may possess with regard to any hostile expedi- 
tion which may have been prepared in the United 
States, and sailed from thence, within the present year, 
against the territory or dependency of any Power in 
amity with the United States; and to inform this 
House whether any measures have been taken to bring 
to condign punishment the persons who may have 
been concerned in such expedition, contrary to the 

| laws of the United States. 
| The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
one day. 

Mr. WiLLiaMsoN submitted the following tes- 
olution, viz: 

Resolved, That the several petitions, and the subject- 
matters embraced in resolutions, refered to the several 
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standing and select committees the last session, and 
mot reported upon, be again referred to the similar 
committees. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Conpicr submitted the following joint res- 
olution, which was read, and laid on the table one 
day, under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives as United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
and Clerk of the respective Houses to lay before Con- 
gress, at the commencement of every session, a detailed 
statement of the expenditure of the contingent fund of 
each House, during the preceding session, stating the 
— quantity, prices, and to whom payment is 
made. 


On motion of Mr. Conpict, the Committee of 
Accounts were instructed to inquire and report 
whether any, and what, part of the contingent ex- 
penses of this House can be curtailed, without det- 
riment to the public service, and that said com- 
mittee revise the system pursued by the officers of 
this House, in disbursing the contingent fund, and 
or whether any further restrictions, responsi- 
bilities, or checks, are necessary for its disburse- 
ment. 

The Committee of the whole House to which 
is committed the bill to revive and continue in 
foree certain acts for the adjustment of land claims 
in the Territory of Michigan, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and the 
bill was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 


The resolution from the Senate for the appoint- | 


ment of a Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, was 


read, and concurred in by the House; and Mr. | 


Dane and Mr. Lerrwicn were appointed of the 
said committee on the part of this House. 

The resolution from the Senate for the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Committee to have the direction 


of the money appropriated for the Library of Con- | 
ess, was read, and also concurred in by the | 


ouse; and Mr. ALtexanper Smyta, Mr. Wuir- 
PLE, and Mr. Curnsert, were appointed of the 
said committee on the part of this House. 

The Committee of the whole House to which 
is committed the bill to alter the judicial district 
of Pennsylvania, and for other purposes, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and the bill was recommitted to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The House, pro forma, to retain for the subjects 
their preference in the roll of orders of the day, 
went in and out of Committees of the Whole on 
the Georgia agreement resolution, and the Mis- 
souri land bill; but, not being prepared to act 
upon them, reported progress and obtained leave 
to sit again. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The bill of the last session, providing for the 
occupation of the mouth of the Columbia river, 
being next in order— 


Mr. FLoyp said he was not at the moment | 


ready to present the information on this subject, 
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last session, to have laid before the House ; but 
not wishing the consideration of the subject to be 
long deferred on his account, he moved to go into 
Committee with a view to retaining for the }jl| 
its present place in the orders of the day. 
he House accordingly went in and out of 
Committee upon it, leave was given to sit again, 
and the bill was ordered to be reprinted. __ 
; . similar course being proposed on another 
lii— 
Mr. CampBELL, of Ohio, said he had no idea of 
sitting here, to receive motions to go in and out 
| of Committee, and to reprint bills ; and suggested 
the propriety of some step to put an end to this 
(as it appeared to him) wasteful consumption of 
time. 
No specific proposition, however, being made 
by Mr. Campse.t, the Speaker proceeded in 
calling over the bills. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The first bill which the House agreed to go into 
| Committee of the Whole upon, was the bill to 
| fix the compensation and fees of the Registers of 
Wills of the counties of Washington and Alex- 
andria, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. NEALE assigned, at some length, the views 
of the committee which had, at the last session 
| of Congress, reported this bill. He showed the 
| importance of a faithful and intelligent adminis- 
| tration of the duties of those officers, and gave a 
| view of the nature and extent of their labors and 
| duties—all which, in his opinion, concurred to 
make the provisions of this bill, for a light in- 
| crease of their present emoluments, just and rea- 
sonable, as well in themselves as by comparison 
| with the compensations of other public officers. 
| Mr. Hitt and Mr. Watwortn made some 
| queries as to some of the details of the bill, which 
/seemed objectionable to them; and Mr. Neate 
answered and explained. 

Finally, after some amendment had been made 
| to the bill 
| Mr. Cocke made opposition to it on principle, 
| believing the fees now allowed by law to these 
| officers to be sufficient. He moved to strike out 
| the enacting clause of the bill. He considered 
‘the fees proposed by the bill to be enormous, and 
| particularly objected to the fee of one dollar for 
‘stating each account, and of six and a quarter 
| cents for examining each voucher. 
| Mr. Neaue defended the bill, explained the 
| bearing of these fees to the former fees, and showed 
_ the fees now proposed to be allowed to the Regis- 
‘ters of Wills to be less than had been allowed by 

an act of Congress to the clerks of the courts, &c. 
The question on striking out the enacting clause, 

(rejecting the bill,) was decided in the negative, 

by a large majority. 

The bill being reported to the House, with 
“amendments, was concurred in, and ordered to be 
' engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 


LAND OFFICE RECEIVERS, &c. 
The House next resolved itself into a Commit- 





which he was prepared, at any time during the | tee of the Whole, on the bill, reported at the last 
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session, fixing the compensation of receivers of 
the public moneys, for their services in transmit- 
ting public moneys to safe places of deposite. 

Mr. Rankin briefly explained the object of the 
bill, the propriety of passing which was suffi- 
ciently abvisen: by a recurrence to the losses 
which had occurred under the former system. 

No objection being made to the bill, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported it to the House, and it 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morrow. 

To the same Committee of the Whole had 
been also referred the bill “ for the relief of the 
registers and receivers of pone money of the 
several land offices ;” which was also ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The next bill which the House went into Com- 
mittee upon, was the bill to enable the proprietors 
of lands, held by titles derived from the United 
States, to obtain copies of their papers. 

The object of the bill was explained in a few 
words by Mr. Cook ; and, no objection being made 
to the bill, the Committee rose and reported it to 
the House, and it was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time to-morrow. 

The next bill in order was the bill “ To abolish 
imprisonment for debt.” Before taking it up, the 
House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, December 12. 


Mr. Situ, of Maryland, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief 
of Nathan Branson, which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Cannon, from the Committee on the sub- 
ject of the Militia, to which was recommitted the 

ill for the discipline of the militia of the United 
States, reported the same withamendments; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CampseE.t, of Ohio, all the 
bills, resolutions, and reports, committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, and to a Committee of the Whole 
House, not already printed, were ordered to be 
printed. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act to enable the 
proprietors of lands, held by titles derived from 
the United States, to obtain copies of papers from 
the proper department, and to declare the effect of 
such copies,” was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Denison, the report of the | 
Secretary of State on the petition of Lucy Lamb, | 
made at the last session, was taken up, and, with 
4a view to amendment thereof, was recommitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Conpicr, the joint resolution 
requiring from the Secretary and Clerk of the 
Senate and House of Representatives to make 
reprts at each session of the mode and amount of 
the contingent expenses of the preceding year, 
was taken up, and read a first and second time. 

Mr. Cocke then moved to lay the resolve on 
the table. It was understood that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had the subject of the con- 
tingent expenses of Congress under their consider- 
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ation, and in all probability they would include a 
provision similar to this in the law which hes 
posed would pass during the present session. He 
thought it better, at least, to defer acting on this 
subject until the Committee of Ways and Means 
should make their report. 

The resolve was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WI.Liamson called up the resolution which 
he yesterday submitted respecting recommitment 
to the committees of subjects not acted upon at 
the last session; which resolution was, by the 
House, modified and amended, so as to read as 
follows : 

Resolved, That the several petitions and resolutions 
referred to the several standing and select committees, 
the last session, and not finally acted upon, be again 
referred to the same committees. 

Mr. WatwortH moved an amendment to the 
resolution, by inserting after the word “ resolu- 
tion” the words “upon the suggestion of any 
member to the Clerk of the House.” 

The resolution was then, on motion of Mr. 
Conpict, ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker then presented a memorial from 
T. McCormick, senior, proposing an improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Falls of the Ohio, 


‘by cutting a canal around the same; which, on 


the suggestion of the Speaker, was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to whom was referred the bill for pro- 
viding for surveys of certain canals, &e. 
The Speaker also laid before the House the 
following letier : 
Boston, July 4, 1822. 


To the Hon. the Speaker of the Ho. of Reps. 


Sin: The letter which I had the honor to address to 
you on the 4th July, 1819, and which Mr. Lowndes 
was so obliging as to take charge of and deliver, was 
intended to have been accompanied by the collection 
of medals therein referred to; but this was unfortu- 
nately lost on board the ship Factor, bound to New 
York, of which accident it appears that the House was 
duly informed by its committee. As soon as I heard 
of it, I endeavored to procure a duplicate of the col- 
lection, and succeeded a few days before I left Paris, 
in April last. This, together with the medals which 
have been struck at Paris, to commemorate some prin- 
cipal events of, and men distinguished in, our Revo- 
lution, I take the liberty through you, sir, of herewith 
sending and offering to Congress, for the use of the 
National Library. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, &c. 

GEORGE W. ERVING. 


P.S. A printed catalogue of the French medals 
proper is enclosed in the case which contains them. 

The American medals are but five proper, viz: 

One of General Washington, at the siege of Boston ; 

One of Doctor Franklin ; 

One of Paul Jones; and 

Two of the Battle of the Cowpens. 

To these I have thought it well to add Columbas 
and Kosciusko, taken from the collection of illustrious 
men, deceased, now publishing in the French Mint. 


The letter was, on motion of Mr. PiLumer, of 
New Hampshire, referred to the Library Com- 
mittee. 
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MEMORIAL OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. | field, to the laborious employments of private life— 


‘ iG not, however, without indulging the secret h 

On motion of Mr. Cusuman, the petition of | the country, watered by their blood, and mali Pos 
sundry officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary | ish by the toils of heroes and patriots, would, at some 
Army, at present eeting an the State of Maine, | future period, be mindful of those through whose suf. 
heretofore presented to this House on the 21st of | ferings and valor she had attained her prosperity ang 
January, 1822, was referred to the Committee on | glory. This long-looked-for period seemed at length 
Revolutionary Pensions. The memorial is as | to be arrived. At the recommendation of that illustri. 
follows: ous statesman, who, under God, presides over the 
The memorial of the undersigned, surviving soldiers civil destinies of the United States, who fought and 
of the Revolutionary Army, residing mostly in the bled for his country’s rights, the services of the Revo. 
State of Maine, respectfully showeth— lutionary army came up in remembrance for good be. 

re ; _ | fore the Representatives of the nation. Your memo- 

That your memorialists, at an early period of their rialists were unable to express the joy which they felt 
life, and at different stages of the war, engaged in | at this unsolicited token of their country’s bounty— 
the military service of their country, with that gener- | yiewing it as they did, not merely as alms to the needy, 
ous ardor of feeling which characterizes the youthful | put, in a certain sense, a meed to merit—not as a gra. 
mind, glowing with the love of liberty, and contending | tuity to the extreme indigent and forlorn, but, in some 
for a noble object ; and that they discharged the duties | sort, the long-delayed reward, or the appropriate boon 
of the camp and field with a fortitude, fidelity, and | for patriotism and valor, for uncommon perils endured, 
zeal, er to the service in which they were en-/ and uncommon exertions made in a glorious cause, 
gaged. Your memorialists would forbear to enlarge | And your memorialists were the more inclined to view 
on the sufferings, hardships, and dangers, as well as | the Pension Act, of March, 1818, in this light, as 
the brilliant events of the war, undertaken to ward off | many of the officers and soldiers now surviving, en- 
oppression and to vindicate civil rights, and maintained | jisted in the service with little or no bounty, received 
for the attainment of national sovereignty and inde- | their promised pay in a depreciated currency of small 
pendence. These are recorded in the annals of our | relative value: and also, as what is thus granted, is 
country—are embljazoned in the history of nations— | equally honorary to the donor and to the receiver; but 
are fresh in the memories of your honorable bodies, especially as it would best comport with the magnan- 
and will live in the grateful recollections of every pat- | imity of a great and flourishing Republic. Your me- 
riotic generation. Your _Mmemorialists cannot, how- | morialists have further to observe, that, as they entered 
ever, refrain from observing that the Revolutionary | the service of their country at a most interesting period 
Army, from the circumstances of the country and the | of human life, when the young mind takes its color 
character of the war, actually endured a series of | and direction, by devoting themselves for a considerable 
hardships and privations, and were exposed to perils | Jength of time to the profession of arms, they not only 
unusual to the well appointed armies of nations, rich lost, in some measure, the opportunity enjoyed by 
in resources, and abounding in all that can render | others, of laying a foundation for property, but to a 
war successful. There are many among the surviving | certain extent became unqualified to make any con- 
soldiers who entered the service at the lowest ebb of | siderable acquisition ; it being well known to your 
their country’s fortune, when no ally had espoused her | honorable bodies, that the spirit of heroism, the feelings 


cause, when resistance to British aggression was | of gallantry, and the pride of a soldier, all which must 
treason or rebellion; when there was no alternative | be cultivated and nourished in an efficient army, are 


but victory or death. Laborious and distressing were | not the qualities or habits which, in civil life, lead to 
the scenes in which they were actors, and demanded | the attainment of wealth, nor hardly to a bare compe- 








all the active and passive courage of veteran warriors. tency. ‘T'opersons thus circumstanced, it is conceived 
Arduous and bloody were the battles which they | something like generosity should be extended. 
fought ; and when not conflicting with the public foe, Believing it to be the best policy of every enlight- 
they were forced to contend against the elements, or | ened nation, to patronize rare merit, to reward un- 
to encounter more formidable enemies, hunger and | common exertions for the common weal, and to allure 
thirst, cold and nakedness. Without covering or shel- | the patriotic and brave to exalted achievements, your 
ter, they were frequently exposed to the inclemency | memorialists derive the most sensible pleasure from 
of the seasons, and, on icy or frozen ground, they had | every public testimony of respect, every tribute of 
to perform difficult and fatiguing marches, while the | praise bestowed, every encouragement given to those 
falling snow and rugged earth was distained by the | who have nobly endured, or bravely dared for the 
blood issuing from their wounded feet. interest and honor of the country. It is, therefore, 
But your memorialists will not dilate. Suffice it to ; with the emotions of approving joy, that they reflect 
say, that the Revolutionary army suffered and fought, | on the provision made by the preceding Congress, for 
and bled, not in aid of tyranny, but in defence of free- | the widow and children of the late Commodore Perry, 
dom—not to swell the triumphs of a proud oppressor, | for his signal victory on the Lakes at a fortunate crisis. 
but to give splendor to the cause of liberty—not to | But what was the consequence of this victory, 4 
enslave any portion of the human race, but to ameli- | glorious as it was, compared with the brilliant exploits 
orate the condition of their own countrymen and to | at Princeton, or Trenton, the well-fought battles o! 
vindicate the inalienable rights of mankind, Their | Bemis’ heights, and the capture of a British army 00 
achievement was as glorious as their sufferings had | the plains of Saratoga? ‘he former rescued a tertl- 
been distressing, or their conflicts severe. They ob- | tory from the possession of the enemy ; the latter 
tained for an injured country its peace, sovereignty, | saved an aggrieved country from the galling yoke of 
and independence. ‘The object for which the patriot | oppression, and paved the way for its freedom, sover- 
army contended being obtained, your memorialists, in _ eignty, and independence. Some of your memorialists 
common with others who had been their fellow-sufferers | were concerned in these all-important achievements. 
in the war and companions in arms, retired from the ' And shall the brave exploits of modern heroes only be 
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had in honor, while the noble achievements of past 
times, which constitute the very pivots on which the 

dence of the nation turned, remain unre- 
warded? The sentiments of policy, as well as of 
generosity, forbid! A magnanimous republic will not 
always be unmindful of the heroes on whose prowess, 
and sufferings, and blood, was laid the foundation of 
its existence and renown. 


“A ooeny teres by their arms from impending | 
the Patriotic Chief of the Revolutionary | 


ruin,” said t 
army, “ will never leave unpaid the debt of gratitude.” 
Your memorialists would presume on the candor of 
your honorable bodies, while they further remark that 
the ion law, as now modified or construed, is of lit- 
tle or no benefit to the persons for whose relief it was 
intended to provide. It assists towns, parishes, or 
corporations, to maintain their own poor, or takes the 
r off their hands. By the institutions in New 
ngland, at least, these poor have legal claims on the 
communities to which they respectively belong. The 
pension law, therefore, in operation, assists rich cor- 
ations which need no aid, and not poor individuals 
who, without public bounty, are entitled to a main- 
tenance by law. Your memorialists, as yet, have too 
much pride of character to acknowledge themselves 
absolute paupers, and, in this capacity, to sue for the 
bounty of their country. The prime of their life was 
devoted to the profession of arms. After serving the 
time which they engaged, and being honorably dis- 
charged, houseless and homeless, they sought their 
fortunes in what was then the wilderness of Maine, 
or other unsettled territories. The vigor of their man- 
hood has been spent in making those sections in 
which they fixed their residence, what they now are, 


comparatively, a fruitful field, and fitting them for an | 
By the dint | 
of industry and great privations, they obtained, while | 


ehtrance into the Union of the States. 


active, somewhat more than a bare living, or daily 


subsistence of plain food and coarse garments. But | 


in the decline of life, when bodily strength fails them, 
they are unable, by any labor that they can perform, 


to earn a competency. They did, therefore, as they | 


do now, consider themselves as coming within the 
true intent and meaning of being in indigent and re- 
duced circumstances, and needing the bounty of their 


country. Your memorialists are still emboldened to | 


hope that your honorable bodies will again take their 
present circumstances and former services into your 
candid consideration, and so modify the pension law 
as that they may be entitled to its provisions, and 
have additional reasons to rejoice for themselves in 
those blessings of liberty, sovereignty, and independ- 
ence, which their valor, their toils, and their blood, 
contributed to achieve for the enjoyment of their 
fellow-citizens, and posterity. Thus, will the closing 
scene of life be as consoling to them, as the opening 
was useful to their country. And, as in duty bound 
your petitioners will ever pray. 


DISBURSEMENT OF PUBLIC MONEY. 


On motion of Mr. Basserr, the House again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the bill for imposing more rigorous checks on the 
disbursement of public money. 

On motion of Mr. Basserr, the bill was amend- 


ed by adding to it the following, as a new section: | 


_Szc. 4. Be it further enacted, That no security 
given to, or obligation entered into with, the Govern- 
ment, shall be in any wise impaired by the dismissing 


fs’ 








any Officer, or from failure of the President te dismiss 


any officer, coming under the provisions of this act.”’ 


Another slight amendment being made 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill; and, 
on motion of Mr. Bassett, who did not wish to 
precipitate the bill through the House, the consid- 
eration of the report was for the present deferred. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The engrossed bill for regulating the fees of the 
registers of wills in the two counties of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was announced for its third 
reading; when 

Mr. Cocke moved to recommit the bill to a 
Commitiee of the whole House. He had found 
he said, since the short discussion of this subject 
yesterday, that the good people of this District 
were very much opposed to the bill, and he wished 
that an opportunity might be given more fully to 
examine it. The bill proposed to establish fees 
which were, in his opinion, enormous, such as 
were to be found on the statute books of none of 
the States. He believed the effect of the law 
would be, in many instances, to strip the widow 
and the orphan of their whole estates. The fees, 
he said, had been for many years what they now 
are, and he believed, though they die sometimes, 
none of the registers had ever resigned on account 
| of the lowness of their fees. He had been told, in- 
' deed, that Dr. Blake, the late Register, had leased 
| out the office for five hundred dollars per annum, 
‘and had not the least trouble with it. If so, he 
said, he should suppose the fees were high enough. 

The bill was ordered to be recommitted, as 
moved by Mr. Cocke, without a division. 


LAND OFFICES. 


| The engrossed bill “for the relief of the regis- 
_ ters and receivers of public money of the several 
Land Offices,” was read a third time; and the 
question being “ Shall it pass ?” 

Mr. Vance, of Ohio, said that this bill proposed 
'to afford compensation to the land officers for 
services performed under the relief law. He,did 
not believe that the additional compensation here 
proposed was necessary. They had complained, 
| indeed, of the arduous duties they had to perform 
under that law, but he believed they were ade- 
quately compensated for their services. It wasa 
subject of common conversation in the country 
where the land offices were situated, that the offi- 
cers were making immense fortunes by the exercise 
' of the functions devolved on them. Mr. V. made 
| several observations to illustrate the sufficiency of 
the compensation at present allowed to the land 
officers, and concluded by saying that he had been 
in one of the land offices for a few minutes, 
whilst the business under the relief law was in 
transaction, and he had seen the officers receiving 
money faster than ever he had before seen money 
received, where it was to be converted wholly to 
the use of the persons who received it. 

Mr. RankIN stated, in behalf of the committee 
which had at the last session reported this bill, that 
it was bottomed on information received from the 
General Land Office, and on a request from the 
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Secretary of the Treasury that some compensation | adequate to the risk and labor of the duty, which 
might be provided for the extra services of these | Mr. R. fully explained. Some of the land offi. 
land officers. In addition to which, the com-j| cers have now to travel two or three hundred 
mittee had a letter from the Commissioner of the | miles to carry the public money to the place of 
General Land Office, describing the additional | deposite, at their own risk, and without compensa- 
duties assigned to the land officers under the law | tion, the present compensation looking only to 
extending relief to the debtors for public lands; | the receiving and safe-keeping of the money, &c. 
and also a number of extracts of letters from the| Mr. Woop rose for further informativn before 
officers themselves, saying that the nature of the | he gave his vote on this bill. He said the result 
business devolved on them was such that they | of the examination he had made into the emolu- 
could not perform it for the {ees allowed by law, | ments of the land officers, as far as he had the 
but that, to save the individua!s concerned, and to | means of examining them, was, that he found 
prevent the law from being wholly inoperative, | them to be, in some cases, very large. In the case 
they had progressed in the business, re on the | of the Cahawba land office, for example, he 
justice of the Government for indemnity for their | found the emoluments must have been something 
extra services. like five thousand dollars in one year, to which 

At the suggestion of Mr. R. the letters from the | this bill would add four thousand more, making 
Secretary 7 the Treasury and Commissioner of something like nine thousand dollars, while at 
the General Land Office, as well as several ex- 
tracts of letters from the registers and receivers of 
the land offices were read. 

Mr. CuamBeERs confirmed, generally, what had 
fallen from his colleague (Mr. Vance) upon this 
subject. It had been generally understood, he be- 
lieved, at the time the relief law went into opera- 
tion, that it would be a profitable business to the 
land officers; and he had understood, incidental- 
ly, that the profits of the office at Zanesville from 
that business had amounted to $1500. Wishin 
farther time to examine the subject of this bill 
he moved that the bill be laid on the table— 

Which motion was agreed to. 


RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEY. 


The engrossed bill “ fixing the compensation of 
receivers of public moneys for their services in 
transmitting public moneys to safe places of de- 

ite,’ was read a third time; and the question 

ing “Shall this bill pass?” a debate arose on 
the bill, which can only be noticed briefly. 

Mr. Tracy objected to the passage of the bill, 





other land offices, the officers received compara- 
tively very little compensation. He suggested 
these things for consideration only, that gentle- 
men might be prepared to give the necessary in- 
formation on the subject at another day. 

Mr. Barer, of Ohio, called for the reading of 
the provisions of a law which limits the compen- 
sation of receivers and registers of land offices to 
$3,000 per annum. 

Mr. Woon said he had not before been aware 
of this provision; but it did not materially affect 
the objection which he had stated to the present 
bill, as adding too much to that compensation. 

Mr. Cook examined, somewhat in detail, the 
subject of this bill, which he said appeared to 
hima to be entirely misunderstood. The compen- 
sation proposed to be allowed for the transmission 
of money was to be fixed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and was not to exceed one per cent. If 
the necessary expense of transporting it should be 
but a quarter per cent., more than that could not 
be allowed. One per cent. was the maximum of 
the allowance to be made for this service. The 
because he was not convinced of its necessity. | bill would not, he said, put a solitary cent into 
The House had been told, indeed, that the pres- | the pockets of the land officers more than they 
ent compensation for this service was inadequate. | now receive, and only proposed to defray the ad- 
That, Mr. T. said, was a matter of opinion, de- | ditional expense arising from the insolvency of 
pending on each one’s notion of what was or was | most of the Western banks, and their ceasing to 
not adequate. Before he voted on the question, | become places of deposite for the public money. 
he should like to know what were the actual | The Secretary of the Treasury, who saw the 
emoluments of these land officers. Almost every | evil of the present system, had come forward and 
day, he said, he received letters from old acquaint- | reeommended this measure, which Mr. C. hoped 
ances of his who had migrated to the West, ear- | would be adopted. 
nestly requesting him to procure them situations| Mr. SLoane confirmed the statements which 
in these land offices, from which he presumed | had been made of the law and the facts in favor 
these employments were lucrative. Whenever | of this bill. 
he found these or any other public officers re-}| Mr. Ranxtn added further explanations on the 
signing their offices in consequence of the inade- | subject. Notwithstanding whatever partial views 
quacy of their compensation, he should become | might be taken of the emoluments of the land 
alarmed for the consequences, and willing to in- | officers, yet, take one year with another, he be- 
crease their compensation ; but, under present | lieved the compensation now allowed to them to 
circumstances, he did not feel any disposition to | be wholly inadequate to the services rendered. 
do so in this case, &c. | The gentleman from New York had adverted to 

Mr. Ross was in favor of the bill. It was well | the number of persons who seek for those offices, 
known to all who were acquainted with the busi- | as constituting an argument in favor of their lu- 
ness of the Land Office, and with the manner in | crativeness. Mr. R. said he too had some expe- 
which it is transacted, that the compensation for | rience of the nature of that stated by the gentle- 
the transmission of public moneys Is wholly in- | man from New York; but he asked that gentle- 
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man if he had ever heard of any public office that 

was not sought after. It was wholly immaterial | 
what were the emoluments of any public office, 
applicants enough would be found for it. The 
effect of lowering the salaries annexed to public | 
employment was not to diminish the number of | 
applicants for them, but to get incompetent men | 
to fillthem. This, Mr. R. said, was false econ- 

omy. He protested against it, as injurious to the 

best interests of the country. Immediately after 

the war, distraction seemed to have seized on all 

classes of the people in their rage for speculation 

in the public lands, as in every thing else. The 
quantity of land sold at some of the land offices 
was immense; in consequence of which Con- 
gress thought proper to diminish the, per centage 
on the sales of public lands which had been al- 
lowed to the registers and receivers. But, since 
that time, things had retired to their natural chan- 
nel, and the compensations of these officers had 
become decidedly inadequate to their duties. 

Mr. Barser, of Ohio, stated the fact as to the 
land office in the district in which he residéd. 
The money received had to be transported quar- 
terly, often in specie, and on horseback, one hun- 
dred miles to the place of deposite; and, including 
the necessary expense of travelling, &c., the one | 
per cent. proposed to be allowed would hardly pay | 
the cost of transportation. 

Mr. Sreruine, of New York, was not ready, he 
said, to vote on this bill. By a report which was 
made at the last session of Congress, he had been | 
perfectly satisfied that the expenses of the land | 
offices were greater than necessary, and that the 
officers themselves were already abundantly re- 
warded for their services. At the Cahawba land 
office, he found the register and receiver charging, 
together, $4,000 forclerk hirealone, which wascon- | 
sidered an incidental expense. High charges were 











also made for rent, &c., making the whole amount 
of “incidental expenses” at Cahawba for the year 
1820, and the three first quarters of the year 1821, 
to be more than $8,000. It struck him there was 
something wrong in this—that the expenditures 
were larger than they ought to be; and, until he 
was satisfied on that point, he could not give his 
vote for the bill. He moved therefore, for the 
present, that the bill lie on the table. 

On the vote, the bill was ordered to lie on the 
table as moved. 


PORTO RICO EXPEDITION. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, yesterday submitted by 
Mr. CoLpen: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House such informa- 
tion as he may possess, with regard to any hostile ex- 
pedition which may have been prepared in the United | 
States, and sailed from thence, within the present 
year, against the territory or dependency of any 
Power in amity with the United States, and to in- 
form this House whether any measures have been 
taken to bring to condign punishment persons who 
may have been concerned in such expedition, con- 
trary to the laws of the United States. 











Mr. LirtLe moved to strike out all that part of 
the resolution which follows the word “ States,” 
in the 7th line, and in lieu thereof insert the fol- 
lowing : 

“ And inform this House what amendments to the 
existing laws are necessary to punish persons who 
may have been concerned in any such expedition.” 


Mr. Cotpen said he had no objection to this 
amendment, as he understood it, though for his 
own part he believed that the existing laws were 
competent to the purpose of punishing this offence 
against the public peace. It was punishable, by 
law, by imprisonment not exceeding three years, 
and also by fine. It appeared proper, Mr. C. said, 
that he should ask the attention of the House for 
a few minutes, whilst he explained the considera- 
tions which had induced him to propose this reso- 
ution. It was well understood, he presumed, that 
it had reference to an expedition, said to have 
been fitted out from our ports against the de- 
pendency of a country with which we are in 
amity—he meant the expedition against the Island 
of Porto Rico. Although we have no further in- 
formation on the subject than what is derived 
from the newspapers, he believed the information 


| was of that sort to justify the proposition now on 


the table. In regard to this subject, Mr. C. said 
there had been various reports. It had been stated 
that a considerable hostile expedition had been 
fitted out from our shores—partly, it was said, 
from the port of Philadelphia; in part from the 
port of Baltimore, and in part from New York. 
The accounts of it were contradictory, but all 
agreed in this: that such an expedition had de- 
parted from this country. It appeared to him 
there were some considerations connected with 
this expedition, which deserved the consideration 
of the House. It must be recollected by all, that, 
not long since, the United States had taken pos- 
session of one of the dependencies of this very 
power, viz., Amelia Island. Our justification for 
doing so, was, that it was a harbor for pirates, or 
a place where expeditions were fitted out without 
the interference of the Government of Spain to 
prevent it. It was not long since, moreover, we 
had made applications to Spain and to her colo- 
nial government of Cuba, remonstrating to that 
Power, that she had not done her duty to us and 
to the world, inasmuch as she has not restrained 
the enterprises of individuals from her ports; and 
it was a remarkable circumstance, that at the 
very time this expedition was fitted out to wrest 
from the mother country this dependency of Porto 
Rico, we had a negotiator there remonstrating 
with the Governor of that dependency in strong 
terms, but with a courtesy and propriety of man- 
ner which did honor to the naval character (Cap- 
tain Spence) who conducted the negotiation, 
against the unlawful expeditions fitted from that 
port to cruise on the high seas. Another singu- 
lar circumstance, Mr. C. said, was worth notice: 
that one of the persons at the head of this hostile 
expedition, he who signed his name as Secretary 
of State, was a gentleman who, not very long 
ago, was diplomatic agent of this Government to 
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the territories of that Government to which Porto 
Rico was a dependency. Mr. C. said it was not 
his intention, 7 this resolution, to cast censure 
on any one. e do know, said he, that expedi- 
tions may be fitted out from our ports without 
our Government having knowledge of the fact, or 
the means of preventing it. It was quite probable 
the President might answer, to this resolution, 
that he had no information on the subject ; or, if 
he did not, he might tell the House that he has 
dirécted the proper officers to investigate the trans- 
action in question. In either case, Mr. C. said, 
he should be satisfied. His great object was to 
show to other nations that, while we demand 
justice from them, we are not indifferent to the 
conduct of our own citizens. 

Mr. C. on further reflection, and consulting 
members near him, declined assenting to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Lirr.te; and the 
question being on agreeing to that amendment— 


Mr. Connict objected to it as contemplating 
an alteration in the laws for the punishment of 
offences already committed, thus giving to them 
an ez post facto operation. 


Mr. Hit had another objection to the amend- 
ment. It was the first time, he said, he had ever 
heard it proposed to apply to the President for his 
opinion what laws Congress ought to pass upon 


mr aupgeet. 

r. Tracy objected to the amendment on the 
grounds taken by the two gentlemen who preced- 
ed him, and enlarged upon them. 


Mr. Litre said his reason for proposing any 


disposition to give his assent to a resolution which 
called in question the conduct of the Executive 
of the country in relation to an alleged violation 
of existing laws. He did not feel himself justified 
in voting for a declaration, in effect, that the pro- 
per authorities have refused or neglected to exe- 
cute the laws of the Union. His amendment was 
drawn up in haste, on the suggestion of the mo- 
ment, and certainly not with the most distant idea 
of passing ex post facto laws. His object was, to 
devise laws to punish offences of this description 
that may be hereafter committed, if such laws do 
not now exist. If the gentleman would consent 
to strike out the latter clause, Mr. L. said he would 
waive his proposed amendment, leaving the ques- 
tion of law to be examined by the proper commit- 
tees of this House. 

Mr. L. then withdrew his amendment and 
moved to strike out the latter clause of the re- 
solve, without proposing to substitute any thing 
for it. 

Mr. Cocke said he hoped the House would not 
agree to strike out the latter clause of the resolu- 
tion. It only proposed to inquire of the President 
whether any measures had been taken by the Gov- 
ernment to bring to punishment the persons, if 
any, who have been concerned in fitting out an 
expedition from our ports. If the President has 
been apprized of prosecutions having been set on 
foot against those persons, it will be necessary for 
this House to proceed further. But, suppose it 





amendment to this resolution was, that he felt no 


should not be so, and the President should tell the 
House he had received no information to justify a 
rosecution; the subject would then be fairly 
ore the House, and it would take such measures 
to punish those who shall be guilty of violations 
of public peace as it should deem necessary. For 
his part, Mr. C. said, he could not perceive in this 
resolution any imputations against any body. Al 
that was asked for was information. There was 
no imputation whatever against the President ip 
the clause proposed to be stricken out; and he 
2 an the Hones would retain it and get all the 
information on the subject which the resolution 
calls for. 

Mr. Wricut did not approve of the idea of 
calling on the President to know what laws were 
to be passed, or what prosecutions had been insti- 
tuted, in regard to this or any other matter. The 

roper course, he thought, would be, to refer these 
inquiries to the Judiciary Committee. It was the 
duty of this House to know what the laws of the 
country are, and not to go to the President for in- 
formation on that head. Besides, to refer an in- 
quiry of this sort to the Executive would be to 
blend and confound its duties with those of the Ju- 
diciary. Mr. W. protested against the idea of 
passing laws to punish those who have committed 
crimes not heretofore provided for. Every heart 
must revolt, he said, against a proposition of that 
sort. Even the Supreme Being would not inflict 

unishment for the disobedience of his Jaws, if he 

ad not previously communicated it. No law can 
be violated which has not pre-existed and been di- 
vulged. With regard to the description of offences 
against the laws of nations embraced in this res- 
olution, Mr. W. said we had gone farther in our 
provisions to prevent and punish them than any 
other nation in the world. We feel as much in- 
dignation at them as any other people on earth, 
and we have gone as far to showit. The pre- 
sumption, Mr. W. said, was that the Executive 
had done his duty in this matter ; and the House 
could find employment enough in the discharge 
of its own duty, without calling on the Execu- 
tive to ask him whether he has done hisduty. The 
presumption was, that the Executive had done its 
duty, and the House had no right, without infor- 
mation to that effect, to suppose otherwise. 

Mr. Ruea thought that this resolution went 
upon a strange principle. It presumed in the first 
place that a certain fact had occurred ; it then pre- 
sumed that the President knew of that fact; and 
it further presumed that measures had not been 
adopted to punish the persons guilty of the a. 
sumed offence. If the Executive was to be called 
upon by resolutions of this sort, bottomed upon 
hypothesis and uncertainty, the House would be 
involved in an endless labyrinth of difficulties. 
Mr. R. said he conceived it to be incumbent on 
the gentleman from New York to show to the 
House what knowledge he himseif has of the facts 
presumed. There ought to be some evidence for 
the House to go upon. This House cannot know 
that the President has any information of such an 
expedition being carried on. Mr. R. concluded 


by repeating his call on Mr. Coipen to give to 
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the House the personal knowledge which he pos- 
sessed on this subject. . 

Mr. Lirrvie added a few words in favor of his 
motion to strike out the latter clause of the reso- 
lution; when the question was taken on his mo- 
tion, and decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the resolution in its original shape, and decided 
in the affirmative, by a large majority. 





Fripay, December 13. 

Mr. Barty, from Maryland, appeared and took 
his seat. 

Mr. Auten, of Tennessee, presented a petition 
of James Royal, of that State, as also, of sundry 
inhabitants of the said State, on his behalf; set- 
ting forth that the said Royal lost both his eyes 
by the explosion of a cannon, which he was as- 
sisting in firing on an occasion of public rejoicing, 
and praying that a pension may be granted him; 
which petition was referred to a select committee ; 
and Messrs. ALLEN of Tennessee, Retp of Geor- 
gia, and Batt, were appointed the said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce, reported a bill to repeal the third section 
of the act, entitled “An act supplementary to an 
act, entitled ‘An act concerning navigation.” 
{This bill provides, “That the third section of 
the act, entitled ‘An act supplementary to an act, 
entitled ‘An act concerning navigation,” passed 
15th of May, 1820, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. | 

The bill was read twice, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time to-day; and was 
subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to which was recommitted 
the bill supplementary to, and to amend, an act 
entitled “An act to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage,” passed 2d of March, 
1799, and to repeal an act supplementary thereto, 
passed 20th of April, 1818, and for other purposes, 
reported a new bill of the same title, which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Fui.er, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the Message from 
the President upon the subject of piracy, reported 
a bill authorizing an additional naval force for the 
suppression of piracy; which bill was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Hempuitt, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to the Cumberland Road, reported a bill for 
the preservation and repair of the Cumberland 
Road ; which bill was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Hempnitt, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill making appropriations for the 
Cumberland Road; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

_Mr. Scorr submitted the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to transmit to this House all the books and 
reports of the several Boards of Commissioners, and 
of the Recorder of Land Titles, in relation to the ad- 
justment of land claims derived from the French and 
Spanish authorities situated in the now State of Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas. 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
one day. 

On motion of Mr. TarTnatu, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads were instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
the act of the last session of Congress, establishing 
the post route from “Pensacola to St. Marks, 
thence to Vollusia Dexter’s on the St. Johns river, 
thence, down the river, to Picolata, and thence to 
St. Augustine,” as to submit the selection of the 
most practicable and convenient route between 
Pensacola and St. Augustine, to the discretion of 
the Postmaster General. 

On motion of Mr. Tomtinson, the Committee 
of Commerce were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of repealing the act passed April 26th, 
1816, by which was al'owed an additional com- 
pensation of fifty per cent. to the compensation of 
certain officers of the customs, therein named. 

Mr. JenninGs submitted the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the 10th 
instant on the two per cent. fund of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Missouri, be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing, by law, the emission of Treasury 
notes, to the nominal amount of dollars, for the 
purpose of extending the Western National Road, and 
which notes to be received only in payment of public 
lands to be sold by the United States. 

Mr. J. made a few remarks in support of his 
proposition, the purport of which was, that, as 
one of the objections of going on with the Na- 
tional Road was the state of the Treasury, it was 
worth inquiry whether a mode of prosecuting it 
could not be devised, which would take nothing 
from the Treasury, but be beneficial to the public 
interest. Asthe resolution proposed inquiry mere- 
ly, he did not conceive further remark upon it 
necessary. 

Without further debate, the question was taken 
on agreeing to the resolution, and decided in the 
negative by a large majority. So the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. CuamBers submitted for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the time allowed by law for issuing and locating Mili- 
tary Land Warrants, to officers and soldiers of the 
Revolutionary Army, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. RANKIN suggested that the subject of the 
resolution had been already referred, he believed, 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Cuampers said the subject which had been 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, was 
that of Virginia Military Warrants, and not that 
which this resolution embraced. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. Hitt, the Message from the 
President of the United States, communicated at 
the last session to this House, respecting the ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian title to fends the right 
of soil in which is claimed by individual States, 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act to repeal the 
third section of the act, entitled An act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled “An act concerning 
navigation,” was read the third time, and passed. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
took up the following bill, being that reported this 
day by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


An Act authorizing an additional naval force for the 
suppression of piracy. 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is, authorized to purchase or 
construct a sufficient number of vessels, in addition to 
those now employed, of such burden and construction 
as he may deem necessary, and to fit, equip, and man 
the same for immediate service, for the purpose of re- 
pressing piracy, and of affording effectual protection 
to the citizens and commerce of the United States in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the seas and territories ad- 
jacent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
of dollars be appropriated to meet the expendi- 
ture to be incurred as aforesaid, and paid out of any 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. Fuucer presented a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, embracing the details of force 
necessary to be provided, and an estimate of the 
cost thereof, which was read. In conformity to 
the suggestions contained in that document, and 
to the opinion of the Naval Committee, Mr. F. 
moved to fill the blank in the bill with the sum of 
$160,000—declining to urge any arguments in 
support of the measure itself, as not considering 
them necessary. 

The motion to fill the blank was agreed to. 

Mr. FLoyp, of Virginia, then rose, and moved 
to strike out of the bill the words “ purchase or,” 
so as to require the vessels therein mentioned to 
be built, and not purchased. If we are to embark 
in schemes for spending the three or four millions 
in the Treasury, Mr. F’. said he should prefer that 
the objects of the expenditure should be such as 
were worthy of it. He was opposed to making 
this appropriation for purchasing the refuse com- 
modities of unprofitable traders—those schooners 
and steamboats, referred to in the letter of the 
Secretary just read. The mania for steamboats 
prevailed for a while, but the paper mania had 
ruined that, and there were abundance of steam- 
boats now to sell. If any vessels were to be pro- 
cured, he wished they might be such as should be 
permanently useful, and not such as, according to 
the suggestion in the Secretary’s letter, might be 





sold after the cut-throats of Matanzas were dis-{ not been a mania. 


posed of. Mr. F’. assigned some grounds on which 


he placed little faith in estimates of the descr} 
tion now presented to the House. We have had 
an estimate of a building for a naval seminary, i) 
cost ten thousand dollars, which is to be as large 
as one of the public offices, which cost the Unite 
States a hundred thousand dollars. Further, said 
he, we authorized at a former session an expendi. 
ture of ninety thousand dollars, under an act {oy 
the suppression of the slave trade. It was dis. 
tinctly understood in that committee that the ob- 
ject of this appropriation was that the vessels of 
the United States should be employed on the coast 
of Africa, and that the necessary expenditure 
caused by this employment should be defrayed 
out of this fund. And yet the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, at the following 
session, wondered at the oversight of Congress in 
not having aertonee one for this very pur. 
pose, and the Executive gravely recommended to 
them to make an appropriation for it. Perhaps, 
after these vessels were done with that are now to 
be procured, they might be sold, for their having 
seen service, at an advantage, and put money into 
the Treasury! He wished it might be so; for he 
said he was radically fond of money, and wished 
to keep these three millions in the Treasury for 
this year, and for the next year, and for the next; 
and perhaps we might redeem our credit by the 
year 1825. He was not disposed to refuse any 
measure which might be necessary to put down 
the pirates. They ought to be destroyed, and he 
hoped they would. But, he said, we ought to 
build for ourselves, and not provide the requisite 
force by buying old steamboats and unserviceable 
schooners. 

Mr. Fuuuer said, if the question was between 
purchasing and building vessels, and the one could 
be done in any thing like the same time as the 
other, he should agree with the gentleman in pre- 
ferring the construction to the purchase of them. 
Veotels constructed for the purpose might, how- 
ever, be as indifferent as any that could be pur- 
chased ; and it was quite likely to be the case if 
they should be constructed in haste. If the gen- 
tleman meant to give six or eight or ten months’ 
time to their construction, and in the mean time 
let the pirates have their way, (and such must be 
the consequence of the success of this motion,) 
Mr. F. was wholly averse to it. If the vessels 
were to be built suddenly, of green timber, they 
would be worse than any that were likely to be 
purchased. The service for which they were 1n- 
tended would be a short one; and, if the vessels 
escaped out of it, they would be so little deterior- 
ated as to sell for nearly or quite as much as they 
will have cost; and it might be an argument in 
favor of this plan, at least with the gentlemen 
who are very fond of economy, that no great loss 
would be sustained by the employment of this ad- 
ditional force. Mr. F. did not believe with Mr. 
FLoyp in the existence, now or heretofore, of 4 
steamboat mania. They were almost the only 
objects presenting an opportunity for the exercise 
of the spirit of speculation, on which there had 
He was convinced that, on 
this subject, not only this House, but the whole 
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‘nation, was in peneeice of its sober senses, and 


that a beneficial use would be made of the agency 
of steam under this bill, which, however, would 
be passed to little purpose, if, before pursuing the 
pirates, time were taken to build vessels for the 
pur e. y 

r. Cocker, of Tennessee, said he was sorry 
that any altercation should have taken place be- 
tween the gentlemen from Virginia and Massa- 
chusetts, on the subject of building or purchasing 
steamboats. Recollect, said Mr. C., that we have 
three steamboats on the Ohio, which can easily 
be taken down to New Orleans, and thence into 
the Gulf of Mexico. These boats had been pur- 
chased for the use of the Government some years 
ago, and he presumed were yet in its possession. 

e was surprised to have heard an application 
made to the loam to appropriate money for steam- 
boats, presuming that the gentlemen would have 
recollected those steamboats, which, Mr. C. said, 
were not now engaged in service. 

Mr. Tomuinson, of Connecticut, said, he was 
opposed to the amendment. He was certainly 
very well pleased that we have three millions in 
the Treasury, and he would go with the gentle- 
man from Vinginis in all reasonable measures to 
preserve and increase thatsum. But the object of 
the measure now proposed was not only to protect 
the lives of those who are employed in the public 
service, but also to protect commerce; that com- 
merce which has given to us this surplus of three 
millions of dollars. And, he asked, would gentle- 
men withdraw protection from this great source 
of our revenue? Would they delay the prepara- 
tion of this expedition, when, by doing so, they 
would sacrifice one of the most important inter- 
ests of the country? If these vessels were to be 
constructed, instead of purchased, every gentle- 
man acquainted with the subject knew that it 
would require a considerable time to carry the bill 
into effect. During the Winter our commerce is 
the most exposed to the depredations which this 
bill is intended to repress. It was in the coming 
months of February and March that our com- 
merce would suffer most from these piracies, be- 
cause it was in those months that it was most 
extensively carried on. It was necessary that the 
small vessels to be purchased should be fast sail- 
ers; and vessels of this sort could be more readily 
bought than built. Unless the object was to pre- 
vent the adoption of sufficient measures to put 
down the pirates, this amendment ought not to be 
made. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, said, he did not un- 
derstand his honorable friend from Virginia, as 
Opposing the measures necessary to put an end to 
piracy, but as suggesting that it would be better 
to build the vessels than to purchase them. Mr. 
S. believed that the power of purchasing these 
vessels ought to be given to the Executive. He 
believed that vessels could be bought for this ser- 
vice as fit for it as if built for the purpose—such 
vessels as were constantly building within the 
Chesapeake Bay—such as are captured by the 
pirates themselves and converted to their use. 


There were no vessels of their class superior to | 
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this description of vessels which are built for sale 
on the waters of the Chesapeake. The object of 
the bill, he thought, would be better answered by 
leaving to the Executive the right of purchasing 
these vessels, and he hoped that, by an exertion of 
this right, such a force would speedily be organ- 
ized as completely to suppress piracies. 

Mr. FLoyp repeated that he was not in the 
least opposed to taking measures for the suppres- 
sion of piracy, but only to the mode in which the 
Executive Department of the Government pro- 
posed to make that suppression. He had no no- 
tion, he said, of purchasing steamboats to catch 
pirates. He adverted to the premium given dur- 
ing the late war with Great Britain for catching 
Englishmen, and the speculations on this pre- 
mium, drawing therefrom an inference which the 
reporter heard too indistinctly to sketch. 

Mr. Taytor, of New York, said that the tra- 
gedy so recently acted in the West Indies fur- 
nished to his mind a conclusive argument against 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia. He assented to the general proposition 
that it is better to build than to purchase vessels 
of war of every class. The experience and pro- 
fessional skill of those distinguished officers who 
fill the place of Commissioners of the Navy Board 
with so much honor to themselves and advantage 
to the nation, were appreciated by none more 
highly than by him. Qn all occasions when im- 
perious necessity did not forbid, he should advo- 
cate the propriety of having our national vessels 
constructed under their superintendence. But, in 
our present exigency, said Mr. TayLor, we can- 
not wait the slow process of construction. We 
have no time to lose. Piracies are multiplied to 
an alarming degree. It is to the disgrace of civ- 
ilized nations that they have been perpetrated so 





tuted authorities. Public feeling at length is 
aroused. But it required an invaluable sacrifice 
to effect it. The shade of the brave departed 
ALLEN invokes immediate protection for our de- 
fenceless seamen. This youthful hero is laid in 
his grave, distant, far distant from his native land, 
and from the protecting roof which filial piety had 
afforded tc his now disconsolate friends. He was 
slain by ignoble hands, but he fell in a glorious 
cause. Humanity weeps over the tomb of her 
champion, and demands of his murderers an aw- 
ful retribution. He poured out his life in conflict 
against the foe of God and man, and the voice of 
God and man cry for speedy vengeance. Let us, 
in justice to public feeling, which, in every por- 
tion of our country is deep and indignant against 
the inhuman, the unrelenting cruelties of the 
pirates in the West Indies, promptly organize a 
torce adequate to their total extermination. Tem- 
porizing measures would enhance the evil; they © 
would invite to the perpetration of new atrocities, 
while another—another—and yet another brave 
seaman would be laid by the side of the lamented 
Allen. Mr. T., in conclusion, expressed a hope 
that the gentleman from Virginia would consent 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. FLoyp again repeated, that he was not 
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is 
willing to throw any impediment in the way of | well before it was given. The same argumen 
the chastisement of the pirates. Allen, it was | might be drawn from the supposed entry of a Brit. 
true, had been slain tne irates. That he was | ish island as of a Spanish territory. He did not 
a meritorious officer, Mr. F. did believe; and he | rise to make a motion, but to suggest a doubt: 
did not believe that, with very few exceptions, | and if that doubt were confined to himself, hy 
our Navy affords any other than meritorious offi- | should not object to the bill as it stood. 
cers. And if the nation and Government were | Mr. Fuicer said, the committee which reporte; 
always as mindful of that as gentlemen seemed | this bill, aware that there might be a difficulty 
to be on the present occasion, we should not have | on this point, had not reported a bill to authorize 
to ‘witness the spectacle of brave officers applying even the pursuing the pirates on the land, much 
at this time in vain for justice at their hands. | less the entering the territories of foreign Power; 
The gallant Commodore Barron would not now | to search for them. The bill was simply intended 
be refused the opportunity of active service, nor | to provide for the suppression of piracy and the 
should we bestow our eulogies on the dead while | protection of commerce; and there was nothing 
we stab the reputation of the living man. Was | in it which could by possibility warrant the con- 
it a privilege of the dead that justice, or more | struction that it was to give authority to the Exe. 
than justice should be done them, while the liv- | cutive to seek for pirates in the territories of for- 
ing are left to weep over the injustice of their | eign Powers. The question with regard to the 
country? Mr. F. said he was disposed to cherish | law of nations on this subject, it was not necessary 
the Navy, and even the Army, wretchedly man- | here to discuss ; but Mr. F. confessed that he had 
aged as it had been. No man was more disposed | entertained the opinion, that if an officer should 
than he to do justice to the Navy, or to punish | find pirates escaping from his — to a territory 
piracy. The only objection he had made was to | of a foreign Power, he might have a right to pur- 
the mode of doing it; and, lest his motion for | sue them into the actual (not nominal) jurisdic- 
amendment might be, by the most censorious, con- | tion of that Power. Whether that was the law 
sidered as an indication of opposition to the de- | or not, this bill conferred no authority whatever 








struction of the pirates, he withdrew it. | on the subject. It was a question, the decision of 
The question recurring on the general principle | which must depend on the laws of nations. On 
of the bill— | this point he had no doubt such instructions would 


Mr. Evstis said he was well aware that it was | begiven by the Executive to our cruisers as would 
desirable that this bill should pass without any | completely guard the amicable relations between 
improper delay ; but it was more desirable that no | the United States and foreign countries. This 
bill. should pass this House without the deliberate | bill would not have the least tendency towards a 
consideration due to it. He did not know that | different course of proceeding. 
the doubt in his mind, as to an expression in that| Mr. Eustis said, he did not understand that, 
bill, was well founded, but it was of such a nature | according to the law of nations, any one Power 
as to make it necessary for him to call the atten- | hasa right to make war on the territory of a neu- 
tion of the House to it. He alluded to the ex- | tral, for any purpose whatever. Every nation has 
pression in the bill alluding to the West India | a right to pursue pirates on the high seas, but Mr. 
seas “and territories adjacent.” He doubted, for | E. very much doubted whether the officers of one 
himself, whether piracy could effectually be put | nation had a right to enter the jurisdictional limits 
an end to without giving authority to our naval | of another country for any purpose whatever. We 
officers to pursue the pirates on the land, and there | have a right to execute our own laws, but not to 
make them prisoners. He did not know but such | undertake to make or execute law for another 
a provision was necessary; but, if so, it was pro-| country. The power to pursue pirates into the 
per that the House should know that such an | territories of another nation wasa very broad one: 
authority was given. This bill, it appeared to | it was in fact a power to make war. If the bill 
him, went to authorize any hostile operations ne- | were to pass in this shape, not only would the Ex- 
cessary to accomplish the object of the suppres- | ecutive and its officers feel disposed to fulfil the 
sion of piracy. He had been one of those who | wishes of the Legislature, but they would be bound 
was in favor of passing a bill even to that extent; | to do it. He did not wish to considered as 
but he had his doubts whether this House was | making unnecessary objections ; but it appeared 
ready to invest the Executive with a power | to him that Congress could not, consistently with 
amounting to that of making war. He supposed | the laws of nations, confer the power which this 
cases which might arise under this bill. Our offi- | bill appeared to him to give. 
cers might pursue pirates into the Islatid of Cuba,| Mr. Wricut hoped the House would give al! 
and the Spanish author.ties might resist them. | the power which the bill proposed to give—he was 
Here was at once the commencement of hostilities | sure it would not be abused. Mr. W. made some 
between us and Spain. He did not know whe- | other remarks, in the course of which he intimated 
ther it was not worth the hazard of a war to au- | a wish that Congress would give to our naval 
thorize our officers to enter the territories of other | officers a broader and more absolute power, 10 
Powers in search of pirates. The power which | regard to the pirates, than any with which this 
he supposed to be conveyed by the bill was one | bill could clothe them. 
which he had no doubt the Executive, and even| Mr. A. Smyrn, of Virginia, proposed an amend- 
our Navy officers, would exercise with discretion ; | ment, to constitute the third section of the bill, in 
but it was one which ought to be reflected upon | the following words : 
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And further enacted, i i i f a neutral or 
i That the President be | even a pirate into the territory o 
4 hoe iened and required, to pursue | friendly Power, until that Power has refused to 
= nt by land, on any of the West India islands | interpose, or is incompetent by reason of its own 
peg ee they may resort, as well as on the ocean, | jmbecility to prevent and punish the crime. Has 
until they are exterminated.” | this House any information that the a 
Mr. S. said, as the power of doing this was | of Spain has refused its aid to mane on = 
‘ed by the tleman from Massachusetts, | cies, or that she is incompetent to do it ? e 
rt ‘ial necessary that the question | have no such information, nor any on which we 
= aoe cepa aie d be cetand decided here. | could ground such a measure as that which is 
He 1 cal duan eam would not pass a law in| proposed by the amendment; and if we were to 
et y of th Executive was undefined, | pursue pirates on her territory, the result would 
nea omen ge seemanalbility from themselves Ss an immediate complaint of such ae of 
a i ibility i her territorial rights. And what answer could we 
oe aoe this are tee, bday ced hat eae to such ‘canaiiaet Could we say that 
eee: . ed, by his amendment, | the Government of Spain was unable or unwil- 
et h ’ Sesestiay should have the ling to interpose its aid to prevent the recurrence 
so ate, it heal be its duty, to — of such piracies? We could not, because on that 
agg irates int we have no information. But, was it ne- 
eee ae ; a aaieuakal ore mae, for our purpose, to pursue these pirates 
ee edions wa Id be considered as allies | on the land? Was it not almost certain they 
ee saa. a should be considered as | might be put down without our doing so? The 
allies o choles tes si ing the pirates | documents upon the table state the opinion of the 
= ie oe aaakon = were | Executive and of the Navy Department to be ex- 
yarn oat ‘it is lawful, even in national | plicitly that this object may be —— > 
¢c . ’ . . . 
rri- e of a few months, without any sue 
noes ets lop hides eae ie aan and dangerous remedy as is contained 
aoe aceaterh : a vigbe to put down aed. in this amendment, which it cnonid bation enough 
Sees kava make Sesialant the pirates, we | to consider when its consideration was forced 
If we have a right to exterminate the pira nena piston weil aptineats ante premises 
cater hg agree eo me apg ger tee aid he, give the Executive Soe 
ne is ter 
i i it to send out this force, anda 
ean ae - sates " Sane eee ee or ae te promptly and to the utmost 
the gentleman from Massachusetts pro . : ane 
its i s ty—if, after the Executive has 
iim, -Anaciting so bee ectuacott lunieainn, | meotowey, weneeesieite busine Mala 
ocean. According to that strictness o » t eas 
. : t be exterminated, let us remonstrate 
our officers are not to enter a bay or creek to pur- | rates canno ; 
i ‘orei i .s and call on the Spanish Government to expe 
oe son ante remastge edeceaien - —- them from its eden and territories. If, — oe, 
i s gi i - ish Government refuses or is unable to 
measures. But, said he, let us give a direct sanc- | the Spanis ( 7 
; is - then I will go with the gentleman. 
Goni boodeptoly that it agri, undenped se .Beny 34r. Steka anid; nel k- sesieeaaaeenaia 
iitie aan tes il t ” mea : lied to this object 
pirates are = be _— until they are entirely - emer oe unahiemaa — a . 
destroyed, wherever found. suf , hie _ 
Mr. McLane, of Delaware, felt as mies a oa —— sama wl with som 
‘ vil as ‘ 
mee ve eae . Saueandineman : Mr. Wenntteue the gentleman from Dela- 
ap aabatona tee that pur om to be at| ware had not taken a full view of this a 
as ! les ll the wor 
least persuaded that they are calculated to effect | Pirates, Mr W. said, non ee nec oe 
the object in view, and not to involve us in more sane on eee eee 
serious difficulties. By the amendment now pro- | shores of other nations awe 
. . . . . i iend 
ed to this bill, the utmost scope is given—no | not for going quite as far as his re ri 
imit is d to the power of the Government | from Virginia. But as far as the law of nations 
abeiortieanmemioan i ; could go, he would—wherever pirates were found, 
So sername stein nana ateage| ad a h wool ursue them, within or without the ju- 
ey Se avaeuaes aie dann sn riedietion of another Power, to the very shore— 
’ ’ on 
ri i it of e would go further, and capture them up 
ee a a Ww ‘hi ; ee theca ee He should not be aftaid of offending 
aut Mr. MeLe ue’ i iple of the laws of any nation by pursuing pirates, because no nation 
aalin Subrebee teed d laims them. A pirate is a pirate; to whatever 
nations with which I am acquainted, to . 4 c —_ - a — Melosuel be: oaeaell 
‘wf a : ¥ a 
kat bape a - i ‘odegnan ee > siaee wean ite laws and those of every other 
iiiena fertencine on ae aie t ‘mi sathon Mr. W. added some other remarks, as to 
sap Saaeatenen ie which n our-| what would be the proper destiny of ” mee 
i ich the i istincly hear. Itas 
shen profess to be governed in our conduct to-| which the Reporter did not oe 7” — 
wards other nations, and by which we insist | believed, however, he propose 
h ae hall be ; d in their con-| change them with the Turks for the Greeks 
ice on a eeit hom they have carried and sold into captivity. 
duct towards us. We have no right to pursue | whom they 
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Mr. Cook, of Illinois, suggested a modification 
of Mr. SmytTx’s amendment, which, being adopt- 
ed, he should be decidedly in favor of the amend- 
ment. His modification was to add, after the 
word “islands,” in the third line of Mr. SmytTn’s 
amendment, the following words: “permission 
being first had from the Government to which 
such island may belong.” 

Mr. C. said, in support of his suggestion, that 
on the atrocity of the crime of piracy, and the 
necessity for its suppression, there appeared to be 
but one opinion. There could be no member of 
this House who could believe that any Govern- 
ment would so far countenance piracy as to re- 
fuse to anotier Government, magnanimously step- 
ping forward to arm and fit out a proper force to 
subdue the pirates—no nation would have so little 
regard to its own character as to refuse to that 
Government permission to take them wherever 
they might be pursued. Although this permission 
could not be immediately ascertained, there would 
be time enough to ascertain it before piracy could 
be entirely put an end to. 

Mr. Camprecenc, of New York, said there 
seemed to be a fatality in every thing connected 
with these pirates. When our vessels capture 
them, ill-timed clemency saves them from the gal- 
lows; and when we capture vessels which are to 
all intents pirates, they make their escape from a 
just fate through the sinuosities of the law. Now, 
we have a bill before us for putting an end to 
piracy, which calls for prompt action, and its 
progress is impeded by needless propositions for 
amendment. This bill, Mr. C. said, did not call 
for any land force to take possession of any terri- 
tory; nor were we now required to discuss any 
question of national law. This bill does not au- 
thorize the President to send a land force to pur- 
sue the pirates and break up their establishments. 


— 


said, was the only outlet for the whole produce of 

the Western country, all of which was in its trap. 
sit exposed to these marauding pirates. No par 
of the country therefore was more interested jp 
prompt measures against these aoe than 
that of which he was one of the Representatives, 
He supposed several cases which might arise to 
make indispensable the exercise of such a power 
as this amendment would give, in doing which he 
took occasion to remark that our naval officers 
were the proudest of our public officers, mos 
zealous of the honor of their country, and taking 
the greatest interest in protecting it. He con- 
cluded, by saying, that there would be time to ask 
the permission suggested in the amendment; if i 
should be refused, he should then be ready to go 
with gentlemen as far as they proposed, though 
war should be the consequence. 

Mr. Barsour (the Speaker) was equally op- 
posed to the amendment as now modified and as 
originally proposed. If, he said, the House were 
now legislating on a subject on which it had com- 
plete power unconnected with national law, they 
might give to it what direction they pleased. But 
the power of any nation in relation to pirates de- 
pends on the doctrines of the law of nations. We 
cannot, therefore, said Mr. B. by legislating here, 
impart any power to the Executive in regard to 
this subject a em what is authorized by the law 
of nations. He put this question to the House: 
The President is Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army and Navy of the United States; in the ex- 
ecution of any duty in which he is to call the 
Army and Navy into action, he is to act accord- 
ing to his legitimate power. If the subject be one 
on which the legislation of Congress is binding, 
he will follow the law. If the subject be one 

| upon which the law of nations prescribes the rule 
of conduct, he will follow that. Without this 








Whenever that great question comes up, it will be | House, then, deciding the question of the law of 
time enough to discuss it. At present, however, | nations, it is sufficient for us that the Executive 
he hoped gentlemen would throw no needless im- | has the question to decide, and that it is one on 
pediment in the way of this bill. ‘He should him- | which this House ought not to attempt a decision. 
self vote against this amendment, or any other | With regard to the idea of pirates being the ene- 
resembling it. He liked the bill as it was; and | mies of the human race, there could be no doubt 
he hoped our officers, when in pursuit of those | of it, and on the great highway of nations we 
awe. would not pause at an imaginary line. | have a right to take them and deal with them as 

e hoped, he said, that the pursuit of the pirates | we please. But it was another question how far 
would not involve us in war; but, if war must be | we have a right to pursue them on the territory of 
the consequence, he hoped every member of this | another and a friendly Power. As to the idea of 
House was prepared to abide by it. He hoped the | all nations being allies on such an occasion, the 
bill would pass, and that the questions of law | gentleman should recollect that there are no allies 
which do not belong to it would be deferred to a | until the parties have determined to make war 
future day. together. All nations have a right to make war; 

Mr. A. Suyru, of Virginia, said if Mr. Coox | but whether they will actually engage in it, is a 
would modify his amendment by substituting the | question for every nation to determine for itsell. 
word “requested ” for the word “had,” he would | The argument of his colleague was therefore, Mr. 
accept it as part of his motion. If permission | B. said, in this particular, founded on a presump- 
were requested, whether it were accorded or re- | tion which did not exist. Without having re- 
fused, our course ought to be the same. 'ferred to the books on this subject, Mr. B. ex- 

Mr. Cook agreed in opinion with Mr. S. on | pressed his opinion to be, that we have not a right 
this point, and altered his amendment accordingly, | to enter into the territory of any neutral Power 
which Mr. &. then accepted as a part of his mo- | to suppress piracy, at least until it is ascertained 
tion to amend the bill. | that such nation has consented to our doing so. 

Mr. C. made some further observations in favor | Whatever rule we apply, it ought to be recollected, 
of the amendment as amended. New Orleans, he! may of right be reciprocated upon us; and he 
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asked the motente oe he would — any | of ee am hat with ae necessity in which we 
ign Power to land troops on our shores, or | are placed at this time, &c, 
i. through our countr ae the plea of seeking | Mr. ae concurred evneeany in ~ neon 
irates? Mr. B. concluded by expressing gen- | ments of the gentlemen who had last spoken, an 
- y his decided objection to the aunrameenl: added, further, that so far from giving more power 
Mr. Fioyp thought the objections which had | to the bill than it contains, the amendment will 
been urged to the amendment were forcible. He | lessen the power of the Executive, by obliging it 
could not vote for it himself. In the first place, | to stop short in pursuit of the pirates on arriving 
it was little short of actual war. Was there any | at the jurisdictional line of another Power, until 
nation so abject, he said, that it would not go to | an opportunity may occur for asking of that Gov- 
war with the United States rather than submit | ernment permission to pass it, &c. : 
Tze tn the ‘ceneadhsens? "'The'law of wn. | oagarionssaehcen hommaeresena tha Silane 
embraced in the amendment 7 e law of na-|s s s 9] : 
tions, he knew, provided for the punishment of | er was proposed . me ceeiennaite by it to the 
bad neighbors, and provided even in some cases | Executive which the Executive does not possess— 
for the Sohatom of hom from their territory and | not power which he is a in pe gaarers " an 
the occupation of it by another Power. The | authority derived, not from this House, but from 
shortest aan for cette then, would be to go | the law of nations. Mr. C. adverted to the phra- 
to pean of maser, ae take possession of Cuba! ae of the bill: the - thing whieh: anaes 
But, Mr. F’. said, we have set out wrong, in re- | like giving power was that sentence which de- 
gard to the su pression of piracy. The Consti- fines the purposes for which the force about to be 
ey gedns gtk hak. Gea Gee: | pemenotshe Bacentce?, Rerely woo ian 
ave power to nd punish piracy. Con-|p s - W 
gress core never yet defined it, though they have | was derived the power which is now “enn 
Sea os ere 5 iver tnke ees ¢ aoe, | Sescume law pepech: op Ceearemcheniiaenannae 
ber of Congress, to take upon himself his share of | it is under the law of nations that we pursue and 
any responsibility which might pertain to this | sonra pirates. Under this law it is not neces- 
body 5 but he was not willing to put a power into | sary that we should be on land to be in the terri- 
the hands of the Executive, the responsibility for | tory of another ae ae “~ ney 
Be cdrom en ee re | So ceobetiasiom over tun erevtrins tbe diene 
i ; r : 
Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, objected to all parts | cannon shot (or three miles) from the shore. By 
of the amendment. He objected to it on several | the use of the word “territories,” therefore, no 
rounds ; among which, one was, that it proposed | power was intended to be given by this bill. The 











in effect to divest Congress and give to the Execu- | President will exercise the same power, after the 
tive the power to make war. Nor was this all, | passage of this bill, that he does now, and to the 
No nation, though having just cause of war, has | same degree, under the law of nations. Mr. C. 
a right to make war, until the grounds of the war | then directed his attention to the amendment 
have been submitted to the adversary Power, and | which was now before the House. It proposed to 
the demand for reparation of the injury has been | extend the power of the Executive beyond the law 
found unavailing. This amendment, however, | of nations, and would be so farnugatory. Was it 
said Mr. A., goes to give the Executive the power | possible such a right could exist as was there as- 
to make war, in a case in which even we, the/ sumed? Our own feelings tell us, said he, that 
Representatives of the People, could not have the | this right can be no part of the law of nations. 
power. From mere wantonness, or volition of any ; That law is founded on the common feeling and 
officer, under the amendment, war might be made | common consent of all mankind; and it would 
on the territories of Spain or any other Power. | be at once acknowledged, on reflection, that there 
There is no such power even in us, said he; no | could be no common feeling or common consent 
such power could be given to us by the people | in favor of such a provision. You cannot pur- 
whom we represent, and we could not confer such | sue a pirate on the inhabited territory or in the 
a power. We have been told, by recent advices | towns or fortifications of another Power ; but still, 
from Europe, that application has been made by | said Mr. C., I do not believe the law of nations 
the British Gove:ament to that of Spain for the | ties up the hands of those who are in pursuit of 
very permission to pursue the pirates which is | these common depredators, so that the moment 
contemplated MY this amendment. Now, Mr. A. | they put their foot on the territory of a nation in 
put it to this House, whether it would not only | amity with us, we must cease to follow them. 
give power to the Executive to make war upon a | Whatever is the power in this respect, however, 
oreign nation, but also authority to depute that | the President now possesses it under the law of 
power; whether it would do so without any ne- | nations. The modification of the amendment, 
cessity whatever, when we know too that permis- , Mr. C. considered worse than the original amend- 
sion has been obtained by another Power from that | ment, because, by that, if he was right, an unjust 
foreign Power to pursue the pirates on its territory, | limit was proposed to be set to the power of the Bx- 
and may be obtained for this Government also if | ecutive; for, it woufd be easily conceived that, if it 
desired. The amendment he considered there- | was made the duty of the cruising officer to ask the 
fore to be not only inconsistent with the principles | permission there referred to, there would be no 
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such thing as giving effect to the armament about 
to be fitted out. Mr 
without theorizing, its practical effect. The true 
line of right, in this case, was so plain, it might 
be said to be written by the finger of God on the 
hearts of men, and might be thus rendered: You 
shall not pursue these pirates on my territory where 
I havea force sufficient to correct them; by doing 
so, you violate my rights; but, when the depre- 
dator flies into that part of my territory where I 
cannot exercise authority, you may pursue him. 
So that, if the pirates land on one of the keys in 
the West Indies, can any one doubt our right to 
rsue them, whoever claims dominion of the 
naked soil? The simple object of this bill was, 
to put into the hands of the Executive the means 
of executing the laws of nations with regard to 
pirates, and he hoped it would pass without 
amendment. 

Mr. Trimsie, of Kentucky, said he did not 
know but he should be disposed to legislate to the 
utmost verge of the powers of this House for the 
suppression of piracy; but he was not perfectly 
satisfied what that verge was, or that this Com- 
mittee was at this moment well advised of it. 
He thought himself that the character of the coun- 
try was concerned in the passage of any legisla- 
tive act which may in itself violate national law. 
He did not say that any proposition now before 
the House did so. He was ready to vote for the 
bill as it stood; but he thought it advisable that 
more time should be taken to consider its pro- 
visions—that it might be voted upon on Monday 
with more fixed opinions than gentlemen ap- 
peared now to entertain. The law of nations, he 
said, was not very occult; but whilst gentlemen 
learned in the law had, in this debate, differed in 
opinion as to what the law is, was it not due to 
the character of the House and the nation to take 
care, whilst legislating to the very verge of its 
powers, they did not go beyond that point. He 
proposed, therefore, that the Committee should 
rise. 

Mr. Mactary earnestly urged the House not 
to rise and leave this business in suspense. If 
acted upon at all, it should be promptly. It was 
important, moreover, that in this bill there should 
_ be mvolved no point of law to delay its passage 
and execution. The points of national law might 
be reserved, and yet discussed, if gentlemen chose, 
before the expedition sailed. 

Mr. Smits, yielding to the suggestion of Mr. 
Mattary, and considering this properly and 
merely an appropriation bill, then withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. FLoyp moved to amend the bill by striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and inserting the 
following, (being a copy of the bill on the same 
subject, reported in the Senate :) 

** That, for the purpose of enabling the President 
of the United States to afford more efficient protection 
to the commerce of the United States, from the depre- 
dation of pirates in the Gulf of Mexico and the West 
Indian seas, the sum of one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury; not otherwise appropri- 


. C. supposed cases to show, | P 


ated ; which sum shall be used by the President jy 
roviding such an additional force as, in his judgment, 
shall be best calculated to answer the end aforesaid.” 

This motion was negatived. 

The bill was then reported to the House in its 
original form (as given in the beginning of the 
debate) and was ordered to be engrossed and rea 
a third time. 

It was accordingly read a third time, passed 
without a division, and ordered to be sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Adjourned to Monday. 





Monpay, December 16. 


Another member, to wit: from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Bucuanan appeared, and took his seat. 

Mr. Mercer presented a memorial of Robert 
Young and Richard Bland Lee, judges of the or- 
phan’s court of the respective counties of Alexan- 
dria and Washington, in the District of Colum- 
bia, praying that the said courts may be reorgan- 
ized upon the plan proposed in the code of juris- 
prudence, prepared in pursuance of an order of 
Congress, of the 29th April, 1816, by William 
Cranch, Chief Justice of said District. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of John Wheel- 
wright, of the District of Columbia, praying to 
be divorced from his wife, Caroline Eliza Wheel- 
wright, on the ground of her insanity at the pres- 
ent, as well as at the time of their marriage— 
Referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Ruea, from the Committee of Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill con- 
cerning Invalid Pensions; which was twice read, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wituiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Lucy Lamb; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Scorr on the 
13th instant was taken up, and agreed to by the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Newron, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of placing a light vessel at or near 
Cape Hatteras, in the State of North Carolina. 


Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House a 
statement, showing the amount expended for the cur- 
rent expenses of the Ordnance Ee aie}, during 
the years 1817, 1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821; and as 
much as can be shown of said expenditure for the 
year 1822; with the particular items for which the 
money was expended, the place where, and the per- 
sons to whom paid: What quantity of timber has been 
procured for gun-carriages and caissons, its cost annu- 
ally, and where deposited ; the quantity of ordnance 
of every kind that has been procured during those 
years, or paid for; the sums expended in the purchase 
of sites for arsenals since the peace; the cost of the 
buildings erected thereon, and whether all those ar- 
senals are necessary for the service of the United 
States. 
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The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
day. 

"Os icnlon of Mr. Parrerson, of New York, 
the reports from the several public offices respect- 
ing the expenses of the said offices, were taken 
up, and referred, respectively, to the several com- 
mittees on the expenditures of the different de- 
partments. 

On motion of Mr. Basser, the House then re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill concerning the 
disbursement of public moneys, and the amend- 
ments made in Committee of the Whole were 
agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. B., the bill received a further 
small amendment respecting the settlement of 
particular accounts in the War Department; and 
then the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 


Mr. WILLIAMSON submitted the following re- 
solve for adoption : 


Resolved, That the Library Committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 
that a single copy of all such laws, resolves, reports, 
and Executive communications, of the National Gov- 
ernment, as may be printed by order of either House 
of Congress, be hereafter, from year to year, allowed, 
and sent gratis, to the oldest principal or other college 
corporation, or some literary incorporated society in 
each State. 


And, without debate, the question being taken 
on agreeing thereto, it was decided in the nega- 
tive. So the resolve was rejected. 


THREE PER CENT. FUND. 


Mr. Woopcock cailed the attention of the 
House to the rejection, on the last day’s sitting, 
of a resolution proposed by the gentleman from 
Indiana, respecting the three per cent. of the net 
proceeds of sales of public lands in Indiana, &c., 
against which resolution, Mr. W. said, he had 
voted. Mr. W. rose to move for a reconsideration 
of that resolution. The state of this fund, he 
said, was a proper subject of inquiry, though he 
would not pledge himself to vote for the specific 
proposition contained in that resolution. That 
the gentleman, however, might have an upportu- 
nity of bringing the subject fairly before the 
House, Mr. W. wished to reconsider the vote. 


Mr. Bassetr reminded the gentleman from 
New York, that this resolution did not propose 
an inquiry into the state of the fund referred to, 
but an issue of Treasury notes to be in some man- 
ner or other connected with it. 


Mr. JENNINGS said his object was not, should 
the vote of Friday be reconsidered, to ask the 
House now to act upon. his proposition, but to 
move to lay it on the table, with a view to call it 
uP at a future day, by which time it would proba- 

y 


be more reflected upon and better understood 
than now. 


The question on reconsidering the vote of Fri- 
day was then taken and agreed to; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Jennines, the resolution, now again 
before the House, was ordered to lie on the table. 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—13 
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ROADS AND CANALS. 
Mr. Stewart moved the following : 


‘¢ Resolved, That the subject of roads and canals be 
referred to a select committee.”’ 


Mr. Bassetr suggested that the subject was 
already before a committee, appointed on a part 
of the President’s Message. 

The Speaker stated, that the committee refer- 
red to was appointed on so much of the Message 
as relates to the Cumberland Road. 

Mr. StrewarrT said he had received petitions 
looking to an improvement of a different descrip- 
tion from roads, and, until a committee were ap- 
pointed on the general subject, he was at a loss 
how to dispose of them. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
Mr. Srewart’s proposition, and decided in the 
affirmative; and Messrs. Srewart, Respof Geor- 
gia, Hawkes, Matson, Batt, Burton,and Vance, 
were appointed the said committee. 


LIEUTENANT PIERCE. 


Mr. Farre.ty submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of making 
some provision for the support of the widow and child 
of Lieutenant George Pierce, of the United States 
Navy, who lately died of the yellow fever, contracted 
on board of the frigate Macedonia, when in the service 
of his country. 


Mr. FarReELLY accompanied this motion with 
a few observations. It was, he conceived, of a 
nature analogous to that adopted the other day, 
proposing to provide for the support of the mother 
of the late Lieutenant Allen. It was true, he said, 
that Lieutenant Pierce did not fall in battle, but 
he lost his life in the service of his country, pur- 
suing the common enemy of all nations intoa 
pestilential climate. Mr. F. said it was his for- 
tune to know Lieutenant Pierce when on service 
at Erie, where he was distinguished for the strict- 
ness of his discipline, and for every trait which 
distinguishes a gentleman, which endeared him to 
all who knew him. His wife (whom he married 
at Erie) and his child were now, he understood, 
in Virginia, without even means of returning to 
the place of her nativity. Mr. F’. said he could 
not see any thing in the circumstances of this case 
which made the duty to provide for the family o 
the deceased less incumbent than it would have 
been had he fallen by the hands of the robbers 
whom he was in pursuit of, in which case, by the 
existing provisions of our laws, his family would 
have been entitled to a pension, &c. 

The question was taken, without further debate, 
on agreeing to the resolution, and decided in the 
affirmative by a small majority—57 votes to 54. 

CLOTHING THE MILITIA. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill to 
provide for clothing the militia when called into 
the service of the United States; the first section 
whereof is as follows : 


“That the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, of the militia, who may hereafter be 
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called into the service of the United States, shall, in 
addition to the pay and emoluments heretofore allowed 
by law, be entitled to, and receive, the value of a full 
sit of clothing, in all cases where they shall perform 
a six months’ tour of duty, and furnish themselves 
with clothing sufficient for the said term of service ; 
anid, in all cases where they shall be called on for a 
shorter period, or shall be discharged from the service 
before expiration of the time for which they had 
been required, they shall be entitled to receive such 
—. of the value of a suit of clothing as may 
equal to the time they may have been in service.” 


Mr. Cannon, conforming to the suggestion of 


a gentleman, made the other day, proposed an 
amendment to the bill, the ee of which was, 
that the clothing to be provided by the militia 


and paid for by the United States, should be of 


such an uniform as should have been adopted by 
the respective States and Territories. 

Mr. McCoy objected to this amendment, on the 

und that the uniform provided for the militia 

y the State laws was in general adopted with 

reference to its cheapness, and composed of such 

light and flimsy materials as were not suited to 
actual service in the field. 

Mr. Cannon replied to this objection, declaring 
at the same time that he felt himself no anxiety 
on the subject of this amendment. 

Mr. Watworts took occasion to make some 
observations on the bill, the general principle of 


which he approved. He had one objection to the | 


details of the bill, which was, that, although the 


militiaman was to be paid the value of his cloth- | 


ing, there was no means of ascertaining what that 
value was. He gave a brief account of the suf- 
ferings of the militia during the late war from the 
want of clothing, and showed how necessary it 
Was, with a view to their entire efficiency, that 
they should be better provided for when in actual 
service than they have hitherto been. 

The question was taken on Mr. Cannon’s 
amendment, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. A. Smiru, of Virginia, moved an amend- 
ment to this effect: “ Provided, That the amount 
to be allowed shall not exceed the cost of a full 
suit of clothing for non-commissioned officers and 
ptivates of the Army of the United States.” This 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Cannon then made a few general observa- 
tions on the bill, and recapitulated its provisions, 
the object of which was, that, whenever the mi- 
litia were called into service, the officer calling 
on them should give notice to them to appear pre- 


pared with sufficient clothing for the campaign ; | 


that, when assembled, their clothing should te 
inspected and paid for according to its value. 
With regard to the principle of the bill, Mr. C, 
said it would be admitted by all, that clothing 
was almost as necessary as arms to the efficiency 
of an army. In more than one instance during 


the late war, he had seen militia who had not | 
been in service more than twenty or thirty days, | 


who, owing to their poor clothing and the inclem- 
ency of the weather, had become wholly unfit for 
service. The measure proposed by this bill was 


adopted to build up the great defence of the coun- 
try. He was aware, he said, that there are man 
whis believe that no reliance ought to be placed 
upon the efficiency of a militia force for any na- 
tional defence. The experience of the last war, 
Mr. C. said, had been sufficient, in his opinion, 
to convince the people of this country that the 
militia were, at last, the only safe reliance for the 
defence of the country in war. He hoped that 
this measure would be adopted and followed by 
| others, which would make the people the efficient 
| and safe defence of the country, as they were in- 
tended to be by the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Cotpen, of New York, considered it no 
more than right and just that the militia should 
be paid, whilst in the service of the United States, 
the expense of their clothing. But, inasmuch as 
the United States were to pay for the clothing, it 
appeared to him the Government ought to reserve 

| to itself the right of prescribing what that cloth- 
ing should be. There was no other way of con- 
trolling the value or quality of this clothing. The 
clothing of a militiaman might be very valuable 
to him as a citizen, and yet very unsuitable for 
| the service in which he was engaged, &c. Mr. 
| C. rose to propose an amendment, in the shape of 
a new section to be added to the bill, which he 
thought would obviate all difficulties in this par- 
ticular. His amendment was in the following 
words : 
‘*That the clothing to be furnished or provided in 
| pursuance of this act, shall be in conformity to a uni- 
form which the President may, from time to time, pre- 
scribe for the militia called into the service of the 
United States; and, unless such clothing be such uni- 
form, no pay shall be allowed therefor.” 


Mr. Cannon opposed the amendment at con- 
| siderable length. 


| Mr. FLoyp objected to this principle, as going 
| enormously to increase the expenses of the militia 

service. The cost of the uniform of a soldier of 
| the United States, he believed, was about thirty- 

four dollars. Of the whole number of the militia 
of Virginia alone, seventy-one thousand had been, 
at one time or other of the late war, called into 
| the field. The expense to be incurred under such 
‘an act as this would be, in case of war, enormous. 
Mr. F. stated other objections to the proposed pro- 
visions of the bill, one of which was, that it would 
| have a tendency to prevent the volunteer corps 
| from clothing themselves, &c. 


Mr. FarRe.LLy, adverting to the fact that the 
| volunteers of Pennsylvania and he presumed ol 
| other States, clothed themselves, moved to add to 
| the amendment of Mr. CoLpen an exception in 
the following words: “Except as to those com- 
| panies of volunteers who have provided their own 
| uniform.” 

This motion was negatived. 

After some further observations from Mr. Can- 
| NON, against the motion of Mr. Cotpen, to which 
Mr. Coupen replied— 

The question was taken on agreeing to Mr. 





| 
| 





one of the foremost of those which ought to be |} Coupen’s motion, and decided in the negative. 
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Mr. Wuirpte thought the allowance for cloth- 
ing, proposed by the bill, ought not to be made, 
unless where the militiaman serves out a tour of 
six months’ duty in the field; and proposed an 
amendment, the object of which to make the full 
allowance for six months’ service, and, for a less 
term of service, such allowance as shall be pro- 
portioned to the term actually served. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Cannon, and 
decidedly opposed by Mr. Metca.re, and was ne- 

atived. 

. Mr. A. Smyrna, of Virginia, moved an amend- 
ment to the bill, which was, to substitute for its 
principal provision another, viz: that the militia, 
when called into actual service, shall “receive 
‘three dollars per month as a compensation for 
‘ furnishing their own clothing; and, if it shall 
‘be necessary, articles of clothing shall be fur- 
‘nished by the commissary department of the 
‘ United States, to be deducted from the allow- 
‘ ance for clothing, or from the pay of the militia 
‘ at the contract prices thereof.” 

This motion was debated by Mr. 8S. Smiru, Mr. 
Metcatre, and Mr. ALEXANDER SmyTu, and was 
finally negatived—73 votes to 46. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 





Tuespay, December 17. 

On motion of Mr. Futter, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of James H. Clark, a 
purser in the Navy of the United States, praying to 
be allowed, in the settlement of his accounts, for a 
considerable sum of money, of which he was robbed 
in Marseilles, in France, while on public duty; be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


[It appeared, from a conversation between the 
Speaker and Mr. Fuucer, that all the bills received 
from the Senate at the last session, and not acted 
upon at the last session, are defunct, and cannot 
be resuscitated without being originated anew. 
All bills originating in this House, however, at 
the last session, and not finally acted upon, are 
taken up at this session, and acted on in the order 
in which they stand on the roll of orders of the 


day.] 

Mr. CoLpeEN presented a memorial of Lawrence 
Kearney, commander of the United States brig 
of war “ Enterprise,” on behalf of himself, the 
officers, and crew, of said brig, setting forth, that, 
in execution of the orders of the Navy Depart- 
ment, he captured in the month of October, 1821, 
five piratical vessels, with two of their prizes; 
that he destroyed two of the piratical velide and 
with the remaining three and the two prizes ar- 
rived in the port of Charleston, in South Carolina, 
where the former were libelled for condemnation, 
and the latter for salvage ; that the condemnation 
took place, and the claim for salvage was allowed, 
but that the costs of prosecution were so enormous 
as to amount to upwards of seven hundred dollars 
more than was received for the sale of the prizes, 
which deficiency he has been compelled to pay ; 
and that the costs of prosecuting the claim for 
salvage amount to almost as much as the proceeds 


of said claim, leaving but a small balance to be 
distributed among his crew as prize-money ; that 
the merchandise libelled for salvage paid upwards 
of nine thousand dollars duties into the Treasury, 
and praying that such part of said duties may be 
refunded as will make a reasonable compensation ° 
to himself, his officers, and crew, for the risk and 
trouble they have had in the capture aforesaid — 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, who were instructed, on the 6th instant, 
“to inquire into the expediency of continuing for 
a further time the act, entitled “An act to extend 
the time for locating Virginia military land war- 
rants, and returning surveys thereon to the General 
Land Office,” and to whom was also referred the 

etitions of Robert Wilkins, Peter Faulkner, John 

ill, jr., and of the heirs of William Smith, de- 
ceased, reported a bill, extending the time for 
locating Virginia military land warrants, and re- 
turning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office ; which bill was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. CampBELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report on the petition of 
John Jenkins, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to continue the present 
mode of supplying the Army of the United States, 
(that is, the Commissariat system ;) which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Evstrs, from the same committee, by order 
thereof, reported the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and hereby is, requested to cause a survey to be 
made of the bay and river Penobscot ; and to deter- 
mine on the expediency of constructing a battery or 
other fortification in or near the town of Prospect, on 
the west side of Penobscot river, and in case such for- 
tification shall be judged necessary, to cause a plan 
thereof, together with an estimate of the expense of 
erecting the same, to be laid before Congress at their 
next session. 


The resolution was read, and, on the question 
to concur with the Committee on Military Affairs 
therein, it passed in the affirmative. 

The Speaker communicated to the House the 
following letter, to wit: 

Wasuineton, Dec. 17, 1822. 

Sin: Ihave the honor to inform you that I have 
been appointed a Senator to represent the State of 
Maryland in the Senate of the United States, and in 
consequence do resign my seat in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I have the honor to be, &c. 

S. SMITH. 

Hon. Puitie P. Banrsovr, 

Speaker of the House of Reps. 

Ordered, That the said letter do lie on the table, 
and that the Speaker of this House be directed to 
communicate the resignation of Mr. Smith to the 
Governor of the State of Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, the 
Committee on Public Lands were instructed to 
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inquire into the expediency of renewing a law, 
granting a pre-emption of back lands in Louisiana, 
which expired in May last. 

On motion of Mr. Watker, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were directed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation to defray 
the expenses of holding a treaty with the Cherokee 
nation of Indians, for the purpose of extinguishin 
their claim to land within the limits of Nort 
Carolina. oF 

The bill to provide for clothing the militia of 
the United States when in actual service, was 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 


ORDNANCE EXPENDITURES. 


The House took up the resolution yesterday 
moved by Mr. Cocke, calling upon the President 
to cause to be laid before the House a particular 
statement of ordnance expenditures, &c. Mr. C. 
modified his motion so as to require in addition a 
statement of the whole amount of ordnance of 


ase description now belonging to the United 


tates. 
Mr. Cocke said he wanted to know what the 


be found, when the subject was fairly considered, 
and all the facts fully known, that the total 
amount of losses, from the commencement of the 
Government, would not amount to more than 
about two millions and a half of dollars. In the 
port of New York, in which most of the duties 
on imports were collected, he did not know that 
the total loss would amount to $600,000. Mr. N. 
was satisfied, he said, that the Government is go- 
ing on extremely well; that the accounting offi- 
cers are extremely vigilant in the discharge of 
their duty; that all those into whose hands the 
public money goes, are called strictly to account 


| for its expenditure. Why, then, he asked, pass 


new laws upon the subject? Things are going 
on very well; let us be satisfied with them as they 
are. Mr. N. said he believed that the greatest 
curse which could befall a republican people was 
the multiplication of maneonenry laws. Besides 
this general objection, however, he had other seri- 
ous objections to this bill. The bill provides that 
no money shall be advanced to contractors but for 
articles furnished, the value of which shall be as- 
certained, and for services actually rendered. 
Then comes a proviso, authorizing the officers of 


a 
‘ 


ordnance of the United States consisted of, at the | Government to make advances when they think 
close of the late war, and whaf it was now. It | them necessary to the public service. Thus, Mr. 
would be recollected, he said, that at the last ses- | N. said, the proviso neutralizes the enactment of 
sion a counterpart of his resolution had been pre- | the bill, and leaves things exactly as they now are. 
sented to the House and received its sanction. | But suppose it does not leave things as they are. 
After an interval of some months, during which | By excluding advances you put an end at once to 
the information might have been obtained, the | competition, by which the public interest is so 
House was told that the information could not be | eek Your most valuable citizens are 
furnished at that session. The object which Mr. | at once excluded from engaging in the business of 
C. had was to bring this motion before the Ad- | supply for the public service. The wealth of the 
ministration at as early a period as possible ia the | mechanics of the United States, Mr. N. said, con- 
present session, that an answer might be obtained | sists in their honesty and their enterprise; they 
to it. Mr. C. said, it was well known that, every | have no other capital. They cannot make con- 
year, large sums of money are appropriated for | tracts, if you forbid advances to them. By doing 
the Ordnance department. How that money was | so, you throw the business of contracts into the 
disposed of he should like to know. One circum-: hands of a few men who have capital, and who 
stance, however, forced itself on the mind; that, | will make the Government pay as high as possi- 
after several months’ notice being given at a pre- | ble for that they furnish. So far from producing 
vious session, all the answer given to the House | the delightful system of economy which the sup- 
was that the required information could not be | porters of the bill imagine, it will produce the op- 
furnished. The conclusion, to his mind, was, that | posite effect, of prodigality, and, in addition, will be 
that department was, to say the least of it, a little | a proscription of a large class of our fellow-citizens. 
deranged. | This, however, was not his only objection to the 
The resolve of Mr. Cocke was then agreed to, | bill. This House, he said, was the Grand Inquest 
without objection. of the nation, whuse business it was to arrest and 
; , ; unish usurpations of power. But the House was 

DISBURSEMENT OF PUBLIC MONEY. | shout itself to usurp etek in dismissing persons 
The engrossed bill “concerning the disburse- | from public offices by law, (on their failure peri- 
ment of public moneys,” (forbidding advances on odically to settle their accounts, &e.) This, Mr. 
contracts) was read a third time; and the ques- IN. said, was an Executive power; it was one of 
tion being “Shall the bill pass ?” 


| the prerogatives of the President. If he do not do 
Mr. Newron, of Virginia, said, he was opposed faty 


1 : his duty in removing from office those who may 
to the bill, for reasons which he would briefly | neglect their duty, he is amenable to this House 
state. The present system had been in operation | for his misconduct. For these, and other reasons, 
for two and thirty years, and had been amended, | which he would not fatigue the House by stating, 
from time to time, until it had been made such as | Mr. N. believed that the bill was unnecessary and 
to compel those who had the disbursement of pub- | ought not to pass, and should give it his decided 
lic money to avcount for it promptly. He be- | negative. 

lieved, he said, notwithstanding a considerable | Mr. Basserr said that to the whole of the ob- 
noise had been made about the loss of public jections adduced by his colleague to this bill, it 
money in its collection and disbursement, it would | would be a sufficient answer, perhaps, that the 
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present practice in the Government approached 
as nearly as possible to the system proposed in 
this bill. If his arguments, therefore, were well 
founded, they formed no objection to the bill; in- 
asmuch as, that what was now practiee in the 
Government could not be worse if it were made 
law. Mr. B. referred to the letter from the Sec- 
retary of War, yesterday read to the House, from 
which it appeared that that Department had found 
it necessary to bring the public business as ea 
as possible to the system proposed by this bill. 
Mr. B. had further understood, in conversation 
with the Secretary of War, that it was desirable 
that the system now established in practice should 
be fixed and made permanent by a !egislative act ; 
because every new officer coming into the Gov- 
ernment, unapprized and unacquainted with the 
difficulties of this sort which he would have to 
encounter under the former system of advances, 
&c. was thrown, before he knew it, into the very 
vortex of them. Was not this, Mr. B. asked, a 
demonstrable argument in favor of this bill and 

ainst his colleague? Mr. B. quoted the late 

essage of the President, to show the quantities 
of public money which were at one time in the 
hands of public agents. Are the moneys of the 
country, said he, to be thus thrown abroad, sub- 
ject only to the accountability of individuals ? 

as this necessary? Could not Government be 
supported but on principles fraught with destruc- 
tion to the public interest? And if there bean 
individual who is benefited by profligacy in the 
public expenditure, is that a reason why this bill 
should not pass? Mr. B. said he knew his col- 
league too well to suppose that he would support 
the principle that any individual in the Govern- 
ment, let his situation be what it will, is to be 
sustained at the public expense. Mr. B. defended 
the bill from the charge of partiality. The causes 
of discrimination between persons seeking con- 
tracts are, said Mr. B., beyond our control. Did 
the gentleman suppose the Government was to 
make contracts with persons who are paupers, and 
put large sums into their hands, relying upon 
their accountability? The gentleman would be 
himself one of the first to blame the Government 
for doing so. This bill, besides, Mr. B. said, 
would save the public money from being lost, 
and, from what appeared from the President’s 
Message, it was high time some steps were taken 
to prevent further dilapidation of the public mo- 
ney. Mr. B. took further views of the subject, of 
the same import with the preceding. He partic- 
ularly denied that the bill bore on the less weal- 
thy more severely than on others, inasmuch as 
their contracts, he urged, would give them credit 
for as much money as was necessary to enable 
them to comply with them. And with regard to 
eregeen which had been charged upon the bill, 
Mr. B. said he had supposed the very essence of 
legislation to be to lay down general rules under 
which those who perform the Executive functions 
aretoact. If the Legislature were cut off from 
this authority, the Executive was supreme as to 
every thing relating to public offices, and no act 
of Congress could affect him, which was a doc- 
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trine which he presumed the House would not 
sustain, &c. 

Mr. Wricut delivered his opinions against the 
bill, for a variety of reasons, some of which, from 
his distance, escaped the reporter. He said, how- 
éver, that on inquiry it would be found that, in a 
variety of cases of contract for timber, the Navy 
Department had been obliged to advance money, 
in defiance of a desire to do otherwise, before the 
contracts could be complied with. In some in- 
stances, by accident, persons willing to contract 
might be found in a diflerent station, but it was so 
rare as only by an exception to prove the rule, 
&c. Mr. W. concluded his remarks by moving 
that the bill lie on the table. 

This motion was negatived. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and it was passed, by a large majority, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


GEORGIA AND THE UNITED STATES. 


The House, then, according to the order of the 
day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the resolutions respecting the articles 
of cession and agreement between the United 
States and the State of Georgia, as affected by 
the Creek and Cherokee treaties. 

The resolutions are in the following words: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, ‘That so much of the above treaties as pretends 
to grant to the Indians fee simple titles to lands with- 
in the limits of Georgia, is a violation of the sovereign 
rights of that State. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the said treaties as 
purports to grant to the Indians the rights of citizen- 
ship, is a violation of the rights of Congress. 

3. Resolved, That the sum of be appropriated 
for the purpose of holding treaties with the Creek and 
Cherokee Indians, for the extinguishment of their 
title to lands within the limits of Georgia. 

4. Resolved, That so much of the treaty, made the 
27th of February, 1819, as directs a large portion of 
the public lands to be sold, and the proceeds to be 
vested in some public stock, by the President of the 
United States, and to be disposed of by him for the 
benefit of the Cherokee Indians, does not accord with 
the general policy of this Government, and tie power 
of Congress over the public property in the United 
States. 


Mr. TatTna.t, of Georgia, moved to strike out 
the first three of these resolutions, and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 


1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That so much of the several treaties, made 
between the United States and the Creek and Chero- 
kee Indians, as provides for reserves to the Indians, 
of lands in fee simple, within the territory ceded to 
Georgia, is calculated to interfere with the sovereign 
rights of that State, and is in direct violation of the 
‘articles of agreement and cession between the Uni- 
ted States and the State of Georgia,” concluded on 
the 24th of April, 1802. 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that 
an appropriation be made by Congress, of a sum, ad- 
equate to the extinction of the Indian title, to the 
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“‘ reserves” embraced within the treaties above refer- | order, and, on motion of Mr. RANKIN, was recom- 


red to. 

Mr. TaTTNa.u said it was not his intention, 
nor did he believe it was that of his colleagues, to 
detain the attention of this House by remarks 
upon this subject. It had been so fully discussed 
at the last session by one of his colleagues, and 
the views which he had taken of it had been so 
decidedly supported by the vote of this House 

ing an appropriation for the purpose referred 


_ to.in the third resolution, he should say no more 


‘on the subject now, than that the resolutions now 
submitted were a mere modification of those for 
which he proposed to substitute them. The only 
subject involved was that of the lands reserved 
to the Indians in fee simple. It would be remem- 
bered by all, that, by the articles of cession and 
agreement of 1802, between the United States 
and Georgia, it became obligatory on the United 
States to extinguish the fee simple, as well as the 
national rights of the Indians. Through the in- 
advertence of those who were authorized to make 
the treaties in question, or from some other cause, 
among other provisions, certain reserves in fee 
simple were made to particular Indians. The 
consequence of this was, a state of things per- 
fectly unparalleled. For it was a fact that it was 
now a question agitated in the courts of Georgia 


mitted to the Committee of Public Lands. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The next bill in order was the bill to provide 
for the occupation of the mouth of the Columbia 
river, and the House went into a Committee of 
the Whole on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Fioyp, the blank for the 
number of miles square to which the Indian title 
is to be extinguished was filled witu thirty ; and 
the blank for the number of acres to be allowed 
to each actual settler who is the head of a family 
was filled with three hundred and twexcty. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Wricur that the 
word “occupy” did not seem to him proper to 
apply to the settlement of a territory already ours, 

r. FLoyp thought the word proper as imply- 
ing military occupation, but, to accommodate the 
views of the gentleman from Maryland, moved 
to insert the words “ with a military force” after 
the word “ occupy.” 

This amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. F.Loyp, the blanks in the bill 
were filled; respecting which there was no con- 
test, except as to the one which fixes the salary 
of the Governor of the proposed Territory of 
Oregon. 


whether there existed over those reservations, at} Mr. FLoyp moved $3,000; Mr. McCoy $2,000; 


this moment, any national jurisdiction whatso- 
ever. According to his view of the matter, Mr. 
T., said, these spots are not at present subject to 
any national jurisdiction whatsoever. These res- 


|and Mr. Co_pen $5,000. 

Mr. Cotpen supported his motion by a variety 
of pertinent arguments, derived from the peculiar 
importance and seclusion of this trust; to which 


olutions called upon the House simply to enforce | Mr. FLoyp did not so much object as apprehend 
the agreement between the United States and | an agreement to it might make others unfriendly 


- Georgia—to recognise the principle that an ap- | to the bill. 


ropriation ought to be made for this purpose.| The sum moved by Mr. Fioyp was finally 
he amount of it would be a matter to be settled _ agreed to. 
by the Committee of Ways and Means. | The bill having been gone through— 

Mr. Woop professed himself to be in want of | Mr. Fioyp, of Virginia, rose and said that after 
some further information than he now had on | the labor which had been bestowed upon this sub- 
this subject. He wished to know what was the | ject by the Committee on the Occupation of the 
amount involved in these reservations, &c. He | Columbia River, and the long report which they 
suggested, also, that, as the first resolution was | had presented to the Hwoiise, it could not be ex- 
merely an abstract declaration, which could have | pected that he should say much that was iiew or 
no legal effect, it was calculated to embarrass the | interesting in support of the bil!: all that he de- 


. House without any correspondent advantage to | sired was to claim the indulgence of the House for 


the State of Georgia, &c. Mr. W. concluded by | a short time, until he offered a few facts which 
moving, in order to allow further time to examine | were in his possession, and such reflections as had 
the subject, that the Committee now rise and have | presented themselves in support of the measure. 

leave to sit again. I know, said Mr. F., that much has been said 


Mr. TaTTNALt said he was not tenacious as to 
the first resolution. But, when money was asked 


‘to be appropriated, there appeared to be a pro- 
seg in stating the grounds of the appropriation. 


ut, said he, give us the money, if the House 


choose, and we will relinquish the declarations. 


Give us justice, and we care nothing about reso- 
lutions. Mr. T. said he had no objection to giving 
further time for consideration, being well assured 
that, when well understood, these resolutions 
would not meet with the least objection. 

The Committee then rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again upon the subject. 

The bill to authorize certain persons in Mis- 
souri to try the titles to their lands, was next in 


! 


| relative to the occupation of the Columbia, or 
Oregon, and that the measure has been by some 
called fanciful, and I a bold projector; against 
which in the outset I must protest, as I have al- 
ways conceived personsof that character to be often 
governed by motives other than the good of their 
country, though the nation may sometimes even 
be benefited by them. I hope, however, to show 
in this that benefits will result to the public ; and 
at most it is only acting promptly, upon precisely 
the same principle which has directed the progress 
of population from the moment the English first 
landed in Virginia, until it has penetrated far into 
the bosom of the forest. I will, in the first place, 
notice its course. 


er 
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The first charter granted to Virginia, by Ring prevailed upon to relinquish to them the privilege 
James the First of England, bears date the 10t | of acting. 
of April, 1606, which limits the settlements to one! The settlement on the Oregon, as contemplated 
hundred miles. In his subsequent charters the | by this bill, connecting the trade of that river and 
boundary is extended. But, some time after that, | coast with the Missouri and the Mississippi, is to 
the authority of the Crown was used to prevent | open a mine of wealth to the shipping interests 
any settlement west of the Alleghany mountain ; and the Western country, surpassing the hopes 
which proved to be altogether a fruitless attempt, | even of avarice itself. It consists principally of 
as (to use the words of the celebrated Voltaire) | things which will purchase the manufactures and 
“ the ball of empire was rolling to the West;” no | products of China at a better profit than gold and 
power of Government could resist its progress. silver ; and if that attention is bestowed upon the 
Tennessee, I believe, was settled contrary to the | country to which its value and position entitle it, 
command of Government; and Governor Sevier, | it will yield a profit, producing more wealth to 
a gentleman of great enterprise, high integrity and | the nation than all the shipments which have ever 
honor, was even outlawed for having the temer-| in any one year been made to Canton from the 
ity to go beyond the limits assigned to the people | United States. ' 
by their Government. I do not profess to be well; These three magnificent rivers water a tract of 
acquainted with the history of that State, but I | country where the best furs in America are taken, 
see enough of her intelligent members to correct | of three thousand miles in extent, spreading from 
me if I am in an error. | the forty-second to the forty-ninth degree of north 
Kentucky, it is true, was afterwards settled by | latitude. But as the convention of London, en- 
Virginia, but her citizens occupied the country at | tered into on the 20th October, 1818, does not ex- 
their own hazard, maintained it by their own | tend beyond the Rocky mountain, the claim of the 
wars, and brought it to its present state of gran- | United States is believed to be much broader on 
deur and improvement. A more recent example | that side, comprehending the most valuable copper 
is afforded us in the settlement of Boon’s Lick— mines on the Continent—so pure that the natives 
the finest, fairest, and most fertile part of the State | form their utensils and their ornaments of it with- 
of Missouri. Individual enterprise sought that | out difficulty, and it is to be had in profuse abun- 
country, and occupied it contrary to the wishes dance. 
and authority of this Government. Of this fact | Most of the hunting ground on the Missouri has 
I have not the proof, but have not heard the charge | been for a long time in the hands of the British 
denied. Thus it is with those who hold author- | traders; and, until within a few years, that of the 
ity, whether Republican, Imperiai, or Royal; all | Mississippi was in the same condition, and so en- 
take upon themselves the exclusive privilege of | tirely have they been convinced of its importance 
thinking for the people ; of checking the progress of | that no expedient was left untried to secure the 
population in one direction, and fixing boundaries | prize: They have advanced far into the interior, 
to itin another, beyond which they are not permit- | to make their establishment, and resorted to ever 
ted to pass;—all must quadrate with the Execu- | means in their power to impress the Indians wit 
tive notion of military defence. This disposition | unfavorable opinions in relation to the United 
of Government checked, but the flood rolled slowly | States, which the paltry peddling factory system, 
onward—* the ball of empire” is indeed “rolling | with all its knavery was well calculated to fix on 
to the West.” | their minds. Under all the disadvantages which 
In the year 1755 the population of Virginia had | the American trader had to labor, encountering 
spread three hundred mules into the interior of the | the hostility of the English, and still greater hos- 
country, comprising a period of one hundred and | tility of our factory system, there was produced 
forty-nine years. From the year 1755 to the year | from the Mississippi trade with the Indians, about 
1779, owing perhaps to the war, no great change | two hundred and fifty thousand dollars annually ; 
was visible in the Western frontier. At this pe- | and from the Missouri below the Mandan villages, 
riod the Western country began to be inhabited; | about one hundred and twenty thousand dollars a 
and down to the year 1822, comprising a period | year. The capital which produced this result was 
of forty-three years, we find that the population | small, and composed of things of little value: by 
has spread over the country to the distance of one , opening too, a trade, far into the interior, con- 
thousand and forty-one miles. The war of the | ducted by enterprising individuals, you produce a 
Revolution put power into the hands of the peo- | corresponding influence, which will strongly tend 
ple; they were not disposed to be kept cramped | to preserve the peace and good understanding 
on sterile soil, because the military aspect of the | which now exists with the Indians. They area 
country would better please the notions of their op- | proud high spirited people: when once deceived 
pressors. Every man had a right, by our principles, | are rarely reconciled; but as the trader’s safety, 
to “seek his own happiness in his own way;” and | his life, and his hope of gain, and prospect of suc- 
the mandates which would have kept Boon’s Lick | cess, depends upon his influence with them, and 
a wilderness were disregarded. This short space | the existence and continuance of peace, you have 
of time is less than the life of many individuals | the strongest possible assurance from him, to cul- 
in this House. This is not “a tale of the times | tivate a good understanding with them: and in 
of old ;” it has taken place in our own day. There | this way you will preserve peace on the frontiers 
are strong proofs that the people perceive their | more effectually than by all the laws you ean pass: 
own interests long before the Government can be | In war the trader is always plundered, and mur- 
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dered: the more wealth he has, the less his chance 






There is, in contemplating this trade, somethin 
of escape. to encourage us, but much to humble our boasted 
Twill, Mr. eee this place, take some! spirit of enterprise. We have no exports from 


notice of the value of this trade in the hands of | these rivers worth recurring to, and the supply 
the English, when it has been encouraged and at-| is but small in amount for home consumption. 
tended to—what a contrast! with the finest rivers’ Whilst we might trade through long, deep rivers 
in America, and almost all the fur districts, we without interruption or difficulty, from St. Louis 
have reaped but a scanty benefit from a trade, ca- | to the mouth of Oregon, or Columbia, the British 
pable of enriching an empire. Whilst ours has | take their goods with difficulty through more 
yielded us only three hundred and seventy thou-/ than sixty lakes, and numerous rivers. Their 
sand dollars annually ; theirs has amounted to mil- means of transportation are bark canoes: the riy- 
lions for export. In the year 1803, there were ex- | ers through which they pass are interrupted in at 
ported from Quebec alone, the skins of 650,729 | least a hundred places by falls and rapids, and 
adrupeds, 93,778 of which were of the beaver. | over one hundred and thirty places the trader has 
Ie sevetetabhe and intelligent hatter of Washington | to carry both his canoe and cargo on his back. 
City gives the following as the price here: Beaver, | Moreover, it is three years before their complete 
first quality, $5 to $6 per pound; a skin will | circle of trade can be made: whereas, in the Uni- 
weigh from three-fourths of a pound, to one pound | ted States, the results occur from the May of one 
and an half; muskrats, from 45 to 55 ets. per skin; | year until the September of the year following. 
raccoon 65 cts. per skin. For the yea: 1820, I have | Yet do we wonder at their wealth, and pause at 
only the notice taken of the trade of Canada by a} fancied difficulties. This is the trade I would 
New York paper, it bears all the marks of an offi- | turn to the Oregon, and from the mouth of that 
cial document, and, I think, may be safely relied | river make the shipments, and return with the 
upon. It makes this statement: Notwithstanding | rich exchange to our Atlantic cities, and save 
the general depression of trade, the commerce of | much of the gold and silver which is now sinking 
Lower Canada seems to be prosperous, and, from | in Asia—according to the opinion of some, never 
a list of exports and imports for the year 1820, we | to return. 
conclude the colony is gradually becoming avery! I think, Mr. Chairman, I shall presently be able 
important and valuable addition to the British | to show that, were this trade cherished, and pur- 
Crown. In the last year 585 vessels, 147,754 tons, | sued in connexion with our whale fisheries, we 
and 6,767 men, entered the port of Quebec, bring- | could purchase the whole supplies of the United 
ing wine and spirituous liquors, sugar, coffee, and | States, in the Canton market, without carrying 
tobacco, with other articles, amounting to 1,165,- | one dollar out of the country. Other benefiis 
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993 pounds, Halifax currency, four dollars to the 


und: exporting timber of all kinds, ashes, grain, | 


sh-oil, furs, peltries, &c., to the amount of £790,- 
521, exclusive of the furs and peltries, which is es- 
timated at one million of dollars. This year there 
was exported 106,517 martin skins, 57,192 beaver, 
36,115 muskrat, with various other skins, besides 
casks and kegs of castorum. For the year 1821, I 
hold in my hand an official statement of the im- 
‘ports and exports of Quebec. In that year there 
were exported the skins of 164,330 quadrupeds, of | 
which there were 75,562 martins, which, I am in- 








formed, were worth at a low estimate, $188,305 ; 
there were also 56,080 beaver skins. For this offi- | 
cial paper, I am indebted to the kindness of a gen- | 


would be gained as important to the Republic as 
the trade itself. This would become the school 
in which to bring up our seamen; and every voy- 
age would add many to the list of sailors, ready, 
in war, to defend the rights of the nation: a single 


| voyage into those seas would be sufficient to make 


them seamen ; and, in any future emergency, they 
would support the well-earned character of the 
Navy. It was these hardy sons of the sea, who 
had been nursed in the fisheries and the whale 
trade, who first, during the late war, shed a blaze 
of glory over the arms of this nation, and taught 
the British lion to crouch to the banners of the 
Republic. 

The principal part of the whale ships are owned 


tleman whose integrity, personal worth, and sound | in New Bedford and Nantucket; and in point of 
understanding, are well known to this House, of | real value, is second alone to the fur trade. Here 
which he was lately a member. I allude to Mr. | there is some capital vested in the purchase of a 
Ezra Meech, of Shelburn. In his letter to me, of | ship, which is often from three to five hundred 


the 20th of January, 1822, he makes this statement: 
“ The exports of furs is about one-half less in 1821 
‘ than in 1820. Since the Hudson’s Bay Company 
‘ and the Northwest have united, the furs are mostly 
‘ exported from Hudson’s Bay ; in future nearly the 
‘ whole will go from that place. The furs cannot 
‘ be calculated at less, from both places, than two 
‘ millions of dollars annually.” 

How valuable, then, must that trade be, which 
can export to the amount of two millions of dollars, 
after supplying all the demands at home, which, 
from the habits of the people and the length and 
severity of their Winters, we must suppose to be 
very great! 


tons burden, and of the best workmanship; the 
| active capital is the labor of the hands in taking 
the whale, with the profit they make on articles 
of hardware, which is taken on board to trade 
with the Indians on oar western coast; the return 
is great, and ought io be considered created rather 
than the gain of commerce. 
| Formerly, the finest whales were taken on the 
| coast of South America; but now, the fishing 
| ground is off the Columbia river. At that point, 
| and northward, is likewise the place most resorted 
to for taking the sea otter, which is here most 





' abundant, and of the finest kind. These enter- 


prising seamen observed, with the eyes of a lynx, 
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all the avenues to gain, and have found a profit 
in cutting timber on the Columbia river, and 
shipping it to Chili and Peru. This trade, at no 
distant day, is destined to employ many individu- 
als, and to contribute largely to the wealth of the 
Territory of Oregon. 

In order to give as short and ane a sketch of 
the whale trade as possible, as it has been pursued 
for some years on that coast, I will only recur to 
the voyages made in the years 1819 and 1820: the 
lateness of the hour will induce me to be brief. 

From New Bedford there sailed this year fifteen 
ships, seven brigs, and one sloop; they numbered 
five thousand one hundred and eighty-four tons, 
and were navigated by four hundred and sixteen 
seamen.’ One cargo of sperm oil, in this year, 
amounted to two thousand three hundred and 
sixty-four barrels; whale oil was also brought in 
to the amount of one thousand seventy-two bar- 
rels, sperm seven hundred and thirty-three, in 
another. 

From Nantucket, there went out this year, sev- 
enty-five ships, amounting to eighteen thousand 
seven hundred and sixty-five tons, navigated by 
one thousand three hundred and fifteen seamen; 
seven brigs, amounting to nine hundred and 
eighty-nine tons, having on board one hundred 
and three seamen; two schooners, measuring one 
hundred and seventy-two tons, with twenty-eight 
seamen; and one sloop, of eighty-two tons, with 
fourteen seamen ;— making eighty-five vessels, 
twenty thousand two hundred and twenty-six 
tons, and one thousand four hundred and sixty 
seamen. Other vessels, I am informed, have 
every year been added to the number of those en- 
gaged in that trade. One brig and five ships, the 

ear following, followed to the Pacific, navigated 

y one hundred and fourteen seamen; and we 
sometimes find a vessel out in this trade three 
years, before she returns. Why is it not cher- 
ished? What can be better calculated to produce 
seamen ? 

From a memorandum which I hold in my 
hand, presented to me by a member of the last 
Congress, it appears that Nantucket is believed to 
be interested in this trade, to the amount of four 
millions of dollars; and New Bedford two mil- 
lions of dollars. This trade, it will be remem- 
bered, employs more tonnage, and a much greater 
number of seamen, than the Canton trade, which 
has been so prized by the rich merchant. 

I will now, Mr. Chairman, take some notice of 
the China market, where we procure many of our 
supplies. It has been severely remarked upon, 
throughout the country, more particularly by those 
engaged in the European trade, and even in this 
House, no very favorable impressions of it, at one 
time, existed. But, from aught I can see, it is a 
trade rather to be cherished than deprecated; and 
if it has»not yielded us all we wanted, it has been 
owing to the manner in which we ourselves have 
carried iton. I hope the House will indulge me 
a short time, that I may take some notice of the 
document furnished by the agent of the United 
States, at Canton, to this Government; it is 
official. 
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It appears from this paper, that the trade of 
China Ge fluctuated very considerably, from the 
season of 1804~’5, to the present time, owing, no 
doubt, to the various causes which have influ- 
enced this Government during that period. In 
the course of that year, there were thirty-four ves- 
sels, which made up the sum of 10,159 tons; they 
carried, in specie, $2,902,000, yet the total amount 
of value that year entered in Canton, was $5,- 
555,818; the whole of which, exclusive of the 
specie, and excepting also $1,080 in ginseng, was 
furs, seal skins, ebony and sandal wood, making 
their value amount to $2,653,638. In the season 
1805-’6, the result is different—forty-two vessels 
entered that year, making the number of tons 
12,480, carrying $4,176,000. The total value of 
the trade was, that year, $5,326,358, which was 
produced by the furs, seal skins, sandal wood, and 
ebony; making the amount $1,176,358; but in 
this must be reckoned 1,334 peculs of ginseng, 102 
of opium, 48 of quicksilver, 140 of lead, 346 of 
iron, and 600 of copper. There were that year 
sent 17,445 sea-otter skins, and 140,297 seal skins. 
In the season of 1806~7, there were entered at 
that port, thirty-seven vessels, making 11,268 tons. 
They had on board $2,895,000. The total value 
of trade that year, was $3,877,362 ; of which, there 
was about the same proportion of ginseng, quick- 
silver, iron, lead, &c., that there was the season 
before; but this year 14,251 sea-otter skins and 
261,330 seal skins; this would make the furs, seal, 
&c., amount, this year, to $981,362. I will skip 
over some of these years, and present to the House 
a few of those most worthy of notice. Here is 
the return for the season of 1808~’9; this year, as 
our difficulties in Europe increased, our trade de- 
clined, though the result is worthy to be remarked. 
There were but eight vessels entered at Canton, 
numbering 2,215 tons, carrying $70,000; the total 
amount of trade that year was $479,850; the 
amount this year, over the $70,000, was $409,850. 
This amount was produced by 7,944 sea-otter 
skins, 34,000 seal, 3,400 land otter, 5,170 beaver, 
480 peculs of ebony, 2,050 of cotton, and 4,800 
peculs of sandal wood. 

The season of 181112 gives this result: $1,- 
875,000 in am sent to that market; the total 
amount of the trade was $3,132,810; consequently 
the $1,257,810 was made up of furs, seal skins and 
sandal wood, with the exception of 1557 peculs of 
ginseng, 200 of opium, 29 of quicksilver, 5,814 of 
iron, and 2,798 of copper. 

In the season of 181213 there was taken to 
Canton $616,000, and the total amount of trade 
that season was $1,453,000, made up of furs, seal 
skins, and sandal wood, with the exception like- 
wise, of 250 peculs of ginseng, 100 of opium, and 
5,629 of copper. 

During the whole of the years 181314, and 
181415, there was not one dollar sent to China— 
there was, with the exception of 430 peculs of gin- 
seng, nothing sent but furs, sea-otter, seals, land 
otters, fox, beaver. and sandal wood, these were 
taken in the forest, or hewn down with the axe 
in the Sandwich Islands, yet the amount is 
$451,500. 
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The seasun of 1815-16 is favorable. That of 
181617 gives $5,609,600, as the total amount of 


‘ trade, though there was of this $4,545,000 in 


specie. 
The season of 181718 gives 39 vessels, 14,325 
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rect, navigated by 208 seamen. From Salem 
two vessels cleared; one touched at Europe, one 
at Manilla, with 33 seamen. From New Yor 
nine vessels cleared ; two touched at Europe, one 
in the Pacific, six direct—193 seamen. From 


tons, $5,601,000 in specie; the total amount of | Providence, there cleared six vessels; two touched 


trade that year was $7,076,228, making $2,675,828 
in furs, sandal wood, &c., with 1,601 peculs of 
ginseng, 448 of opium, 105 of steel, lead, quick- 
silver, iron, copper, nearly in the same_propor- 
tions. 

The estimate of our trade, for the season of 
1818-19, states the amount in specie to be $7,- 





at Europe, three in the Pacific, two direct—93 
seamen. From Philadelphia, there cleared tey 
vessels ; four touched at iivem, one in the Pa. 
cific, and five direct—navigated by 195 seamen, 
From Marblehead, there cleared one vessel; 
touched at Manilla—navigated by 20 seamen, 
From Newburyport, one vessel, touched at Bata- 


414,000, and the total amount $10,217,151, of | via—15seamen. From Rotterdam, by Portsmouth, 


which sum, the sandal wood forms an item of! having 24 seamen. 


$91,368, sea-otter tails $10,136, beaver skins 
$70,065, seal $100,300, sea-otter $124,068, besides 
all other furs, &c., with ginseng, lead, opium, &c., 
which forms this season large items in the im- 
ports. 

In the season 1820-’21, there was taken to Can- 
ton $2,995,000, though the total value of the trade 
that year is $5,392,795; sandal wood this year 
amounted to $67,133; sea-otter skins to $176,548 ; 
land otter to $44,550; beaver $68,000, and sea- 
otter tails, to $14,422; seals $22,078, &c., &e. 

Having, sir, exhibited this view of the subject 
to the House, J will now trespass upon their time 
for a moment, to present one other point in this 

trade, which will place the whole subject in such 
a light, that I hope it will be easily understood. 
We have been constantly in the habit of exclaim- 
ing against the Canton trade, as ruinous to us, as 
draining the country of its specie, without once 
referring to the indirect trade, by which many of 
the dollars here exhibited have been taken from 
Europe, and the Mediterranean. During the sea- 
son of 1818-’19, there arrived at Canton from the 
United States, forty-six vessels, amounting to 
16,022 tons, with 934 seamen. From Boston there 
cleared that season thirteen vessels—four touched 
at Europe, five at South America and the North- 
west coast, four went direct, employing 260 sea- 
men. From Salem three cleared, two touched at 
South America and the Northwest coast, one 
direct—69 seamen. From New York, seven ves- 
sels cleared, two touched at Europe, one at South 
America, and the Pacific, four direct—140 sea- 
men. From Providence, six vessels cleared, five 
touched at Europe, and one at South America 
and the Pacific—132 seamen. From Philadel- 
phia, there cleared eleven vessels, two by Europe 
or the Mediterranean, one at South America and 
the Pacific, eight direct—199 seamen. From Bal- 
timore, two vessels cleared, one by Europe or the 
Mediterranean, one direct—with 47 seamen. Am- 
sterdam, three vessels, two touched at the Medi- 
terranean, one by South America and the Pacifie-— 
57 seamen. One vessel purchased at Whomford, 
with 30 seamen. 

In the season of 1819-20, there arrived at Can- 
ton forty-three vessels, making 15,139 tons, navi- 
gated by 829 seamen. Eleven cleared at Boston; 
one touched at Europe, one at South America, 
one at the mouth of the Oregon, or Columbia, one 
at the Sandwich Isles, one at Batavia, and six di- 


Valparaiso, one direct—28 
seamen. South America, one touched at the 
Sandwich Isles—20 seamen. 

During the season of 1820-21, there arrived a 
Canton twenty-eight American vessels, amounting 
to 9,387 tons, conveying $2,995,000. From Bos- 
tnn, six cleared, one touched at Europe, one at 
South America, and four at Columbia river and 
the Pacific. From New York, four cleared, one 
touched at Java, three direct. From Salem, two 
cleared, touched at Sumatra. From Providence, 
six cleared; four touched at Europe or Java, two 
direct. From London, four cleared, direct. From 
Liverpool, two, teuched at Sumatra. From Phil- 
adelphia, three direct. From Gibraltar, one; 
peehed at Sumatra. 

Such, Mr. Chairman, is the aspect of our Can- 
ton trade, and in all instances of a vessel’s taking 
any other course than the direct route, it has been 
for the purpose of exchanging the commodities of 
our own country for silver, either in Europe or in 
South America, or by obtaining the furs of the 
Northwest Coast, the sandal wood of the Pacific, 
for the products of the United States; thence to 
Canton, and return with the richest cargoes. In 
this way much of the silver which is entered at 
Canton is obtained, and has at first view the ap- 
pearance of having been taken from the United 
States. In the seasons, for instance, of 1819 and 
1820, the schooner Flying Fish, of 285 tons, Fitch, 
master, belonging to a company of merchants, 
cleared from South America, touched at the Sand- 
wich Isles, probably for sandal wood, carried spe- 
cie to the amount of $100,000. The schooner 
Packet, Hill, master, 281 tons, cleared from Val- 
paraiso, Thorndike, owner, went direct with 
$140,000. During the season of 1820 and 1821, 
of which I have just now spoken, it will be ob- 
served that four vessels cleared from London and 
two from Liverpool. From London, the Robert 
Edward, Sherburn, master, went direct to Canton 
with $107,000 on board. The ship Canton Packet, 
King, master, owned by Perkins, cleared from 
London with $200,000. The ship Honqua, Nash, 
master, owned by Perkins, cleared from London, 
direct, with $50,000. Ship Augusta, Giles, mas- 
ter, owned by Perkins, cleared from London, with 
steel, cotton, furs, &c. From Liverpool the ship 
Columbian cleared this season, Sherman, master, 
owned by Evans, and sailed direct to Canton with 
$60,000. Ship Addison, from Liverpool, took no 
specie. This at least we know, that $317,000 
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went this season from London and Liverpool, and 
how much else, by our vessels touching for the 
purpose spoken of, at different ports in Europe, the 
islands, &c., is not known, but it is presumed toa 
considerable amount. 

Besides this, it does appear that much of the 
profit of this trade is gained by our merchants in 
carrying the products of Canton to Europe, and 
vending them there, and either returning home 
with the manufactures of Europe suited to our 
wants, or bringing with them the specie—hence 
the drain of specie is from Europe in proportion | 
to the goods shipped from Canton for that coun- 
try. If the House will indulge me a little longer, 
I will show the proportions shipped to the United 
States and to Europe, by our traders. In the sea- 
sons of 1815, and 1816, there was destined for Eu- 
rope 2,731,010, lbs. of tea, 1,650 peculs of cassia, 
and 185,000 pieces of Nankeens. The proportion 
destined for the United States, was 4,514,280 lbs. 
of tea, 1,695 peculs of cassia, and 455,000 pieces of 
Nankeens. The proportion of exports for the sea- 
son of 1816, and 1817, destined for Europe, was 
2,880,000 lbs. of tea, 172,533 lbs. of* cassia, 600,000 
Ibs. of sugar, and 360,000 pieces of Nankeens. 
The proportion destined for the United States was 
6,074,100 lbs. of tea, 660,000 Ibs. of cassia, 333,000 
Ibs. of sugar, 1,434,000 pieces of Nankeens. The 
proportion of exports destined for Europe in the 
season of 1817, and 1818, was 2,086,245 pounds of 
tea, 73,300 lbs. cassia, 160,000 lbs. sugar, 46,600 
Ibs. sugar candy, 10,600 lbs. rhubarb, 66,000 Ibs. 
gallingal, 22,600 Ibs. raw silk, 6,600 lbs. vermillion, 

50 pieces of silks, 241,000 pieces of Nankeens, 
2,600 lbs. of gamboge. That destined for the 
United States, was 7,535,885 Ibs. of tea, China 
ware, 11,487 peculs, 272,933 lbs. of cassia, 1,428,- 
933 lbs. sugar, 37,200 lbs. rhubarb, 1,603 peculs | 
of mats, 200,886 pieces of silks, 76,800 lbs. sewing 
silks, 37,600 lbs. vermillion, 14,000 lbs. gallingal, 
6,933 lbs. China root, 1,333 lbs. camphor, 33,000 Lbs. 
of sugar candy, 1,228,000 pieces of Nankeens. 

It should be borne in mind that this season the 
value of all the China ware exported by American 
vessels, is estimated at $172,305; and all the san- 
dal wood sold this year in China, taken from the | 
Sandwich Islands principally, is estimated at $174,- 
075. All the imperial tea exported this season by 
American vessels from China, is estimated at 
$316,152. And the sea otter skins, land otter, 
beaver, and seal skins, alone, imported this season, 
are estimated at $318,580. 

During the season of 1820, and 1821, there was 
exported from China for the United States, China 
ware to the amount of $138,266. There were im- 
ported that year by our vessels, sea otter skins, 
valued at $176,548: Thus may it be seen that the 
whole of the China ware of the United States is 
purchased by that which we fish from the sea on 
our western coast, at or near the mouth of Colum- 
bia, or it is cut from the Sandwich Islands in the 
shape of sandal wood. 

I will not fatigue the House with any thing 
more relative to our trade in the Pacific ocean and 
at Canton. Enough has been unfolded to call the 
attention of gentlemen to that subject ; their own 











reflections will supply more than I could say. 
Were this trade cherished as it ought to be, new 
benefits would every day develop themselves, and 
fresh sources of wealth be opened to the Republic. 
Our whale ships are annually on that coast with 
no other cargo than some hardware, and orna- 
ments, to traffic with the natives. Perhaps the 
greatest value on board their vessels would not 
amount to more than two thousand dollars; the 
rest is made up by their labor, in fishing it from 
the ocean. Yet we witness their return every 
year, enriched by the products of their voyages. 
The best fishing ground is known to be on our 
Western coast, and our commerce in those seas, 
every day increasing, it is now so important as to 
require a ship-of-the-line, and smaller vessels, to 
protect it; and we have reason to believe, that 
three ships of war will soon be wanted for that 
purpose. Nor have we a place to refit our ships, 
on that side the continent, or to even drive a nail 
in one of our vessels, should it be wanted, though 
we have many excellent harbors. For any ac- 
commodation of that kind, we must be obliged to 
the good dispositions of other nations, or sail back 
to our own ports on the Atlantic, near twenty 
thousand milesround Cape Horn. The catastrophe 
on that side, during the late war, ought to have 
taught us wisdom. While our ships cut up and 
destroyed the enemy in that sea, there was no place 
to rest secure, with the vessels they captured, or 
we would not have witnessed the destruction of 
so many which have been taken. Neither should 
we have felt the effect of that terrible scene at 
Valparaiso. The coast on that side can be more 
easily defended than any in America; the entrance 
of Oregon, or Columbia, is easy, affording seven- 
teen fathom water; the whole extent of the river, 
below the Falls, is deep, placid, and, near its 
mouth, there are points which altogether command 
the entrance, with perpendicular rocks on either 
side, where forts may be constructed so strong as 
to bid defiance to all the military science of the 
world. 

On a former occasion, Mr. Chairman, a gentle- 
man on the other side of the House, expressed 
some surprise, that I should be in favor of reducing 
the Army, when I hada proposition to occupy the 
mouth of the Columbia. This,sir, was the reason. 
Iam thoroughly persuaded, that the post at the 
Council Bluffs is not wisely chosen, and that the 
troops now at that point, would render more ser- 
vice to the country at the mouth of Columbia, 
than where they are: they are too far to protect 
the white population of Missouri, and not far 
enough either to check the British trader, or render 
any other service. One of the principal crossing 
places of the Indians is some distance below that 
post, the other far above. But, if I were to sug- 
gest a plan to awe the Indian and keep him at 
peace, it would be, to show him your troops occa- 
sionally, penetrate into his country, and let him 
witness their display ; then return; prove to him 
by this conduct that you have no disposition to 


| take his country, and he will respect and fear you. 


TheIndian is the proudest man that has ever lived, 
and loves his country as ardently as man can. 





407 
H. or R. 


Three hundred years of war has proved to the 
white man that he can be killed, but never sub- 
dued; war is the road to fame with him; the 
warrior is the proudest title he can prize, the onl 
one of value; wherefore, the moment your sol- 
diers lay off their military dress, and appear in 
their fatigue clothes, and commence their labors, 
that instant, all respect, all apprehension is ban- 
ished from his mind, and is succeeded by ineffable 
contempt and disgust; for they, like the nobility 
of every country, hold labor as disgraceful. 

The route to the mouth of the Columbia is easy, 
safe, and expeditious. We all recollect, distinctly, 
the delays, dangers, and difficulties, which attended 
the merchant, on his first opening the trade to 
Kentucky ; in those days, much preparation was 
necessary, and from thirty to thirty-five days were 
exhausted in getting to market; his goods were 
then transported to Fort Pitt, or Wheeling, by 
wagon, creeping on with appalling slowness; if 
there was a freshet in the Ohio he arrived in the 
season, but sorrow and ruin attended him, if his 
en did not arrive in time for this advantage; 

is Spring supplies arrived in the Fall, and his 
Fall goods detained sometimes until the Spring. 
Even now, an intelligent friend from Tennessee, 
whe usally sits on the other side of the House, tells 
me, that the merchants of Nashville take their 
wagoners’ receipts, to deliver their goods at that 
eee in from 30 to 50 days. From Louisville, in 

entucky, down to New Orleans, formerly re- 
quired a voyage of from 30 to 40 days, and using, 
on the voyage up the river, what they called a 
barge, it required them 90 days to make the trip, 
in what they called good time; the distance is es- 
timated, I believe, at 1500 miles. Now, however, 
by steamboat navigation, they make the voyage 
down, in seven days, and up in sixteen days. 
This, I beiieve is the average voyage, between 
those places; if I am in error, I can be corrected, 
as I see in the House some of the steamboat own- 
ers on those rivers. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we cannot be mistaken, 
when we apply the same calculations to the route 
to the mouth of the Oregon; as steamboat navi- 
ij tion we all know to be safe and sure. Where- 

ore, it will take a steamboat 24 days to arrive at 
the falls of the Missouri; thence, I allow a wagon 
14 days to travel two hundred miles, to the mouth 
of Clark’s river, thence 7 days to the mouth of 
Oregon ; making the time necessary for that trip 
44 days. To return, the boat would reach Clark’s 
river in 14 days, double the time she would go 
down ; the wagon would return to the falls of Mis- 
souri in 13 days; thence the boat would arrive at 
St. Louis, in half ihe time necessary for her up- 
ward voyage, which would be 12 days; making 
the whole time 39 days. 

If there were any doubt existing in the mind of 
any gentlemen, surely it might be done away, when 
we recur to the fact of a wagon having already 
passed from St. Louis to Santa Fe, and returned 
in the course of the last Summer, bringing with 
it, the sum of ten thousand dollars, as the profit of 
the trip; this information I get through the me- 
dium of the newspapers, alike known to all, and 
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the fact, I believe, has never been doubted ; ano. 
ther party returned from the direction of the Rock 
Mountains, with a profit of fourteen thousan( 
dollars, making twenty-four thousand dollars 
where none existed before, and making that easy 
which, but a short time ago, was thought an in. 
possibility. 

I am apprized that something is said relative ty 
the probability of the settlement of the Oregon, 
contemplated by this bill, producing, in the end, 
bad consequences to this igs? if not, finally, a 
separation of these States. The great distance 
has also been urged as a reason for its rejection, 
Sir, I would look with as much fear upon a mea. 
sure which might, even at a remote day, produce 
a separation of these Republics, as any man; but 
no result can take place of that kind ; all contem- 
plate with joy the period when these States shall 
extend to the Rocky Mountains. Why not, then, 
to the Pacific ocean? Would that country, eu 
off from this, be benefited by the change, pressed, 
as it would be, by two powerful foreign nations, 
both to the North and to the South? Rather 
would not that prevent so fatal a step, as it would 
be to Oregon? Or, if we consulted our own inter- 
ests, and believed the separation inevitable, would 
it not be wisdom in us, to have a people there who 
were descended from us, speaking the same lan- 
guage, admiring and maintaining the same laws, 
Constitution, and Government, than to have Eng- 
lish, Russians, or French, with all their disgusting 
notion of monarchy, which degrades the noblest 
intellect, and makes the man a slave? You can- 
not choose—you must have your children’s ene 
mies, the occupants of Oregon. As to distance, | 
have shown that, in point of time, the mouth of 
Oregon, or Columbia, is not further distant than 
Louisville was thirty years ago, from New York, 
or St. Louis was twenty years ago from Philadel- 
phia. The whole expense of carrying one hun- 
dred and fifty tons of cannon to the mouth of that 
river, and making a survey of all our harbors on 
that coast, is estimated by the Secretary of the 
Department of the Navy, at $25,000, a sum small, 
indeed, to accomplish an object of such importance 
to the Republic. On that side there can be no 
fear of those collisions which we are constantly 
in danger of from the constantly varying policy 
of Europe. On the east of the Atlantic ocean 
there is continual strife, and their Governments 
appear to be administered according to the angry 
passions of the man, rather than according to the 
<n of the laws, which have no passion. On 
the west side of the Pacific there is peace, and an 
uninterrupted calm, which not even English pol- 
icy can disturb. All the supplies which man can 
want are there to be had in plenty, purchased by 
us with the products of the forest and the sea, 
which require no labor, no skill of the artizan to 
give them value. Is it not worthy the considera- 
tion of the statesman and the merchants, whether 
our citizens might not lay Europe under contri- 
betion, by increasing the fur trade through these 
rivers? This, with the products of that sea, 
would purchase in Canton all we want to con- 
sume ; the residue might be sold in Europe, which 
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would at once employ many tons of shipping, and 
bring us the money of that country which now 
they send to China. In other words, the occupa- 
tion of the Oregon would offer so many facilities | 
to the Canton trade, where a voyage can be per- | 
formed in fifty or seventy days, the products of | 
the sea and forest so vast, the copper of the North | 
so pure and abundant, the sandal wood immedi- | 
ately on the route to market, that the wealth of | 
those regions, and that trade, seem to implore you | 
only to stretch forth your hands and receive it. 
his would soon drive the English out of mar- | 
ket, as their East India privileges benefit them | 
merely because it prevents other of their subjects 
from getting rich; it could not reach us, or affect | 
our trade. Young as our commerce is, and un- | 
friended as it has been, its total value, as shown | 
by this paper, was, in the season of 1817-18, | 
$7,076,828 ; whilst that of the English, for the | 
same year, was $16,126,700—but a sorry account 
of their charters and institutions, pampered to 
suffocation. In the season of 1818-19, I have 
shown, by this document, the total value of our 
trade to have been $10,217,151, whilst that year, 
the same paper shows the English trade to have 
been nearly stationary, amounting to $16,297,922. 
One other advantage presents itself to us, by | 
occupying the Oregon, as proposed by this bill, 
and I speak of it with the more satisfaction, as it | 
concerns the plough, which is, at last, the great | 
benefactor of mankind. The lands of the Oregon 
are well adapted to the culture of wheat, rye, corn, 
barley, and every species of grain; that position 
will enable them to sell their surplus produce with 
certainty, and purchase the manufactures of China, 
by an exchange of labor. I know it is the com- 
mon belief that the Chinese will not take any- 
thing but silver, gold, and a few articles prized by 
them; but, from all I can learn, this would seem | 
to be a common error, produced by the circum- 
stance of the impracticability of taking flour or 
breadstuffs to that market. From Europe or the 
United States, there would be no hope of their 
arriving in any tolerable condition; the climate is | 
so warm, the voyage so long, that they must spol | 
on the way. Besides, the merchant would not | 
tisk a voyage with such bulky, heavy, low-priced | 
articles ; consequently, the commerce of Canton is 
carried on in all the richer productions, as they | 
per a profit commensurate with the expense, 
length of voyage, and great delay in prosecuting | 
it. Many, likewise, of the neighboring countries, 
carry on trade in the richer products of the soil, 
as cotton, sugar, coffee, &c., wherefore, there is | 
little surplus breadstuffs to dispose of. This, then, | 
would operate almost as an exclusive privilege to | 
the farmers of Oregon, to supply their wants on 
that side; and, by so doing, obtain for themselves 
the comforts which all mankind are in search of. | 
When Mr. F. concluded, the Committee rose, 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





Wenpnespay, December 18. 


Mr. Rocuester presented a petition of sundry | 
inhabitants of the counties of Ontario, Seneca, 
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and Cayuga, in the State of New York, praying 


for the erection of a lighthouse at or near the en- 
trance of Great Sodus Bay, on Lake Ontario.— 
Referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

Mr. Kenr presented a petition of Daniel Car- 
roll, of Duddington, and others, of the city of 
Washington, praying that certain repairs may be 
made to the buildings lately occupied by Congress 
on the Capitol Hill—Referred to the Commuliian 
of Claims. 

Mr. McCoy, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of William F. 
Nimmo, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of the said Nimmo; which bill was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 

hole. 

Mr. Kenr, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported the following bill: 

Be it enacted, &c., That so much of the third section 


|of an act of the General Assembly of the State of 
| Maryland, entitled ‘‘An act for an addition to George- 
| town, in Montgomery county,” as prohibits the pro- 
| prietors of lots fronting on the north side of Water 


street, from setting or erecting buildings on the south 
side of said street, or on wharves made on the south 
side of the aforesaid street, be and the same is hereby 
repealed: Provided, That the proprietors aforesaid 


_shall not have power to erect any building or build- 


ings, on the south side of said street, not author- 
ized by an ordinance of the Corporation of George- 
town: And provided, also, That, after being thus au- 


' thorized by said corporation, the proprietors aforesaid 


may sell and dispose of their property on either side 
of the said street, without affecting the title to that on 
the other side, as effectually as they could have done 
before the passage of the aforesaid act of Maryland. 


This bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Cook, from the committee appointed on 
the 10th instant on the subject of the public lands 
within the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, 
reported in part a bill to authorize the laying out 
and opening of a road from Wheeling, in Virgi- 
nia, to the seatof government in Missouri ; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Harbin, a committee was 
appointed to inquire what further retrenchment 
can be made in the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, without detriment to the public service; 
and Messrs. Harpin, Wuipr.te, Tracy, Hot- 


_ COMBE, Ross, WiuuiaMs, of North Carolina, and 


WiL.1aM Sita, were appointed the said com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested 


to lay before the House so much of the letter of Mr. 
Prevost as relates to the establishment at the mouth 


| of the Columbia river, and such information as he may 


have in his possession in relation to the arrangements 
made about the year 1814, by the Northwest Compa- 
ny, with the proprietors of a settlement made by citi- 
zens of the United States at the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river, by which that company became possessed of 
that settlement. 
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The resoluuon was ordered to lie on the table 
one day. 

On motion of Mr. Cocks, a committee was 
appointed to inquire what number of public lots, 
in the city of Washington, have been sold by the 
agents of the United States ; when sold, by whom, 
to whom, and for what price; what part of the 
purchase money has been paid, the amount due, 
and when payable; whether the debts are well 
secured ; whether the money received has been 
applied to objects authorized by any existing law; 
how much thereof has been paid into the Treasu- 
ry ; when, and by whom paid; and what disposition 
has been made of all the money arising from the 
sales of said lots; and that the said committee 
have power to call for persons and papers; and 
Messrs. Cocke, Woopcock, WaRFIELD, FLoyp, 
and LincoLn, were appointed the said committee, 

Mr. Merca.re submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House what pro- 
gress has been made in the execution of an act of the 
last session, entitled “An act to abolish the Indian 
Trading Establishments,’’ with a report from the fac- 
tories, respectively, as the same may be made to him. 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
one day. 

Mr. Watwortu submitted the following reso- 
lution, viz : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House, the 
several laws which have been made by the Governor 
and Legislative Council of Florida; together with 
such information relative thereto as may be in posses- 
sion of the Executive, not improper to be communi- 
cated, showing the necessity, propriety, and practical 
effect, of such !aws. 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
one day. 

On motion of Mr. Gitmer, the Committee of 
the whole House to which is committed the joint 


resolutions for carrying into effect certain articles | 


of agreement entered into between the United 
States and the State of Georgia, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and the 
said resolutions were committed to the Committee 
of the whole House on the state of the Union. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 

The House then, according to the order of the 
day, again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the bill to authorize the occupation of 
the mouth of the Columbia river. 

No debate or proposition being offered thereon, 
the Committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House with the amendments. 

The amendments were severally taken up and 
agreed to by the House; and the bill being fur- 
ther amended, 

Mr. Wricut addressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I had hoped, from the ardent and 
luminous remarks of the Hon. Mr. Fioyp, of Vir- 
ginia, who reported this bill, and from its vast 
importance to the enterprising navigating inter- 
ests of the United States, frequenting the Pacific 





ocean, to whom this establishment must be alj- 
important, that this measure would have received 
the warm support of this House; but, sir, the 
seeming apathy that I have thought I discovered, 
has alarmed my fears for its fate, and induced me 
to trespass on the time of the House, at least to 
elicit a discussion, whereby the subject may be 
perfectly understood, and the passage of the bil! 
thereby secured. Sir, this territory has been fairly 
purchased from France by the United States, and 
its limits recently and distinctly marked by our 
late treaty with Spain. By the compact by which 
we acquired this territory, the inhabitants of jr 
were, by its letter, secured in the protection of 
their legitimate rights, and, becoming thereby a 
me of these United States, were entitled to the 
nefits of our Constitution: Protection and alle- 
giance are reciprocal obligations. Every territory 
is, by the Constitution, entitled to, and has bee 
protected by, a territorial government, progressing 
with its population, in the progressive grades of 
territorial governments to which it will be found 
this territory is, both by the letter and spirit of the 
compact, cleatly entitled. I felt it necessary to 
make these remarks to awaken the attention of 
the House, to the Constitutional claims of the 
people, who, with the Senate, form their legisla- 
tive organ, to give practical operation to such 
measures as are necessary to the lawful govern- 
_ment of the inhabitants of that region, who have 
| no means of recovering the smallest debt, but by 
| physical force. Sir, the indissoluble ties of the 
_ Constitution, I cannot doubt, will be duly regard- 
| ed; the interest of this nation, particularly of the 
Northeast, I had presumed, would have bound the 
| Representatives trom that quarter to its firm and 
| united support; particularly on examination ot 
the very interesting documents presented by the 
/ chairman that reported that bill. The fur trade, 
| even in its incipient stages, appears to be of great 
‘value. We know that the great Creator has, in 
| his providence, graduated the habits of the fur- 
‘clad tribes, by the climate, and the further North 


| they are found, the better the furs. The fisheries 
| in the Southern ocean, are, also, even in their first 
| stages, shown to be of great value; and who can 
_ cast his eye upon the map, and not pronounce the 
| proposed establishment to be of great advantage 
to the Americans trading in the furs and fish of 
| the Pacific ocean? And who that has any regard 
| to our hardy American seamen, who have so often 
| covered this nation with glory, will deny them 
‘this facility, whose enterprises in the acquisition 
| of coffee, under the restrictions of St. Domingo, 
‘elicited the rough compliment of the then sable 
| Prince Regent of that Government. Sir, not long 
| Since, one of our ships in the whale fishery was 
_ destroyed by the stroke of a whale, and the crew 
compelled to take to their boats for safety. Wha! 
| a convenience would such an establishment have 
; been to them! what relief would it have minis- 
| tered to their awful bodings! But, sir, independ- 
ent of the advantage to the citizens engaged in 
| this trade, I have no doubt a custom-house there 
| would, in a little time, repay all the expense of this 
‘establishment in a ten-fold ratio, and form the 
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best means of exploring the character of the peo- 

e, the soil, and climate of that region, now little 
oon to us, and thus learning what may be of 
rtance tous. In 1795, Great Britain 
prohibited the importation of cotton from the Uni- 
ted States—now so important to her. Sir, such 
has been the enterprise of this Republic since its 
establishment, and such its success, especially in 
canals, and such the — of improvement elicited 
by our example, that | am surprised that the union 
of the Atlantic with the Pacific, at the Isthmus of 
Darien, has not yet been undertaken. But, sir, 
its vast importance to the world cannot long per- 
mit it to-be neglected. The stock in that canal 
would be of great value, and suggests the pleasing 
anticipations of its completion. The preposterous 


t im 


- claim of Russia to the vicinage of the river Co- 


lumbia, speaks loudly the value of the trade in 
that region, which, united with the evidence in 
possession of this House, I hope will induce them 
to pass this bill, and thereby protect and govern 
our people there by law, and not leave them to the 
government of savages, in violation of that com- 
pact that made them American citizens. 

Mr. Baytizs, of Massachusetts, said that, as 
one of the committee who had reported the bill, 
he felt himself impelled, by a sense of duty, to pre- 
sent to the House some views which he had taken 
of this subject. All the objections to the provisions 
of the bill which he had heard, he had heard out of 
the House; and he had indulged himself in the hope 
(as no serious opposition had been manifested in 
the Committee of the Whole) that the luminous 
view which had been taken of this subject by the 
chairman of the committee (Mr. Ftoyp) would 
have induced its adoption without further dis- 
cussion. 

Of the objections which he had heard, he would 
however, say that some were weighty, and all 
were plausible. The objects which the bill con- 
templated were of much importance to a portion 
of the country whic he represented, and its vicin- 
ity, from which ther? is the most extensive whale 
fishery in the world,‘and that he was induced to 
believe that the state of that fishery was now such 
as to require a port on the shores of the Pacific 
ocean, or on the waters connected with that 
ocean. 

The expense of the territorial establishment 
contemplated by the bill had been urged as an 
argument against it. He admitted that the mea- 
sure would be attended with some expense, and 
that, for some years, the prospect of revenue, from 
a settlement so remote, would be but small; but 
the utility of this undertaking ought not to be 
measured by its’ expense. Measures, creating 
more expense, have frequently been adopted by 
this nation, whose utility was far more question- 
able than this. If there is one branch of the mer- 
cantile industry of the country which deserves 
encouragement more than another, it is the whale 
fishery. It is an employment of a peculiar char- 
acter; it creates its own capital. It does not come 
upon the country for specie, to purchase the cot- 
ton and woollen manufactured goods, the wines, 
the brandies, and the silks, of Europe. Its capi- 
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tal is created by labor; it is dragged up from the « 
bottom of the ocean; it has now become a busi+ * 
ness of national importance. With a view to 
elicit some information on this subject, he had 
addressed some inquiries to Mr. Hawes, the Col- 
lector of the Customs at New Bedford, a gentle- 
man of great respectability, whose knowledge was 
practical, who had visited the seas where whales 
are taken, and whose peculiar information would 
entitle his statements to much consideration. 
Here Mr. B. read the communications, which 
were in substance as follows:—The first letter 
which Mr. Hawes had addressed to him was 
dated January 5, 1822. In this letter he stated 
that sixty-five vessels were employed in the whale 
fishery, from the port of New Bedford, tonnaging 
16,222, navigated by 1,350 men and boys; that 
thirty-six of the largest of these vessels were em- 
loyed in fishing for spermaceti whales in the 
Pacific ocean, tonnaging 9,942, and navigated by 
about 800 men; that, since the late war, the 
reater number of the whaling ships of New Bed- 
ord had been employed on the coast of Patagonia 
and the adjacent waters, in fishing for right 
whales; but oil of that description having fallen 
in price within the last two years, many vessels 
had been taken from that fishery, and had been 
despatched to the Pacific, to fish for spermaceti 
whales, as the oil made from them had fully sus- 
tained its prices. From the Pacific it was sper- 
maceti oil which had been obtained principally, 
and not more than seven or eight hundred of the 
black oil. The black whale oil was taken on the 
coast of Chili, in the bays and harbors. He esti- 
mated all the oil and bone brought from the Pa- 
cific to the port of New Bedford, since the late 
war, at $1,713,600—to January 1, 1822. The 
number of the ships in the fishery to the west of 
Cape Horn had increased, and would increase ; 
that the sperm oil was now manufactured before 
it was carried to market; and the manufacturing 
of it was considered very profitable. Mr. Hawes 
estimated the annual value of the whale fishery 
to New Bedford, in the Pacific alone, at $500,000, 
exclusive of the profits arising from the manufac- 
turing of spermaceti candles. The capital he esti- 
mated at $850,000. The bills of some of the 
ships employed in the Pacific ocean were as high 
as $32,000 or $33,000. Spermaceti oil was gen- 
erally from 80 to 100 cents ; sea elephant, from 45 
to 50, and right whale or black oil, from 30 to 35 
cents per gallon. The price of the sperm oil he 
had estimated as it was when in its crude state ; 
after pressing, it would average one dollar per 
allon. The ships employed in the whale fishery 
rom Nantucket, since the last war, according to 
the estimate of Mr. Hawes, considerably exceeded 
those of New Bedford; and all the Nantucket 
ships, except one, were in the Pacific ocean. He 
estimated the annual value of the fisheries in the 
Pacific ocean, to Nantucket and New Bedford 
alone, at $1,500,000, and the oil and bone which 
had been brought to both places, since the last 
war, exceeded $6,000,000; and that the number 
of seamen employed was 2,500. He also stated 
that there were three fine ships from Martha’s 
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in abundance on the coast of California. 

In answer to one of the queries of Mr. B., re- 
specting the number of mechanics to whom this 
business gave employment, Mr. Hawes said, that 
he did not know that he should overrate, if he said 
that it gave employment to all the mechanics of 
both places. And he expressed his conviction 
that he had not in his estimates of the value of 
this fishery, exceeded the truth. He also stated 
that the whale fishery in the South Pacific was 
failing ; and that, in future, they must look to the 
North Pacific for successful fishing, where there 
were spermaceti whales, right whales, and sea 
elephants, in great abundance. He concludes his 
letter thus: 


“A settlement at the Columbia river, if properly 
conducted, would insure to our nation an immense 
source of wealth. A company of traders and navi- 
gators, there settled, might have small vessels of from 
100 to 150 tons; with these vessels at home, they 
could explore the coast, and each fishery could be pur- 
sued in its proper season. The right whales come 
into the harbors and bays on that coast to bring forth 
their young; at that season they will make the most 
oil. The sea elephants are there found in abundance. 
I have no doubt seal skins can be obtained in plenty 
in their season; this I am certain of, if we are per- 
mitted as far north as the Fox Islands, latitude °52 53/ 
north, if we have proper vessels for taking them. The 
seals are nearly all destroyed in the South Pacific, 
where the weather is warm and mild; large ships 
could send there open boats, and take them; but to 
the north the business cannot be carried on in the 
same manner. ‘here must be small vessels to search 
out the harbors. Seal oil is an important article, if 
taken near a settlement; to save this oil in its purity 
it must be handed and put into vats ; like other blub- 
ber, it must not be boiled. Great quantities of differ- 
ent oils might be procured by the settlers, in their 
neighborhood, and preserved in the ground; it is the 
best way to preserve oil, and saves the expense of 
casks; it would be an object for our merchant vessels 
to take their cargoes from the tanks of the settlement. 
The fisheries in the South Pacific are failing: it is 
from the North we must look for good voyages ; this 
will lengthen voyages already too long. It is my 
opinion that a settlement on the Northwest will greatly 
increase our fisheries, our commerce, our seamen, and 
the revenue ; and, if I was twenty years younger, I 
should like to be one of the first settlers.” 


Mr. B. then produced another letter from this 
gentleman, of a subsequent date, from which he 
read the following extract: “Since my last I have 
‘ learned, from a very intelligent shipmaster who 
‘has. recently arrived from Valparaiso, that a 
‘vessel loaded with spars from Columbia river 
‘ had arrived there, and found a good market. I 
‘am led to believe with him that the lumber trade 
‘from the settlement at the mouth of that river 
‘to Peru and Chili must be made profitable, as 
‘there is not any wood in either of those places 
‘ proper for spars. I have known spars carried 
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Vineyard, employed in this fishery. He, also,| to the collector by a gentleman in his vicinity, jn 
| that sea elephants and cod had been found | which the number of ships employed in the whale 
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fishery of the Pacific Ocean, from all the ports in 
New Garland and New York, were estimated at 
one hundred and twenty-nine. averaging about 
three hundred tons each, valued at the time of 
sailing, at one hundred dollars per ton, amount- 
ing to three millions eight hundred and seventy 
thousand dollars ; and confirming the statement of 
the collector that the most profitable whale fish- 
ing was now in the North Pacific, between the 
latitudes of thirty-eight and forty-eight. Yet, sir, 
notwithstanding the immense value of the whale 
fishery in the Pacific ocean; notwithstanding the 
immense value of the fur trade on the long line 
of its shore, from Cape Horn to Analaska; there 
is not a solitary port at which our vessels can 
enter, to refit or procure supplies, unless it be by 
permission and the payment of duties. To the 
constory of the Spaniards and the fears of the 
native Indians we have hitherto been indebted for 
all the facilities which have been afforded to our 
shipping. I should have thought, sir, that dur- 
ing the last war, this country had received a les- 
son at Valparaiso which would have induced us 
to establish some place on this coast for the secu- 
rity and protection of our ships. In the event of 
another war with Great Britain, it may be relied 
on as a certain truth that in Chili, Peru, and Mex- 
ico, the influence of Great Britain will be the pre- 
dominating influence, and the miserable Creoles 
who inhabit these shores will connive, as they 
have done, at the violation of their independence 
and their neutrality: they will suffer our vessels 
to be captured under the guns of their batteries. 
Nay, they will do more—they will permit the titled 
marauder, who commands their navies, to plun- 
der our merchants, and will share in the plun- 
der. If we neglect those means of protection which 
we have in our power, let us not complain if the 
bloody flag of the pirate should wave in triumph 
over that mighty ocean, if it should be lighted up 
with the blaze of our burning vessels, and if the 
whole of that trade which now gives employment 
and wealth to thousands of our citizens should be 
annihilated. 

I have heard it said, Mr. Speaker, as well out of 
as in the House, that by the adoption of this mea- 
sure the limits of our empire would be extended 
too far, and that the Union itself would be exposed 
to the danger of dismemberment. If it were so, 
it would be well worth consideration whether the 
experiment would justify the hazard. But, sir, in 
my opinion, the unity of this nation depends in 
some measure upon its extension. There is less 
danger of separation in a confederacy of twenty 
or thirty States than in one of a smaller number. 
If the Union were composed of but two States, 
they would inevitably separate, or one of them 
would conquer the other. In like manner, if there 
were only two interests in the country—a North- 
ern and a Southern interest—a slaveholding and 
a non-slaveholding interest—the hazard of sepa- 


‘trom the island of New Zealand to those places, | ration would be greatly increased. But, by mul- 


‘ which paid a very great freight.” 


tiplying and extending the States of the Union, 


Mr. B. then read another statement, addressed | you will create so many different interests that 
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they will neutralize each other. On some ques- 


‘tions the interests of the Eastern and Southern 


States might be found to be the same; others the 
Eastern and Western; others the Middle States 
and the Southern, Eastern, and Western, and soon ; 
and so conflicting interests which might arise from 
time to time (so great at times as to threaten dis- 
memberment) be rendered less dangerous, and the 
angry passions of the few be controlled by the 
sober feelings of the majority. 


Sir, continued Mr. B., I have heard another ob- 
jection to this measure. It is said that the chances 
of war might be increased by the establishment 
of this post on the Pacific. I have indeed heard 
that the Emperor of Russia has claimed all the 
Northwest coast, down to the fifty-first degree of 
North latitude, and one hundred Italian miles 
south of that; and that he has also set up a claim 
of a character so monstrous that no people in their 
senses can admit it. He claims, sir, all the Pa- 
cific ocean, from that degree of latitude on the 
American coast, to a corresponding point on the 
Asiatic, under the pretence that it is a close sea. 
A close sea! and four or five thousand miles in 
width! and by his Imperial ukase has subjected 
all vessels to confiscation which shall be found 
within those limits! If this be the fact, (and | 
there is no doubt of it,) the time has arrived when | 
we are bound to strengthen ourselves in that region. | 
This measure is one, not of expediency, but of | 
necessity. 


Mr. Speaker, we have the ability to protect our 
trade on that ocean. During the last war, Com- 
modore Porter, with a single frigate, for a long 
time effectually protected our trade, and had ma- 
terially annoyed that of the enemy. It is unwise 
in us to despair of our ability to do this. Argu- 
ments founded upon what may happen would go 
equally to prove the futility of establishing a navy, 
which might be CAR) oo¢, by the adversary, and 
so add to his naval ui °F th as to evince the fruit- 
lessness of building ° s for trade, because they 
may be taken. Ifa measure be right in itself, it is 
unwise to reject it because its beneficial effects 
may be defeated bya war. Had we always acted 
from such policy, we should never have built a 
navy, nor suffered a merchant vessel to cross the 
ocean. 


The maxim of the Romans, never to despair | 
the Republic, was a maxim of wisdom as well as of 
courage. If we are to suffer this territory to re- | 
main a barren waste, the desire we had toextend our | 
nominal limits to the western waters was vain and | 
childish. Were it not ours some other nation 
would have occupied it; civilization would have 
commenced, and the means of increasing the hap- 
piness of man would have been extended. It is 
the duty of civilized nations, who have acquired 
a savage country, to cultivate it, to reclaim its 
wandering aborigines, to draw them from their 
forests, to condense their population, and to con- 
vert them, if not into farmers, at least into shep- 
herds and herdsmen; and if, after making every 
honest effort to improve their condition, they still 
continue to be obstinately hostile, never to hesitate 
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at the adoption of means necessary to secure the 
civilized race in their possessions. 

Mr. Bayes adverted to the importance of that 
branch of our commerce which is known by the 
name of the Northwest trade. He said he did not 
know but that it wasof more value than the whale 
fishery ; and, like that, it grew out of nothing; 
labor was its capital. The foundations of some 
of the most princely fortunes in Boston, were laid 
in that trade. Vessels would sail from ports in 
the United States sometimes, as he was told, with 
small assortments of hard ware, scarcely exceed- 
ing $5,000 in value; with such articles a traffic 
for furs is carried on with the natives of the North- 
west Coast; in their passages from that coast to 
China they have touched at the Sandwich Islands, 
and completed their lading with sandal wood; 
those articles and ginseng being the only ones 
which were saleable in the Canton market, with 
the manufactured goods and teasof China. T 
had proceeded to South America, and, with the 
specie obtained from their sales there, would re- 
turn again to China; and, after performing a cir- 
cuit of adventure, perhaps for five or six years, re- 
turn home with their original five, six, or ten thou- 
sand doiiars increased to two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

But more magnificent prospects, Mr. Speaker, 
open upon our view in relation to thecommerceof the 
Pacific Ocean. The practicability of a water com- 
munication which should unite the two oceans, the 
Atlantic and the Pacific, has been alluded to by the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Wricar.) To 
some, this scheme may appear visionary ; but the 
Baron Humboldt, one of the most scientific and in- 
telligent of travellers, has pointed out fiveplaces at 
which the junction of the different waters might be 
effected ; he had no doubt of its perfect practica- 
bility. In less than thirty years, this communica- 
tion will be made. If a broad and capacious 
ship-channel cannot be formed, it will certainly 
not be difficult to make a channel for boat navi- 
gation. In either case, a change will be effected 
in the affairs of the world more stupendous in its 
consequences than any which has happened since 
the discovery of America. Two great cities at 
the extremities of this canal would be the depots 
of the commerce of both hemispheres. A voyage 
from Pensacola or New Orleans to China could 
be effected in less than fifty days. Space and dis- 
tance would be conquered, and the ends of the 
earth would be brought together. There never 
was a fairer field for the enterprise of the mariner 
than that which the Pacific Ocean presents. It 
is seldom disturbed by storms; over an immense 
space a perpetual summer reigns; and it has been 
demonstrated to be susceptible of navigation for 
nearly five thousand miles in an open boat. The 
mutiny on board the British ship Bounty, must 
be well recollected, and the passage of Captain 
Bligh from the South Sea islands to Tintor. It 
would afford the safest steamboat navigation in 
the world, and the time would come when the 
fires of thousands of those conquerors of time, and 
the elements, would illuminate the long tract of 
its waters. 
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It has been said, Mr. Speaker, continued Mr. | first of the colonizing nations, and by her wise and 
Bay ies, that this isa colonizing plan, and that | sagacious policy, she gave bread and riches to her 
colonizing is not good policy for this nation. The = e, when her territory could have hardly af- 
bill under consideration does not contemplate a | forded them subsistence: she ravished the India 
colonial settlement. The territory proposed to be | trade from the Portuguese, she established her col- 
occupied, is already a part of the Gaited States. | onial system on a solid basis; “her merchants 
But suppose it is such a plan. Let us look to his- 
tory and see what have been the effects of systems 
of colonization. The colonizing States of ancient 
times were the most powerful. Carthage was 
aneof the most considerable of them, and it was | she supplied the world with money, and the coffers 
with the wealth which she derived from her col- | of her merchants materially aided the cause of 


| were princes,” and in the continental wars of the 
onies, that she was enabled to contend so long | American Independence. Holland has passed for 


last century, the Bank of Amsterdam was more 
terrible than “an army with banners.” Her wealth 
enabled her to hold the balance of European power; 


against the colossal power of Rome. a time under a foreign yoke ; but colonization cer- 
‘The great colonizing nations of modern Europe, | tainly did not produce that degradation. She be- 
have been Spain, Portugal, Holland, France, and | came too rich, and with the fear of losing, and 
England; and which of these nations has suffered | with the hope of preserving her wealth, she sub- 
im consequence of the extension of their colonies? | mitted ; she yielded her independence in the vain 
It has been said that Spain bas lost her strength, her ore that her dollars might be spared. 
— and her riches. By referring to the rance, in looking back to the numerous and 
i of that monarchy it will be found that it | powerful colonies which once acknowledged her 
was ene divided intoa number of independ- | dominion, must feel, one would think, the most 
entand petty king¢oms, possessing neither strength | poignant regret. Canada, Nova Scotia, Louisi- 
nor consistency, which were finally united by the 
marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella, in whose 
reign America was discovered. In the reign of 
their successor, the Emperor Charles V., Spain 
to colonize America. From the great ac- 
tions in which that Monarch was engaged, a ficti- 
tious grandeur was thrown over Spain. He was 
rather the Emperor of Germany, King of Bohe- 
mia, and Sovereign of the Low Countries, than 
— of Spain. Upon his abdication his suecessor 
was left with dismembered territory and diminished 
power, yet the colonies of Spain continued to 
flourish and increase, and Spain remained a prin- 
cipal Power in Europe. It is now undeniably 
true, that the weight and influence of Spain have 
been materially diminished; yet the sehinion in- 
stead of exhausting, have furnished the aliment of 
her existence, the wealth which for a long time 
she drew from America, upheld her tottering 
power, and recruited her wasting strength. The 
ulation of Spain is as great at this day as ever. 
here are as many men to fill the ranks of her ar- 
mies, as there were in the proudest day of her glory. 
But, sir, her moral energy has departed; it has 
been buried in the cells of the Inquisition; it has 
been prostrated at the feet of the Priests. Big- 
otry has sat upon the bosom of that nation like the 
nightmare, and every noble and patriotic feeling 
has been paralyzed; but, sir, her colonies have | tion commenced in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
not diminished her wealth, her population, or her | During the reign of that extraordinary female, 
power. Portugal, a kingdom scarcely exceeding | the minds of her subjects received a new and mo- 
the smallest of our States in territorial extent, | mentousimpulse. The romantic spirit of adventure 
with a population less than 2,000,000; in conse- | was abroad. Religion, ambition, enterprise, and 
quence of the wealth and strength of her magnifi- | avarice, all conspired to lead the pious, the aspir- 
cent colonies, has always maintained a high stand- | ing, the bold and the rapacious, to explore those 
ing amongst the nations of Europe. When the | vast, but distant regions, which had been opened 
storm which recently desolated that Continent | to the view of Europe, and from that time she has 
burst upon her head, the mother was protected by | been growing in wealth, in grandeur, in popula- 
the child; her fallen throne was reared, and her : tion, and in power, in a ratio which almost defies 
wandering Monarch was sheltered in America. | calculation, Thirteen of her colonies now form 
Brazil has worn the metropolitan honors of Por- | a powerful nation, glorying in their independence, 
tugal. Holland, in extent, was scarcely equal to | and defying her power; and notwithstanding all 
the State of Maryland; yet she soon became the | her exhausting wars, and all the drain of her col- 


ana, St. Domingo, the Isle of France, Pondicherry, 
&c., were the brightest jewels in the Crown of the 
Bourbons, and, in the proudest day of her revolu- 
tionary and imperial triumphs, her people sighed 
when they remembered that the days of her colo- 
nial grandeur were the days of her happiness. The 
restless ambition of her Kings lost many of these 
colonies to France; and after the restoration of 
one, which now forms one of the fairest portions 
of the American Republic, the necessities of the 
Emperor Napoleon, (perhaps the necessities of am- 
bition,) induced him to sell it to the United States 
formoney! Yet, Napoleon never uttered words of 
more wisdom, than when he said, “I want ships, 
commerce, and colonies.” The elasticity of the 
French character, is one of its finest traits. A 
Frenchman never despairs: he never loses sight of 
the smallest national adhoulege; and France is 
even now, after the exha it sh produced by a war 
of twenty-five years; amingthe burdens which 
have been imposed on her people, by the unsuc- 
cessful termination of her contest with United 
Europe, preparing such means as she has to es- 
tablish another colony in the Island of Mada- 
gascar. 

Was Great Britain more powerful, wealthy, and 
happy, before she began to colonize, than now? 
I think not. The magnificent system of coloniza- 
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onial emigration, she was never more populous, 
more wealthy, or more powerful, than she is at 
this day. I know, sir, that much has been said 
of the magnitude of her national debt, and her 
ruin has again and again been predicted. The 
debt, sir, in my opinion, is a proof of the wealth 
of the nation. It is due from the nation in the 
aggregate, to its individual subjects, and surely 
they must have been a rich people who were able 
to lend to their Government an amount of money 
so enormous. Is this nation in debt to other na- 
tions? Half the nations in Europe have been, 
and still are, indebted to her. Inspect the balance 
sheets of her merchants, and the whole trading 
world will be found to be their debtors. She has 
riches on her surface, she has riches under her sur- 
face; and cultivation has exhausted all its pow- 
ers on her soil. 

I have advanced these historical facts, Mr. 
Speaker, to show, as I think I have conclusively 
shown, that colonization does not impair the 
strength, or diminish the wealth of nations. 

I hope, sir, I shall not be considered too enthu- 
siastic on this subject; it is one which I have 
much at heart. Afflicted as 1am with a severe 
cold, it is painful for me to speak, yet I will make 
an effort to add a few words more. 

If the worst that has been predicted should 
happen; if the population beyond the Rocky 
mountains should wish for independence, and 
should be able to effect it, would it not be better 
that it should be amicably conceded? And ought 
we to regretit? Sir, I think not. Most of the} 
nations of the earth have been anxious to cerned 
mit the evidence of their greatness and renown 
to posterity. Itisa natural desire and passion ; 
for this purpose the triamphal edifices of the Ro- 
mans were reared ; for this purpose the pyramids 
of Egypt were erected ; for this purpose the world 
is filled with the monuments of at, but, with a 
nation of kindred blood, governed by laws simi- 
lar to yours, cherishing your principles, speaking | 
your language, and worshipping your God, you 
may rear a monunient more magnificent than the 
Arch of Trajan, more durable than the pyramids ; 
a living, animated, and everlasting monument of 
your glory and your greatness. I should delight 
to know that in this desolate spot, where the! 
prowling cannibal now lurks in the forest, hung | 
round with human bones, and with human scalps, 
that the temples of justice and the temples of | 
God were reared, and man made sensible of the | 
beneficent intentions of his Creator. 

Will none of the living witness scenes like | 
these? There are now living witnesses of scenes | 
more wonderful—I might say more miraculous. 

Every gentleman within these walls will recol- | 
lect the splendid sally of eloquence which was | 
elicited from Edmund Burke when describing the | 
progress of North America from a state of colo- 
nial infancy to manhood. Yet we have now 
living witnesses of scenes which even the glowing 
mind of Burke could not have imagined or con- 
ceived: Men who have seen the country of which 
they were natives rise from the rank of humble 
colonies to that of a mighty empire; who have 
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| thing less than twenty-five years. 


seen a commerce which, in their youth, crept 
along our shores in miserable boats, gleaning a 
few wretched articles from a poverty-stricken coun- 
try, spreading their sails to every breeze, and “ in- 
vading the ice of either pole :” Who have seen a 
population of scarcely six hundred thousand 
swelled into ten millions ; a population which, im 
their youth, extended scarcely an hundred miles 
from the ocean, spreading beyond the mountains 
of the West, and sweeping down those mighty 
waters which open into regions of such matchless 
fertility and beauty. 

Some now within these walls may, before they 
die, witness scenes more wonderful than these ; 
and in .aftertimes may cherish delightful recol- 
lections of this day, when America, almost shrink- 
ing from the “shadows of coming events,” first 
placed her feet upon untrodden ground, ae 
daring to anticipate the grandeur which await 
her. Let us march boldly on to the accomplish- 
ment of this important, this useful, and this splen- 
did object, and, my word for it, no one who gives 
his vote for this bill will repent. On the con= 
trary, he may consider it as one of the proudest 
acts of nis life. 

Mr. Tucker said, that he had intended to give 
a silent negative to the bill; but when he witnessed 
the singular spectacle of three long and eloquent 
speeches made in support of it,and no member rising 
against it, though there were such strong Viera 
of opposition to the measure, he thought it due to 
a frank and manly course of legislation, and re- 
spectfal to the friends of the bill, to state his ob- 
jections to it, regretting, however, that the task 

ad not devolved on some person more competent 
and better prepared than himself. Mr. T. said he 
did not object to the occupation of the mouth of 
Columbia river because he considered it visionary 
and unfeasible, for he thought it but too practicable, 
but because it was calculated to draw off our por- 
ulation and capital to a point where they wil 
less efficient and useful than at present, and where 
they must eventually be lost to these States. I 
also agree, said Mr. T., with the gentleman who 
introduced the bill, (Mr. FLoyp,) that we cannot 
arrest the progress of our population to the West. 
In vain may the Government attempt to set limits 
to its course. It marches on, with the increasin 
rapidity of a fire, and nothing will stop it until it 
reaches the shores of the Pacific. We have some 
data by which we may estimate this progress. 
Our population has been found to double in some- 
Now, if our 
settlements have advanced westwardly five hun- 
dred miles in that period, (and few would esti- 


_mate it so Jow,) then, in the next twenty-five 


years we shall have advanced one thousand miles 
and, in the twenty-five years after, two thousand 
miles; which, in a right line, would bring us in 
the Pacific Ocean. Thus, in less than half acen- 
tury, the people of these States will have spread 
themselves across this continent, and many now 
living will see the vision of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts realized, of Christian churches and 
temples of justice reared in the wilderness, now 
exclusively occupied by savages. But while I 
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consider this progress of our population to the 
West as inevitable, I have no wish to accelerate 
it, because, in the nature of things, the people on 
the east and the west side of the Rocky Mountains 
must have a permanent separation of interests. 

The whole country, said Mr. T., lying east of 
the Rocky Mountains, is bound together by the 
strongest and most indissoluble ties. It is all 
Atlantic country, and that extensive commerce 
which is so beneficial to the different parts must 
all be carried on on the Atlantic. Nor is this all. 
Those immense and fertile regions which are 
drained by the Missouri and Mississippi, have but 
one outlet for their surplus products, one channel for 
their trade, and they must owe the secure enjoy- 
ment of it to the States lying on the Atlantic, as 
they alone can furnish the seamen which a navy 
requires. We are thus held together by the strong 
bands of commerce and mutual defence. But not 
so with the population west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Their rivers, emptying themselves into the 
Pacific, their trade will naturally be with China, 
Jape. and the Philippine Islands. They will not 
only be invited to this trade by their local position, 
but by the circumstances of their situation. Com- 
merce is never so profitable as when it is carried 
on between a newly settled country in which land 
is fresh and easily obtained, and one in which a 
dense population has made manufactures cheap 
and abundant. The people on the Pacific will 
then find their best employment in exchanging 
their lumber, and bread stuffs, and provisions of 
all sorts, for the manufactures of China and Japan. 
They can have no inducement to trade with us. 
What common interest can they have with us on 
the Atlantic? The connexion would be an in- 
eonvenience and a burden to both. If we invite 
people there, we must protect them until they are 
able to protect Roane: and this protection 
would be to us expensiv®, and to them, on account 
of the distance, often tardy and inadequate. If 
the renee settlement is to be incorporated into 
the Union, it is without example for a country to 
havea pes of its territory so remote from the rest. 
From the mouth of the Mississippi to the mouth of 
the Columbia, I believe the distance to be about 
four thousand miles by any route that is now 
known. 

Mr. T. said, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
has endeavored to derive aid to the bill by insist- 
ing on the advantages of colonies. Sir, when 
the mother country has a monopoly of their trade, 


they may increase its maritime strength and its | 


commercial wealth, but in other respects they are 
uncongenial to our Republican institutions. To 


most of the whales and seals were now taken in 
the South Pacific, though, from the growing 
scarcity of whales in that ocean, they might be 
obtained in greater abundance in the Northern 
Ocean. [Mr. Bayuies said the gentleman from 
Virginia was mistaken, and made an explanation, 
Mr. T. continued: Admitting that I am mistaken 
in that fact, and that our whale and seal ships are 
in the neighborhood of the mouth of Columbia 
river, this trade requires not your protection or 
encouragement. There has been no document 
laid before the House to show that it is required, 
or even asked for. If protection were required, | 
should be as ready to vote for it as any member of 
this House; but even then I should only be for 
establishing a military post. The advocates for 
this bill say there is no port on the whole coast of 
the Pacific in which our vessels have a right to 
enter and refit. But, if I am not mistaken, our 
citizens have not only found it practicable to refit 
their ships on the Columbia river, but they have 
even built vessels there. At all events, those who 
are concerned in the trade have not complained of 
this inconvenience, and, until they do, [ am not 
for inviting a settlement which, betore very long, 
must, in the nature of things, be lost to this na- 
tion. Mr. T. said such were his honest views of 
the bill, and he felt himself bound to disclose them, 
professing himself ready to abandon them if they 
should be shown to be erroneous. 

Mr. Foyp rose, and, in order to accommodate 
the wishes of some gentlemen, who desired time 
to consider this subject, and also because a resolu- 
tion had been this day laid on the table calling for 
further information on the subject, moved that the 
further consideration of this bill be postponed to 
the second Monday in January. 

This motion was agreed to, and the House ad- 
journed. 





Tuurspay, December 19. 


On motion of Mr. Mercer, the report of the 
| Committee of Claims, made at the last session, 
on the petition of Andrew Bartle, together with 
the said petition, was recommitted to the Com- 


_| mittee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. Coipen, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of continuing to the widow and child 
of the late Captain James Lawrence, of the United 
ow Navy, the pensions heretofore allowed to 
them. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the Committee of the 
whole House to which is committed the bill con- 


preserve their independence, it would be necessary | firming certain claims to land in the State of Illi- 

to give large discretionary powers to those who | nois, were discharged from the further considera- 

govern them, and I have no wish to see introduced | tion thereof, and it was recommitted to the Com- 

among us those distant pretorships whose effects | mittee on the Public Lands. 

were so pernicious in the Roman Empire. | On motion of Mr. Jennines, the Committee on 
Mr. T. said he was aware of the great advan- | the Post Office and Post Roads were instructed to 

tages of the whale fisheries and the fur trade; he | inquire into the expediency of so amending the 





beiieved that no employment of our ships or sea- 
men was so gainful as these. But he thought 
that the communications read by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bayigs,) showing that 


act, entitled “An act for the relief of John D. 
Hay,” approved April 18, 1814, as to exonerate 
the said Hay from any demands which the United 
States had against him as a deputy postmaster, 
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prior to the passage of the aforesaid act; as like- | eighty-two years of age, and miserably poor. The 


wise any costs that may have accrued. 

The Sreaker laid before the House a report of 
the Secretary of War, on the petition of George 
W. Titus, which was read and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to repeal part 
of an act passed by the State of Maryland in the 
year 1794, and now in force in Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia, entitled “An act for an 
addition to Georgetown, in Montgomery county,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 


Among the petitions this day presented, was one 
by Mr. Stewart, from sundry inhabitants of the 
State of Pennsylvania, praying for the aid and 
patronage of Congress in a plan for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the river Potomac, from 
tide-water to Cumberland, in the State of Mary- 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 


Mr. TrtMBLE submitted for consideration .the 
following resolution : : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House what appropriations 
will be required to enable him to fortify ‘Thompson’s 
Island, usually called Key West ; and whether a naval 
depot established at that island, protected by fortifica- 
tions, will not afford facilities in defending the com- 
merce of the States, and in clearing the Gulf of Mexico 
and the adjacent seas of pirates. 


This resolution lies on the table one day, ac- 
cording to the rules. 


On motion of Mr. Cannon, the bill to provide 
for disciplining the militia of the United States, 
now lying on the table, was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the books containing the decisions of the com- 
missioners on the claims to land, derived from 
French and Spanish titles in the late Territory of 
Missouri and the Territory of Arkansas, called for 
on the motion of Mr. Scorr; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. Breckenrivce, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to whom was referred the 
bill to authorize the holding a district court at 
Louisville, in the State of Kentucky, was dis- 
charged therefrom, and it was recommitted to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

The bill for the relief of William Sayles was 
then passed through a Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be read a third time to-day, and 
was subsequently read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the Senate. 

[The case of William Sayles is this: He be- 
came security, in the year 1807, for the Postmas- 
ter at Peterboro, in the State of New York. In 
1815, the Postmaster removed from that part of 
the country. In 1821, William Sayles was sued 
for the money due by his principal to the Govern- 
ment, and judgment was recovered against him 
for upwards of $300, upon which he is now con- 
fined in the limits of the county prison. Sayles is 


bill proposes to discharge him from confinement 
on his delivering up all the property he has or 
may hereafter acquire. ] 


The House then proceeded to the roll of the 
Orders of the day. The first subject was the bill 
“to abolish imprisonment for debt;” which was 
recommitted to a select committee; and Messrs. 
Smirx of Kentucky, Netson of Virginia, and 
CuThBERT, were appointed the said committee. 


The bill for making a road from the Miami of 
Lake Erie to the Connecticut Reserve, was for 
some time in Committee of the Whole, but was 
deferred to another day until the report accom- 
panying the bill could be printed. 

The bili securing to mechanics and others, in 
the District of Columbia, payment for materials 
and labor emnloved in building, passed through a 
Committee of the Whole, and was amended, on 
the motion of Mr. Larurop, so as to require the 
contract, constituting the lien on the property, to 
be in writing, and recorded in the Clerk’s office 
of the Circuit Court, before the completion of the 
building. Thus amended, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time on Monday 
next, by a vote of 65 to 40. 


Several bills were passed over without any one 
calling them up; among which were the bills to 
make perpetual the act to regulate the collection 
of duties, of 3d March, 1815; the bill to regulate 
the entry of merchandise from adjacent territories: 
the bill to provide for the survey and disposal of 
the public lands in the Territory of Florida; the 
bill to enable the people of the District of Colum- 
bia to form a frame of government, &c. 


The bill to provide for instructing and discip- 
lining the Midshipmen of the Navy, being next in 
turn, was, on motion of Mr. Futter, recommitted 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


The resolution moved yesterday calling upon 
the President for the laws, &c., passed in the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Florida, was also taken 
up, and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Reip, of Georgia, the report 
of a committee of the last session, adverse to the 
long standing claim of the Georgia militia, for 
services rendered in 1792, ’3 and *4, and the re- 
port adverse to the petition of General Thomas 
Glasscock, were taken up, and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


Mr. LirtLe, in moving the following resolu- 
tion, said that it was represented to him that the 
relief intended to be afforded to sick and disabled 
seamen, by the laws of the United States, was 
not now afforded in all cases. Whether this was 
owing to a defect in the law, or to a deficiency of 
funds, he knew not. Certain it was, the fact was 
so; and, deeming it a proper subject for inquiry, 
he moved the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws as will more effectually afford relief to 
sick and disabled seamen. 


The resolution was agreed to. 





: 

| 
H 
Pe 
ie 
if 
t 
H, 


NRT eRe ee 
popemeeS See 


ert ease 


Rig, se Sin ia aah ee, ee 1 ae races oe 
ewe. Find 5 ; sak nee tee 
“Sea pie: awn pere = =~ saleted ertemcaonie oe Z 





a ese ee ak panei. i 


427 
iH. or R. 
MEDALS. 


Mr. Avexanver Smyrtn, from the Joint Library 
“Committee, to whom was referred the letter of 
‘George W. Erving, Esq., accompanying a collec- 
tion of medals, reported that they have had the 


‘same under consideration, and recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Speaker be directed to express 
to George W. Erving, Esq., the thanks of this House 
for the liberal donation of French and American 
«medals made by him to Congress, for the use of the 
National Library. 

The report being read, the question was taken 
%to concur in the resolution therein submitted, and 
passed in the affirmative unanimously. 

The following letter and catalogue accompanied 
the report: 

Boston, July 4, 1822. 

Sra: The letter which I had the honor to address 
to you on the 4th July, 1819, and which Mr. Lowndes 
was so obliging as to take charge of and deliver, was 
intended to have been accompanied by the collection 
of medals therein referred to, but this was unfortu- 
nately lost on board the ship ‘‘ Factor,” bound to New 
York; of which accident it appears that the House 
was duly informed by its committee. As soon as I 
heard of it, I endeavored to procure a duplicate of the 
collection, and succeeded, a few days before I left 
Paris, in April last. This, together with the medals 
which have been struck at Paris to commemorate some 

incipal events of, and men distinguished in, our 

lution, 1 take the liberty, through you, sir, of 
herewith sending and offering to Congress for the use 
of the National Library. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, &c. 

GEORGE W. ERVING. 

To the Hon. the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives. 


P. 8. A printed catalogue of the French medals is | 


enclosed in the case which contains them. The 
American medals are but five, proper, viz: One of 
General Washington at the Siege of Boston; one of 
Doctor Franklin ; one of Paul Jones ; two of the battle 
of the Cowpens. ‘To these I have thought it well to 
add Columbus and Kosciusko, taken from the collec- 
tion of illustrious men deceased, now publishing in the 
French Mint. G. W. E. 


MONNAIE DES MEDAILLES. 


Collection des Médailles en bronze, des campagnes et 
du régne de 1 Empereur Napoléon. 


DESIGNATION DES MEDAILLES. 


1796 Bataille de Montenotte.* 
Bataille de Millésimo. 

Bataille de Castiglione. 

1797 Reddition de Mantoue. 
Capitulation de Mantoue.* 
Passage du T'agliamento. 
Traité de Campo-Formio. 

1798 Conquéte de la Basse-Egypte.* 
Conquéte de la Haute-Egypte* 
L’ Egypte Conquise.* 

1799 Retour a Fréjus.* 

1800 Passage du Grand Saint-Bernard.* 
Bataille de Marengo. 

Mort du Général Desaix. 
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1802 


1803 


1804 


1805 
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Colonne Départementale. 

Colonne nationale. 

Le Quai Desaix. 

Honneurs rendus a Turenne. 

Attentat du trois Nivose. 

Paix de Lunéville. 

Autre sur le méme sujet. 

Paix d’ Amiens. 

Autre sur le méme sujet. 

Rétablissement du Culte. 

Organisation de I’Instruction publique.* 

Négociations avec |’ Angleterre.* 

Conquéte du Hanovre.* 

La Vénus de Médicis.* 

Les Ecoles de Pharmacie.* 

La Fortune Conservatrice.* 

Le Musée Napoléon, § Salle de |’Apolion.* 
(2 medals.) ; Salle du Laocoon.* 

La Légion d’Honneur.* 

L’Ecole des Mines du Mont-Blanc.* 

Le Camp de Boulogne.* 

Construction des deux mille Barques.* 

Le Code Napoléon.* 

Le Couronnement a Paris.* (4 medals.) 

Le Sacre.* 

Repas donne par la ville de Paris. 

Fétes du Couronnement. 

Distribution des Aigles.* 

La Monnaie des Médailles rétablie.* 

Société Centrale de Vaccine.* 

Visite du Pape Pie VII.* 

Couronnement a Milan.* 

Le Tombeau de Desaix.* 

Autre, avec inscription.* 

La Ligurie réunie a la France.* 

Les Ecoles de Médecine.* 


Premiére Campagne d’ Autriche. 


1805 Levée du Camp de Boulogne.* 


1806 


1806 


1807 


Allocution sur le Pont du Lech.* 

Capitulation d’Ulm et de Memmingen.* 

Prise de Vienne et de Presbourg.* 

Reprise des Drapeaux 4 Inspruck.* 

Bataille d’ Austerlitz.* 

Les trois Empereurs.* 

Entrevue des deux Empereurs.* 

Députation des Maires de Paris et Schoen- 
briinn. 

Paix de Presbourg.* 

Cathédrale de Vienne.* 

Conquéte de Venise.* 

Conquéte de I'Istrie.* 

Conquéte de la Dalmatie.* 

Conquéte de Naples.* 

Souverainetés données.* 

Mariage du Prince de Bade.* 

Colonne de la Grande Armée.* 

L’Are de Triomphe.* 


Campagnes de Prusse et de Pologne. 


Confédération du Rhin.* 

Bataille d’Iéna.* 

Autre sur le méme sujet. 

Entrée a Berlin.* 

Capitulation des quatre Forteresses de la 
Prusse.* 

Alliance avec la Saxe.* 

Occupation de Hambourg.* 

Les Aigles Frangaises sur la Vistule.* 
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1807 Bataille d’Eylau.* 
Séjour 4 Ostérode.* 
Bataille de Friedland.* 
La Victoire bs 14 re os 6 
Occupation des trois Capitales. 
Conquéte de la Silésie.* 
Paix de Tilsit.* 
Le grand Duché de Varsovie.* 
Le Royaume de Westphalie.* 
Mariage du Roi de Westphalie.* 
Réunion de |’Etrurie a |’Empire.* 
Le Simplon.* 
Route de Nice 4 Rome.* 
L’Aigle couronnée.* 


Campagne d’ Espagne. 
1808 L’Entrée a Madrid. 


Seconde Campagne d’ Autriche. 


1809 Rupture du Traité de Presbourg, et Batailles 

d’Abensberg et d’Eckmihl.* 

Départ de Paris, et entrée 4 Vienne.* 

Bataille d’Essling, et passage du Danube.* 

Prise de Raab.* 

Attaque d’Anvers, et Séjour a Schoenbriinn.* 

Réunion de |’Etat Romain a |’Empire.* 

Rome seconde Capitale.* 

Conquéte de I’Illyrie.* 

Bataille de Wagram.* 

Paix de Vienne.* 

Visite du Roi de Saxe 4 la Monnaie des Mé- 
dailles.* 


Visite du Roi et de la Reine de Baviere a la 
Monnaie des Médailles.* 

Mariage de |’"Empereur.* (4 medals.) 

L’Amour emportant le Foudre.* 

Visite du Grand Duc de Wurtzbourg 4 la 
Monnaie des Médailles.* 

Statue de Desaix.* 

Le Canal de !’Ourcgq.* 

Orphelines de la Légion d’ Honneur.* 

Pompe Funébre du Duc de Montebello. 

Naissance du Roi de Rome.* 

Baptéme du Roi de Rome. 

Le Roi de Rome.* (3 medals.) 


1810 


1811 


Campagne de Russie. 


Prise de Wilna.* 

Bataille de la Moskowa.* 

Entrée a Moscou.* 

Les Aigles Francaises sur le Borysthéne.* 
Les Aigles Francaises sur le Wolga.* 
Retraite de |’ Armée.* 

Fondation de |’Ecole des Beaux Arts 4 Rome. 
Bataille de Lutzen.* 

Bataille de Wurtchen.* 

Le Monument du Mont Cenis.* 

Février, 1814.* 

Retour de |’Empereur.* 

L’Impératrice Marie Louise.* 

La Princesse Elisa.* 

La Princesse Pauline.* 

La Reine de Naples.* 

La Reine Hortense* 


1812 


1813 


1814 
1815 


Nore.—Those marked thus (*) were ordered by the 
Government, and designed and executed under the 
direction of M. Denon. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The House a taken up the resolution yes- 
terday moved by Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, 
requesting the Secretary of State to communicate 
certain information respecting the territory at the 
mouth of Columbia river— 

Mr. Co.pen suggested that the letter of Mr. 
Prevost had been already published. 

Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, said he was aware 
the letter was published. The information in that 
letter was not a material part of the resolution. 
It might be dispensed with, though it was desir- 
able to lay all the information on the subject be- 
fore the House together. He said, the British 
Northwest Company had extended their trade 
through Canada, to the westward of the Rocky 
Mountains, so that it had been necessary to supply 
their factories by the Pacific. The goods had 
been usually sent to Boston,'and then shipped to 
| the mouth of Columbia, and thence to their fac- 
tories. It was generally understood that, about 
the year 1814, the proprietors (our citizens) made 
| an arrangement with the Northwest Company, by 
| which they became possessed of the establishment, 
| and through that channel their factories are now 
supplied. He wished to know the nature and 
character of this arrangement; what sort of pos- 
session they had obtained; and what measure 
Was necessary to assert our claim to the country. 

Mr. Foyp said, he was glad to find the gen- 
tleman favorably disposed towards the bill for es- 
tablishing a government at the mouta of the Co- 
lumbia. He objected, however, to the phraseology 
of the resolution. The Departments of the Gov- 
ernment, as they are called, exist merely as the 
creatures of a law of Congress, and the language 
of Congress to them had always been that of com- 
mand or instruction, not of request. As the rea- 
diest way of amending this resolution, Mr. F. 
moved so to alter it as to address the inquiry to the 
President of the United States, instead of the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. JounsTON assented to this amendment. He 
had not made up his mind, he said, what measures 
were necessary to be adopted with regard to the 
country in question. When the information was 
before the House he should be disposed to do what- 
ever was necessary to maintain our rights in that 
quarter, to prevent any intrusion on our limits, 
| especially to secure the duties on goods imported 
| through that channel, and to prevent any right 
| being acquired there by our acquiescence, &c. 

Mr. FLoyp adverted to the information on the 
subject given in the report of the committee which 
accompanied the bill at the last session. That 
information, he said, had been collected from the 

| best sources; from the Executive, from books in 

| the public library, and from two highly respect- 
able and intelligent gentlemen, (Messrs. Crooks 
and Farnum,) to whom he ought, before now, to 
have aeknowledged his obligations, &c. 

| The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 


INDIAN TRADING ESTABLISHMENT. 


| The House then took up the resolution yester- 
‘day laid on the table, calling on the President of 
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the United States for information what steps had 
been taken by the Executive to carry into effect 
the act of the last session, to abolish the Indian 
Trading Establishment. : 

Mr. Matuary suggested that the President, in 
his Message to the two Houses of Congress, stated 
that measures had been taken to carry that act 
into execution ; and that, when the information 
should be received of the manner of its execution, 
he would transmit it to Congress. Mr. M. doubt- 
ed, under these circumstances, the propriety of 
passing the resolution. 

On motion, the resolution was laid on the table; 
pe eemmnoeny, : 

n motion of Mr. Mercatrs, the resolution 
Was again taken up, and, on his representation 
that its passage would facilitate the discharge of 
the duties of the Committee on Indian Affairs, by 
procuring for it such information as may be at 
this time received, without waiting until the whole 
should be received, the resolution was passed. 


ADDITIONAL JUDGE OF MICHIGAN. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Stsey, re- | 


solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the bill to provide for an additional judge in the 
Territory of Michigan. 

On the details of the bill, (the general necessity 
for which was fully explained by Mr. S1etey,) 
que debate arose between Mr. Sistey and Mr. 

OOK. 


Mr. Coox moved to strike out a proviso in the 
bill, which is in the following words: 

“That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to give cognizance to the court hereby estab- 
lished, of cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, 
in of cases wherein the United States shall be plain- 
* , 


The motion to strike out this proviso was de- 
cided in the negative. 

After some small amendments, the Committee 
rose, and reported the bill to the House; and the 
question being on ordering the bill to a third 
reading— 

Mr. Rankin stated his objections to the bill, 
which were, first, that the other judges of the 
Territory, now three in number, ought to be com- 
pelled to discharge the duties proposed now to be 
conferred on this fourth judge; and that the pow- 
ers of this judge were to be different from those of 
the other judges of the Territory. 

Mr. McCoy was not satisfied that this. bill 
ought to pass. If it passed at all, he was of opin- 
ion, with Mr. Cook, that officers should be ap- 
pointed to constitute a complete court. For the 
present he moved that the bill do lie on the table. 

This motion he withdrew, to allow of a motion 
for recommitment of the bill to be made. 

On this motion a debate took place, in which 
the recommitment was advocated by Mr. Lirt.e; 
and opposed by Messrs. Sistey, WiLviams of 
North Carolina, Cotpen, PLumen of New Hamp- 
shire, and J. S. Jounsron. 

The recommitment was supported on the ground 
of a necessity for further inquiry, and also on 


the objection to unnecessarily multiplying public 
offices. 

The recommitment was opposed, on the ground 
that the case in contemplation of the bill was one 
which imperiously required a remedy—the peo- 
ple of the country now suffering from the want of 
a court, had at present to travel some one thousand 
miles, some six hundred, some four hundred, &c., 
to Detroit, where the supreme court now holds its 
sessions, which was such a denial as to amount to 
a refusal of justice, &c. 

The bill was not recommitted, but was finally 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. McLane, the bills concerning 
the collection of the revenue, &c., passed over this 
morning, were reinstated in their place in the or- 
ders of the day. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on that subject. 

No debate or objection being made to the bill to 
make perpetual the act of 3d March, 1815, for 
regulating the collection of the duties on imports, 
it was reported to the House, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow ; and 
the House adjourned. 





Fripay, December 20. 


Mr. Jonnston, of Louisiana, presented a me- 
morial of the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, praying for a grant of two small tracts 
of land belonging to the United States, to be ap- 
plied to useful and important public purposes ; 
which memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, to which was recommitted the bill 
to authorize the establishment of a Penitentiary 
within the District of Columbia, reported an 
amendatory bill, which was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Wituiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made a report on the pe- 
tition of James Smith, paymaster, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief; which bill was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CampBELL, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, made a report on the 
pm of Woodson Wren, accompanied by a 

ill for his relief; which bill was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. NE.son, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to which the subject had been 
committed, reported a bill concerning the appor- 
tionment of Representatives in the State of Ala- 
bama ; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on the Judiciary were discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the petition of 
John Hogg, and it was referred to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

The Committee on Military Affairs were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of John Dodge, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Militia. 
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Mr. Futver summitted the ree resolution, 
aid on the! had submitted it in confidence of the attention of 


which was read, and ordered to be 
table one day. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy Depart- 


ment be directed to inform this House what rules and 


In offering this resolution, Mr. WrieuT said he 


the House to the subject, it being one of the first 
importance, the protection of the liberties of the 
people, and from his own experience in the use of 


regulations have been prepared by the Board of Com- | fire arms, having taken a hand in two wars, he 
pe a and approved by the President, for the | hoped for the attention of the House to his remarks. 


how far a revision of the same may be necessary. 


On motion of Mr. Futver, the Commissioners 
of Navy Hospitals were directed to report to this 
House the amount of the sums received by them 
by virtue of the act of the 26th of February, 
1811; the balance remaining in their hands, and | 
what measures have been taken by them to effect | 
the objects pointed out in the third section of said | 
act. 

On motion of Mr. McCarty, the Committee | 
on Military Affairs were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of continuing to the widow of the 
late Colonel Electus Backus, who fell at Sackett’s 
Harbor, during the late war, the half pay pension 
heretofore allowed to her. 

A motion was made by Mr. Cannon, that the 
House do now proceed to consider the resolutions 
submitted by him on the 10th instant, and laid on 
the table, upon the subject of the militia; which 
motion to consider was disagreed to by the House 
by a vote of 59 to 56. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, viz: An act concerning the lands to be 
granted to the State of Missouri, for the purposes 
of education, and other public uses; an act for 
the relief of Jacob Babbit; and an act for the re- 
lief of Samuel H. Walley, and Henry G. Foster; 
in which bills they ask the concurrence of this 
House. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, to 
wit: 

1. An act concerning the lands to be granted 
to the State of Missouri, for the purposes of edu- 
cation, and other public uses ; 

2. An act for the relief of Jacob Babbit; and 

3. An act for the relief of Samuel H. Walley 
aud Henry G. Foster, were, severally, read the 
first and second time, and referred: the first, to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and the sec- 
ond and third, to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The engrossed bill to provide for the appoint- 
ment of an additional judge for the Territory of 
Michigan, was read a third time, and, on metion 
of Mr. Netson, of Virginia, it was ordered, for 
the present, to lie on the table. 

The engrossed bill to make perpetual the act of 
March 5, 1815, to regulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage, was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


ARMING MILITIA WITH RIFLES. 
Mr. Wricurt submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of arming the 
militia with rifles, except those residing in cities, towns, 
and villages, and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 


- government of the Navy of the United States; and | The militia in the country, said Mr. W., in their 


dispersed situation, can never be taught the use of 
the musket, and mancuvres necessary to fit them 
to contend with a regular foreign army. The 
labor they undergo in their periodical meetings, 
their marchings and counter-marches ; their lug- 
ging their rusty muskets five or six miles, or, per- 
adventure, the using sticks for firelocks, is truly 
painful to a spectator skilled in arms, I know 
vastly distressing to the country militia. They, 
sir, have such disgust to this business, and such 
antipathy to the duties of militiamen, have so little 
confidence in their fitness to contend with a regu- 
lar army, that they consider themselves as sacri- 
fices, to the liberties of their country, when thus 
compelled to fight. But, sir, arm the count 

militia with rifles, and possess each of them wit 

a rifle, compel them to meet as often as may be 
thought, necessary, and distribute the fines and 
forfeitures into premiums for sharp shooting—tak- 
ing care to have the fourth day of July, perpetual, 
one of those days; and, sir, you will relieve the 
militia from an intolerable burden, give them a 


‘perfect confidence in their strength and power, 


and make them, as I have always thought they 
were, the real bulwark of the liberties of their 
country. They fight for themselves, and not like 
mercenaries for pay ; they in a little time, a hun- 
dred or two hundred yards, would be sure of their 
object; and riflemen need not be’told of the vast 
certainty to which the use of the rifle may be 
brought. The havoc made at New Orleans, near 
the close of the last war, leaves no doubt on this 
subject. I have been told of a case, of two rifle- 
men there, who shot at the same officer, and each 
claimed him—one said that he shot to hit him 
under the left eye; the other that he shot at his 
head ; he was found to have been shot just under 
the left eye, and also in the head; so that he 
would have been killed by either. The immense 
carnage at New Orleans seals the truth of all I 
have said. I have been told, further, that, after 
the battle, a bet of a supper was made between 
the officers of two rifle corps from Georgia and 
Tennessee, of six shots aside, an hundred yards; 
that they shot at a paper on the mouth of a musket, 
that the Tennesseeans shot their six balls into the 
musket, on which the Georgians gave up the bet. 
When the British took possession of Kent Island 
there were said to be three rifles in the hands of 
the militia of the Island, and though concealed to 
avoid their getting them, kept them in a constant 
state of caution, for fear of being taken off, and 
which they were anxious to buy. Besides, the 
economy in the supply of rifles is of great conse- 
quence ; the rifle barrels can be kept good fora 
long time; can be rebored, and by constant use 
of oil in their patches, are not liable to rust—when 
muskets, with the greatest care, are liable to rust, 
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and may be bent, and thereby destroyed. Sir, 1| have been surveyed in preference to the other 
pave 9 doubt if our militia shall be thus armed | points. If the House wt for the report of the 
and thus prepared, and their feats of sharp shoot-| surveyors, as suggested, they would not be able to 
ing published to the world, that all the Powers of | act upon the subject the present session, and of 
Europe would not be able to press their officers to | course nothing could be done towards this work 
land on our coasts; but, sir, if they shall, notwith- | during the ensuing Summer. Let any one look at 
standing, have the hardihood, I have no doubt they | that point, in its relation to Florida and to Cuba, 
will pay for their temerity. I ask that the resolu- | and he would be satisfied that the United States 
tion may lie on the table, that the subject thus | ought to expend two millions of dollars, at least, 
broke, may be acted on at an early day, under- | if necessary,'in fortitying it, not to guard against 
standingly, and the liberties of this country be thus pirates, but for the more important purpose of de- 
ved till the last trump. | fending the commerce of the United States against 
Without further debate the motion of Mr. the island of Cuba, if that island should ever fall 
Wriaeurt, was ordered to lie on the table. | sd the ents. of Pedy al amp a the United 
b 2 | States. Mr. T. said he had carried his reconnoi- 
FORTIFYING KEY WES’. | sances, on the map, so far as to satisfy him of the 
The resolution yesterday moved by Mr. Trim- | importance of this station. He wanted the infor- 
BLE, requesting from the President of the United | mation upon the subject now, and he hoped the 
States information and estimates of the expense | House would sustain the call, in order, that, after 
of fortifying Thompson’s Island, commonly called | it shall be received, an appropriation for this ob- 
Key West, on the coast of Florida, was then | ject may be inserted in the General Appropriation 
taken up; and the question being stated on agree- | bill—he himself being prepared to vote for such 
ing thereto— | an appropriation, unless there should be a report 
Mr. Eustis submitted whether it would not be | against the expediency of it. The House would 
expedient to let this resolution lie on the table for | recollect, he said, that this body must rise on the 
the present. It was well understood, he said, that | 3d of March, and it was necessary, in his opinion, 
a survey of the coast of Florida, &c., had been | that this subject should be previously acted upon. 
ordered, and was now in a train of execution. | Besides, the report, if we wait for it, will not, 
That being the case, it not being possible that the | when it comes, bring with it the estimates and 
President could yet give the information required, | other information asked for by the resolution. 
he thought the adoption of the resolution would Mr. Fioyp said he was very well convinced, 
at this time be premature. | from his reflections on the subject, that the forti- 
Mr. TrimB_e said he had supposed it would | fication of the island, of which the gentleman had 
have been entirely unnecessary for him to make | spoken, ought not to take place. The island in 
any explanation of the object of this resolution, | question is distant at least thirty miles from the 
and that any such explanation, upon a motion for | main land of Florida. Now, said he, if we are 
inquiry, would~be a mere consumption of time. | to have naval depots, let us have them on land— 
He was decidedly of opinion that this inquiry | on portions of our territory that can be approached 
ought not to be postponed. We ought, said he, | aiihen recourse to the ocean. To maintain a 
to act upon this subject at the present session. | depot or fortified station on this or any island, 
His own opinion was, that the President ought would require that we should also have command 
in his message to have recommended this sub-| of the sea. If not, our eneyay could easily find 
ject to the attention of Congress; the surveys | his way between the continent and the island, and 
not having been made, however, was certainly a | intercept al! communication between them. All 
sufficient reason why the recommendation was | the armies of the United States, brought into 
not introduced into the message. Mr. T. said | Florida, would avail nothing to defend an insular 
that he should himself have brought forward this | station against a naval force. For this reason, he 
subject at the last session of Congress, but for the | was entirely opposed to this project of establishing 
very circumstance that he had expected that the | a naval depot on that ee 
Board of Topographical Engineers and Naval} Mr. Trimste said he did not pretend to be par- 
Officers would oo been sent during the last} ticularly conversant with matters of this descrip- 
Summer, to survey that position. The frequency | tion, nor was he sure that finally he should vote 
of piracies in those seas, the necessity of putting | to establish a naval depot at Key West, or to for- 
them down, and the importance of holding this | tify that island. It was information that he now 
position for naval purposes, and for a more impor- | asked for, and not a disbursement of money. His 
tant purpose, concurred in his mind to recommend | present impression was, that the establishment of 
this object to the consideration of the Government. | a naval depot on that island would not increase 
But what does this Board of Surveyors say?| but would diminish one half the expense of the 
That they have examined the Rigolets, and the | fortification of that quarter of our country. The 
localities of Mobile bay, and carried their recon- | island is distant more than thirty miles—it is dis- 
noisances as far as Dauphin Island, and that their | tant seventy miles from the main land. From 
former opinion on that subject was fully con-| Cape Florida to West Key is seventy miles; from 
firmed. And why, Mr. T. asked, did they not| West Key to Havana is seventy-five miles; and 
carry their reconnoissances further South? He | the island lies about thirty-five miles west of a di- 
did not mean to cast blame on them, however, but | rect line drawn from Cape Florida to Havana. 
to express his opinion that Key West ought to | It commands the commerce of the Gulf Stream 


Fortifying Key West. 
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better than Havana itself. Its harbor is suffi- 
ciently capacious for the whole Navy of the Uni- 


ted States to lie in, supposing it to consist of fif 
teen ships of the line, and a due proportion o 
yessels of a smaller class. He beg 


of fortifications, would diminish that expenditure. 
It was the only s 


fence of the Gulf of Mexico. As to Dauphin 


Island, Mr. T. said now, as he had occasion to | 


say before, that it would not answer the purpose 
for which it was undertaken. Nay, if he were 
living in New Orleans, he would give an invading 


enemy food and raiment to induce him to land on | 
Dauphin Island for the purpose of attacking New | 


Orleans. 


Mr. F.oyp said he could not conceive how the | 
fortifying of Key West was to diminish the ex- 


pense of fortifications, generally. If he had un- 
derstood the gentleman, he had supposed it an ob- 
ject worthy of an expenditure of two millions 
upon it. Now, Mr. F. said, he could not con- 


ceive how fortifying an island, fifty miles from | 
the main land, could diminish expense, when he | 
maintained without a fountain head, such as the 


himself had witnessed, during the late war, a Brit- 
ish seventy-four, a frigate, and two or three ten- 
ders, osking up the whole of Chesapeake bay. 
Imagine this island fortified and stocked with 


naval stores, &c., and the whole Army of the | 
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ed the gentle- | 
man to understand that the fortification of that | 
island, instead of increasing the general expense | 
same benevolent objects in view? He should be 
t worth fortifying for the de-— 


that in those cases the power was implie 
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they not be competent to incorporate other asso- 
ciations for the same or any other purpose. This 


corporation, said Mr. C., is to extend throughout 
| the United States, and to have force through every 


State. Why not, on the same principle, ineor- 
porate an association of farmers, of merchants, or 
of any other class who shall tell us they have the 


told, in all probability that this power of incor- 
poration had been heretofore in some cases exer- 
cised by Congress. No doubt it had; but, Mr. C. 
asked, upon what principle? On the yom 

ly given 
to Congress. There is no express power of in- 
corporation given to Congress by the Constitu- 
tion; and whenever acts of that description had 
been passed, it was upon the ground that the 
Constitution by necessary implication affords the 
power. He had never heard the incorporation of 
the Bank of the United States by Congress advo- 
cated on any other principle than that the power 


Was an implied one, the exercise of which was 


necessary to the due management of the fiseal 
concerns of the Government, to the establishment 
of a currency of equal value, which could not be 


bank, from which the currency might issue, &e. 
Could any such argument be produced in favor of 
incorporating this association? He apprehended 
not. What he had advanced, Mr. C. said, was 


United States marched to the shore of Florida | probably sufficient to show the foundation of his 
opposite to the island; and let an enemy’s supe- objection to this bill, which appeared so impor- 
rior naval force occupy the intermediate space, | tant to him at least as to induce further examina- 
what would become of our fortifications and naval | tion before the House determined to sanction the 
stores on Key West? All intercourse would be | principles of the bill. He asked gentlemen to 
eut off with it, and the place must eventually fall | draw the line at which Congress were to stop in 
into the hands of the enemy. He had heard fault | the exercise of the power of incorporation, if they 
found with General Wasnineron by military | passed this bill. To give further time for inquir- 
men for establishing a post on Long Island during | ing into this subject, Mr. C. wished the bill to lie 
the Revolutionary war. At any rate, to fortify | on the table. 
an island fifty miles from land, when our enemy | Mr. Fvuuer said that, when this bill was first 
might have a naval;force superior to ours, seemed | reported, the same grounds of objection had been 
to him not to be Accordant with military prin- | taken to it as were now taken by the gentleman 
ciples. | from New York; and, to obviate that objection, 
The question was then taken on agreeing to | an amendment had been adopted to the bill, SO as 
Mr. Trimste’s resolution; and, on a divisicn, | to limit the power of the Corporation to the Dis- 
seventy-nine rose in faver of it, being a majority | trict.of Columbia. He presumed, therefore, when 
of the members present. So the resolution was | the bill was properly understood, it would be found 
agreed to. | that ine sgemnans - the gentleman ~~ not apply 
b . | to it. ere had been a variety of acts s 
NAVAL FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION, | Mr. F. said, within the last i ears, siniedhr 
The House then, on motion of Mr. Fuuwer, | of the nature of the present act. Mr. F. referred 
took up the bill, lying on the table from the last the gentleman from New York, and other gentle- 
session, for incorporating the United States Na- men who might entertain the same views, to the 
val Fraternal Association for the relief of the | act incorporating the Columbian College; the act 
families of deceased officers; and the question | incorporating the Association of Clerks, for an 
being on ordering the bill to a third reading— _| object perfectly analogous to that of this bill; to 
Mr. Coxpen, professing the most perfect respect | the acts establishing banks within the District, 
and best wishes for the object of this bill, expressed | which, he presumed, would not be considered as 
his apprehension that the beneficial objects of the | meriting so much the favor of the House, as this 
institution would induce the House, in passing the | bill. He should not object to any postponement 
bill, to transcend any power given to it by the|of the bill which gentlemen might ask, but he 
Constitution of the United States. He asked, if suggested these examples for the consideration of 
Congress was competent to incorporate an asso-| gentlemen when the bill should again come before 
ciation of this description, how benevolent or ex- | the House. 
cellent soever its purposes? If so, why would| Mr. Coxpen stated, further, the doubts which 
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had arisen in his mind respecting this bill, though | entrance of the harbor of Baltimore, to prevent 


Se Sennen ee 


oe 


he confessed he was not aware, when up before, | the entrance of the British shipping into that har- 
of the amendment which had been made to the.| bor, in the month of September, 1814. 


bill since it was reported. The objections to it 
were now said to be without foundation, because 
of its being a local incorporation, the authority for 
which was given by the Constitution, for this bill 
as well as for others of a similar nature. Mr. C. 
said he had no doubt of the authority of Congress 
to establish Corporations under the local and spe- 
cial powers given to Congress, not as legislators 





| 





Mr. Lirrce presented a petition of William 
Mahy, representing that he was a soldier in the 
army of the Revolution, as, also, in the army act- 
ing against the hostile Indians, in the years 1793 
and 1794; as a petty officer in the naval service, 
during the war with Tripoli, and, also, in the late 
war with Great Britain; that he has been the 
father of twenty sons, sixteen of whom have died 


for the Union, but as legislators for this particular | in the military ranks of the United States; and 


District. But what constitutes, in this case, the 
locality of a corporation? It must be, either the 


ene for a grant of the bounty in land due for 
is services in the Revojutionary war, and that 


object of the corporation, or the persons connected | he may be placed on the pension list of the United 


with it. If, said Mr. C., we cannot legislate on a 
matter which does not attach itself to this District 
over which we have exclusive legislation, where, 


States.—Referred to the Secretary of War. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution laid on the table by Mr. Futter, 


I ask, is the locality connected with this institu- | on the 30th instant, calling for information re- 


tion so as to place its incorporation within the 


specting the rules for the government of the Nay 
Pp g g y; 


wer of Congress? You incorporate whom? | &c., and agreed to the same. 


ersons who are not even professedly citizens of 
this District, but persons connected with an estab- 
lishment as extensive as the Union—as extensive, 
indeed, as the world; for, in whatever quarter of 
the earth our naval officers are found, this incorpo- 
ration extends to them. If, in virtue of the powers 
of Congress over this District, they may do this, 
why may they not make corporations for any other 
object? Why might not the people of the city of 
New York desire Songenss to incorporate a bank 
for their use, to be established within this District ? 
Suppose it to be proposed: the question would 
naturally be asked, where will you transact your 
business? In New York. Where do you live? 
In New York. How, then, do you clothe your- 
selves with the property of locality here? So 
with this Association, &c. [Here an explanation 
took place; Mr. C. being apprized that the bill 
contained a provision that the property of the Asso- 
ciation should be confined to this District.] Mr. 
C. said, that his suggestions went only to estab- 
lish the propriety of further time to examine, which 
was confirmed by the misapprehension as to the 

rovisions of the bill. If, on proper examination, 
it should appear that the bill was not liable to 
Constitutional objections, he should with all his 
heart support it. 

The bill was then ordered to lie on the tabie; 
but was subsequently taken up, on motion of Mr. 
Fotter, and recommitted (for such amendment 
as Mr. F. thought would take away all objection 
to it) to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Adjourned to Monday. 





Monpay, December 23. 


A new member, to wit: from Pennsylvania, 
DanieL Upres, elected to supply the vacancy oc- 
easioned by the death of Ludwig Worman, ap- 
peared, produced his credentials, was qualified, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. LirTce presented a petition of sundry mer- 
chants of the city of Baltimore, praying for fur- 
ther compensation for damage sustained by their 
vessels in consequence of their being sunk in the 


Mr. A.LeEn, of Tennessee, from the select com- 
mittee appointed on the petition of James Royal, 
reported a bill for his relief; which bill was read, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. TomLinson submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House a statement, showing 
the amount annually received under the act for the 
relief of sick and disabled seamen, since the passage 
of said act, including the amount received in the first 
and second quarters of the year 1822; and the an- 
nual expenditure of the amount so received during 
the same period, designating the amount annually re- 
ceived and expended in each State. 


On motion of Mr. Cook, the Committee on the 
Judiciary were instructed to inquire whether any, 
and, if any, what, alterations are necessary to be 
made in the organization of the courts of the 
United States, so as more equally to extend their 
advantages to the several States. 

On motion of Mr. Wriaurt, the House took up, 
and proceeded to consider, the bill to provide for 
delivering persons held to labor or service in any 
of the States or Territories, who shall escape into 
any other State or Territory. Whereupon, it was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House on 
the second day of January, 1823. 

On motion of Mr. Co_pgn, the House took up 
and proceeded to consider, the report of the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made at the last session, on the 
case of John G. Bogert, and it was ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the whole House 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. PLumer, of Pennsylvania, 
the House took up, and proceeded to consider, the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made at the last session, on the petition of John 
Wells; when it was ordered that the report, to- 
gether with the petition, be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


The Speaker communicated to the House the 
following letter : 
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Wasutneton, December 21, 1822. 

Srr: I am highly sensible of the honor which I 
have received in your official letter of yesterday, ac- 

uainting me with the resolution which the House of 

epresentatives has deigned to pass, in reference to 
the contribution towards a cabinet of medals, for the 
use of the National Library, which I ventured to pre- 
sent to it. 

I beg you, sir, to accept my best acknowledgments 
for the very obliging terms in which you have com- 
municated that resolution, and for the personal senti- 
ments with which you have been pleased to accom- 
pany it. With very great respect, &c. 

GEORGE W. ERVING. 
Hon. Pattie P. Bansovn, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The letter was read, and laid on the table. 

The engrossed bill to secure to the mechanics 
and others, in the City of Washington, a lien on 
buildings for the materials and labor employed 
thereon, was about to be read a third time; when 

Mr. Kenr rose, and moved that the bill lie on 
the table. On examining an old law of the State 
of Maryland, passed in the year 1791, and now in 
force in this District, he discovered that the pro- 
visions contained in this bill were at present sub- 
stantially in force as the law of the District, under 
that act. 

The bill was ordered to lie on the table. 


CHEROKEE AND CREEK TREATIES, &c. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. TaTrnatt, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
on the report of a committee of the last session, 
condemning so much of certain treaties with the 
Cherokee and Creek Indians as grants to those 
Indians the fee simple to certain lands in the State 
of Georgia. 

The question being stated on agreeing to three 
resolutions moved by Mr. TaTTnatt, on a former 
day, by way of amendment to the report (the two 
first of which declare the treaties to be intractions 
of the rights of Georgia and of the United States, 
and the.third proposes an appropriation for extin- 
guishing the Indian title to these cessions. ) 

Mr. Rein, of Georgia, rose and said, that in de- 
ference to the opinions of some who were favorable 
to the main object of the report, but averse to act- 
ing upon the declaratory resolutions, inasmuch as 
those resolutions could have no legislative effect, 
and for the purpose of presenting to the House a 
naked question to decide upon, he should move 
that the declaratory resolutions, forming part of 
the proposed amendment, should be stricken out, 
and the following added to the third resolution: 
“And that the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report an #ppropriation in conformity 
with this resolution.” 

Mr. TaTTNna.t said, that, although, as he stated 
the other day, he deemed it necessary, in determin- 
ing to make an appropriation, that the ground 
of that determination should be stated in the body 
of the resolution, yet, as he was aware, that some 
gentlemen supposed that the declaratory resolu- 
tions might beso interpreted as to convey a reflec- 
tion on some individuals in the Government, which 


| 


was not his intention in moving them, he would 
readily withdraw the resolutions, thus assenting 
to the proposition of his colleague. 


Thus modified, and being further modified on 
the suggestion of Mr. Wuippce, the proposition 
of Mr. TarTna.t to amend the report of the com- 
mittee, was agreed to, and reported to the House 
in the following shape : 

“ Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that an 
appropriation be made by Congress, of a sum adequate 
to the extinction of the Indian title to the “ reserves” 
embraced within certain treaties of the 9th of August, 
1814, 8th July, 1817, and 20th February, 1819, with 
the Cherokee and Creek Indians, and that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be instructed to report an 
appropriation in conformity with this resolution.” 


Mr. Rankin, of Mississippi, said, that, in the 
general subject of the report and resolution, he 
agreed with the gentlemen from Georgia ; but he 
had strong doubt as to the propriety of acting on 
that subject in the manner now proposed. He 
thought gentlemen would be able to arrive at their 
object in the usual way, by a direction to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making this appropriation. The House 
would see into what a dilemma it would be thrown 
by the passage of this resolution. The members 
of this House would readily admit that they were 
not so informed on this subject as to be ready now 
to act upon it conclusively. But, if this resolu- 
tion were to pass in its present form, it would pre- 
clude the House from a review ofthe subject. The 
extent of these reservations, Mr. R. said, he was 
confident was not understood by the House, and 
the sum adequate to the extinguishment of the 
Indian title would be much greater than gentle- 
men anticipated. When, however, the subject 
could come before the House, information on these 
particulars would be necessary. Mr. R. proposed, 
therefore, the following, as a substitute for the re- 
solution now before the House: 

“ That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed tu inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation adequate to the purchase of the reserva- 
tions made in favor of the Creek and Cherokee In- 
dians, within the territory ceded to Georgia.” 


Mr. TaTTNa tt said, if the House was not now 
ready to act upon the subject, unquestionably no 
blame could therefore be imputed to the delega- 
tion from the State of Georgia. It would be re- 
collected that at the last session the House exhib- 
ited dissatisfaction at the attempts which were 
made by some of the delegation from that State to 
explain this matter to the House, being satisfied to 
act upon it without such explanation. This had 
induced them to be more silent at this session on 
the subject. It was astonishing to him, however, 
that gentlemen should be so ignorant of a case in 
which the essential rights of one of the States, and 
he trusted not an insignificant State, have been 
violated. For three years in succession memori- 
als have been presented from the Legislature of 
Georgia to Congress to relieve them from a state 
of embarrassment which has perhaps never been 
equalled, and yet gentlemen were ignorant of the 
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merits of the question! Mr. T. dwelt further] and apply the proceeds to the making of said road, 
the length of time this subject had been un- | and in case the said tract of land shall sell for a greater 
der consideration, and on its intrinsic importance. | sum than shall be sufficient to complete such road, 
If the subject were postponed now it might, for | then the residue thereof shall remain with the State 
aught he knew, be postponed to doomsday. Mr. | of Ohio, as a fund for the purpose of keeping said road 
T. said he had no design to press this subject, un- | in repair. 
necessarily, and he should disdain to takethe House| Sze. 3. That, in case — the lands, through 
unawares or at advantage in regard to this or any | Which it may be — ae setae open —~ road, 
other question; but he wished that it should be | WY have been vile. "Prean by on sag ee 
considered and acted upon before it became so late sp wos a, See ae Ohio may ovata _ 
Bete ta ect on a aneala nen that purpose, the net proceeds of the sales of a quan. 
i slator, he would not attempt to arraign the con- tity equal to one mile on each side of said road. 


: Szco. 4. That, whenever the Governor of the State 
of this House; but he had heard the charge | o¢ Ohio shall have laid before the President of the 
so ok wean brought against it, that he believed | United States a survey of the location of said road, 


it to be well founded, that business was hurried | and the President shall have approved the same, then 
through at the end of every session, and very rouch | the right of the State to said tract of land shall be 
neglected in the early part of it. It was the effect | considered as complete, for the purposes aforesaid ; 
of this habit that he wished to avoid in regard to | and the President shall direct, that, until the first day 
this question. of June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 
Mr. Rankin said he had not charged the gen-| three, none of the public lands shall be sold, within 
tleman with any intention to take the House by three miles on each side of a line, to be drawn direct 
surprise, or to take advantage. Not having been | from the foot of the Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie 
able to read the report of the committee on which | to the lower Rapids of Sandusky, thence to the West- 
the resolutions were founded, and presuming others | ¢™ boundary of the.Connecticut Western Reserve. 
to be similarly situated, all that Mr. R. now de-| Onacall for information of the grounds and 
sired was, #0 avoid passing a vote which should | object of the bill— 
be considered conclusive on the House. Mr. Vance briefly stated them, as they stand in 
Mr. Tarrna ct said he did not understand the | the report of the committee accompanying the 
gentleman as charging him with the intention of | bill; from which it appears, that the treaty referred 
taking the House by surprise, but as being the in- | to in the bill was concluded on the 25th day of 
nocent cause, at least, of its being taken by sur- | November, 1808, and that its exclusive object a 
prise. However, since it seemed that the subject | pears to have been to obtain the establishment of 
had not been fully investigated by gentlemen, he | apracticable and convenient road from the interior 
Was not disposed to urge a decision to-day; and | settlements of the United States to those of the 
therefore moved that the bill do lie on the table, | Territory of Michigan. Many of the tribes of 
giving notice at the same time that he should call | Indians with whom that treaty was concluded, 
it up again on Monday next. | Were, in virtue of previous treaties, entitled to re- 
he report was ordered to lie on the table. ceive, within that Territory, large annuities. 


‘ There never had been any artificial road leading 
ROAD’ THROUGH er SWAMP, IN to it, except through the previnceof Upper Canada. 
. Delays had, consequently, occurred in the trans- 

mission of those annuities, and reiterated com- 
plaints were made because they were not received, 
| or, if received, frequently damaged. To obviate 
| such difficulties, and in the expectation that many 
important advantages would result to them, from 
a measure which promised to bring them more 
immediately under the observation and protection 


Nf Hye of the Government, the Indians, parties to the 
Be it enacted, §c., That the State of Ohio is here- | treaty, without any other iamneniion than such 
by authorized to lay out, open, and construct a road, | incidental benefits as they anticipated from the 
from the lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to! establishment of the proposed road, voluntarily 
the Western boundary of the Connecticut Western | ceded to the United States a tract of land of one 
Seserve, in euch » manner as the Legislature of said | hundred and twenty feet in width, extending from 
State may by law provide, with the approbation of the | the “foot of the R ya f the Mi vo f the Lake.” 
President of the United States, which road, when con- | ee eee ee Cee z 
structed, shall for ever remain a public highway. | to the western line of theq» Connecticut Western 


Src. 2. That, in order to enable the State of Ohio | Reserve,” and all the land within one mile of said 
to open and construct said road, a tract of land, of one | Tact, on each side of it; and also another tract 
hundred and twenty feet wide, whereon to locate the | Of land, of one hundred and twenty feet in width, 
same, together with one mile on each side thereof, and | €xtending from Lower Sandusky, southwardly, to 
adjoining thereto, to defray the expenses of making | the boundary line established by the Treaty of 
said road, is hereby granted to said State, tocommence | Greenville. Afterwards, in September, 1817, the 
at the Miami Rapids, and terminate at the Western; Treaty of the Rapids of the Miami was concluded, 
boundary of the Connecticut Western Reserve, with | (2d Session, 15th Congress,) by the subsequent 
full power and authority to sell and convey the same, | ratification of which, the Indian title to the whole 








On motion of Mr. Vance, the House then re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 


the following bill : 


A Bill for laying out and making a road, from the 
lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the | 
Western boundary of the Connecticut Western Re- | 
serve, in the State of Ohio, agreeably to the provi- | 
sions of the Treaty of Brownstown. | 
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country within which the contemplated roads 
were to be located became vesied in this Govern- 
ment. The Black Swamp, so celebrated in the 
annals of our recent history, is an extensive morass, 
which winds round the southeastern border of 
Michigan ; it terminates, on the north, at the border 


of Lake Erie, comprehending a width of — 


thirty miles. It extends so far southerly and 
southwesterly, as to interrupt all communication 
by land between the settlements in Michigan and 
those in the interior of the United States. No 
reliance, however, can be placed upon the indi- 
vidual industry of that country to construct a road 
over such a morass. The construction of a road 
must precede the establishment there of any con- 
siderable population, &c. The land which was 
asked for, Mr. V. said, was of no value to the Uni- 
ted States at present, and could be of none until 
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if the returns yet to be received should be such as 
to entitle her to so many, to three representatives 
in Congress. From the returns received, it ap- 
peared that the actual population returned to the 

artment of State was, in Federal numbers, 
125,401. If it had been only 120,000, it would 
have been sufficient to entitle that State to three’ 
representatives, so that she had a fraction of more 
than five thousand over the requisite number. A 
question had been made, whether those returns 
had been made within the time required by law. 
To remove that doubt, Mr. N. said, there was a 
letter from the Governor of the State, who, inde- 
pendent of the respect due to his official character, 
was advantageously known to many members of 
this House, stating that the census had been actu- 
ally taken within the time allowed by law, and 
further stating that there were yet two counties in 


the road was made. An appropriation of land | the State from which no returns had yet been re- 
was asked for this purpose, because it was supposed | ceived. If the testimony was not as formal as was 
it would be more readily granted than an appro- | desirable, the House could yet not fall into error 

jation of money. Had this road been made be- | in declaring Alabama to be entitled to three rep- 
ore the late war, Mr. V. said, millions of dol- | resentatives, when she had a fraction of five thou- 
lars would have been saved to the United States; | sand over the requisite number, and had, besides, 
and, if we should be again at war with the own- | two whole counties whose population had not been 
ers of Canada, it would be more important to this | counted or returned. As he presumed there would 
Government than any fortification, however costly, | be no objection to the bill under these circum~ 
in any part of the United States. At present, for | stances, he moved that it be reported to the House. 
more than six months of the year the road was| The Committee rose accordingly, and reported 
wholly impassable; and at the time the ordinary | the bill to the House. The bill was ordered to be 
course of travelling to get into the States from | engrossed fora third reading this day, and was 
Michigan, &c., was to go through Canada, &c. | subsequently read a third time, passed, and sent to 
The road was of comparatively little importance to | the Senate for concurrence. 


the State of Ohio, passing along her margin only, | IMPORTS FROM CANADA, &c. 


but it was of vast importance to the Territory of | 


Michigan, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Stoanp, of Ohio, the bill was 
amended, by adding, to the end of the third sec- 
tion, the words “at the minimum price.” 


On motion of the same gentleman, the bill was | object of this bill.’ The act of 1821, he said, pre- 


'seribes a specific penalty of four hundred dollars 
| for the importation of any article, be its value 
| great or small, contrary to the provisions of that 
,act. It has been found, in practice, that the pen- 


further amended, by adding to the bill a proviso 
that nothing in this bill contained should be con- 
strued to authorize the State of Ohio to claim any 
money from the Treasury for the making this 
road, except moneys arising from the sale of the 
land designated in the bill. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 


| tee of the Whole, on the bill to amend the act for 


regulating the importation of goods from the ad- 
jacent States and territories. 
Mr. Tomutnson, of Connecticut, explained the 


alty was so enormous that it was not prosecuted 


On motion of Mr. Vance, the latter part of the for under that act, by the collectors. This bill 
fourth section, beginning with the words “And | i a to substitute, for the specific penalty, a 
the President,” &c., was stricken out. penalty of four times the value of the article im- 

Thus amended, the bill was reported to the | ported. By that act, also, the vessel, or cart, or 
House; and then, on motion of Mr. Vance, who | other vehicle, made use of in any illegal importa- 
wished to give full time to gentlemen to examine | ha was forfeited therefor. So that, should this 
the bill and report, &c., the bill was for the present ill pass, the vehicle and four times the value of 


onddred: tw lie’on the table. | oe article imported would still be liable to for- 
| feiture. The Treasury Department was in favor 
REPRESENTATION OF ALABAMA. | of the proposed modification of the law, it appear- 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- | ing not advisable to prosecute for a penalty of four 
tee of the Whole, on the bill to fix the apportion- | hundred dollars in cases where the value of the 
ment of Representatives for the State of Alabama. article does not exceed forty cents, as was often 

Mr. Netson, of Virginia, stated the circum- | the case, when persons went over the line and sup- 
stances under which the Committee on the Ju- | plied themselves with small quantities of different 
diciary had reported this bill. In the general | articles, &c. This species of illegal importation, 
apportionment bill passed at the last session of | however, ought to be suppressed, and in order 
Congress, in consequence of the deficiency in the | to do it, the penalty ought to be proportioned to 
returns of the census from Alabama, a clause had | the offence, as not, by its enormity, to prevent its 
been introduced, entitling the State of Alabama, | being prosecuted for &c. 
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Mr. Mattary confirmed the statements of Mr. 
Tomiinson in every particular, and said that the 
amendment of the law, or something like 
it, was indispensable. 
The Committee then rose and reported the bill, 
which was ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time to-morrow. 


SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


On motion of Mr. Goruam, of Massachusetts, 
the House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, on the bill in addition to an act to 
continue in force the act to protect the commerce 
of the United States against pirates, and to punish 
the crime of piracy. 

Mr. Goruam said, the object of the bill was to 
make perpetual certain provisions of our laws 
which are now only temporary. The first act on 
this subject was passed on the 3d of March, 1819. 
The first section authorized the employment of 
the public armed vessels to protect our commerce 
from piratical depredation; the second section 
authorized the sending pirates into our ports for 
adjudication, and the recapture of vessels taken 
by pirates; the third section authorized merchant 
vessels of the United States to defend themselves 
from piratical attacks, and to capture and send on 
the offending party; the fourth section subjected 
piratical vessels, so captured, to condemnation in 
the ports of the United States. This act was 
temporary ; by the act of 15th May, 1820, these 
four sections were continued in force for two years, 
and to the end of the session of Congress there- 
after, viz: to the end of the present session of 
Congress. The object of the bill was to make 
these clauses perpetual. 

No objection being made to the bill, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported it, and it was ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

The bill further to regulate the compensation 
to postmasters, was next in order; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Woopcock, of New York, it was re- 
committed to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


LOUISIANA LAND TITLES. 


On motion of Mr. J. S. Jounston, of Lou- 
isiana, the House then resolved itself into a Com- 


mittee of the Whole, on the bill providing for the | 
exaimination of the titles to land in that part of | 


Louisiana situated between Rio Hondo and the 
Sabine river. 

On the details of this bill, there arose a desul- 
tory debate which kept the House in session to a | 
late hour; in the course of which the principal | 
speakers were Mr. Jounsron, Mr. Ranxtn, Mr. | 





ayLor, Mr. Matiary, Mr. McCoy, and Mr. 
Watwortn. 

From the statements of the two first of these | 
gentlemen, it appeared that the object of this bill 
is, to put the territory described in the bill (the | 
neutral ground, as it is commonly called) which 
was, by the Treaty of 1819, acknowledged by 
Spain to belong to the United States, on the same 
footing, in regard to its land titles, &c., as the | 
other parts of Louisiana have been heretofore 


placed upon. The discussion consisted of inqui- 
ries and answers on these points, and observations 
on particular points of detail in the bill. 

The bill had not been gone through, when, at 
nearly sunset, the Committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





Tuespay, December 24. 


Another member, wit: from Massachusetts, Gip- 
EON Barstow, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was recommitted the bill 
to revive and continue in force certain acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the Territory of 
Michigan, reported a new bill of the same titic, 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to which is committed the bill 
to conform certain claims to lots in the village of 
Peoria, in the State of Illinois. 

The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the resolution submitted by Mr. 'Tomuinson, and 
laid on the table yesterday; and the same being 
read, was agreed to by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Wixuiamson, the subject- 
matter of a petition presented to Congress the last 
session by Josiah Hook, Collector ot the port of 
Penobscot, in the State of Maine, praying for a 
reimbursement of moneys recovered of him by Jo- 
siah Hoit, together with the accompanying docu- 
ments, and a bill from the Senate for his relief, 
were referred to the Committee of Claims, with 
instructions to consider the expediency of granting 
him the relief prayed for. 

On motion of Mr. Watwortn, the Committee 
on Commerce were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of removing the port of entry and de- 
livery for the District of Champlain, from Cum- 
berland Head to the village of Plattsburgh. 

On motion of Mr. Incuam, the Committee on 
Roads and Canals were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of appropriating money for the 
purpose of aiding in the completion of a canal 
from the waters of the Chesapeake to those of the 
Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Finptay, the Committee of 
Accounts were directed to report to this House 
how printers, who have heretofore furnished the 
members of this House with newspapers, are to 
receive their pay. 

The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the report of the Committee of Claims on the pe- 
tition of Madame Le Ray, made at the last ses- 
sion: Whereupon, it was ordered that the said re- 
port be committed to the Committee of the whole 
House to which is committed the bill for the re- 


lief of Thaddeus Mayhew. 


The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the bill for the relief.of certain persons who have 
paid duties on certain goods imported into Castine: 
Whereupon, it was ordered that the bill be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House to- 
morrow. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill relating to the titles to lots in 
the village of Peoria, when, on motion of Mr. 





2. 
ul- 
ns 


te 
il] 
he 
of 


- 
HH 
of 


449 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


450 








DecemBer, 1822. State of the Finances. H. or R. 
Coox, who said the House did not appear, on the| other incidental re- 
eve of the holydays, to. be disposed to graveinves-|_ ceipts- -  - 356,290. 11 
tigation, the Cosmanitiat rose, and obtained leave | Loan authorized by 
to sit again. act of the 3d March, 
The House took up, and proceeded to consider,| 1871. including a 


the bill for the relief of William Whitehead, and 
others: Whereupon, it was ordered that the bill 
be committed to the Committee of the whole 
House last appointed. 

The bill to amend the act regulating the collec- 
tion of duties on goods imported from adjacent 
States and territories; and the bill to make per- 
petual the provisions of the act for the punishment 
of piracy, &c., were severally read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the 
annua! report on foreign coins, &c., which was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Ne.son, of Virginia, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing 
such a number of copies of Sergeant’s Treatise on 
Constitutional Law, to be deposited in the Library of 
Congress, as may be deemed necessary for the use of 
the members of both Houses of Congress. 

[In offering this resolution, Mr. N. made some 
observations on the importance of a treatise of 
this description, and read an extract of a letter 
from Judge Story, speaking in the highest terms 
of this work, which he says is on a plan which 
is novel, but as useful as it is novel, affording 
proofs of the author’s exactness, acuteness, and ac- 
curacy, and displaying sound learning, dispassion- 
ate sentiments, and clear method.]} 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the annual report from that department on the 
state of the finances; of which, on motion of Mr. 
McLang, five thousand copies were ordered to be 
printed for the use of the House. The report is 
as follows : 

In obedience to the directions of the “Act supple- 
mentary to the act to establish the Treasury Depart- 
ment,” the Secretary of the Treasury respectfully sub- 
mits the following report : 


1. Of the public revenue and expenditure of the years 
1821 and 1822. 

The net revenue which accrued from duties on 
imports and tonnage, during the year 1821, amounted 
to $15,894,434 42, 

The actual receipts in the Treasury, during the year 
1821, including the loan of $5,000,000, amounted 
to - - - - - ~ $19,573,703 72 

Viz: 

Customs - - - $13,004,447 15 

Public lands, exclu- 
sive of Mississippi 
stock - - - 

Arrears ofinternal du- 
ties and direct tax ; 
dividend on stock 
in the Bank of the 
United States, and 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—15 


1,212,966 46 


premium of $264,- 
703 70, gained on 


the same - - 5,000,000 00 





Making, with the balances in the 
Treasury, on the Ist of January, 








1821, of - - - - - 1,198,461 21 
An aggregate of _ - - - - 20,772,164 93 
The expenditures during the year 

1821, amounted to - - - 19,090,572 69 
Civil, diplomatic, and 

miscellaneous - $2,241,871 54 
Military service, in- 

cluding _fortifica- 

tions, ordnance, In- 

dian department, 

Revolutionary and 

military pensions, 

arming the militia, 

and arrearages pri- 

orto the Ist Jan- 

uary, 1817, - - 5,162,364 47 
Naval service, includ- 

ing the gradual in- 

crease ofthe Navy 3,319,243 06 
Public debt - - 8,367,093 62 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury, 

on the Ist of January, 1822, of - 1°681,592 24 


The actual receipts in the Treasury, 
during the three first quarters of the 
year 1822, are estimated to have 
amounted to $14,745,408 75. 

Viz: 

Customs - - $12,648,933 15 

Public lands, exclu- 
sive of Mississippi 
stock - . 

Arrears of internal 
duties and direct 
tax, dividend on 
stock in the bank, 
and other inciden- 
tal receipts - - 

Balances of appro- 
priations for the 
War and Navy De- 
partments, return- 
ed to the Treasury, 
and carried to the 
surplus fund - 

The actual receipts 
into the ‘Treasury, 
during the 4th quar- 
ter, are estimated at 


1,298,484 56 


391,871 76 


406,119 28 


5,000,000 00 


Making the total esti- 
mated receipts into 
the Treasury dur- 


ing the year 1822 . - - 19,745,408 75 
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And with the balance in the Treas- 
ury, on the Ist of January, 1822, 
forming an aggregate of - - 21,427,000 99 
The expenditures during the three 
first quarters of the year 1822, are 
estimated to have amounted to 
$12,278,653 32. 
: Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and 
miscellaneous - $1,536,434 24 
Military service, in- 
eluding _fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, In- 
dian department, 
Revolutionary and 
military pensions, 
arming the militia, 
and arrearages pri- 
or to Ist January, 
1817, - -. - 4,930,210 56 
Naval service, includ- 
ing the gradual in- 
cresse ofthe Navy 1,538,952 00 
Publicdebt - - 4,273,056 52 
Expenditures during 
e fourth quarter, 
including the re- 
demption of the 
$2,500,000 of six 
per cent. stock of 
1820, are estimated 
at - - - 6,000,000 00 


Making the total estimated expendi- 
ture of the year 1822 - - - 18,278,653 32 


And leaving in the Treasury, on the 
Ist of January, 1823, an estimated 
balance of - . - - - $3,148,347 67 





After deducting from this sum certain balances 
of appropriation, amounting to $1,232,212 11, which 
are necessary to effect the objects for which they 
were severally made, or have been deducted from the 
estimates, for the service of the ensuing year, a bal- 
ance of $1,916,135 56 remains; which, with the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury during the year 1823, con- 
stitutes the means for defraying the current service of 
that ycar. 


2. Of the public debt. 


The funded debt which was contracted before the 
year 1812, and which was unredeemed on the Ist 
day of October, 1821, amounted to $17,833,746 84 

azrd that which was contracted sub- 
sequently to the Ist of January, 

1812, and was unredeemed on the 
Ist of October, 1821, amounted to 75,852,458 18 


Making the total amount of funded 

debt, unredeemed on the Ist of Oc- 

tober, 1821, - - - - - 93,686,205 02 
In the fourth quarter of that year there 

was issued Treasury note six per 

stock to the amount of - - - 390 40 


Making an aggregate of - - - 93,686,595 42 
In the same quarter there was paid 
the sum of $262,738 75. 


State of the Finances. 


Decemser, 1822, 





Viz: 
Reimbursements of six per cent. de- 
ferred stock - - $257,180 60 
Redemption of Louis- 
jana stock -- - 5,558 15 





262,738 75 
Reducing the funded debt, on the Ist 

of January, 1822,to - ° - 93,423,856 67 
From that day to the Ist of October 

last, there was issued three per cent. 

stock to the amount of - - - 143 02 
Making an aggregate of - - - 93,423,999 69 
During the same period there was 

paid the sum of $380,980 02. 


Viz: 
Reimbursement of six per cent. de- 
ferred stock - - $300,980 02 
Redemption of six per 
cent. stock of 1796 80,000 00 





380,980 02 


Reducing the funded debt, on the Ist 

of October, 1822,to.  - - - 93,043,019 67 
It is estimated that, in the fourth 

quarter of the present year there 

will be paid $2,265,588 07. 

Viz: 

Reimbursement of six per cent. de- 

ferred stock - $265,588 07 
Redemption of six per 

cent. stock of 1820 2,000,000 00 








2,265,588 07 
Which will reduce the funded debt, 
unredeemed on the Ist of January, 
Oita 6.4 he aoe, Rae 
The amount of Treasury notes out- 
standing on the Ist of October, 
1822, is estimated at - - : 27,437 00 
And the amount of Mississippi stock, 
unredeemed on that day at - - 26,735 94 


3. Of the Estimate of the Public Revenue and Ex- 
penditure for the year 1823. 


The gross amount of duties on imports and tonnage 
which accrued from the Ist of January to the 30th of 
September last, (both days included,) is estimated at 
$19,500,000, and that of the whole year at $23,000,000. 

It is estimated that the amount of debentures issued 
during the same period exceeds the amount issued 
during the corresponding period of the year 1821, by 
$86,000; and that the amount of debentures outstand- 
ing on the 30th of September last, chargeable upon 
the revenue of 1823, is $234,000, more than was 
on the same day in 1821 chargeable upon the revenue 
of 1822. 

It is estimated that the value of domestic articles 
exported from the United States in the year ending 
on the 30th of September last, has amounted to 
$49,874,079, and that foreign articles exported during 
the same period have amounted to $22,286,202. 

As the receipts from the customs in the year 1823 
depend—first, upon the amount of duty bonds which 
become due within that year, after deducting the ex- 
penses of collection, and the amount of debentures 
chargeable upon them; and, second, upon such por- 
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tion of the duties secured in the first and second quar- 
ters of that year as are payable within the year ; it is 
manifest that an increase in the amount of debentures 
chargeable upon the revenue of the year 1823, or a 
diminution of the importations of foreign merchandise 
during the two first quarters of that year, must neces- 
sarily diminish the receipts into the Treasury. As 
debentures can be issued at any time within twelve 
months after importation, chargeable upon bonds given 
for the duties upon such importation, it is impossible 
to foresee the amount which may be chargeable upon 
the bonds that are payable during the year 1823. The 
facts, however, which have been stated, justify the 
conclusion that the amount of debentures which will 
be issued and charged upon the revenue of 1823, will 
considerably exceed the amount which was chargea- 
ble upon that of 1822. From the same facts, it is also 
presumed that the importations of the two first quar- 
ters of the year 1823 will be less than the correspond- 
ing quarters of the present year. 


Giving due weight to all the facts connected with the 
subject, the receipts for the year 1823 may be esti- 
mated at - - - = = $21,100,000 00 


Viz: 
Customs -- - $19,000,000 00 . 
Publiclands' - - 1,600,000 00 . 
Bank dividends - - 350,000 00 


Arrears of internal du- 
ties and direct tax, 
and incidental re- 


ceipts - - - 150,000 00 


To which is to be added the sum of - _—‘1,916,135 56 
Remaining in the Treasury, after sat- 
isfying the balances of appropria- 
tions chargeable upon the revenue of 
1822, which makes the entire means 
of the year 1823, the amount of - $23,016,136 56 
The expenditure of the year 1823 is 
estimated at - - : - 15,059,597 22 
Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and 
miscellaneous - $1,599,317 35 
Milit’ry service, includ- 
ing fortifications, ord- 
nance, Indian depart- 
ment, revolutionary 
and milit’y pensions, 
arming the militia, 
and arrearages prior 
to the Ist of January, 
1817. _- - . 
‘Naval service, includ- 
ing the gradual iu- 
crease of the Navy 2,723,987 12 
Public debt . - 5,602,000 00 


5,134,292 75 











Which, being deducted from the above 
sum, will leave in the Treasury, on 
the Ist day of January, 1824, after 
satisfying the current demands of 
the year 1823, a sum estimated at - $7,956,538 34 





Although the facts already disclosed justify the con- 
clusion that the importations of the present year ex- 
ceed the value of domestic articles exported during 
the year, yet there are no means of ascertaining the 





extent of thatexcess. If the custom-house documents 
were to be considered conclusive evidence upon this 
subject, it would be apparent that the nation has, 
through the whole period of its existence, im 

more in value than it has exported. But the fact is 
incontestable that the United States have enjoyed a 
more uninterrupted prosperity, and have increased 
their capital to a greater relative extent, than any of 
the nations with whom they have maintained com- 
mercial intercourse. 

To show that the custom-house documents cannot 
be considered conclusive evidence in this case, it is 
proper to observe—first, that the value of articles pay- 
ing duties ad valorem, imported into the United States, 
is ascertained by adding to the invoice value 20 per 
cent. if from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and 10 
per cent. from all other places; whilst the value of all 
other articles exported is ascertained at the port of 
shipment without any such addition; second, the 
greatest portion of the importations and exportations 
are made in vessels of the United States; third, the 
capital employed in the trade of the Northwest coast 
and the Pacific ocean consists almost exclusively of 
the labor and enterprise of those engaged in it. For- 
eign articles, the proceeds of those enterprises, import- 
ed into the United States, are therefore only equiva- 
lent to the labor and enterprise by which they were 
procured. Fourth, the value of domestic articles 
exported is more imperfectly ascertained than of for- 
eign articles imported; because it has not been con- 
sidered necessary to resort to the same sanctions to 
enforce a compliance with the regulations which have 
been prescribed for that purpose. To ascertain the 
relative value of imporis and exports, it is necessary, 
first, that the same additions should be made to the 
invoice value of the latter as are required by law to be 
made to the former; second, the freight of domestic 
articles exported in American vessels should be added 
to their value, after deducting from it the freight of 
foreign articles imported in foreign vessels; third, the 
value of foreign articles imported in vessels engaged 
in the trade of the Northwest coast and Pacific ocean, 
the proceeds of the labor and enterprise of those by 
whom they are navigated, should be added to the do- 
mestic exports; fourth, it is impossible to ascertain 
what addition should be made to the value of the do- 
mestic exports on account of the omission of the ex- 
porters to state correctly the value of articles exported 
by them; but, after making a liberal allowance for 
foreign articles illicitly introduced, or inaccurately 
invoiced, it is believed that-a considerable addition 
should be made. 


If, then, to the amount of domestic articles exported 
during the year ending on the 30th of September 
last, already estimated at $49,874,079, the additions 
should be made which the preceding facts and consid- 
erations appear to authorize, the value of our domestic 
exports during that period may be estimated at nearly 
$60,000,000. 


Although no calculation has been completed, show- 
ing the average rate of duty upon the value of foreign 
articles imported into the United States, it is pre- 
sumed that an importation of $60,000,000 of foreign 
merchandise will not produce a less revenue than 
$17,000,000. As the receipts from the customs dur- 
ing the year 1823 have been estimated at $19,000,000, 
it is probable that the receipts from the same source, 
in 1824, which will depend upon the importations of 
1823, will not exceed $15,000,000. Under the most 
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unfavorable circumstances, it is believed that the re- 
ceipts of that year will be sufficient to discharge all 
demands upon the Treasury which may be authorized 


- Ifthe current appropriations for the year 1825 shall 
be equal to those required by the estimates for the 
year, the expenditure of that year may be es- 
timated at $28,253,597 22, viz: 
Current appropriations - - - $8,578,722 22 
Permanent appropriations for arming 
the militia, and Indian annuities - 
Gradual increase of the Navy - = - 
Public debt, including balances unap- 
plied in 1823 and 1824, amounting 
to $18,796,000 - - - - 


378,875 00 
500,000 00 


18,796,000 00 


$28,253,597 22 
The means of the Treasury to meet this extraordi- 
expenditure, consist— j 

let. Of the balance which may be in 
the Treasury on the Ist of January 

of that year, estimated at = - - $8,000,000 00 
And, 2d. Of the receipts of that year, 

estimated at - - - - - 19,000,000 00 
Viz: Customs - $17,000,000 
Public Lands - . 1,600,000 
Bank Dividends : 350,000 
Incidental Receipts - 50,000 

Making together, an aggregate of - 27,000,000 00 


And leaving a deficit of about - 








- $1,250,000 00 


In this estimate the receipts and expenditures of 
the year 1824 are estimated to be nearly equal. It is 
bable, however, that the receipts may exceed, to a 
small extent, the expenditures ; but there is at least 
an equal probability that the receipts for the year 1825 
are estimated toohigh. In the year 1826, the expendi- 
ture, assuming the current appropriations to be the 
same as in the year 1823, may be estimated at $19,- 
457,000, and the receipts at $19,000,000. As the ap- 
pe of $500,000 for the gradual increase of the 
avy expires in that year, the annual expenditure 
may, for subsequent years, be estimated at $19,000,000, 
unless it shall be considered expedient to make fur- 
ther provision for the increase of that essential means 
of national defence. 

It is probable that the annual revenue will be equal 
to thatsum. To provide for the estimated deficit of 
the years 1825 and 1826, as well as to meet any ex- 
traordinary demands upon the Treasury, which un- 
foreseen exigencies may require, it is believed to be 
expedient that the revenue should be increased. This 
may be conveniently effected by a judicious revision 
of the tariff; which, while it will not prove onerous 
to the consumer, will simplify the labors of the officers 
of the revenue. At present, articles composed of 
wool, cotton, flax, and hemp, pay different rates of 
duty. Difficulties frequently occur in determining the 
duties to which such articles are subject. ‘The pro- 
vision in the tariff, that the duty upon articles com- 
posed of various materials shall be regulated by the 
material of chief value of which it is composed, is pro- 
ductive of frequent embarrassment and much incon- 
venience. It is, therefore, respectfully snbmitted, that 
all articles composed of wool, cotton, flax, hemp, or 
silk, or of which any of these materials is a compo- 
nent part, be subject to a duty of twenty-five per cent. 
ad valorem. 





The duties upon glass and paper, upon iron and 
lead, and upon all articles composed of the two latter 
materials, may also be increased with a view to the 
augmentation of the revenue. In all these cases, ex. 
cept articles composed of silk, it is probable that the 
effect of the proposed augmentation of duties, wil] 
gradually lead to an ample supply of those articles 
from our domestic manufactories. It is, however, 
presumed, that the revenue will continue to be aug. 
mented by the proposed alterations in the tariff until 
the public debt shall have been. redeemed ; after which 
the public expenditure, in time of peace, will be di- 
minished to the extent of the Sinking Fund, which is, 
at present, $10,000,000. But if, contrary to present 
anticipations, the proposed augumentation of duties 
should, before the public debt be redeemed, produce a 
diminution of the revenue arising from the importa- 
tion of those articles, a corresponding, if not a greater, 
augmentation may be confidently expected upon 
other articles imported into the United States. This 
supposition rests upon the two-fold conviction, that 
foreign articles, nearly equal to the value of the do- 
mestic exports, will be imported and consumed; and 
that the substitution of particular classes of domestic 
articles for those of foreign nations not only does not 
ecessarily diminish the value of domestic exports, 
but usually tends to increase that value. 

The duties upon various other articles, not in any 
degree connected with our domestic industry, may, 
likewise, be increased with a view tu the augmentation 
of the public revenue. If the existing tariff shall, 
during the present session of Congress, be judiciously 
revised for the purpose of augmenting the revenue, it 
is confidently believed that it will not only be amply 
sufficient to defray all the demands upon the Treasury 
at present authorized by law, but that there will re- 
main an annual surplus, subject to such disposition, 
for the promotion of the public welfare, as the wisdom 
of Congress may direct. 

Under the act of the 20th April last, authorizing the 
exchange of certain portions of the public debt for five 
per cent. stock, $56,704 77 only have been exchanged. 
The increased demand for capital, fer the prosecution of 
commercial enterprises during the present year, and 
the rise in the rate of interest, consequent upon that 
demand, which were not anticipated at the time that 
the measure was proposed, have prevented its execu- 
tion. Existing circumstances do not authorize the 
conclusion, that a measure of this nature will be more 
successful during the next year. If the price of the 
public debt, in 1825, should be as high as it is at present, 
any bortion of it, redeemable at the pleasure of the 
Government, which should be unredeemed in that and 
subsequent years, after the application of the Sinking 
Fund to that object, may be advantageously exchanged 
for stock redeemable at such periods as to give full 
operation tothe Sinking Fund. This may be effected, 
either directly by an exchange of stock, or indirectly 
by authorizing a loan to the amount of stock annually 
redeemable beyond the amount of the Sinking Fund 
applicable to that object. AJ! which is submitted. 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 


Treasury Deranrment, Dec. 23, 1822. 


LOUISIANA LAND TITLES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill for examining the 
titles to land in Louisiana, between the Rio Hondo 
and the Sabine river. 
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Mr. Jonnston, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
the bill, so as to recognise the validity of the titles 
of all persons who had made actual settlements 

ior to the Treaty of 1819, with Spain, so far as 
to take a registry of their claim, &c. 

This amendment Mr. J. supported with much 
earnestness and feeling, arising out of the present 
situation of those settlers, who are now liable to 
removal by force, as intruders on the public lands, 
without having any other ground to which they 
can safely retire, &c. 

After a few observations from Mr. Rankin, the 
question was taken on Mr. JonnsTon’s motion, 
and decided in the negative. 

Mr. JonnsTon then moved to amend the bill by 
adding thereto the following as a new section: 

“And that every person claiming a preference in 
becoming a purchaser of a tract of land, in virtue of 
this act, shall make known his claim by delivering a 
notice, in writing, to the register of the land office for 
the district in which the land may lie, wherein he shall 
particularly designate the tract of land he claims ; which 
notice the register shall file in his office, on receiving 
twenty-five cents from the person delivering the same ; 
and, in every case where it shall appear to the satis- 
faction of the register and receiver of the public moneys 
of the land office, that any person who has delivered 
his notice of claim is entitled, according to the provi- 
sions of this act, to a preference in becoming the pur- 
chaser of three hundred and twenty acres of land; 
such person, so entitled, shall have a right to enter the 
same with the register of the land office at the mini- 
mum price, on producing a receipt from the receiver 
of public moneys, for the amount of the purchase 
moneys, as in case of other public lands sold at private 
sale: Provided, That all lands to be sold under this 
act, shall be entered with the register, at least two 
weeks before the time of the commencement of the 
public sales in the district wherein the land lies; and 
every person having a right of preference in becoming 
the purchaser of a tract of Jand, who shall fail to make 
his entry with the register, within the time prescribed, 
his right shall be forfeited. 

And the question being taken on agreeing to 
this amendment, it was decided in the negative. 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill. 

On the question to order the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading— 

Mr. JounsTon said, having failed in his proposi- 
tion to amend the bill, he felt now no anxiety 
respecting its passage, as it contained no provi- 
sions of material interest to the people whom he 
represented. He was ata loss what course to take 
in regard to it, having been so greatly disappointed 
in not obtaining the consent of the House to the 
reasonable amendments which he had _ proposed. 
Under these circumstances, he moved that, for 
the present, the bill do lie on the table. 

ac bill was, accordingly, ordered to lie on the 
table. 


AID TO THE GREEKS. 


Mr. Dwicur said he was requested to present 
the memorial of William Thornton, Walter Jones, 
and one hundred and fifty other respectable citi- 
zens of the District of Columbia, in behalf of the 
Greeks. Whatever doubts this House might en- 
tertain in regard to the specific appropriation 


prayed for by the memorial in behalf of this in- 
one and unfortunate people—doubts which 
he felt himself constrained to say he entertained 
not less sparingly than any gentleman upon ‘the 
floor; he felt assured that they would all coneur 
in the opinion that the sentiments of the memori- 
alists were not less honorable to them than aé- 
cordant to the spirit of this nation. Indeed, he 
was quite sure he did not exaggerate when he 
asserted that there was a sympathy, deep and uni- 
versal, ste os the country, in behalf of this 
oppressed and injured nation. The memorialists, 
in reply to the charge of enthusiasm in relation to 
a remote and feeble people struggling for liberty 
against the power of the Ottoman Empire, would 
have a right to call upon the House to recollect 
that not half a century had elapsed since a less 
numerous, though more enlightened people, had 
successfully made war upon the most powerful 
nation on earth; and that, too, for evils which, 
compared to the massacre of Chios and the ty- 
ranny of those inhuman masters, were easily to 
borne. Nor, sir, will the House need to be ‘re- 
minded that not half a dozen years have elapsed 
since the intrepid and eloquent advocate of South 
American independence, stood in a small minor- 
ity upon this floor, and upon a question, too, 
which, at the last session, was carried in this 
House by acclamation. Indeed, but yesterday 
we were told that the recognition of South Ame- 
rican independence was no longer opposed by the 
British Government, because it can no longer be 
resisted. Regard to the just interests of our own 
country, perhaps, ought to prevent our making 
the appropriation prayed for; but no considera- 
tions of delicacy or propriety could deter the me- 
morialists from the expressions of feeling in be- 
half of the Greeks against a nation with whom 
we have never had negotiation, or truce, or treaty. 
The House would view, with an interest propor- 
tioned to the importance of the deeitiog. "hen, 
should Liberty be now unable to maintain herself 
in Greece, the country of her earliest temples and 
longest worship, she would cease to have a footing 
on either of three continents, or an existence in, 
the governments of six hundred millions of peo- 
ple. He did not mean, by the remarks he had 
made, to commit himself to any ulterior measures 
upon the subject; but he thought it his duty not to 
refuse an application from so respectable a source, 
and particularly from a portion of our citizens 
who are unrepresented upon this floor. For the 
ie re of obtaining the opinion of the House as 
to the destination of the memorial, he would now 
move that it be read, and he hoped that some gen- 
tleman of more experience than himself would 
move for it such reference as the House might 
think proper to give it. 

[The memorial which Mr. D. here presented is 
signed by one hundred and thirty-eight citizens of 

ashington and Georgetown, praying of Con- 
gress “to appropriate two or three millions, in 
‘ provisions, and whatever may be necessary to 
‘ the Greeks, as an easy and honorable mode of 
‘acknowledging the aid, bounty, and obligation 
* received from France in like circumstances.” 
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The memorial was read ; when 


States which refers to the cause of the Greeks. 


» Mr. Wricar said he trusted this House was not | He then expressed his opinion that a neutral posi- 


to commit the peace of this nation, by 
interfering, in any manner, in the contests of Eu- 
rope. We all sympathize with every people 
struggling for their liberty, and wish them success 
in the establishment of the rights of man, by their 
independent self-governments. By our Constitu- 
tion, said Mr. W., every man has a right to peti- 
tion for a redress of his grievances; but this 
petition is from a number of philanthropists peti- 
tioning for others, not within the purview of the 
Constitution. That the Chief Magistrate, the 
Senate, and the House of Representatives, feel all 
the sympathies for the Greeks that their situation 
is daloalated to impress, there can be no doubt. 
Whatever measures shall be thought proper by the 
Government, will, no doubt, be adopted. The 
Executive is as well informed as the memorialists 
of the situation of the Greeks; and, Mr. W. said, 
he had no doubt that every department of the 
Government, in which the people have reposed 
their confidence, will do its duty; but he hoped 
they would not be led astray by any feelings of 
philanthropy, in any measure inconsistent with 
the public interest committed to their care. We 
have seen, with great pain, Mr. W. said, the 
bloody contests that have desolated the regions of 
the other hemisphere, and we have rejoiced at 
every success of the Grecian arms; and he had 
no doubt, that, whenever they shall establish the 
fact that they are independent, we shall promptly, 
and with pleasure, acknowledge it, as we did in 
the case of the Governments of South America, 
in our own hemisphere. There, said Mr. W., the 
finest feelings of our nature were justly kept in 
check by the wisdom and equanimity of the Chief 
Magistrate, till the happy epoch when it was 
thought proper by him it should be declared. 
And could any man look back upon that scene, 
and not admire the wisdom and paternal care of 
the Chief Magistrate? We know his feelings 
towards the Greeks, by his message at the opening 
of the session, are surpassed by those of none of 
us, nay, even of the petitioners. He, with all the 
information necessary to the perfect understand- 
ing of our foreign relations, has an eye to the best 
interests of our country; and the case of South 
America inspires the confidence of the American 
people, that their peace and happiness will con- 
tinue to govern his Administration. The bloody 
contests that disturb the repose of revolutionized 
Spain and Portugal, under the impious influence 
of the priests, Mr. W. said, elicit our execrations 
against those bloody pontiffs who seem prepared 
to apertee every friend to civil liberty on the al- 
tars o 


that he and these priests had confederated in the 
restoration of their former Government. 


tion was the best for the United States, however 
we might wish success to the cause of the Greeks, 
This was the sentiment, also, emphatically of the 
President of the United States, who had expressly 
limited the extent te which we should go, both 
with regard to our own duty to ourselves and for- 
eign nations, and also to the rights of other na- 
tions. This memorial, Mr. R. said, called upon 
this House to go beyond that point, and to place it. 
self in conflict with the Executive on this subject, 
To this course, Mr. R. said, he was not disposed 
to give countenance by referring this petition to 
the Committee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dwicur then rose, and said he was induced 
by the pene of some gentlemen, for whose 
opinions he had the highest respect, to withdraw 
his motion for referring the memorial to the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, and moving to lay it 
on the table. 

The memorial was accordingly ordered to iie 
on the table. And the House adjourned to Friday, 





Fripay, December 27. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Currs, in- 
formed the House that the Senate have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the heirs and 
representatives of Alexander Montgomery, deceas- 
ed,” in which they ask the concurrence of this 
House. 

Mr. McLang, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of Samuel 
H. Walley, and Henry G. Foster,” made a detailed 
report, recommending that the said bill be re- 
jected. The bill was committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. McLane reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of Jacob Bab- 
bit. On the proper mode of disposing of this bill, 
(which proposes to remit the interest on certain 
duties payable on goods destroyed by the violent 
storm at Providence, in the year 1815,) there arose 
some debate. Mr. Cocke and Mr. WatwortTs 
wished it referred to a Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. McLane wished it to go at once to a third 
reading; which course he supported by an argu- 
ment showing the equity of the bill. Mr. Durree 
seconded the motion of Mr. McLang, by a num- 
ber of remarks, showing the reasonableness of the 
bill, and its conformity to‘the general principles of 
our revenue laws. Mr. TomMiinson wished it to 
go to a committee for discussion of the bill, which 
contained a new principle, never recognised as a 


rsecution ; and, indeed, the recent evi-| general rule, and but once even as exception to 
dence of the conduct of Ferdinand, induced fears | 


the general rule, (in the case of the remission of 
duties on foreign goods destroyed by the fire at 


r fo _ | Savannah.) In the end, the bill was, on motion 
Mr. Dwicart said, it was a respect due from him | 


of Mr. Cocke, referred to a Committee of the 


to the subject, and to the personal characters of | Whole. 


the petitioners, to move to refer the memorial to | 


the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. Cocke, from the Committee on Revolu- 


| tionary Pensions, reported a bill supplementary to 


Mr. Ruea called for the reading of the passage | the acts to provide for certain persons engaged in 


of the Message of the President of the United | the land and naval service of the United States in 
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the Revolutionary war; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. McLanz, it was ordered that 
the Speaker do appoint a member of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, in the place of Mr. 
Smiru, who is elected to the Senate, and Mr. 
INGHAM was appointed. 

On motion of Mr. W1tuiams, of North Carolina, 
the Committee on Military Affairs were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
officers of the army a salary, or stated sum of 
money, per year, instead of pay and emoluments, 
as now allowed by law. 

On motion of Mr. Sistey,the Committee on the 
Public Lands were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to locate, in tracts of not less than two 
entire sections each, in any part of the Territory 
of Michigan, where the public lands shall have 
been surveyed, a quantity of land equal to one 
entire township of six miles square, which was 
reserved and granted to the Territory of Michigan, 
for the use of a seminary of learning, by the act of 
Congress of the 26th of May, 1804 ; and that said 
committee do also inquire into the expediency of 
providing, by law, for the leasing of said lands, 
when located, as well as the lands reserved in 
each township in said Territory for the use of 
schools; and the protection of the:same against 
waste and injury, by trespass, or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. McCoy, the Committee of 
Claims were instructed to report a bill in addition 
to the act for the prompt settlement of public ac- 
counts, and for the punishment of the crime of 
perjury. 

[Mr. McCoy stated his object to be, to get be- 
fore the House again a bill which was before Con- 
gress at a former session, but was not acted upon 
for want of time.] 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Alexander Montgomery, 
deceased, was twice read and committed. 


Mr. Ne son, of Maryland, presented the follow- 
ing resolutions of the Legislature of Maryland : 
By rue Hovse or Derrcates, 
December 13, 1822. 


Whereas, the great National Road leading from 
Cumberland to Wheeling, which is of such incalculable 
advantage in facilitating the intercourse between the 
Atlantic and Western States, and which was con- 
structed at a great expense, has already suffered from 
the want of that regular superintendence, and of those 
repairs, which are necessary to the preservation of 
such a work; Therefore 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of Maryland, 
That the Senators and Representatives of this State, 
in Congress, be requested to use their best exertions 
to procure the immediate passage of a law, by Con- 
gress, making a sufficient appropriation to repair the 
great National Road leading from Cumberland to 
Wheeling. 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, 
requested to cause a copy of this resolution to be 
transmitted to each of the Serators and Representa- 
tives of this State in Congress. By order : 


JOHN BREWER, Clerk. 


The resolutions were read and referred to the 
committee to whom the subject is referred. 


REVOLUTIONARY CANADIAN REFUGEES. 


Mr. WaLwortTH submitted for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal and Un- 
finished Business be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reviving and continuing in force, for a 
further time, the acts of the 7th of April, 1798, and of 
the 24th of February, 1810, which provide for the 
relief of the refugees from the British Provinces of 
Canada and Nova Scotia, agreeably to the resolutions 
of Congress, of the 22d of April, 1783, and the 13th 
of April, 1785. 


Some opposition appearing to this resolution— 

Mr. Watwortns stated the object of it. In the 
year 1783, the Old Congress, by resolution, pro- 
mised to make provision for those persons who 
were obliged to take refuge in the United States 
during the war of the Revolution. In 1785, this 
pledge was renewed in the same manner. Noth- 
ing was done towards the redemption of these 
pledges, until the year 1798, when a law passed 
for their relief, the duration of which was limited 
to two years. In consequence of the shortness of 
the limitation, a great many of those who were 
entitled to relief did not obtain it. In 1810, the 
law was revived for another short term of time, 
and then suffered to expire, before some of these 
persons had ascertained that such a law had ever 
passed. He wished this law to be now revived, 
that three or four of his constituents, who had no 
knowledge of the law whilst it was in force, might 
now obtain the benefit of it. Mr. W. said, he 
could not see any just reason why the United 
States should establish a statute of limitations in 
bar of equitable claims against the Government. 
He himself knew one person who was driven from 
his home during the Revolution, and sacrificed an 
immense property, who was now in his seventieth 
year, pining in want. It was for the relief of such 
objects as this that he wanted the bill passed. 

Mr. Basserr suggested that, if the cases were 
so few it would be much better to act upon them 
individually, instead of passing any general law 
upon the subject. He was not an advocate for 
an act of limitation further than it was necessary 
to guard the Government against impositions, but 
limitation to claims seemed jn that point of view 
to be necessary. 

Mr. Watworrts said, he could not undertake 
to say how many cases there were in other parts 
of the United States. It was not on the individual 
cases that he relied for the ground of his motion, 
but it was the principle of the case that he spoke 
of. Whether there were one, two, twenty, or two 
hundred cases, it was the duty of the Government 
to provide for them. This law would moreover, 
grant nothing to the claimants, but merely author- 
ize them to bring forward their claims for Con- 
gress to pass upon. 

Mr. Vance said, the land set apart for the loca- 
tion of land warrants in the case of the Canadian 
refugees, was within the limits of the State of 
Ohio, and, as soon as the warrants were located 
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under the former law, the Government had ordered 
the whole of the remainder of the land to’ be sur- 

and sold. The titles to the lands thus sold, 
and now highly improved, ought not to be dis- 
turbed, or in any manner affected by reviving the 
obsolete law which set apart that land for a par- 
ticular purpose. 

“The question was then taken on agreeing to 
Mr. Watworrn’s resolution, and decided in the 

gative—59 to 45. 

‘On motion of Mr. Sisiey, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of erecting a new land district in 
the Territory of Michigan, to embrace the lands 
lying in the Saguina county of Lake Huron, to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished. 


CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE TAIT. 


‘The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
addressed to him by Edwin Lewis, of the State of 
Alabama, preferring charges of improper, corrupt, 
and extra-judicial conduct, against Charles Tait, 
Judge of the District Court of the United States 
for the district of Alabama, and soliciting an in- 
quiry, by this House, into the correctness of said 
charges ; which letter was read, as follows: 

Mositrz, Nov. 26, 1811. 


To the Honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 


Srr: I enclose several charges against Judge Tait, 
which I wish you to lay before Congress, together with 
thé enclosed documents. If Judge Tait is sustained 
in his tyrannical conduct towards me as an American 
citizen, and in his mock proceedings in the African 
slave cases, I shall no longer boast of being a free citi- 
zen of a free country; and I believe, from a fair, im- 
partial view of the proceedings in the case of the Uni- 
ted States vs. English, for importing slaves contrary 
to the laws of Congress, as well as in the cases of three 
vessels captured with African slaves, that no one will 
likely again attempt to prosecute, under the laws of 
the United States, made with a view to prohibit the 
slave trade ; as the parties who have heretofore ap- 
proached the court have had no success, but have been 
subject to every obstacle, vexation, delay, and disgust- 
img mockery. And the secret reason that Judge Tait 
refused me to be sworn in as an attorney was, no doubt, 
ewing to my having expressed opinions opposed to 
the proceedings of the Attorney for the United States. 
In fact, sir, what apology is there for all this delay, 
when the records prove, by the very claims of the 
parties filed, that the most aggravated cases of viola- 
tions had actually been committed? Do not the 
claimants, Messrs. of Havana, whose names 
are made use of,* assert that they did ship, in and 

n the American schooner Constitution, eighty-four 
African slaves, &c.? Is not this, sir, equal to a plea 
of guilty of the facts alleged? Why postpone the 
case at all, in the first instance? And why now stay 
the execution on the judgment, and order of condem- 
nation on bonds, for $150, in each case? The appeal 
to the Supreme Court was not carried up to the last 
term. Whether it will be carried up to next term, or 
ever, is a very doubtful case with me. Thus, we see 





* The slaves actually belonged to American citizens, 
several of whom I could name. 


property, worth more than $100,000 at the time of 
capture, yet unsettled, and a great part of it totally lost, 
And, in the prosecution of English, the proof was mos; 
positive. But what can jastify the keeping the wit. 
nesses tending court, riding hundreds of miles, court 
after court, at the expense of Government ? Why 
not discharge the witnesses? I acknowledge the in. 
sulting indignity offered to me by Judge Tait is irre- 
concileable to my feelings, and highly aggravated, 
when I am so well convinced it was to favor the im. 
porters of slaves, in violation of the laws of Congress, 
as I defy Judge Tait, and all the world, to bring any 
charge against me to be tried by a tribunal that would 
disqualify me. This, Judge Tait was well aware of, 
or he would never have ventured this act of tyranny 
at the hazard of his reputation, if any other means 
had existed. I will add, sir, that, if Judge nit is to 
be sustained in this conduct, I have no hesitation jp 
asking, what avail are all the laws of Congress against 
the slave trade, without an efficient judiciary, without 
a judge, and officers of the court, who will execute the 
laws? With great regard, &c., your very obedient 
servant, E. LEWIS. 

The letter having been read— 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, said he was willing 
that there should be some investigation into this 
matter. It was due to the individual charged, 
and to the person making the charges, that there 
should be an investigation. He moved, therefore, 
that the communication and accompanying docu- 
ments should be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Cocks, of Tennessee, said, he had no objec- 
tion whatever to the reference of these papers to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, but the motion 
to print the documents, without any accusation 
being framed in this House against the judge, Mr. 
C. thought was going beyond the line of strict 
duty. Ifthe committee should be of opinion that 
there was just ground of accusation against Judge 
Tait, then the papers might be printed ; but until 
that was done, he should think it was doing great 
injustice to Judge Tait to print documents, the 
pe of which might have the effect to blast 

is reputation, as seeming to suppose that the 
charges of this individual against him were well 
founded. 

Mr. Sanpers, of North Carolina, said he had 
been a member of the committee at the last session, 
to whom a communication, of similar import to 
this, had been referred, and a general impression 
prevailed that the writer must be a madman. 
Those who examined the papers were entirely 
satisfied that no injustice had been done to this 
man. If the gentleman from Alabama considered 
these papers entitled to any credit, it would be his 
duty to have a select committee raised to examine 
them. Mr. 8S. was confident the Committee on 
the Judiciary would not look into them, because, 
as far as it did look into the similar papers at the 
last session, the committee was satisfied they were 
not worth its notice. ‘ 

Mr. Witttams, of North Carolina, said, if he 
did vote for the reference of these papers, it would 
be with the most perfect conviction, on his mind, 
that the inquiry would result in the clear acquittal 
of the judge who is accused. The gentleman 
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who had thought proper to bring forward these 
charges, was no stranger to many members of this 
House; and the gentleman who last spoke had 
informed the House that some members of the 
Judiciary Committee, at the last session, believed 
him to be insane. He believed the whole history 
of that person’s life was such as in some degree 
to justify this impression, and it was high time 
that Congress should cease to be harassed by him. 
He was totally opposed to printing the documents 
in this or any case presented to the House, before 
they iad passed under the review of a committee. 
Suppose these accusations should turn out, as he 
bad so doubt they would turn out, to be frivolous 
and unworthy of the consideration of the House; 
would it not be a subject of regret, that so much 
importance ,had been given to these papers as to 
print them ? 

Mr. Moore assured the House that he was far 
from desiring to take any course which should 
blast the reputation of Judge Tait, as the gentle- 
man from Tennessee himself. He did not sup- 
pose such would be the effect of printing the pa- 

rs. Mr. M. said he was not like the gentleman 
loom North Carolina, who seemed to have pre- 
judged this case, and to be acquainted with the 

titioner. Mr. M. had never seen the man, 
though he had heard of him ; but, as to the peti- 
tioner’s integrity, he thought the gentleman had 
prejudged the case. .He knew nothing which 
should prevent him from being heard when pre- 
ferring charges in an attitude so imposing as 
these. The letter contained some evidence of 
more importance than mere hearsay. It referred 
to documents taken from the records of a court. 
It certainly could not blast the reputation of an 
individual to print what was matter of record in 
acourt. This man was entitled to be heard, he 
thought; but, to accommodate the gentlemen, he 
withdrew that part of his motion which related 
to printing the papers, and varied his motion so 
as to read as follows: 

‘* Resolved, That the communication and accompa- 
nying documents of E. Lewis, Esq., impeaching the 
official conduct of Charles Tait, one of the judges of 
the United States court for the district of Alabama, be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ; and that 
they be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
the official conduct of the said Charles Tait, on re- 
port the result of their inquiry.” 

Mr. Witutams said he had avowed, when up 
before, that he was not opposed to the reference 
of this memorial, &c. This declaration might 
have assured the gentleman from Alabama that 
he was not disposed to prejudge the case. Nor, 
Mr. W. said, did he pretend to any acquaintance 
with the person who had forwarded this memo- 
rial. It was his character, and not his person, he 
said, that was known to many members of this 
House; and how known? Some six or eight 

ears ago, it would be recollected by many mem- 

ers, this Mr. Lewis sent forward, more than once, 


some very grave charges to this House, against 
Judge Toulmin, who was then one of the judges 
of the United States for the Territory of Alaba- 
ma. The House at length took them up, and 


Charges against Judge Tait. 



































set aside or corrected. 
day’s occurrence, without any imputation being 


466 
H. or R. 


CONGRESS. 





appointed a committee to investigatethem. The 
committee, having done so, reported the charges 
to be frivolous and unfounded. The 
from Alabama himself recollects that, at the last 
session, the same individual preferred charges 
against Judge Tait, and we are now assured, by 
a member of that committee, that it was believed 
by some of them, after examining them, that the 
man was not in his right senses. 
standing all this acquaintance with the memori- 
alist, Mr. W. was willing his charges should be 
investigated. But, how long, said he, are we 
to be troubled in this way? I suppose, if he sends 
us on frivolous charges against the judges for 
ninety and nine times, we are patiently to hear 
him the hundredth time, even though, as now, he 
intimates he has no new matter to present to the 
House. 
that a stop should be put to such proceedings, and 
he hoped, after this investigation, to hear no more 
of this person’s charges, &c. 


gentleman 


But, notwith- 


It was due to the character of the House 


Mr. Wriacut said he had a perfect recollection 


of the case of Judge Toulmin, against whom 
charges were preferred by this Mr. Lewis; and 
the committee which investigated that subject 
found the conduct of the judge to have been per- 
fectly unexceptionable. 
ed States on this floor, Mr. W. said, ought to be 
very cautious how they brought matters of this 
sort into the House, and ought not to do it but 
upon their own belief in the truth of the accusa- 
tions. 
Speaker and other members having received let- 
ters from madmen, complaining of supposed griev- 
ances, &c.—and in the course of his experience, 
every member of Congress will recollect such 
cases. 
judicial decisions of Judge Tait, they are subject 


Members who represent- 


He recollected, at the last session, the 


If there has been any thing wrong in the 


to revision in a higher tribunal, and can there be 
This was a case of every 


cast on the court below for its decision, &c. The 
House would have nothing else to do, if it were 
to undertake the duty of the higher courts in this 
respect, &c. 

Mr. Convict moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out all that part of it which is in #alic, 
so as to leave the subject free of instructions to 
the committee. 

Mr. Sanpers said, after what had passed, he 
should consider it the duty of the Committee on 
the Judiciary to examine into the subject, and 
make full report upon it, however frivolous he 
himself might have considered the acensation. 

Mr. Ross, of Ohio, said it was the right of 
every citizen to petition this House, when he feels 
himself aggrieved by the conduct of any public 
officer, and to have that conduct examined into. 
If any one department of the Government ought 
to be more especially pure than another, it was 
certainly the Judiciary. It was due not only to 
the accuser, but to the accused, that this reference 
should be made. There was no evidence before 
the House, that this man was of such a character 
that his statements were not worthy of attention. 
What; Mr. R. asked, do the people send us here 








467 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


<ceesene ea CAS rtens ALE eESCC ETC A NEC TCECnCCtitn teeta 


H. or R. 


for? Why is this House invested with such im- 
portant inquisitorial powers, if it be not that it 
may examine into any onagee or reported abuses 
of the Government? Mr. R. was opposed to the 
amendment proposed ; he wished the committee 
to have all the power, all the instruction, which 
the resolution will give them, if passed as it now 
stands. 

Mr. Moore expressed his deference for the years 
and information of the gentleman from Mary- 
land; but, so far as the gentleman seemed to sup- 

that he had beonaht forward the memorial, 
opanacry remark, if censure was due for its being 
brought before the House, he (Mr. M.) was free 
from it, and the gentleman should have addressed 
himself elsewhere. [Mr. Wricut explained ; he 
thought that Mr. Moors, and not the Speaker, 
had presented the memorial.} Mr. M. said he 
had not imputed to the gentleman from North 
Carolina the having prejudged the case, but the 
character of the individual who had forwarded it 
to the Speaker. So far as the official course of 
the judge is implicated by the documents which 
he has forwarded, and no farther, does Mr. Lewis 
wish an inquiry. Mr. M. said that he had him- 
self heard charges made against Judge Tait, and 
by men of respectability—by men inferior to none 
on this floor in point of character, in relation to 
the condemnation of those slaves spoken of in the 
letter which had been read. This’ charge has 
been made by others than Edwin Lewis; by in- 
dividuals of as good standing and character as 
most of us can boast of. The documents fur- 
nished by Mr. Lewis in support of the charges, 
whatever they may be, are taken from the records 
of the court, and therefore entitled to credit. The 
inquiry was due, he said, to the person who holds 
the office, to vindicate his judicial character, and 
it was due also to thc individual who had pre- 
ferred the charges agains\ that officer. 

Mr. Netson, of Maryland, was in favor of the 
amendment. Ifthe gentleman from Alabama had 
contented himself with moving a reference of the 
papers to the Committee on the Judiciary, he for 
one should have made no objection; for, however 
a nO he might be to guard the judiciary against 
malevolent vituperations, he was not disposed to 
rescue them from charges, supported, or pretended 
to be supported, by evidence. He thought the in- 
quiry ought to be made. But what was proposed 
by the gentleman from Alabama? Was ita simple 
reference of the memorial, according to the usage 
of this House? No; but to refer it, by a resolu- 
tion which, in itself, amounts to an implication 
upon the character of the judge, and calls upon 
this House in some degree to sanction the charges 
against him. If the gentleman from Alabama 
was to be understood as proposing this resolution 
on grounds independent of the papers presented by 
the memorialist, Mr. N. said he could cheerfully 
vote for the resolution ; but, if it rested on no other 
foundation than this petition, he would not give 
to itso much importance and consideration as to 
consent to the adoption of a resolution which does 
implicate the conduct of Judge Tait. 
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to sanction this imputation? This petition was 
presented to this House at the last session ; the 
Committee on the Judiciary had it under their 
consideration, and they found nothing in the peti- 
tion or documents (to induce them formally to in- 
vestigate the case. Now, Mr. N. put it to the 
House, and particularly to the gentleman from 
Alabama, whether, after having once examined 
the case, and the committee being satisfied that 
there was no reasonable ground for complaint 
against the judge, it was becoming in the House 
to lend its sanction to a resolution deliberately 
implicating the character of a judge? If the gen- 
tleman would consent to lay his resolution on the 
table, Mr. N. said he would vote for the reference 
of the papers; but he could not consent, and he 
was sure this House would not, viewing it as he 
did, consent to pass this resolution. 

Mr. Moore said, as far as was consistent with 
what he believed to be his duty, he was disposed 
to accommodate gentlemen, and o wished he could 
accommodate the gentleman from Maryland to the 
extent of his wish; and he assured him, that if the 
effect of his resolution would be to make an impu- 
tation upon the character of a judge without just 
ground for it, he should be glad the business would 
take that course which the gentleman proposed. 
But, Mr. M. said these papers had not been read; 
nor were they read at the last session ; he therefore 
wished to have a report upon them from the Judi- 
ciary Committee. And what have we to dread, 
said Mr. M., if they should be required to inquire 
into the truth of the charges? No more injury 
could be done to the character of the judge by 
asking them to inquire into this matter, than would 
be done by a bare reference of the documents. 

Mr. Conner moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The motion was negatived—ayes 63, noes 64. 


Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, said, if the gentleman 
would withdraw his resolution, and move a re- 
ference of the papers simply, there would not bea 
dissenting voice on the question. But, if this form 
of proceeding was persisted in, there would be a 
division on the question, when there was in truth 
no objection to the reference of the memorial, but 
to the mode of doing it. 

The question on striking out the latter part of 
the resolution having been previously agreed to— 

Mr. Conpicr moved to lay the resolution, as 
amended, on the table; which motion was nega- 
tived—ayes 61, noes 62. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
resolution, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
71. So it was 

Resolved, That the communication and accompany- 
ing documents of E. Lewis, Esq., impeaching the offi- 
cial conduct of Charles T'ait, one of the judges of the 
United States court for the district of Alabama, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

After announcing the decision— 


The Speaker rose, and said, that, in regard to 
these papers, whatever might be his personal feel- 


And, Mr. | ing, he did not think that he hada right to forbear 


N. said, under what circumstances are we asked | laying them before the House. He had sometimes 
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felt hesitation in laying before this House eapers assembled, That so much of the above treaties (between 
forwarded to him as Speaker; and in cases where | the United States and the Creek and Cherokee In- 
the matter contained in them was obviously libel- | dians,.concluded on the 9th of August, 1814; 8th July, 
lous, he had forborne. Buta charge of the nature | 1817; and 27th February, 1819,) as pretends to grant 
of this, though it may, as he trusted it would, turn | the Indians fee simple titles to lands within the 
out to be utterly libellous, might be otherwise, and | !imits of Georgia, is a violation of the sovereign rights 


: ‘+}_ | of that State. 
the Speaker thought he had not the right to with 2. Resolved, That so much of the said treaties as 


hold the papers from the House. purports to grant to the Indians the rights of citizen- 
The House adjourned to Monday. ship, is a violation of the rights of Congress. 
3. Resolved, That the sum of be appropriated 
for the purpose of holding treaties with the Creek and 
Monpay, December 30. Cherokee Indians for the extinguishment of their title 
Mr. Forwarp and Mr. Stewart presented pe- | to lands within the limits of Georgia. 
titions from sundry inhabitants of the State of | 4. Resolved, ‘That so much of the treaty, made the 
Pennsylvania, praying for the aid of Congress in | 27th of February, 1819, as directs a large portion of 
opening a water communication between the head | the public lands to be sold, and the proceeds to be 
waters of the rivers Potomac and Ohio. vested in some public stock by the President of the 
Mr. McLane presented a memorial and peti- United States, and to be disposed of by him for the 
tion of the President and Directors of the Chesa- | benefit of the Cherokee Indians, does not accord with 
peake and Delaware Canal Company, praying for the policy of the General Government, and the power 
the aid of Congress to enable them to complete | ° Contes over the public property. : 
the objects of their undertaking; which several| |The amendment reported from the Committee 


petitions were referred to the Committee on Roads | Of the Whole proposes to strike out the three first 

and Canals. resolutions, and in lieu thereof to insert as fol- 
Mr. Nea.e presented a petition of the levy | lows: 

court of the county of Alexandria, in the District | “ Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that an 

of Columbia, signed by Francis Peyton, praying | appropriation be made by Congress, of a sum adequate 

that the powers of the said court may be more dis- | to the extinguishment of the Indian title to the re- 

tinctly defined and eniarged; which petition was | setves embraced within certain treaties of the 9th of 


referred to the Commiséee for the District of Co- | August, 1814; 8th July, 1817; and 27th February, 
lumbia. 1819; with the Cherokee and Creek Indians, and that 


On motion of Mr. Watker, the Committee of | the Committee of Ways and Means be ae to 
Ways and Means were instructed to inquire into aioe an appropriation in conformity with this reso- 
the expediency of making an appropriation ade- Sd , 
quate to the extinguishment of the reservations| , Mr. Tarrnatt then, understanding that his de- 
granted to the Creek and Cherokee tribes of In-| Sire to obtain an 7 report and full investigation 
dians, by the treaties concluded on the 9th of Au-| Of this subject would be as well answered by 
gust, 1814; on the 8th of July, 1817; and on the | 2dopting the amendment proposed by Mr. Ranxin, 
29th of February, 1819. when the subject was last under consideration, as 

Mr. Ne son, of Virginia, submitted the follow- | by his own motion, and having also consulted his 
ing resolution, which was read, and ordered to lie | colleagues on the subject, withdrew his opposition 
on the table one day : to it, and expressed his hope that it would be 

Resolved, That the President of the United States | *8teed eG. eee 
be requested to lay before this House such information| Mr. F’. Jones expressed some objection to the 
as may be in possession of any of the Departments, | 'esolve, on the ground that it was supererogatory ; 
relating to the proceedings of the Board of Commis- | @ resolution embracing all reservations, in other 
sioners appointed to adjust the land titles in the Ter- | States as well as Georgia, having passed this 
ritory of Florida. House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from | Mr. Tartnaut rejoined, that it was the object 
the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania, en- | of himself and his colleagues that the case of reser- 
closing the return of the election of Daniex | Vtions within the limits of the State of Georgia 
Upree, one of the Representatives from that | Should be separately examined and acted upon. 


State; which were referred to the Committee of The resolution, moved by Mr. RANKIN, was 
Elections. then agreed to by the House, in the following 


’ 7 a & al r x words : 
ee AND CREEK oe &e. Resolbed, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
e House proceeded to consider the report of | be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 

the Committee of the Whole on the state of the an appropriation adequate to the purchase of the res- 
Union, upon the joint resolutions for carrying into | ervations, made in favor of the Creek and Cherokee 
effect certain articles of agreement entered into | Indians, within the territory ceded to Georgta. 
between the United States and Georgia, on the ss a “acacia 
24th of April, 1802, appended to the report made MILITIA, ARMY, AND NAVY. 
by a select committee on the 7th of January last ; The House then, on motion of Mr. CANNON, 
which said resolutions are as follow: proceeded to the consideration of sundry resolu- 

1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent-| tions submitted by him on the 11th instant, in the 
atives of the United States of America in Congress | words following : 
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‘Resolved, That it is expedient to provide for the 
national defence by improving the militia of the Uni- 
ted States. . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether it is most expedient 
to improve the militia throughout the United States, 
by means of the Military Academy, or that of the en- 
campment of the officers, by brigades, or otherwise, 
under proper regulations. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing the preference given to the cadets educated at 
the public expense, in the Military Academy at West 
Point, in entering the public service, over others of 
equal qualifications and merit, who are, or may be, 
educated at their own expense, or that of their parents 
or friends, at the school, under the superintendence 
of Captain Partridge, in the State of Vermont, or at 
any other place in the United States. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of em- 
ploying the regular army, or a part thereof, in the 
erection of fortifications during a state of peace, instead 
of having them built by contract in the way hereto- 
fore pursued. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be direct- 
ed to make a statement to this House, containing the 
names and grade of the officers belonging to the Naval 
Establishment of the United States, and the duties 
each officer is performing ; also, the number of offi- 
cers of each different grade necessary to command in 
active service the vessels of war at this time belong- 
ing to the Navy. 


{In calling these resolves up, Mr. CANNON dis- 
claimed any intention to debate them, desiring, as 
far as he was concerned, that a silent vote should 
be taken on them.] 

No debate arose on the resolutions, and they 
were decided upon as follows: 

First. Carried without a division. 

Second. Carried—65 to 33. 

Third. Carried—70 to 38. 

Fourth. Carried without a division. 

Fifth. Carried without opposition. 


So the whole five were agreed to. 


LOTS IN PEORIA VILLAGE. 


The House then, according to the order of the 
day, resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
on the bill to confirm certain claims to lots in the 
village of Peoria, in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. Coox explained at considerable length the 
merits of these claims, arid the reasons which jus- 
tified their confirmation. 

Mr. Rankin stated the reasons why, as chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands, he had 
been opposed to reporting the bill, and why he 
Was now opposed to its passage. 

Mr. Cook rejoined, earnestly supporting the bill, 
on the ground of its equity, &c. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading— 


Mr. McCoy said that the amount of land em- 
braced by the bill was not of much importance, 
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(not exceeding 172 acres,) bat the principle of the 
bill was. He was apprehensive that out of the 
grant of 172 acres would grow at least 172 more 
villages. Wherever, in any part of the West, an 
inhabitant sets himself down in the fork of a river 
to trade with the Indians, there another village wil] 
arise, and a grant of the land be asked for on the 
same ground. He objected further to the bill, 
that it was not accompanied by any written re- 
port. He moved to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Public Lands, in order to obtain such a 
report. 


Hereupon arose a debate, of length and earnest- 
ness disproportionate to the importance of the bill, 
in the course of which the object of the bill was 
opposed by Messrs. Rankin, McCoy, Cockz, 

ARDIN, and CoLpEN; and supported by Mr. 
Cook, against them all. 


In the course of the debate, it appeared that the 
passage of the bill was asked of the House asa 
matter of grace, but upon principles alleged to 
have been recognised by repeated acts of legisla- 
tion. Many of the settlers in the village of Pe- 
oria, were there as far back as the year 1776. A 
vote of Congress, in the year 1781, reserved from 
sale lands sufficient to liquidate the claims of all 
actual settlers within certain limits, which limits 
did not include the village of Peoria, but if they 
had included that village, would have confirmed 
these claims. In the year 1809, the land officers 
were authorized, by an act of Congress, to take 
cognizance of the claims, but, the war soon break- 
ing out, the act was not carried into effect. Sub- 
sequently, another law was passed, to the same 
effect. So far, there had been a recognition by 
Congress of these settlers having an equitable 
claim. The ignorance of these settlers, and their 
remoteness from the scene of the land office busi- 
ness, &c., had prevented them completing their 
titles, which they are now likely to be prevented 
from doing, by the location, upon that settlement, 
of what is called a floating title, derived under 
the act for the relief of certain inhabitants of 
Vincennes, but which could not of right be ap- 
plied to land respecting which, as in this case, 
prior claims were pending before Congress. 


On the other hand, it was argued, that these 
persons at Peoria have no claim to this land, nor 
even any promise, either of this Government or 
of either of the Governments which have formerly 
held that country; and that liberality and char- 
ity were no proper foundation for a claim in their 
behalf, upon this House. Precedents, it was urged, 
constituted no argument in favor of these grants, 
and, if that argument was allowed weight, the 
whole land belonging to the United States would 
be asked and granted away. It was time to stop 
giving away the public lands. Besides, it was 
said, that the title derived to another individual, 
from the location of the floating title, whatever it 
was, ought not to be disturbed or set aside by the 
posterior legislation of Congress. 

Mr. McCoy having withdrawn his motion for 
recommitment of the bill— 


Mr. Cocke, to try the question of rejection, 


ano acon rc? > 


a a | a © 


nS 


Goof 


soe © ee @ 


—_— 


- & 









HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Surgeons in the Navy. 


474 
H. or R. 


473 


DecemBer, 1822. 














moved to strike out the enactiag clause of the Senin G. and Benjamin Roberts, tnanthen aun 
bill. | the said petition, was recommitied to the Com- 
When this question was finally taken, it was | mittee of Claims. : 
decided as follows: On motion of Mr. JENNINGS, the petition of 
For striking out the enacting clause 59 | William Saltmarsh was cee to the Com- 
Against striking it out - 57 | mittee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, 
Se the bill was rejected by a majority of two | with instructions to report the facts in relation to 
votes. the case of the petitioner. 
On motion of Mr. Monteomery, it was resolv- 
_ed that the claim of Nancy Armon, to be paid 
Tuespay, eee ei rina 8 |the amount of Loan Office certificate No, 490, 
Mr. Morgan presented a memorial of the Pre-| submitted by resolution of Congress on the 6th 
sident and Directors of the Fire Insurance Com- | day of January, 1817, to the then Committee on 
pany, of pe oepanpe ler a bon ma ih any ” Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, be now re- 
sig ay tems Cong he neal Gane, wih we papers accompanying the a 
~ | claim, to the present Committee on Pensions an 
andria, provision may be made forthe withdrawal lanes Claims, and that the said commit- 
of re enone as nd b a See to con- | tee do inquire into the sxpedieney oh Si the 
tinue their interests 1n said dank. said Nancy Armon the amount of the said Loan 
Mr. Kenr presented a petition of Mary Wilson, | Office ee 
Wi ing to be divorced from Captain William | he Speaxer laid before the House a report of 
ilson, her husband, who she alleges has aban- | the Secretary of War on so much of the petition 
doned her for several years, and is now a freeboot- | of William Mahy as was referred to him; which 
er in the West India seas.—Referred to the Com- | report was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
mittee for the District of Columbia. | Mr. Taytor, of New York, reciting the pro- 














Mr. McLane made a report on the petition of | 
George B. R. Gove, accompanied by a bill for his | 
retief ; which bill was read twice, and committed | 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CampBeELL, of Ohio, from the Committee | 
on Private Land Claims, to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the | 
relief of the heirs of Alexander Montgomery, de- | 
ceased,” reported the same with amendments, and | 
the bill was committed to the Committee of the | 
whole House to which is committed the bill for | 
the relief of Woodson Wren. 

Mr. Fuucer, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing to the widowed mother of | 
Lieutenant William Allen, a half-pay pension, 
made a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief | 
of the mother and unmarried sister of Lieutenant | 
William H. Allen, deceased ; (allowing $150 per | 
annum each;) which bill was read twice, and | 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr Futter, from the same committee, to which | 
was recommitted the bill to incorporate the United | 
States Naval Fraternal Association for the relief | 
of the families of deceased officers, reported the | 





same with amendments. 
ments were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, to whom the subject was committed, re- 
ported a joint resolution authorizing the delivery 
of rifles promised to Captain Aikin’s volunteers 
at the siege of Plattsburgh; which was read, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The House then took up the resolve which was 


irginia, calling on the President for information 
as to the proceedings of the Commissioners of 
Land Claims in Florida, and agreed thereto. 

_ On motion of Mr. Witiiams, of North Caro- 
lina, the report of the Committee of Claims, made 
on the fifth of March, 1822, on the petition of 


The bill and amend- | 


| Office Department. 


qppteneay laid on the table, by Mr. Netson, of | 


visions of the acts for securing to patentees their 


rights, said, there appeared to be a deficiency in 


the law in this particular: that though it allowed 
triple damages for the violation of the rights of a 
patentee, it did not allow him to recover costs in 
the case, so that, though gaining his cause, the 
patentee might in reality be a loser in theend. It 
appeared to him that such an alteration of the 
law could be devised as to allow costs in all cases 
in which damages are allowed. To bring this 
subject before the House, he moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
costs in all cases where damages may be recovered 
for the violation of the rights of patentees, under the 
several acts concerning the issue of patents for useful 
discoveries and inventions.” 


The resolution was agreed to. | 
The House then took up the bill to continue in 
force the provisions of law which establish the 


| present mode of supplying the Army of the Uni- 


ted States; and the bill was, without objection, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Srewarrt, of Pennsylvania, 
it was 

Resolved, by unanimous consent, That the Post- 
master General be directed to communicate to this 
House such information as may be in his possession, 
showing the state and condition of the Cumberland 


| road, and that he state whether any obstacles exist to 
the safe and speedy transportation of the United 
| States Mail upon said road ; and what effect they may 


have, if not removed, on the expenditures of the, Pest 


SURGEONS IN THE NAVY. 

| Mr. Mircnext, of South Carolina, rose and 
| said, he begged leave to introduce a resolution 
with regard to the surgeons’ department in the 
Navy. His mind had been led to this subject by 
the state of our West India fleet. It would be 
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recollected that some time since the Macedonian | the House deterfhined to reconsider the vote by 
returned from her cruise with the loss of eighty | which the bill, confirming the claims to lots ip 
men ; the last accounts from the Cyane were, that | the village of Peoria was rejected. 


she lay at Laguira, with a dreadful mortality | 


raging on board of her; and the situation of the 
Peacock was no better. He said that, at first, the 
mortality on board of the Macedonian was at- 
tributed to her not being properly purified after 
her return from the Pacific ocean. That, he be- 
lieved, had been made a subject of inquiry by a 
naval court, and, upon investigation, it had been 
ascertained that every art of purification had been 
employed to cleanse her. He said that he had 
not observed that the crews of the merchant ves- 
sels‘employed in the West India trade had been 
afflicted in this way, and he could not but attrib- 
ute it to some defect in the surgeons’ department. 
He hoped that it was not so; but it wasa subject 
worthy of the attention of the House. He con- 
sidered the Navy as our proper defence—that it 
had not only protected our commerce, but given 
character to our nation—and that it was our duty 
to watch over it with the greatest solicitude. 

Mr. MircHe.vw’s resolution was in the follow- 


ing words: 
‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 


rected to inform this House, how many surgeons and 
surgeons’ mates are on duty, and where; what are 
the annual receipts of each; and, where additional 
pay is received for extra service, what is the nature 
and extent of such service. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


INTERCOURSE WITH HAYTI. 


Mr. Hitt submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire inio the present state of the 
trade and intercourse between the United States and 
the Island of Hayti, and report what measures would 
be necessary to improve the commerce between those 
countries. ‘ 

Mr. H. said he was aware that another branch 
of the Government had called for information 
from the President on this subject. If any were 
obtained by that call, this House should avail it- 
self of the advantage of it. Be that as it might, 
Mr. H. said he was very desirous that the com- 
mittee should now be directed to investigate this 
subject, for he had contemplated submitting a 
similar resolution at the last session, and should 
have done it, were it not that we then had impor- 
tant negotiations depending with some of the 
Powers of Europe. That now ceases to be the 
case. Hayti is one of the largest islands on the 
globe, and contains in some parts of it a dense 


population, a great share of effective labor, and | 


possesses, within itself, the resources of an em- 
pire. He hoped therefore the resolution might be 
adopted. 

\ The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was agreed to without debate. 


PEORIA LOTS IN ILLINOIS. 


On motion of Mr. Coven, with a view to 
allowing to gentlemen who wished it, an oppor- 
tunity for the further consideration of the subject, 


The bill being thus again brought before the 
House— 

The debate upon its merits was resumed, at 
greater length than yesterday, and with increased 
interest. 

This seems to be the proper place to notice the 
principal objection yesterday taken by Mr. Ray- 
KIN to the bill, overlooked in our account of the 
debate. It was this: that the grants were pro- 
posed to be made, in this case, not merely to set- 
tlers previous to 1783, but to settlers as far up as 
the year 1813, involving, in this respect, a princi- 
ple never heretofore recognised by our laws. 

Mr. Wricut supported the bill in a speech of 
some length, in which he maintained that the 
right derived from occupation is in some respects 
a divine right, and the right of these individuals 
was of such a character as Congress had almost 
as little right to take from them as it had to take 
the Jands from the Indians without their consent. 

Mr. Vance quoted the ordinance of 1789, to 
show, as he contended, that these individuals had 
a right to a confirmation of their claims inde- 
pendent of considerations of grace, good will, or 
generosity. 

Mr. Cocke expressed his regret that the bill 
had been again brought before the House, to 
which he was not less opposed to-day than he was 
yesterday. If these people have a legal right, as 
now contended, to the lands on which they are 
settled, it is in itself an argument against the bill, 
and not in its favor, because making it unneces- 
sary. 

Mr. JENNINGS rose to move a recommitment of 
the bill to the Committee of Public Lands. He 
thought these people had a certain claim on the 
Government, but not to the extent of this bill. 
He was not willing to recognise the titles of set- 
tlers so far down as the year 1813. 

Mr. Haropin, of Kentucky, was in favor of the 
recommitment of the bill, delivering at length his 
reasons against the bill as it now stood, on the 
same grounds as were yesterday assumed against it. 

Mr. Woopson, of Kentucky, delivered his sen- 
timents also at length in favor of this bill, and of 
the general policy of granting lands to the earlier 
settlers on the remote borders of the country, 
among the Indians, &c., to whose hardihood and 
enterprise the settlement of the fairest portion of 
our country is owing. He dwelt, too, on the su- 
periority of the equitable claim of these settlers 
over the claim of the man, who, with a floating 
title, was attempting to dispossess them of their 
humble cabins and the little improvements which 
constitute their all. 

Mr. RANKIN supported the recommitment of 
the bill, if the House was disposed to pass it. He 
adverted to the principle of this Government in 
regard to settlement rights, which had been to 
recognise settlement rights down. to the time at 
which the last military post was surrendered. 
This time, in Illinois and Indiana, was 1783. If, 
then, these claims were recognised up to the year 
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1813, Congress would establish a new principle. | that he proposed this amendment. He replied to 
In doing so, they would tread on dangerous a Mr. CAMPBELL, and to the arguments in favor of 


and the extent to which the precedent would carry 


them could not be foreseen, as there were claims | occupation. 


of this description in several other of the States 
and Territories. 

Mr. Cook next took the floor in eres of the 
bill, and to show that this was a peculiar case, re- 
quiring peculiar legislation, owing to these men 
being driven from their possessions during the late 
war, and not having therefore had an uninter- 
rupted possession of their lots in Peoria, though 
many had been there since 1776. He dwelt upon 
the peculiar situation of these people, poor, isola- 
ted, partly of Indian and partly of French de- 
scent, &c., and incapable of asserting their own 
rights. 

Mr. Mauvary supported the bill on the ground 
of the equitable right, and even legal right, of 
these individuals, to a recognition of their titles, 
and also on the ground of the policy of the meas- 
ure. In answer to the allegation that the Gov- 
ernment legislates too freely on the subject of 
Western lands, &c., Mr. M. arvued, that in every 
new country there naturally exists a perpetual 
source of legislation. The early settlers in it de- 
serve our protection and our interference to see 
that they.are protected in their equitable rights. 

Mr. Wa ker, of North Carolina, also was in 
favor of the bill on the ground of humanity, than 
which he knew none more worthy of being a 
motive for legislation, &c. 

Mr. F.Loyp spoke in favor of the recommitment 
of the bill, not so much from hostility to granting 
these particular lots, as from hostility to the prin- 
ciple on which the grant is proposed to be allowed. 

Some further debate took place between Messrs. 
Wricut, Vance, Fioyp, Jenninas, STERLING 
of New York, Wiuttams of North Carolina, 
Raea, and Woop. 

The question was at length taken on the re- 
commitment of the bill, and decided in the nega- 
tive—74 votes to 66. 

The question was then taken on the previously 
pending question to strike out the enacting clause, 
and decided in the negative. 

Mr. Harbin moved to amend the bill so as to 
limit the recognition to settlements previous to 
the year 1783. 

Mr. CampseELL, of Ohio, delivered his opinion 
that this bill was not a new principle, though not 
conformable to the general principles of our land 
laws. He adverted to the grants to the Moravian 
Indians, &c., made under peculiar circumstances. 
He thought the circumstances of these Peorians 
such as to authorize this grant to them, at least as 
much as the grants to Moravians and others. 

Mr. Vance said that if the grant was limited 
as proposed by the amendment, it would be in 
vain to pass the bill, these people keeping no re- 
cords, and not being able to trace their titles, &e. 

Mr. Cook cenfirmed this view of the operation 
of the amendment. 

Mr. Haroin said that he had no doubt that 
these persons were settlers of not more than ten or 
twelve years standing, and it was to test that fact 


from 


titles derived, or gyn to be derived 
-H. contended that this bill re- 


Mr. 


| cognised a principle which he considered as alarm- 


a 


ing. 

Mr. Ruea was in favor of the amendment, 
considering the bill, without it, as establishing an 
entirely new principle. There were people enough 
alive, he was persuaded, who could establish by 
their testimony the rights of those people prior to 
1783, if such rights really exist. 

The proposed amendment was negatived. 

And then the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading; and the House adjourned to 
Thursday. 





Tuurspay, January 2, 1823. 

Mr. Mercer presented a petition of Joseph 
Smith of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, 
praying to be allowed and paid the wages and 
ot due for the services of a negro slave 

longing to him, who was a seaman on board 
the United States ship of war Wasp, in the late 
war with Great Britain, and lost in that vessel ; 
which petition was refered to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, towhom thesubject was referred by res- 
olution, reported a bill extending the time for is- 
suing and locating military land warrants to offi- 
cersand soldiers of the Revolutionary army ; which 
was read and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House to which is committed the bill to 
extend the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants. 

Mr. Rankin, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject was referred by resolution, reported a 
bill reviving the fifth section of an act of the 3d 
of March, 1811, giving certain pre-emption rights 
in the State of Louisiana ; which was read twice 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
last mentioned. 

Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, also from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, made an unfavorable re- 
port on the petition of the Western Miss:onary 
Society, in the State of Ohio, asking of Congress 
a grant of land, the better to enable them to effect 
the civilization of the Indians within the sphere 
of their operations; which report was agreed to 
by the House. 

The resolution laid on the table on Tuesday, 
calling for certain information respecting the Sur- 
geons of the Navy, was taken up; but, on motion 
of Mr. Mircue.t, of South Carolina, (who in- 
troduced it,) it was ordered again to lie on the 
table, to await some information he expected to 
receive on the subject, before he wished the resolve 
acted upon. 

Mr. RANKIN submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table 
one day, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with a statement of: 
the several amounts which have arisen from the sales 
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of public lands, within the States of Ohio, Indiana | and external commerce, by affording increased facijj. 
Mississippi, Illinois, Alabama, and Missouri, appropri- | ties to transportation, and a consequent reduction jp 
ated by law for “ opening roads and canals leading, to | the price of foreign articles ; give a new impulse to in. 
said States,” and the amount which has been paid or | dustry in our customary pursuits, and multiply and 
is due to each of said States, and appropriated by law | present additional objects for the useful and productive 
for opening roads and canals ‘‘ within the same.” | employment - ark pre increase varie bility tu 
; use | Consume, and, with the progressive value of our pub. 

seonae om sey i ee | lic domains, produce a corresponding accession to our 
titles, to wit: “An act for the relief of John By- | revenue ; operate as a powerful auxiliary to the full 





ers,” and “An act for the relief of Alexander | 


Humphrey and Sylvester Humphrey ;” in which 
-bills they ask the concurrence of this House. 


| development of our dormant resources, by extending 
| the means of internal intercourse, and exchange of the 
| productions, raw materials, and manufactured articles 
of the different sections of the Union ; tend to assimilate 


On motion of Mr. Sistey, the Committee on | our habits, diffuse our knowledge, multiply kindred ties 
the Judiciary were instructed to inquire whether | of the dearest nature, drawing around our hearts more 
any, and, if any, what, alterations and amend- | closely the cords of sympathy, and national feeling ; pro- 
ments are necessary to be made in the ordinance | mote true economy by the most advantageous investment 
of Congress of the 13th of July, 1787, so far as | of the public funds, leaving eternal traces of their ex. 
said ordinance is made applicable to the Legisla- | penditure ; adding to the strength and durability of 
tive and Judicial Departments of the Territory | the Government, by enabling it to concentrate, with 
of Michigan by the act of the 11th of January, | certainty, economy, and despatch, its forces, either to 
1805, entitled “An act to divide the Indiana Ter- | chastise a daring invader, or quell misguided civil tu. 


ritory into two separate governments.” 

On motion of Mr. Tarrna.t, the Committee 
of Ways and Means were instructed to inquire 
into the necessity of an appropriation for the pur- 


pose of rendering efficient the public defences | 


within the harbor of Savannah. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Commissioners appointed to ascertain claims 
and titles to land within the Territories of Florida, 
setting forth that, in consequence of the great 
sickness and mortality which prevailed at Pensa- 


| mult; and, co-operating with a judicious system, for 
| the arrangement and protection of the skill and in- 
| dustry of our own citizens, from the counteracting and 
| destructive policy of foreign Governments, render us 
| completely independent, prosperous, and happy :— 


| that the General Government should interpose in the 
| accomplishment, or at least render its aid in promot- 
, ing the whole, or some portion, of the following great 
| objects of internal improvement: A canal, or canals, 
| through the Isthmus of Barnstable : That part of New 
| Jersey, which extends from the Raritan to the Dela- 


Therefore, resolved ‘That it is expedient and proper — 


cola, in West Florida, during the last autumn, | ware: The Peninsula between the Delaware and the 
they are unable to complete the duties assigned | Chesapeake, and the tract of country which divides the 
them within the time prescribed by law, and ask- | Chesapeake from Albemarle Sound. Also, a canal 
ing for further time to complete their duties; | from Lake Erie, or its waters, to the Ohio river, or 


which letter was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of John Byers,” was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Alexander Humphrey and Sylvester 
Humphrey,” was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

An engrossed bill entitled “An act to continue 


the present mode of supplying the Army of the | 
United States,” was read the third time, and | 


passed. 

An engrossed bill to confirm certain claims to 
lots in the village of Peoria, in the State of Illi- 
nois, was read the third time, and the considera- 
tion thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. Woopson submitted the following resolu- 
tion, with the preamble prefixed thereto, viz: 

Whereas it is the duty of the Representatives of this 
nation to promote, to the extent of their zeal and abil- 
ities, the best interests, the highest destinies of their 
country ; and it is believed that nothing would contri- 
bute more essentially to the accomplishment of those 


| some one of its tributary streams, and around the falls 
| of Ohio; together with artificial roads, from three of 
| the great western rivers, the Alleghany, Kenhawa, and 
| Tennessee, to the nearest corresponding Atlantic rivers, 
_ the Susquehannah, or Juniata, James River, and either 
| the Santee or Savannah. And that the Committee 
/on Roads and Canals be instructed to report a bill, or 
| bills, in conformity to the foregoing resolution, em- 
| bracing the whole, or any portion of the specified ob- 
jects, as to them may seem most expedient. 
The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


MICHIGAN LAND TITLES, &c. 

The bill “to revive and continue in force cer- 
tain acts for the adjustment of land claims in the 
Territory of Michigan, passed through a Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. i 
Mr. Rankin briefly explained the objects of 

the bill, and Mr. Sistey explained them more at 
large. go, 
This bill provides for reviving and continuing 
in force the powers of the commissioners for as- 
certaining and deciding on claims to land in the 
district of Detroit, and for settling the claims to 
land at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the 
| Territory of Michigan, until the 1st day of No- 
| vember next. ° 





great objects, than internal improvement, by means of | In the progress of the bill, Mr. SiBLey made , 

artificial roads and canals, which, when completed, | number of explanations in support of its different 

. would serve as a bond of union; keep the chain of | provisions, which he pressed upon the attention of 
our confederacy forever bright; enhance our internal ' the House with much earnestness. 
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ing as a new section : 
“Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 


Commissioners shal] be, and they are hereby, author- | 


jzed to inquire into all private claims to lands lying 
within the said district of Detroit, not heretofore acted 
upon, and the same confirm or reject, according to the 
evidence of title that shall be introduced by said claim- 
ant, which are embraced within any of the provisions 
of the act, entitled ‘An act supplemental to an act 
regulating the titles to lands in the Territory of 
Michigan, passed the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and cight,’ and the acts and 
parts of acts to which said act refers, in the same 
manner, and subject to the same limitations and con- 
ditions, as though the persons making such claims 
had exhibited their notices of claim to the register of 
the land office at Detroit, on or before the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and nine: Pro- 
vided, That no claims to lands, except such claims as 
have been exhibited, and made known to the Com- 
missioners, prior to the passage of this act, shall be 
embraced within the provisions of this section, nor 
shall any claim to a tract of land be confirmed which 
has been already sold or granted by the United 
States.” 


This proposed amendment was, after some de- 
bate, disagreed to by a considerable majority. 


The bill was then reported to the House, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The next bill in the orders of the day, was that 
to reduce the salaries of certain officers of the 
Government; which bill was, on the motion of 
Mr. Harpin, recommitted to the Committee on 
Retrenchment. 

. The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on the next order of the day, 
which was the report of the Committee of Claims 
on the petition of John Anderson and others; on 
which, after being in committee a few minutes, 
the Committee rose, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Tracy, re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the report of a committee adverse to the petition 
of Charles Townsend. 

[The petitioner resides in Buffalo, in the State 
of New York, and was appointed by the Com- 
missioners of Claims to take testimony relative to 
the claims of individuals for property destroyed 
by the enemy on the Niagara frontier during the 
late war. The report denies both the legality and 
equity of the claim.] 

A debate arose on this report, which Mr. Tra- 
cy endeavored to prevail on the House to reverse, 
in which he was aided by Messrs. Ross, WricurT, 
Jones, and Kirktanp; whilst Messrs. STERLING 
of New York, McCoy, Wituiams of North Caro- 
lina, and Bur.er, supported the report. 

The question was finally taken on striking out 
the word “ not” in the resolution annexed to the 
report on the case by the Committee of Claims, 
and was negatived—yeas 44, nays 64. 

The Committee then rose and made a report, 
and the House adjourned at 4 o’clock. 


17th Con. 2d Sess.~-16 


When the bill was gone through, Mr. Srazey | 
moved to amend it by adding thereto the follow- | 
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Josera M. Hernanpez, delegate from the Ter- 

'ritory of Florida, appeared, was qualified, and 
| took his seat in the House. 
Mr. Sip.ey presented a petition of sundry in- 
‘habitants of the Territory of Michigan, praying 
}that the said Territory may be admitted to the 
| second grade of territorial government, by the es- 
tablishment of a Territorial Senate and House of 
Representatives ; which petition was referred to 
‘the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill for the divorcement 
!of John Wheelwright (of this District,) and Car- 
oline Eliza Wheelwright; which was read, and 
concurred in by the House. 
| Mr. K., from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the memorial of Mary Wilson, 
(applying for a divorcement;) which was read 
and concurred in by the House. 

Mr. K. also reported a bill to confer certain 
power on the ar court in the District of Co- 
umbia, and for other purposes; which bill was 
twice read and committed. 

The resolution of Mr. Ranxtn, yesterday laid 
on the table, calling on the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for information relative to the amount of 
proceeds of sales of public lands in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Mississippi, Illinois, Alabama, and 
Missouri, appropriated for purposes of — 
roads and canals leading to States, was taken up 
and agreed to. 

The engrossed bill to revive and continue in 
force certain acts for the adjustment of land 
claims in the Territory of Michigan, was read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 

Mr. CaMBRELENG Offered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to furnish to this House the documents, 
heretofore referred to the Department of State, rela- 
ting to the claim of Jacob and Henry Schieffelin, 
against the British Government, for property seques- 
tered in December, 1813, together with any informa- 
tion he may possess, relating to the seizures and con- 
demnations of American vessels and cargoes, happen- 
ing to be, in the ordinary course of commerce, in the 
British ports at the commencement of the late war, 
referred to in the correspondence at Ghent. 

This resolution, by the rules of the House, was 
laid on the table one day. 

On motion of Mr. Barstow, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of modifying or repealing the laws 
providing for the allowance of salvage on all ves- 
sels and goods belonging to citizens of the United 
States, when recaptured by our public ships in 
time of peace. 

Mr. Rankin submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table 
one day, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to furnish this House with any inferma- 
tion he may possess, or in possession of any department 
of the Government, in relation to the number and lo- 
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cality of the salt springs, lead and copper mines, within 
any of the States or Territories of the United States, 
and which are the exclusive property of the Govern- 
ment; the quantity of land reserved at each; and if 
rented or leased, to whom they have been rented or 
leased ; the term of time and the amount agreed on 
and received for such lease or leases. 

‘Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be in- 
structed to inquire into and report in what bank the 
contingent funds of the House have been deposited, 
between the 23d day of February, 1815, and the 3d 
day of December, 1822; the amount deposited, the 
periods of making the deposites, the balance, if any, 
sail in the bank ; what sums, if any, have been ad- 
vanced on contracts, and when, and to whom, advan- 
ces, if any, may have been made. 


In offering this resolution, Mr. C. said, he con- 
sidered this inquiry due to the late Clerk, and to 
the House. The reason of the dates he had put 
into the resolution was, that on the 23d February, 
1815, the law passed which imperatively requires 
the moneys drawn for the contingent fund to be 
deposited in some bank, and drawn out by specific 
checks, and the other date was that on which the 
present Clerk came into office. The resolve was 


agreed to. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. Wi uiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, to whom the subject was 
referred, by resolution, reported a bill in addition 
to the act, entitled “An act for the prompt settle- 
ment of public accounts,” and for the punishment 
of the crime of perjury; which bill was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

The bill is in tue following words: 


Be it enacted, &c., That in the settlement of ac- 
counts of persons remaining charged on the books of 
the Third Auditor of the Treasury with public moneys 
advanced prior to the Ist day of July, 1815, the proper 
accounting officers be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to admit to the credit of such persons, respec- 
tively, the amount of any expenditures made by them, 
which were at the time authorized by law or regula- 
tions, notwithstanding regular vouchers for the same 
may not be produced, if the impracticability of pro- 
ducing such vouchers shall be proved, to the satisfac- 
tion of the said accounting officers ; and if the evidence 
exhibited in lieu thereof shal! be the best the nature of 
the several cases will admit of, and such as would be 
received in courts of justice: Provided, nevertheless, 
That the credits to be allowed shall in no case exceed 
in amount the sums with which such persons respec- 
tively shall be charged on the books of the said Third 
Auditor. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever, 
in the settlement of the accounts before mentioned, a 
difference of opinion shall arise between the account- 
ing officers, as to the extent of the credits to be al- 
lowed, under, or by virtue of, this act, such case shall 
be referred to the Secretary of War, whose decision 
shall be conclusive. And it is hereby made the duty 
of the said Secretary to cause to be communicated to 
Congress, at the commencement of each session, a 
statement comprising the names of the persons whose 








accounts shall have been settled the preceding year, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, together with 
the amount which shall have been passed to the 
credit of each, under the several heads of expenditure, 
and, upon evidence other than such as has been pre. 
scribed by the laws and regulations existing before the 
passage of this act. 

Src. 3. And Le it further enacted, That if any per. 
son shall swear, or affirm, falsely, touching the ex. 
penditure of public money, or in support of any claim 
against the United States, he or she shall, upon con. 
viction thereof, suffer as for wilful and corrupt perjury, 


Mr. W. also reported a bill for the relief of 
Joshua Bennet ; which was twice read, and com. 
mitted. 


RESOLUTIONS OF MARYLAND. 


Mr. Kent presented the following resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Maryland: 


Whereas, the State of Maryland is, in a peculiar 
degree, dependent on that aid and protection, to se- 
cure which, was the great object of the confederation 
of these United States, and especially is exposed, from 
its vast extent of navigable waters, and the geograph- 
ical position of the city of Baltimore, to the attacks of 
a maritime enemy, who, as has been demonstrated 
by the events of the late war, can harass our citizens, 
plunder and destroy our property, possess themselves 
of our territory, and prevent our necessary transac- 
tions, as far as a large proportion of our citizens are 
affected: And whereas, exemption from such danger, 
to the lives and exposure of the fortunes of our citizens, 
can only be secured to us by the liberal application of 
those means which the good people of the United 
States have placed at the disposal of the Government 
of the Union, for the common defence and general 
welfare, and it is not only the soundest policy, but the 
best dictate of prudent economy, to use the period 
when a general peace and the ordinary resources of 
our country afford opportunity to the Government to 
provide for the defects in our system, which a state of 
war has disclosed, and to be prepared against a recur- 
rence of injuries which may be repeated at a moment, 
impossible, by any political calculation, to be anti- 
cipated : , 

And whereas, it is, at all times, the duty of the cit- 
izens of a free government to deliberate on the policy 
and measures of those to whom they have confided 
the administration of their political concerns ; and on 
occasions when contrariety of opinion is entertained 
on matters vitally affecting their best interests, to ex- 
press their sentiments with candor and firmness : 

We, the members of the Senate and House of Dele- 
gates, acting as the Representatives of the people of 
Maryland, and influenced by a belief that it is highly 
expedient, in the present situation of our political 
concerns, to announce the opinions and wishes of the 
people of this State, in relation to such measures of 
the Government of the United States, as have in view 
the better security of our country against the ap- 
proaches of a hostile maritime force ; do, therefore, 

Resolve, That we cordially approve the efforts of 
the General Government to foster our Navy, and to 
cause a progressive increase of this means of defence, 
which experience has taught us to regard as necessary 
to our protection, and to the maintenance of that high 
and dignified character which has exalted our country 
amongst the nations of the earth; that we cordially 
approve of every effort of the General Government to 
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extend and perfect a system of defence by fortifica- | moved for the reconsideration of this bill, after its 
tions, highly useful in other places, and essentially | rejection a few days ago, it was from courtesy to 
necessary to the waters of the Chesapeake and its | those mae were’ in favor of the bill, and not be- 
tributary rivers. cause his own opinion on the subject had under- 
aad wheres, from the relative position of this gone any Bo lig On the eee his objections 
State, and those vast sources of successful enterprise | tg the bill were confirmed, rather than diminished. 
and wealth, the rivers Potomac and Susquehanna, as | H{» was not among those, he said, who held that, 
well as from the relation of our largest city to an ex- | pocause we have "done wrong onus we must al- 
tensive district of inland country, it is of the utmost | ways do so. He then entered eA Rigs 24 argument 
importance to our citizens that a system of internal a : : : 
suprovement shall be vigorously pursued: Therefore, to. show that the bill. ought pot to pass, tm Goma 
we do further which he reviewed the arguments which were 
That il highl bate, and zeal- | the other day advanced in favor of the bill. His 
eres ewe eee SBP ey et tor objection to the bill was, in general, that the oc- 


ously co-operate with the General Government, in the as 
adoption of such measures as will afford our country | CUpants of these lots have neither a title in them- 


the facilities and advantages which nature has placed selves, nor an equitable claim upon the Govern- 
in our control, and which a wise policy should induce iment. Mr. C. spoke with ability and eloquence 
us to improve. | for half an hour against the bill. In the course of 
Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble | his remarks, illustrating the insufficiency of the 
and resolutions be forwarded by the Executive to each | plea of occupation, put in by Mr. Wricur, in be- 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, | half of these people, Mr. C. took occasion to say, 
with a request that they will co-operate in the promo- | that the Autocrat of the North carried his idea of 
tion of the measures which, in the sense of the Le-| right derived from occupancy, even further than 
gislature, are best calculated for the interest of the | the gentleman from Maryland. He lays a claim to 
“_ at large, and especially of the State. By | thousands of miles of the Northwest coast, because 
; | a Russian sailor, some fifty years ago, thought he 
: WILLIAM KILTY, Clerk. had seen some points of load in shan directing | 

The resolutions were read, laid on the table,| Mr. Forwarp, of Pennsylvania, said, he had 
atid ordered to be printed—not without objection, | understood, and he wished to know how the fact 
however, on the ground of the informality of the | was, that a part of these lots at least are embraced 
manner in which the resolves were brought be-| within the grants made to soldiers of the late war. 
fore the House, being abstract resolutions, not ad- | [f that was the fact, all legislation, as far as re- 
dressed to this House. | spects that portion of these lots, would be oer 


CLAIM OF CHARLES TOWNSEND. _ | nugatory. If the United States have parted wit 
The House then resumed the consideration of | = ier to nee lots, it was of course now be 
the unfinished business of yesterday, being the re- | YONG “Meir reach. “$ 
port of the Committee of Claims on the petition | Mr. Ranxtn said, that the fact that these lots” 
of Charles Townsend. | were covered by the survey of the military bounty 

Mr. Butter moved the reference of the report ' lands was as suggested by the gentleman. If, 
back to the committee originating it, “ with in- | however, the settlement rights, proposed to be re- 
* structions to report whether the claimant has per- | cognised by the bill, had been limited to the time 
‘ formed any service at the request and exclusively | Of the cession of that Territory to the United 
‘ for the Government by the direction of the Com- | 5*ates, the rights of such claimants would have 
‘missioner of Claims;” ‘and, on the question to | been perfect and superior, because anterior to an 
agree thereto, it was determined in the negative. | ther. {It was, therefore, that Mr. W. wished suc 

After an animated discussion on the claim, in | 2% amendment to have been made to the bill. 
which Messrs. Tracy and Woopcock supported | Further, all the lands covered by these claims had 
the justice of it, and Messrs. Wiutiams and Bur- | been reserved from sale; and, he presumed, had of 
LeR opposed it, the question on striking from the | COUTS€ been reserved from grant to the soldiers. 
report of the Committee of Claims the word not, | He had requested information on this subject from 

s th 7 
as moved by Mr. Tracy, was taken, and decided | the General Land Office, but had not yet re- 
in the affirmative—ayes 67, noes 55. |ceived it. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the | , Mt- Cook, in an earnest and able manner, de- 
resolution originally reported, as thus amended— , ended his bill, and replied to Mr. Coupen. In 
Mr. Wittiams stated his objections to this course | the course of his speech, adverting to the policy of 


at some length, and Mr. Wooncocx briefly reply- | ‘his nation in regard to grants, he alluded to the 
ing to him— ; | retrocession of the Battery, to the city of New 


Mr. Lrrrie moved that the further considera-| York at the last session, for which*he had voted, 
tion of it be postponed until Monday, which was | under the influence of the eloquence of the gentle- 
agreed to—63 to 58. | — — New oom oer ay of emery 

: ; r. MorGan, of New York, replied to this las 
PEORIA LOTS IN ILLINOIS. | argument or illustration of Mr. Coox. The claim 

The engrossed bill to confirm the title to certain | of the city of New York, Mr. M. said, was not am 
lots in the village of Peoria, in Illinois, was read | appeal to the generosity, but to the justice of the 
a third time. _ Government. New York granted that land to the 
On the question, Shall the bill pass ? United States on the express condition of its bein 
Mr. Coupen rose to show that, though he had ! used for a fortification for the defence of the Uni- 
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ted States. When it was no longer useful in that 
View, it was restored to the city.of New York. 
The engineers of the United States having de- 
clared that the work was no longer useful for mil- 
itary purposes, the reason of the grant ceased, and 
it was the right of the city to have the land re- 
stored to it. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Wricurr in re- 
ply to Mr. Cotpen— 

Mr. Cook said he had discovered, in conversa- 
tion, that some gentlemen had objections to the 
details of this bill, which might probably be obvi- 
viated by amendments to be made to it. With 
this view, he moved that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

And the bill was so recommitted. 





Monpay, January 6. 


A new member, to wit: from South Carolina, 
James Hamitron, jun., elected to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Wil- 
liam Lowndes, appeared, produced his creden- 
tials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

_Mr. Van RensseEvaer presented a petition of 
sundry inhabitants of the Territory of Michigan, 
raying that no alteration may be made in the 
orm of government now existing in the said Ter- 
ritory; which petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making a partial ap- 
propriation for the support of Government for the 

r 1823, (for the compensation of members of 
Boncress,} and the bill was twice read, and 
committed. 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the subject of the reservations of 
land to the Indians, within the State of Georgia, 
by the treaties with the Creeks and Cherokees, 
accompanied by a bill “for the extinction of the 
Indian title to certain reserves of land within the 
State of Georgia.” 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and is hereby, authorized to adopt such 
measures as may be necessary, to extinguish the In- 
dian title to all the reserves of land within the limits 
of the State of Georgia, reserved under the several 
treaties made with the Creek and Cherokee Indians, 
in the years 1814, 1817, 1819, and 1821, according to 
the true intent and meaning of the stipulation, con- 
tained in the first article of the agreement and cession, 
between the United States and the State of Georgia, 
bearing date the 24th April, A. D. 1802; and that a 
sum not exceeding $50,000 be, and the same is here- 
by, appropriated for that purpose, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The bill was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate concerning the Education Lands in Mis- 
souri, reported it with sundry amendments; and 
they were referred to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. A. Smyta, from the Committee on the 
Library, made the following report : 


The Committee on the Library, who were instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing 
number of copies of Sergeant’s Treatise on Constity. 
tional Law, report, that there are already in the Library 
some copies of the work, and that they deem it inex. 
pedient to increase the number, at the expense of the 
Library Fund: they, therefore, submit the following 
resolution :" 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
discharged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject aforesaid. 


On motion of Mr. Netson, the report was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. Smyrn, from the same committee, made 
a report unfavorable to the memorial of Edward 
De Krafft, who asks the aid of Congress to an 
Edition of a Selection of Public Documents; 
which was concurred in. 

The resolution laid on the table by Mr. Rankin, 
on the 3d instant, calling on the President of the 
United States for information in relation to the 
number and locality of the Salt Springs, Lead 
and Copper Mines, in any of the States or Territo- 
ries of the United States, the exclusive property 
of the Government, the quantity, and the terms 
on which they are leased or rented out, with the 
amount received for the same, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

Mr. CaMBRELENG’s resolution, offered on the 
same day, requesting the President of the United 
States to furnish documents relating to the claim 
of Jacob and Henry Schieffelin against the British 
Government, for property sequestered in Decem- 
ber, 1813, with any information in his possession, 
relating to the seizures and condemnations of 
American vessels and cargoes happening to be, in 
the ordinary course of commerce, in the British 
ports at the commencement of the late war, re- 
ferred to in the correspondence at Ghent, was 
considered and adopted. 


Mr. McCoy submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and laid on the table one 
day, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the amount of all 
fines assessed upon citizens of the State of Virginia, 
for the non-performance of militia duty during the 
late war with Great Britain, designating the amount 
assessed in each county and regiment; as, also, what 
expense (if any) the United States have incurred in 
the assesement of said fines; and what amount of said 
fines have been collected by the marshals, and paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, or otherwise 
accounted for. 


Mr. Auten, of Tennessee, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read, and laid on the 
table one day, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House such informa- 
tion as the department over which he presides affords, 
relative to a loan of one hundred thousand dollars, 
made to Scott, Thornton, and White, late city com- 
missioners, particularly the time when, and the autho- 
rity under which, said loan was made; the conditions 
that were to have been performed, and the accounta- 
bility secured ; how far the same has been complied 
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with, and the difficulties, if any, that exist in a settle- 
ment of the transaction with the accounting officers of 
the Treasury. 
Mr. Avexanpver Smyru laid on the table the 
following joint resolution, viz: 
by the Senate and House of Representa- 


17th December, 1822, requesting the President of the 
United States to cause to be laid before that House a 
detailed statement of the current expenses of the Ord- 
nance Department for the years 1817~’18—19~"20, and 
’21; and as much as can be shown for the year 1822; 
and, also, the number and local position of tach of the 


: : ’ ae armories, arsenals, and magazines of the United States, 
: tives 0 or odtnhaf tech ‘eonaahvatet That the total expense of constructing and repairing the 
assem ’ ’ 


the following amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States, which, when ratified by the Legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all 


same up to the year 1821; the number of cannon and 
other arms annually made at each, and the expenses 
of each armory and arsenal for each year, from 1816 
to 1821, inclusive ; I herewith transmit u report from 
the Secretary of War, accompanied by such docu- 


intents and purposes, as part of said Constitution, to | - 21 as will be found to contain the desired infor- 


wit : : 
No Elector of President and Vice President shall be | ™*4#"- 


nominated or appointed by the President elect, to any 
office, appointment, or place whatsoever. 

: When the House of Representatives shall choose a 
President, no person who shall have been a member 
at the time of making the choice, shall be nominated 
or appointed by the President so chosen, to any office, 
appointment, or place, whatsoever. 

hen the Senate shall choose the Vice President, 
no person, who shall have been a member of the Senate 
at the time of making the choice, shall be nominated 
or appointed by the Vice President, acting as Presi- 
dent, to any office, appointment, or place, whatso- 
ever. 

Mr. Denison submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and laid on the table one 
day, viz: 

Resolved, That,the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the time to which the 
accounts of the General Post Office have been ren- 
dered to the Treasury Department; the time to which 
the same have been settled; and the difference, if any, 
which exists between contracts for transporting the 
mail, and the amount paid upon those contracts, spe- 
cifying the cases in which such difference may be 
found. 


On motion of Mr. Srertine, of New York, the} 48#!NeTox, Jan. 6, 1823. 
Committee of the Whale House to which was|_ The Message was referred to the Committee on 
committed the report of the Committee of Claims, | Indian Affairs. 


in the case of Nathan Ford, were discharged-from NAVAL FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION 
the further consideration of the same, and it was | : r 
The House then, on motion of Mr. Futter, 


recommitted to the Committee ef Claims. 
Two Messages received from the PRESIDENT -OF took up the bill to incorporate the United States 
Naval Fraternal Association. 


THE Unitep States on Friday last were read, 
and are as follows, viz: Mr. Fuuver, of Massachusettes, explained the 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: | object and effect of the two amendments propos: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of a the Committee on Naval Affairs to this bill. 

Representatives of the United States, of the 19th of | ‘The one proposed to make the elections of officers, 
December, 1822, requesting the President of the United | &c., take place at Washington, instead of at the 
States to cause to be laid before that House the several | several naval stations; the other, to enable Con- 
laws which have been made by the Governor and Le- | gress at any time to repeal the charter. These 
gislative Council of Florida, together with such infor- | amendments, it was supposed, would obviate any 
mation as may be in the possession of the Executive, | reasonable objection which could be entertained 
I herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of against the bill, 
State, with the accompanying documents, which con-| ~The question being taken on the amendments, 
tain the information desired. they were agreed to without opposition ; and the 
question being proposed, “Shall the bill be en- 
grossed, and read a third time ?” 

Mr. Haroin, of Kentucky, rose, and said that, 
were it not that the bill involved some principles 
to which he had great dislike, he should give it a 
silent vote. Upon looking at the general aspect, 
and considering all its features, however, he con- 


JAMES MONROE. 
WasuineTon, Jan. 3, 1823. 


The Message was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


A Message was received from the Presipent * 
or THE UniTEp States, which was read, and is 
as follows: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 19th of December last, request- 
ing the President of the United States to commupicate 
to the House the progress which has been made‘in the 
execution of the act of the last session, entitled “An 

| act to abolish the Indian Trading Establishments,” 
with a report from the factories respectively, as the 
same were made to him; I[ transmit a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the documents referred 
to by that resolution. In further execution of the act 
of the last session, treaties have since been made with 
the Osage and Sac Indians, by which those tribes have 
severally relinquished to the United States their right, 
under preceding treaties, to the maintenance of a fac- 
tory within each, respectively. 

JAMES MONROE. 


_—————— TD 
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JAMES MONROE. 
Wasutneton, Jan. 3, 1823. 


The Message was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolutions of the House of 
Representatives, of the 8th of January, 7th May, and 
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sidered the bill unconstitutional, and not within 
the powers of Gongress. The bill was originally 
not even professedly confined to the District; and 
he did not believe that the amendment which 
had | made this morning would alter the effect 
of it. The Corporation was to assemble here, to 
be sure, to make its by-laws ; but its locality was 
merely a color to the measure; and Congress 
ought not to legislate against the spirit of the 
Constitution, keeping just within its letter. Mr. 
H. went on to state his views of the powers of 
Congress in regard to this {District. He consid- 
ered the powers of Congress, within this District, 
to be just the same as the power of the Legislature 
of a State within the same, previous to the adop- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States. By 
the bill, however, it was proposed to extend the 
legislative authority all over the nation. He knew 
that the ostensible, and probably the real, object 
of this bill was to provide for the relief of the 
widows and orphans of deceased soldiers and offi- 
cers. But let us not, said he, in the pursuit of a 
benevolent object transcend our powers, and es- 
tablish a precedent which may be dangerous in 
itself. This Corporation was to be authorized to 
invest ten thousand dollars in real property in this 
District ; but the substantial property, the entire 
funds of the Association, exclusive of the building, 
may be in any part of the Union, or in any ex- 
treme of the world. It was in vain to say, be- 
cause the Association was to assemble here, that 
it was a corporation exclusively for the District of 
Columbia. It was not so. In spirit, the amend- 
ment does not change this objectionable feature 
of the bill. It had always struck him, Mr. H. said, 
that a corporation could not have any corporate 
rights out of the limits of the authority of the 
Government that incorporates it. That was a 
point, however, which he would not press at 
present. 

But, suppose this bill to be Constitutional, would 
it be expedient to pass it? The creation of corpo- 
rations in any well-organized Government ought 
to be avoided as long as possible. They are sepa- 
rate and distinct from the great body of the people. 
They are, if he might use the expression, like a 
counter-current in the great stream of legislation, 
and the multiplication of these counter-currents 
might, in time, prevent the great stream itself 
from flowing on. His own impression had been, 
that the United States ought to avoid creating 
corporations of any description. The ground on 
which the constitutionality of the Bank of the 
United States had been sustained by the Supreme 
Court ‘was, that it was necessary to enable the 
Government to collect and disburse the revenue. 
Had it not been for that, Mr. H. said, the Bank 
of the United States would have been declared 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Now, he 
asked, was the association proposed to be incor- 
porated by this bill necessary to the general wel- 
fare, or to carry into effect any of the delegated 
powers of Congress? Not so, Mr. H. said. 

But is it not, he asked, a dangerous principle to 
incorporate either the Army or the Navy, or any 
portion of them? They are formidable bodies, to 


whom it would be dangerous, and of course inex. 
re to give-corporate powers. Supposing the 

ill to embrace the seamen as well as the officers: 
it would be but to extend the ae of the bill 
a little further than it now goes. hat Govern- 
ment had ever done such a thing as it was now 
asked of this Government todo? No one; nor 
did he know that such a thing had ever been even 
proposed in any other country. 

Mr. H. concluded, by saying, he believed the 
object of this association, and of this bill, to be 
what was avowed. The petitioners would not 
have asked it, and the committee would not have 
reported the bill, if it was not so. Its invitin 
garb, however, ought not to induce the House to 
give its sanction toa ore measure, not re- 
concileable to the spirit of the Constitution, if to 
its letter. 

Mr. Coupen, of New York, said he had assent- 
ed to the amendment which had been adopted, 
that the friends of the bill might present it to the 
House in such shape as they thought would render 
it most acceptable ; not because these amendments 
had removed the objections which he had submit- 
ted when the bill was finally on its passage. On 
the contrary, said Mr. C., the amendmentsstrength- 
en my objections, or rather, I should say, they en- 
able me to show, as I think, more glaringly than 
I could otherwise have done, what appears to me 
to be the unconstitutionality of the proposed law. 

I consider it fortunate, Mr. Speaker, when great 
Constitutional questions presént themselves, as 
that does which we are now to decide. 

Whether we adopt the measure proposed by the 
bill, or not, cannot be of any great consequence 
to the persons who are asking of us this act of 
legislation. For, if a corporation be necessary to 
the advancement of their benevolent purposes, 
there is not a State in the Union that would not 
grant them the corporate a they are seeking 
fromus. For one State, (that from which I came,) 
I venture to pledge myself that they have only to 
express their wish to the Legislature, and it will 
be granted. To the nation, further than regards 
the constitutionality of the measure, it may be of 
no great importance whether the act be passed or 
not. We are free, too, in this case, from that 
influence which must necessarily be connected 
with great money institutions; and it is not pos- 
sible that any polition! feelings or prejudices can 
mix themselves with our present discussions. 

It seems to have been conceded that Congress 
cannot pass this law in virtue of the general pow- 
ers of legislation committed to it by the Constitu- 
tion. ut, when this bill was fast before the 
House, it was intimated, that, although Congress 
could not enact it in virtue either of its general 
legislative powers or of its local powers to legis- 
late for this District, yet, that, by the aid or union 
of both those powers, authority was derived from 
the Constitution to pass this act, or to constitute 
any similar incorporation. 

It was said, that, in virtue of the local power, 
Congress might create the body corporate, declare 
its existence within the District, and then, in vir- 
tue of the general power, they might authorize the 
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tors to perform all acts in any part of the 
United States which are incident to or might be 
requisite to accomplish the objects of the incorpo- 
ration. I shall not at present, sir, attempt to give 
this suggestion any other answer than to say that 
such a doctrine attributes to Congress the power 
of universal legislation. . They may, in virtue of 
the right they possess to legislate over the cessions 
of the States for fortifications, magazines, &c., 
erect a bank in every fort, at every arsenal, and 
in every navy yard. The corporators may dwell 
in our cities; the elections may by law be con- 
ducted there; the electors may meet there; and 
all the functions of the body politic be performed 
without the limits of the special jurisdiction of 
Congress. I shall reserve any further notice of a 
doctrine which appears to me so monstrous, till 
I find it attempted to be maintained, and till I un- 
derstand more clearly on what grounds it will be 
advocated. 

It is on the local power of legislation given to 
Congress that the advocates of the bill, as I have 
understood, mean to rely to maintain its constitu- 
tionality. This power is given by the eighth sec- 
tion of the first article of the Constitution, in the 
following words: ‘“ Congress shall have power to 
‘exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases what- 
‘soever, over such District (not exceeding ten 
‘miles square) as may, by cession of particular 
‘ States, and the acceptance of Congress, become 
‘the Seat of Government of the United States; 
‘ and to exercise like authority over all places pur- 
‘chased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
‘ State in which the same shall be, for the erec- 
‘ tion of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and 
‘ other needful buildings.” 

I shall deviate, sir, for a moment, from the course 
Iam about to pursue, to ask the House to mark 
that precisely the same powers of legislation which 
are given to Congress in relation to the Seat of 
Government, are given to it in relation to the ces- 
sions which have been made by the States for the 
erection of forts, &c. ‘The powers cannot be 
different, because they are conveyed by the very 
same words. And. if Congress may erect this 
corporation within the District of Columbia, they 
may erect a like corporation, or a corporation for 
any other purposes; as, for instance, for banking 
purposes, within any of the States, or within the 
cities of any of the States, wherever they have a 
fort, magazine, navy yard, &c. 

But the power now under consideration is that 
which is given to Congress to legislate over the 
District of Columbia. And the question occurs, 
Are we, when we are passing this act, legislating 
over this District? What is there in the bill which 
gives it such a locality as that we can say it is 
more comnected with or has more relation to the 
Seat of Government than it has to any other part 
of the United States ? , 

When I first offered objections to the passage of 
this bill, I stated that, conceding that Congress, 
in virtue of their local power, have authority to 
locate a corporation, they cannot exert that power 
to this effect, unless there be something local in 
the character of the persons to be incorporated, or 


something of the same character in the powers to 
be exercised by the corporate body, or in the ob- 
jects to be effected by the incorporation. 

With respect to the persons to be incorporated 
by this bill, it is not pretended that they have any 
particular local character. Not one of those named 
in the bill reside, as I believe, within the District. 
Nor is it pretended that those who will immedi- 
ately take the benefit of the act, or incorporation, 
or those who will succeed them, will be inhabit- 
ants of the ten miles square. On the contrary, 
this act is solicited on the very ground that the 
persons to be incorporated can have no fixed resi- 
dence, but are necessarily dispersed to every quar- 
ter of our territory, and indeed it might be said 
to every quarter of the world. 

To decide whether there be any thing local in 
the powers to be exercised by the corporators, or 
in the objects of the incorporation, we must exam- 
ine the features of the bill. 

The friends of the bill rely very much upon the 
declaration in the first section, that it is to bea 
corporation “ within the District.” But this dee- 
laration cannot make the bill what in fact it is 
not. If there be nothing connected with the cor- 
poration which makes it local, it is no more a cor- 
poration within the District of Columbia, than it 
is a corporation within any other territory or dis- 
trict of the United States. This declaration, so 
far from reconciling us to the bill, should, as it 
appears to me, render us the more averse to it, be- 
cause it is giving it a character and color, for the 
purpose of bringing it within the reach of our 
restricted legislative power, which it does not 
deserve. If neither the persons incorporated, nor 
the powers to be exercised by them, nor the objects 
of the incorporation, be local, or in any wise par- 
ticularly connected with the District—then, if this 
bill passes, this will not be, in fact, a corporation 
“within the District of Columbia,” however sol- 
emnly we may enact that it is so. 

The usual corporate capacities, to have a name, 
to have a seal, and to have perpetual succession 
and existence, are given by the act. Ido notsup- 
pose it will be contended that there is any thing 
of a local character imparted to the corporation 
by giving it these qualities. It is the functions of 
the corporation, or the acts which the corporators 
or their representatives, the directors, may perform, 
which, as it appears to me, must determine the 
locality of the institution. One of these functions is 
that of choosing directors. As the bill stood pre- 
viously to the late amendments, the directors were 
to be chosen at each naval station, and it was said, 
that, as the United States had the same exclusive 
jurisdiction on those stations that they have within 
the District, there could be no objection to this 
provision. But, upon reflection, the friends of the 
bill had shrunk from attempting to maintain this 
dangerous position. It exhibited, too glaringly, 
the consequences to which their doctrine would 
lead. And they have amended the bill by provi- 
ding that the elections may be held in such man- 
ner as the by-laws of the corporation may prescribe. 
Still, then, they may be held in the naval stations, 
or they may be held any where in the United 
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‘States! How can this amendment give that 
character of locality to this corporation, which, 
by resorting to the amendment, it is acknowledged, 
‘was wanting, in this particular at least, previously 
to its adoption? Sir, it was a reference to this 
amendment particularly, which induced me, just 
‘now, to say that the amendments that had been 
‘adopted rather strengthened than removed my 
“objections to the bill. 
he new board of directors are to meet “at the 
Seat of Government on the first Monday in Jan- 
wary, annually.” Let it be observed, that here is 
no provision which requires that the directors 
should everconvene within the District. Congress 
have not, necessarily, any exclusive legislation 
over the place which may be the Seat of Govern- 
ment. Though Congress may transfer the Seat 
of Government at its pleasure, it can assume no 
ight of legislation within the territory of a State, 
without the consent of the State. If, therefore, 
the Seat of Government were to be re-transferred 
to New York or Philadelphia, where it has here- 
tofore been, the directors must meet annually in 
New York or Philadelphia, and would not be 
obliged, by the terms of the law, ever to hold their 
meetings within the territory of Congress. But, 
nt this objection should be thought too 
refined: [t must be admitted that the directors 
will be required to hold but one meeting in a year 
at the Seat of Government. All their other meet- 
ings and all their business may, at any other time, 


nience. Now, then, I ask, whether the meetin 
at the Seat of Government is not a mere color 
and whether, to require this, and no more than 
this, is not evidence that this bill is an attempt to 
do, indirectly, what we dare not do openly and 
directly? You are in fact going to create a po- 
litical body, which, to all intents and purposes, is 
to be as much a corporation, in each particular 
State, as any that could be created by its own 
legislature. You mean, in virtue of your local 
power, to legislate, not “over” the District, but 
over the whole United States, by creating a cor- 
poration for the whole United States; but you 
mean to conceal that you are about to usurp so 
monstrous a power, by providing that a quorum of 
the directors shall meet once a year at the Seat of 
Government. If, in virtue of this provision, you 
may erect this corporation, why may you not erect 
a corporation “ within the District of Columbia,” 
to carry on the fur trade of the Northwest for the 
benefit of widows and orphans of the army at St. 
Louis, in Missouri? Why may you not havea 
corporate mining company in Illinois or Indiana, to 
work the mines of metal of Lake Superior? Why 
may you not give the iron companies of the East 
corporate capacities? If you can pass this law, 
you may do all this, if you only take care to insert 
in the charters you may grant, that a majority of 
the electors shal], once a year, come to the Seat 
of Government, wherever it may be! 

It was pointed out to me, sir, when I first op- 
posed this bill, that I had overlooked an imports 
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provision, in the first section : that this corporation 
may hold real estate within the District of Colum. 
bia. Personal estate they may have any where; but, 
if they will hold real estate, 1t must lay within the 
District. The argument derived from this proyj- 
sion of the bill is, that, when you enact this law 
you are legislating over the District, because the 
real estate of the company must be here. But 
suppose the corporation should never see fit to ac. 
quire real estate? Then, it never will have this 
feature of locality, and it will be exercising pow- 
ers, by your authority, which you have no right 
to — 

here is another important, and, as it appears 
to me, objectionable provision in the bill. The 
first section makes the corporation capable to sue 
and be sued “in any Circuit or District Court of 
the United States,” and, it is added, “or other 
courts having competent jurisdiction.” The phra- 
seology here, sir, is ambiguous. I am not certain 
that the last qualifying words would be taken to 
limit the cognizance of the courts of the United 
States. But I can hardly believe it to have been 
the intention of the framers of the bill to make so 
large an inroad on the jurisdiction of the States, 
as would be made by giving to the corporation a 
right to resort to the courts of the United States 
in all cases whatsoever, without regard to the 
character of their adversary, or the nature of the 
controversy. But, I ask, whether one evil of in- 
corporations, like this, would not be to give the 
courts of the United States appellate jurisdiction 
at least, from the State courts, in all cases to which 
corporations created by a law of the United States 
were parties. Every case in which they should 
use their corporate name, in virtue of an act of 
incorporation by Congress, would be a case arising 
under the laws of the United States, and might 
be carried to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

I think, sir, I have shown that this bill will not 
create a corporation “within the District of Co- 
lumbia ;” that its qualities or capacities do not 
give it that character, and its functions no more 
connect it with the District, than they do with any 
other part of the Union; that we are not, in pass- 
ing this law, in fact, exercising legislation over 
the District of Columbia. But, it is said that the 
powers of Congress, to legislate for this District, 
are supreme, and that they may exercise, in rela- 
tion to the District and to the people of the Dis- 
trict, all the powers which a State may exercise 
over its territory and people. I admit the position; 
that is, I admit that Congress may pass any law 
in relation to the District that a State might pass, 
and which, in virtue of the authority of the State 
legislating, would have the force and effect of a 
law. But, let it be remarked, that a State can 
pass no law which, in virtue of its owa authority, 
can have any effect out of its territory. A State 
may pass a law, and the State of New York has 
done so, to prohibit its citizens from fighting duels 
out of the State. The law could have no force 
or effect until its offending citizen came within its 


ant feature which gave to it the character of | jurisdiction, and so became obnoxious to its sanc- 


be transacted where it may best suit their conve- 


locality, I insisted it was without. This is the 


tions. A State may establish a bank—may pro- 
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vide that its stockholders may reside, its elections 
be held, its funds be distributed, and even its di- 
rectors meet in another State ; different steamboat 
companies in the United States afford instances 
of such corporations. But can such a corporation 
exercise any of these functions in a State foreign 
to that by which it was incorporated, in virtue of 
its law of incorporation-? If such acts are exer- 
cised in the foreign State, it is in virtue of the 
tacit or express permission of the foreign State. 
So far as respects any other State, or any act to 
be performed out of its territory, the act of the 
State granting the incorporation is notalaw. No 
rule of action, unless the sovereign power by which 
it is prescribed may enforce it, can be a law. It 
seems to me absurd to call that a law, which one 
Legislature may prescribe and another Legislature 
of equal power prohibit. A State, therefore, can 
pass no law which can have any force or effect 
out of its territory ; and unless Congress will take 
to itself, as legislators for this District, powers be- 
yond those which a State has to legislate for its 
territory, we cannot-pass this law, the provisions 
of which all (except that which relates to the an- 
nual meeting of the directors) apply to acts which 
may be performed out of the District. It may be 
asked if a State may, by its enactment, prescribe 
that certain acts may be done out of its territory, 
and trust to the courtesy of its neighbours to per- 
mit the performance, why may not Congress pur- 
sue the same course in relation to the District and 
the other States? The answer, to my mind, is 
obvious and conclusive. There is nothing to re- 
strain a State from legislative acts which may re- 
fer to a foreign State; or, in other words, there is 
nothing to hinder one State from giving their acts 
the form of legislation for its neighbours. But 
Congress cannot proceed upon these grounds. 
Their legislative powers are strictly limited. They 
can enact nothing that is not warranted by the 
Constitution ; and the power to legislate over the 
District of Columbia does not allow them to pass 
any law which is to have operation beyond it. 
The necessity for making this distinction between 
what the States may do as legislators for their re- 
spective States, and what Congress may do as 
legislators for the District, appears to me very ob- 
vious. If Congress might legislate for the States, 
on the ground that the States would permit what 
Congress could not enforce, we should be utterly 
at aha to know when Congress meant to exert 
its legislative power, or when it intended only an 
appeal to the courtesy of the States, and the in- 
quiry would still be more complicated when it 
would involve a consideration whether it were the 
local or general legislative powers of Congress, 


. from which the enactment emanated. 


But we are told that this bill is not a novelty. 
That Congress has already passed many acts of 
incorporation. I know of none, except the incor- 

rations of the various banks of this District. 

ow, without referring to the terms of the act by 
which charters are granted to the District banks, 
there is an obvious difference as to the objects pro- 
posed vy those charters and this; all these banks 
were to be established in the District; they were 


to conduct their business here ; their directors were 
to meet here; and their elections to be held here. 
In the act incorporating the Potomac Bank, the 
only one I have had the opportunity of examining 
there is a provision, probably common to all. of 
them, that if a director changed his residence, an 
removed from the District, his seat at the board 
direction becomes vacant. The observations I 
have previously made will sufficiently illustrate 
how different these acts of incorporation are from 
that which it is now proposed to grant. The 
former are, in truth and in fact, local; it is mere 
pretence to say that the latter is so. 

I am aware, sir, that the case of Cohens against 
the State of Virginia may be appealed to, and 
that some expressions of the judge who delivered 
the opinion of the court may be quoted to prove, 
that, in virtue of the local powers to legislate for 
the ceded district, Congress may extend their le- 
gislation, for some purposes, to the territories of 
the States. But, let me remark, that whatever is 
said to this effect, by the court, in the case refer- 
red to, is but’ by way of elucidation and argu- 
ment, which judges never fail to caution us is not 
to be received as authority. The example given 
of what may be a rightful legislation by Congress, 
to have effect beyond the limits of the ceded dis- 
trict, in virtue of the power to legislate for such 
districts, is one that cannot be a precedent for the 
act we are now considering. Congress have de- 
clared certain offences committed in fortifications 
punishable with death; and the court says Con- 
gress must have pas to direct that the trial, exe- 
cution, &c., shall take place within the territories 
ofa State. If this power belongs to Congress, it 
is an incidental power—incidental to the power 
to legislate for the ceded territory, one necessary 
to carry that power into execution. But, let me 
ask, to what express power is this act incidental ? 
Or to the execution of what express power is this 
act necessary? But, I repeat, the court, in Co- 
hens against Virginia, has decided no Constitu- 
tional question; they have not decided that this 
Corporation, elected by thirteen thousand people, 
can legislate for the ten millions of the United 
States. The court has not decided that this Cor- 
poration, elected to plant poplar trees and to make 
gravel walks from one village to another village 
in this wilderness of a city, can control the several 
laws of the other States. All that is decided in 
that case is, that the law of the Corporation of 
Washington did not mean that their lottery tickets 
should be sold in other States. 

These are the considerations, in reference to the 
Constitutional powers of Congress, which will in- 
duce me to vote against this bill. But, besides 
the questions of how far it may be politic to make 
the Navy one great body politic, and the Army 
another, which have been suggested by the hon- 
orable member from Kentucky, I think the meas- 
ure somewhat questionable, as respects the disei- 
pline of the Navy. I ama good Republican, Mr. 
Speaker ; that is to say, I could not live content- 
edly under any other than a free representative 
government; but I do not think we could have a 
democratic government on board a man-of-war. 
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When an order is given to fire a broadside, or to| ted for the pur 


. put the ship about, it will not do for the crew to 
question the authority of the commanding officer, 
or the constitutionality of the order. If you es- 
tablish these corporations, where the officer that 


, is of the lowest grade in the ship may outrank his 


commander, when they meet as members of a 
corporation, you encourage ideas of insubordina- 
tion, very unfriendly to the necessary strictness of 
naval discipline. The electioneering for the offi- 
cers of the institution, which will be introduced, 
will have a like bad tendency. The duties of a 
director may often be in collision with the duties 
of an officer; while the order of a commander 
may call an officer to one station, his corporation 
duties may — him at another, and possibly 
he might think that a law of Congress was to be 
obeyed in preference to the order of his military 
superior. 

‘ r. Speaker, I have heretofore said enough to 
evince that I duly appreciate the benevolent ob- 
o of the proposed institution. I hope, sir, that 

shall not be misunderstood or misrepresented on 
this point. As to the widows and orphans of 
those who fall in the public service, I think their 
country should take them to its bosom and supply 
to them their losi parents and protectors. As to 
the gallant min who is first mentioned in the bill 
on your table, (Captain Hull,) did it depend on 
me, he should enjoy riches and honor while he 
lives, and 1 would erect a monument to his glory 
after his death. What American can think of 
what he has done for his country without emo- 
tions of pride and gratitude? Letus recollect our 
situation when his name first filled the public ear ; 
an army which had disgraced us by its vain 
boasting, had further disgraced us by a shameful 
surrender—from every side we only heard of de- 
feat and disaster, The American eagle seemed 
sleeping on her perch. The thunder of the Con- 
stitution was heard. The Genius of America was 
roused; she hovered over our banners, and har- 
bingered them to victory. Never shall I forget 
the feelings of the moment when I was told that 
one of the fir frigates, so contemned in the British 

Parliament, had come in contact with the wooden 
wall of old England, and that the striped bunting 
waved triumphant over the proud Cross of St. 
George. With such feelings, sir, I can harbor no 
hostility to any plan which might better the con- 
dition of our Navy, and in voting against this bill, 
I trust it will be believed I am actuated only by 
a sense of duty. 

Mr. Futter, of Massachusetts, said that, being 
well acquainted with the liberal sentiments of the 
en wee had just resumed his seat, (Mr. 

OLDEN,) in regard to the Navy, he had been the 
more surprised to‘find him foremost in taking ex- 
ceptions to the bill now under consideration; a 
bill so laudable in its purposes and so unexcep- 
tionable in all its bearings. When, on a former 
day, he (Mr. F.) had moved for its consideration, 
the gentleman from New York had objected, that 
some of the functions of the proposed corporation 
were to be performed beyond the limits of the 
District of Columbia, and it had been recommit- 





of removing the objection 
although the friends of ‘the bill were of opinion 
that the objection was groundless. Before the 
amendment, the annual elections of the officers of 
the institution were to be held at the naval sta- 
tions; and, as the jurisdiction of the United 
States was as ‘@xtensive, by the Constitution, on 
all those stations, as within the District of Co- 
lumbia, it was impossible to conceive an objec- 
tion to  haetartanae elections, or any other 
corporate act, to performed there. By the 
amendment, the elections are left to be adjusted 
by the by-laws, and no corporate act is authorized 
beyond the limits of this District; but, for the 
purpose of enabling the members to choose their 
officers without a personal attendance, they are 
allowed to vote by proxy, the effect of which will 
be, that officers on the several stations, or on dis- 
tant service, will send their letters of attorney, or 
proxies, to their friends at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, and will either designate the individuals 
they prefer, or leave it to the discretion of their 
agents or correspondents. Very little inconveni- 
ence would be felt by such an arrangement, and 
it was hoped that the objections, in the minds 
even of the most fastidious, would be thus re- 
moved. It seems, however, that this attempt has 
increased the difficulties in the mind of the gen- 
tleman, and I confess, said Mr. F., that I was for 
some time, utterly at a loss to comprehend the 
pertinency of some of his remarks, or to account 
for the zeal and earnestness which he has dis- 
played in opposition to the bill. At last, how- 
ever, thesolution appeared: The gentleman seemed 
to believe that he was opposing a bank ; his argu- 
ments tended to prove that a bank was disguised 
under the humble garb of a charitable institution; 
and when it is recollected that he assailed the 
National Bank almost on the first hour of his 
taking his seat in this House, it is obvious that 
every thing which can be suspected of affinity to 
such a portentous institution, must encounter the 
whole energy of his resistance. It may be ne- 
cessary for the friends of this bill to assure the 
gentleman and the members of this House, that 
the objects of it are merely charitable. It was 
originally introduced on the application of a large 
number of officers of all the several grades in the 
Navy and Marine Corps, at the head of whom is 
the name of that distinguished and gallant officer, 
who, on board the Constitution frigate, first broke 
the charm of British invincibility. Other officers 
of distinction are among the number. But it 
must be admitted that much the greatest propor- 
tion of the petitioners, and of those who may be 
expected hereafter to become members, are from 
the inferior grades. The reasoa is obvious ; while 
the pay and emoluments of those in the highest 
ranks of service may place them in a condition of 
comparative independence, the officers of inferior 
grades are scarcely able to provide a competent 
support for themselves and their families. hat, 
then, must be the destitute condition of the wid- 
ows and children, or other dependent connexions, 
of officers who die in the service? And whdt 
officer can reflect, without deep anxiety, on the 
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distress, which will be the consequence of his 
death, to those objects of his affection? Surely 
all will agree that it isa most commendable effort 
in these men to provide, as far as in them lies, a 
remedy for so deplorable an evil. And how do 
these petitioners seek to accomplish their object ? 
Not by asking an appropriation of moneys from 
the weD “not otherwise appropriated ;’— 
but by regular and moderate contributions, by 
themselves, to mise a fund, which in time may be 
adequate ; contributions which many will be able, 
from their slender means, to afford, but which the 
younger officers, not being encumbered with fam- 
ilies, will be induced to make, by retrenchment of 
those personal expenses which may well be dis- 
pensed with. These periodical payments will be 
scarcely inconvenient to far the greater part of the 
members, and they will thus provide a fund, which 
will afford the assurance to every officer, when he 
is about to execute the most petilces enterprises in 
the service of his country, that his devotion to 
his duty will not, in any event, bring misery upon 
his helpless family. Thus, without expense, or 
any concession by the Government, the bill, if 
adopted, will essentially contribute to the public 
advantage. 

But the gentleman has strongly urged that the 
proposed act is neither within the local nor Eo 
ral powers of the General Government conferred 
by the Constitution ; and he has attempted to dis- 
tinguish it from those acts of incorporation which 
have been granted to banks and other institutions 
within this District. The difference, however, 
will be found, on examination, to be only appa- 
rent, and to amount to no difference in principle. 
It is true, that the officers to be incorporated are 
distributed through all the States in the Union, 

robably in some proportion to their population, 
and that the District of Columbia is the “ local 
habitation” of no more than its due proportion. 
But, sir, the object of the institution is single ; all 
its operations require that it should be fixed in one 
place, and the Seat of Government is, in all re- 
spects, the proper, as well as the most convenient 
place. How, then, does the place of residence of 
the members affect the right of Congress to incor- 
rate them for purposes to be accomplished by 
unctions performed within the District? For I 
shall first consider the Constitutional power of 
Congress on the ground that it is a local institu- 
tion merely. The members who have been in- 
corporated as bank proprietors, are not required 
by any of the acts, which I have seen, to be citi- 
zens of the District; and the Columbian College, 
lately incorporated, so far from being limited in 
this respect to citizens of the District, is well 
known to comprehend many who are not so; and 
probably far the greatest number of its members 
and officers are citizens of places beyond its lim- 
its. It has not been alleged that these acts were 
not within our Constitutional power. If, then, 
the fact, that one, or two, or ten members of those 
corporations are citizens of New York or Phila- 
delphia, does not vitiate the acts in question, then 
any greater number cannot do so. The real cri- 
terion is, not the residence of the members, but 
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the locality of the corporate functions of the in- 
stitution. 

But the gentleman protests strongly against any 
exercise of power by Congress over the District of 
Columbia, which is to have operation beyond it; 
and he seems to think that Congress ought not to 
legislate “over” the District with the same lati- 
tude that States may legislate over their respect- 
ive territories, lest it should not appear, with 
sufficient clearness, whether their legislation is 
intended to be local or general. This argument 
has no weight in my mind, and it would be a 
subject of regret if a salutary and Constitutional 
act should be defeated, lest the courts in the sey- 
eral States should be puzzled in determining whe- 
ther it was founded on the general or local powers 
of the General Government. I have thus endea- 
vored to trace a sufficient power for our present 
purpose to our local jurisdiction ; but it is not dif- 
ficult to prove that this act may be passed by vir- 
tue of the general powers of Congress. 

In the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution, Congress is empowered “ to provide 
and maintain a navy,” and “to make rules for the 
government and regulation of the land and naval 
forces.” This comprehends the power to build 
ships of war, and to enlist and pay seamen; but 
it does not necessarily comprehend the power to 
grant pensions to the relatives of those who die in 
service: yet this power has been long exercised, 
not only by a general provision, but by particular 
acts, in cases not comprehended in the general 
law. That this is not indispensably necessary, is 
evident, because the navy was many years in exist- 
ence, before the general provision was adopted. 
It is, therefore, a power incidental to the general 
power of supporting a navy, which implies that 
the best means may be adopted for the purpose, 
and among those means, the provision for the 
destitute families of those who engaged in the 
service, is not the least efficient. The present bill 
is of the same nature, conducive to the same end, 
and by means far less objectionable, as involving 
no expenditure of the public treasure. Is it not, 
then, conclusively shown that the general power 
of the National Government will sustain us in 
granting the incorporation desired? Nor can it 
be any objection even to the most fastidious guar- 
dian of State rights, that this power may be well 
son yee on both grounds, together, or on each 
singly. 

The gentleman from New York says the States 
will grant the act required ; and he assures us that 
his own State will be forward, on request, to give 
their aid: but, if the residence of most of the 
members in other parts of the Union, is an objec- 
tion to an incorporation in this District, it must 
apply in nearly equal degree to any individual 
State; only a small proportion of the naval offi- 
cers are citizens of any one State, and it might be 
replied to their petition by the Legislature of a 
State, “ You are not our citizens: you are not our 
‘ officers; we have no peculiar concern in your 
‘ affairs; if the naval service of your country is 
‘attended with peculiar evils to your families, 
‘you ought to seek the remedy at the hands ot 
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‘the Government in whose service you are en- 
gaged.” Such an answer is reasonable, and 
ought to be anticipated. If it should be said that 
each State could incorporate those officers resi- 
dent within its limits, it is evident that such a 
multiplicity of corporations and subdivision of 
the funds would defeat the object, and be utterly 
unmanageable. 

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Harpin) 
objects to the act because it is merely a “color” 
for the purpose of effecting objects different from 
what it purports to effect. I hope the real objects 
of the bill are sufficiently obvious, and that it will: 
be admitted they are laudable. Lest, however, 
the gentleman should indulge any alarm as to the 
purposes which might be accomplished by divert- 
ing the funds proposed to be raised, to other ob- 
jects than those avowed, as he has suggested, I 
will ask his attention to the sources from whence 

, those funds are to flow—the quarterly contribu- 
tions from the slender pittance of the officers of 
the Navy and Marine Corps, and those chiefly of 
the inferior grades. As the stream can never flow 
above its source, the gentleman’s apprehensions 
are certainly groundless. If, however, at any 
future day, it should appear that these fears are 
really well founded, and that the public interest 
will be endangered by the farther continuance of 
the gigantic powers of the corporation, the remedy 
is provided by the last section of the act; the 
charter may be instantly revoked. This is, in- 
deed, a power which might be tyrannically exer- 
cised in other hands, but it may safely be intrust- 
ed to Congress, and I would not fear to intrust it 
even to its present opponents. 

Under the conviction, therefore, Mr. Futter 
said, that the act proposed was perfectly within 
the Constitutional powers of Congress, and that 
it was not merely innocent but highly advantage- 
ous in its tendency to the public service, as well 
as most laudable in the individuals who were 
more particularly concerned, he earnestly hoped 
it would be adopted. 

Mr. Mircue i, of South Carolina, said, he was 
much interested in the fate of the bill. Its object 
was charitable, and the motives, which actuated 
the gallant men who had applied for it, were such 
as every member on the floor must approve. It 

must be admitted, on all sides, that there were no 
persons to whom the nation was so much indebted 
as the officers of the Navy. They had not only 
protected our commerce, but had redeemed our 
character, and caused the American name to be 
felt and feared in the most distant latitudes. 
Surely, then, an application by them for our aid, 
in raising a benevolent society, whose object was 
to support their wives and children, when left poor 
and comfortless, must meet in every liberal mind 
with the warmest encouragement. But, however 
warmly he felt this sentiment—however alive his 
sympathies might be to the object of the bill, Mr. 
M. said he could not give it his support in its pre- 
sent shape. It was clearly unconstitutional. Ac- 
cording to the bill, the incorporation was to be 
general in its operation; its jurisdiction was to 
extend over the whole United States; and its cor- 
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porate powers, like those of the National Bank, tp 
operate ard be recognised in every part of the 

nion. The doctrine concerning our right to ere. 
ate corporations, had been laid down with great 
ability by the first Secretary of the Treasury, anj 
had been so frequently confirmed by successive de. 
cisions of this House, as to become the common 
law of the land. No one would now contend, 
that we had generally a right to create corpora. 
tions. They were admitted, and. to be justified 
only under the restrictions of the last clause of 
that section of the Constitution which enumerates 
the powers of Congress. Where a corporation js 
political in its charactér—where it is essentially 
necessary to the execution of a power expressly 
vested in us—where that power could not be ex- 
ercised to full effect without the existence of such 
a corporation, there, and there alone, are we jus- 
tifiable in creating it. It was on this principle 
that the Nationai Bank had been established, 
Such an institution was found necessary to the 
correct management of our fiscal concerns; in 
peace and in war the Government would be feeble 
without it. According to this rule, can we con- 
stitutionally create the corporation, as described in 
the bill? e cannot. Is it political in its char- 
acter? No. It is a society of t rivate charity, in- 
tended to benefit the wives and children of deceased 
officers, who haveno more connexion with the Gov- 
ernment than the wives and children of any other 
persons. Will it subserve to the execution of any 
of our enumerated powers? This surely cannot be 
pretended. He was clearly of opinion, therefore, 
that we cannot, as the Congress of the United 
States, in our capacity as national legislators, 
grant the charter described in the bill. But can 
we grant it as the local legislature of the District 
of Columbia? Mr. M. said he would endeavor to 
show that we could not, in its present shape; but 
if the amendments which he had risen to propose, 
were adopted, he thought it would then be legal, 
and might be passed. 

Mr. M. said, he perfectly accorded with the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Har- 
DIN,) that we could exercise over the people of 
this District any power of legislation which the 
States could exercise within their respective limits. 
Have the States a right to create corporations of 
any character and for any purpose? Certainly. 
But such corporations have no jurisdiction any 
where else. When they are recognised as corpo- 
rate bodies in the courts of sister States, it is not 
of right, but from courtesy. He had been informed 
by a most enlightened and respectable member of 
the West, that, by a judicial decision in Kentucky, 
the bank of a sister State could not sue within the 
ec of that State, in its corporate capacity. 

t was necessary that the action should be brought 
in the names of the individual stockholders. He 
was informed from another quarter, that a similar 
decision had been made in Virginia. Mr. Mirca- 
ELL said, he was not lawyer enough to give an 
opinion on this subject ; but he had too high a re- 
spect for these authorities to suppose the decisions 
incorrect. Taking this for granted, the corpora- 
tion described in the bill is unconstitutional, be- 























to bring suit in its corporate capacity in any court 
of the United States: Whereas, Congress, as the 
local legislature of the District, has no right to 
create a corporation for private purposes having 
more extensive jurisdiction than the corporations 
ereated by the States. He would presently intro- 
duce an amendment to confine the jurisdiction of 
the corporation to the limits of the District; and, 
if it should be adopted by the House, the bill in 
this respect might pass, as its unconstitutionality 
would be cured. The honorable gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Seren) had objected to the 
charter, because the capital was not limited, nor 
located within the District of Columbia. Mr. 
MircHe.t said, he considered these objections 
well founded, and to remove them, he would sub- 
mit an amendment to satisfy the 
these points. If, then, the powers of the corpora- 
tion should be confined to the District of Colum- 
bia; if the capital should be located within its 
limits; if its amount should be prescribed and 
determined, he could not conceive a single objec- 


tion to the bill; and with the warmest sincerity | 


he hoped it might pass. 

Mr. Mitcue t then submitted two amendments: 
one to limit the capital to the sum of $200,000 ; 
and to locate it in the District of Columbia ; and, 
another, to enable the corporation to bring suits 
in courts having competent jurisdiction ; both of 
which were agreed to. 


cause, in the first section, it is vested with power 


entleman on | 
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Two other members, to wit: from Vermont, 
Cuarzes Ricu, and from North Carolina, Lemus. 
Sawyer, appeared, and took their seats. 

The rule of the House this day took effect, 
which limits the presentation of petitions, after 
thirty days from the commencement of the ses- 
sion, to Mondays. No petition of course was pre- 
sented this day. 

The Committee on the Judiciary were dis- 


| charged from the further consideration of the 
| Message of the President of the United States, 


received yesterday, in relation to the laws of the 
Territory of Florida, and it was laid on the table. 
Mr. Scort, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was recommitted the bill enabling 
the claimants to lands within the limits of the 
Territory of Missouri, to institute proceedings to 


try the validity of the claims, reported a new bill» 


to enable the holders of incomplete French and 
Spanish titles to lands within that part of the late 
province of Louisiana, which is now comprised 
within the limits of the State of Missouri, to in- 
stitute proceedings to try the validity thereof, and 


| to obtain complete titles for the same, when found 


to be valid; which bill was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

The House then proceded to the consideration 
of the resolution submitted by Mr. Mrrcue ct, of 
South Carolina, on the 31st ultimo, in relation to 


Mr. Gitmer, of Georgia, said, he perfectly ac- | surgeons in the Navy of the United States, and 


Mr. MirTcHeELL,) in regard to corporations. 


corded with the Yin regan from South Carolina, 
nited States, he comtended, have no power to 


incorporate Associations for any general purpose | 


whatever. There is but one other power,to cover 


such a bill as this, and that is the power_of exer- | 


cising exclusive legislation over this District. 
What is the object of all Government? 
cure and protect the rights of persons living.with- 


in the territory over which that Government is 


* established. Mr. G. then contended that Congress 


can create no corporation, under its power of ex- 
clusive legislation in this District, the object of 


To se- | 





| the same being again read, was agreed to. * 
The | 
| Affairs, made a report on the petition of John 


Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military 


Goodall, accompanied by a bill for his relief ; 
which bill was read twice, and committed tqa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McCoy’s resolution, yesterday laid on the 
table, requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to 
report the amount of all fines assessed upon the 
citizens of the State of Virginia, for the non-per- 
formance of militia duty, during the late war with 
Great Britain, and what expenses the United 
Statés have incurred in such assessment, with the 


which is not to secure and protect the rights of | amount that has been collected by the Marshals, 


citizens within the District of Columbia. It is 
either under this power, or it is under the suppo- 
sition of a general power, that this bill is presented 
to the House. Upon the face of this bill, the ob- 
ject of the proposed corporation is a general one. 
So far as it is general, and intended to operate 
without this District, its passage would be in vio- 
lation of the powers of this Government. As far 
as the amendment proposed, went, he was in favor 
of it, but he wished it to be made broader, &c. 

[Mr. M. then modified his amendment, which 
was then agreed to.] 

Mr. McLane, of Delaware, made remarks at 
some length in favor of the bill, which are not 
here inserted, because he expressed himself to the 
same effect, but more at large, on the next day. 
F Mr. Haroin, of Kentucky, made some further 
remarks in opposition to the bill. 

The question was not taken, when, on motion, 
the House adjourned. , 


and paid over to the Treasury of the United 
States, or otherwise accounted for, was considered 
and agreed to. 

The resolution of Mr. ALLen, of Tennessee, 
also, calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for 
information relative to a loan of $100,000 made 
to Scott, Thornton, and White, late city commis- 
sioners, and the time when, and authority under 
which the loan was made, the conditions to be 

rformed, and the accountability secured ; how 

ar the same has been complied with, and the dif- 
ficulties existing to its settlement with the Trea- 
sury accounting officers, was taken up and adopted. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Denison, 
likewise requesting the Secretary of the Treasury 
to report the time to which the accounts of the 
General Post Office have been rendered to the 
Treasury Department, and settled, and the differ- 
ences existing between contracts for transporting 
the mails, and the amount paid on those contracts, 
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specifiying cases in which such difference is found, | 


was taken up, and also adopted. 

On motionof Mr. Mircue.t, of South Carolina, 
the Committee on Commerce were directed to 
inquire into the expediency of erecting a light- 
house or beacon on Cape Romain, between the 
ports of Georgetown and Charleston, in the State’ 
of South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. Hixt, the Committee on Com- 
merce were instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
<7 of building a lighthouse on Great Duck Isl- 
and, near Mount Desert, on the eastern coast of 
Maine. 

On motion of Mr. Wiiitam Smita, the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads were in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of discon- 
tinuing the post route from Lewis Courthouse to 
Nitholas Courthouse, in Virginia. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was, on 
motion of Mr. McLanz, ordered to lie on the table ; 
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill making a partial appropri- 
ation for the support of Government; and, no ob- 
— being made to it, the bill was ordered to 
be en and read a third time, which was 
subsequently done, and the bill passed. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, to wit: An act appropriating moneys for the 
ve of repairing the National Road from Cum- 

d to Wheeling; An act for the relief of 
Robert Purdy; An act for the relief of James 
Nichols; and An act for the relief of Daniel 
Seward ; in which bills they ask the concurrence 
of this House. 


The Speaker laid before the House the follow- 
ing communications from the Secretary of the 

avy, viz: 

1. A report on the petition of William Mahy, 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

2. Transmitting a statement of the expenditure 
and application of all such sums of moneys as 
have n drawn from the Treasury on account 
of the Navy, from 1st October, 1821, to thes30th 
of June, 1822; and the unexpended balances of 
former appropriations remaining in the Treasury 
on the 1st of October, 1821; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

3. Transmitiing an abstract exhibiting the ex- 
penditures under the head of “Contingent Ex- 
penses,” for the year ending on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1822 ; which received the same direction. 

4. Transmitting a printed copy of the Rules 
and Regulations for the Naval Service of the Uni- 
ted States, prepared under the authority of an act | 
of the 7th of February, 1815, with such alterations 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The Speaker laid before the House the follow. 
ing letter from the Postmaster General : 


Grenerat Post Orrice, Jan. 7, 1823, 

Sin: In obedience to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, passed the 31st December, relating to 
the state and condition of the Cumberland Road, the 
obstacles (existing) to the safe and speedy transporta. 
tion of the United States mail on said road, and what 
effect they may have, if not removed, on the expendi. 
ture of the Post Office Department, I have the honor 
to communicate that, in the month of November last, 
I passed over the whole of that road, and, travelling 
only by daylight, was enabled to observe its state and 
condition, which I attentively did, 

The western (being the newest) part of the road, is 
in a ruinous state, and becoming rapidly impaired. 

In some places the bed of the road is cut through by 
wheels, making cavities which continually increase 
and retain water, which, by softening the road, con- 
tribute to the enlargement of the cavities; in others, 
the road is much injured, by the sliding down of 
earth and rocks from the elevated hills, and by the 
falling off of parts of the road down steep and precipi- 
tous declivities of several hundred feet; so much 
abridging the width of the road, that two carriages 
cannot pass each other. 

Obstacles do really exist to the safe and speedy 
transportation of the United States mail upon that 
road. ‘The mail contractors have sometimes been ne- 
cessitated to remove them before the mail could pass 
on; and such delay produced, that the mail stages 
have in some instances been unable to reach their point 
of arrival in due season to deliver over the mail, and 
consequently producing failures. 

If these obstacles are suffered to exist and increase, 
the great Western mail must be transported on length- 
ier, oblique, and circuitous roads, which will retard 
the expedition of the mail, and considerably enhance 
the expenditure of the Post Office Department. 

The Camberland Road, so interesting to the nation, 
“will, in my opinion, formed by observations when upon 
it, cease to be useful unless repaired. That part of 
the road contigaous to Cumberland,-and the oldest, is 
im a tulerably good condition, because it has been sea- 
sonably and judiciously repaired ; which repair was 
true economy in the preservation of the road. 

I enclose a letter from J. L. Skinner, Esq., an intel- 
ligent and practical gentleman, on the subject of that 
road; also, another from George Dowson, Esq., a 
gentleman of much respectability. 

I have the honor tv be, &c. 

RETURN J. MEIGS, Jr. 
Hon. Partie P. Bansour, Speaker Ho. Reps. 


The letter was read, and, with the enclosures, 
ordered to lie or the table. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, &c. 
The joint resolution of Mr. A. Smyrna, of Vir- 


and additions as have been deemed necessary, | ginia, proposing several amendments to the Con- 
communicated in obedience to a resolution of the| stitution, to disqualify for holding office all per- 


23d ultimo; which received a similar disposition. | sons who shall be members of the House of Rep- 





The Speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, transmitting a list 
of the persons employed in the General Post Office 
as clerks, in the year 1822, with the compensation 
of each; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


resentatives, at the time of an election of President 
of the United States, &c., was read a second time. 

Mr. A. Smyru, of Virginia, rose, and said that 
he would very briefly state the reasons which in- 
duced him to offer this amendment to the Consti- 
tution. He admitted that a nation ought not fre- 
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quently to alter itsfundamental laws. But as no former times. If Louis XVIII. could see, with 


wisdom could foresee all defects in a form of gov-| joy, France conquered and despoiled by foreign 
ernment; when those defects shall appear, and | armies, because a consequence thereof was, that 


especially when they shall appear during the 
youth of a nation, and threaten to produce perni- 
cious consequences, it would not be prudent to 
refuse to amend them. And there is a difference, 
he said, between altering the provisions actually 
made by the Constitution, and adding, by way of 
amendment, such further provisions as time shall 
rove to be required. 

The Constitution had, he said, been but twelve 
years in operation when a person was nearly made 
President by the House of Representatives, to 
whom the people had not given a single vote 
with intention that he should fill that office. An 
amendment has been made to the Constitution, 
providing against the recurrence of such an event; 
and this shows that no foresight can be relied on 
that is not the result of experience. 

It now appears probable that it will frequently 


happen that the choice of President will be made | 


by the House of Representatives. And it has 
been shown that, as, in making this choice, the 
vote will be given by States, thirty-one Represent- 
atives out of two hundred and twelve, represent- 
ing a little more than one-seventh part of the 
people, may choose a President. Ten Represent- 
atives may give the vote of seven States. 

I do not, said he, propose to alter even that pro- 
vision of the Constitution; but I propose to pre- 
vent some of the mischiefs to which that provision 
manifestly tends. The mischiets I apprehend are 
these: That the tine may arrive when the wealth 
and population of the nation, being greatly in- 
creased, the power and patronage of the Execu- 
tive may be also greatly increased ; and the Presi- 
dential Chair may consequently become more de- 
sirable than it now is in the eyes of ambitious | 
men. The President having the appointment of | 
all the civil and military officers of the United | 


| he should occupy the Throne of that country for 

| a few years of his old age, can we doubt that some 
candidate for the Presidential Chair of this great 
Republic will be found disposed to use all the 
power of the office of President as a means of 
obtaining the first situation in his country? Call 
the office what you will, he who fills it is elected 

| for years to a seat in which he exercises Kingly 

| power. 

The amendment which I offer, said Mr. S., will 
remove from the election, or choice of President, 
the influence arising from the desire, expectation, 
or hope, of office. I anticipate from it very bene- 
ficial effects in securing the purity and tranquillity 

| of those most important elections. The exclusion 
| of a small number of citizens which will not, at 
| the next election, exceed 260, if an election is 
| made by the Electors, or 212 if the choice shall 
be made by the Representatives, cannot be-in any 
| wise detrimental to the interests of the United 
| States. Some have proposed to exclude from of- 
fice, at all times, members of Congress. I do not 
agree to that proposition—not seeing any suffi- 
cient motive for creating such a disability—but I 
would exclude the Representatives whenever they 
shall have been Electors of a President. Mr. 8. 
' concluded by entreating the members of the House, 
| who might expect to be in the next Congress, to 
| prepare their minds to make this sacrifice to the 
| welfare of their country, and thereby secure, as 
| far as practicable, the purity of the Government 
| and the durability of the Constitution, &c. 

Mr. S. then moved to commit the resolution to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union: which was agreed to. 


NAVAL FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 


States and foreign Ministers, and power to re-| the bill to incorporate the United States Naval 


move the whole except the judges, this will en- 
able him te confer wealth and power on those to 
whom he shall be indebted for his elevation. 
Thus, the offices within the grant of the Presi- 
dent will supply, with the means of amply re- 
warding his Tice, any man whose name should 
be found among the three highest on the list of 
votes given by the Electoral Colleges, and who 
shall have no scruples to prevent him from hold- 
ing out to those who will support him the promise 
of rewards. Thus the more lax the principles of 
the man the greater the advantage which he will 
derive from this situation of things. 

From the interest which the next Presidential 
election already excites throughout the nation, it 
is manifest that these elections of President are, 
in time to come, to endanger the tranquillity, per- 
haps the peace, perhaps the Constitution, of the 
United States. A Throne, said Mr. S., is a great 
temptation. Seldom have those who saw a scep- 
tre within their reach failed to endeavor to grasp 
it; although, before they could secure it, crimes 
must be committed, and blood flow in torrents. 
We need not, said Mr. S., consult the history of 


| Fraternal Association. 
| Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia took the floor. He 
began his remarks by protesting against the influ- 
ence attempted to be enlisted in support of the 
bill, from the connexion of the naval officers with 
it. He alluded to the admiration of the naval 
officers, which had become identified with the 
patriotic feeling of the country, and which was to 
be ascribed, he said, not exclusively to their achieve- 
ments, but in part to the qualities manifested by 
the application for the bill, their humanity, the 
sure associate of chivalrous sentiment, and their 
fraternal attachment, the source of much of that 
pride of character for which they were distin- 
guished. Toa bill addressing the appeal which 
this did to feeling, there was but one considera- 
tion strong enough to induce resistance, and that 
was derived from the questionable character of 
the power,, the exercise of which its adoption 
would involve. If this were the character, Mr. A. 
said, of the power ; if there existed a well-ground- 
ed doubt of our competency to grant the boon 
which was requested, without a violation of the 
trust under which we exercised legislation ; if 
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hazard were to be incurred in conceding the ap- 
plication, by which the interest of an inconsider- 
able number of persons would be consulted, of 
impairing that highest interest of an incalculable 
number—their interest in the Constitution ;—the 
‘naval officers would be the loudest to applaud the 
opposition to the bill. They were the last to 
accept a personal boon at the price of detriment, 
or the hazard of it, to their country. 

The question Mr. A. had considered as confined 
to the particular character of the exercise of the 
power of incorporation proposed by the bill, with- 
out involving any discussion of a general power 
of this kind in the Government. He understood, 
however, his friend from Delaware (Mr. McLanr) 
to contend for the general power. (Mr. McLane 
explained.] Mr. A. expressed his satisfaction at 
the explanation, from the regret he should have 
in seeing his friend the advocate of erroneous 
Opinions, in relation to a subject so important as 
the construction of the powers of the Government. 
And there were few opinions, he thought, in re- 
lation to the subject, more erroneous than that 
which imputed to the Government the power he 
had alluded to. It stood condemned as a deriva- 
tion from implication, not only by its important 
and substantive character, but by the further attri- 
bute of its peculiar fertility of incidents. And if 
the doctrine could obtain, Mr. A. said, of the de- 
rivation, in an incidental character, of powers 
qualified to become themselves the sources of other 
incidental powers, there would be no limit to, nor 
any safety under, the sweep of this constructive 
interpretation. 

Mr. A. proceeded to inquire into the character 
of the corporation which it was proposed to es- 
tablish. ould it be a corporation, he asked, for 
the District of Columbia or for the Union, ‘and 
testify the exercise of a local or a general power 
of legislation? It was by the result of this ques- 
tion of construction that the character of the bill, 
as respected constitutionality, was to be decided. 
He adverted to the tests which had been suggest- 
ed for determining this jurisdiction of the corpo- 
ration; the correctness of which he denied; and 
it was to the mistake in this respect, he thought 
the error of the opinion which maintained the 
Constitutional character of this exercise of power 
was to be ascribed. The résidence of the mem- 
bers or persons forming the corporation, by their 
association, did not supply this test of the juris- 
diction of the corporation. These persons might | 
reside in part or altogether in a different country 
and political dominion from that which compre- 
hended the corporation. Neither did the jurisdic- 
tion of the place in which the functions required 
for the conduct of the corporation were performed, 
necessarily describe its proper jurisdiction. The 
corporation was distinguishable both from the 
persons who contributed to form and the persons 
who administered its functions. 
residence, therefore, were not necessarily the same 
as respected legal jurisdiction. The corporation, 
though formed by the association of natural per- 
sons, and put in motion by their agency, formed 
what was called an artificial legal person—that 


oe 


Their spheres of | 


is to say, a mere capacity or body of legal capaci- 
ties of action. To what legal jurisdiction could 
this artificial person be considered as belonging? 
Manifestly to that in which it enjoyed its life— 
that is to say, in which it had its operation. Its 
legai action constituted its existence. Wherever 
this action extended, there it must reside; and to 
the political jurisdiction which controlled this 
sphere of action it must belong. It was to the 
—_ regular action of the corporation, however 

at which resulted from the design of its insti- 
tution—that this remark applied. Kay irrregular 
action, not comprehended is this design, did not 
fall within the just sense of the operation. It was 
the sphere of its appointed and proper operation, 
then, which pointed out the et place and juris- 
diction of a corporation. This jurisdiction might 
be the same or larger than that i in which the 
functions of the corporation were performed, at 
the election of the authority from which the corpo- 
ration emanated, according to its peculiar design. 
There was no greater necessity for confining the 
operation, or considering it as confined, to the 
particular district of municipal jurisdiction, than 
the particular city or house in which the func- 
tions of the corporation were required to be per- 
formed. The obstacle to just apprehension pro- 
ceeded from not distinguishing with sufficient 
clearness the operation from the functions—the 
operation, though requiring the exercise of the 
functions for its production, constituting the bein 
of the corporation, and defining therefore its resi- 
dence as respected legal jurisdiction. The oper- 
ation, as was obvious, might flow to a distance 
indefinitely remote from its source. It was the 
extent of this flow which determined the limits of 
the jurisdiction to which it belonged. If a ques- 
tion arose, therefore, whether a given limit of 
Mprere te would be transcended by the estab- 
ishment of a particular corporation, the extent 
intended to be given to the operation of the cor- 
poration, supplied the test by which it was to be 
decided. if the operation were intended to reach 
beyond this limit, then the boundary of the au- 
thority was transgressed. 

Here, then, Mr. A. said, was a clear criterion 
established, for ascertaining the local or general 
character of the corporation, established under the 
complex jurisdiction of Congress, as the Legisla- 
ture of ihe District and the Union. If the test 
were a just one, it would resolve all difficulties. 
Let it be applied to the case of the corporation un- 
der consideration. The scope of its intended oF 
eration was the test of the chaimetes of the cor 
ration. What was the scope of the intende ed 
operation of this corporation? Was it intended 
to have its effect, to realize its ends in the District 
of Columbia? He would not ask whether the 
exclusive operation which would be necessary to 
give validity to the exercise of power, was any 
material part of it contemplated in the District? 
Might it not, with truth, be affirmed, that the 
whole real, he did not speak of the nominal o iv eo 
ation, was contemplated beyond the limits of the 
District? Was the allegatioh of incorporation 
for the District any thing more, indeed, than a 
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fiction to give jurisdiction? The beneficial ef-| be as unquestionable in the States in which’no 


fects, the fruits of the power, the moving consid- 
erations to the creation of the corporation, were 
to be realized beyond the District? The friends 
of the bill would not deny this. They would not 
deny that the establishment of the corporation 
would be a matter of indifference, if its effects 
were to be restricted to the limits of the District. 
Were they treating our understandings fairly, 
then, in requiring us to characterize this institu- 
tion as a mere corporation for the District? Mr. 
A. said that this appeared to him to be so far from 
a just description, that he was compelled to re- 
affirm the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Harptn,) that the idea of incorpora- 
tion for the District was colorable only, and that 
the measure involved in its real character the at- 
tainment, indirectly, of an end, which there was 
no direct power to attain. He spoke of the effect 
and the character only, not its motives, disclaim- 
ing all intention of personal imputation. If gen- 
tlemen could be induced to view the bill in the 
light which he did, he had no doubt of their con- 
currence with him in rejecting it. That this was 
the true view of it, he must continue to main- 
tain; and that the effect of its adoption would, 
therefore, be an elusion of the restriction, which 
was not denied to exist in the powers of the Gov- 
ernment, in this respect. 

Mr. A. proceeded to adduce illustrations of his 
view, that the general character of the proposed 
corporation was demonstrated by its general oper- 
ation, and that its establishment could not, there- 
fore, be Constitutional. The Government itself 
was a corporation with the seat of performance of 
its functions in the District of Columbia; but it 
was, notwithstanding this position of the seat of 
its functions, the Geveriivint of the United 
States, from its operation on the United States. 
The acts of Congress, though passed in the city 
of Washington, were the laws of the United 
States. The criterion on which his friend from 
Delaware had relied, as evincing the local charac- 
ter of this corporation, that the orders for the dis- 
bursement of its funds would have to be made in 
the District, was fallacious. The local or general 
character of the corporation was to be determined 
by its operation, not its functions, and the orders 
for disbursement of its funds, made a part of its 
functions, and not its operation. It was the ap- 
plication of its funds which constituted its oper- 
ation. The orders for disbursement were only 
essential preliminaries to it. If the principle of 
the inference were sound, as the orders for the 
disbursement of the public moneys were made at 
the Treasury, this department would be an insti- 
tution of the District, or of the city, and not of 
the United States. 3 

Mr. A. instanced the case of the Bank of the 
United States. Suppose, he said, this institution, 
established with the same legal operation over the 
Union which it had at present, but without 
branches, and possessing only a single office for 
the discharge of its functions, located in the Dis- 
trict, it would still be the Bank of the United 
States. Its existence as a legal institution would 

17th Con. 2d Sess—17 


offices were established, as in those in which they 
were. Gentlemen, however, would have to con- 
tend for the contrary propositions, who maintained 
the local character of the present corporation. 

Mr. A. derived a further illustration of his ar- 
gument from the case of the custom-houses. There 
was an anecdote of Mr. Jefferson, that a gentle- 
man, pressing on him the political importance of 
New York, from the amount of its contributions 
to the Treasury, he replied by inquiring if the 
custom-house were transferred to the Jersey shore, 
what would then be the source of these contribu- 
tions? The inference was of parallel character 
here. Previously to the transfer, would the in- 
stitution be an establishment of New York, or 
subsequently of New Jersey, or, in either event, of 
the United States? If the latter, the sphere of 
operation of an institution, and not the place of 
performance of its functions, gave the rule, as 
respected the jurisdiction to which it attached. 

The incorporation of the District banks and the 
Columbian College, had been supposed to pre- 
sent cases in conflict with the conclusion, from 
the argument which had been stated. The prin- 
ciple of distinction was obvious between these 
corporations and the corporation under considera- 
tion. It was the scupe of the proper operation of 
a corporation, and not effects resulting from it be- 
yond its design, which gave the rule for determin- 
ing the jurisdiction of which its establishment 
was to be considered as an exercise. Any opera- 
tion which the banks incorporated for the District 
might have beyond its limits, was not to be con- 
sidered as forming a part of their proper operation. 
A currency being required, or supposed to be re- 
quired for the District, it was within the com- 
petency of Congress, as its legislature, to make 
provision for such an object. It was an object, 
not of nominal merely, but real character, which 
not only colored, but covered the establishment of 
these institutions. The possibility of the occar- 
rence of an indirect irregular operation beyond 
the District, was not to defeat the exercise of an 
acknowledged district power, for the accomplish- 
ment of a necessary district purpose. The want 
of jurisdiction beyond the District, was not to pre- 
vent the exercise cf a legitimate jurisdiction which 
had a valid relation to the District. If, indeed, 
these institutions were framed upon a scale adapt- 
ing them for operation beyond the District, as well 
as within its limits, this would be evidence of an 
abuse, but not an assumption of jurisdiction. An 
unwatrantable abusive exercise of an admitted 
jurisdiction, was not usurpation, though it was 
nearly allied to usurpation of jurisdiction. But 
the case here, would not be a mere abusive exten- 
sion, but substantial assumption of authority. 
The distinction perhaps was nice, but it was per- 
fectly intelligible. The establishment of the 
banks had a real reference to purposes to be at- 
tained within the District. They would havea 
sufficient object for their establishment, though 
not perhaps on the same scale as respected num- 
ber and amount of capital, if there was a certainty 
of the circulation of their notes not extending be- 
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-yond the District. Their principal operation 
really took place in the proper and regular sphere 
of their operation in the District. But this would 

not be the case with the corporation which it was 
now proposed to establish. The name of the 
District was only used in this case, to give ef- 

fect to an operation which had its real purposes 
and scope beyond the limits of the District. Even 
if the establishment of this corporation, like the 


undue extension of the banks, were only an abuse, | 


and not a substantive assumption of jurisdiction, 
the argument applied against it with nearly the 
same force, as an abuse of the grossest possible de- 
scription. A similar course of remark applied to 
the case of the Columbian College. The estab- 
-lishment of a seminary for education was a real 
»mecessity of the District. Provision for it was 


» within the competency of Congress, as the legisla- 


»ture of this District. The possibility of an abu- 
sive extension, as respected the scale of this pro- 
vision, could not discharge the right to make it, 
any more than the duty of exercising this right. 
If the provision were really characterized by this 
andue extension, still the vice which adhered to 
it was not defect in the authority to establish. 
This institution did not not stand then on the 
same footing of authority with the corporation 


: under consideration. 


The power then which Mr. Arcuer denied, 
was not, as the argument of gentlemen supposed, 
a power to incorporate for the District, but, arot 
the District, for the Union; and thus to obtain an 
authority over the States which was not given by 
It was not the arbitrary or 


trict, which was contested ; but the competency 
to pervert it to a co-extensive authority over the 
Union. This was the doctrine which had been 
easserted in effect by the Supreme Court, in the 
‘decision in the case of Cohens and Virginia, 
His friend from 
Delaware (Mr. McLane) had fallen into an error 
in stating this decision, from confounding the two 
-opinions delivered by the court on the point of ju- 
risdiction, and on the merits. When he combined 


a view of the possible employment of this doc- 


trine to purposes of danger, with what he consid- 
ered to be its fallacy, he found it diffieult, Mr. A. 
‘said, to put a measure to his reprobation of it. It 
“was the principle of the bill then, which might 

rove an entering wedge to this doctrine, which 
cS resisted. He would not lend his aid to plant 
«this seed, which might expand and bear fruits 
fraught with poison to his country. The propo- 


sitions could not be controverted; that the opera- 
--tion of the bill was as wide as the Union, and that 


no power could be shown, to give it this extent of 
operation. The inference from the absolute char- 
acter of the district power, availed nothing to the 
argument; because no power, however absolute, 
could have a competency to transcend the sphere 
of its territorial limits, in its exertion. 

Mr. A. stated a further objection to the power 


limitation on the general authority derived fron 
the distinction betwer the general and municj 
character of objects of jurisdiction, was now gep. 
erally recognised. If this limitation were not ob. 
served, there was none of a constructive characte, 
which had a chance of being respected. But the 
object in the present case, a charity, was strictly 
municipal in its character. It was an object, to, 
which could be carried into effect in a better map. 
ner by the exercise of State than of Federal ay. 

thority, (which was one evidence, by-the-by, 9 

its municipal character,) from the more equitabj: 

apportionment which would be established betwee) 
the local burden and the local benefit, where eac) 

State incorporated for so much of the object a; 
was to be obtained within its limits. it was ; 
burden, however, which, to the extent to whic) 
the object merited support, ought to fall on th 

public authority, State or Federal, and not on the 

naval officers; whose emoluments were too scanty. 
as they were too well earned to be subjected 

charge or diversion for an object which was o/ 
public concern. The object was attainable wu 

every proper extent, under the Federal Goven. 
ment, by the exercise of the power to pensiou, 

For the Government did possess, Mr. Arcus 

said, a power to pension, though it did not posses 

a power to incorporate; of which he hoped we 

| Should give an evidence in a few days, by a 
unanimous concurrence in the passage of a bill 
on the table, the bill for the relief of the mother 
and sister of the late Lieutenant Allen. 

The friends of the bill, Mr. AncuErR conclude 
by remarking, appeared to him to be placed in « 
dilemma. If the bill was not to have its effect 
beyond the District, it was nugatory ; if it were, 
it was unauthorized. Direct power to attain the 
object was not pretended; indirect attainment 
could not be justified. As respected the beneficen' 
character of the object, it ought to induce distrust 
in as great degree as favor ; assumptions of av- 
thority being always first presented in this dis 
guise. It was the history of all successful usurpo- 
tion, that the first encroachments were gilded by 
plausible objects or pretences ; and these served a: 
precedents for others, till links in sufficient num- 
ber were added, and the chain rendered strong 

| enough to bind irretrievably the rights and the 
hands of the people. 

Mr. Woop, of New York said: Sir, it is ad- 
mitted that the bill before the House embrace 
objects not of a local nature, and is intended for 

| the benefit of persons not within the District. 

| The advocates of the bill claim the power (0 
pass it under the sixteenth clause of the eighth 
section of the first article of the Constitution, which 

| gives Congress exclusive legislation, in all case 

| whatsoever, over such district, not exceeding tet 
| miles square, as might be ceded to them by any 
the States, for the Seat of Government. Under 
| this clause, the friends of the bill contend tha! 
| Congress, within the District, have supreme pow! 
| over all objects whatsoever, that if the functiods 


to pass the bill, derived from the character of its | of a corporation are performed within the Distric|, 


object, even supposing the existence of a general | the objects and parties interested, may be foreig2 


power of incorporation in the Government. The | to it. 
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Ot hh atest 
‘Without controverting the litera] meaning of | and not to furnish a resting place for the lever of 
the terms of this clause, I apprehend that a prac- | constructive power, by which the States might be 
tical operation of this construction would lead to | thrown from their orbits. 
the exercise of power hostile to the intention of The limitation of territory to the maximum of 
the Constitution, by a fair and reasonable inter- | ten miles square, corroborates the same conclusion. 
pretation of the whole instrument, and destructive | Much less than this would have been sufficient 
to the relative powers of the General and State | for the erection of the public buildings, and the 
Governments, as adjusted by the Constitution; | accommodation of the public officers; and the 
and that some limit must be assigned to the exer- | amendment proposed to this clause by the Con- 
cise of this power, to give effect to such intention, | vention of Virginia, and one or two other States, 
and to guard against such mischief. favors the opinion that it was then supposed the 
Every instrument is to be so construed as to| whole extent would not be accepted, or, if accepted, 
give effect to the whole, if possible; and if some | would not embrace any considerable portion of 
of its provisions are contrary to others, it is sub- So and would only need the ordinary re- 
ject to such construction as best comports with | i ations of police, or a very limited authority. 
the obvious intention of the parties. If a literal | ‘The omission of the Constitution to define the na- 
construction of this clause, by the occurrence of | ture of this power, or to restrict its exercise, so as 
any unforeseen event, embraces a larger field than | to render it conformable to the municipal power 
was intended, and especially if it can be construed | of the States, is conclusive to show that it was 
to authorize a power which: in its exercise, will | not then believed, either from its minuteness or 
interfere with the powers reserved to the States | locality, that it would ever come in conflict with 
by the Constitution, ought not Congress, by a cau- | the power of the States. ae 
tious legislation, to control its operation, and pre- The like conclusion results from the mischiefs 


yent such conflict ? of a contrary construction. By the sixth article 
That the power of Congress over the District | of the Constitution, all laws passed by Congress, 
was not intended to be universal, or extra-territo- | without any distinction between those of a local 
ng Z in pb ei be sy eat, if we rs it | and to alae x a general ean oe 
the object of our Union—the character of the | preme. Ifthe exclusive power of Congress within 
inirers of the General and State Governments— | this District can be awe to embrace objects 
the object of the power over the District—the | without the District, then every act of Congress 
limitation of the territory—and by the conse- | in relation to the District, that can have an opera- 
quences of a contrary construction. tion beyond its limits, must control the laws of the 
The object of the union of the States is public | States, whenever it comes in conflict with them. 
security. The State governments are adequate | On this construction, can the conflicts be imagined 
to every other purpose. The people of the United | that may ensue with State laws, and the rights of 
States, at the adoption of the Constitution, made | their citizens? By this construction, Congress 
a new distribution of their sovereign power; to | may incorporate an East and West India Com- 
the General Government they intrusted the public | pany, a Fur Company, Manufacturing Companies, 
force, the power of peace and war, the subject of | and, indeed, may convert the whole population of 
revenue, the regulation of commerce, and inter- | the District into companies of monopolists, and 
course with foreign nations, with certain specified | enable them to engross the most profitable busi- 
_ powers that required uniform regulations through- | ness of the country, to the injury of the equal 
out the country, with correspondent judicial au- | rights of the citizens of the several States. 
thority; and reserved to the State governments| This construction renders the municipal power 
the protection of person and property, the subject | of Congress over the District superior to the mu- 
of internal trade and internal improvements, and | nicipal power of the States; the laws of one State 
} 





administration of justice, with all other local and | have no effect in any other but what is accorded, 
municipal powers. by comity; the laws of Congress go clothed with 
The powers committed to the General Govern- | authority, and ride over State laws and State 
ment are of a general character, and were intended | tribunals. 
for national purposes. Those reserved to the State | Is not the construction contended for clearly a 
exsements are of a local nature, and intended | surprise on the people of the United States? Is 
or local purposes. Each government was in-| it not evidently contrary to the intention of the 
tended to be independent in the exercise of the | compact? The location of the District to the ex- 
power intrusted to it. Both are supreme in the | tent authorized, embracing a large and growing 
exercise of their legitimate powers. This arrange- | population, has produced a state of things not con- 
ment of power, adjusted with so much care and | templated by the Constitution, and which subjects 
jealousy, would be totally defeated by a construc- | the exercise of the indefinite power of Congress, 
tion that would authorize Congress to attach the | over it, to difficulty and embarrassment in every 
character of nationality to the laws of this Dis- | other rule of construction than that which gives 
trict. effect to the whole instrument. To give that 
The same conclusion results from the object of | effect, the power of Congress over the District 
the grant. The sole purpose of this was to render | must be restricted to the local purposes of the Dis- 
Congress independent in the exercise of their func- | trict. This construction is agreeable to the inten- 
tions ; to preserve their deliberations free and un- | tion of the Convention who framed it, and of the 
interrupted, without the aid of State authority, | people who adopted it; it preserves the symmetry 
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of the Constitution; secures the citizens of the | quod sit finis litium.” And can it be, that Cop. 
District in the enjoyment of equal privileges with | gress will not be bound by her own decisions? 
their fellow-citizens of the several States, and se-| The Legislature, the Executive, and the Judiciary, 
cures the States in the independent exercise of | have settled the constitutionality of this question. 
their rights, It is no impeachment of the correet- and Mr. Jefferson himself, also, while President 
ness of the rule that non-residents, and even for- | by signing several acts of Congress to protect the 
eigners, may become interested in the banks estab- | old bank from perjury and forgery, has tésted jt, 
lished within the District; this results from the , legitimacy, And, although these two distinguished 
nature of the subject, and not from the intention opponents to the bank, upon the ground of the 
of the law establishing the corporation, and is | Constitution, have, as Presidents of the Unite 
quite a different thing oe an act intended for | States, thus yielded to this construction, yet we 
purposes not local, and for the benefit of persons | find the honorable Mr. Arcner, from Virginia 
not resident within the District. still contesting the point, which I had hoped was 
It is not only a desirable object, but an impe- | finally settled, also, by the Legislature, the sover. 
rious duty, to preserve the relative powers of the | eign power of the nation. Sir, is this question 
General and State Governments as originally in- | never to be settled by this House—the most ex. 
tended; good faith, the safety of the States, and | pensive and unwieldy tribunal of the nation—and 
the harmony of the Union, require this; and this | are the consciences of the minority of such texture 
important object will be completely effected by | that, upon all occasions involving the constity- 
restricting every act that may be passed in relation | tionality of granting a charter of incorporation, 
to the District, exclusively to local purposes. we are again and again to go the grand rounds of 
Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, said he rose to de- | its constitutionality ? Are their consciences made 
fend this bill, which has been objected to as un- | of more sensitive materials than those of the judges, 
constitutional and inexpedient. Upon the first | who are all bound by the decision of a majority 
point, I shall not examine the Constitution to | of the court? and correctly, too, or in differen 
prove it Constitutional, but I shall rely on the re- | districts there would be different laws. Although 
peated decisions of that question by every branch | the judges hold themselves bound by the decision 
of the Government. lof ama jority of themselves, it is said they claim 
Sir, the great question of the right of Congress | the right of deciding on the constitutionality of a 
to grant a charter of incorporation was, shortly | law of Congress, passed by both branches of the 
after the adoption of the Constitution, decided by | Legislature, and subscribed by the President, when 
- the establishment of the National Bank, under the | every member of both branches, and the President, 
imposing auspices of the immortal Wasuincron, | are bound by oath to observe the Constitution. | 
then President of the United States, who presided | ask, would not this be reversing the natural order 
in the Convention that formed the Constitution. | of the powers of Government, “the Legislative, 
The Congress that granted that charter was | the Executive, and the Judiciary,” and placing 
composed of a number of the members of the Con- | the Judiciary above the Legislature, and thus re- 
vention that framed the Constitution; and did not | duce sovereignty to subordination ; and peradven- 
only give a contemporaneous exposition, but their | ture, by the voice of a single judge, impeach the 
own construction of the instrument. This con-| integrity or intelligence of the President and Con- 
struction was not made “sub silentio,” but was | gress, composed of two hundred and fifty mem- 
greatly contested. We are well informed of the Gers, the constituted legislative authority ? I hope 
pains taken at that time to defeat that charter. 
And we know that Alexander Hamilton, then | the spirit of prophecy, should it happen, I have no 
Secretary of the Treasury, was the warm advo-| doubt the application of the Constitutional remedy 
eate of the bank, as necessary to the fiscal con- will prevent its ever happening again. Will the 





never to witness this event; but, without claiming 


cerns of the nation, and we know the conspicuous | judges pay more respect to the majority of them- 
rank he held in that Convention. We also know, | selves than to the decision of the President, the 
that all the weight and influence of Mr. Jefferson, | Senate, and House of Representatives? 1 hope 
then Secretary of State, were exerted in vain to| this view of the case may put the question at rest 
defeat it. And that Mr. Madison, not less con-| with this House, as to the constitutionality of a 
spicuous in the Convention than Mr. Hamilton, | charter of incorporation, and with the judges fix 
used all his power to prevent the passage -of the | the seal of authority to the acts of Congress. Un- 
law for the establishment of the National Bank. | der that presumption, I shall proceed to the con- 
Yet, the archives of our own Government show | sideration of the expediency of this bill, the grant- 
that Mr. Madison himself, as President of the | ing to, this fraternity of naval heroes the right of 
United States, approved and signed the law es-| a corporation, that they may sue and be sued, and 
tablishing the present bank charter of the United | thus manage the contemplated funds of this be- 
States. Sir, in the courts of common law, the| nevolent institution, which is clothed with the 
decision of the Supreme Court, from which there | sublime attribute of protecting the widows and 
is no appeal, settles the law, nor will they suffer | orphans of those officers who may contribute to 
the question again to be stirred. The importance | its establishment. Their funds must be deposited 
of this rule is, that those bound to obey the law| in the hands of a treasurer, to be disposed of agree 
may know it, and that controverted points of law | ably to the principles of the institution, who ought 
should be definitively settled, and is happily ex-| to be amenable to the law, and the institution 
pressed in the law maxim, “Interest Reipublice | secured from the dilapidation of its funds. 1 will 
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here remark, that many of the Masonic lodges in 
this country are incorporated for the purpose of 
making their treasurer answerable for the funds 
of the lodge; and in one instance [ have known 
a considerable loss by the improper conduct of a 
treasurer. And, although this noble institution 
had Solomon for its founder, and is co-extensive 
with the universe, embracing the whole human 
family in its charities, whose divine principles 
have been recognised by our beloved WasuiNeTon, 
once Grand Master of America, I have no doubt 
that these gallant sons of Columbia, the pride of 
their country, the patrons of this philanthropic in- 
stitution, who ask for the privilege of ‘ius pro- 
tecting their funds, are moved by motives not less 
laudable, or principles more congenial with the 
finer feelings of the human heart. Although the 
objects of their benevolence are few, they are de- 
fined, and of that character that the bounty of 
this nation, when asked by them, has never been 
withheld ; and can we now be indisposed to grant 
them this institution? It has my heartfelt appro- 
bation that Isaac Hull is contemplated as president 
of the institution, who, by the noble conquest of 
the Guerriere, put the first feather in the cap of 
the Navy, inspired a noble emulation in its offi- 
cers, and, by their repeated conquests, soon made 
our Navy the admiration of Europe, and its star- 
spangled banner respected in every clime. For 
the consolation of Britannia, now in amity with 
us, never again I hope to be disturbed, I will sug- 

gest, that on both sides our heroes sprung from 

the same stock; but that the mild latitude of a’ 
republic is the clime for patriots and heroes. 

Sir, shortly after the glorious war of the Revo- 
lution, the officers of the then late army formed 
themselves into a Fraternal Society, under the 
denomination of the Cincinnati, for the benevo- 
lent purposes now contemplated by our naval offi- 
cers of the late war. Each officer paid in a 
month’s pay, the annual interest of which was to 
be applied to the indigent widows and orphans of 
the fraternity, under their direction; they estab- 
lished annual meetings, to perpetuate that frater- 
nal affection which the awful scenes of the mighty 
conflict they had sustained, had cemented by their 
blood, shed in the same cause, and to keep bright 
the hallowed chain of friendship. It will be re- 
collected that this institution also was opposed, as 
leading to an order of nobility, particularly by Mr. 
Edanus Burke, of South Carolina, and others. 
However, the purity and benevolence of the in- 
stitution, and the patriotic character of its authors, 
who had been consecrated by their sufferings, se- 


yet flourishes—whose charities have often glad- 
dened the hearts of the widows and children of 
those Patriots of the Revolution, who could not 
be suspected of a design to destroy that charter of 
liberty they had sealed with their blood. Mr. 
Speaker, with what pride do we look at the por- 
traits of those patriots who signed the Declaration 
of Independence, which we have placed as an 
archive in the Capitol, to eternize their honest 
fame, and hand it down to posterity—and how 
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respect, who achieved it with their swords, and 
sealed it with their blood! I should rejoice to 
see their portraits, which now grace the Museum 
of the venerable patriotic Peale, transferred also 
to the Capitol, in perpetual memory of their noble 
deeds—and the few survivors, who are qualified, 
transferred from the pension list to the civil list. 
What would not the patriots of England give for 
the portraits of the nobles that coerced King John 
to sign Magna Charta at Runnymead? Sir, if 
we admire the work of Independence, we must 
admire its authors. Whoever is devoted to the 
Revolution, must, in the same ratio, be devoted 
to the patriots and heroes who declared and 
achieved it—and also to those naval heroes who, 
in so conspicuous a manner, by their skill and 
valor, have defended it, and, by their naval con- 
quests, covered the nation with glory. Sir, the 
are the sons of the fathers of the Revolution, and, 
I have no doubt, will forever protect this Repub- 
lic against its foreign and domestic enemies, 
whose vast and increasing extent secures us 
against the petty machinations of traitors. The 
just contempt shown to the members of the Hart- 
ford Convention, I am persuaded, has made them 
hate themselves, and will be a panacea for treason, 
and detestable in the eyes of all that reflect that 
the sovereignty is in the people, and traitors ene- 
mies to themselves. Sir, I presume every mem- 
ber of this House will opie’ this bill, unless he 
suspects some danger to the Republic by its adop- 
tion. There is nothing covert; they have come 
forth in the face of the public, and submitted their 
whole project to us, and asked for what, in every 
State, in such cases, has been granted; the extent 
of their benevolence embraces the United States, 
and requires to be on a scale co-extensive with its 
limits; and, I should hope that the name of Isaac 
Hull would secure it from every suspicion, and 
paralyze every objection to it, and that we will 
not tarnish the fair fame of the applicants by re- 
jecting this bill. There can be no just grounds 
to fear any danger to the Republic. For, sure I 
am, that no man in this Republic, in his sober 
senses, will ever have the temerity to play the 
part of Cesar, while every citizen is sworn to act 
the part of Brutus. 

Mr. Reip, of Georgia, said he feared he was 
unwise to offer his opinions upon the bill at so late 
an hour, and when the House was so evidently 
fatigued by the discussion. The views, however, 
which he was inclined to submit, should be cir- 
cumscribed, he promised, by more than usual 
brevity. 


to its constitutionality and to its expediency. It 
is denied, by gentlemen, that there is any power 
to create such a corporation delegated to this body 
by the Constitution of the United States, and a 
member from New York (Mr. Woop) has de- 
clared, that a grant of exclusive power does not 
imply universal power. Because we do not pos- 
sess the last, he seems to infer that we have not 
the power to pass this bill. ‘To all such doubts 
and difficulties, I take leave to reply in the lan- 


cured its success, and it went into operation, and The obligations, said Mr. R., to this bill, relate 


much more are they entitled to our gratitude and 


guage of the Constitution itself, because no answer 
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of the Constitution; secures the citizens of the 
District in the enjoyment of equal privileges with 
their fellow-citizens of the several States, and se- 
cures the States in the independent exercise of 
their rights, It is no impeachment of the correct- 
ness of the rule that non-residents, and even for- 
igners, may become interested in the banks estab- 
lished within the District; this results from the 
nature of the subject, and not from the intention 
of the law establishing the corporation, and is 
quite a different thing My an act intended for 
ses not local, and for the benefit of persons 

not resident within the District. 
It is not only a desirable object, but an impe- 
rious duty, to preserve the relative powers of the 


General and State Governments as originally in- | 
tended; good faith, the safety of the States, and 


the harmony of the Union, require this; and this 
important object will be completely effected by 
restricting every act that may be passed in relation 
to the District, exclusively to local purposes. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, said he rose to de- 
fend this bill, which has been objected to as un- 
constitutional and inexpedient. Upon the first 
point, I shall not examine the Constitution to 
prove it Constitutional, but I shall rely on the re- 
peated decisions of that question by every branch 
of the Government. 

Sir, the great question of the right of Congress 
to grant a charter of incorporation was, shortly 
after the adoption of the Constitution, decided by 

- the establishment of the National Bank, under the 
imposing auspices of the immortal Wasuincron, 
then President of the United States, who presided 
in the Convention that formed the Constitution. 

The Congress that granted that charter was 
composed of a number of the members of the Con- 
vention that framed the Constitution; and did not 
only give a contemporaneous exposition, but their 
own construction of the instrument. This con- 
struction was not made “sub silentio,” but was 
greatly contested. We are well informed of the 
pains taken at that time to defeat that charter. 
And we know that Alexander Hamilton, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, was the warm adyo- 
eate of the bank, as necessary to the fiscal con- 
cerns of the nation, and we know the conspicuous 
rank he held in that Convention. We also know, 
that all the weight and influence of Mr. Jefferson, 
then Secretary of State, were exerted in vain to 
defeat it. And that Mr. Madison, not less con- 
spicuous in the Convention than Mr. Hamilton, 
used all his power to prevent the passage of the 
law for the establishment of the National Bank. 
Yet, the archives of our own Government show 
that Mr. Madison himself, as President of the 
United States, approved and signed the law es- 
tablishing the present bank charter of the United 
States. Sir, in the courts of common law, the 
decision of the Supreme Court, from which there 
is no appeal, settles the law, nor will they suffer 
the question again to be stirred. The importance 
of this rule is, that those bound to obey the law 
may know it, and that controverted points of law 
should be definitively settled, and is happily ex- 
pressed in the law maxim, “Interest Reipublice 


| quod sit finis litium.” And can it be, that Con. 
_ gress will not be bound by her own decisions? 
| The Legislature, the Executive, and the Judiciary 
| have settled the constitutionality of this question: 
_and Mr. Jefferson himself, also, while President 
| by signing several acts of Congress to protect the 
old bank from perjury and forgery, has tésted jts 

| legitimacy. And, although these two distinguished 
| Opponents to the bank, upon the ground of the 
| Constitution, have, as Presidents of the United 
States, thus yielded to this construction, yet we 
_find the honorable Mr. Arcuer, from Virginia, 
| still contesting the point, which I had hoped was 
| finally settled, also, by the Legislature, the sover- 
| eign power of the nation. Sir, is this question 
never to be settled by this House—the most ex- 
pensive and unwieldy tribunal of the nation—and 
are the consciences of the minority of such texture 
that, upon all occasions involving the constitu- 
tionality of granting a charter of incorporation, 
we are again and again to go the grand rounds of 
its constitutionality ? Are their consciences made 
of more sensitive materials than those of the judges, 
who are all bound by the decision of a majority 
of the court? and correctly, too, or in different 
| districts there would be different laws. Although 
the judges hold themselves bound by the decision 

| of a majority of themselves, it is said they claim 
the right of deciding on the constitutionality of a 
law of Congress, passed by both branches of the 
Legislature, and subscribed by the President, when 

| every member of both branches, and the President, 
are bound by oath to observe the Constitution. | 
ask, would not this be reversing the natural order 
of the powers of Government, “ the Legislative, 
the Executive, and the Judiciary,” and placing 
the Judiciary above the Legislature, and thus re- 
duce sovereignty to subordination ; and peradven- 
ture, by the voice of a single judge, impeach the 
integrity or ore of the President and Con- 
ress, composed of two hundred and fifty mem- 
rs, the constituted legislative authority ? I hope 
never to witness this event; but, without claiming 
the spirit of prophecy, should it happen, I have no 
doubt the application of the Constitutional remedy 
will prevent its ever happening again. Will the 
judges pay more respect to the majority of them- 
selves than to the decision of the President, the 
Senate, and House of Representatives? I hope 
this view of the case may put the question at rest 
with this House, as to the constitutionality of a 
charter of incorporation, and with the judges fix 
the seal of authority to the acts of Congress. Un- 
der that presumption, I shall proceed to the con- 
sideration of the expediency of this bill, the grant- 


ing to, this fraternity of naval heroes the right of 
a corporation, that they may sue and be sued, and 
thus manage the contemplated funds of this be- 
nevolent institution, which is clothed with the 
sublime attribute of protecting the widows and 
orphans of those officers who may contribute to 
its establishment. Their funds must be deposited 
in the hands of a treasurer, to be disposed of agree- 
ably to the principles of the institution, who ought 
to be amenable to the law, and the institution 
secured from the dilapidation of its funds. 1 will 
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here remark, that many of the Masonic lodges in 
this country are incorporated for the purpose of 
making their treasurer answerable for the funds 
sdaloies: and in one instance [ have known 
a considerable loss by the improper conduct of a 
treasurer. And, although this noble institution 
had Solomon for its founder, and is co-extensive 
with the universe, embracing the whole human 
family in its charities, whose divine principles 
have bees recognised by our beloved WasHINGTON, 
once Grand Master of America, { have no doubt 
that these gallant sons of Columbia, the pride of 
their country, the patrons of this philanthropic in- 
stitution, who ask for the privilege of thus pro- 
tecting their funds, are moved by motives not less 
laudable, or principles more congenial with the 
finer feelings of the human heart. Although the 
objects of their benevolence are few, they are de- 
fined, and of that character that the bounty of 
this nation, when asked by them, has never been 
withheld ; and can we now be indisposed to grant 
them this institution? It has my heartfelt appro- 
bation that Isaac Hull is contemplated as president 
of the institution, who, by the noble conquest of 
the Guerriere, put the first feather in the cap of 
the Navy, inspired a noble emulation in its offi- 
cers, and, by their repeated conquests, soon made 
our Navy the admiration of Europe, and its star- 
spangled banner respected in every clime. For 
the consolation of Britannia, now in amity with 
us, never again I hope to be disturbed, I will sug- 
gest, that on both sides our heroes sprung from 
the same stock; but that the mild latitude of a’ 
republic is the clime for patriots and heroes. 

Sir, shortly after the glorious war of the Revo- 
lution, the officers of the then late army formed 
themselves into a Fraternal Society, under the 
denomination of the Cincinnati, for the benevo- 
lent purposes now contemplated by our naval offi- 
cers of the late war. Each officer paid in a 
month’s pay, the annual interest of which was to 
be applied to the indigent widows and orphans of 
the fraternity, under their direction; they estab- 
lished annual meetings, to perpetuate that frater- 
nal affection which the awful scenes of the mighty 
conflict they had sustained, had cemented by their 
blood, shed in the same cause, and to keep bright 
the hallowed chain of friendship. It will be re- 
collected that this institution also was opposed, as 
leading to an order of nobility, particularly by Mr. 
Edanus Burke, of South Carolina, and others. 
However, the purity and benevolence of the in- 
stitution, and the patriotic character of its authors, 
who had been consecrated by their sufferings, se- 
cured its success, and it went into operation, and 
yet flourishes—whose charities have often glad- 
dened the hearts of the widows and children of 
those Patriots of the Revolution, who could not 
be suspected of a design to destroy that charter of 
at they had sealed with their blood. Mr. 
Speaker, with what pride do we look at the por- 
traits of those patriots who signed the Declaration 
of Independence, which we have placed as an 
archive in the Capitol, to eternize their honest 
fame, and hand it down to posterity—and how 
much more are they entitled to our gratitude and 


OC 
ee tant In EINER RRR 


a 
CS 


respect, who achieved it with their swords, and 
sealed it with their blood! I should rejoice to 
see their portraits, which now grace the Museum 
of the venerable patriotic Peale, transferred also 
to the Capitol, in perpetual memory of their noble 
deeds—and the few survivors, who are qualified, 
transferred from the pension list to the civil list. 
What would not the patriots of England give for 
the portraits of the nobles that coerced King John 
to sign Magna Charta at Runnymead? Sir, if 
we admire the work of Independence, we must 
admire its authors. Whoever is devoted to the 
Revolution, must, in the same ratio, be devoted 
to the patriots and heroes who declared and 
achieved it—and also to those naval heroes who, 
in so conspicuous a manner, by their skill and 
valor, have defended it, and, by their naval con- 
quests, covered the nation with glory. Sir, the 
are the sons of the fathers of the Revolution, and, 
I have no doubt, will forever protect this Repub- 
lic against its foreign and domestic enemies, 
whose vast and increasing extent secures us 
against the petty machinations of traitors. The 
just contempt shown to the members of the Hart- 
ford Convention, I am persuaded, has made them 
hate themselves, and will be a panacea for treason, 
and detestable in the eyes of all that reflect that 
the sovereignty is in the people, and traitors ene- 
mies to themselves. Sir, I presume every mem- 
ber of this House will support this bill, unless he 
suspects some danger to the Republic by its adop- 
tion. There is nothing covert; they have come 
forth in the face of the public, and submitted their 
whole project to us, and asked for what, in every 
State, in such cases, has been granted; the extent 
of their benevolence embraces the United States, 
and requires to be on a scale co-extensive with its 
limits; and, I should hope that the name of Isaac 
Hull would secure it from every suspicion, and 
paralyze every objection to it, and that we will 
not tarnish the fair fame of the applicants by re- 
jecting this bill. There can be no just grounds 
to fear any danger to the Republic. For, sure I 
am, that no man in this Republic, in his sober 
senses, will ever have the temerity to play the 
part of Cesar, while every citizen is sworn to act 
the part of Brutus. 

Mr. Rein, of Georgia, said he feared he was 
unwise to offer his opinions upon the bill at so late 
an hour, and when the House was so evidently 
fatigued by the discussion. The views, however, 
which he was inclined to submit, should be cir- 
cumscribed, he promised, by more than usual 
brevity. 

The obligations, said Mr. R., to this bill, relate 
to its constitutionality and to its expediency. It 
is denied, by gentlemen, that there is any power 
to create such a corporation delegated to this body 
by the Constitution of the United States, and a 
member from New York (Mr. Woop) has de- 
clared, that a grant of exclusive power does not 
imply universal power. Because we do not pos- 
sess the last, he seems to infer that we have not 
the power to pass this bill. To all such doubts 
and difficulties, I take leave to reply in the lan- 
guage of the Constitution itself, because no answer 
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can be more conclusive than that afforded by the 
very clause which is the subject of dispute. The 
words are these: “ The Congress shall have power 
‘to exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
‘ whatsoever, over such District, (not exceeding 
‘ten miles square,) as may, by cession of partic- 
‘ular States and the acceptance of Congress, be- 
‘come the Seat of Government of the United 
‘ States.” Now, if the English language can dis- 
tinctly convey ideas; if it can express any thing 
so clearly as to avoid misconception, it has given 
to Congress, in this portion of the Constitution, a 
power sufficiently ample to cover and protect the 
corporation contemplated by the bill. We have 
ywer to exercise “exclusive legislation.” No 
tate, no earthly authority, has a right to interfere 
with our legislation for this District. Nor has the 
Constitution restricted us, according to the con- 
struction of gentlemen, to cases confined entirely 
to the District ; because, the objects of our legis- 
lation are emphatically declared to be “all cases 
whatsoever.” We possess, then, all the power, as 
to these ten miles square, which is possessed by a 
Stateover its territory, and, perhaps more; because 
the powers to be exercised by a State are often 
narrowed by the terms of her constitution, but we 
derive the most extensive jurisdiction from the 8th 
section of the Constitution of the United States, 
already quoted. And yet it is insisted that we 
have no power to frame this corporation! When 
applications, similar in their character to the 
resent, have been made to the State Legislatures, 
have often heard it urged that they were at va- 
riance with good policy, but never, that there was 
no power, or that it was unconstitutional, to give 
legal existence to a company whose objects were 
to prove beneficial to society. Indeed, the States 
have aes, acted upon the supposition that 
they possess this power, and have sometimes, I 
admit, created corporations greater in number and 
privileges than have been compatible with the 
public interests. When a set of men apply for a 
charter of incorporation, they do not desire an 
extension of their rights; they only ask to be en- 
abled, by a combination of numbers, to act upon 
certain objects more efficiently than they could 
by the exercise of individual strength. The Con- 
stitution and laws as much operate upon artificial 
as upon natural persons, and it is difficult to con- 
ceive how it can be unconstitutional to allow an 
association of individuals for purposes which are 
legitimate when performed by the individuals 
themselves. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that, 
when matters of this kind present themselves either 
to a State Legislature, or to Congress legislating 
for this District, the only question for considera- 
tion is—Will the measure proposed be advanta- 
geous or prejudicial to the commuity ?_ In a word 
it is a question of expediency. 

We are told, by a gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Haroin,) that the measure in contemplation 
is a mere evasion of the Constitution, and I un- 
derstand him to prove this assertion by a reference 
to the past and to the future. He informs us that, 
when the bill was first before a committee, of 
which he was a member, its enactments did not 
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confine the locality of the institution to the Dis. 
trict, but that this has been the subject of an after 
amendment. This amendment, then, does fix the 
corporation—as far as an ideal personage can be 
fixed any where—within the District, and thus the 
objection to the absence of all locality is obviated, 
How, let me ask, are we to understand that the 
bill, which, by its amendment, is brought within 
the pale of the Constitution, is a mere evasion of 
the Constitution? I submit it to the House to 
decide, if this conclusion be as just and perfect 
as those at which the gentleman arrives generally 
are. Again, it is affirmed that the corporation js 
national in its object, because its effects will be 
felt beyond the District of Columbia, and, in this 
manner, the Constitution will be evaded. It does 
not seem to me that this proof is more satisfactory 
than the other. How can you confine the effects 
of any institution you may create—of any measure 

ou may adopt, to certain metes and bounds? 
hen a State is desired to incorporate a bank, 
would it prove the unconstitutionality of the con- 
templated law to show that the emission and un- 
restrained currency of bank notes will produce an 
effect upon the money market of a neighboring 
State or Territory ? Such an objection would not be 
tenable, and if it were, would not your legislation 
for this District be at an end? ‘You can frame 
no enactment, of which I can conceive, whose 
effects will not be felt in the adjoining States, and 
perhaps to the extremity of the Union. I confess 
there is nothing which so much recommends this 
bill to my mind as the belief that it will prove ex- 
tensively useful; that its kindly effects will be 
experienced far and wide through this great Re- 
public ; that they will feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked ; that they will direct the beam of glad- 
ness to the heart shrouded in gloom and sorrow! 
Yes, sir; they will soothe the labors of the ship- 
boy who is “rocked by the billow and tossed by 
the storm ;” they will give strength and confidence 
to the patriotism of the gallant sailor in the hour 
of danger and dismay! And why should not this 
institution, although incorporated for this Dis- 
trict, be national in its aspect? When we are 
ushering a blessing into active existence, why 
should we not encourage it to spread itself every 
| where? Sir, I wish that, in legislating for the 

District of Columbia, the views of Congress had 





been always comprehensive. I wish that she had 
been regarded with a respect and care due to the 
largest of our States, rather than with a careless- 
ness unmerited by even the smallest of our ter- 
ritories. 

A gentleman from New York (Mr. Cotpen) 
insists that, if you pass this bill, there is nothing 
to prevent your incorporating a Fur Company in 
the Northwest, whose existence in the District 

| would be nominal, and whose business would be 
| transacted elsewhere. I will not deny that if, un- 
| der the pretence of legislating for the District, you 
| legislate for a State or for the Union, you grossly 
misapply the authority with which you are vest- 
ed ; buta single glance at the provisions of the bill, 
will convince the House that there is no analogy 
between the case imagined and the one before us. 
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Ifthe name of the “ Naval Fraternal Association,” 
like that of the supposed Fur Company, weré to 
belong to the District, while its elections, its busi- 
ness, its officers, its property, were without the 
District, I should be found in the ranks of its op- 

ts; but when I plainly see that here is to be 
the seat of the corporation ; that its property, both 
real and personal, is to be here ; that all its func- 
tions are to be performed here ; that here is to be 
the reservoir whence all its benefits are to be dif- 
fused, I cannot believe that, in giving my vote in 
its behalf, I am wandering from the path of legis- 
lation prescribed by the Constitution. ; 

But you have the same power, it is said, over 
your magazines, arsenals, and fortifications, that 

ou have over this District; and you are asked if, 
when called upon to establish a bank within one 
of your fortresses, you would not reply that you 
had no Constitutional power to do any such thing? 
It is quite true, that the same section of the Con- 
stitution which gives you jurisdiction of this Dis- 
trict, empowers you ‘‘to exercise like authority 
‘overall places purchased, by the consent of the 
‘ Legislature of the State in which the same shall 
‘ be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
‘ dockyards, and other needful buildings.” But I 
deny that you would properly reply to the appli- 
cation to institute a bank in one of your dock- 
yards, or arsenals, or fortifications, that you were 
prevented by a Constitutional impotence. No; 
you would assert your right and power under the 
Constitution to be perfect; but you would say that 
the application was unreasonable and absurd ; that 
to grant it would be worse than useless, because it 
would expose you to ridicule and derision. 

The gentleman from Virginia, who has this 
morning favored the House with his views in op- 
position to the bill, (Mr. Arcner,) asserts, if I 
understood him correctly, that you cannot legis- 
late unless the corporation be located within the 
District ; and he proposes to consider residence as 
the test of its location. Now, Mr. Speaker, un- 
luckily, this test can never be applied, because, 
from the very nature of a corporation, it can have 
no residence. A person, such as God hath made 
him, may live and breathe, and occupy a habita- 
tion in some particular place; but the being cre- 
ated by legislation exists in legal contemplation 
only. If you sue a corporation, the process can- 
not be served personally, or left at the place of res- 
idence, because there is no person upon whom it 
can be served, and consequently no habitation at 
which it may be left. It is well known that the 
summons must go to the head officer of the insti- 
tution. But if the test is to be applied to the indi- 
vidual corporation, it is equally inadmissible, be- 
cause it would be destructive of every corporation 
within the Union. There is not one, I will ven- 
ture to assert, all the members of which reside 
within the limits of the State or Territory whose 
law has given it birth. According to this doc- 
trine, the charters of your banks, of your colleges, 
of your charitable institutions, are void. 

e are assured that it is not the province of 
the respectable gentlemen who apply for this priv- 
ilege, to provide for the necessities of the families 


| 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 526 
Naval Fraternal Association. 


H. OF R. 


of those who have died in the service of the coun- 
try; that this holy work belongs to Congress and 
to the State Legislatures; that national munifi- 
cence, as well as State liberality, will, in time, be. 
active in affording relief to those hapless bein 
who have not inherited the comforts of wealt 
but the consolations of good name and glory. if 
the prospect were as flattering as it is believed to 
be, it would still be a harsh refusal of the present 
application to answer it in this way. If the offi- 
cers of the Navy, with a liberality and warm- 
heartedness which do them honor, desire to bestow 
their mite upon the wants of the widows and or- 
phans of their departed brethren, why should you 
not afford facilities to their generous intentions, al- 
though the treasures of India had been collected 
for such a purpose? But, really, I know of no 
reason which should induce us to believe that the 
State or General Governments will provide a fund 
sufficiently great to alleviate individual distresses, 
It is a mockery, then, to refuse a passage to this 
bill, while you point to expected benefits, which 
are the mere creations of deluding hope. 


Wishing, as I do, the incorporation of this asso-- 


ciation, and to scatter its advantages as diffusedly 
as possible, I regret that an amendment offered 
yesterday by the gentleman from South Carolina 
Mr. MitcHett) obtained the sanction of .the 
ouse. By it, the corporation is allowed to sue 
and be sued in “ courts of competent jurisdiction.” 
There is a looseness in this phraseology which. 
may lead to error and difficulty. The language 
of legislation should, if possible, be so precise, as 
that the judge, who is to expound and execute the 
law, cannot escape from its true intent and mean- 
ing. If once he is permitted to apply his own 
constructions, there is danger that he will not only 
pronounce, but impose the law. What are courts 
of “ competent jurisdiction ?” is the question which 
you leave to be unriddled by the bench. Are they 
courts of the United States, generally, or courts of 
this District? I shall be told that the provision 
evidently means the last, because we have no 
power to give jurisdiction to the former. If this 
be true, I regret it, as well because I am sure the 
corporation will be cramped by a provision unne- 
cessarily restrictive, as because I do not perceive 
that the Constitution would confine the institution, 
in the legal prosecution or defence of its rights, to 
the courts of the District. If, as I think has been 
shown, you may create a corporation; you may 
give by your laws to the courts of the United 
States jurisdiction in cases where that corporation 
is a party: for these tribunals have cognizance of 
all cases, both in law and in equity, arising under 
the Constitution, laws, or treaties—and if it be 
competent for you, and I think it has been go de- 
cided by the Supreme Court, to give to the citi- 
zens of a Territory the right to sue, and the capacity 
to be sued, in like manner as if they were citizens 
of a State; if you may exercise such legislation 
over natural persons, 1 do not see why you ma 
not extend it to persons of your own creation, It 
may be added that, to extend the remedy, either 
for or against them, to the circuit courts, does not 
actually enlarge the power of the corporation. 
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Suits may be commenced by the several members 
in their individual names, as matters now are; 
but, by restoring the original clause of the bill, 
you afford a convenience, and nothing more. I 
make these suggestions, sir, under the hope that 
the chairman of the Naval Committee will, if he 
shall think them worthy of his attention, make an 
effort to amend the bill in this particular. 

A fear has been expressed that the Association 
will receive, under your law, an authority liable 
to be abused. Now, what, once more let me ask, 
is the object of the corporation? Charity—pure 
charity! And is there indeed danger that, in- 
stead of distributing alms, the members of this 
society will plot the destruction of your liberty ? 
that they who have fought for your Constitution 
and your rights will compass the ruin of both? 
Who does not see that such “horrible imagin- 
ings” can never assume the shape of fearful real- 
ity? that the bill under consideration does not 
offer the slightest stimulus to ambition or pretext 
to usurpation? But we may reasonably presume 
that the time will come when the laudable benev- 
olence of this society may be interrupted or per- 
verted in its course ; that some man or set of men 
may use it for unworthy purposes. And what 
then ? Is this a reason why you should not pro- 
mote this benignant design? If it be, it is pre- 
cisely equal with that argument which should 
condemn our sacred religion, because its doctrines 


have been misquoted and misdirected by bigots and | 


fanatics. 

I know that the supposed impropriety of crea- 
ting any corporation, will influence the votes of 
many honorable gentlemen against the bill; and 
it is very probable, that if this were to be the first 
corporation, I should not be its advocate. It is 


lieve that there is a feeling of hostility to our re. 
pee institution either in the Army or Navy, 
know that the esprit du corps exists in both ; but 
that it is also to be found in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and in the Senate, and everywhere 
among bodies or assemblages of men, to whom 
there is identity of feelings and pursuits, T would 
not excite this spirit by legislative pampering, or 
foster it by unnecessary enactments; but, where 
the purpose is to direct it, through proper chan- 
nels, to the welfare of mankind, to direct it, if 
you please, from the dreams of mad ambition to 
peace and good will, I would throng your archives 
with statutes of incorporation. 

I hope, sir, the bill will pass. The boon js 
slender, and the request commended to your atten- 
tion by a modesty characteristic of the officers of 
the Navy. If there be any one thing more than 
another, in the character of our naval heroes, 
which extorts admiration, it is a gentleness and 
sang eity which is only equalled by skill in their 
| profession and invincibility in war. 

Mr. Coupen spoke against the bill. 
On motion of Mr. McLane, who wished the 
opperinelty of replying to Mr. Arcuer when the 
ouse should be less fatigued than now, the bill 

was laid on the table until to-morrow. 





Wepnespay, January 8. 

A new member, to wit: from Maryland, Isaac 
McKim, elected to supply the vacancy occasioned 
| by the resignation of Samuel Smith, appeared, 
was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Wixuiams, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Daniel Carroll, of 
Duddington, and others; which was read, and 


questionable if such associations be altogether committed to a Committee of the Whole. 


congruous with republican principles. That they 
are sometimes influenced by malignity, ignorance, | 
prejudice, and partiality, to the injury of individ- 
ual repose, and to the inconvenience of the com- 
aatty, is certain. But, gentlemen know we 
have heretofore given existence to corporations, 
both literary and moneyed, and that these last 
have sprung up within this District, under your 
influence, with the ripeness of plants bursting 
from a hot bed. And will you pause in this pol- 
icy at a moment when you are urged onward by 
an animating and interesting benevolence? No, 
sir. If you must frown upon such charters, let it 








Mr. Wi.u1AMs, also, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate, 
entitled “An act for the relief of John Byers,” re- 
ported the same without amendment, and the bill 
was committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Cook, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was recommitted the engrossed 
bill to confirm certain claims to lots in the village 
of Peoria, in the State of Illinois, reported the 
same with an amendment; which was concurred 
in by the House, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Hernanbez presented a memorial of sun- 





not be on this, which merits only your smiles. | dry inhabitants of St. Augustine, in East Florida, 
Let the strength of your displeasure be reserved | praying that the Floridas may be formed into two 
for some great and wealthy institution, when it | distinct Territorial governments ; that a separate 
shall ask a renewal of its powers and privileges. | board of commissioners may be appointed to ascer- 

The House is warned against the measure, be- | tain titles and claims to land in the eastern sec- 
cause,it is believed to be the first of a long series, | tion of said Territory ; that the expenses attending 
and gentlemen prophesy that the incorporation of | the exhibition of proof of title to lands may be de- 
officers of the Navy will be followed by that of | frayed out of the Public Treasury ; that settle- 
the officers of the eda. Be it so. Whenever | ments may be allowed on the public lands, with 
the officers of the Army shall pray Congress to | permission to the settlers, subsequently, to purchase 
enable them to frame a society, kindred in its ob- | their improvements at the minimum price estab- 
ject and motives with this, I hope the permission | lished for said lands; that the aid of Congress 
will be promptly accorded. It seems to me that | may be extended in the opening and aepeieine of 
we should evince a distrust inapplicable to them, | roads, and the erection of bridges in said Territory ; 
and unjust in ourselves, to refuse it. Ido not be-! that lighthouses and buoys may be erected and 
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ced at certain points, designated in said memo- 
rial; that adequate measures may be adopted to 
insure the tranquillity and security of the Territory 
against the aggressions of the Seminole Indians ; | 
that measures may be adopted for settling the 
claims to land derived from grants from the Brit- 
ish Government, commonly called British grants ; 
that the members of the Legislative Council may 
hereafter be elected by the people ; that the opera- 
tion of an act, peor by the said council, for the 
levying and collection of taxes, which the memo- 
rialists complain of as oppressive and unjust, may 
be suspended by act of Congress. The memori-: 
alists further complain against another act of the 
said council, whereby common soldiers of the 
Army of the United States, quartered in said Ter- 
ritory,are permitted to vote in the election of a dele- 
gate to Congress, and praying for a correction of 
the evil. And further, that the judicial system of 
said Territory may be so altered as to be better 
suited to the genius and condition, and the pres- 
ent political situation of its inhabitants; which 
memorial was read; and its subjects referred to 
the proper committees. 

On motion of Mr. Bay ies, the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads were instructed to 
consider the expediency of authorizing by law the 
transportation of the eastern mail of the United 
States in steamboats from the city of New York, 
to Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, or to 
some town situated on Taunton river, in the State 
of Massachusetts, during the whole, or during a 
part of the year. 

On motion of Mr. McCoy, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were instructed to inquire whether 
any, and, if any, what, measures are necessary to 
protect and secure the Government, in the several 
departments, from impositions by the exhibit of 
fraudulent claims. 

On motion of Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, the 
Committee on the Public Lands were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to locate, in sections, 
the quantity of one township in the district south | 
of Red river; and the quantity of one township 
in the district north of Red river; and the quan- 
tity of one township in the State of Louisiana, 
appropriated to the support of seminaries of learn- 
ing, by the seventh section of “An act providing 
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On motion of Mr. Morcan, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing to the widowed mother of 
James Denny, late a gunner in the service of the 


United States, who was killed in the boat with ° 


Lieutenant Allen, the sum of one hundred and 
twenty dollars a year, for five years. 

On motion of Mr. Hamitron, the Committee 
on the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of altering the times of holding the 
circuit court within the sixth circuit of South 
Carolina district; also, as to the propriety of ex- 
tending the provisions of an act of Congress, ap- 


| proved the 2d of March, 1809, entitled “An act 


to amend the judicial system of the United States.” 
to meet the exigency arising out of the death of a 
district judge, as well as that which results from 
his occasional disability. 

On motion of Mr. Jenninas, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of reserving from sale a portion of 
the public lands through which a canal may be 
constructed to unite the navigable waters of the 
river Wabash, and the Miami of Lake Erie, and 
to grant a portion of such lands for the purpose of 
constructing such canal. 

Mr. IncuaM submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid on the table one day : 

Resolved, hat the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House a statement of the 
custom-house bonds outstanding on the Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1822, and falling due within the year 1823, with 
the amount of debentures chargeable upon the same, 
and the probable expense of collection. 

Also, A statement of the amount of the bonds out- 
standing on the Ist of January, 1821, and at the com- 
mencement of each quarter during that year, with the 
debentures chargeable upon the same at the respective 
periods. 

Also, The amount of revenue from customs which 
will probably accrue in the year 1823, and the portion 
thereof which will probably be received in the course 
of that year; stating the average amount which has 


| been received on the customs accrued within each 


year, since 1816, inclusive. 

Also, A statement of the whole amount of the un- 
expended balances of the sinking fund, distinguishing 
each year since 1817; and on what principle he dis- 
tinguishes the balances that will accrue against that 
fund, in 1823 and 1824, from those of preceding years, 


for the final adjustment of claims to land, and for | by which he proposes in his annual report of the 22d 
the sale of public lands in the territories of Or- | of December, 1822, to charge the estimated unexpend- 
leans and Louisiana,” approved 3d of March, | ed balances of 1823 and 1824, upon the revenues of 
1811. | 1825. 

On motion of Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, the| |The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
Committee of Commerce were instructed to in-| the engrossed bill entitled “An act for the ap- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a light-| pointment of an additional judge for the Michi- 
house on the eastern coast of Florida, at Cape | gan Territory, and for other purposes ;” and the 
Carnaverill, or at some suitable point between | pill having been read the third time, the question 
that cape and the lighthouse to be erected at Key | was taken, Shall it pass ? and passed in the affirm- 


Largo. | ative. 

On motion of Mr. Ranxin, the Committee on | , . _. 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into | NAVAL FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 
the expediency of changing the mode of survey-| The House then proceeded to the consideration 


ing the public lands on the river Mississippi, and | of the unfinished business of yesterday, the bill 
adopting that formerly used by the Spanish Gov- | to incorporate the Naval Fraternal Association.” 
ernment. | Mr. McLane, of Delaware, said, that, having 
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already submitted his views, generally, upon the 
e before the House, he would not have in- 
truded again upon their time, if he had not been 
so particularly alluded to, in the course of their 
remarks, by his friend from Virginia (Mr. ArcHER) 
and the two gentlemen from New York (Mr. 
CoLpEN and Mr. Woop.) 

Notwithstanding the debate had arisen very 
un y, he believed to all, and certainly to 
him, he was not surprised at the range it had taken, 
and the zeal with which it had been conducted. 
When he heard the prejudices in behalf of State 
rights, and the jealousy of Constitutional power 
invoked by the opposition, he was aware that 
numerous spirits would come forth, and he knew 
as well, that his friend from Virginia, who stood 
the Ajax Telamon of the band who watched so 
carefully the movemenis of the General Govern- 
ment, could not be insensible to the charm. He 
would not detain the House in attempting an an- 
swer, in detail, to each objection which had been 
urged against the power of Congress to incorpo- 
rate this association. If he understood them cor- 
rectly; they might be reduced substantially to two 
points: 1. That the powers of Congress within 
the District of Columbia were not municipal or 
universal, but merely exclusive of other legisla- 
tion; 2. That the objects of the association were 
the true test of our power, and that, as in this case, 
these ‘were exterior to, and to extend beyond the 
limits of the Distriet—we have no power to grant 
the corporation. 

Mr. McLane said, his object would be to show 
that the positions were unfounded. He entered 
into a discussion of the powers of the Government, 

enerally, and of Congress over the District of 

olumbia. He contended, that the terms exclu- 
sive legislation, as used in the Constitution, im- 
ported full sovereignty, and vested in Congress 
the same supremacy, within the District, as could 
be exercised by any sovereign Power, within its ac- 
knowledged territory. 


General Government, within their sphere, were 
necessarily exclusive of other legislation, because 
they were supreme. He asserted the general dis- 
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were ail national objects, and left the State ay. 
thorities in the full possession of their municipal 
power, within their respective limits. 

But, within the District of Columbia, the same 
supreme power of Congress Pere and em- 
bracing a a diversity of objects. Here it 
encountered no other power whatever. Here, all 
State authority had ceased to exist—it had passed 
to the General Government, whose power might 
be exerted to the entire exclusion of any other, and 
embrace as well municipal as national objects. 

The terms exclusive legislation, could not pre- 
suppose the existence of another power, whose en- 
tire extinction was the very object of the cession 
of the District to Congress, but must have intend- 
ed to vest in Congress the same power which had 
been exercised previous to the cession of the States 
ceding it—to add to its general objects those of a 
municipal character. It was absolutely necessary, 
he said, that such power should exist somewhere; 
and, if it did not belong to Congress, he asked 
gentlemen to tell him where it was to be found. 
Could it be pretended that the authority of Virgi- 
nia and Maryland had any operation in the Dis- 
trict for any purpose whatever? No; it had en- 
tirely divappenred. 

He said, he could not conceal his surprise that 
a principle so clear had been seriously contested ; 
but, as it had become necessary to discuss it, he 
begged leave to refer to the text book of the Con- 
stitution ; and he invited the attention of gentle- 
men to a number of the “ Federalist,” in which 
the nature of this power of Congress over the dis- 
trict had been adverted to. It was understood to 
be the production of the late President of the Uni- 
ted States, whose regard for State rights, it would 
be admitted, was not inferior to his accurate con- 
ception of the true spirit of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. “ The indispensable necessity,” says Mr. 
Madison, “of complete authority at the Seat of 
* Government, carries its own evidence with it. It 


| is a power exercised by every Legislature of the 
He proceeded to say, that all the powers of the | 


‘ Union, I might say of the world, by virtue of its 
‘ general supremacy. 

Mr. McLane then proceeded to show the ex- 
ercise of municipal powers by Congress, over all 


tinction to be, that, without the district, the pow- | objects, in virtue of this general supremacy. He 
ers of Congress were limited as to their objects, | instanced the application of private property to 


and unlimited as to territor~ ; but that, within it 


>| 


public purposes ; the regulation of private prop- 


they were circumscribed as to territory, and un- | erty generally, the definition of offences, and the 


limited as to their objects; but that, in both cases, 
they were supreme, and exclusive of all other le- 
gislative interference. Congress, he said, had 





creation of punishments. If, in virtue of this gene- 
ral supremacy, said he, you can exert one or more 


of these municipal objects, you may, for the same 


power to raise armies; to provide and maintaina | reason, embrace the whole family of municipal 
navy ; to regulate commerce with foreign nations, | powers. And, if you can do this; if you can 
and among the several States; to coin money, | make rules without limit, which concern the lives, 
and to lay and collect taxes, imposts, and excises, | liberties, and property of the people; if you rule 
which might be exercised in any, or all of the | supreme, and without control ; can you not create 
States of the Union, exclusive of the control of | a corporation, which is little more than prescrib- 
either. In the exercise of these powers, the laws | ing a rule, by which a number of individuals 
of Congress bore a supreme sway, and rode over | may manage their common property, by their own 
all conflicting authority ; and if as a means to | consent ? 

carry them into execution, it should become ne-| Gentlemen appeared to consider, that, in creating 
cessary to create a corporation, it might be creat- | a corporation, we were originating an association 
ed with authority to exercise its functions in any | of individuals for some tremendous purpose, who, 
part of the United States. These, he admitted,! under color of our authority, were to assert un- 
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limited privil in every part of the Union. In-| fined within a narrow space, whose limits are ac- 
stead of which, finding a number of men asso-|curately defined and securely guarded. He is a 
ciated, to raise a fund for a particular purpose, we | giant mildly presiding over his own narrow mu- 
ive them individuality merely, and authorize | nicipality, and quiet! managing his domestic 
them to do certain acts within this District, for | concerns. He resembles much more an Hercules 
the more easy attainment of their object. We do | playing with the distaff, than waging war against 
not presume to bring them into conflict with any | the Nemean lion. Sir, said Mr. McLane, it is 
State authority whatever. We give them the | not by the operations of the General Government 
power to exist and act as a corporation here, and | within the circumscribed limits of the District o 
we leave to the discretion and courtesy of other | Columbia, that State rights are to be subverted or 
wers to treat them as they do all other corpo- | invaded. The danger is to be apprehended, if at 
rate bodies deriving their being from a local au- | all, when we come to raise and eee armies, 
thority. to levy war with foreign nations, and to graduate 
If we cannot create such a corporation as this, | the scale of State authority. It is when the giant 
how have we created our Territorial governments, | puts on his complete armor, and, drawing to him- 
which are corporations of the highest grade, them- | self the whole train of Executive, Legislative, 
selves exercising municipal powers, and possess- | and Judicial powers, express and implied, strides 
ing an authority to create other corporations | abroad, and stretches his arms over the States of 
within their respective limits? No one doubts, | the Union, that his step requires to be watched, 
said he, that it would be competent for Congress | and in such a case, said he, I will place myself by 
to establish a local Legislature within this Dis-| the side of my friend from Virginia, and assist 
trict, and for himself he regretted it had not been | him in preserving the inviolability of State juris- 
done. Such a Legislature, he contended, exer- | diction. 
cising an authority similar to that possessed by the | By what he had already said, Mr. McLane as- 
respective State Legislatures of the Union, could | sumed it as proved, that Congress had the power 
create such a corporation as is now applied for; | to create a corporation within this District, for all 
and how, therefore, can it be argued that we, who | purposes whatsoever, provided its functions were 
can create the Legislature, are incompetent to | to be performed there. The gentleman from Vir- 
create the corporation? In short, said he, I know | ginia (Mr. ArncuER) had conceded, and, if he had 
no limit to the powers of Congress, over this Dis- | not, it could be easily shown that the residence 
trict, other than are necessarily prescribed by the | of the members of the‘incorporation was imma- 
principles of the Government, and I believe none | terial, and furnished no test of its locality. He 
can be shown. It is an absolute, though a local | agreed with that gentleman, and with others that 
supremacy, and the mere statement of the propo- | had spoken, that the true test of locality depended 
sition furnishes a complete answer to the fears' upon the place in which its corporate functions 
of the gentleman from Virginia and from New | were to be exercised, though to him it was appa- 
York. rent, that the gentleman had confounded the ob- 
Where, he asked, was the danger which had | jects of the association with the functions of the 
been apprehended from such power? It is easy | corporation; and because the former might ex- 
to deal in frightful terms, and dress an object in | tend beyond the District, he argued that the cor- 
terrors, which in reality should be as harmless as | poration had no locality within it. The whole 
the dove. One gentleman had said we were | argument of the gentleman from Virginia rested 
planting a lever in this District which might sway | upon this foundation, and, unless he could recon- 
the Union! But, said he, there are twenty-four | cile two things essentially dissimilar, it would 
levers of a similar kind in constant operation. All| entirely fail him. The gentleman had obviously 
the States of the Confederacy are in the daily exer- | mistaken the fruits resulting from its exercise for 
cise of the same power, and are perpetually grant- | the function itself, and in this consisted the fallacy 
ing acts of incorporation, and yet the Union has | of the argument. A function, said Mr. McLane, 
never been moved from its centre! The authority | is the power or faculty by which either a material 
of no one State comes into conflict with another ; | or artificial person discharges its duties. The 
each exerts its own machinery within its own | functions of a corporation are the powers con- 
limits, without even producing a jar in that of its | ferred upon it by the charter, and which it exer- 
neigh¥or, or in any manner disturbing the har-  cises in virtue of its corporate capacity. This 
mony of the whole; so that, in fact, that which | corporation is the artificial person of our creation, 
is affected to be most dreaded, is the greatest |and the powers with which we endow it, and 
beauty of our whole system. But the same power | those only, constitute its being, and can be prop- 
which is so harmlessly and beneficially exercised | erly called its functions. The creation of these 


aie : : 
by New York, or Virginia, when exerted by the | functions involves our power, but the consequence 


General Government over its own District, is de- | flowing from their exercise are matters of expe- 
nounced as full of peril to the Republic! The/|diency merely. If the locality of this corporation 
fears of gentlemen are immediately aroused, and | should be tested by these distinctions, our power 
they appear to be alarmed at the size of the ob- | is susceptible of the clearest demonstration. 

ject by whom the power is wielded. It has been| When I first submitted my views upon this 
denominated a monster, that is to sweep away | bill, said Mr. McL., I mentioned the power to 
our liberties! a giant that will devour us! But | have perpetual succession as the principal func- 
gentlemen do not recollect that the giant is con-| tion, being, in truth, the very end of the incorpo- 
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ration. That all the powers of this ftinctioz were 
to be exercised within the Disirict, could not be 
denied. All the elections were to take place here; 
here they were to designate the objects of their 
fund; here, in effect, they were to dispense their 
charity. If the payments were to be made to the 
objects of their charity, in person here, he pre- 
sumed the doubts of the most sceptical would be 
removed ; and he could perceive no difference be- 
tween the order for payment, and the payment in 
fact; or between the receipt of the money in per- 
son, or by oe of attorney. But the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Cotpen,) feeling the force 
of the argument, had said that the power of per- 
tual succession was no function, but a “ qual- 
ity.” As the gentleman had not obliged us with 
his idea of the distinction between a quality and 
a function, as applied to a corporate body, he 
would not differ about words, but would appeal to 
the gentleman’s legal knowledge upon this sub- 
ject. Hecould not avoid reminding the House, 
owever, that, while the gentleman denied the 
power of perpetual succession to. be a function, he 
zealously contended, that the meeting of the offi- 
cers was a mostessential one! for which Mr. McL. 
could discover no other reason than that it ena- 
bled the gentleman very gravely to argue, that, 
as the bill merely directed the meetings to be 
holden “at the Seat of Government,” they were 
not necessarily confined to the District of Columbia! 

Mr. MeL. here, passing over some observations 
which he had intended to make in reply to the 
ep eos from New York, (Mr. Coipen,) if he 

ad been in his seat, proceeded to enumerate and 
animadvert upon the other functions of a corpo- 
ration, which he said consisted in the power to 
sue or be sued ; to grant or receive by its corpo- 
rate name; and do all other acts that natural 
persons may ; to purchase lands for the benefit of 
themselves and their successors; to have a com- 
mon seal through which to speak and act, and 
manifest its intentions ; and to make by-laws for 
its government, provided they were not contrary 
to its charter or the laws of the land. The per- 
formance of each of these functions, he repeated, 
was confined, by the bill, to the District of Co- 
lumbia ; and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
CoLDEN) was once more unhappy in attributing 
to the by-laws the power of changing the place 
of the elections, as he was also superficial, in se- 
riously asserting the impracticability of a man in 
New York voting at an election in Washington, 
overlooking entirely the use of the prozy, with 
which, if he had not been previously familiar, he 
had been reminded in the debate. 

If, therefore, said Mr. McL., all the legal func- 
tions of this corporation are to be performed with- 
in, how can it be unconstitutional, if some of the 
objects who are to derive aid from its benevolence, 
but are not members of the body, reside without 
the District? If the residence of the corporators 
be no test of locality, can that of the objects, who 
had no concern but in its charity, be more so? Is 
it not clear that, to pronounce the function ille- 
gitimate, the gentleman is obliged to follow the 
consequence of its exercise ? You find a number 
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of your citizens associated together, to raise a 
fund for charitable purposes—to relieve the neces- 
sities of the widow and orphan of those who may 
die in your service; and in order to facilitate the 
management of this fund, you endow the con- 
tributors with certain corporate functions, and 
authorize their performance in this District. They 
are performed here, and the benefits of this per- 
formance are shared by citizens of other States; 
but can this render their performance unlawful ? 
It is obvious you do not mean to empower these 
corporators to do any thing beyond these limits in 
opposition to the laws of any State, that they 
could not have done without your interference. 
You mean to say that their powers shall be ex- 
erted here, and their objects may flow whereso- 
ever they may be unobstructed by any higher 
authority. I admit, that before you confer the 
powers, it is your duty to be satisfied of the expe- 
diency and beneficial tendency of their exercise; 
but, being satisfied of these, I concur in opinion 
with the eloquent gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Reip,) that the more the benefits were to be dif- 
fused, the more urgent would be the propriety of 
granting the powers. Suppose it to contemplate 
objects of charity in another State, it does so in 
the same manner as any individual would, who 
designed to apply his private purse for a similar 
purpose. It is in the nature of every association, 
for general or public purposes, to spread its influ- 
ence over an extent proportionate to its objects; 
and it is with corporate bodies as with natural 
persons, that their operations will be felt as far as 
their ordinary intercourse and relations in busi- 
ness may be extended. If the powers of Congress 
should depend upon circumscribing these effects 
or objects, within this District, they would be 
too impotent to be practically executed. Such 
a principle would prevent an individual from dis- 
pensing charity to objects beyond the District, 
and the law which should protect his industry, by 
which he acquired the fund for this purpose, 
would be void. You could not incorporate a 
trading company, because the effects of a wise 
and prudent exercise of its corporate functions 
here, might beget relations and enrich objects in 
other parts of the Union. The doctrine, he said, 
Was at variance with every principle of sound 
reason, and the whole practice of the Govern- 
ment. 

In the exercise of your municipal power, you 
incorporate a bank, with a large amount of capi- 
tal, and locate it within the District; but do you 
mean to say, that it will or can have no object ex- 
terior to the District? Do you not mean to re- 
commend the circulation of its paper to every part 
of the community where it can be received? Do 

ou intend that it shall create no debts, and estab- 
fish no relations in business elsewhere? No, for 
this would be utterly vain. You mean, though, 
to give it a legal existence here, and you leave its 
influence elsewhere to the operations of the laws 
and interests of society. A part or the whole of 
the stock of your bank may be owned by the citi- 
zens of other States ; its operations controlled by 
their management, and the profits paid and re- 
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ceived wherever the owner may be; and would | 
the charter, for that reason, be unconstitutional ? | 
The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. ArcneR) has" 
attempted to distinguish this from the case before 
the House, by alleging that, in the case of the 
bank, the objects exterior to the District are mere- | 
ly collateral, or incidental, and, therefore, could 
not be foreseen. But this is evidently a distine- 
tion without a difference. The objects enume- | 
rated are certainly “incidental,” but they are ne- | 
cessarily so, and flow naturally from every bank- | 
ing operation. Besides, sir, you are bound to 
foresee the most natural consequences of your 
laws, and you act under a blind policy if you do 
not. And, sir, said Mr. McL.., if you fail to fore- 
see consequences, which are thus naturally inci- 
dent to your measures, would your want of com- 
mon foresight legalize that which would be other- 
wise unconstitutional? If there were any force 
in this argument, a non-resident of the District | 
could not purchase any stock in one of your banks; 
and, if he did, his purchase would be void, or the 
charter be violated. 

Again, sir, you desire to clear the navigation of 
the river which flows through this District; or to 
unite some distant stream with its waters, and, as 
necessary to this, you cut a canal through a part | 
of your limits. The proposed object is to bring 
the trade of a remote part of the country to your. 
city, and as much for the advantage of those at a 
distance, who are to bring their merchandise hith- 
er, as for your own merchants here, you foresee, 
and, foreseeing, design avowedly to promote the 
exterior object. Will any gentleman deny your 
power to incorporate a company to do this? And 
may not those who live remote from the District, 
and who reap the benefit of the improvement, be- 
come members of the incorporation? You also 
authorize money to be raised by a lottery, and 
grant an act of incorporation, if it be necessary, 
to accomplish it; if you cannot force the sale of 
your tickets in the several States, do you not de- 
sign to invite their citizens to come here and buy; | 
and may they not do so, and receive the prizes, if 
ma be fortunate ? 

u 
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t, said Mr. McL., at the same time that the | 


gentleman from Virginia argued upon this distine- 


tion, his accustomed candor and intelligence led 


him to admit, that Congress possesses the same 
power to create a corporation within this District, 
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or consider it in any degree essential to provide 
that its favors should not extend beyond it ? 

Mr. McL. said, he could not dismiss this part 
of the subject, without adverting to the law incor- 
porating the Columbian College within this Dis- 
trict, and in which, it might not be improper to 
observe, though it was not at all material, that not 
a single member of the corporation was at the 
time a resident therein. He referred to the case 
of the college as an instance illustrative at once 
of the nature of our power, and the discrimination 
between the exercise of the corporate functions 
and the fruits of their exercise. In that case, it 
was deemed sufficient that the college should be 
located, and its powers performed here ; but it was 
clearly foreseen that most of its objects must be 
necessarily exterior, and that all might beso. No 
one was weak enough to imagine, that only the 
youth of this District would be educated in this 
Seminary. It was the offspring of a more liberal 
and enlightened policy. The object avowed by its 
founders, and which prevailed with Congress, was 
to bring hither the youths of every part of our 
country, to plant in their minds the seeds of fu- 
ture distinction ; to instruct them inthe principles 
of science and the history of their Government; 
to return them again to the bosom of their respec- 
tive States, to spread the influence of their exam- 
ple, and become the ornaments of the nation and 
the expounders of its rights. You confined the 
means of acquiring these accomplishments here, 
but you designed that their fruits should be widely 
disseminated. 

And where is the difference, in fact, between 
that institution and the one you are now asked to 
incorporate? You bring, said he, to your college 
incorporation, the youth from a distant quarter, 
and fill his mind with knowledge and virtue; and 
to the Naval Association you invite the widow 
and orphan of the man who has fallen in the bat- 
tles of his country, and supply them with food and 
raiment; you give them a husband and a father. 
You open here two fountains—one of learning, 
and the other of charity—and may not those who 
require either come and be refreshed at their 
streams ? If you open here the springs of science, 
may you not provide the means by which the 
fatherless orphan may go and buy their waters? 


_To drop the figure, if you can incorporate a col- 


as is possessed by any State of the Union, within | 


its limits ; and this appeared to him tobe a surrender 


of the whole argument. Let meask, sir, said he, if 


a State Legislature cannot incorporate a char- 
itable association? Can it not incorporate this 
one? Certainly it may. One gentleman, from 
New York, (Mr. Coutpen,) had referred these 
applicants to the States, and appeared ambi- 
tious to acquire for the State he in part repre- 
sents here, the honor of granting that which he 
now withholds. 


But, sir, does any one imagine that, if that mu- 
nificent State were now granting this charter, 
she would deem it necessary to inquire if all the 
objects of its charity resided within her territory, 


_And what greater power has | 
New York to dispense with locality than we? | 


lege, at which the youth of any part of the Union 
may be educated, that youth may be the son of a 
man who has died in your defence, and may you 
not incorporate a company to supply him with 
the means of paying for his education ? 

Mr. McL. then proceeded to notice some of the 
objections which had been urged against the bill, 
as it respected its influence upon the discipline of 
the Navy. He thought all the fears of gentlemen 
on this score were groundless, and he had already 
shown that the force of the by-laws could never 
counteract the higher obligation to the laws of 
the service. The first duty of a soldier, said he, 
is to his country, and you cherish his obedience 
to this, when you associate with it his pride and 
all the finer feelings of the man. If you make it 
contribute to the protection of the dearest objects 
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_ of his affections, you secure it his devotion in life, 
and you blunt the last agony of his dying mo- 
ments. 

Sir, said Mr. McL.., if you possess the power 
and the object be so laudable, you are bound by 
considerations the most sacred to grant this char- 
ter: you cannot with any propriety refuse it, much 

_less can you refer these officers elsewhere. To 
whom else should they apply? To which of all the 
States are they to go? That which is not within 
the peculiar province of any one, is generally ne- 
glected by all. These officers, moreover, i. 
exclusively in the employment of the United 
States, are, to most purposes, disconnected with 

. the State authorities, and it might be a matter of 
delicacy for a State Legislature to interfere with 
your concerns. They must, therefore, come to 
you, of whose jurisdiction they are the peculiar 
objects. They belong exclusively to your service; 

they brave the battle and the storm for you; they 
are the means by which you give protection to the 
country ; they devote their time and labor for you, 
and it is the scanty savings from that labor which 
they design to have protected for the most benevo- 
lent purposes. They bear the proud insignia of 
your power ; they carry your eagles in triumph 
over the main ; they sustain your banner in every 
sea, and spill their blood in your defence ; and if 
you refuse them this favor, on whom else have 
they claims of equal obligation ? 

nd why, sir, will you not grant a boon so 
humble to you, but so consolatory to them? The 
do not solicit you to create an institution by whic 
they are to grow rich and powerful; they reap, 
gereonally, no emolument from the association. 
ou are not establishing a moneyed incorporation 
to increase the swollen circulation of bank paper; 
you have done all this before; but you are raising | 
up the Goddess of Charity, who is to diffuse her 
beneficence over all parts of your empire. It isa 
perversion of terms for gentlemen to call it a ter- 
rible engine, that is to sweep away our liberties, 
and carry desolation in its train! No, sir; it isa 

mild and charitable spirit, which springs up after 
the genius of desolation has spread its havoc far 

and wide, and clears away its ravages; it comes 

to heal the broken heart, and administer comfort 
to those who are the real sufferers by war and 
pestilence. The warrior who lies cold on the 
deck of your ship, or buried in the wave of the 
ocean, feels no longer the pang of separation ; his 
brave soul has been poured out in his country’s 
cause, or offered upon the altar of her service, and 
is insensible to the fame which follows his actions, 
or the misery produced by his death. The real 
calamities of war fall upon the survivors; on those 
who live to mourn his fall, and struggle with the 
anguish of wretched poverty and desolated affec- 
tions; the widowed mother and her numerous 
offspring, whom, in the midst of penury and want, 
the eye of a cold world can never reach ; and it is 
these to whom the charity of this association is to 
administer consolation. It proposes to snatch the 
orphan of your deceased officer from the abode of 
want and misery, and furnish him with the means 
of support ; to train him up in the paths of honor 
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and virtue, and teach him to deserve and emulate 
the fame of his sire. Sir, said Mr. McLanz, | 
had rather be the means, by my vote on this bill, 
of contributing to the attainment of such objecis 
than the author of all the banks Congress has ever 
incorporated. 

When Mr. Me L. had concluded— 

Mr. Wiis, of Nerth Carolina, spoke against 
the bill. 

Mr. Forwarp, also, against it. 

Mr, Rueawes, after a few remarks, offered the 
following additional section as an amendment: 

“ And be it further enacted, That this act shall not 
be construed to have any further force, authority, or 
effect, out of the District of Columbia, than acts of 
incorporation granted by the Legislature of any one 
of the United States ought to have in any other of the 
United States.” 

The amendment was agreed to—58 to 53. 

Mr. Woop then spoke against it. 

Mr. HempuiLt, ot Pennsylvania, said, he was 
in favor of the bill; as to its laudable object it 
was not worth while to say any thing; there ap- 
peared to be a concurrence of sentiment and feel- 
ing upon it. The bill was principally opposed on 
Constitutional grounds. Some, it was true, enter- 
tained doubts as to its expediency. If he under- 
stood the objection, it was, that the beneficial ef- 
fects of the bill would be exterior to the District. 
The officers, it was said, did not reside in the Dis- 
trict; but he believed that it was not denied that a 
due proportion lived within its limits. A legisla- 
tive body should always have an eye to the in- 
terest of those for whom it was legislating, 

Objects entirely exterior and unconnected with 
any interest, would not fall within the ordinary 
scope of legislation; while objects solely interior, 
would be the peculiar subject of legislation. But 
there were mixed cases, where the benefits of the 
law would be partly exterior and partly interior. 
In such cases, how can you draw any Constitu- 
tional line? In relation to these cases, it never 
can be a question of Constitutional power, but a 
mere question of expediency. The legislative 
body will decide, whether the interest to its con- 
stituents is sufficient to lay the foundation of a 
law. 

Banks in the District are of this description: 
their benefits may extend beyond its limits; the 
stockholders, who are entitled to the dividends, 
may reside any where in the Union. The Colum- 
bian College is of a similar character; the youths 
who receive their education at this institution, 
may come from any part of the United States. 
In all such cases there can be no Constitutional 
line; it must be discretionary. If a law should 
be passed on an object which was too remote, it 
would be no more than bad legislation. 

One thing ought to be conceded, and that is, 
that the power of Congress over this District is 
equal to that of a State Legislative body within 
its jurisdiction. Congress has within this District 
the right of exclusive legislation: Nothing could 
be more ample or supreme. Legislative bodies 
will look even beyond the limits of their own 
States. The Legislature both of Pennsylvania 
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and Maryland, created incorporations to make a 


canal from the Chesapeake to the Delaware. It 


would be perfectly immaterial, who subscribed for 
the stock, or where they lived; the functions of 
the corporations, it is true, must be performed in 
the respective States, as a State could not create a 
corporative body out of its own jurisdiction. If 
the canal, I have alluded to, had been perfected, 
its benefits would not have been confined to the 
States of Pennsylvania and Maryland; the United 
States, particularly, in a time of war, would have 


received incalculable advantages from it. 


Could not a State pass such a bill as the one on | 
the table? Every State has its interest in the 
Navy; and it would be discretionary whether it 
pened allow of such a corporation within its ju- 
risdiction. A local legislative body in this Dis- 


trict would have a similar power; and could not 


such a legislative body follow the examples of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, and incorporate a 
company to improve the navigation of the Poto- 
mae? and would it be material where the stock- 
holders lived, or what the advantages would be to 
sections of the Union beyond the limits of the 
District? What more persuasive argument could 
be urged, in favor of the law, than that it would 
not only be beneficial to the District, but to the 
Union at large? If a law is to be considered un- 
constitutional, because its advantages spread be- 
yond the limits of the District, there could be nei- 
ther a road ora canal constructed in this place. | 
The roads here are convenient and necessary for | 
the National Legislature. 

As to State rights, I am as friendly to them, as | 
a citizen of the Union ought to be. We must 
consider that we are citizens of the United States, 
as well as citizens of the particular State to which 
we belong; and that it is as much our duty to pro- 
tect the rights of the General Government, as it is 
to protect the rights of the States. There is, how- 
ever, a peculiar incident in this case, that has not 
been observed, and that is, that the friends of the 
at are, on this occasion, the supporters of State 
nghts. 

.. has been remarked, that the location of the 
corporation will not be in this District, as its func- 
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the bill is to be carried into effect. And are not 


the people of this District as much interested in 
the welfare of the Navy, as any other portion of 
the Union? It is upon the same principle that a 
State legislative body would act. It is on the 
same principle on which the General Government 
acts, in the establishment of navy hospitals. 

Mr. Hempuicu said he had other remarks to 
make on the expediency of the bill, but that, be- 
ing indisposed, he should decline proceeding any 
further. 

Mr. Fuuter spoke in reply to the opponents of 
the bill. 


The question recurring on the engrossment of 
the bill for a third reading, the yeas and nays were 
taken, and stood—yeas 65, nays 91, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Barstow, 
Baylies, Bayly, Bigelow, Brown, Burrows, Cambrel- 
eng, Carter, Cassedy, Condict, Cook, Cushman, Cuth- 
bert, Dane, Darlington, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, 
Eddy, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of Penn- 
sylvania, Farrelly, Findlay, Fuller, Gorham, Hamil- 
ton, Harris, Hemphill, Herrick, Hill, Hobart, Hol- 
combe, Ingham, Keyes, Lathrop, Little, McCarty; Mc- 
Kim, McLane, McSherry, Mattocks, Mercer, Moore of 
Virginia, Neale, Nelson of Massachusetts, Pitcher, 
Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of Pennsylvania, 
Reed ot Massachusetts, Reid of Georgia, Rogers, Rug- 
gles, Russ, Sterling of New York, J. Stephenson, 
Swan, Tattnall, Taylor, Tod, Van. Rensselaer, War- 
field, White, and Williamson—65. 


Naxys—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Ten- 
nessee, Archer, Barber of Connecticut, Barber of 
Ohio, Bassett, Bateman, Blackledge, Borland, Bucha- 
nan, Burton, Butler, Campbell of New York, Campbell, 
of Ohio, Cannon, Chambers, Cocke, Conkling, Crafts, 
Crudup, Denison, Edwards of North Carolina, Eustis, 
Floyd, Forrest, Forward, Garnett, Gebhard, Gilmer, 
Govan, Gross, Hardin, Harvey, Hawks, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jennings, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. 
Johnston, Jones of Virginia, Kent, Kirkland, Leftwich, 
Lincoln, Litchfield, McCoy, McNeill, Matlack, Mat- 
son, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Morgan, Mar- 
ray, Nelson of Virginia, Patterson of New York, Pat- 
terson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Pierson, Randolph, 
Reed of Maryland, Rhea, Rich, Rochester, Rodney, 


| Ress, Russell, Sanders, Sloane, Arthur Smith, Alex- 


tionaries will principally reside out of the District. | ander Smyth, W. Smith, A. Stevenson, Stoddard, 
On this head, it is only necessary to reply, that | Thompson, Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker of 
its functions are all to be performed here, and that | Virginia, Tucker of South Carolina, Udree, Upham, 
is. the test of locality, and not residency. | Vance, Van Wyck, Walworth, Whipple, Williams 

It must be acknowledged, that if the law passes, | of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, Wilson, 
a corporation will be created, and that the corpo- | Wood, and Woodson—91. 
ration must be located somewhere. A simple; And so the said bill was rejected. 
question will solve this difficulty. Where is the | 
location of the corporation, if it is not in this | 
District 2 Tuurspay, January 9. 

If a State could pass such a law, why should; Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
the right be denied to a local legislative body of | lic Lands, to which the subject was referred by 
this District—the people of this District ? hat | resolution of the 9th ultimo, reported a bill au- 
is the object of this bill? Isit not for the encour- | thorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
agement of the Navy: for the benefit of a National | Office to correct mistakes in entries of land ; which 
Establishment, which, on account of its gallantry, | was read twice and committed to the Committee 
has become one of the proudest ornaments of the| of the Whole to which is committed the bill to 
country? The creation of a fund for the relief of | establish an additional land office in the Territory 
the widows and children of deceased officers, is | of Michigan. 
merely the means by which the grand object of} Mr. Stoanz, from the Committee on Elections, 
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made a report, declaring the —o of the cre- 
dentials of Mr. Upres, Mr. McKim, and Mr. 
Hamitton, members of this House; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Inauam, yesterday laid 
on the table, requesting the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to report a statement of the bonds out stand- 
ing on the 1st December, 1822, and falling due in 
1823, with the amount of debentures chargeable 
thereon, and the expense of collection ; a statement 
of the amount of bonds outstanding on the Ist 
January, 1821, and at the commencement of each 
quarter during that year, with the debentures 
chargeable on the same in the respective periods; 
the amount of revenue from customs which may 
accrue in 1823, and what portion may be received 
in the course of that year, stating the average 
amount which has been received on the customs 
accrued within each year since 1816, inclusive; 
a statement of the whole amount of the unex- 
pended balance of the sinking fund, distinguishing 
each year since 1817, and on what principle he 
distinguishes the balances that will accrue against 
that fund in 1823 and ’24 from those of preceding 
years, by which he proposes to charge the esti- 
mated unexpended balances of 1823 and ’24 upon 
the revenues of 1825; was considered and adopted. 

Mr. CamMBRELENG rose and said, that, when the 
resolution relating to the case of Mrs. Denny was 
on, adopted by the House, his colleague (Mr. 

ORGAN) was not aware that he (Mr. C.) had 
then in his possession a petition and document 
upon that of come which he had been prevented 
from presenting by a rule of the House, he would 
now ask leave to present it. 

Leave being granted— 

Mr. C, presented the petition of Penelope Denny. 
Mrs. Denny, he said, had a double claim on the 
liberality and justice of the nation; she was the 
widow of a Revolutionary officer and the mother 
of James Denny, late a quarter gunner of the 
United States schooner Alligator, who fell at the 
side of his gallant commander. Accompanying 
the petition was a certificate of General Robert 
Swartwout, stating that the deceased, during his 
life time, had vo the half of his pay to 
suppor: his aged and destitute mother. hile 
the House were passing a bill for the relief of the 
mother and sister of his commander, it would not 
dishonor the memory of a brave man, if it should 
be accompanied by a bill for extending the same 
justice to the mother of an humble but gallant 
sailor. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Eustis, a select committee 
was appointed to inquire whether any legislative 
provision is necessary to effect a final adjustment 
of the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, Esquire, 
relative to advances made to and disbursements 
made by him, during the late war; and Mr. 
Eustis, Mr. Trimpite, Mr. McKim, Mr. Rocers, 
and Mr. HAMILTON, were appointed the said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. RanKIN, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of assign- 





ing to the Territory of Arkansas, such limits as 
shall constitute the limits of any State hereafter 
to be formed from said territory ; and of preventing 
settlements on the lands of the United States, or 
Indian lands, west of those limits, and that the 
said Committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise; and Mr. Rankin, Mr, Bucnanan, Mr, 
Rica, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Sioane, Mr. Scort, and 
Mr. Joun T. Jonnson, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

The engrossed bill “to confirm certain claims 
to lots in the village of Peoria, in the State of II- 
linois,” was read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

The bills from the Senate for the relief of 
Daniel Seward, Amos Nicholls, and Robert Pur- 
dy, were severally twice read, and committed. 

A bill from the Senate, “appropriating money 
for the purpose of repairing the National Road, 
from Cumberland to Wheeling,” was twice read, 
and committed. 


ALTERATION OF THE TARIFF. 


Mr. Top, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, reported a bill for the more effectual en- 
couragement and protection of certain domestic 
manufactures, which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole on the state 
of the Union. The bill is as follows: 


A bill for the more effectual encouragement and pro- 
tection of domestic manufactures. 


Be it enacted, &c., ‘That, from and after the thirtieth 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law, on 
the importation of the articles hereinafter enumerated, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the following 
duties, that is to say : 

First. A duty of thirty per centum ad valorem on 
all manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a com- 
ponent part: Provided, That all woollen cloths, or 
cloths of which wool is a component part, excepting 
blankets, flannels, and worsted or stuff goods, the ori- 
ginal cost of which, at the place whence imported, 
with the addition of ten per centum, shall be less than 
eighty cents per square yard, shall, with such addition, 
be taken and deemed to have cost eighty cents per 
square yard, and shall be charged with duty accordingly. 

Second. A duty of twenty-five per centum ad va- 
lorem on all manufactures of cotton, silk, flax, or 
hemp, not herein particularly specified, or of which 
either of these materials is a component part: Pro- 
vided, That all cotton cloths, or of which cotton isa 
component material, (excepting nankeens imported 
directly from China, and excepting cloths colored or 
dyed wholly or in part,) the original cost of which, at 
the place whence imported, with the addition of 
twenty per centum, if imported from the Cape of Good 
Hope, or from places beyond it, and of ten per centum, 
if imported from any other place, shall be less than 
twenty-five cents per square yard, shall, with such 
addition, be taken and deemed to have cost twenty- 
five cents per square yard, and shall be charged with 
duty accordingly. And, that all cotton cloths, or of 
which cotton is a component part, colored or dyed 
wholly or in part, the original cost of which, at the 
place whence imported, with the addition aforesaid, 
shall be less than thirty-five cents per square yard, 
shall, with such addition, be taken and deemed to have 
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cost thirty-five cents per square yard, and shall be 
charged with duty accordingly : And thatall unbleached 
and uncolored cotton, twist. yarn, or thread, the ori- 
ginal cost of which shall be ‘ess than sixty cents per 


| pound, shall be deemed and taken to have cost sixty 


cents per pound, and shall be chatged with duty ac- 
cordingly : And all bleached or colored yarn, twist, or 
thread, the original cost of which shell be less than 
seventy-five cents per pound, shall be taken and deemed 
to have cost seventy-five cents per pound, and shall be 
charged with duty accordingly : And, provided, also, 
That all linen or hempen cloths, or cloths of which 
flax or hemp is a component material, not herein par- 
ticularly specified, the cost of which at the place 
whence imported, with the addition of ten per cenium, 
shall be less than twenty-five cents per square yard, 
shall, with such addition, be taken and deemed to have 
cost twenty-five cents per square yard, and shall be 
charged with duty accordingly. 

A duty of thirty per centum ad valorein on nankeens. 


Third. A duty of twenty-five per centum ad valorem 
on printing-types, brass wire, cutlery, pins, needles, 


battons, button moulds, buckles of all kinds, japanned | 


wares of all kinds, cannon, muskets, fire-arms, and 
side-arms, and on all manufactures, not herein spe- 
cified, made of brass, iron, steel, pewter, lead, or tin, or 
of which any of these metals is a component material. 

A duty of forty per centum ad valorem, on al! Leg- 
horn and silk hats; Provided, That, if the cost of the 
same, at the place whence imported, with the addition 
af ten per centum, stall be less than one dollar each, 
they shall be deemed and taken to have cost one dol- 
lar each, and shall be charged with duty accordingly. 

The following duties severally and specifically : 

On lead; in pigs, bats, or sheets, two cents per 
pound ; 

On leaden shot, three cents per pound ; 

On red or white lead, dry or ground in oil, four 
cents per pound ; 

On hemp, two and a quarter cents per pound ; 

On tarred cables and cordage, four cents per pound ; 

On untarred cordage, yarns, twine, pack-thread, and 
seines, five cents per pound ; 

On linseed and hempseed oil, twenty-five cents per 
gallon ; 

On wool, cents per pound ; 

On copperas, two cents per pound ; 

On iron, in bars and bolts, not manufactured, in 
whole or in part, by rolling, one dollar per hundred 
weight; 

On round iron or braziers’ rods, of three-sixteenths 
to eight-sixteenths of an inch diameter, inclusive, three 
dollars per hundred weight ; 

On slit iron, in nail or spike rods, three dollars per 
hundred weight ; 

On iron, in sheets or hoops, three dollars per hun- 
dred weight ; 

On‘iron spikes, three cents per pound ; 

On nails, five cents per pound ; 

On iron or steel wire, not exceeding number eighteen, 
five cents per pound ; and over eighteen, nine cents 
per pound. 

On plough places, or share moulds, one and a half 
cents per pound ; 


On auvils, two cents per pound ; 

On iron cables, or chains, or parts thereof, three 
cents per pound; and no drawback shall be allowed 
on the exportation of iron cables, or parts thereof; 
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On spades and shovels, two dollars and fifty cents 
per dozen ; 

On screws, manufactured of iron or brass, weighing 
ear pounds and upwards, fifteen cenis per 

und ; 

OM screws of iron, for wood, called wood screws, 
not exceeding one inch in length, eight cents per 
groce ; over one inch, and not exceeding two inches 
in length, fourteen cents per groce ; over two inches 
in length, twenty cents rer groce ; 

On all wares, of flint glass, of whatever description, 
cut or uncut, a duty of six cents per pound, and in 
addition thereto, an ad valorem duty of twenty per 
centum ; 


On window glass, not above eight inches by ten 
inches in size, three dollars per hundred square feet; 
not above ten inches by twelve inches in size, three 
dollars and twenty-five cents per hundred square feet ; 
and if above ten inches by twelve inches in size, three 
dollars and seventy-five cents per hundred square feet. 

On black glass bottles, two dollars per groce; 

On all other articles of glass, five cents per pound; 

On Russia duck, per piece of fifty-two archeens, two 
dollars ; 

On Ravens duck, per piece of fifty-two archeens, 
one dollar and twenty-five cents; 

On Holland duck, per piece of fifty-two archeens, 
two dollars and fifty cents ; 

On all printing paper, eight cents per pound ; 

Wrapping paper, six cents per pound ; 

Colored paper, six cents per pound ; 

Writing paper, not otherwise described, twelve cents 
per pound ; ; 

Sugar-loaf paper, four cents per pound ; 

Letter or folio-post paper, fifteen cents per pound; 

Bookbinders’, bandbox, and sheathing paper, three 
cents per pound ; 

On printed paper-hangings, fifteen cents per pound; 

On all other paper, six cents per pound. 

Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases, 
all articles composed of mixed or various materials, 
shall pay the highest duty to which articles manufac- 
tured from any of such materials are subject. 


Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the day of , one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty , to the duties on any goods, 
wares, and merchandise, whatsoever, there shall be 
added and paid the full amount of such bounty or pre- 
mium, or allowance in nature thereof, as on the ex- 
portation of similar articles may be given, paid, or 
allowed, in the place or country whence the same shall 
be exported, or in the place or country wherein the 
same shall be produced or manufactured, which shall 
be calculated and ascertained under such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall from 
time to time prescribe. 

Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That an addi- 
tion of ten per centum shall be made to the several 
rates of duties hereby imposed upon the several articles 
aforesaid, which, after the said thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty three, shall 
be imported in ships or vessels not of the United States: 
Provided, That this addition shall not apply to arti- 
cles imported in ships or vessels not of the United States, 
entitled by treaty or by any act of Congress to be ad- 
mitted on payment of the same duties that are paid 
on like articles imported in ships or vessels of the 
United States. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
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be allowed a drawback of the duties by this act im-' 

d, upon the exportation of any articles that shall 
ta paid the same, within the time and in the man- 
ner, and subject to the restrictions, prescribed in the 
fourth section of the act, entitled “An act to regulate 
the duties on imports and tonnage,’’ passed the twenty- 
seventh day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the exist- 
ing laws shall extend ts 2nd be in force for the collec- 
tion of the duties imposed by this act, for the prosecu- 
tion and punishment of all offences, and for the recov- 
ery, collection, distribution, and remission, of al! fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, as fully and effectually as if 
every regulation, penalty, forfeiture, provision, clause, 
matter, and thing, to that effect in the existing laws 
contained, had been inserted in and re-enacted by this 
act. 


ROAD FROM OHIO TO MICHIGAN. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Vance, took 
up the bill to appropriate a certain quantity of 
land to defray the charge of laying out and making 
a road from the mouth of the Miami of Lake Erie 
to the Connecticut Reserve. 

Mr. Vance delivered, more at length than here- 
tofore, the views which he entertained of the im- 
portance of the measure proposed by the bill. 
stated facts showing the enormous charge of trans- 
portation of supplies from Ohio to Michigan, 
during the late war, for the want of a passable 
road. He replied to anticipated objections, on the 
score of the value of the Jand proposed to be ap- 
plied to this object. The whole quantity to be 
granted to the purpose, he estimated at 57,000 
acres, worth, at the minimum price, $72,000, but 
in fact worth much less to the United States, from 
its inaccessibility. He did not believe, however, 
it was worth, in the market, more than sixty-two 
and a half cents per acre, which would make only 
an amount of $36,000 to be applied to this great 
object. He hoped it would not be considered a 
heresy in politics to state that the Northwestern 
frontier was equally entitled to protection with 
other parts of the United States. If this land was 
in reality worth two dollars and a half per acre, 
it would amount only to a total of one hundred | 
and forty-four thousand dollars, which was a very 
small amount, certainly, compared with the mag- 
nitude of the object of protecting that frontier by 
this military road. 
ments of expediency and necessity, in favor of | 
this measure, there is, he said, a treaty stipulation | 
by which the United States have bound them- | 
selves to make the road, (referring to the Treaty | 
of Brownstown ;) and he made some statements | 
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of the United States. As respects the State 
Ohio, though somewhat interested in the road, i 
was much less so than the people of Michigap, 
Nor was the whole Union less interested in jy 
The defeat at Frenchtown, during the late war, 
was occasioned by the want of it, from the in. 
practicability of uniting the different detachment; 
of the army, and during the whole war there wa 
much waste of life and treasure from the same 
cause. Mr. V. added other remarks illustrative of 
these positions. 

After moving an amendment, which was agreej 
ne the House— 

r. Srpcey, the Delegate from Michigan, also 
spoke in favor of the bill, in which he said his 
constituents were deeply interested, separated as 
they were from the rest of the United States, and 
in a manner isolated from the Territory with 

| which they are particularly connected. He first 
| adverted to the provision of the treaty, held under 
the authority of the United States, wherein a grant 
of the land for the road, and of a mile deep on 
each side of it, was made by the Indians to the 
United States, on the condition and for the pur 
pose of making this road. Since that time the 
‘remainder of the territory had been ceded by the 
tates, but nothing had 
been done by the United States towards making 
the road. The interest of the Government, in 
making this road, with a view to military opera- 
tions, Mr. S. said, was in fact much greater than 
the local interest in it. It was a portion of the 
territory of the United States, weaker, more ex- 
posed, and more likely to fall into the hands of 
an enemy during war than any other. During 
a war, (with Great Britain, should it ever again 
happen,) it would be of the first importance to 
make this point safe; and to do this securely, the 
a of the adjacent States, on which its 
defence must greatly depend, ought to have the 
means of concentrating its strength, the want of 
which means was so severely felt during the late 
war. Mr. S. added other: arguments in support 
of the bill; such as that the road is necessary to 
secure any he a regular transportation of 
the mail; that the Michigan Territory must people 
slowly until an access is opened to it, without 
being obliged, as was now necessary at some sea- 
sons of the year, to go through foreign territory to 
hus, Mr. S. said, supposing there was 
no right derived from the treaty, the object was of 
the utmost importance, and the bill proposed no 
new principle. Lands had been often granted by 
Congress for objects of much less importance, 
and, as for this iand, it would be of no value to 





to show that the Indians, who were parties to that | the United States until a road was made, and 't 
treaty, were desirous the road should be made.| became worth the trouble to drain it. The quan- 


There was such a disposition to impute to the | tity of land proposed to be allotted to this purpose 
Western members interested motives, in regard to; would not, in his opinion, be sufficient to accom- 


all measures concerning public lands, he had rather plish it, but it was probable that, by the aid of this 


ask this as a matter of right, under the treaty, grant, those who were interested would be able to 
than as a matter of favor. But, in the name of | complete the work. 


the people of Michigan, though there had beenno| Mr. Cocke said, that a reference to almost every 
treaty, he would ask the passage of this bill as a/ treaty with the Indians, for twenty years past, 


matter of justice as well as favor to the people of | would exhibit provisions for roads in almost every 
Michigan, to connect them with the settled parts| direction. It was no new thing to prevail upon 
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surveyed, without any thing further being done 
If we choose to give this land, he said, 
while we do not diminish the funds of the nation, 
we comply with the condition of the cession to 
us, and effect a valuable object to the nation. It 
was, he said, a matter of great importance to the 
United States, that this road should be made. 
The country between the Miami river and the 
Connecticut Reserve is a swamp, often impassable, 
and intercepts the communication between Michi- 
gan and Ohio. Michigan is a frontier country; 
it adjoins Upper Canada; its population is so 
small that it eannot defend itself in the event ofa 
war again occurring with the owners of Up 
Canada, and must fall, unless a communication 
be established between it and the more porsiee 
rts of our country. It is our interest, therefore, 
if we wish to hold the Territory of Michigan, to 
have the road cut. At present, it is understood 
that the communication to and from Michigan 
with the United States must, for a considerable 
portion of the year, be carried on through Upper 
Canada. Ought we, he asked, to permit our terri- 
tory to be so dissociated as to have to communi- 
cate with it through the medium of a foreign ter- 
ritory? He thought not, and was therefore in 


Mr. Haron said that, of the power of Congress 
to pass this bill, he entertained no doubt. One of 
the most vulnerable points of our country to an 
enemy is the Michigan Territory. It has not 
within itself strength for its defence, and has to 
call on the neighboring States for succor to repel 
Mr. H. adverted to the enormous ex- 
pense to which the United States were put on 
that frontier during the late war, which would 
not have been one-fourth as great had the pro- 
posed road then existed. The whole army, when 
at Fort Meigs, &c., had to be supplied by trans- 
portation on horses for a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty miles, so that every barrel of flour con- 
sumed had cost the United States some fifty dol- 
It was important, therefore, that 
a direct intercourse should be opened between the 
settled country and that part of our territory. 
There could “be no objection, in a Constitutional 
view, to making this road, in the character of a 
military road. As to the expediency of the road, 
Mr. H. said, he entertained no doubt. The two 
vulnerable points of our country are Florida and 
Mr. H. said, he wished to see them 
strengthered as much as possible and as fast as 
possible. He also adverted to the increased value 
which would be given to the lands of the United 
States in that quarter by the increased ee of 

There was but one objection to the bill 
that he could see. It was this: that, if we cede 
the land to the State of Ohio, and she does not 
make the road, we shall have no power to get it 
back again. But, Mr. H. said, he had so much 
confidence in the integrity of the State of Ohio, 
that he was willing to pass the bill without a clause 
providing for its reversion in such case. He had 
no doubt the State of Ohio would lay out every 
cent of the proceeds of the sales of the lands in 


a 
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ale of the Indians to give their consent to have a road 
oad, it made. The Indians are pressed into the measure; | upon it. 
higan, and it was the first time he had ever heard it sug- 
in it ested that the Indians were desirous of having a 
> War, Righway through their lands. Such an idea was 
bend contrary to their nature; their pursuits are repug- 
ments nant to it. He could not therefore yield to the 
© Was argument, in favor of this bill, that the Indians 
Same are desirous to see the road made. He did not 
Ive of understand, he said, how the making of a road 
through it was to drain the swamp, and he wished 
Breed for information on that head. And why were the | 
United States to pay for making this road any | 
) also more than roads in other parts of the country ? 
1 his Were the people of Michigan so regardless of their 
ed as interest that they would not make a road to lead 
» and to their Territory? If it was necessary to appro- 
with priate this land to this object, for the benefit of the 
first le of Michigan, why was it to be given to the 
nder Btate of Ohio? Why not let Michigan have it? 
rant No, Mr. C. said, let us keep it in our hands, that 
D on we may ourselves regulate the matter, if the road 
the is to be made. He was obliged to the gentleman 
pur- for the suggestion that the proceeds of the land 
the would not be sufficient to make the road. This 
"the bill would then be but a beginning. And, said he, 
had once enter the wedge, and you will not get clear | favor of this bill. 
cing of it for ten years to come. Mr. C. concluded by 
» requiring the yeas and nays on the question of 
era- ordering this bill to a third reading. 
han Mr. Litt Le said that, to any measure calculated 
the to promote the prosperity and happiness of any 
ex- section of our country, and not impairing the 
of rights of any body, he felt himself bound to give | invasion. 
ing his support. That the public is greatly inter- 
ain ested in the measure proposed by this bill, had 
to been sufficiently shown. The treasure of the 
the country, as well as its blood, had been wasted for 
its want of the road. His reflection on the subject, 
the too, had induced him to believe, that it was in 
of consequence of the access being so difficult, that 
ate the Michigan country had filled up so slowly. It | 
ort was an inconvenience which ought to be remedied; | lars per barrel. 
to that, in order to get into the United States, it was 
of for one half of the year necessary for the people 
ale of Michigan to pass through the territory of a 
ut nation with whom we have already had two wars, 
a- and with whom he should not be surprised to live 
to to see a third. It was no reason against this bill, 
as that application might be hereafter made from 
of other quarters for similar grants. This is not the | Michigan. 
10 first grant which has been made for similar pur- 
Ny poses, but no grant had been made for any as im- 
e, rtant. The facts which had been stated respect- 
0 ing the evils suffered in the late war for want of 
it this road were undoubted; and Mr. L. hoped that, | access. 
\- on further consideration, the gentleman from Ten- 
¢ te- nessee would withdraw his opposition to the bill. 
\- Mr. MitcHect, of South Carolina, said that he 
s knew very little of the merits of this question, but 
0 what he had gathered from the report which ac- 
companied the bill. He was of opinion, however, 
y that this cession ought to be made. In the first 
, a place, he said, this land was conveyed to the Uni- 
rr ted States for the express purpose of making the 
1 & road ; and with the same object the land had been 


making or repairing the road. This case being 
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clearly distinguishable from the exercise of the 
general power of internal improvement, as con- 
emplating a military road, he hoped his friend 
from Tennessee would withdraw his opposition, 
oe 2 the bill pass by a unanimous vote. He 
yped, too, when the question regarding the Cum- 
beland road came up, to witness the same spirit 
0 Pe in its favor, which was to be seen 
on this occasion. 
~ Mr. Campnett, of Ohio, rose, not so much to 
Sek oes in support of the bill, as to notice 
a remark which fell from the gentleman who had 
dust taken his seat, as to what might be the con- 
tof the State of Ohio in regard to the road. 
A year ago, Mr. C. said, the Legislature of Ohio 
had passed an act on this subject, in which she 
had evinced her willingness to take upon herself 
the trouble and expense of making this road, if 
the right of the United States to the land in ques- 
tion were ceded to her. He did not pretend to 
say that this road woald not be an advantage to 
the State of Ohio, but it would be of more impor- 
tance to the interests of the Union generally. The 
country in which this road lies is one of the most 
valuable in the Union, and as little had been done 
for it, as for any section of the Union, On this 
point he would only observe, he said, that so great 
was his zeal to increase the population of the 
Peninsula of Michigan, he was willing to vote 
even two or three hundred thousand acres of land 
to those who would settle it, or he would sell the 
land at fifty cents acre if it would induce a 
settlement of it. He would use every means to 
accomplish an object so desirable, On the score 
of money, which was said to be the sinew of war, 
much that was expended during the late war, 
would have been saved, had the proposed road 
then existed; and the petitions even at this day 
presented by the delegate from that Territory re- 
mind us in what condition the fortune of war has 
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there is no population in the Union of ten thous. 
and souls able to make a road of forty-five miles 
in length through such a swamp as that. They 
are already weighed down with taxation, and are 
perhaps the most oppressed people under the Goy. 
ernment of the United States. In answer to the 
remark that, if this bill passed, application would 
be hereafter made to the United States for further 
aid to complete the road, Mr. C. said, when those 
applications were made it would be the duty of 
ongress to act upon them as should appear to be 
right. They must stand or fall on their own 
merits or demerits. If rightful, they would be 
granted ; if otherwise, they would be rejected. 
Mr. F'arrey observed, that he lived on the 
Northwestern frontier, and rose to communicate 
facts, which every one on that frontier must know, 
Michigan was, without doubt, the most exposed 
oint, and also the weakest of the Union. The 
erritory was inhabited by numerous nations of 
Indians, who had been accustomed to war with 
the people of the United States. From the close 
of the war of the Revolution down to the defeat of 
General Wayne, they were in a state of continual 
hostility. During the late war, they desolated 
that Territory ; and, in case of any rupture between 
us and the British Government, we know, from 
the experience of the past, on which side they will 
be engaged. If the Territory of Michigan were 
able to protect itself during the late war, whata 
saving it would have been to the nation in treas- 
ure and blood; the Kentucky militia would not 
have been massacred—which happened after they 
passed that swamp. It is an object of the greatest 
importance to the United States to encourage the 
popalerion of Michigan, which has been hitherto 
ept down by the impracticability of going to it. 
By passing the bill, the United States will secure 
the most important advantages. I know it to be 
a fact, that the merchants of the place where | 


once placed it. In a pecuniary point of view, | reside, and generally of the district I represent, 
Mr, C. said, the House could not err in passing | who have commercial relations with Detroit, have 
this bill. As far as he knew the, sentiment of the | to go there and return, af some seasons of the 
State of Ohio, she would take a deep interest in | year, through Upper Canada, in consequence of 
making the road. Mr. C. examined the treaty- | the obstacles opposed by the Black Swamp. The 
proven respecting this road, which, he argued, | United States fleet has disappeared on Lake Erie; 
id not assimilate itself to the general treaty pro- | and it is of the utmost importance to strengthen the 
visions respecting roads, adverted to by Mr. Cockg, | interior of the country, which has not resources 
imasmuch as those provisions were inserted to ac- | itself to make this road. 
commodate the United States, and to be executed | Mr. Sistey again rose. There was, he said, 
at our pleasure, whilst in this case the stipulation | in reply to Mr. Cocke, no want of patriotism and 
was obligatory and binding on the United States. | liberality in the Territory of Michigan, He men- 
The population of Upper Canada, Mr. C. said, | tioned large appropriations of money which they 
had greatly increased in consequence of the liber- | had had to make for roads, of which the United 


ality of the British Government to settlers. That | 


Government considers its possessions in that quar- 


| States were deriving the benefit; and also that there 
was a road of considerable length which the Terti- 








ter vulnerable; but they are not as vulnerable as | tory would have to make to meet the very road em- 

ours. Whilst they are increasing their strength | braced in this bill. He appealed to the House 

in that direction, ought we not to be increasing | whether Michigan, who had been doing her ut- 

ours? Any course different from this must be a | most to connect herself with the rest of the Union, 

blind one, and such as the Government ought not | ought to be expected to make this road. 

to pursue. The gentleman from Tennessee had | The question was then taken on ordering the 

said, if the people of Michigan are interested, let | bill to be engrossed and read a third time, and de- 

them make the road. But, Mr. C. asked, will | cided—yeas 130, nays 21, as follows; 

their physical means enable them to make it?| Yras—Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Massachusetts, Al- 
ey are interested in the road, it is true; but ' len of Tennessee, Archer, Barber of Connecticut, Bar- 
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er ‘io, Bateman, Baily, Bigelow, Borland, Brown, 
uae Burrows, pain, Cambreleng, Campbell of 
New York, Campbell of Ohio, Cannon, Carter, Cas- 
sedy, Chambers, Conkling, Cook, Crafts, Crudup, 
Cushmen, Dane, Denison, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, 
Eddy, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsyl- 
yania, Farrelly, Findlay, Forrest, Forward, Fuller, 
Govan, Hardin; Harris, Harvey, Hemphill, Hill, Hol- 
conibe, Hooks, Hubbard, Ingham, Jackson, Jennings, 
F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, Jones of Virginia, Jones 
of Tennessee, Kent, Keyes, Kirkland, Lathrop, Left- 
wich, Lincoln, Litchfield, Little, McCarty, McKim, 
McLane, McNeill, McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Mat- 
son, Mattocks, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell of South Carolina, Moore of Virginia, Moore 
of Alabama, Morgan, Murray, Neale, Nelson of Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson of Virginia, Newton, Patterson of 
New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Pier- 
son, Pitcher, Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of 
Pennsylvania, Reed of Massachusetts, Reed of Mary- 
land, Rhea, Rochester, Rogers, Ross, Ruggles, Russell, 
Saunders, Scott, Sloane, William Smith, Spencer, Ster- 
ling of Connecticut, Sterling of New York, J. Stephen- 
son, Stewart, Swan, T'attnall, Taylor, Thompson, Tod, 
Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker of Virginia, Tucker 
of South Carolina, Udree, Upham, Vance, Van Rens- 
selaer, Walker, Walworth, Whipple, White, William- 
son, Wilson, Wood, Woodcock, and Woodson. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Bassett, Blackledge, 
Burton, Cocke, Condict, Conner, Edwards of North 
Carolina, Garnett, Gilmer, Gorham, Hawks, McCoy, 
Rich, Rodney, Russ, Arthur Smith, Stoddard, Van 
Wyck, Williams of Virginia, and Williams of North 
Carolina. s 

So the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 


DISCIPLINING THE MILITIA. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Cannon, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the bill to provide for disciplining the militia of 
the United States. 

After some conversation between Mr. J. Speep 
Smiru and Mr. Cannon, on the subject of amend- 
ments to the bill; and Mr. Arraur Smirn having 
moved an amendment to the bill to limit the pro- 
posed encampments to once in two years, instead 
of once in each year— 

Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, said he felt it his 
duty to ask the indulgence of the Committee of 
the whole House while he would endeavor to give 
some of the views of the select committee who 
had reported the bill under consideration ; also, 
some of the opinions he himself entertained on the 
subject. It was a subject, he said, that heretofore 
had not been thought unworthy of the attention 
of the greatest and most distinguished statesmen 
of our country. It had been pressed with great 
zeal and ability on the attention of the first Con- 
gress of the United States, by him who had passed 
through the difficulties, and encountered the dan- 
gers of the Revolution; who had powerfully aided 
in the establishment of our independence; who 
was called to the highest office in the gift of the 

eople, and who has been justly indeed called the 

ather of his Country. It was WasuineTon, who, 
in this early period of our Government, thought 
this a subject of the highest importance. He felt 





| from t 





and expressed to Congress, during his administta- 
tion, a constant solicitude to see the militia of the 
United States placed on an efficient establishmen 
as did also Mr. Jefferson, during fiis administra- 
tion: he tepeatedly urged on the consideration of 
Congress the improvement of this gteat force 
and expressed his reliance on them for nationé 
defence ; and Mr. Madison, throughout the whole 
of his administration, had also urged upon the 
consideration of Congress, with great force and 
unexampled zeal, the necessity of arming, organi- 
zing, and disciplining the militia; and, after the 
close of the late war, with all the experience it had 
afforded, he expressed his entire confidence in this 
great means of ‘national defence, for the presetva- 
tion of the principles of our Constitution, These 
high authorities, he thought, ought to be sufficient, 
at this time, to entitle the subject to the serious 
consideration of the Committee. Were it neces- 
sary, others could be given. He said since the 
time he was first honored with a seat in the House, 
the subject had, at different times, been brought 
up; committees had been appointed, had acted on 
it, and systems reported to the House, but never 
fully examined or discussed. He remembered that 
a distinguished member from the State of Ohio 
(Mr. Harrison) had evinced a deep interest in 
the improvement of the militia; while a member 
hat State some years past, and as chairman 
of a committee, he reported a general system, but 
did not succeed in its adoption by the House. In- 
deed, every effort which had been made since the 
origin of our Government to carry into effect the 
provisions of the Constitution, in relation to this 
great object, has been defeated ; no provision what- 
ever has yet been made for the discipline of the 
militia; not one dollar has yet been appropriated 
| in this way for our national defence, our Constitu- 
| tional defence, and chief reliance; while on our 
auxiliary defences, regular Army, Navy Forti- 
fications, and Military Academy, we are expend- 
ing six or seven millions every year. 
| With this experience before us, had we viewed 
| this as a subject of only ordinary importance, we 
| might have been deterred from presenting to the 
| House this bill, or even attempting to draw the at- 
tention of the Committee to its investigation. Bu 
sir, said Mr. C., the principle contained in the bi 
now before us, is not one of ordinary character ; 
it is one of the highest importance that ever has 
or ever can come before this body, whether it is 





| seen in a military ora political point of view. He 
said, the entire control over the militia, in relation 
to this subject, was not given to the General Gov- 
ernment. This would appear by reference to a 
clause in the eighth section of the first article of 
the Constitution of the United States. Here, he 
said, the power was given to Congress “to pro- 
* vide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
* militia, and for governing such part of them as 
‘may be employed in the service of the United 
* States, reserving to the States, respectively, the 
* appointment of the officers and the authority of 
‘training the militia according to the discipline 
* prescribed by Congress.” Thus, he said, it was 
evident Congress could not carry fully into effect 
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a stem providing for the discipline of the mi-| At this rate, the pay of one brigade encam 
li L Tadependent of the State a eae and | would amount to $259 50 cents for one day; on 
the system now proposed, contemplated the accept- | rations, at 20 cents each ration, would amount to 
ance, by the Legislatures of the respective States, | $34 40, and the travelling allowance to $258 
as well as provisions adopted by them to carry it | taking fifteen miles as the average distance each 
into effect. He had no doubt every State in the | officer lived from the place of encampment, mak- 
Union would readily accept the provisions of this | ing the total sum of $553 90 cents as the whole 
system, because it offered to pay their militia offi- | expense of each brigade, exclusive of the cam 
cers for the time necessarily devoted to the acqui- | equipage, as provided to be furnished by the bill 
sition of military science. This, he thought, would | Then, agreeable to this calculation, the whole 
a sufficient inducement to insure its acceptance | United States, containing 275 brigades, encamped 

by all the States. will cost— ; 


He.then begged leave to call the attention of | For one day 
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- + = $152,322 
the Committee to the general provisions of the Two days - ‘ : vee nee 
bill, which he briefly enumerated. As to the ex- Three days - : - 313,417 
pense of the system, he said it was impossible to Four days - : - 394,240 
arrive at any thing like certainty or precision, Fivedays - . - 475,062 
though he had taken great pains to be enabled to Sixdays - ‘ - 555,885 
give the House the most correct information that 


: ; per annum, including the pay, rations, and tray- 
i re ae ne amines us coe: elling allowance contemplated by the bill, which 
skys ide an th wr il my “ide: peg th ot © | provides they shall be encamped for not less than 
caeennice, h ° it wr  commcence want ey | four, nor exceeding six days; then take five days 
nati . ie ste oi and smEetin mili. as the medium, it will cost $475,062 to encamp 
Te : Orie ae EL, | and instruct, agreeably to this system, annually 
tia of the United States and Territories, agreeably the militia officers of the United States. being in 
Siting five Se One mere ieee my tend number estimated at between forty-seven and for- 
; ~ | ty-eight thousand. By this system, military sci- 
colts, rom 7 een oe ee eee have dicen he said, would be diffused sRiohahotl the 
ber, divided into Salnla® tacstante ot os con Whele,Uoned:& tates, abd the money expended, to 
; ‘ a >! carry it into effect, would also be distributed in 
including officers and non-commissioned officers, | “*""Y as 
, : ot. : -? | every State and Territory, agreeably to its num- 
gives us 11,028. This number, divided into regi- ae 5 
Sdiints ‘of eight companies each, ao ee eee ber of militia. There would be expended in the 


number, gives us 1,378 regiments, which, divided | State of Tennessee, annually, about —- $20,000 
into brigades, at an average of five regiments to Virginia - —- > . . 47,000 
each ap gives us 275 brigades in the whole North Carolina - - ~~, 23,000 
United States and Territories, which, according Pennsylvania- - - - 73,000 
to the provisions of the bill, will constitute the New York - - - = 62,000 
same number of 275 encampments as schools of titi oh. hse e, ae 
instruction, in which all the commissioned offi- Kentucky <a 


cers, and the brigade and regimental staff of the | and in all the other States and Territories in the 
militia, will be instructed in camp duty, field ex- | same proportion, agreeably to their numbers, while 
ercise, and military science. The bill proposes to | in each our military science would be diffused on 
give to each person ten cents per mile as travel- | the same principle of equality for the great pur- 
ing allowance, for the distance he may reside | pose of national defence. The expenditures, he 
from the place of encampment, one ration and the | said, on the Army, Navy, Fortifications, and Mili- 
following pay per day, during the time they are | tary Academy, for the same object, had been 
thus encamped, to wit: about 7,000,000 per annum; yet he did not be- 
A Brigadier General - - - $2 50 | lieve they were our main reliance for security; 

Aid-de-camps - - - - 1 50) they were only the auxiliary means of defence; 


Brigade Majors - - - - 2 50| the militia were the main stay and only safe re- 
Brigade Quartermasters -~ - 2 50 | liance for the perpetuation of the principles of our 
Inspectors - - - - -  - 2 650}Government. But, he said, he did not wish to 
Colonel Commandants - - = 2 00] make this exclusively a military question. It was 
Lieutenant Colonels - - - - 2 00/a great political question, and he wished gentle- 
Majors- = - aN - -  - 2 00]men to view it as statesmen; in that way he 
0 1 50| thought it would have a most potent aspect. 
Regimental Quartermasters - - - 1 50} What! said he, when we are expending $7,000,000 
Sergeant Majors - - - -  - 1 00jannually on the Army, Navy, Fortifications, and 
Quartermaster Sergeants - - - 1 00} Military Academy, as auxiliary means of defence, 
Musicians - = - - - = = 1 00]}surely no one will object to this comparatively 
Surgeons - - - - - = 1 50| pitiful expenditure, of less than half a million, on 
Paymasters - > 7 - - - 1 50] our great Constitutional defence. In his opinion, 
Captains - A al x i. - 1 50|he said, it was much too little; for, if we go onia 
Lieutenants - -— - - - = 1 50] this course, in making such large expenditures on 
Ensigns Rae - - =, + 1 50] objects that will not give us security, and at the 
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same time continue to neglect the great bulwark | plied to the fullest extent, and amounting to many 
of our safety, what is to be the consequence? I | millions, the comparatively small appropriation 
need not point it out, for the reflections of every | of two hundred thousand dollars, for arming the 
leman must bring him to the same result. | citizens of our country, could not, it seemed, be 
i coeation of the people is to be drawn from | applied to that object. This, he said, indicated 
reliance on themselves, so far as the influence of | to him the feelings of those whose duty it was to 
such measures, and those in authority can go;|see our appropriations faithfully and impartially 
and, while their attention is constantly directed | applied to the objects for which they were in- 
to the Army, Navy, Fortifications, and Military | tended. Such feelings, he feared, revailed with 
Academy, they are persuaded to forget that they | at least a part of those engaged in the administra- 
are their own and their country’s defenders. -But, | tion of our Government, and he wished, by the 
sir, said he, I hope the time is very far distant | adoption of the measure before the Committee, to 
when they can be brought to this. When you| draw more strongly the attention of the adminis- 
inquire about the defences of our country of those | tration of our Government to what he believed to 
in authority, you are told of the Army, the Navy, | be our great reliance for national defence, and 
Fortifications, and Military Academy, and these | such, he had no doubt, would be the effect of its 
we are told are to diffuse military science to the| adoption. There were, he said, many enlarged 
militia throughout the Union; but, sir, this will| and important views connected with this great 
never be realized. The science of the Army and | subject, which he declined, at this time, going 
the Military Academy is like the light under the| into. He had stated to the Committee, as briefly 
bushel, to the militia, or the great body of the peo- | as he could, the leading objects and provisions of 
le. They are not enlightened in military science | the bill, and with as much correctness as was in 
rom that source. It is partial, and confines this | his power, or, as he believed, was in the power of 
science to a few, while 1 wish, so far, as it is| any one, the annual amount of its expense. He 
taught at the public expense, to teach it to the} wished the members to examine well and reflect 
great body of the people. I have been often told, | on the subject. He contended that the provisions 
not in the House, but out of it, that nothing can | of the Constitution of the United States, in rela- 
be done, in regard to giving military science to| tion to this great object, should be carried into 
the militia. This doctrine I do not believe in ;| effect. He had no doubt the framers of the Con- 
the experiment has not yet been fairly made; not | stitution as much intended this power should be 
one single dollar has ever yet been appropriated | exercised as any of the other powers given to 
by the General Government to that object. Hej Congress. This was the object of the bill, which 
thought the public money could be as well applied | he said was based on the great principles of equal- 
to national defence in this way as any other ; the | ity, in relation to the distribution of military sci- 
system he had presented was a simple and easy | ence, as well as the expenditure of the money. 
one to be carried into effect. It only wanted the | It would go equally into every State and Territory 
sanction of Congress, and the appropriation of the | in the Union, every county, and even into every 
money, and the great object would readily be at-| captain’s company. The people will be instruct- 
tained. The militia officers of the whole United | ed in military science; then give them arms, and 
States would soon be instructed in all the duties | we are fortified at every point, and over every part 
required of them in a state of war; and, while in | of our territory, so far as population has extended, 
a state of peace, would be constantly in some de-| or shall extend. He hoped that this Congress 
gree disseminating, to the great mass of the peo-| would not adjourn, or that the 3d of March would 
ple, the principles by which they are to be gov-| not arrive, before the adoption of this measure, or 
erned when called into the public service. This,| some other, equally calculated to secure, to the 
he confidently believed, would result from the pas- | latest period, the great principles of free govern- 
sage of this bill. Though he did not like the de-| ment and republican liberty. It is true, he said, 
tails of it in every respect himself, he at the same | we are not now threatened with the dangers of 
time was anxious for its adoption. The principle | war, but if peace is indeed the time to prepare for 
was the great point to be gained. To give disci-| war, now is the time for the adoption of this 
pline by a general and impartial system to all the | measure. 
officers of the militia, would effect every thing; Mr. Arraur Smira, of Virginia, moved to 
necessary ; for, when all the officers of an army | amend the bill so as to require the encampments 
are acquainted with their duties, all goes on well to take place every two years instead of yearly. 
with the service. Hewasalsoin favorofarming| Mr. Keyes, of Vermont, proposed to amend the 
this great national force, and during the last ses-| proposed amendment, by adding two years more, 


sion of Congress had introduced a resolution, 
which was adopted by the House, inquiring into 
the expediency of increasing the annual appro- 
priation for arming the militia. The resolution 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who reported against it, on the ground 
that there was a large amount of the present an- 
nual appropriation to that object unexpended. 


While the appropriation to the regular Army, For-. 


so as to have the bill provide for an encampment 
of officers to take place once in four years. Mr. 
K. acknowledged his object in making this motion 
was to destroy the bill under consideration ; for 
he looked upon the passing of it as greatly en- 
hancing the expenses of the United States, with- 
out their receiving any benefit in return for this 
expense. The militia of New England was now 
well disciplined, and could form column or bat- 


tifications, and Military Academy, could be ap-jtalion, and display, from centre or either wing, as 
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circumstances should require; buthe did not know 
- a! it was in other parts of the Union. Bat, Mr, 

. said, he did not consider the forming column, 
and displaying, of militia, was of much use ; for, 
all that was, or ought to be required of militia, in 
his opinion, was, to place them behind trees, stone 
walls, and breast-works ; and learn them to prime, 

oad, take aim, and fire—upon the enemy’s fronts, 
wings, and rear, as occasions should require. And, 
said Mr. K., this is the best way for militia to 
zht their enemy. He hoped that this Congress 

d not forgotten the many great battles of the 
militia, fou rhe within the United States, since the 
separation from our mother country ; and, said he, 
being an old soldier, and an old man, he would 
namea few of them—and commenced with naming, 
that, in the beginning of the year 1775, the British 

rmy, being in the town of Boston, stole a march 
in te night, and arrived in the town of Lexington 
early the next morning, murdered, killed, and 
wounded about twelve men, inhabitants of said 
town. That, in consequence of this outrage of 
OF British troops, the militia of Massachusetts 
rallied, fell upon the flanks and rear of the enemy, 
and ran behind stone walls, trees, and every kind 
of breast-work, occasionally, as circumstances re- 
quired, giving them a shot or two, and then run- 
ning to the next advantageous place, and so on, 
until they drove the British back to Boston, with 
great slaughter. And, in June, 1775, the British 

y passed over from Boston to Charleston, in 
Massachusets—bura the town, and then attacked 
the New England militia at Bunker’s Hill; but 
here the British ranks were two or three times 
broken—and in this engagement the militia killed 
and wounded of the British disciplined army, more 
than thirty wagon loads. In the year 1777, the 
British army, passing through our country, under 
the command of General Burgoyne, the General 
ent a heavy detachment of the army to destroy 
the tailitary stores at Bennington, in Vermont; 
bi before their arrival, they were attacked by the 
mute of New York, and what then were called 
the Green Mountain Boys of Vermont and New 
Hampshire—and they were totally killed, wound- 
ed, and dispersed, by the aforesaid militia. Now, 
Mr. K. sai , he. would give some account of the 
United States militia, in the last war. In Sep- 
tember, 1814, the British army, from Canada, 
came against the town of Plattsburg, in the State 
of New York, to the amount of 14,000 well dis- 
ciplined troops; but they were turned about by 
1,400 of the militia of New York and Vermont, 
and driven back into Canada. And, further, in 
the same year, a powerful British army came 
against New Orleans ; but that powerful army 
and disciplined generals, were astonishingly met 
a the militia of Kentucky, Tennessee, and our 
estern Territories, who dropped them down by 
thousands, and totally destroyed and dispersed 
them. 

Mr. Chairman, said Mr. K., I now will speak 
of the British army which came against this city, 
in aR 1814. This army was metat Bladens- 
burg, by the Baltimore militia and the militia of 
this city, and would have been completely slain 


e 


and destroyed by them, had not their commande; 
ordered them to retreat. This commander was a 
man well disciplined in the camp, in the field, ang 
in the woods. After the enemy had burnt the 
Capitol and what else they chose, they returned 
to their ships, and sailed to Baltimore; but the 
brave Baltimore militia, who were commanded to 
retreat from the battle of Bladensburg, retreated 
to Baltimore, and there, joined by more of the 
Baltimore militia, met, with the greatest courage 
the enemy, and killed their general and men at 
such an awful rate, that they were compelled to 
reimbark, and the beautiful city of Baltimore was 
thus saved. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, asked Mr. K., what more 
do Congress want the militia todo? They have, 
by the blessing of Heaven, destroyed all your en- 
emies—and would do so again, and again, if our 
country should hereafter need to be defended b 
militia. Our militia will not degenerate, but will 
fight to defend their liberties and rights, as their 
fathers and grandfathers have done. But, if they 
will not, after being so much better prepared, both 
as to numbers of men and every implement of 
war, then let them be conquered ; for, in that case, 
they would not be worthy to inherit so goodly a 
land, which has, thus far, been defended for our 
descendants. 

But, Mr. Chairman, pay off your national debts, 
and not burden the rising generation with heavy 
taxes, to pay interest and principal, if you have 
money. in the Treasury to spare, and not throw 
away five or six hundred thousand dollars a year, 
to discipline men who are now equal, or better 
than any regular troops in any part of the world. 
We have beaten the British twice, and J cannot 
believe that they will ever attempt to fight us 
again. He hoped this bill would be destroyed. 

At this stage of the business, the Committee 
rose, and the Hodes adjourned. 





Fripay, January 10, 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to 
amend the ordinance and acts of Congress for the 
government of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the whole House on the State of 
the Union. 

Mr. Camppe.t, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of Jacob Shafer; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Daniel Seward,” and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Reep, of Maryland, the 
Committee of Claims were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing the claim of the 
representatives of William Lee, who was killed 
on board the Essex, for his proportion of prize- 
money, and pay asi a seaman. 

On motion of Mr. Neate, the Committee for 
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the District of Columbia were instrncted to in- 
into the state of the accommodations at 
ovided for the cireuit court for the 
county en Washington, in said District; and whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what, provision is necessary 
to be made for the security of the records of the 
rt. 
—. resolution of Mr. Wricut, laid on the 
table on the 20th ultimo, instructing the Military 
Committee to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
for arming the militia with rifles, was con- 
sidered and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Sistey, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
— of erecting a lighthouse at the foot of 

uron, at or near 


ritory of Michigan. 

A motion was made by Mr. Cook that the 

Committee of the Whole to which is committed 

the bill to authorize the laying out and opening 
of a road from Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, 
to the seat of government of the State of Missouri, 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

This motion was decided in the negative; and 
it was then ordered that the Committee of the 
Whole, to which the said bill is committed, be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that the said bill be laid on the table. 

Mr. McLane gave notice that, on Wednesday 
next, he should move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill for further regulating the duties 
on imports and tonnage. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for laying 
out and making a road from the lower Rapids of 
the Miami of Lake Erie to the western boundary 
of the Connecticut Western Reserve, in the State 
of Ohio, agreeably to the provisions of the Treaty 
of Brownstown,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act making a partial appropriation for the support 
of Government for the year 1823.” Also, bills, 
entitled “An act for the relief of the representa- 
tives of John Donelson, Thomas Carr, and 
others ;” and “An act for the relief of Joshua 
Russell ; ” in which they ask the concurrence of 
this House. 

Ordered, That, when the House shall adjourn, 
it will adjourn to meet again on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
relief of the representatives of John Donelson, 
Thomas Carr, and others,” was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Joshua Russell,” was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
reports of the Registers of the Land Offices of the 
Eastern District, and of the district north of Red 
River, in the State of Louisiana, made in obedi- 
ence to the 6th section of the act of the 11th of 


ort Gratiot, in the Ter- 
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May, 1820, entitled “An act supplementary te the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in 
the State of Louisiana ;” which were referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


DISCIPLINING THE MILITIA. 


The consideration of the unfinished business of 
yesterday, being the bill providing for disciplin- 
ing the militia of the United States, was resumed, 
when— 

Mr. Saunpers, of North Carolina, said, he 
trusted the gentleman from Tennessee, who ‘had 
reported the bill, would not accuse him of a want 
of liberality in doing then what he should have 
done on a previous occasion, but for the purpose 
of enabling the friends of the measure to render it 
as perfect in detail as practicable. He thought, 
from what had already occurred, there Was but 
little reason to believe that they would agree amo 
themselves. And asthe gentleman (Mr. Cannon) 
had gone into the argument in full, he, (Mr. 8 
would at once test the opinion of the Committee, 
by moving to strike out the enacting words of the 
bill. In making this motion, Mr. 8. said, he 
must be permitted to say, it was with real relue- 
tanee he was induced to engage in a debate on a 
subject about which, notwithstanding its appa- 
rent importance, the ‘Committee seemed to mani- 
fest so great an apathy, and feel so much indiffer- 
ence ; and nothing could have induced him to 
have done so, but the cireumstance of his holding 
a military rank in his own State, and being a 
member of the committee who had reported the 
bill then under consideration. 

Mr. 8. said he had no great pretensions to mili- 
tary science, and prudence on that occasion might 
admonish him not to speak of war in the presence 
of Hannibal. He was, however, emboldened in 
the opinions which he ’should advance, from the 
views which had been expressed with so much 
effeet by the venerable soldier of the war of your 
Revolution and of your rights, (Mr. Keyss,) and 
by what he understood also to be the opinion of 
another patriot of former days, (Mr. Reep, of 
Maryland,) then in his eye. The principal argu- 
ments which had been urged by the gentleman 
(Mr. Cannon) in favor of the measure, was his 
hostility to large standing armies, and the expen- 
ditures on the navy, forts, and fortifications. He 
(Mr. S.) would say to the gentleman that he too 
was opposed to large standing armies. He would 
have a standing army, but it should be one merely 
in miniature, yet perfect in all its parts. It so 
happens, however, said Mr. S., that we have not 
at present, nor was it even contemplated to have, 
a large standing army. It had been greatly re- 
duced, and he presumed it would not be again 
increased, unless there was some manifest neces- 
sity for doing so. If we had a large standing 


army, then the gentleman’s fears might be well- 
founded, and his reasons entitled to greater credit; 
but, in the language of Falstaff, there was much 
virtue in if; and “such not being the case, he 
could not give in to the strength of the arguments 
urged in support of the measure on this score. 

As to the expenditures on the navy, forts, and 


563 


H. oF R. 





fortifications, he, Mr. S., would agree with the 


gentleman so far as to say, that they should keep 
pace with the advancement and means of the 
country; that they should follow and not precede 
those means. These were, however, in Mr. S.’s 
view, the only objects on which any thing like 
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Mr, S., the militia of this country were too free 
and independent, and he trusted in God the 
would ever continue so, to submit to that rigor 
of discipline which was practised in the regular 
| armaien, and which might be necessary there to 
‘keep up a proper degree of subordination. If 


permanent preparations could be made in time of | said Mr. S., the situation of the country required 


peace for a state of war. Mr. S. said, that as he 
did not wish to detain the Committee, he would 

roceed to offer the considerations which had 

rought his mind to the conclusion, that the at- 
tempt which was proposed by the bill, to impose 
upon the militia the discipline of regular troops, 
would lessen their real efficiency and respect- 
ability; and an abstract consideration of the na- 
ture and qualities of men would satisfy any in- 
quiring mind that such would be the result. It is 
proposed by the bill, said Mr. S., by way of dis- 
seminating military science among the great body 
of the militia, to collect the officers of each bri- 
gade, from the brigadier general down to the ser- 
geants, at some place, to have them encamped for 
a period not less than four, nor exceeding six days, 
and drilled by some officer dane for that 
purpose. This was the principle of the measure; 
and, said Mr. 8., such a camp service and drill as 
was thus contemplated was what no man of ele- 
vated feelings and sentiments would submit to. 
They knew its uselessness, and would feel dis- 
gusted at being ordered for days at a time, “right 
and left,” by some pet in epaulettes, for whom 
they would feel no personal respect. There was 
not to be found in service officers upon whom 
should be imposed these burdens and duties with- 


| these sacrifices—if war threatened their homes— 
| then the militia would be ready to do any thing 

which the public service might require. In peace, 
‘ee in a country where every man was equally 
| free, it could not be expected for these things to 
| be effected. It is known to every one that when 
the militiaman and regular were called to act in 
concert, the regular felt a pity for him who did 
'not understand that kind of discipline which he 
| knew so perfectly ; but the militiaman felt indig- 
‘nant at those restraints and humiliations which 
| were imposed in order to acquire this information. 
|The Emperor of Russia had, to a certain extent, 
| introduced discipline into the great mass of his sub- 
| jects, but it had been by pushing his authority to 
| its utmost limit; that kind of authority against 
'which Mr. 8. protested, and which, he said, the 
/man who would be willing to confide to the 
hands of any class of officers, over the freemen of 
this country, would be a fit subject for the Auto- 
crat of all the Russias. If, then, said Mr. S., the 
| system proposed should give disciplined officers, 
_which he did not believe, but should fail to intro- 
| duce that discipline into the great body of the 
| militia, of what service would it be to the nation? 
| Let experience answer. And here he might rely 
on the facts which had been disclosed by the gen- 


out some adequate advantage to the country. If | tleman from Vermont, who spoke from what he 


their duties, labors, and humiliations, were thus 
to be increased, it would drive those out of ser- 


'had seen and known. But, asked Mr. S., was 
not a Braddock and his officers disciplinarians, 


vice whom it would be worth retaining. They: and yet he had met with a grave, and his troops 


would consent to undergo the drill that was now 
practised, but they would not leave their families 
and homes for days at a time for no purpose. 
The pay might possibly induce a few to remain 
in service, its novelty might please for a time, but 
it would exhaust the Treasury, and add nothing 
to the efficiency or respectability of the militia. 
It would then be impracticable, said Mr. S., to 
carry this scheme into effect, because officers 
could not be found, capable of receiving and im- 
parting information, who would take upon them- 
selves its onerous burdens and duties for effectu- 
ating its object. But supposing, said Mr. S., that 
he might be mistaken in this opinion, and grant 
that officers could be found, who would be willing 
to place themselves as so many machines in the 
hands of this self-created Steuben, for the purpose 
of becoming versed in all the minutia of tactical 
evolutions, and still they could not carry this dis- 
cipline into the great mass of the militia. How 
many officers of the late war, said Mr. S., had 


| with defeat. At Lexington, at Bunker’s Hill, and 
/at King’s Mountain, the militia fought with suc- 
/cess; at the latter place their victory was com- 
plete. These names had been hallowed in the 
sacred page of American history; yet here they 
| were commanded by men of equal grade and ex- 
| perience with themselves. The militia are to be 
| relied on, and on proper occasions they are effi- 
| cient, but their efficiency does not consist in their 
| discipline; it consists in their patriotism, their 
| honor, and impetuous courage; it is this which 
distinguishes them from regular troops, who were 
mere mercenaries, (he spoke of the ranks,) and 
strangers to those noble sentiments which warmed 
the bosom and nerved the arm of the militiaman 
| in the hour of danger. 
The science of military tactics, said Mr. S., was 
| studied by the pusillanimous, as that of medicine 
was by the sick; they seek the art of avoiding de- 
feat and resisting attack, and not that which was 
‘calculated to command and insure success, and 
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been induced to accept of militia commissions, | the principles of the bill seemed to accommodate 
entered with spirit and zeal upon the task of regu- | itself to that timid kind of policy. It disdained 
lar discipline, but soon found their men not dis- | to rely on the natural courage, sense of duty, and 
posed to submit to those kind of restraints which | love of country, which would always serve the 
were practised among regular troops; and, though | militiaman in the hour of need, but sought to 
they may have effected much, soon discovered the | make him subservient to useless restrictions in 
task a vain and fruitless one. The fact was, said | times of the most profound peace, for no possible 
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. It was not to be expected that such things 
would be endured, because there was no necessity 
for it; and they would not. Mr. S. said, what 
had once happened, might possibly happen again ; 
but that we were not to expect that to occur, which 
a long train of exertions had failed to produce. 
Every State in the Union had its militia laws, and 
most of them their own discipline; yet, after a 
series of legislation for forty years, they were 
about where they commenced. Every attemptat 
perfection, like the repairs of an old woman’s 
clock, only tended to make confusion worse con- 
founded. We were not then, said Mr. 8., to ex- 

t, that our experiments would be more success- 
fal than those of the States. They had managed 
in such a way as to get along, and he thought it 
was best to let them go onin theirownway. But, 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Cannon,) 
had told us, said Mr. S., that if the nation went 
on as it had done, encouraging the army, the acad- 
emy, the navy, forts and fortifications, that she 
would experience the same fate, which had at- 
tended other republics. For his part, Mr. S. said, 
he entertained no such fears; these were national 
objects subject to the control of the people’s rep- 
resentatives, and from the policy hitherto pursued, 
he thought there was nothing to fear. Mr. 8. said, 
that he was free to confess that he should enter- 
tain much greater fears, if the gentleman should 
succeed in diffusing the military spirit to the ex- 
tent which he seemed to desire. If, indeed, the 
free people of this country should so far catch the 
military spirit, as to believe the only path{to fame 
and distinction was the military one, then there 
might be some cause of alarm. (He did not wish, 
therefore, to see their attention diverted from their 
peaceful pursuits, much less to see them filled with 
that martial feeling, ‘the pride, the pomp, and the 
circumstance of war,’ which might lead them in 
quest “of food, of plunder, and of glory.” The 
greatest enemy, said Mr. 8., to the mild spirit of 
social life was the military one. History was false 
if the assertion was not true. The Pretorian band 
at Rome, the Janissaries at Constantinople, and the 
Imperial Guard at Paris, were alike the enemies 
of liberty and of their country. And though it 
might be said, that those who had sprung up in 
the world and established military despotisms, had 
usually come from the military order, yet it would 
be found that the nation itself had first been pre- 
pared for the sacrifice, by the diffusion of the mil- 
itary spirit, and the pride of martial fame. Seek | 
not, then, to make this nation a military people ; | 
lest some extraordinary genius may arise, created 
by nature, and called into action by fortuitous 
events, who might aspire to his own elevation 
on the ruins of his country. Mr. S.,acknowledg- 
ed that he entertained no serious fears of this kind 
—that they were mere dreams of fancy; yet he 
considered them of as much weight as any ap- 
prehensions from the present or any future stand- 
ing army, that we were likely to have in this 
country. 

Having thus offered his general objections to 
the principle of the measure, Mr. S. said he would 
now notice its expense. There were at present 











about one million of effective militia, which were 
divided into two hundred and seventy-five bri- 
gades, and in each brigade there were upwards of 
one hundred and seventy officers proposed to be 
encamped. The pay proposed to be given, though 
not adequate to their expenses, would cost up- 
wards of one hundred dollars per day. Thus, 
the expense for the number of days proposed 

would exceed half a million of dollars. Would 
the Committee authorize such an expenditure on 
an object both impracticable and useless? There 
was alain directed to be appropriated $200,000 
for arming the militia; and when these arms 
had been procured and distributed amongst the 
States, they knew not how to dispose of them. 
They were not generally put into the hands of 
the militia; and, in some States, where they 
were, the ramrods were not unfrequently used 
as a poker, and the arms themselves found an 
arsenal ina bar-room. Mr. S. said, however, he 
did not complain of this appropriation, as it was 
a means of defence intended for a state of war. 
He said, he would barely mention one section of 
the bill, which was its last. This section author- 
ized an exemption from militia duty on the pay- 
ment of five or ten dollars per year. Mr. S. said, 
this was perfectly in accordance with the main 
principle of the measure. The duties which it 
sought to impose upon the officers would drive 
most of them from commission, and this commu- 
tation principle would be accepted by every man 
who could raise his five dollars; and thus the 
ranks would be as thin as the officers would be 
few. But we had been told, said Mr. S. that the 
Constitution had given to Congress the power of 
regulating the discipline of the militia, and its 
powers should be carried into effect. It had in- 
deed given to Congress the power of adopting 
some uniform system of discipline, which had or 
ought to be done; that we should also have the 
numerical strength of the militia, render them obe- 
dient to the commands of the Government when 
called into service; and he doubted the propriety 
or authority of doing more. He, at least, never 
would consent to render the militia subservient 
to martial law in time of peace, and obedient to 
those “ rules and articles of war,’ which went to 
abridge their civil rights—which ought not to be 
done—which they would not submit to, and which 
he thought the good sense of the Committee would 
not impose. 

Mr. SaunpeErs was followed by— 

Mr. Cuampers, of Ohio, in support of the bill, 
who observed that the boldness with which this 
bill was attacked, induced him to offer his feeble 
aid in support of the contemplated measure. Yet 
he had little hopes of exciting, in any degree, the 
attention of the Committee to the subject, and 
lamented the very great apathy and indifference 
which was apparent in the House during the dis- 
cussion of this bill. Why it should beso, he could 


| not tell. Whether it arose from the character of 


| the House, or of its members, he knew not. To 
him it appeared a subject of very great import- 
ance—a subject which had elicited the attention 
of successive Chief Magistrates of this nation, and 
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‘was particularly recommended to the considera-| breast of the great body of your militia officers, 


tion of Congress by one, whose judgment would 
not be questioned ey any dderian Tp this Com- 
mittee. It was very evident that, for all great 
national purposes, in case of war, by invasion, or 
insurrection, the militia must, unquestionably, 
constitute at all times our main reliance for de- 
fence. To him it appeared very extraordinary to 
discover so great an indifference to a subject, ap- 
parently so interesting and important; every tite 
ment which could adduced in support of a 
standing army in time of peace, would apply with 
wal force to promote the discipline of the militia 
of the country. We incur a national expense for 
the Army proper (excluding ordnance and fortifi- 
cations) amounting to upwards of $2,326,000 per 
annum, for the mere purpose of keeping alive a 
—_ of military science, and garrisoning our 
orts. We vote immense sums for the Army and 
Navy, without the least hesitation, or much in- 
quiry, as auxiliaries to the national defence. In 
the Navy Department, we have voted as a contin- 
t fund, a mere contingent fund, the sum of 
$200,000; which, in the language of the late hen- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when inquired of as to the uses this money 
was to be applied to, replied, that, so far as he 
could designate the items, it would be principally 
for needles and twine. Yet, gentlemen became 
extremely alarmed at the idea of appropriating 
$500,000 towards disciplining the onilitin of the 
United States. For his part, he would as readily 
appropriate a portion of the funds of this Govern- 
ment to that object as he would for the Army, the 
Navy, or fortifications. He was sorry to hear such 
a description of the militia as had bien given by 
the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Saun- 
DERS,) who had just resumed his seat, considering 
that he himself belonged to the corps of militia 
officers. Mr. C. differed entirely with him in sup- 
posing that the republican freemen of this country 
would consider it degrading to be placed under the 
command of the officers of their respective bri- 
gades; nor would they conceive them mere petty 
tyrants, wearing epaulettes, &c. If that gentleman 
would advert to the mode of organizing the militia, 
and the appointment of the officers, no such con- 
clusions of disrespect, or spirit of disobedience, 
could bedrawn. [Here Mr.Saunpers explained.] 
Mr. C. resumed. From the explanation given, he 
believed hehad understood the gentleman correctly. 
The reasoning of the gentleman, however, argued 
too much, and would go to the total annihilation 
of all discipline. He had no doubt that, when you 
give the militia a more important character than 
they now possessed, their pride and emulation 
would impel them to a perfection in discipline. 
They needed some stimulus—they required the 
attention and legislative sanction of the General 
Government. It has been long wanting. What 
do you say to the nation, in refusing to pass this 
bill? You solemnly hold out the distinct idea 
that the Congress of these United States consider 
the militia of this country as unworthy of the 
least legislative consideration. ‘This, sir, will be 
a damper on the remnant of patriotism, in the 


Their duty is onerous and irksome, and still the 
hold on in many instances, hoping for entourage. 
ment. This bill holds out the best inducement to 
perseverance, and would no doubt stimulate them 
to the performance of their duties. It is but jus. 
tice, to pay them for the time they must necessa. 
ee in acquiring military discipline. 

r. C. was sorry to find the advocates of this 
bill but few in number. There were a few, how. 
ever, in the House, who appeared to feel a par. 
ticular interest in the measure under consideration, 
He was himself among those few. He had the 
honor to be a militia officer, and had attended to 
all the details of duty. From personal knowledge, 
a large proportion of the subaltern officers in the 
country he represented had not a clear annual in- 
come to spare of one hundred dollars. Yet these 
men, to perform their duty in an officer-like man- 
ner, and to furnish themselves with uniform, arms, 
and equipments, must sustain an expense equal to 
one hundred dollars, besides losing from six to ten 
days per annum in attendance upon duty, at com- 
pany and regimental musters, at brigade officer 
musters, courts of inquiry, and assessment of fines, 
eourts-martial, &¢c., together with the disadvan- 
tage of leaving their homes a distance, and bearing 
their own expenses. In objecting to the provisions 
of this bill, gentlemen ought to recollect that they 
are neither extraordinary or novel; that in many, 
if not all the States, under the different State au- 
thorities, they were now in the practice ofa similar 
system. If the system of militia discipline shall 
be determined as useless and unworthy of legisla- 
tive attention, dismiss all your militia officers, and 
relieve them at once from all further responsibility 
or duty. For his part, there was no object of a 
public character that he would more freely appro- 
priate a portion of the public moneys to, than that 
under consideration. He finally concluded by en- 
treating the serious attention of the House to the 
subject-matter of the bill, and hoped’ it would 
pass. 

Mr. CANNON said it was not expected by the 
committee who reported this bill, that it would 
pass the House without the most thorough exami- 
nation. He was well aware that there were some 
who entertained the opinion that military science, 
as well as every other science, ought to be con- 
fined to a few, and not disseminated throughout 
the great mass of the people generally. He, how- 
ever, was not one of that sort of politicians. He 
entertained opinions altogether of a different char- 
acter on those subjects. He knew it had hereto- 
fore been a very favorite policy of some of those 
who administer the Government, as well as many 
members of the House, to confine military science 
to the Army and Military Academy. This course 
of policy, he had often objected to on this floor, 
during the former sessions in which he had been 
a member. His policy was of a more broad and 
extensive nature. It was one that afforded all 
sections of our Union something like an equal 
participation in the benefits afforded; for, he said, 
it would not be denied that the money in the 
Treasury was the common property of the whole 
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of the Uniied States. Therefore, what-| man, like the gentleman from North Carolina, 

ever appropriations were made for the purpose of | (Mr. Saunpprs,) or the gentleman from Ohio, 
teaching military: science or any other science,| (Mr. Cuamesers.) The question involved politi- 
ought (instead ing made in such a way as to | cal as well as military considerations—whether 
benefit a few only) to be applied on some general | we are to go on and exhaust our Treasury on the 
principle of equality, by which the whole people | skeleton system of an army and a military acade- 
of the United States would participate equally in | my, for the purpose of keeping up military science 
the advantages afforded; and this, he said, was | in our country for its defence, or shall we adopt 
the principle sought to be established by the bill | a system calculated to disseminate this science 
under discussion. There is nothing complex or | throughout our country in the manner he had pro- 
intricate in it. It only requires the sanction of | posed? The surplus officers of your army, said 
the House, with the appropriation it contained, | he, are military sinecures, whose annual expense 
and it will be carried into effect. The principal | to the Government, together with that of the Mil- 
objection he had yet heard made against the | itary Academy, amounts to nearly as much as 
bill, was the expense to the Government that! would be the expense of this system, by which 
would be incurred by its adoption ; this was really | nearly or about fifty thousand militia officers 
the only objection of any weight he had yet heard | would annually be instructed. Between the course 
urged against the measure. He said the gentle- | pursued by the Government heretofore, and that he 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Saunpprs) had | had here proposed, he thought, after a full exami- 
stated that yesterday he had expressed a desire to | nation and due reflection, none could hesitate. 
diminish the expenditures on the Army, Navy, | There might, he said, be some faults pointed out 
and Military Academy, but he had not then ex- | in the details of this bill. It could not be expected 
ressed himself so, whatever his sentiments might | that any system, so extensive in its operation, 
in relation to the expenditures on those objects, | would be perfect when first adopted. Experience 
nor did he place the merits of this bill on that | would, no doubt, point out amendments that would 
ound or contingency. He had stated to the | be necessary. He did not approve himself of every 
ote the large amount annually expended on | part of the details of this bill; but he was so 
those objects, as a means of national defence, | deeply impressed with the importance of the a 
which was also the object of this bill. He had | tion of the principle it contained, that he was wil- 
contrasted the large amount of about seven mil- | ling to surrender his judgment on those points 


lions annually expended on the Army, Navy, For- | 
tifications, and Military Academy, (which could | 
only be considered as the auxiliary means of our 

national defence,) with this sum of less than half | 
a million for this great object, which was our only | 
safe and sure reliance. And he would now place 
the merits of the bill on what he considered to be | 
the only true ground on which we could fairly 
test the system it proposed. It was this, we are 
making iarge expenditures annually for national 
defence. This bill proposes a comparatively small | 
expenditure, though in a different way, for the | 
same object; and the true question is, whether the 
mode I propose by the bill, is not better, and does 
not more accord with the principles of our Gov- 
ernment, than that which has heretofore been 


pursued. If it can be shown by the opponents of | 
this measure that our present mode of expending | 
the public money for national defence is better | 





calculated to effect that object than the system 
contained in the bill, he would give up the ques- 


which he considered of but little consequence. 
His great object was to introduce a system by 
which the militia officers of the United States 
would be enabled to obtain, in some small degree, 
a practical knowledge of military science, and 
this must be done at the public expense. This 
part of our citizens are not always the most 
wealthy, and the entire sacrifice of time, as well 
as the expense they would be necessarily subjected 
to, was too much to require of them. Indeed, th 
were not able to bear it. We were now, and al- 
ways have been, entirely indebted to this patriotic 
class of our citizens for the military science, how- 
ever little it might be, which has been extended 
to the great body of the people. He believed any 
system that would enable the officers to obtain a 
knowledge of military science without subjecting 
them to expense, or an entire sacrifice of their 
time, would effectevery thing necessary to be done 
by the General Government. 

He said he was sorry to differ in opinion on 


tion, and agree that the bill ought to be rejected; | this subject with the venerable and honorable gen- 
but, on the contrary, if the expenditure proposed | tleman from Vermont, who had so much more ex- 
to be made by the bill, is caleulated to give us | perience on this as well as every other subject than 
more safety and national power for defence in | he himelf had. He was also sorry that the gentle- 
time of war, he thought it ought to be adopted. | man entertained opinions so diametrically opposite 
This was the fair view he wished taken on the | to the opinions of the great statesman and soldier 
subject. It was the ground on which he was pre- | under whom, he understood, he has fought during 
pared to meet the opponents of the bill; for he | the Revolution, and to whom our country is so 


entertained the most decided opinion that the ex- 
penditure a by this system for the discip- 
line of the officers of the militia of the United 
States would, if made, be found to be the most 
efficient that ever had been made for national 
defence. 

Mr. C. said he did not pretend to be a military 





much indebted for national independence and civil 
liberty ; and he hoped that, the long lapse of time 
that had intervened since the gentleman from Ver- 
mont had been associated with this great states- 
man and soldier of our Revolution, he had not 
ceased to feel great respect for his opinions on this 
subject, which was deemed by him (Wasatne- 
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TON) to be one of great national importance. And 
in answer to what the gentleman has advanced 
in opposition to this measure, he begged leave to 
an to him and to the Committee a part of the 
Message of this great statesman to the first session 
of the fourth Congress, in the year 1795, where he 
says, “ With the view of our Army establish- 
‘ ment, is naturally connected that of the militia. 
It will merit inquiry, what imperfections in the 
‘ existing plan further’ experience may have un- 
‘ folded. The object is of so much moment, in 
‘ my estimation, as to excite a constant solicitude 
‘ that the consideration of it may be renewed till 
* the greatest attainable perfection shall be accom- 
‘ plished. Time is wearing away some of the 
‘ advantages for forwarding the object, while none 
‘ better deserves the persevering attention of the 
‘ public councils.” If these opinions, said Mr. C., 
have no influence on the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, I could not have the vanity to suppose that 
any other arguments in my power to advance 
would have the slightest effect. They were opin- 
ions that had been urged by General Washington 
on the consideration of Congress throughout his 
administration, and also subsequently by Mr. Jef- 
ferson and Mr. Madison. Yet, notwithstanding 
the great zeal which they displayed on this sub- 
ject, nothing has ever been done to carry into 
effect the provisions of the Constitution in relation 
to it. Not one single dollar has ever yet been ap- 
popesined to provide for the discipline of the mi- 

itia. Gentlemen would not object to the large 
appropriations made to the regular Army, Navy, 
fortifications, and Military Academy, though op- 
posed to this small amount for the discipline of the 
militia. 

The gentleman from North Carolina has told 
us that the officers are too proud to submit to be 
disciplined in the manner provided by this bill; 
but, sir, said he, if I am not mistaken, they are 
now in the constant practice of being drilled, in 
many of the Siates in this Union, where they en- 
counter the expense as well as loss of time, with- 
out any compensation whatever. The regulations 
of the States in this respect are similar in their 
character to those contained in this bill; and the 
rules for the government of the Army are the rules 
which also govern the militia throughout the 
Union. But, sir, said he, the gentleman is mis- 
taken when he supposes this system will be ob- 
jected to by the officers of the militia. It is cal- 
culated to place them on still higher ground; to 
pay them a small compensation for the time em- 
ployed in gaining this practical knowledge of all 
the duties of the camp and the field, will make 
those appointments in the militia more desirable. 
It will enable them to be better qualified for the 
discharge of all their important duties, conse- 
quently will command respect, and give them an 
elevation of character heretofore unknown among 
the people of our country. 

ow, he asked, can it be said, that the adoption 
of this system will impoverish the treasury ? Seven 
millions were now appropriated for national de- 
fence, when the application of the sum of less than 
half a million, in the manner provided by this sys- 


tem, would produce more effect, in the time of 
war, than double the amount expended on the 
Army, fortifications and Military Academy. No; 
are the officers of the militia, when encamped 
agreeably to the provisions of the bill, to be drilled 
by any self-created Steuben, as stated by the gen. 
tleman from North Carolina. This bill contains 
no such provisions. They are to be drilled and 
instructed in jeep duty, military discipline, and 
field exercise, by the brigade major, or such per- 
sons as may be appointed by the Legislatures of 
the respective States, who, we may fairly presume, 
at least, will select the most enlightened men ig 
military science for that purpose. If the gentle 
man will examine more attentively the provisions 
of the bill, he will find his fears on that point en- 
tirely groundless. He has, however, said, that 
discipline would be productive of no good among 
the militia. Such, also, was the amount so far 
as he could understand it, of the doctrine of the 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Keyes.) Mr. C. 
said, he would not enter into any argument what- 
ever, in answer to such opinions; for the experi- 
ence of the whole world would prove the contrary; 
and he believed it was as important to teach mil- 
itary science to the officers of the militia, as it was 
to teach it to the regular Army or the Military 
Academy ; and, for his part, he would be willing 
to expend a million annually to accomplish so 
great an object, in preference to making such large 
expenditures in the manner we have heretofore 
done. He said it was true, that all the efforts that 
had heretofore been made to improve the militia 
had been unavailing; that the object has never 
yet been accomplished, and, he thought, the reason 
must be obvious to every one. Not one dollar had 
been applied to that purpose. We all know that 
this substantial means of our national defence has 
been heretofore neglected by Congress. Had their 
attention been drawn to it with the same degree 
of interest that has been manifested for the regular 
Army, Military Academy, and fortifications, great 
improvement might have been made, and with 
much less expenditure of the public money than 
that made on those objects; while, at the same 
time, the power and capacity of the nation, for 
defence, would have been greatly increased, and 
the objects held in view by the enlightened and 
patriotic framers of our Constitution, would have 
been carried into effect. But, sir, what are the 
arguments we have heard against this bill? They 
amount simply to this: a your treasury to 
your Army, to your Navy, to your fortifications, 
and to your Military Academy, but don’t expend 
one dollar to improve the militia. This has been 
our course of legislation. And, sir, is this to be- 
come the settled policy of this country? Is the 
public attention to be entirely drawn to these ob- 
jects on which we are exhausting our treasure, as 
the surest and safest means for the defence of a 
free people ? ; 
Sir, while such doctrines are held by men 10 
power, and continually aided by such vast ex- 
penditures of the public money, who can tell what 
is to be the ultimate consequences? He hoped 
the people were not yet prepared for the adoption 
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of the sone that such a course was calcula- 
ted to establish. Time, however, aided by the 
powerful influences he had alluded to, he feared, 
might make a change in the political character of 
our country ; for such, we know, has been the ef- 
fect of a similar course in other countries ; and to 
guard against this silent, gradual, though certain 
course of influence on the principles of our Gov- 
ernment, was one of the great objects contemplated 
by the measure he had proposed. It was not in 
the smallest degree calculated to interrupt the 

eaceful. pursuits of the citizens, as had been urged 
e the gentleman from North Carolina. There 
was no provision contained in this bill of any such 
character. The gentleman’s fears on that point 
are also groundless. It has been urged, as an ar- 
gument against this bill, that the States have 
adopted measures to improve their militia. This 
he considered rather an argument in favor of the 
measure, though he believed no State in the Union 
had gone so far as to pay the officers any thing 
for the time they devoted to the acquisition of this 
science ; abd without some compensation, not 
much improvement could be expected. The most 
of the officers were not able to afford such sacri- 
fice, in justice to themselves and their families ; 
and, although this is a new system, he could not 
see any good reason why gentlemen should seem 
to be so much alarmed at its introduction. For 
his part, he said, he believed if it should be passed 
into a law, the effect would be to prevent, forever, 
either in peace or in war, the necessity of a large 
regular army, the evils of which have been felt 
in a more or less degree by every Government in 
the world. 

But, Mr. Chairman, said he, the gentleman from 
North Carolina tells us there is no danger of such 
effects from a regular army in this country. Sir, 
Iam as little under the impulse of present fear, 
from that source, as he is. Its influence is silent 
and gradual; and this doctrine of no danger, is 
the doctrine that has been preached to the people 
of other countries to lull them to sleep, while this 
gradually increasing power was rapidly gaining 
the ascendency; and, in the end, destroyed their 
liberty. It becomes the people of the United States, 
therefore, to look out in time, and guard against 
the slightest advances towards such principles. 
Let us adopt a system that will give expansion to 
military science over our whole country. It is 
much more in accordance with the principles of 
our Government, than that of confining it toa 
few, as contended for by the opponents of this 
measure. The gentleman from North Carolina 
is also opposed to arming the militia. He thinks 
they cannot be trusted with the weapons necessary 
for the defence of their liberty; that they would 
make pokers of the ramrods, and barter away their 
muskets for a drink of grog. Sir, I will not ad- 
mit that the people of this country are so lost toa 
sense of the duty they owe to themselves and their 
country ; they are not yet brought to that point of 
degradation; nur is any freeman in this country 
so depraved as to throw away his weapons of lib- 
erty, or barter them away, when furnished him by 
his Government, in a grogshop. [Mr.SaunpERs 
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explained.} Mr. Cannon said he was glad the gen- 
tleman had not meant to apply his remarks, on 
this point, to his own State, Soave he may have 
intended them for the people of other States, as 
little deserving such reflections as that of his own; 
but he said he had confidence in the virtue, intel- 
ligence, and patriotism of the people of our coun- 
try, and was much more willing to trust them with 
the arms necessary for its defence, than he was to 
trust them in the hands of the regular Army. In- 
deed, he felt no fears on the score of arming our 
citizens, and believed the arms would be perfectly 
safe in their-hands, though it was no part of the 
provisions of the bill under discussion. 

When an appropriation is asked for to make a 
road, or to repair a road, what have we heard? 
Why, sir, said he, we are told it is a great na- 
tional object ; that its tendency is to bind together 
the different States. This is the language and 
the doctrine I have often heard in this House, 
when the subject of making a road, in any section 
of the Union, was under discussion. But, sir, if 
you will appropriate your money among the differ- 
ent States for the purpose of diffusing military 
science for national defence throughout the whole 
Union, on the great principles of equality con- 
tained in this bill, you will form a stronger ce- 
ment to the Union, and do more to bind the States 
together than you have done, or can do, by all 
your expenditures of money in making roads, and 
I think it is the safest, as well as the cheapest 
mode of providing for the national defence. 

Sir, after all the expenditures that have been 
made, or can be made, on a regular army, navy, 
fortifications, and Military Academy, they are not 
to be relied on as the main stay to the Union— 
they are the broken staff of this country, that will 
fail us whenever it shall be made the chief reli- 
ance in the hour of danger. Mr. C. said, he was 
anxious to see the adoption of this measure, be- 
cause it was calculated to put down forever the 
growth of a regular army, which had been the 
poisonous bane of every republican Government 
onearth. He thought we owed something as a 
duty to the young independent nations that are 
springing into existence around us, and endeavor- 
ing, in the formation of their systems, to imitate 
our example ; we also owed it, in a still greater 
degree, to ourselves. If we go on in the habitual 
course of exhausting the whole of our money on 
an army and military academy, and entirely neg- 
lect the improvement of a militia, the tendency 
must be to fix and confirm, ultimately, a reliance 
on such means of defence. Sir, said he, this coun- 
try cannot be defended by a regulur army; even 
if you could maintain one to the extent of one 
hundred thousand. Our territory is too extensive ; 
they must be scattered around its borders in small 
numbers, and could not be brought to an invaded 
point with sufficient facility and despatch, and in 
sufficient force to repel any formidable invasion. 
I have said, on former occasions, that the strength 
of this country is not to be seen in our army, navy, 
and fortifications. No, sir; it consists in the 
strength of the attachment of the people to the 
Government, in a far greater degree; and how 
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much more imposing would be the aspect of our 
country, to every foreign Power, when, instead 
of a system of defence, by regular armies and for- 
tifications, we shall present to them our great bul- 
wark of liberty, our Constitutional defence, a mil- 
lion of freemen, armed, and officers commanding 
them, skilled in the discipline of the camp and 
the field, ready and willing to defend against for- 
eign invasion, or insurrection, any and every part 
our Union? In this system there is great na- 
tional power and safety. It is the true foundation 
on which we may rest in the most perfect secu- 
rity, and is salemiessd to preserve and maintain, 
orever, the principles of freedom and republican 
liberty ; while, if we neglect it, the effect must be, 
to pursue a contrary course of policy, not designed 
by the authors of our Government, which may, 
in the end, terminate in the same evils and mis- 
chiefs that have, from similar causes, befallen the 
of other countries. 

r. Keyes rose, and said, Mr. Chairman, it 
will be expected undoubtedly for me to make some 
apology for the time I shall take up, in answering 
the gentleman from Tennessee. ‘T'rue, as he says, 
I was bred under the greatest Captain in the world, 
and true it is I was one of his soldiers. Sir, the 
militia of the United States are not so ignorant of 
military discipline as he seems to think ; for I well 
know that the militia in New England under- 
stand forming and displaying column as well as 
any troops whatever; but I do not consider the 
instructing militia in the field exercise to be of 
much use. 

General Wasnincron, during the Revolution, 
received great support from the militia; and he 
recommended that the States should discipline 
their militia, and it is already done; and so I said, 
Mr. Chairman, when I had the honor to speak on 
the subject yesterday ; and I feel very grateful to 
the Committee for the attention paid to me. I 
hope they will indulge me now, and I will not 
detain them long. 

Sir, said Mr. K., the militia have always con- 
sidered training and reviewing twice a year as a 
common tax upon life, and have never complained. 
The militia, with a few firelocks, (merely fowl- 
ing-pieces; and those very rusty,) have beaten the 
regular soldiers of England with all their discip- 
line; and why, Mr. Chairman, would you expend 
five or six hundred thousand dollars to learn them 
camp and field duty? This knowledge serves 
only to destroy them; for, as soon as they get so 
wise as to keep in close column, they do nothing. 
All they want is to learn how to load, prime, take 
aim, and fire, when they have a good opportu- 
nity. This they always know very well. I said 
yesterday we had beaten the British in two wars, 
and that neither the British, nor any other Power 
of Europe, would be likely to attack us again. I 
said nothing about fortifications nor the Navy; 
but we find by the conduct of the pirates we have 
use for the Navy, a part of which is now about to 
Re against these rascals. The gentleman from 

ennessee says that he is willing to give a mil- 
lion of dollars a year to discipline the militia. 
What do you think of that, Mr. Chairman? And 


| how do you like it, sir? I think this would be 
throwing money away fast. If your Treasury js 
full, pay your debts, and not pay interest money— 
I mean your national debts. 
This bill provides that the militia officers, from 
a brigadier general down to a sergeant major 
shall be called into camp once a year, and that 
they there shall stay four days at least—six if the 
please. Mr. Chairman, I ask how much would 
they learn in that time, and what good would 
their meeting do? It would take them six days 
to get acquainted with each other. Sir, what does 


Congress do the first six days after they meet? | 


They only get acquainted with one another, and 
conclude what is best to be done. 

If you have money to spare, Mr. Chairman, 
replace on the pension roll your old Revolutionary 
ain whom you have dropped off of said rol|— 
such of them, at least, as are now suffering for 
wantof help. It was these brave men who fought 
your battles, and who have made you what you 
are. If it had not been for their’ bravery, you 
would not have had a Congress now sitting in this 
splendid House. No, Mr. Chairman. Had they 
not defended our country, we should now be in 
slavery, and paying tribute to Old England ; and 
further, when they chose, they would take any of 
us, and transport us to Old England for trial for 
supposed crimes; and they also would have tax- 
gatherers amongst us, and tax us at will and 
pleasure. And if this had been our case, we should 
not have had money to purchase so much land of 
the French, the Spaniards, and the Indian chiefs. 

Mr. Dwieurt, though approving its general prin- 
ciples, was opposed to the bill in detail. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON warmly advocated the bill. 

Mr. Woopcock spoke against it; and 

Mr. Foyp also opposed it. 

Mr. Dwicut, from impressions of respect for the 
principle of the bill, and believing that in some 
other shape it would be more agreeable to the 
House, moved that the Committee rise and report 
progress; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Woopcocx then moved that the bill be laid 
on the table; which was also agreed to. 





Monpay, January 13. 

Mr. Neuson, of Virginia, presented two peti- 
tions from sundry inhabitants of the counties of 
Washington and Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia, stating that serious inconvenience and 
injustice frequently arise to the inhabitants of the 
District, by the removal of debtors, against whom 
suits have been commenced, and before judgment, 
out of the District, into one of the neighboring 
States ; where proceedings must, of necessity, be 
commenced de novo; and praying that a law be 
passed, authorizing executions upon all judgments 
which have been, or may be rendered, by the 
courts of this District, to be directed to the marshal 
of any State or Territory, where the party or his 
property may be found, as in case of debts due the 
United States; which petitions were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Wricat presented a petition of James 
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Smith, late vaccine en Pe tm the aid of the | reach of a nation’s gratitude. Mr. W. concluded 
Government in extending the limits of his vaccine | hy moving a recommitment of the bill, for the 
institution to the citizens of the United States | relief of the mother and sister of Lieutenant Allen, 
generally ; which petition was referred toa select | to the Naval Committee, that it might receive 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Wricut, FLoyp, 'such amendments as present circumstances had 
Hawt, Wuirrte, and Bareman. _ | rendered necessary. 

Mr. Hamitron presented a petition of Sarah | Andthe question being taken thereon, the motion 
Perry, of the State of Rhode Island, setting forth | was agreed to. 
that she is the mother of the late Commodore Ol-| Mr, Francis Jounson, from the Committee on 
iver Hazard al and of the late Lieutenant | the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill 
James Alexander Perry, of the Navy of the Uni- | to authorize the Postmaster General to pay for 
ted’ States, both of whom, after honorably and | certain repairs to the General Post Office, and to 
successfully fighting the battles of their country, | keep the engine house, the fire engine, and appa- 
perished in its service ; that she derived her sup- | ratus, in repair; which was read twice, and com- 

rt solely from the gratuitous assistance of her | mitted to a Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 
rave and lamented offspring; thatshe isnowold,| y4, Putter, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
borne down with sorrow and poverty, and with-: .-* 7 aan 

_ fairs, who were instructed to inquire into the ex- 


out the means of support, and praying that she | —,. , os : 
Ce mie ~ | pediency of making provision for the widow and 
may be placed upon the navy pension list.—Re- | child of Lieutenant George Pearce, late of the 


ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | as ’ . 
Mr. Hernanvez presented a petition of sundry | United States Navy, made a report thereon, which 


, r d, and the resolution therein submitted 

inhabitants of East Florida, praying that the as- | Wat, SaRes ; ; 

sent of Congress may be withheld from the acts | V8 concurred in by the House as follows: ; 

of the Legislative Council of Florida, as far as ,, Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 

they relate to taxes or county courts. | discharged from the further consideration of the reso~ 
Mr. Hernanvez presented a memorial of the | lution of the 16th of December last, in relation to: the 

Mayor and Aldermen of thecity of St. Angustine, | ows xe wlan on et ea Soke 

in East Florida, praying that their claim to a | Clommaineidnare off Sie Navy Pension Fund. 


tract of land, to be used as a common by the in- 
habitants of said city, may be allowed and con-— Mr. Futter, from the same committee, to whom: 


firmed: | was referred the petition of Penelope Denny, the 


The said petition and memorial were referred to | mother of James Denny, as a gunner in the 
the Committee on the Judiciary. | Navy ; as also, a resolution o the 8th instant on 

Mr. Waxwortn, of New York, rose and said it | be behalf, made a report, accompanied by a bill 
had become his unpleasant duty to inform the , fr her relief; which bill was read twice, and 
House, and particularly his worthy friend from | Committed to the Committee of the Whole to 
Kentucky, who a few days since moved a resolu- | which is committed the bill for the relief of the 
tion on the subject, (to whom Mr. W. took this | mother and sister of Lieutenant William H. Allen, 


opportunity to tender the thanks of the friends of | deceased. 
the deceased,) that it was no longer in their power | On motion of Mr. Futter, the Naval Commit- 
to render a tribute of gratitude to the memory of | tee was discharged from the further consideration 
the gallant Allen, by providing for the necessities | of two letters from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
of his bereaved mother. Mrs. Allen’s health, said | relative to moneys drawn from the Treasury, on 
Mr. W., had long been impaired, and she was | account of the naval service, for the year ending 
unable'to sustain the shock, produced by the sud- | on the 30th June, 1822; and of the expenditure of 
den and tragical death of her brave son, who was | the moneys oo for the contingent ex- 
the hope of her old age, and on whose filial piety | penses of the Navy, for the year ending on the 
she depended for the support of her declining | 30th September, 1822; and they were ordered to 
years. Her heart, said Mr. W., has been broken, | lie on the table. 
by this’ cruel and unexpected stroke of adversity,| Mr. Jonn Speep Smiru, from the committee to 
and her spirit has taken its departure to meet its | which was recommitted the bill to abolish im- 
kindred spirit in another and a better world. But, | prisonment for debt, reported a new bill of the 
said Mr. W., although we have thus been deprived | same title; which bill was read twice, and com- 
of the power of making provision for the support | mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the mother, whose welfare occupied his latest | of the Union. 
thoughts, there is one still left, who has a rightto, Mr. Wittiams, of North Carolina, from the 
our protecting care. And, said Mr. W., 1 hope | Committee of Claims, made an unfavorable report 
and trust the sister, whose desolate situation gave | on the petition of sundry merchants of Baltimore, 
an additional pang to the heart of the dying hero; | for further compensation for damages sustained by 
that she, who has thus been deprived, not only of | vessels sunk in the entrance of the harbor of that 
the support of a kind and worthy brother, but also | city; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
of the guardian care of a pious and affectionate | table. 
parent; that she, who has now a double claim to | Mr. WixutaMs, from the same committee, also 
our protection and to our sympathy, may receive | made a report on the petition of Richard He 
that bounty which Congress intended to bestow | Wilde, representative of James Wilde, deceased, 
upon the mother, who is now removed beyond the | accompanied by a bill for the relief of the rep- 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—19 
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resentative of James Wilde, deceased ; which bill} Mr, Cocke having inquired the object of this 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee of | resolution— 
the whole House to-morrow. Mr. Sterwine said, he owed, perhaps, an expla- 
The Committee on the Judiciary were discharged | nation to the House of the reasons which had 
from the further consideration of the petition of | induced him to offer this resolution ; because, op 
Abraham Snyder, and it was referred to the Sec- | the face of it, many gentlemen, acquainted with 
retary of the Treasury. the laws establishing the compensation of the land 
On motion of Mr. Jonnston, of Louisiana, the | officers might suppose the proposed inquiry to be 
Committee on the Judiciary were instructed to in- | superfluous. Mr. 8. said he had particularly ex. 
quire into the expediency of establishing a district | amined this males, and he had taken some pains 
court of the United States in the western district | to satisfy himself that the inquiry is not only not 
of Louisiana. superfluous, but absolutely necessary. The law 
On motion of Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, the! appears to be plain; but there had been either a 
Committee on Public Lands were instructed to in- | misconstruction of the law, or a departure from it, 
quire into the expediency of establishing a separate | It might be recollected, Mr. S. said, that at the last 
Surveyor General’s district in the State of Lou-| session he had called upon the proper department 
isiana. for information as to the expenses of the fand offi- 
~ On motion of Mr. Rocuester, a select com- | Ces. From this information it appeared that their 
mittee was appointed to inquire into the expedi- , expenses had transcended what was correct, and 
ency of continuing in force, for a further term, so | what he believed to be authorized by the laws of 
much of the act, entitled “An act regulating the | the country. The report, however, was general, 
currency, within the United States, of the gold | and he thought it necessary to know more partic- 
coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and | ularly the nature of the expenses which he deemed 
Spain, and the crowns of France and five franc | illegal. He therefore called for the items of ex- 
pieces, passed on the 29th day of April, 1816, as | penditure in several of the offices. Upon examin- 
relates to the crowns of France and five franc | ing the report in answer to this call, Mr. 8. said, 
pieces, with leave to report by bill or otherwise ; | he had discovered, to his entire satisfaction, that 
and Mr. Rocuester, Mr. Tomuinson, and Mr. | many of the items of the expenses in’ the land 
ALExanpER SmyTu, were appointed the said com- | offices were contrary to law ; that, of the contiv- 
mittee. | gent expenditures, many particulars were entirely 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter | unauthorized. He had investigated this matter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a | With a view to discover how these errors crept in. 
report, with sundry statements, in relation to the | He was satisfied that they had arisen in part from 
loan of one hundred thousand dollars, made to | 2 misunderstanding or misconstruction, of the law. 
Scott, Thornton, and White, formerly Commis- | The sum of four hundred and fifty-six dollars had 
sioners of the City of Washington, furnished in | been charged in one of the offices for posting the 
obedience to a resolution of this House, of the 7th | books of one of the receivers. He found no law 
inst.; which were referred to the committee appoint- | to justify this expenditure ; and he could see no 
ed to make certain inquiries in relation to the dis- | reason why a large compensation should be given 
posal of the public lots within the said city. to this officer, and afterwards his successor ora 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter | clerk should be paid for posting the books, which 
from the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by | is as much the duty of the officer himself as any 
an exhibit, showing the number of officers of each | other part of his duties. Several items for clerk- 
different grade necessary to command, in actual | hire—one of $1,500 and another of $1,076 82, for 
service, the vessels now on the stocks and building, | rent and clerk-hire, had been reported by the 
and communicating further information in rela-| Secretary of the Treasury, among the contingent 
tion to the objects of inquiry embraced by the res- | expenses of these offices. The law establishing 
olution adopted on the 30th ultimo; which letter, | the compensation of Registers and Receivers, 
&c., were referred to the Committee on Naval | Mr. S. said, was clear and explicit. It provides 
Affairs. that “ instead of the compensation now allowed 
The Committee of the whole House to which | ‘ by law to the Receivers of Public Moneys for 
is committed the bill in addition to the act, enti- | ‘ lands of the United States, they shall receive an 
tled “An act for the prompt settlement of public | ‘ annual salary of five hundred dollars each, and 
accounts,” and for the punishment of the crime of | ‘@ commission of one per centum on the moneys 
perjury, were discharged from the consideration | ‘ received, as a compensation for clerk-hire, re- 
thereof, and the bill was ordered to lie on the table. | ‘ ceiving, safe-keeping, tg Tener ote such 
‘moneys to the Treasury of the United States; 
LAND OFFICE CLERKS. * sania that the a hols amie which any Re- 
Mr. Sreruine, of New York, submitted for | ‘ ceiver of Public Moneys shall receive, under the 
consideration the following resolve: ' © provisions of this act, shall not exceed, for any 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be ‘one year, the sum of three thousand dollars.” 
instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, what, | How then the expenditures to which he had re- 
further provision by law is necessary to prevent or | ferred, could have been allowed or reported as 
limit the allowance of clerk-hire in the several Land | among the expenses incident to these land offices, 
Offices, and to reduce the incidental expenses attached | had struck him with great surprise until he found 
to the same. that the.law had been misunderstood. To show 
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how it had been misunderstood, Mr. S. said he 
would read an extract from a letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to John Brahan, one of the 
Receivers, which is as follows: 


“The construction which I shall give to the 
‘act fixing the compensation of Receivers and 
‘ Registers of the different land offices will enable 
‘them to pay clerk-hire, to a reasonable amount, 
‘in proportion to the service rendered, where 
‘the commission of one per cent. shall exceed 
‘the maximum of their compensation fixed by 
‘law. 

“Tt is, however, intended to keep the expendi- 
‘ ture of clerk-hire under the control of the Trea- 
‘ sury, in order to prevent extravagance.” 


Such a construction of the act of 1818, as is 
contained in this extract, Mr. S. conceived to be 
wholly unwarranted by the terms of that act. To 
prere extravagance, the Secretary says he will 

eep the expenditure for clerk-hire under the con- 
trol of the Department. Now, Mr. S. said, he 
conceived that the clerk-hire is under the control 
of this House; that it is fixed by law, and that no 
Secretary has a right to pay out any money from 
the Treasury, for clerk-hire or otherwise, without 
authority from Congress. In case the allowance 
of one per cent. shall exceed the maximum allow- 
ed by law, the Secretary says he will allow clerk- 
hire to a reasonable amount. But what says the 
law on the subject? Why, that in lieu of clerk- 
hire one per cent. on the amount received shall be 
allowed, and that there shall not be received by 
any receiver, as a compensation for clerk-hire in 
one year, more than three thousand dollars. The 
law, therefore, had been misunderstood or departed 
from, and in either case it was high time that the 
subject should be referred to the proper committee, 
to see whether or not the law needs alteration or 
explanation. In the case of the registers of the 
land offices, the question was more doubtful. In 
that section of the law which relates to them, 
though otherwise following the preceding section 
respecting the receivers, the words “for compen- 
sation for clerk-hire” are not contained. He be- 
lieved, nevertheless, that it was the intention of 
the makers of the law to give precisely the same 
compensation to both these officers. 

Mr. S. said he was disposed to put a stop, as far 
as possible, to all these incidental expenditures. 
He believed that the incidental and contingent 
expenditures were the curse of this Government, 
not only in the land offices, but in every other de- 
partment where they were permitted. His object 
in moving the present resolution was, that the 
proper construction may be put upon the law, and 
the proper practice introduced. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, the resolve was so 
modified as to refer the subject to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, instead of the Judiciary 
Committee. 


Mr. Cook moved to amend the resolution by 
adding to the end of it the words, “and what 
measures are necessary better to equalize the com- 
ensation of the registers and receivers of the pub- 
ic land offices.’—Agreed to. 





Mr. Svoane did not rise to oppose the motion, 
but to suggest that, by turning their attention to 
the documents of the last session, alluded to by 
the gentleman from New York, it would be seen 
that the items of accounts to which he had re- 
ferred were not items settled at the Treasury, but 
presented for settlement. Mr. S. said he was au- 
thorized to state that no clerk-hire had been al- 
lowed to the receivers or registers, except in one 
case to the amount of fifteen hundred dollars. In 
that case, the officer had been removed for im- 
proper conduct in office. His books were in ar- 
rear, and, it being necessary that they should be 
brought up, persons were employed for that pur- 
pose, who were paid for the service, and the secu- 
rities of the removed officer had been sued for the 
expense thus necessarily incurred. It was impos- 
sible for the Treasury Department to prevent 
claims being preferred, and it was equally imprac- 
ticable to avoid some contingent expense, such as 
that of the criers at the sales, stationery, blank 
forms, &c., which must either be paid for on the 
spot, or furnished from the Seat of Government to 
the several officers. 


Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, said it seemed, 
from the statements which had been made to the 
House, there was some difference of opinion be- 
tween the gentlemen from New York and Ohio 
as to the fact of the allowance of clerk hire, &c. 
If the gentleman from New York was correct, 
these allowances had been improperly made; if 
the gentleman from Ohio was correct, then the 
gentleman from New York was Sl He sug- 
gested to the gentleman from New York, whe- 
ther he ought not to call on the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a full statement of the facts on the 
subject, before referring it toa committee. 


Mr. Sreruine said, he did call upon the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, at the last session, for pre- 
cisely such a statement, and the report was re- 
ceived, to which he had referred for the facts which 
he had stated. If they were charges simply, how 
could the items in question have been reported as 
incidental expenditures? But, Mr.S. said, he had 
a satisfactory reply to the gentleman from the 
State of Ohio, in addition to the evidence derived 
from the terms of the report, which was an ex- 
tract of a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to one of these very receivers, showing that 
he considered himself authorized to allow such 
charges. These charges being reported among 
the contingent expenditures of the land offices, the 
presumption was that they were paid. Thata 
wrong construction of the law had taken place, 
Mr. S. said, was evident, because here was the 
letter of the Secretary, expressly stating the fact 
of the construction which he had put upon it. 
And when we have from that very officer the fact, 
that among the contingent expenditures, at one of 
the offices, was the sum of $1,500 for clerk hire, 
for three-quarters of the year, how could the fact 
be doubted that the charge had been allowed at 
the Treasury Department ? 


The resolve was then agreed to, without oppo- 
sition. 
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OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The House then took yp the bill making pro- 
vision for the occupation of the mouth of Colum- 
bia river; when Mr. Cotpen proposed to amend 
the bill, by striking out the words “and required,” 
in the first section, and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
the words “when, in the opinion of the President, 
it may be consistent with the public interest.” In 
support of this amendment, and on the general 
merits of the bill, Mr. C. delivered his sentiments 
at considerable length. They areas follows: 


Mr. C. said, the course which has been pursued 
in relation to the bill now under consideration, 
has. accidentally manifested the disposition of the 
House towards itand shown its friends that, in 
its present form at least, they will be in a small 
minority. There is the more reason why those 
who intend to give it their support should offer 
their reasons for voting in its favor. I shall ask 
the ind ce of the House for a short time, 
while I submit the views I take of the subject. 

I shall, sir, before I resume my seat, offer an 
amendment, the effect of which will be to refer 
the execution of the provisions of the bill to the 
discretion of the Executive. I will not attempt, 
sir, to show the importance of the contemplated 
establishment to our commerce in the Pacific 
ocean. I could add nothing to what has been 


said on this part of the subject by the honorable | 
mover of the bill, and by the honorable member | 


from Massachusetts. But to show the great value 
of the oil and ocean fur trade of the South and 
Norti: Pacific, let me communicate to the Com- 
mittee the history of some adventures which acci- 
dentally came to my personal knowledge. They 
are transactions of some ten or fifteen years ago; 
I cannot be accurate as to dates or sums, but I 
shall take great care not to exaggerate either. 


A citizen of New York, who was, by profes- 
sion, a mariner—(I may name him, for I shall say 
nothing that is not honorable to him and to his 


: their destination, were manufactured on board the 
| vessel. The whole outfit, independent of the ves- 
sel, I verily believe, did not cost five thousand 
| dollars. 
After traversing the ocean for a length of time, 
in high and unfrequented latitudes, and after en- 
countering great hardships, they found the barren 
'and desert island of which they were in search. 
|They soon obtained a cargo of seal skins, with 
‘which they proceeded to Canton, leaving a part 
of their crew on the island, with no other supplies 
_ than some few barrels of provisions, and some two 
' or three casks of the wine I have before mentioned. 
| As to the rest, the reliance for subsistence was on 
| the seal’s flesh. In China, the skins were sold to 
great profit, and the Catharine returned to New 
York with a cargo of not less, I am certain, than 
one hundred thousand dollars; and I believe I 
should be within bounds if I were to say a great 
deal more. Another vessel was despatched for the 
party left on the island, who, it was found, had 
provided a second ample cargo, which again was 
| carried to China; and with the proceeds another 
| Bast India cargo, of great value, was procured 
and brought to New York. This trade continued 
and augmented, till it employed many vessels, and 
its profits were so large, that they formed the cap- 
itals of several mercantile houses, which were 
considered among the opulent of the city. It is 
true, they have all, I believe, shared the fate of 
many who have been ruined by the vicissitudes of 
| past times. 
| It is curious to trace what was the usual course 
of this commerce. The teas and other Indian 
| goods were generally sent to Amsterdam, Ham- 
| burg, Bremen, and other places in the north of 
| Europe, where they were sold at enormous profits. 
| The proceeds were remitted to England, for which 
the adventurers sold bills in New York, which 
| were purchased by British agents, who advanced 





for them the precious metals, in money brought to 


our continent from South America, as the price 





couatry)—a Captain Fanning, associated with | of English manufactures sent to that country. 
some twelve or twenty other persons, determined | Sir, I have related the circumstances of these ad- 
to en in an expedition to search for islands | ventures, not only for the purpose of exhibitin 

in the South Seas, where they had heard seals | the value and importance of the trade in the South 
abounded. They purchased a ship, called the | Seas, but I have been anxious to avail myself of 
Catharine, the cost of which could not have been | the opportunity of showing, by this relation, how 
above $15,000. The parties were to be sharers in | fallacious are the calculations of those who esti- 
proportion to their respective contributions. The | mate the prosperity of our country by the custom- 
resources of some were so limited that they could house account of our exports and imports. In the 
not advance money for the necessary supplies. | instances I have mentioned, it is probable the ves- 
One furnished cordage, another sail-cloth, another | sels carried little or nothing which was entered to 
iron, another provisions, most of which were ob- | the credit of our exports; whereas, their return 
tained on credit. Part of the outfit, I well recol- | cargoes swelled the amount of our imports, many 
lect, was some casks of wine, furnished by one of | hundreds of thousands of dollars. Finally, the 
the parties because he had it in his power to ob- | value of these cargoes in a foreign market, were 
tain a credit for that article, when he could not realized in our own country, and a sum equal to 
for those more suited to the expedition. Another their worth actually added to our stock of specie. 
part of the equipment was a forge. Many of the | Every day, the consequences of the China trade 
hands were artisans. The vessel left the port of | are deprecated. It is accused of robbing us of our 
New York in the Summer. She was then inad- | coin; but it is easy to see, that, for every dollar 
equately rigged, but while in her progress her sails taken from us, to be laid out in India, many may 
and rigging were completed; and, by means of be returned. The goods purchased in Asia, are 
the forge, the tools and instruments by which they , sold in Europe, with the additional value they 
were to execute their plan when they arrived at will acquire from our enterprise, industry, mer- 
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cantile knowledge, skill in naval architecture, and | take into consideration a trade which, at no dis- 
navigation. ‘These are part of the riches of our | tant day, must grow out of the great improve- 


country, and it is with these that we pay, in part, 
at least, for the merchandise we import. It seems 
to me utterly fallacious, to say that we can give 
nothing for the goods which come to us from 
abroad but the produce we export. If this were 
so, inasmuch as our imports have ever been so 
much greater than our exports, we must, indeed, 
long since, have been bankrupts; and yet, is it 
not certain that, in spite of all predictions, and 
notwithstanding some local and temporary em- 
barrassments, the nation has been uniformly and 
rapidly increasing in wealth and prosperity ? 
acknowledge, sir, that I have suffered myself 
to digress from the direct object of my arguments, 
svhioh is to show the value of that trade which 
has relation to the contemplated establishment on 
the Columbia. I shall say no more to this point— 
but ask the Committee to turn their attention to 
the importance of the trade which is, even now, 
carried on with the post itself. I find, sir, in the 
Treasury documents submitted to us last year, 
we have as yet had no similar report from that 
epartment this session,) a statement of the trade 
to the Northwest coast. I presume this must 
mean to the country near the Columbia ; because, 
sir, I believe, that, from Port San Francisco, which 
is in 38°, to the Russian possessions, to the north, 
which are forbidden ground, there is no other post 
that is frequented by our vessels. Indeed, sir, we 
do not know that there is any post capable of re- 
ceiving them. For all this space of the western 
shores of our territory is perfectly unknown to us, 
and is as much terra incognita as the wilds of 
Africa. Su 
coast, in the T'reasury Report, means the country 
circumjacent to the Columbia river, it appears 
that, in the year 1821, seventeen vessels sailed 
from the United States, for that post. These were 
of more than four thousand tons, were navigated 


by about three hundred hands, carrying foreign | 


and domestic produce to the value of nearly four 
hundred thousand dollars. Let us ask, sir, for 
whom is this great amount of merchandise in- 
tended? It cannot all be for the savages who 
inhabit that coast; a great part must be for the 
supply of the British merchants who established 
themselves there when the post was taken from 
us, during the last war—a branch of the great Uni- 


ted English Fur Company, which is now carrying | 


on a valuable land fur trade. To show of what 


importance the post and harbor at the mouth of | 


the Columbia must be to this trade, we have only 
to look at the vast water communications that are 
afforded by the Columbia and Clarke’s rivers, to 
the north, the Snake river to the south, and to 
the manner in which that whole northern region 
is intersected by lakes and rivers. From the lake 
Winnipeg, which is in the heart of the Hudson 
Bay Territory, to the Missouri, there is a navi- 
gable water communication, with the expense, 
— of a portage of about one mile. 

ut it is not alone with reference to any exist- 


sing, then, that the Northwest | 


ments we have made, and are daily making, in 
the means of communication and transportation. 
Sir, I do verily believe, that, in twenty years, and 
if not in twenty, in fifty years, a person setting 
out from London to go to India, will find New 
York, Albany, and Sandusky, post towns on his 
route. By pursuing, continually, nearly a west 
course, he will cross the Atlantic, reach Albany, 
follow the New York canal, embark on Lake 
Erie, pass through the Ohio canal, and pursue the 
Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri, to the oot of the 
Rocky mountains, over which he will traverse a 
turnpike of only seventy-five miles, which will 
bring him to the waters of the Columbia; upon 
these he will reach the Pacific,and from thence 


he will cross a ferry to the Asiatic continent—a 





ferry of some two or three thousand miles, I ad- 
mit, but one which, in reference to steamboat 
navigation, for which those seas are particularly 
adapted, would be no more than so many hun- 
dred miles would have been some few years since. 
By pursuing this course, the traveller will have 
but 120 degrees of longitude to traverse. Whereas, 


| if he proceeded east from London, he could not 


reach the eastern coast of Asia without traversing 
240 degrees of longitude; and, if he pursued the 
usual route, by doubling either of the capes, to the 
difference of longitude must be added the Siete 
of latitude he must necessarily twice pass over. 
Is it not reasonable then to suppose that, at some 
period, not very remote, the eastern trade may be 
pursued in the course I have designated? And 
will not the measure, which is contemplated by 


the bill, accelerate the arrival of that period? 
| Sir, I am aware that, by many, these will be con- 
sidered as extravagant and visionary ideas. But, 


let me ask, are they more extravagant than it 
would have been, only ten years ago, to have pre- 
dicted that the waters of the great lakes would be 
emptied into the Atlantic at New York ; that the 
course of the Hudson would be turned, and part 


| of her waters sent to seek the ocean through the 





Gulf of St. Lawrence ; that, by artificial means, 
this great continent would be divided into islands, 
the borders of which are more extensive than all 
the shores of Europe, and these islands infinitely 
better adapted to navigation and commerce than 
if they were surrounded by oceans ? 

{t cannot be denied that the distance between 
the Seat of Government and the mouth of the 
Columbia is very great. But, in reference to the 
facility of communication between two places, 
the distance must not be estimated by miles, but 
should be computed by the time required to pass 
from the one place to the other. If steamboats 
were established in all the waters between this 
and the mouth of the Columbia, capable of steam- 
boat navigation, the journey might be made, I do 
not doubt, in less time, and with greater ease, than 
the Representative from Missouri, now on this 
floor, could have come, (unless by sea,) from his 
State to this city, only ten yearsago. ‘The limits 


ing trade that we must consider the importance of | heretofore prescribed by the opinions of statesmen, 


the position to which the bill relates. 


We must }as the necessary boundary of united empire or 
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dominion, must be extended upon a scale propor- 
tioned to the astonishing improvements of the 
t times, in the means of communication 

and of transportation. 
_ It seems to be thought, Mr. Chairman, that 
whatever may be the advantages in reference to 
our present condition or to our prospects, we ought 
not to occupy this part of our territory, for fear it 
should bring us in collision with some European 
nation. But what grounds can there be for these 
apprehensions? The only nations on earth who 
have ever made any claims to these regions are 
Spain, Russia, and England. Spain never had 
any pretensions other than were comprised by her 
province of Louisiana. This, she contended, ex- 
tended as far north, I think, as sixty. At any rate, 
whatever her claims were, beyond the latitude of 
forty-two, they were transferred to us by the Treaty 
of Paris. Russia has, of her own accord, and en- 
tirely to her own satisfaction, settled a boundary 
between us. And, however amusing the process 
may be by which she has come to the conclusion 
that we ought also to be entirely satisfied with the 
course she has pursued, it is sufficient to our pres- 
ent purpose to remark that Russia makes no pre- 
tensions south of the fifty-first degree of north lati- 
tude. We find by our diplomatic correspondence 
with Russia, communicated to us at the last ses- 
sion, that she does not pretend to have even dis- 
covered the coast below forty-nine. To that point, 
she said, one of her captains had pushed his dis- 
coveries, but not in such a way as to give any title. 
The Emperor fixes on the latitude of fifty-one by 
a curious kind of compromise, with the terms of 
which he does not permit us to have any thing to 
say. You have a possession, he tells us, at the 
mouth of the Columbia, in forty-six—I have one 
(Novo Archangelsk) in fifty-seven. The differ- 
ence between us is five and a half, which will 
bring us to about fifty-one. We will, therefore, 
take that as the boundary. If I may be permitted 
to adopt an expression used by the respectable and 
venerable member from Vermont, who sits near 
me, I would say that this is what he would call 
“coming to a split.” And though, upon some 
other occasion, we may insist upon the unreason- 
ableness of this ez parte mode of settling matters, 
Sa it must satisfy us that our good friend, the 
mperor of Russia, will never quarrel with us for 
any thing we may do south of his latitude of fifty- 
one. We have only to keep clear by an hundred 
miles of this boundary upon land, and to take care 
not to enter his “close sea,” of some three thou- 
sand miles in width, and we may hope not to 

offend the Emperor. 

We have no reason to believe that the measure 
contemplated by the bill will involve us in any 
controversy with Great Britain. She has never 
had any possession, and I believe never pretended 
to any title so low as the mouth of the Columbia. 
To territory more to the north she had made 
claims; but, as to these, if she be not satisfied with 
the possession of half the Eastern World, and will 
quarrel about the Northwest coast, she must quar- 
rel with the sanctus sanctissimus of the Holy Alli- 
ance. We cannot bein her way. It is remark- 





able that, though it was well known at the time 
of the Treaty of Ghent that our boundary, as given 
by the treaty of 1783, would not close at the north, 
yet, not a word was said in the Treaty of Ghent 
of that boundary. The English fur trade was 
then conducted shennigh the Lakes and by the St. 
Lawrence. And, though the settlement of Asto- 
ria had been made, I think, in 1810 or 1811, and 
had been taken from us duriog the war, the Eng- 
lish had not yet profited by the enterprise of our 
citizens, and learnt the importance of communi- 
cation to the Pacific by the waters of the West. 
Their trade had not yet taken that course. But 
when the convention of 1818 was formed, they 
had in a measure forsaken the trade by the St. 
Lawrence, and the united Northwest and Hud- 
son’s Bay Companies had established their West- 
ern route to their market in the East. They were, 
therefore, desirous of settling a boundary, which 
would secure to them a port in the Pacific, and 
would have continued, it may be presumed, the 
latitude 49 as the boundary between us beyond 
the Rocky Mountains, if we would have con- 
sented. This would have left to them, undis- 
poe by us, the port of Nootka Sound, their old 

ne of contention with Spain. But we were not 
willing to give this limit to the purchase we had 
made of Louisiana, and therefore, it may have 
been, an article was introduced in the convention 
of 1818, by which it was stipulated, that either 
party might possess himself of stations on the 
Northwest coast, without its being cause of quar- 
rel or evidence of title. But I will not believe 
that this provision was intended by our negotia- 
tors to imply any doubt of our title below the 49th 
degree. An evidence that Great Britain herself 
so understood it is, that, in 1818, she restored to 
us pomannee of our settlement at the mouth of the 
Columbia without the least intimation, in all her 
negotiations on the subject, of any question as to 
our title. ;, 

It isnot then any adverse claim of title in any na- 
tion on earth that we are to fear may produce colli- 
sion. Buttheambition or cupidity of foreign nations 
may lead them to desire a possession offering so 
many advantages as does that of the mouth of 
the Columbia. 

According to official representations on our files, 
the harbor is safe and capacious—accessible to the 
largest merchant vessels—peculiarly defensible. 
The climate is so mild that frost is rare. The 
soil is fruitful, and produces luxuriantly. If such 
a country should be left unoccupied by us, can we 
believe that other nations will respect our title, 
and refrain from occupying it? If they do not, 
and we should learn to-morrow that Spain, or 
Russia, or England, had possessed itself of the 
mouth of the Columbia, what should we do? We 
should then be obliged to assert our right, and de- 
fend the integrity of our territory. We have 
sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and cannot abandon any part of it to any 
other Power. If this be so, I submit, sir, whether 
there is not much more danger that, by neglect- 
ing this fair country, we shall be involved in col- 
lision with some State that covets this possession, 
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than we could be by adopting the measures pro- 
by the bill. aoe : 

The amendment I propose, sir, is to strike out 
the words “and required,” from the 4th line, and 
insert, in place thereof, as follows: “ When, in 
his opinion, it may be consistent with the public 
interest.’ This will render the bill harmless, at 
least it will amount to no more than an appro- 

iation, which will put it in the power of the 

resident to pursue the measures authorized by 
the bill, if he should think them consistent with | 
the public interest. 

r. Matiary, of Vermont, said he was oppos- | 
ed to the proposed amendment. He thought that 
Congress should take the responsibility of direct- 
ing the occupation of the territory, and not place 
it on the President. It was not to be supposed the 
President had more information than is in posses- 
sion of the House. It would be very extraordi- 
nary that this measure should be suffered to pro- 
gress for weeks, and yet some deep reasons of State | 











should remain undiscovered. For one, Mr. M. 
said, he was willing to meet the proper responsi- 
bility of his station, and not cast it off on any 
other department. Mr. M. stated, that he had pre- 
pared an amendment, which he should offer, if 
the one now under consideration should be reject- 
ed. He wished an occupation, by military force | 
only, with some encouragement to settlers. The 

establishment of a civil government was unneces- 
sary until there were people over whom it might 
be exercised. Besides, this course would avoid a | 
considerable expenditure, and would remove some 
objections to the original bill. As it respects the | 
occupation of the territory in question, Mr. M. 
said he was decidedly in its favor. The advant- 
ages it would afford to the fisheries, to commerce, 
and to the fur trade, had been most clearly shown. 
He would only add that, if any encouragement was 
to be given to the prosecution of the latter, now 
certainly was the time. The western part of the 
continent was overrun with traders of almost every 
nation, and shortly that trade would be of little 
value, if not annihilated. We ought promptly to 
secure whatever may fairly belong to us. The pre- 
sent is the proper time to adopt the measure. e 
are at peace with the world. Our means are 
abundant. Should we be hereafter engaged in | 
war, a place of security would be provided for the 
millions of property we should have on the Pa- 
cific. Some thought the measure visionary ; too | 
hazardous for Americans to undertake. How 
often are we reminded of American enterprise ? | 
It is made a constant boast, and yet we appear to 
be alarmed at the idea of occupying our own do- | 
main! Thesmallest nation of Europe would not 
fear the undertaking, yet we are fearful it is be- 
yond our power. Portugal, small as she was, did 
not hesitate to plant her colonies in every part of | 
the world. Russia, with her capital in the centre 
of Europe, enclosed with walls of ice one half of | 











the year, extends her colonies and commerce to | 
every continent, and yet, with all our enterprise, 
we dare not ventyre beyond the Rocky Mountains. 
This subject occupies a great share of: public at- 
tention; it is anxiously looked for—the interest 


and enterprise of the nation requires the adoption 
of the proposed measure. 

Mr. M. observed that an argument had been 
ne into service, in favor of the bill, to which 

e could not give his assent. He alluded to the 
observations of a gentleman from Massachuset 
(Mr. Bay.tes,) who had advocated the bill, in 
which a reference was made to the system of col- 
onization adopted by European Governments. We 
have been told of the wealth which they had ac- 
quired from the colonies; the points of grandeur 
to which they have ascended by the aid derived 
from their foreign dependencies. Mr. M. said, 
such a system could never be adopted by our Gov- 
ernment. It was abhorrent to its first principles. 
The nations of Europe, it is true, have aggrand- 
ized themselves on the spoils plundered from their 
colonies ; but this Government can never employ: 
a Pizarro or an East India Company to desolate 
colonies and conquered countriés to enrich itself 
or its people. Whatever portion of the world we 
may occupy must have the benefit of our institu- 
tions. Its people must have the rights of Ameri- 
can citizens. If wealth is acquired, it can be ob- 
tained only by legitimate means. It becomes a 
a of national wealth, because it is enjoyed 

y 2 portion of the American family. 

It has been urged, in opposition to the bill, that, 
if it succeed, our capital and population would be 
drawn from the United States ; that it would drain 
us of our wealth and deprive us of the benefits of 
the enterprise of our people. Mr. M. said, he 
thought little was to be apprehended from this 
source. If wealth was acquired, it would be of 
course by American citizens. They would prefer 
the enjoyment of it here. It must, from necessity, 
flow into the United States.’ As to dangers re- 
sulting from emigration, they must exist only in 
imagination. We can furnish population for a 
respectable settlement abroad every year, and it 
could never be felt by the nation. Mr. M. said 
his feelings were not much excited by the subject; 
he did not consider it as a question of the first 
magnitude; yet he believed it would afford valua- 
ble facilities to our fisheries, navigation, and com- 
merce; it would afford security and protection to 
a vast amount of property in the event of a war; 
it would secure the possession of that portion of 
our dominion to ourselves, and prevent an en- 
croachment upon it by others. He thought the 
advantages resulting would more than overbalance 
any danger or expense which would follow the 
adoption of the measure, when restricted, as it 
would be, should the amendment, which he had 
suggested, be allowed. 

Mr. Tracy, of New York, said he had had no 
expectation of participating in the discussion of 
this bill, until he heard the remarks of his honora- 
ble colleague, (Mr. Cotpen,) who had just sat 
down ; but the views which this gentleman had 
expressed were so’extended, and, he must be per- 
mitted to say, so extravagant, that he could not 
excuse himself from expressing his dissent from 
them. In common with other members, he had 
thought of the subject under consideration ; but, 
as he had not intended to trouble the House with 
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his views he had never afforded himself one mo- | transformation may be, it was one which must be 
ment’s time to arrange the few and imperfect | produced by thé facts he should disclose. 
ideas which he entertained in relation toit. This! The coast, in the vicinity of the mouth of the 
circumstance, while it would, as Mr. T. hoped, be | Columbia, is high, rugged, and, to use the techni. 
considered as some apol for the uninteresting | cal phrase of sailors, iron-bound. The entrance 
and confused manner of his remarks, would, at | into the river, or rather into the estuary into which 
any rate, afford to the House the comfortable as- | the river disembogues, is difficult and dangerous, 
surance that its patience would not be long detained | owing to the bars or shoals which stretch out from 
in attending to them. Capes Disappointment and Adams, the two points 
Mr. T.said that, although the information which | which form the bay. These shoals approximate 
he d of the country proposed to be occu- | so much as to leave the channel between them too 
pied, was neither extensive nor precise, still he | narrow to allow vessels to pass through with safety, 
ieved it was more correct and valuable than | It is only, therefore, with a fair and free wind that 
any which had been disclosed by the gentlemen | a ship can enter; for, without a leading wind, the 
who had preceded him. This information induced | strong tides which set here, at the rate of five or 
him to think that the importance and utility which | six miles an hour, would strand her on one or the 
had been attached by them, to a settlement at the | other of the capes, as the tide should happen to be 
mouth of the Columbia, to say the least, were ex- | either at flood or ebb. The anchorage within is 
travagantly overrated. He believed that he should | tolerably good, except that the great action of the 
in satisfying the House that there were | tides is caleulated to make the anchors foul, and 
connected with this scheme no objects of national | render much labor necessary to keep the vessel 
advantage, which would justify the very consid- | safe at her moorings. But, as the winds which 
erable expense which the experiment must occa- | prevail on the coast are principally from the west, 
sion; and that the country generally, but pecu- | the difficulty in going out is much greater than 
liarly the mouth of the Columbia, afforded none | that of entering. Vessels in the harbor would 
of an attractions with which the fancy of the | often be detained for weeks before an opportunity 
tleman had decorated it. But, said Mr. T., if | would present for putting to sea. Upon the whole, 
had not thought that this measure involved con- | the harbor must be considered, at all seasons, bad, 
sequences of more importance than the useless | and, during the winter months, almost, if not al- 
waste of a few thousands of dollars, however uto- | together, impracticable. The climate, instead of 
pian the views of its advocates might have ap- | being as I have heard it described, bland and sa- 
peared to me, I should have rested my opposition | lubrious, is bleak and inhospitable. It is true that 
on a silent vote against it; but it does seem to me | deep snows or severe frosts are seldom known, 
that this bill involves principle of great national | during four or five months of the year, but the va- 
consequence—a principle which he was sure this | por arising from the ocean, which is driven by 
House was not prepared to establish, without, at | the constantly prevailing west winds on the high 
least, pausing to reflect on its nature and import- | mountains, is condensed by the cold, and descends 
ance. I allude, said Mr. T., to the principle of | in drenching rains almost unremittingly. A dry 
colonization which is contained in the bill. This | day at this season is a luxury rarely enjoyed, and 
principle of policy, should it now be recognised, | the cheering ray of a sunbeam scarcely ever expe- 
may hereafter be quoted as a precedent for mea- | rienced. As you ascend the river the period of 
sures which will change the condition and nature | the rainy season diminishes, and at the first spurs 
of this Government. Mr. T. said he proposed to | of the Rocky Mountains, a distance of four hun- 
ive his views on this feature of the bill, after he | dred or five hundred miles, it is almost unknown. 
ad first afforded the House the information he | But the climate, owing to this excess of humidity 
of the country, and examined the nature | at one season, and the feeble influence of the sun 
of the advantages which the gentlemen anticipated | in the other, 1s believed, from experiments which 
from its occupation. have been made, to be incapable of nourishing 
It had been his good fortune, Mr. T. observed, | many of the valuable products which are culti- 
to have become acquainted, within the last two or | vated with success in the corresponding latitudes 
three years, with several gentlemen of much in- | of the Atlantic. The attempts which were made 
telligence and candor, who had been at the mouth | to cultivate maize wholly failed ; and, although 
of the Columbia river, some of whom had resided | turnips, cabbages, and some other culinary vege- 
there for a considerable time. It was to conversa- | tables have succeeded, the prospects for wheat, 
tions which he had, at different times with these | rye, oats, &c., are miserable indeed. The face of 
gentlemen, that he was indebted for the informa- | the country, for some distance from the ocean, al- 
tion which he should now afford respecting this | though presenting a strong and deep soil, is rug- 
place and the circumjacent country—it was infor- | ond tole. and covered with impenetrable forests 
mation upon which he was sure the House might | of hemlock, spruce, and white cedar, of prodigious 
implicitly rely, notwithstanding it will go so far | size, and affording the most discouraging prospects 
as to dissipate the pleasing illusions which have | to the settlers. ‘I'he country generally continues 
been indulged of the beauty and fertility of the ‘of this character until you reach the Wallamut 
land of promise—it will indeed change an imagi- | river, which enters the Columbia about one hund- 
nary Eden and a fancied metropolis into a rude | red miles from the sea. In this distance, there are 
and inhospitable wilderness, and an inaccessible | occasionally some small tracts*of alluvial land, 
and dangerous coast; but, disagreeable as this ' which, being level and less burdened with timber, 
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might be more any. fitted for cultivation than 
the broken uplands; but even these are often sub- 
jected to inundation in Summer, when a dissolu- 
tion of the mountain snows swell the river. It is 
true, spots might be found above the reach of high 
water, but they are too insignificant in extent to 
be considered in relation to this object of forming 
a compact and important settlement. There are 
ces along the Columbia where a few families 
might sit down together, but they are not numer- 
ous, nor is there any spot sufficiently large for a 
considerable population throughout the whole tim- 
bered country, which extends a distance of about 
two hundred miles from the sea. Between this 
point and the spurs of the Rocky Mountains, for- 
est trees totally disappear, and nothing larger than 
the common willow is to be seen. This whole 
intervening tract is one of gravel and sand, with 
just soil enough to sustain a scanty covering of 
grass. On the Wallamut, a tract of country of 
moderate extent is found, which affords some ad- 
vantages of soil and climate superior to those 
which have been just mentioned; and it is here, 
and here only, that the least prospects for an agri- 
cultural settlement can be found. 

Mr. Tracy observed that, if the statements 
which he had now furnished to the House were 
correct, and he was sure they were substantially 
so, they must dispel the reveries in which some of 
the advocates of the bill had indulged, of witness- 
ing a new and powerful nation rising up on the 
borders of the Pacific, which should be indebted 
to us for their religion, their institutions, and their 
laws, and which, at no distant day, was largely 
to participate in the blessings and powers of the 
Government which we enjoy. For his own part, 
he was satisfied that no extensive civilized settle- 
ment would or could be made in that country 
within any period of time to which, as rational 
and practical men, we can extend our views. 

Mr. T. said, he should now examine some of 
the advantages which gentlemen anticipated from 
the adoption of the measure. Several gentlemen 
who have advocated the bill, and particularly his 
worthy colleague (Mr. Co.pen) had insisted ver 
much upon thegreat commercial advantages whic 
would be produced by a settlement ; for his part, 
he had not been able to discover them. The pe- 
culiar nature and great value to this country of 
the Northwest trade had been urged, and a stri- 
king illustration of its productiveness afforded. 
He was not disposed to dispute the utility and im- 
portance of this branch of our commerce. He was 
aware that it was one which required small capi- 
tal, and which had returned prodigious profits. 
But he begged gentlemen to recollect that it was 
not so important for them to establish the value 
of this trade as it was to show that its safety and 
success depended upon our taking possession of 
the coast. Unless they can satisfy the House that 
a military occupation of the mouth of the Columbia 
will either promote or protect this traffic, they can 
gain nothing by showing its value and importance. 

r. T. said, he would state a few facts relating to 
this trade, which he hoped would satisfy gentle- 
men, not only that they misapprehended both its 
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character and extent, but that the measure they 
proposed might have a very different effect upon 
it from what they had anticipated. The first trade 
on this coast by our citizens was as early as 1787. 
For some time after this, it was confined to a few 
vessels ; but, as early as 1801, there were fifteen 
American vessels employed in it, a greater num- 
ber than has ever since been engaged. The pres- 
ent number, he understood, was twelve or thirteen 
but this limitation or diminution of the trade had 
not been produced by any difficulties which were 
experienced on the coast, but by the limited sup- 
ply of the article for which alone the trade was 
valuable—he meant the skins of the sea otter. The 
number of these animals was sensibly diminish- 
ing; but the supply had never been obtained from 
the vicinity of the Columbia river, but much fur- 
ther North, and within the undisputed limits of 
Russian territory. No gentleman had succeeded 
in showing that a settlement at the mouth of the 
river would facilitate or increase this trade. We 
now enjoy all the advantage for this commerce, 
which we have a right either to expect or demand. 
It cannot be materially extended, for the suppl 
of the article in which it principally consists is 
limited and diminishing. Besides, said Mr. T., 
what effect could the small garrison which it is 
proposed to place there, have in increasing or fa- 
cilitating our trade with the natives? Its influ- 
ence would be to produce on their minds jealousy 
and apprehension ; and, instead of promoting the 
friendly intercourse which now exists, in all prob- 
ability it would destroy it. I object altogether, 
said Mr. T., to the principle of extending our mil- 
itary posts beyond the pale and protection of our 
civilized population. Its effect is to expose our 
troops to dangers from which they cannot be re- 
lieved, and to provoke cruel and expensive wars 
with the Indians. Military posts should be placed 
for the purpose of protecting an existing frontier 
population, but not for the purpose of attracting 
our population to an exposed situation. Its natu- 
ral tendency is to diffuse. Its limits are already 
sufficiently large; as it becomes more dense, it 
will extend them ; but it is not the true policy of 
the Government to invite its dispersion. 

It was for these reasons, said Mr. T., that I op- 
posed the Yellow Stone expedition, in which op- 
position I was happy in having the concurrence 
of the gentleman who introduced this bill, and yet 
the destination of that expedition was within the 
circle of civilization. I might almost say in the 
bosom of the nation, when compared with the 
mouth of the Columbia river. As respects the 
advantages of the settlement for our whale fishery, 
Mr. Tracy said he did not pretend to be so com- 

tent to judge as many others. He believed, 

owever, that the whale fishery had not been 
prosecuted to any great extent as high up on the 
coast as latitude 46, the mouth of the Columbia; 
but, admitting that it shall be so, he could not 
perceive what assistance or advantage the whale- 
men could derive from a defenceless and destitute 
settlement. The harbor, he had already shown, 
was not such a one as it was desirable to frequent, 
and it was evident the country was not likely to 
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supply any of those comforts or necessaries which 
might render a port desirable to those who were 
engaged in so difficult and dangerous pursuits. 
But, another reason, which more than all the 
others satisfied him that a military position on 
the coast was not important for commercial pur- 
was the fact that it had not been asked for 
any portion of our mercantile community. 
he merchants of this country, as they are the 
most enterprising, so he believed they were the 
most astute class of our citizens—the first to dis- 
cover their true interests, and the loudest to claim 
protection in the enjoyment of them. If such 
splendid advantages are to be realized from this 
measure, it is incredible that they should have 
escaped the attention of those who would have 
been most likely to have discovered them, and 
who certainly will be the most sure to be benefit- 
ed by them. 

Another important inducement which is urged 
for the adoption of this measure, is the influence 
which a settlement on the coast would have to 
quiet the preposterous claims, and prevent the dan- 
gerous encroachments of the Russian Govern- 
ment. The gentleman had dwelt much on the 
extravagant and ridiculous pretensions which had 
been advanced by the Russian Minister in his cor- 
respondence with our Government on the subject 
of this country. Mr. T. said, that he believed no 
gentleman could entertain a serious apprehension 
that the Emperor of Russia had ever thought of 
enforcing these pretensions. He believed they 
were the abstract speculations of a diplomatist, 
who had no object in presenting them but to 
amuse his master by his ingenuity, and to show 
his own adroitness in defending fanciful titles to 
wild and unoccupied territory. To suppose that 
the Russian Emperor ever contemplated exercis- 


ing exclusive sovereignty over the wide ocean be- | 


tween the,American coast and Asia, was to sup- 
pose him a madman. Any step which he shall 
take to enforce this most absurd and unjust pre- 
tension, can be regarded as nothing less than an 
act of direct hostility against us; but it will be 
an act which a pitiful garrison at the mouth of 
the Columbia can neither avert nor avenge. 

The anticipation which the advocates of the 
bill had indulged of seeing the trade of this coun- 
try and of Europe with the East Indies con- 
ducted across the American continent, he feared 
would never be realized. Mr. T. said that his 
residence was at an important point, on the route 
which his colleague had designated for this com- 
merce, and, of course, no one could feel a stronger 
wish for the realization of those views than he 
did; but, he must confess, they were too sublima- 
ted for his imagination. A commerce which was 
to be conducted from New York by the great 
canal to the lakes; from thence to the Mississippi, 
and up to the rapid and unnavigable Missouri for 
several thousand miles; across the inhospitable 
and almost rocky mountains; down a most tur- 
bulent and obstructed river, to the shore of the 
Pacific, and thence across the ocean many thou- 
sand miles, presented to his mind difficulties and 
obstacles which were not easy to be surmounted. 





Until the knowledge of shipbuilding was lost 
and the art of navigation forgotten, he could not 
believe that a connexion of this nature would be 
substituted for the present easy, though perhaps 
circuitous, intercourse with India. Sir, said Mr, 
T., when we reflect that the interposition of the 
narrow Isthmus of Suez, between the Mediterra- 
nean and the Red sea, although nothing but a 
level plain, has interrupted the former intercourse 
with India, and has for ages turned the whole 
commerce of Europe with that country into a 
circuitous voyage of many thousand miles, how 
can we fancy that we shall ever overcome the 
infinitely greater obstacles which are presented in 
this imaginary project? To my mind, sir, no 
scheme can appear more visionary than that of 
an internal commerce between the Hudson and 
the Columbia. The God of nature has inter. 
posed obstacles to this connexion, which neither 
the enterprise nor science of this or any other age 
can overcome. 

Mr. T. said, that his colleague seemed to con- 
sider the improbability that this occupation would 
bring us in collision with any of the European 
Powers who claim territory on the coast, afforded 
an argument in favor of the measure. He had en- 
tered into a considerable investigation of their 
rights and claims to show that this settlement 
could not interfere with any of them. Mr. T. 
said, that he was ready to admit, that neither Eng- 
land, Spain, nor Russia, had the right, or probably 
would have the disposition to complain of the 
measure. But, he was sorry that his colleague 
had forgotten, that, although neither of these na- 
tions had a right to object, there was a people who 
had. He alluded to the present inhabitants, and 
true proprietors of the country. The Indians of 
that coast, he had heard, were numerous and 
warlike, and he did not believe they would re- 
gard, with oer a military establishment 
among them. He had no doubt but it would in- 
volve us in awar with them. It was probable we 
might succeed in subjugating, perhaps in extermi- 
nating them, but it could only be done at a con- 
siderable expense of blood andtreasure. Anda con- 
quest, under such circumstances, would redound 
but little to the glory of this nation. Mr. T. said, 
that he would not undertake to say how far the 
rights and necessities of civilized man, might jus- 
ti Senay in encroaching on the cultivated, though 
indisputable possessions of the barbarian ; but, a 
would say, that no humane heart could be disposed 
to add, to the long catalogue of injuries which 
this nation has inflicted upon the aborigines of the 
country, a wanton and exterminating war with 
this unoffending and remote people. His mind 
revolted at the thought of renewing with them 
that system of fraud and violence, by which he 
feared too great a share of our possessions had been 
acquired. Nothing but an urgent necessity could 
induce him to support a measure calculated to pro- 
duce this result. 

I have, said Mr. T. consumed so much more 
time than I intended in examining the advantages 
which gentlemen have promised from the adoption 
of the bill, that I shall but briefly notice what I 
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consider its most important and interestin feature. 
I mean the principle of colonization, which its pas- 
sage will establish. To be sure, it has been in- 
sisted that this bill does not contemplate a colonial 
establishment, inasmuch as the territory proposed 
to be settled, is within the nominal limits of this 
country. . This circumstance cannot vary the char- 
acter of the establishment. Indeed, almost every 
colony which has been planted by an European 
nation, was upon territory which belonged, or at 
least was claimed to belong to the nation. Its be- 
ing or not being a colony, does not depend upon 
its location. Will not this settlement, if it shall 
be made, be a dependency on this Government? 
Must it not be founded at its expense, supported 
by its money, protected by its power, and sustained 
by its resources? Will it not be governed by an 
Saeontive which it has no influence in creating, 
and controlled by the acts of a Legislature, in 
whose councils it cannot participate? It so, what- 
ever name it may assume, it is, to all purposes, a 
colony. Indeed, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Bayties,) who spoke some days ago, 
was so well convinced of this fact, that he consid- 
ered it necessary to enter into an elaborate and 
learned argument in favor of the colonial systems 
of Europe. I shall not:attempt to follow him 
through it; but his speech, although ingenious 
and eloquent, failed to convince me that the peo- 
ple of any nation of Europe had experienced ad- 
vantages from colonies, to the extent which he 
a much less, that the adoption of that 
policy would be beneficial to the people of this 
country. 

Mr. T. said he would not extend his remarks, 
by demonstrating that the possession of colonial 
dependencies was inconsistent with the genius of 
this Government and the republican nature of 
our institutions. Its influence upon them must be 
apparent to every mind. For his own part, he 
should look at no event with greater apprehension 
and regret, than one which should shee under 
the control of our National Government, exten- 
sive colonial dependencies. He should consider 
such an event to be intimately associated with its 
destruction, or at least with the prostration of that 
liberty, for the protection of which, alone, we can 
wish the Government to exist. Against this view 
of the colonial character of the establishment, it 
has been urged that, should it be made, the rapid 
emigration to it would soon exalt it from an hum- 
ble colonial condition, and entitle it to claim to 
admission into this Union “on an equal footing 
with the original States.” This event, said Mr. 
T., if the views I have offered of the country are 
in any degree correct, cannot be rationally antici- 
pated. But if it shall happen, in what condition 
will this country be placed? Can any legislator 
seriously think of extending its limits four thou- 
sand miles west of the mouth of the Missouri ? 
Does any one believe that such an extension can 
be made, without parting the chain of our Union ? 
Elastic as I believe this chain to be, it cannot be 
stretched from the Atlantic, across the Rocky 
Mountains, to the Pacific, without breaking ! Gen- 
tlemen may indulge in the speculative benevo- 
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lence of extending the blessings of our happy Gov- 
ernment to the uttermost ends of the earth. So 
far as feelings of philanthropy and freedom are 
concerned, I go with them ; one I cannot believe 
that the people of the Atlantic and the Pacific can 
ever be brought under the banners of the same 
Government, consistent with the interests or hap- 
piness of either; nature has fixed limits for our 
nation; she has kindly interposed as our Western 
barrier, mountains almost inaccessible, whose base 
she has skirted with irreclaimable deserts of sand. 
This barrier our population can never pass—if it 
does, it becomes the people of a new world, whose 
connexions, whose feelings, and whose interests, 
are not with us, but with our antipodes. 

Mr. Woop, of New York, said the first question 
that occurs on this proposition, as on the intro- 
duction of every measure of public policy, is, what 
benefit is to result from it? The gentlemen who 
have advocated this bill, said he, have given us 
an interesting view of our trade in the Pacific 
ocean, and on the Northwest coast. If it is as 
vaiuable as they have represented it to be, and I 
have no doubt of the correctness of the represen- 
tation, I hope they will not suffer themselves to 
be seduced by a glowing imagination or benevo- 
lent feelings, into the adoption of a measure that 
is directly calculated, in its operation, to divest us 
of it. They have drawn a splendid picture of the 
rrogress of improvement, and of the future desti- 
nies of the new State, whose foundations are to 
be laid by this bill—the change of a wilderness 
into cultivated fields—the transformation of sav- 
ages into civilized and polished citizens—the erec- 
tion of civil society and civil institutions, with 
all the arts that improve and adorn society, on a 
soil that has heretofore been the theatre of barba- 
rous manners and barbarous rites, are pleasing 
ideas; they interest the imagination, and are in 
accordance with the best feelings of the heart; 
but they are not safe guides in legislation. 

Sir, is there any necessity for a measure of this 
kind? Is our jurisdiction over the country dis- 
puted? No such thing. Have our merchants 
petitioned for it? Have ve represented such a 
measure to be necessary for their protection or for 
any other purpose? There is nota single petition 
upon your table on the subject, from any quarter. 

he measure is not called for by any great public 
interest ; it is proposed merely as a measure of 
national policy, and is to be tested as all measures 
of that nature are, by its bearings on the public 
interests. Is it, then, the interest of the United 
States to incur the expense and risk the conse- 
quences of a military occupation and forced set- 
tlement of the country on the Columbia river? 
Will the contemplated settlement afford an ade- 
quate indemnification ? 

We are urged to this enterprise in consequence 
of our legal jurisdiction over the country. Is it 
contemplated to embrace the settlement as a mem- 
ber of aur Union ?#The distance between us ren- 
ders that impracticable. The proposed measure 
must therefore result in the establishment either 
of a colony or an independent State; neither of 
which, in my judgment, can be of any benefit to 
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the United States. Colonies are of little import-| new State of Columbia to the United States? 
ance to any but manufacturing nations. They | They are too remote to derive any benefit from 
require a constant supply of manufactured goods, | political connexions—will any benefit result from 
and will, without restraint, seek for supplies from | commercial intercourse? Trade must be of y 
the nation that-will afford them on the best terms. | limited extent between States situated in the same 
How could the United States undertake to supply | climate, and in the same stage of improvement: 
the necessities of a growing colony, when, for they will abound in the same productions, and 
many years to come, without diverting their cap- | will want the same supplies. An extensive com. 
ital to manufacturing establishments, they will 
utterly unable to supply their own wants? The fitable between countries, situated in different cli- 
liberation of Spanish America from the restraints mates, whose productions are dissimilar; or be- 
of the colony system, has created an extensive de- | tween States in different stages of improvement— 
mand for manufactures. Are we in a condition manufacturing States and infant colonies, whose 
to avail ourselves of it? Has not the principal | productions consist of raw materials. 
advantage of the change resulted to Great Brit- The United States and the State of Columbia 
ain? And is not the greater part of what we, lie in the same climate, will be nearly in the same 
export there, the product of the workshops of that state of improvement, will abound in the same 
nation ? _ productions, and need the same supplies; there 

Is the profit we derive from the trade much _ will be no tie of mutual interest to bind them to- 
more than the compensation for carriage, and gether; no inducement to a commercial inter- 
would not the freight of the goods carried to the course. After they have become capable by your 
new colony be the sole benefit that we should de- | fostering care, and at your expense, of self: sub- 
rive from it; and would not this be very incon- | sistence, and self-government, they ‘will pursue 
siderable in amount, liable to be lessened or lost! such course and form such connexions as their 
by competition, and to result in the extension of | interests and local situation may dictate. Even 

British manufactures, British commerce, and Bri-| the benefit of the freight of European goods, 
tish navigation ? which might result to the United States during 

It is alleged that the European nations have de- the miaority of the colony, would be lost the mo- 
rived great advantages from planting colonies. ment they became emancipated, and in a condi- 

This is readily admitted, but the situation of Eng- | tion to make a better bargain with Great Britain, 
land, France, Spain, and Portugal, in the seven- | Spain, or any other manufacturing nation. 
teenth century, was very different from that of the| In such a case the establishment would, with 

United States at present ; they were full of people, | regard to European commerce, become contribu- 
and had laid the foundations of manufacturing | tory to the extension of the manufactures, com- 
establishments, and were in a condition to carry | merce, and navigation of other nations. 
them to any extent, for the supply of their col-, A voyage to the United States will occupy 
onists. | from five to eight months—a voyage to Acapulco, 

To insure their growth, they established the | Coquimbo, or Valparaiso, may be performed in 
colony system; they confined the trade of their | half the time, and will afford a better market for 
colonies ey to the mother countries. The the productions of their soil; these will therefore 
colonists were inhibited from any intercourse with | be carried there, while the produce of the sea and 
other nations, and contributed much to enlarge | the fur trade will be carried to China. 
the manufactures, commerce, and navigation, of | Again, sir, the settlement, if it should succeed 
their mother countries. The colony system is a| and become an independent State, will be com- 
system of oppression ; it reduces the olnen to po- | posed of those enterprising citizens who have ex- 
litical slavery ; for, however free the individuals plored the Pacific ocean from the South to the 
may be, the State is in chains. It was by monop-| North pole, and who are conversant with its fish- 
olizing the trade of their colonies, therefore, that | eries and the fur trade; and the moment they are 
the European nations have rendered them benefi- | able will engross the whole. Thus, by the growth 
cial to themselves. | of the settlement of Columbia river, the United 

The United States are not at liberty to adopt | States will forever lose a portion of their most 
that system; it constituted one item in the long! enterprising citizens, and will jeopardize a portion 
catalogue of grievances which provoked the Revo- | of their European carrying trade—the valuable 
lution, and is abhorrent to the principles of our| commerce of the Pacific ocean, and all the rev- 
political institutions. | enue derived from it. 

In analogy with the course observed, in relation| I may add, as further objections to the enter- 
to the Territories of the United States, as soon as | prise, the expense with which it must be attended— 
the people of the new settlement were capable of | the danger of its provoking Indian hostilities—the 
self-government, the United States would be bound | evils arising from draining our population from 
to emancipate them. ‘| the frontier settlements, and the mischievous ef- 











Sir, the operation of the bill will then be the | fect this would have in retarding the progress of 


erection of an independent Sgate. Will this re-| cultivation and improvements in the new States. 
sult in any advantage to the United States? In-| To effect the settlement, a communication by 
dependent States are upon an equality; inter-| land would be indispensable; a chain of military 
course between them is regulated by mutual in-| posts must be extended from St. Louis to Colum- 
terest. What inducement of interest will bind the | bia river; a strong fortification must be erected at 


merce can only exist, and become mutually pro: 
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some convenient place on the river; and a re- 
sctable naval force must be maintained there 

for the security of the settlement. It would be- 

come a source of great and increasing expense, 

incom | greater than the amount of rev- 

enue Taste from our trade in that ocean, and 

probably greater than the profits of the trade to 

the country. It is not reasonable to suppose all 

this can be effected without alarming the fears 

and exciting the jealousy of the Indian nations 

on both sides of the Rocky Mountains, and with- 

out encountering the risk of an Indian war, and 

endangering the _ and safety of our frontier 

settlements, as well as the settlement at Columbia 

river. The emigration from our interior settle- 

ments would probably be considerable ; this would 

invite aggression and lessen their capacity for de- | 
fence, and must contribute to retard the progress 

of cultivation and of every species of social and 

moral improvement. 

‘These considerations have produced a convic- 
tion in my mind that the operation of the bill will 
be destructive of the true interests of the United 
States, and ought not to be passed. 

I will barely add, that whenever it shall be 
deemed proper to encourage a settlement in that 
part of the country, in my humble opinion, the 
most eligible course will be to suffer a company to 
occupy it,.to extinguish the Indian title, to form 
a settlement, and, as soon as they are able, to form 
an independent representative government; but I 
am persuaded the longer this is delayed the better. 

r. Cotpen, after a brief reply to some re- 


of the United States: And ided aiso, That this 
allowance of land shall not be made after the e 

tion of six years from the time the Indian title shall 
have been extinguished as aforesaid. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent be, and he is hereby, authorized to open a port 
of entry within and for said Territory, whenever he may 
deem the public good may require it, and appoint 
such officers as may be necessary for the same; after 
which the revenue laws of the United States shall ex- 
tend to, and be in force in, said Territory. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
of sixty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to carry into effect the provisions of this 
act, out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

This amendment being read, the bill, was or- 
dered to lie on the table; and then the House ad- 
journed. 





Tuespay, January 14. 


Mr. Sreruine, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Daniel Seward,” reported the same, with- 
out amendment, and the bili was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STERLING, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to remit the instalments 
due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the State 
of Illinois; which was read twice, and committed 


| to the Committee of the whole House to which is 


marks which had dropped from gentlemen oppo- | committed the bill to establish an additional Land 


sed to the bill, renewed his motion to amend as 
above stated, which he had withdrawn, to give 


gentlemen an opportunity of presenting their views | 


on the principles contained therein; and, the ques- 
tion being then, there were in favor of his amend- 
ment 48, against it 54. 

So the motion was negatived. 

Mr. Mattary then moved to amend tle bill by 
inserting, after the enacting clause, the following: 


That the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and required to occupy that por- 
tion of the territory of the Vinited States situated on 
the Pacific Ocean, north of the forty-second degree of 
north latitude, and west of the Rocky Mountains, 
with a military force, and to cause a suitable fort to be 
erected on the Oregon river, in the region of tide water ; 
which tracts of country in this section described is 
hereby declared to be the Territory of Oregon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered, 
as soon as it may be done on reasonable terms, to ex- 
tinguish the Indian title to a tract of country not ex- 
ceeding thirty miles square, which shall include the 
place selected for said fort. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall | 


be allowed to each actual settler, being the head of a 
family, who shall remove to said Territory with his 
family, 320 acres of land; and to an unmarried man, 
between 18 and 45 years of age, who shall establish 
himself in said Territory, and pursue any mechanic art, 


or cultivate the ground therein, 200 acres: Provided, 
That no person shall be entitled to the allowance of 


land made by this section, unless he shall be a citizen 








Office in the Territory of Michigan. 

Mr. SLoane, from the Committee of Elections, 
reported that “ Joseph M. Hernandez appears to 
have been duly elected a delegate to represent the 
Territory of Florida in the Seventeenth Congress 
of the United States; and, as such, is entitled to 
a seat in this House ;”’ which report was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. Vance submitted the following resolution, 
| which was ordered to lie on the table: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- 
structed to lay befcre this House a statement showing 
what contracts for surveying the lands of the United 
States in Missouri, Illinois, and Arkansas, have been 
made, by the Surveyor General thereof, since the year 
1817; with whom made ; for what quantities; to whom 
the payments therefor were made in each case; also, 
whether the surveying were actually performed by the 
original contractors, in person, or by others, under sub- 
contracts; if by others, at what price, per mile, the 
sub-contractors performed the work in each case ; also, 
| the difference, if any, between the amount paid by the 
| United States for such surveying, and the amount re- 


ceived by the actual surveyors of the land. 


| lowing resolution, which was read, and laid on 


| the table one day, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate to this House what progress has been 
made towards the completion of the military road lead- 
ing from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor, in the State 
of New York; how much of said road remains unfin- 


Mr. Sreruine, of New York, submitted the fol- 
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ished; the probable expense of completing the same; 
and, also, any information in his possession showing 
the importance of said road in a military point of view. 

On motion of Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, 
the Committee on the Judiciary were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of continuing in 
force the act to provide for the reports of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
approved March 3, 1817. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, of South Carolina, 
the House went into consideration of the report in 
the case of Samuel Wharton, of the State of South 
Carolina, who claims compensation for services 
rendered, under the direction of the marshal of 
that State, in taking the census for 1820. 

Mr. Tucker moved to strike from the resolu- 
tion appended to the report the word “ not,” so as 
to reverse the report ; which, after some debate, in 
which Mr. T. bore the principal part, was decided 
in the affirmative; and the report was then re- 
committed to the Committee of Claims, to re- 
port a bill in conformity with the resolution as 
amended. ° 

Mr. Foyp rose to state that, as the amendment 
yesterday proposed to his bill was of some length, 
requiring examination by members before acting 
on it, intimating that he was disposed to favor the 
amendment; and, as the information which had 
been asked from the Executive on this subject 
had not been received, he should not at present, 
nor for a few days to come, call up again his 
Mouth-of-Columbia bill. 

On motion of Mr. McCoy, the bill, entitled “An 
act in addition to‘An act for the more prompt 
settlement of public accounts, and for the eitek 
ment of the crime of perjury,” was read, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, of Illinois, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
quiring all payments of money out of the Treasury of 
the United States to be paid directly from the Trea- 
sury, to the party entitled to receive it, where such 
mode of payment may not be detrimental to the public 
interest. 

In offering this resolution— 

Mr. Cook said he had but a few words to say 
in support of the resolution. The amount of 
money that passed into the hands of disbursing 
officers was eery great, and the number of those 
officers was multiplied to an unnecessary extent. 
The object of the resolution, he said, was to dis- 
continue tne practice of placing in the hands of 
those officers all moneys that it was not necessary 

to the public interest to confide to them. He be- 
lieved that the list of public defaulters was greatly 
swelled by the number of disbursing officers who 
had been faithless in making their disbursements. 
If the individuals who were entitled to money out 
of the Treasury, for services rendered to the Gov- 
ernment, could be supplied with drafts on the 
Treasury, they would, in most instances, prefer 
them to the money, particularly in distant parts of 
the Union; and, if oe should be some slight in- 
convenience to such persons, the door that such a 
practice would close against official fraud and 


| ulation would more than make amends for jt 

The effect that the present mode of paying out the 
public money through disbursing agents had upon 
the public morals, was highly deleterious; and jf 
the interest of individuals could be properly pro- 
vided for, and at the same time remove the tem 
tations now so frequently held out to public off- 
cers to betray the confidence reposed in then, jt 
would be an important point gained. That some 
measure could be adopted, which would greatly 
protect the Treasury against such abuses as had 
so repeatedly happened of late years, he had no 
doubt; and no committee was better able to de. 
vise that measure than the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill to provide for pro- 
curing the necessary surveys and estimates for 
certain roads and canals. 


[This bill proposes to provide, “ That the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to cause the 
necessary surveys, plans, and estimates, to be made 
for a national road from the City of Washington to 
that of New Orleans; and for canals, from the harbor 
of Boston, to the south, along the Atlantic seacoast; 
and to connect the waters of the Ohio above, with 
those below the falls at Louisville ; Lake Erie with the 
Ohio river, and the tide-waters of the Pofomac with 
the same stream at Cumberland, designating what 
parts may be made capable of sloop navigation; and 

| for communications between the Susquehanna and 
| the rivers Seneca and Genesee, which empty into 
Lake Ontario; and between the Tennessee and S8a- 
vannah, and between the Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Tombigbee rivers; and for such other routes for roads 
| and canals as he may deem of national importance in 
| a commercial or military point of view. The surveys, 
| plans, and estimates, for each, when completed, to be 
laid before Congress. 

Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, to carry 
into effect the objects of this act, the President be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to employ two skilful civil 

| engineers, and such officers of the corps of engineers, 
or who may be detailed to do duty with that corps, as 
| he may think proper; and the sum of dollars be, 
| and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out 
| of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated.”’] 
The bill having been read— 
| Mr. Stewart proposed an amendment to the 
| detail of the bill. 
' Mr. Cocke requested Mr. Stewart to with- 
' draw his amendment for the present ; for, he said, 
| he should like to hear from the gentleman who 
| reported it some reasons to satisfy the House of 
the utility of this measure. He wished, before 
| proceeding to amend the bill, to be satisfied of the 
correctness of its principle. He wished the gen- 
tleman also to show the power which this House 
has to pass this bill. 

Mr. STEWART consented to withdraw his amend- 
ment for the present. 

Mr. }1empuiLt then proposed an amendment to 

| the detail of the bill. 
| Mr. Barsour (Speaker) rose to make a mo- 
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tion, the object of which, he said, was to test at 
once the principle of this bill. This motion was 
to strike out the first section of the bill. He did 

ot to enter into a discussion of the prin- 
ci “0 the bill. The subject has been so much 
discussed in this House and this nation, that he 
took it for granted Congress was prepared to de- 
termine at once whether it would or would not 
commence a system of internal improvement. 
This bill, Mr. B. said, was the means whereby to 
attain that end, the object of it being to cause sur- 
veys and estimates to be made with a view to that 
end. It could not be necessary, he said, for him 
to remark, that the House pr not to pass this 
bill, unless it was disposed to commence and 

rosecute a system of internal improvement. Be- 
ing decidedly of the opinion, which he had long 
entertained, that this House has no Constitutional 
power on this head, and that the attempt to exer- 
cise it would give rise to feuds and jars among 
the members of the Confederacy ; being opposed 
to the establishment of a system of internal im- 
ponent and considering the measure proposed 

y that bill as a means to that end, he moved to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Upon this motion being announced— 

Mr. Hempui tt rose, and addressed the Chair as 
follows : 

Mr. Chairman: It was my intention to offer 
some remarks in favor of the present bill at some 
stage of its progress, and I thank the honorable 

entleman from Tennessee (Mr. Cocke) for af- 
ording me this early opportunity, by calling on 
me to state the reasons why the measure recom- 
mended should be adopted, and to show that Con- 
gress possess the power finally to accomplish this 
object. I cheerfully comply, as I consider the 
measure of as high concern to this country as any 
other which could be introduced here for discus- 
sion. It is equally interesting to the present gen- 
eration and to posterity ; 1t contains nothing that 
is either new or romantic; it is a subject which, 
on many occasions, has received the consideration 
of Congress, and it is one which never will be 
abandoned—nothing but success can terminate its 
repeated debates on this floor. The importance of 
it is universally acknowledged ; indeed we cannot 
read of improvements, even in foreign countries, 
without being infinitely gratified. Great works, 
of a permanent character, are every where ad- 
mired, and yet it seems extraordinary that any 
thing like a general system of improvements has 
to encounter, in the beginning, a powerful opposi- 
tion. It is not a century since the erection of toll 
gates was spiritedly resisted in England; and, if 
my recollection is correct, it is less than thirty 
years since the first turnpike road in the United 
States, from Philadelphia to Lancaster, was vio- 
lently opposed. 

The local jealousies and prejudices which are 
so fatal to improvements have entirely subsided in 
England, as respects both roads and canals; and 
there is now scarcely a spot in that island which 
is not within a reasonable distance of a water 
transportation along canals. 

The immense undertaking in the State of New 
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York, which would do honor to any age or na- 
tion, had similar prejudices to overcome; but I 
sincerely hope that we have now arrived at a 
riod in which there is a concurrence of opition 
among a large majority of the people on this in- 
teresting subject. 

I will not, Mr. Chairman, detain the Commit- 
tee, by going into any tedious detail on the capa- 
city of the country for improvements. There isa 
general knowledge on this subject, which we all 
equally possess; waters, we know, may be con- 
nected by short portages in instances innumera- 
ble; the country (if I may be allowed the expres- 
sion) can be converted into convenient islands, 
each containing a capacity within itself of water 
communications, traversing in almost every di- 
rection. 

Our general knowledge on this subject is derived 
from various sources; from the valuable maps of 
the country, and in some instances from actual 
surveys; from reports made by the heads of De- 
partments; from various reports in the Senate and 
this House, and from proceedings and writings in 
many of the States. I will trouble the Commit- 
tee with the reading only of a single extract from 
one document—I mean the President’s Message 
accompanying his rejection of the Cumberland 
Road bill. (Mr. H. then read as follows:) 

“I think I may venture to affirm, that there is no 
part of our globe, comprehending so many degrees of 
latitude on the main ocean, and so many degrees of 
longitude into the interior, that admits of such great 
improvement, and at so little expense. The Atlantic 
on the one side, and the lakes, forming almost inland 
seas, on the other, separated by high mountains, which 
rise in the valley of the St. Lawrence and terminate 
in that of the Mississippi, traversing from North to 
South almost the whole interior, with innumerable 
rivers on every side of these mountains, some of vast 
extent, many of which take their sources near to each 
other, give the great outline.” 


It is the design of the bill to obtain accurate in- 
formation, with plans and estimates, for the pur- 
pose of commencing a general system of internal 
improvement. The committee which reported the 
bill, at the last session, selected some of the most 
prominent objects, leaving a discretionary power 
with the President to cause plans and estimates 
to be made in any other places which he might 
deem important, in a commercial or military point 
of view. 

This is a part of the subject which will present 
difficulties and create local jealousies; as every 
portion of the country cannot apparently be ben- 
efited alike. But such obstacles must be subdued 
by the good sense and dispassionate deliberation 
of those in power. It will, however, be recollect- 
ed, that the object now is merely to obtain infor- 
mation to enable a future Congress to say when 
and where the works shall be commenced. 

Many improvements have been made by the 
States, and many more, doubtless, will be made; 
but the great and national objects never can pe 


— by the States. They must be performed ” 


y the General Government, or never come into 
existence. The President, in his Message, has 
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very forcibly illustrated this view of the subject. 
It isas follows : 

“ It cannot be doubted that improvements for great 
national purposes would be better made by the Na- 
tional Government, than by the governments of the 
several States. Our experience prior to the adoption 
of the Constitution, demonstrated that, in the exer- 
cise, by the individual States, of most of the powers 
granted to the United States, a contracted rivalry of 
interest and misapplied jealousy of each other, had an 
important influence on all their measures, to the great 
injury of the whole. This was practically exemplified 
by the regulations which they severally made of their 
commerce with foreign nations and with each other. 
yan this utter incapacity in the State governments, 
P ding from these and other causes, to act as a 
nation and to perform all the duties which a nation 
owed to itself, under any system which left the Gen- 
eral Government dependent on the States, which pro- 
duced the transfer of these powers to the United 
States, by the establishment of the present Constitu- 
tion. The reasoning which was applicable to the 
grant of any of the powers now vested in Congress, 
is likewise so, at least to a certain extent, to that in 
question. It is natural that the States, individually, 
in making improvements, should look to their partic- 
ular and local interests. The members composing 
their respective Legislatures represent the people of 
each State only, and might not feel themselves at lib- 
erty to look at objects in these respects beyond that 
limit. If the resources of the Union were to be brought 
into operation under the direction of the State Assem- 
blies, or in concert with them, it may be apprehended 
that every measure would become the object of nego- 
tiation, or bargain, or barter, much to the disadvantage 
of the system, as well as discredit of both govern- 
ments. But Congress would look to the whole, and 
make improvements to promote the welfare of the 
whole. 

‘*It is the peculiar felicity of the proposed amend- 
ment, that, while it will enable the United States to 
accomplish every national object, the improvements 
made with that view will eminently promote the wel- 
fare of the individual States, who may also add such 
others as their own particular interests may require.” 


Nothing can be more judicious and enlightened 
than the remarks of the President throughout, in 
favor of the expediency of commencing improve- 
ments by the General Government. 


Roads, to be made by the General Government, 
would be but few, and these leading to the ex- 
tremities of the Union ; and such others as may 
be necessary for military purposes. We have a 
road over the Alleghany mountain, to the West, 
which can be extended to the Mississippi; and it 
appears to me that it would be exceedingly useful 
to have a road to the southwest, leading from the 
city of Washington to New Orleans. The dis- 
tance would be about one thousand miles. Of the 
expense I can form no estimate. I presume that 
the greater part of the way, a good road could be 
made without being turnpiked. But the greatest 
aid required of the General Government would be 
in making canals, and improving the beds of 
rivers, 


The difference in the expense between land and 
water carriage is almost inconceivable. A barrel 
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of flour can be carried from Philadelphia to Eng- 
land for half a dollar, three thousand miles; but 
to Pittsburg, along a turnpike road, about a tenth 
art of the distance, it would cost five dollars,. 
he same proportion, nearly, would be experienced 
as to the carriage of cotton, iron, hemp, tobacco, 
and all bulky articles, as well as in the case of 
many manufactured articles. The reason of the 
vast difference in the expense of carriage, by roads 
and canals, Mr. Fulton told us, is obvious to 
every one who will take the trouble to reflect, 
that, on a road of the best kind, four horses, and 
sometimes five, are necessary to transport only 
three tons; but on a canal, one horse will draw 
twenty-five tons, and thus perform the work of 
forty horses; the saving being in the value of the 
horses, the feeding, wagons, and attendance. 

There is an interesting detail on the subject of 
canals in a number of a late Edinburgh Encyelo- 
pedia, which I am sorry is not in the Library. 
A history is there given of the rise and progress 
of all canals that are known of in the world. 
The people of England, after experiencing their 
advantages, are astonished at the delay that had 
taken place before their commencement. 

In the beginning of the reign of George III. 
the first charter was granted to the Duke of 
Bridgewater ; and this canal yields now £80,000 
per annum; and such was the rapid growth of 
canals in England, after knowing their benefits, 
that George III. lived to see more than a hundred 
completed. If the Government had participated 
in the profits arising from canals, it would have 
added to herresources an immense revenue. We 
should take advantage of the oversight of Eng- 
land in this respect, and engage in works of util- 
ity, by which the best interests of the citizens 
will be promoted, and the revenue of the country 
permanently increased. The book I have alluded 
to, states that more than 2,400 miles of canalling 
have been completed, and that scarcely any dis- 
trict of country is more than fifteen miles from a 
water communication. Since then, the Caledo- 
nian canal has been finished, opening a commu- 
nication between the eastern and western seas, 
thereby avoiding the dangerous navigation of the 
Pentland Frith, or the channel. This is a work 
of magnitude, resembling, and perhaps superior, 
to the canal of of Languedoc, in France, which 
joins the ocean with the Mediterranean. The 
royal canal from Canton to Pekin, is 825 miles 
long. But what appears to me to be more extra- 
ordinary, and worthy of admiration is, that Hol- 
land; with a population of one-third of that of 
a has expended more than three hundred 
millions of pounds sterling in publie improve- 
ments. 

I beg leave here to call the attention of the 
Committee to the prices of canal stock, taken 
from the European Magazine, for 1820. It con- 
tains the original cost of shares, the present prices, 
and the annual dividends, of a few of the British 
canals: 

Cost. Pres’t prices. Ann’ldiv’d. 
Birmingham. - - £25 £535 £20 
Chesterfield - - 100 120 8 
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Cost. Pres’t prices. Ann’l ae 
- - - 100 999 4 
sore or. ee 1,000 58 
Grand Junction - - 100 218 9 
Leeds and Liverpool - 100 278 10 
Leicester - - ~- 100 260 10 

ae ee. 100 640 32 
Staffordshire & Wor- 

ma vo. +100 642 40 
Trent and Merse - 200 900 75 
Warwick & Birming- 

ham - - - 100 210 11 
Warwick and Napton 100 235 10 10 
Loughborough 2,400 119 
Milton and Newbury 170 8 10 
Mersey and Irwell 650 30 00 

The first price of the three last are not given 
but I am informed that it was £100 each. Such 
exorbitant gain could not be expected here for a 
considerable time, but large profits, in some in- 


stances, might reasonably be calculated upon. | 


The profits of the New York canals, it is sup- 
posed, wilt in a few years extinguish the expense 
of the works, and afterwards yield an annual rev- 
enue of more than a million. I have no hesita- | 
tion in believing, that a canal along the Atlantic 
coast would produce more than six per cent. im- | 
mediately after its completion, and, in a few years, | 
rise a third in value. 


Internal In 





It is stated, in Mr. Gallatin’s report, that an | 
inland navigation, from Massachusetts to the ex- | 
tremity of Georgia, is interrupted only by four 


necks of land, which are the isthmus of Barnsta- 
ble; that part of New Jersey, which extends from | 


the Raritan to the Delaware; the peninsula be- 
tween the Delaware and Chesapeake, and the | 
low and marshy tract which divides the Chesa- 
peake from Albemarle Sound. The Massachu- 
setts canal would be about 26 miles; the New 
Jersey 28, and each of the two southern canals 
20 miles, making altogether less than a hundred 
miles. The expense of making these canals is | 
estimated at about three millions of dollars. One | 
of the canals alluded to in the report has been 
completed last Fall, under the superintendence of 
some of thecorps of engineers. It is the Dismal 
Swamp canal, which is twenty-two and a quarter 
miles in length; in breadth thirty-eight feet at 
the surface of the water, and in depth six feet. 
It is the first canal in America that is calculated 
for sloop navigation, and is sufficient for the | 
common sized craft that navigate those waters, 
and will admit vessels to pass through the locks 
with sixty or seventy hogsheads of tobacco, or 
nearly 300 barrels of flour, with their masts 
standing. 

Its south end terminates at Joice’s creek, which 
empties into the Pasquotank river, 30 miles from 
its mouth, at Albemarle sound. 

This canal is of great importance, as being a | 
link in the contemplated Atlantic canals, and 
leaves the distance now to be canalled, from Bos- 
ton to Georgia, at less than eighty miles; and in 
conversation with a gentleman of intelligence it 
has been stated to me as a probable fact, that from 
Georgia to New Orleans, it would not be neces- 
sary to canal more thana hundred miles. If this 
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is correct, (of which I am entirely ignorant,) it 
would cost but about five millions of dollars, ac- 
cording to Mr. Gallatin’s estimates, to have a 
complete inland navigation from Boston to New 
Orleans—the Dismal Swamp canal being already 
finished ; a sum not double the excess in the 
Treasury, over what was anticipated for the pres- 


' ent year. 


Of the utility of such a navigation I need not 
speak at large; it would avoid the dangerous pas- 
sage round Capes Hatteras and Florida, where 
we are exposed to risks, and experience many 
wrecks. It would be the safe passage for South- 
ern produce to reach the manufacturing markets ; 
and in times of hostility it would give celerity to 
the movement of troops, and all the munitions of 
war; indeed, the only appropriate phrase which 
can be applied to it, is, that the advantages to the 
country would be incalculable. 

From Cumberland, on the Potomac, to the tide 
waters at the City of Washington, is about one 
hundred and eighty-eight miles by the river, and 
a lock navigation ; the whole distance can be ef- 
fected, according to the estimate’ of the commis- 
sioners appointed by the States of Virginia and 
Maryland, at an expense of about one million six 
hundred dollars ; the Potomac and the Youghiog- 
any river, which empties into the Ohio, approach 
each other within the short distance of two miles. 
All the objects contemplated by the bill, and many 
others, are of great and striking importance, and 
would be of mutual advantage to the Western and 
Atlantic States. The expense of making them 
would be inconsiderable, compared with their na- 
tional utility. We need not be dismayed at the 
magnitude of these undertakings; time and labor 
will overcome them. Pennsylvania has made 
more turnpike roads than would reach half-way 
from here to the Rocky Mountains. 

The whole of the objects contemplated in the 
bill, comparatively speaking, are not equal to the 
undertakings in New York, which are nearly com- 
pleted. These New York works are of high im- 
portance to the nation; they show what can be 
done; and that a government, with proper man- 
agement, can execute great works with despatch 
and ere They have afforded, moreover, the 
most valuable experience in the science of engi- 
neering. 

For many reasons, the committee that reported 
the bill at the last session, supposed that the in- 
formation can be more satisfactorily obtained by 
the corps of engineers than from any other source. 
They are a well disciplined and organized body, 
and are composed of the most capable of our sci- 


| entific men; and it belongs peculiarly to the topo- 


graphical corps to explore the country, and to 
give accurate knowledge of such parts as may 
be deemed necessary, by actual surveys. In this 
manner, a similar corps has been employed in 
France ; through which every necessary informa- 
tion relative to the face of the country is acquir- 
ed, and deposited in what is called their military 
bureau. The corps of engineers, with the assist- 
ance of two civil engineers, and the aid of others 
who can be detailed to do duty in that corps, are 
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believed, by those best acquainted with the subject, 
to be sufficient. oe proceed by a regular sys- 
tem, and meee monthly. Young cadets, as they 
leave the Military Academy, could be employed 
— it will give them experience, and advance their 
usefulness to their country. It will render the 
science appertaining to the engineer department 
more perfect and extensive, and obviate the ne- 
cessity of employing foreign engineers. 

There are farther inducements, as it respects 
economy. They are already in the employment 
of the Government, and can have no motive to 
procrastinatethe work ; they can be actuated by no 
other motive than an honorable ambition to estab- 
lish their own reputation, and to show that their 
institution is valuable to their country. It is the 
practice to allow them but one dollar and fifty 
cents per diem beyond their usual compensation, 
which is merely to meet occasional expenses. The 
difference of éxpense in obtaining the information 
by the corps of engineers, or by commissioners, or 
common surveyors, would be exceedingly great. 
- The information would be useful to the States 
who have not the same economical means of ac- 
quiring it. 

As to the execution of a system of internal im- 
provement, it is cordially agreed that great na- 
tional benefits would inevitably flow from it ; and 
it must be as satisfactorily believed, from the ex- 
amples of other nations, that the natural advant- 
a of this country will at some period be enjoy- 

id. It therefore appears to me, that the single 
question, in relation to this interesting subject, is, 
when shall we begin? When shall we obtain 
our own consent to reap these advantages ? 

Some entertain the opinion that it is too soon. 
Qn this head, we have opinions from quarters that 
are entitled to our highest respect. In 1807, the 
attention of the Senate was directed to this sub- 
ject, and Mr. Gallatin’s celebrated report was 
made in pursuance of a resolution of that body, 
in which he recommended the very measure now 
contemplated by the bill on your table. The fol- 
lowing is an extract: 

* As an important basis of the general system, an 
immediate authority might also be given to take the 
surveys and levels of the routes of the most important 
roads and canals, which are contemplated ; a work 
always useful, and by which the practicability and ex- 
pense of the undertakings would be ascertained with 
much more correctness than in this report. A mode- 
rate Sppropriation would be sufficient for these several 


Able reports have been made in the Senate, at 
different times, in favor of commencing some sys- 
tem of internal improvement. 

In 1817, a bill passed both branches of the Le- 
gislature, which was rejected by President Madi- | 
son. The object of the bill was to set apart and 
pledge a fund for the construction of roads and 
canals, and improving the navigation of water 
courses, in order to facilitate, promote, and give 
security to internal commerce among the several 
States ; and to render more easy, and less expen- 
sive, the means and provisions necessary for the 
common defence. For this purpose, the dividends 


from the shares in the Bank of the United States 
were to be poees during twenty years, which 
was the whole period of the charter. The money 
was to be applied as Congress, with the consent 
of the States, should by law direct. The prapor- 
tion to be expended on the objects in each State 
was to be in the ratio of its representation in the 
most numerous branch of the National Legisla- 
ture. This bill, as is well known, did not, on the 
reconsideration, obtain the Constitutional ma- 
jority. 

In the first and second sessions of the Four- 
teenth Congress, President Madison recommended, 
in strong terms, the subject of internal improve- 
ment. In the first session of the Fifteenth Con- 

ess, President Monroe speaks on the same sub- 
ject with even more enthusiasm, and thinks that, 
to secure the object, the Constitution ought to be 
changed. 

In 1818, this House adopted two resolutions on 
the subject, which I will read: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to report to this House, at the ensuing session of 
Congress, a plan for the application of such means as 
are in the power of Congress, for the purpose of open- 
ing and constructing’ such roads and canals as may 
deserve and require the aid of Government, with a 
view to military operations in time of war; the trans- 
portation of munitions of war, and the more complete 
defence of the United States; and, also, a statement 
of the nature of the works above mentioned, which 
have been commenced ; the progress which has been 
made ; and the means and prospect of their comple- 
tion; and together with such information as in the 
opinion of the Secretary shall be material in relation 
to the objects of this resolution. 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- 
structed to prepare and report to this House, at their 
next session, a plan for the application of such means 
as are within the power of Congress to the purpose of 
opening and improving roads, and making canals, to- 
gether with a statement of the undertakings of that 
nature, which, as objects of public improvement, may 
require and deserve the aid of the Government; and, 
also, a statement of works of the nature above men- 
tioned, which have been commenced; the progress 
which has been made in them; the means and pros- 
pects of their being completed ; the public improve- 
ments carried on by States, or by companies, or in- 
corporations, which have been associated for such 
purposes, to which it may be deemed expedient to 
subscribe, or afford assistance; the terms and condi- 
tions of such associations, and the state of their funds; 
and such information as in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary shall be material in relation to the objects of this 
resolution.” 


In obedience to the first resolution, the Secre- 
tary of War made a very interesting report to the 
next session of Congress, strongly enforcing the 
policy of the measure. 

The patriotic resolutions from the Legislature 
of Maryland, a few days ago presented to this 
House, furnish evidence that the public spirit of 
the country is rapidly advancing in favor of in- 
ternal improvements. And, in addition to all this, 
after as mature deliberation as any man could 
bestow on any subject, the present Chief Magis- 
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rate, in his Message accompanying his rejection 
af the Cumberland Road bill, ives us his une- 
quivocal opinion in these words: “It is of the 
“highest im ce that this question should be 
«settled. If the right exists, it ought forthwith 
“to be exercised.” 

From all these respectable authorities, I think 
it will not be rash in me to say, that, in the opin- 
ion of a majority of this nation, the time has 
arrived when a system of internal improvements, 
by the General Government, ought to be com- 
menced. 

The finances of the country, it is said by some, 
are inadequate, at the present moment; but it is 
my opinion that we cannot select a better plan of 
improving the funds of the country, than by im- 

ving the country itself. The value of the 
whole would be increased, and a capacity given 
to the whole to make greater exertions; more ac- 
tivity would be employed, and more produce 
raised. The redemption of the public debt would 
be accelerated, if I am not _— mistaken. If 
the money, as it is wanted, should be borrowed, 
the amount would bear no comparison to the ben- 
efits which the ‘public would derive from it. It 
seems to be an indisputable fact, that more money 
was expended during the last war, for the want of 

roads and canals, than would be sufficient to 
complete all the permanent improvements that are 
essentially necessary. 

The improvements must be a work of time; 
large sums would not be wanted at any one pe- 
riod; and if proper objects are selected in the be- 
ginning, a revenue will be coming in long before 
the whole is completed. The public expenditures 
would be spread over a period of fift. ‘n or twenty 
years, and if, during that time, the General Gov- 
ernment, with the aid to be derived from incor- 
porated companies, would expend twenty or 
twenty-five millions, most of the prominent ob- 
jeets of internal improvement would be accom- 
plished. 

The committee who brought in the bill, have 
adopted what, in their opinion, is the only true 
plan. It is, to procure, in the first instance, the 
most aecurate information that can be acquired 
on the subject, by the scientific men of the coun- 
try. For the commencement of the proposed sys- 
tem, there will be no immediate demand on the 
Treasury for any large sum; twenty or twenty- 
five thousand dollars will be sufficient, and this 
will be divided between three or four years. It 
would consume that period to obtain the informa- 
tion. As the plan progresses, Congress can decide 
better of the correctness of the measure than now, 
and they can discontinue or pursue it at their 
pleasure. 

The appropriation cannot be exceeded; and if 
it will not be sufficient to accomplish all the ob- 
jects contemplated, the parts executed will be val- 
uable. It is not like the case of a fortification, or 
the building of a ship; there, the whole must be 
completed, or the unfinished part will be lost ; but, 
as respects this species of information, stop at an 
peo you please, and the part executed will be 
useful. 
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If the whoie information desired should be ob- 
tained, it will place the subject fairly.before the 
people, and give them an accurate knowledge of 
the capacity of the country for internal improve- 
ments, together with the plans and estimated ex- 

enses. They will then be able to decide what is 
t to be done; whether the prosecution of the 
works could be commenced without effecting any 
change in the Constitution; if not, whether an 
amendment ought to be made toit. It would con- 
sume three or four years to obtain the informa- 
tion, and in the mean time, we could form a more 
correct opinion than at present, as to the perma- 
nent state of the Treasury. 

The Secretary of the Treasury informs us, in 
his report, that, if the existing tariff shall, during 
the present session of Congress, be judiciously re- 
vised, for the purpose of augmenting the revenue, 
that it will not only be amply sufficient to defray 
all the demands upon the Treasury, at present au- 
thorized by law, but that there will remain an an- 
nual surplus, subject to such disposition, for the 
promotion of the public welfare, as the wisdom of 
Congress may direct. But, perhaps in a few 
years, we shall see the necessity of looking for a 
portion of the revenue from some source indepen- 
dent of the imposts. 

When we reflect that we enjoy almost every 
degree of climate, with a population of ten mil- 
lions, and an annual increase of nearly half a 
million, we must calculate upon an increase of 
productions of every description, both raw and 
manufactured. The duties on sugar, coffee, mo- 
lasses, and lead, amount to about two and a half 
millions. It is very probable that there will be a 
diminution on these articles. The country is ca- 

able of making lead, sugar, and molasses, per- 

aps, equal to the extent of our consumption. 
Coffee, it is believed, can be raised, and, as the 
tree comes to maturity in a few years, the experi- 
ment can be soon made. Many of the tropical 

roductions can be raised in the southern climates. 
Peter S. Chazotte and others, in behalf of the 
American Coffee-Land Association, petitioned 
Congress at the last session; they wished to pur- 
chase a small island for the purpose of raising 
coffee ; they offered the minimum price, and to pay 
for the land as soon as the patents should be made 
to them. A hundred families belong to the Asso- 
ciation. Theagents of the Association had taken 
much pains to explore the country, and had been 
well acquainted with the cultivation of coffee in 
the West Indies. Theisland they wished to pur- 
chase is called Key Largo; it is connected with 
the main land by a narrow isthmus, and is situated 
between latitudes 25° 56’ and 25° 12’, and contains 
about twenty-four thousand acres of land; twenty- 
three thousand of which is supposed to be fit for 
cultivation. From the most respectable source, I 
have learned, that parts of the soil and climate of 
Florida are suitable to many productions, such as 
cotton, sugar cane, indigo, tobacco, resembling 
that of Cuba, oranges, grapes, olives, and man 
other descriptions of fruits, and that cochineal is 
fonnd in abundance. 

The manufactories of the country are evidently 
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increasing: and this will make a slow but grad-| The internal trade of a country becomes pro- 
ual impression on the imports. It ought to be the | digious, when properly encouraged ; and it is al- 
policy of évery country to keep the balance of | lowed by the ablest political writers tc be the 
trade as much in its own favor as possible, as that | safest and most profitable trade that can be carried 
brings into the country more gold and silver than | on; customers are acquainted with each other, 
is carried out. and no searisk is incurred. We see already more 
It is true, as the Secretary of the Treasury has | than two thousand sloops, of upwards of fifty tons 
satisfactorily explained, that the real balance of | each, engaged in the North river. In England, 
trade cannot be ascertained, by looking at the ta- | there are more than five hundred ships, none un- 
ble of exports and imports; and he has added to | der two hundred tons, and many over three, which 
the exports, the profits of the trade of the North- | are employed in carrying the single article of coal 
west Coast and Pacific ocean, as they arise prin- | from Newcastle to London. In China, it is said 
cipally from labor and enterprise. This, I think, | that, by means of their water carriage, their home 
is correct, except as regards the labor, which, to | market is nearly equal to the whole market of 
its amount in value, is equal to gold and silver; | Europe. 
labor being the source of productions. With the; To the reasons which I have already urged, I 
same exceptions, I think he might fairly have | will add the one which, as it regards the political 
added the pais arising from that part of com- | rights of man, is more valuable than all the rest ; 
merce which consists in the exportation of foreign | 1 mean the tendency of the measure to the preser- 
articles ; as, with the profits earned, foreign mer- | vation of the Union; and that it will have this 
chandise can be purchased, without taking gold | tendency, all statesmen, who have reflected on 
or silver from the country; and this trade has | this subject, accord in opinion. 
been considerable, and has amounted to upwards} I hope that the States of New England and 
of twenty millions in one year. And, under the | New York, will not be indifferent on this subject, 
same restriction, the profits arising from every | notwithstanding their advanced state of improve- 
species of indirect trade, might be considered as| ment. I am persuaded that they will be influ- 
exports; but a loss in any of those trades, would | enced by a generous policy ; but, independent of 
have a contrary effect. these motives, they have not arrived at perfection, 
If, however, it is difficult to ascertain the real | and, of the expenditures to be made, they will en- 
balance of trade, one thing is certain, and that is, | joy their due proportion. I am convinced that 
that any measure which is calculated to increase | we cannot engage in any great political effort 
the productions and manufactures of the country, | which would be more purely American, or which 
must have a tendency to keep the balance of trade | would better entitle us to the thanks of posterity. 
in our favor, as it will inevitably lessen the im-| In relation, Mr. Chairman, to the Constitu- 
portation for home consumption. The slight 
change in foreign commerce, which might be pro- 
a, would simultaneously be supplied in the 





tional question, I think that even common candor 
will admit that it is not involved on a bill that 
only seeks information. It might as well be said 
that we could not appropriate money to buy a 
book or a map; and besides, we are in the daily 
practice of exploring our coasts, and, in many in- 
stances, the beds and courses of rivers; but for fear 
that it may perplex, or in some shape influence 
have an opportunity of enjoying it; nor that part | the fate of the bill, I will beg the indulgence of 
of commerce which consists in the exportation of | the Committee while I make a few observations 


foreign articles; nor the trade of the Northwest | upon it. 


home market; and, at no distant day, an increase 
of commerce might be anticipated in the exporta- 
tion of manufactured articles. 

Such a state, in our national affairs, would not 
affect the carrying trade, if we should ever again 


Coast and the Pacific ocean. It could only have} Iam as much a friend of State rights as I think 
the salutary effect of lessening the importation for |a citizen of the United States ought to be. I 
home consumption. Such a state of internal af-| have been in the habit of considering the States 
fairs would give a certain level and stability to| as so many pillars of the General Government. 
all the pursuits of industry, which could not ea- | Originally, this motion was certainly correct, but 
sily be disturbed by the fluctuations of foreign | now, being expanded over so vast a region, they 
Powers. may prove its weakness. I do not believe that 
Safe and cheap communication over our exten-| the duration of this Union depends, in a very 
sive country, by good roads and canals, are the | great degree, on the sword. It will be wise, to 
best and surest means of bringing us to this state | say the least, to make every effort, in the means 
of real independence and prosperity ; the resources | of Congress, to bring the States as near together 
of the country would be completely developed, | as possible by artificial ties, and to connect them 
which would make commerce flourish as much as | as firmly as we can by the powerful influence of 
any other branch of industry. The raw materials | a profitable intercourse. 
of the South and West could be transported, at} In the discussion of a Constitutional question, 
a reasonable expense, to be manufactured in the | we must consider ourselves as citizens of the Uni- 
Eastern and Middle States, where manufactories | ted States, as well as of the particular State to 
will first arrive at perfection, on account of the | which we belong. The rights of each should be 
density of population—no part of this Union | cherished with equal zeal. 
would be more benefited by this measure than| The Constitution has invested Congress with 
New England. certain enumerated powers, and I concur in the 





r 
t 
I 
a 
t 
] 
: 
( 
’ 





~~ i 


we SS 


OS Se .tC S.C 


617 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 618 
ee ee en ee eee ee 


January, 1823. 











opinion that the common defence and general 
welfare of the United States, is to be obtained by 
the due execution of these powers; otherwise, 
there would be no limits. But the framers of the 
Constitution foresaw that Congress would fre- 
uently have to legislate on implication, in rela- 
tion to these powers; and, to remove all doubts as 
to the right which I presume would have existed, 
they gave this general power by an express grant. 
A power to make all laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 
wers, and all other powers, vested by this Con- 
stitution in the Government of the United States, 
or in any department or office thereof. From 
the nature of this power, no boundaries could be 
iven. It is left on the broad principles of genu- 
ine construction. The enumerated powers were 
acted upon by the first Congress; but to give them 
eater efficacy, and the more completely to put 
them into execution, the principal acts of legisla- 
tion since have been founded on the constructive 
powers. 

It is curious to witness the alarm which is oc- 
casionally excited concerning the exercise of con- 
structive powers, when Congress is never in ses- 
sion a week without acting upon them. We 
have only to look at the statute book for instances 
—see the laws relating to fugitives who are held 
to service or labor in any of the States; the laws 
regulating the carrying of the mail; the Bank of 
the United States; the Military Academy ; light- 
houses, and trading houses among the Indians, 
are all creatures of constructive power. So are 
the laws relating to revenue cutters, the navy hos- 
pitals, pensions, and gratuitous grants of money: 
and in the same class may be placed the laws con- 
cerning vaccination, and for the cultivation of the 
vine. By mere implication, through the treaty- 
making power, territories have been acquired 
which are large enough for many empires; and 
under the same constructive power the inhabit- 
ants have been received into the American family 
and made citizens. We do not enjoy our library, 
maps, or stationery, by virtue of any express power. 
Yes, Mr. Chairman, we not only make laws 
which are the mere offspring of constructive pow- 
ers, but we enforce those laws by high penalties, 
and the sanguinary punishment of death. 

Congress has power to establish post offices and 
post roads, and theie is not another word on this 
subject in the Constitution; but Congress has 
passed laws for the carrying of the mail, and for 
a violation of these laws mail robbers have been 
executed. My own opinion is, that Congress has 
a right to protect, and carry into complete effect, 
any law which it can constitutionally make; but 
I speak with becoming deference, after what has 
passed in relation to the Cumberland road. In this 
case, if I understand it, it is admitted that the road 
has been made by the General Government upon 
Constitutional principles. The General Govern- 
ment, then, rightly undertakes to perform a superb 
national work, to connect two parts of the coun- 
try, which are separated by a high and broad 
mountain, but so feebly is od in power that she 
cannot protect the workmen from being disturbed. 
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They act under an authority which is Constitu- 
tional when they put down the stones to construct 
the road, but the first stranger that comes along, 
without the danger of violating the Constitution, 
or any law that could be made, may take them 
up at pleasure. The United States cannot punish 
him, for fear it would be an infringement of State 
rights: to say the least, I think such an anomal 
does not attend any other act of the General Gov- 
ernment. . 

I think there is an error in the reasoning against 
the Cumberland road bill, in relation to the juris- 
diction supposed to be necessary, if Congress pos- 
sesses power to make roads and canals. 

It is believed, if I understand the Message right- 
ly, that a jurisdiction would be acquired similar 
to that in the ten miles square; or where forts, 
magazines, or other public buildings are erected 
on lands purchased by the consent of a State; but 
that would not be the case—Congress would only 
have a protecting power over itsown law. Surely 
Congress cae laws to inflict a punishment for 
stealing or defacing the papers in a custom-house, 
or the records of a court; still, a larceny commit- 
ted by one stranger on another in a custom-house, 
or a court room, or even in a mail coach, would 
be only of State cognizance. The sea, for a cer- 
tain distance, belongs to the adjacent States, as a 
part of their domain; but such parts of the sea, 
and the mouths of rivers, are covered with revenue 
cutters, possessing high and arbitrary pores 
such as boarding a vessel by force, and nailing 
down the hatches—yet these acts, which are mere- 
ly to protect an United States law, have never 
been considered as any infringement on State 
rights. Crimes committed on roads and canals, 
made by the General Government, would be cog- 
nizable in the State courts, except such offences 
as did an injury to the road or canal. When it 
is necessary to take private property for public 
use, to carry into execution any of the enumerated 
powers, no State jurisdiction follows. Crimes 
committed on the lands thus taken would be cog- 
nizable in the State courts, unless it is a crime for 
defeating the object of the United Stateslaw. As 
to the right of taking private property I will attend 
to it hereafter. 

Congress has frequently sustained this power. 
All the acts relating to roads and canals in the 
new States are in affirmance of it. It has been 
the constant practice to allow to the new States 
five per cent. of the net proceeds arising from the 
sales of public lands, to be laid out in the construc- 
tion of roads and canals. Three-fifths are gene- 
rally to be expended within the States, and two- 
fifths are to be expended under the direction of 
Congress, in the making of roads and canals lead- 
ing to the States. Large sums are annually ex- 
pended in this manner, as the sales often amount 
to a million and a half per annum. 

Why are these roads and canals to be made 
under the direction of Congress, if Congress has 
no substantial jurisdiction over the subject-mat- 
ter? Ohio was the first State to which this prin- 
ciple was applied, at as early a day as 1802, and 
since that nearly two millions of dollars have been 
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expended on the Cumberland road. No distine- 
tion is attempted to be made between the raising 
of money by the sale of land and taxes, nor can 
Congress, it is acknowledged, derive spvercig™ 
power by becoming a party to a compact, or by 
the consent of a State. 

I confess that the observations made concerning 
the appropriation of money, is the only part of the 
very able Message I am referring to, that is not 

tly plain to me. After speaking of the rais- 
“ing of money, it says, that the use or application 
of the money, after it is raised, is a power alto- 
of a different character—it imposes no 
den on the people. And, if I understand it 
correctly, in another part it says, that money may 
be expended in the performance of acts not strictly 
authorized by the specific grants of power. What 
has been the doctrine on the subject of the appro- 
priation of money, in the early stages of the Gov- 
ernment, I cannot say. I have never so particu- 
larly attended to it before. 

It is certain that there is nothing more anxiously 
guarded than the raising of money. All bills to 
raise revenue, must originate in the House of Re- 
presentatives; and our own rules will not admit 
of even an amendment in the House to increase 

a tax, or prolong its duration. It must be done in 
the Committee of the Whole, where there is a 
great latitude of discussion. After such precau- 
tion in bringing money into the Treasury, it ought 
to continue when we are about to take it out. In- 
deed, there is more danger in the misapplication 
of dead money, in the Pisiinicy. than in properly 
eae it; for, while the hand of the tax-gatherer 
is on the pom, they will be more watchful of the 
rulers. As to its imposing no burden on the peo- 
ple, it is clear that, if the money in the Treasur 
is misapplied, taxation must be resorted to somuc 
the sooner. 

My own opinion is, that both the raising and 
the appropriation of money, must depend on a fair 
construction of the Constitution. If you can go 
beyond the limits of the specific powers in the one 
case, so zoe may in the other. If you can expend 
money for a purpose out of these limits, you can 
raise it for the same purpose. A liberal construc- 
tion, where it leads to good, of the powers to carry 
into effect the enumerated grants, will give scope 
sufficient for the appropriation of money. I have 
very sparingly made citations from the Message, 
for fear of mistaking it. If any of my views come 
in collision with it, they may be considered as an 
answer. It is a subject on which the mind of the 
President has undergone a change. 

I can perceive no way to escape. Congress 
must have power to make roads and canals, or the 
laws I have referred to, are unconstitutional. The 
appropriation of money to make the Cumberland 
road, to all intents and purposes, involved this 
power. 

On the subject of roads, I will refer to one other 
law, which passed in 1806. It authorized the 
President to open a road from Nashville, in the 
State of Tennessee, to Natchez, in the Mississippi 
Territory ; this road was to pass through a State 
without even asking consent. 


In the year 1818, this House adopted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

‘* Resolved, That Congress has power, under the 
Constitution, to appropriate money for the construc. 
tion of post roads, military roads, and other roads, 
and of canals, and for the improvement of water- 
courses.” 

Motions were made to strike out the words 
“other roads,” and to postpone indefinitely, but 
both were negatived. The votes on this resolu- 
tion, were—yeas 90, nays 75. The House finally, 
on the 4th of April, 1818, adopted the two other 
resolutions, which I have referred to. 

I am acquainted but with one instance where 
land was taken by the General Government for 
public use, against the will of the owner; and 
that was in the case of the Cumberland road. A 
gentleman, his name, I think, was Good, was dis- 
pees at the course which the road took through 

is farm, and he carried his unwillingness against 
the direction of the road, so far, that he even de- 
clined to participate with the Government in the 
appointment of appraisers. He petitioned Con- 
gress for redress on four several occasions, and 
each committee to which his case was referred 
reported against him, and these reports were con- 
firmed by this House. He was a Virginian, and 
he applied to his own State Legislature, but with- 
out success, 

Congress has a right, in the exercise of its sound 
discretion, to pass any law which it may deem ne- 
cessary, to carry into effect any one of the enu- 
merated powers; and for this purpose Congress is 
clothed with power to take private property for 
ublic use, on paying for it a just compensation. 

his power was supposed to exist, and doubtless 
it did, before the amendments of the Constitution, 
which may be considered as the bill of rights. In 
these amendments, it is not restricted as to objects, 
nor is it confined to times of peace or war. The 
single restriction is, that a just compensation shall 
be given. In other respects it is left as broad as 
ir was before; and that must be whenever Con- 
gress shall deem it necessary to carry into execu- 
tion any of the enumerated powers. Generally 
speaking, no embarrassment will be experienced 
in purchasing such situations as may be required. 
State courthouses and jails are used by the Gen- 
eral Government, by a kind of courtesy; but sup- 
pose they could not be obtained in this way, or by 
purchase? Congress must have power to take 
private property for public use, paying a just com- 
pensation, or be incapable of carrying into execu- 
tion the express grant of power, to ordain and 
establish inferior courts, from time to time. 

Congress has power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian tribes. I will not criticise 
on the word regulate ; its general meaning I take 
to be the authorization of any act that would be 
advantageous to commerce among the several 
States. How is the internal trade of a country 
usually carried on? Where the country is ad- 
vanced, its transportation is principally along ca- 
nals ; and cannot Congress facilitate the mode of 
its transportation ? Nothing is of higher impor- 
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tance to this nation. than its internal trade; it 
flows from the great pursuits of industry, and em- 
braces every art and abor ; it spreads over an im- 
mense region, abounding with minerals and the 

uctions suitable to our variety of soil and 
climate, and the greatest embarrassment it ever 
can labor under, is the distance of the places be- 
tween which it is carried on; and this can only 
be subdued by good roads and canals. What other 
law or regulation could you make, that would be 
of the one-hundredth part of the same advantage 
to it? 

How do you best regulate the affairs of the na- 
tion? Itis by enacting laws adapted to each sub- 
ject-matter, with a view to its advantage or im- 
provement. To regulate commerce with foreign 
nations, consuls are appointed for the accommo- 
dation of merchants ; and we have erected light- 
houses, piers, buoys, and beacons. To regulate 
commerce with the Indian tribes, roads have been 
made in the Indian territory, and trading-houses 
have been established, complicated with superin- 
tendents, agents, and sub-agents. There are near 
a hundred lighthouses, and ten or twelve light- 
ships with lights suspended from the masts, and 
some of them supplied with large bells. 

What is the object of these lighthouses and 
light-ships, and this class of powers constantly 
exercised by Congress? Is it not to lessen the 
price of transportation, by removing dangers and 
rendering the navigation more safe and secure ? 
In these laws no mention is made of a single ar- 
ticle of merchandise; nothing is said about duties, 
or about buying or selling, or of drawbacks or de- 
bentures; the sole object is to lessen the price of 
transportation. And when we find the power to 
regulate commerce among the States, given by 
the same sentence, and expressed by the same 
words, why can we not apply the principle to the 
regulation of commerce among the States? Why 
can we not lessen the price of transportation ? 
Can any man living make a sensible distinction ? 
I think I may safely appeal to the Committee, 
and to the nation at large, whether good roads and 
canals would not be of more advantage to the in- 
ternal trade of this country than the Bank of the 
United States was to its fiscal concerns? There 
is no instance of the exercise of a constructive 
power, since the commencement of the Govern- 
ment, which was more beneficial to the principal 
grant than this would be. 

Before the adoption of the Constitution, the 
several States could have regulated the commerce 
between themselves, by the means of roads and 
canals; but the Constitution has restricted the 
States from entering into treaties or contracts, and 
now they have no direct means of regulating com- 
merce among themselves, in any way. It seems 
to follow, as a necessary consequence, that the 
whole power which previously existed on this 
subject, among the States, as sovereignties, is 
carried to the general head, where it can be exer- 
cised to so much greater advantage. 

Can it be supposed that the framers of the Con- 
stitution looking forward to the future glory of 
this nation, and being acquainted with the bene- 
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fits of canals to internal trade in other countries, 
could have intended to prostrate all power on this 
subject, in a national point of view? The fra- 
mers of the Constitution were too wise to attempt 
to particularize any of the incidental powers; 
they knew the impracticability of it. To men. 
tion one, might be considered as an exclusion of 
another, and they left them all on the broad basis 
of the exercise of a sound discretion by Con 
They may or may not have thought of light- 
houses; but, if they did, it was safest to say noth- 
ing about them. It was their study, in these 
cases, to be general and not particular. 

The objects which clothe Congress with power 
must be national, and reaching beyond State sov- 
ee but whatever may be deemed necessary 
to regulate the internal trade of the nation, does 
not belong to the States. As to State jurisdiction 
none will follow, as I have already explained, and 
as to the taking of private property, no danger can 
be apprehended from it. The owners of property 
generally get too well paid. Purchases could be 
made, appraisements would seldom be resorted to, 
and, when necessary, the appraisers could be se- 
lected from the particular State, as being the best 
judges of property there. It only appears a little 
novel, because we are not familiarized to it. Many 
who oppose the measure on Constitutional grounds, 
do not object to the nature of the power; they are 
willing to change the Constitution to attain it. 
The exercise of the power would be weleomed, 
for whenever it would be used it would enhanee 
the value of property. If there isany danger about 
it, it is that the General Government would do too 
little, instead of doing too much. I will tell the 
honorable Committee how I think the power is 
derived. 

Rivers and canals being the usual channels 
through which the internal trade of a country is 
carried on, the power of making canals and 
tages, as links in the chain of inland navigation, 
is derivable from that clause jn the Constitution 
which gives a power to regulate commerce among 
the several States. That roads, which are neces- 
sary as _— roads, may be made under that clause 
of the Constitution which invests Congress with 
the power to establish post offices and post roads; 
and that roads for military purposes may be made 
under that part of the Constitution that gives Con- 
gress power to declare war, and to raise and main- 
tain an Army. You may prepare for war in time 
of peace; and a road for military purposes may 
be as necessary as guns and ammunition. We 
should give no construction to the Constitution 
which would be dangerous to liberty; in such 
cases let opposition be repeated—but where the 
common defence and general welfare of the Uni- 
ted States are the leading and sincere motives, the 
construction should be liberal ; and that can be the 
only meaning of that general expression in its ap- 
plication to the constructive powers. It is for the 
happiness of the people that we should early ar- 
rive at settled notions respecting the Constitution, 
and it is the genius of our Government that the 
minority should give way, at least so far as to re- 
ceive frequent precedents, as evidence of rightful 
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construction. The construction of the Constitu- 


tion in these cases should be more liberal than in 


the case of an ordinary law. If there exist doubts 


about your law, change it; this will do no harm, 
but it will be dangerous in, the extreme, if, for 
every little doubt and uneasiness concerning the 
powers under the Constitution, we must be con- 


tinually resorting to changes. The sacredness of 


the instrument would be destroyed; it would be 
looked upon only as a common statute law; the 
amendments would be as susceptible of doubts as 
the original instrument. Is it desirable, as a pre- 
cedent, that the majority should change the Con- 
stitution to please the minority ? 

Mr. Chairman, I consider the Constitution as 
the most wonderful political instrument that ever 
was invented by human beings, and I tremble at 
the thought of touching it. I wish to see the idea 
cherished of handing it down to posterity as an 
American family-piece, no further impaired or 
changed. It will become the more venerable for 
its age and ancient appearance. But where is the 
necessity for a change in this case? A liberal 
construction will be sufficient, and I will ask, in 
what age or nation, whether the government was 
a democracy or a despotism, has the power of im- 

roving a country been abused? In none that I 
. ow of. History furnishes us with no complaints 
ere. 

I will detain the Committee a iittle longer, with 
their indulgence, on the subject of post roads. The 
language of the Constitution is, that Congress has 

wer to establish post offices and post roads. It 
is said that this gives the power only to select a 
road in being, and not the right to create or make 
aroad. Wedo not resort to a dictionary on these 
occasions for the meaning of words; but it is of 
importance to know their acceptation in State pa- 
pers, in legislative acts, and in other parts of the 
same instrument. From these sources we will 
discover that the word establish means to create, 
and not merely to designate, a thing in being. In 
the first treaty we had with France, it is stated to 
be the desire of the parties to establish suitable 
regulations between the two countries—a similar 





ratification of nine States shall be sufficient fo; 
the establishment of this Constitution. It gives 
Congress a power to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and it is evidently used in the same 
sense in the very clause noW in question—to estab- 
lish post offices and post roads. As to offices, it 
is clear it means to create. Why change the words 
from those used in the Articles of Confederation, 
if it was not to enlarge the power? In the Arti- 
cles of Confederation nothing is said about roads, 
I will lay down a position which, I think, can- 
not be controverted ; and that is, when Congress is 
invested with a power, the exercise of that power 
cannot be defeated by the States. Congress has 
power to carry the mail; but, if the States have a 
right to shut up the road, that power could be 
defeated. Congress establishes a State road as a 
post road—Can the State vacate the road? If so, 
the mail could be stopped by any State. You 
have a right to make fortifications—you fix on the 
most advantageous spot—but, according to the 
opposite doctrine, ae have no power to make a 
road to it; and if there happens to be a State road 
leading to it, the State can vacate it at pleasure! 
Is it possible that this was the design of the Con- 
stitution? These contracted notions about the 
construction of the Constitution are detrimental 
to the rise and consequence of this country. It is 
'a lamentable circumstance, that the efforts of the 
people in favor of internal improvement, by the 
General Government, have been so far paralyzed 
by a scrupulous distinction. The powers of Con- 
gress are large and numerous; and that Congress 
should have power to lay and collect taxes; to 
declare and carry on war; to take public property 
for private use; to regulate commerce among the 
several States; and to carry the mail throughout 
the Union; and at the same time to be so cramped 
and confined as to have no control over any of 
the avenues through which the great scenes of the 
nation are to be transacted—not even so far as to 
remove an obstruction, in a road, or a rock out 
of a river,—does appear to me to be inconsistent 
with that wisdom which has always been as- 


be established from time to time; and that the 


expression is used in our treaty with England. I | cribed to the enlightened body who made the Con- 


have not taken much pains to search for the word 


in legislative acts, but the Committee will recol- | 


lect the phraseology in many of our acts of Con- 
gress. ‘There is an act to establish Navy hospit- 
als; there is another to establish trading-houses, to 
trade with the Indians. The word is used in the 
same sense in the Articles of Confederation—it 
speaks of the regulations to be established by Con- 
— In another part it says that the United 
tates, in Congress, shall have the sole right 
of establishing and regulating post offices trom 
= State to another throughout all the United 
tates. 





stitution. 

I fear 1 have too much exhausted the patience 
of the Committee; and I have nothing to offer as 
an apology for claiming so much of their atten- 
tion, except the very interesting character of the 
subject under discussion. 

When Mr. Hempui.t had concluded— 

Mr. Mircuett, of South Carolina, next as- 
signed the reasons why he should vote for the bill. 
He approved it as a means of obtaining informa- 
tion useful to every department of the Govern- 
ment, and to every individual in the nation; and 
not as part of a system of internal improvement, 


In another part, there is a clause for establish- |; to which he was opposed. 


ing rules for the deciding, in all cases, what cap- 
tures on land or water shall be legal, and for estab- 
lishing courts of appeal. The word is used in no 


other sense in any part of the Constitution. It | 
begins with the words “ordain and establish this 


Mr. Wricut opposed the bill altogether, as con- 
trary to the letter of the Constitution, which, he 
contended, gave to Congress no authority to com- 
mence a system of internal improvement. 

When Mr. Wricut concluded, the question 


Constitution.” It speaks of such courts as shall ' was taken on Mr. Barsour’s motion to strike out 
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————— 
the first section of the bill, and decided as follows : | to which was referred an inquiry 


For striking out the section 56, against it 62. 

So the motion was negatived. 

[The House being thinly attended, this vote was 
not ded as a decisive one.] 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House. _ 

And the question being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time— 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, moved to lay 
the bill on the table. 

On this question, Mr. Netson, of Maryland, 
required the yeas and nays to be taken. 

Mr. Haroin asked if it would be in order so to 
amend the motion as to lay the bill on the table 
until a day beyond the session—(the 4th March ?) 
He thought enough of the time of the House had 
been occupied with it. 

The Speaker said the amendment would not 
be in order. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to lie on the table, and decided as follows: 


Yreas—Messers. Abbot, Alexander, Archer, Barber 
of Connecticut, Barstow, Bassett, Bigelow, Borland, 
Butler, Cambreleng, Cannon, Carter, Cassedy, Cocke, 
Colden, Conkling, Conner, Crafts, Cuthbert, Dane, 
Edwards of North Carolina, Eustis, Floyd, Fuller, Gar- 
nett, Gebhard, Gilmer, Gorham, Hardin, Harvey, 
Hawks, Herrick, Hubbard, Jones of Virginia, Keyes, 


Kirkland, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchfield, Long, | 


McCoy, Mattocks, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Murray, Nelson of Massachusetts, 
Pierson, Reed of Massachusetts, Reid of Georgia, Rhea, 
Rodney, Ruggles, Russ, Russell, Saunders, Arthur 


Smith, Alexander Smyth, A. Stevenson, Thompson, | 
To:nlinson, Tucker of Virginia, Tucker of South | 


Carolina, Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Walker, White, 

Williams of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, 

Williamson, Wilson, Wood, and Wright—76. 
Nars—Messrs. Allen of Tennessee, Barber of Ohio, 


Bateman, Baylies, Bayly, Blackledge, Buchanan, Bur- | 


rows, Campbell of Ohio, Chambers, Condict, Cook, 
Cushman, Darlington, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Ed- 
wards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsylvania, Far- 
relly, Findlay, Forrest, Forward, Gross, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hemphill, Hill, Holcombe, Ingham, Jackson, 
Jennings, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, 
Jones of Tennessee, Kent, Little, McCarty, McLane, 
McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Mercer, Metcalfe, Mitch- 
ell of South Carolina, Moore of Virginia, Neale, Nel- 
son of Maryland, Newton, Patterson of Pennsylvania, 
Phillips, Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of Penn- 
sylvania, Rich, Rochester, Rogers, Ross, Sloane, W. 
Smith, Sterling of New York, Stewart, Swan, Tatt- 
nall, Taylor, Trimble, Udree, Vance, Walworth, War- 
field, Whipple, Woodcock, and Woodson—73. 


So the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 





Wepbnespay, January 15. 

Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of Robert 
Purdy,” reported the same without amendment, 
and the bill was committed to a Committee of the 
whole House to-morrow: 

Mr. Ruaates, from the Committee of Accounts, 
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cting the 
payment of newspaper accounts, made a report, 
that no further provision was necessary in relation 
thereto ; which report was agreed to. 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported “a bill to alter the times 
of holding the circuit courts for the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes ;” which bill 
was twice read and committed. 

The resolution laid on the table yesterday by 
Mr. Sreruine, of New York, requesting the Sec- 
retary of War to communicate what progress has 
been made towards the completion of the military 
road leading from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor, 
in New York, how much is unfinished, the proba- 
ble expense of completing the same, with any in- 
formation in his possession, showing the import- 
ance of said road in a military point of view, was 
read and agreed to. 

Mr. Hempuitt gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, call up the bill, yesterday laid on 
the table, to procure surveys and estimates for cer- 
tain roads and canals. 

The engrossed bill entitled “ An act in addition 
| to ‘An act for the more prompt settlement of the 

public accounts, and for the punishment of the 

crime of perjury,” was read a third time, passed, 
| and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
| ‘The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the report of the Committee of Claims, made at 
| the last session, on the memorial of Amasa Stet- 
'son. Whereupon, it was ordered that the said re- 

port and petition be committed to the Committee 
| of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. HeERNANpDeEz, the Committee 
on the Public Lands were instructed to inquire 
| into the expediency of altering and amending an 
act, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and 
| titles to lands within the Territory of Florida,” 
| passed the 8th day of May, 1822. 

On motion of Mr. HerNanpDeEz, the Committee 
on Commerce were directed to inquire into the 
| expediency of erecting a lighthouse at the en- 
| trance of the port of Pensacola, in the Territory 
| of Florida. 
| The Committee of the whole House to which 
| is committed the report of the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs, made at the last session, on the pe- 
| tition of Thomas Kemp, was discharged from the 
| further consideration thereof, and the report and 
| etition were recommitted to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs. 


| 


| AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Retp, of Georgia, rose, and-said that the 
bill providing for the execution of certain surveys, 
and for the collection of topographical informa- 
tion, with a view toa system of internal improve- 
ments, was yesterday ordered to lie upon the ta- 
ble, by a vote of this House. I was, said he, one 
of the committee by whom that bill was reported, 
and, although quite willing to afford the honor- 
able chairman of the committee an opportunity to 
make an experiment, the measure did not alto- 
gether meet my approbation. My objections to 
the bill are not to be found, however, in Constitu- 
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tional scruples. I believe that Congress does pos- 
sess the power to establish roads and construct 
canals. But I am aware that there is much diver- 
sity of opinion upon the subject. A large portion 
of the people entertain the opinion that we have 
not the power, and the Chief Magistrate has re- 
cently expressed his conviction to the like effect. 
Under these conflicting sentiments, I do not be- 
lieve that any system of internal improvement, 
however well devised by Congress, would be effi- 
cient, because concert and harmony are necessary 
to its prosperity. It would seem, therefore, that 
our first step should be a settlement of this ques- 
tion. This can only be done by an amendment 
of the Constitution, which shall give to Congress 
the power alluded to, in terms so explicit as to 
preclude all dispute. Such an amendment is now 
offered, viz: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, be proposed to the Legislature of the 
several States, which, when ratified by the Legisla- 


tures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid, to 
all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitu- 


tion, to wit: 
“ Congress shall have power to establish and con- 
struct roads and canals.” 


This joint resolution received its first reading, 
and lies on the table. 


SURVEYORS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


The resolution, moved by Mr. Vance, of Ohio 
yesterday, was taken up, and read in the follow- 
ing words, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to lay before this House a statement show- 
ing what contracts for surveying lands of the United 
States, in Missouri, Illinois, and Arkansas, have been 
made by the Surveyor General thereof, since the year 


1817; with whom made, for what quantities, to whom | 


the payments therefor were made in each case ; also, 
whether the surveying was actually performed by the 
original contractors in person, or by others under sub- 


contracts ; ifby others, at what price per mile the sub- | 


contractors performed the work in each case; also, 
the difference, if any, between the amount paid by 
the United States for such surveying, and the amount 
received by the actual surveyors of the land. 


Mr. Scort, of Missouri, moved to amend the 
resolution, by striking out the words “in Missouri, 
Illinois, and Arkansas, have been made by the 
Surveyor General therecf since the year 1817,” 
and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words “have 
been made by the several Surveyors General and 


y 


ee 
Public Lands. January, 1823, 
be able to furnish, during the present session, the 
information required. It was unnecessary for him 
to mention the reports, from high authority, too, 
of the practices in relation to contracts and sub. 
contracts, by the Surveyor General and his depu- 
ties. Before he voted for this amendment, he 
said, he should like to know why the House was 
to go back to 1805, to examine the transactions 
which are closed, and satisfactorily settled. A 
the last session of Congress, a great deal had been 
said upon this subject, and the appropriation re- 
quired had been withheld in consequence of the 
statement of the manner in which the surveys had 
been made. If his information was correct, Mr. 
| C. said, it would be found that there have been 
| impositions practised in this business. He wanted 
an investigation of these transactions, without 
clogging the resolution with all this surplus mat- 
ter. hat information can these old accounts 
afford us? He, for one, wished to know what 
contracts had been made, and what prices have 
been given. He had been told that, in some cases, 
when the maximum was given, the lands had been 
| actually surveyed at a charge of fifty cents only 
per mile. It had been stated that one sub-contract 
| was given to a boy about eleven years of age! On 
| his first arrival here, Mr..C. said, he wrote a note 
| to the Secretary of the Treasury, giving him in- 
| formation of what he had heard, that he might 
examine into it. He had also had several conter- 
| ences with the Surveyor General himse!f upon the 
_ subject, in this city, and found him fully apprized 
| of the reports which are in circulation. 
Mr. Cook, of Illinois, suggested to Mr. Scotr 
‘the propriety of withdrawing his amendment. 
| There are, he said, $80,000 due to individuals who 
| have rendered services in the surveying of the 
public lands, most of them residing in the State 
of Illinois. They have already laid out of their 
| money more thana year, and the payment of them 
ought not to be deferred, as it probably would be, 
if this resolution were to be made so comprehen- 
| sive, by the adoption of the amendment, that it 
' cannot be accomplished during the present session. 
If the Surveyor General has done wrong, he will 
not seek to be sheltered under what has been done 
by other ener ; and, if he has done right, 
| there will be still less reason for pushing the inquiry 
down to the year 1805. He wished the House to 
get at the facts as directly as possible, that those 
who have rendered services to the Government 
should not be kept longer out of their money. 
| The officer against whom these charges are now 
made, it was ‘but just to say, had always, previ- 
ously to this, sustained an unimpeached character. 
Mr. Scorr said he could not consent to with- 











principal deputy surveyors, since the year 1805.” | draw his motion to amend the resolve. It was 

Some remarks were made by Mr. Vance, to| the object of the gentleman who seemed to be 
the effect that this amendment, by calling for | particularly pointed at in the debate, as well as by 
more information than could be furnished within | the terms of the resolution, to have a general in- 
a reasonable time, would be to defeat the object | vestigation of his conduct. That gentleman came 
of the inquiry ; to which Mr. Scorr replied, that | into office in 1805, and was for a time the principal 
this was by no means his object, his desire being | deputy surveyor under General Mansfield. Since 
to examine the whole subject, in all its details. that time, he had seen the principal surveyor for 

Mr. Cocke, of Tennessee, said, if this amend- | Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas. It is 
ment were to prevail, the Department would not! the object of that gentleman to have an investiga- 
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tion into every portion of his conduct from his 


- commencement in public life. He is willing that 


the House shall be pat in possession of the facts 
in relation to himself and to all others engaged in 
that business, and these facts to stand or fall. 
Can I, then, said Mr. S., consent to investigate 
his conduct as far back as 1817, and casta veil 
over his conduct in preceding years? 1 would not 
consent toso limited an inquiry ; asa public agent, 
I would not consent to doit. I wish to know the 
whole truth of the business, and to see in what 
manner he, compared with others, has discharged 
his duties. Mr. S. said, he was far from wishing 
to postpone this inquiry. It would take but a very 
few days to collect the additional documents for 
which he now asked, as an abstract of the facts 
or settlements only was wanted. It was to repel 
the slanders which had been put in circulation 
against this man, that he wanted this information. 

Mr. Cocke said he should be perfectly willing 
to fix the time in the resolve at the Ist of January, 
1819, having been told that the accounts had been 
settled up to that year. Why go beyond the date 
at which the Sanataian of misconduct commence ? 
Hehad been told, he said, that this man was known 
to have been a very honest, good man up to this 
time. He was willing, he repeated, to begin with 
the 1st of January, 1819, which would cover the 
whole ground on which there is any complaint. 

Mr. Fioyp, of Virginia, said he hoped this 
amendment would prevail. If this gentleman was 
guilty, as suspected, it was due to the House and 
to the nation, and, if otherwise, it was due to the 
individual, that he should have an opportunity to 
explain his whole course of public conduct. Let 
us have an opportunity of seeing the whole, said 
Mr. F. I have no hesitation in saying, if reliance 
can be placed upon character at all, that whatever 
suspicion of misconduct applies to him (General 
Rector) will be found utterly groundless. But if 
it have a foundation, it is the duty of every mem- 
ber to aid in exposing it. Let his whole course 
of conduct be examined, said Mr. F. I have often 
been deceived in men; but I have no hesitation in 
declaring my clear conviction to be, that the sus- 
prion of this man will prove, when examined, to 

utterly groundless. 

The question was taken on Mr. Scort’s amend- 
a and determined in the affirmative—54 votes 
to 02. 

Mr. Stoane, of Ohio, moved to strike out the 
latter part of the resolution, beginning with the 
words “if by others,’ &c. His reason for this 
motion was, that he did not consider the informa- 
tion important, and he did not see how the Trea- 
sury Department could give it, if ever so important. 
Nothing was more common than for contractors 
to execute their contracts by the agency of sub- 
contractors, &c. Mr. 8. took occasion to observe, 
that he was willing to have every information 
which gentlemen might wish, to aid them in the 
discharge of their duties, but he was always op- 
posed to resolutions pointing at particular individ- 
uals, without making specific charges against 
them, &c. 

Mr. McCoy said, he hoped the amendment 
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would not take place. He had long been of opin- 
ion that the United States were paying more for 
the surveys of the public lands, than was required 
for that object. Whether the information asked 
for would be obtained or not, he did not know; 
but, if it could, the United States ought to have 
it. He was very sure, he said, that the public 
lands could be surveyed for a great deal less money 
than is allowed by law for that purpose. The 
information we have is such as to induce us to 
inquire whether we ought not to regulate differ- 
ently the price to be paid for the surveys of the 
public lands, and whether it cannot be done here- 
after for less money. 

Mr. Vance stated, that the price for surveying 
the public lands is not fixed, the law ee 
ding that it shall not exceed three dollars per 
mile. He did not know whether this information 
could be obtained at the. Treasury or not; but, if 
it could not, it ought to be, &c. As the resolution 
now stood since the amendment of it, however, he 
felt little interest in it. It would take two months 
to get the information, and the object of the reso- 
lution would thus be defeated. 

Mr. Scorr said he hoped this amendment 
would not prevail. No information of any value 
would be obtained, indeed, by the resolve, unless 
that part of it was retained. Mr. S. wished to 
have all the particulars required by the resolve. 
If the Department could not give the information, 
it would be easy for it to say so; and if the infor- 
mation could be, it ought to be obtained. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Sioane, and decided in 
the negative. 

Mr. Cocke was not satisfied that this resolution 
now contained all the information which was 
required for a full understanding of the subject. 
To enable him to examine it further, although 
opposed to the least unnecessary procrastination, 
he moved to lay the resolve on the table. 

This motion being agreed to, the resolve now 
lies on the table. 


COLLECTION OF IMPOSTS. 


On motion of Mr. McLane, the House pro- 
ceeded in Committee of the Whole to consider 
the bill “supplementary to, and to amend an act, 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the collection of the 
duties on imports and tonnage,’ passed the 2d of 
March, 1799, and to repeal an act supplementary 
thereto, passed 20th April, 1818, and for other 
purposes.” 

[This bill is very long. Sec. 1 provides that, from 
and after the third of March, no goods, subject to ad 
valorem duty shall be admitted to entry unless the 
true invoice of the same be presented to the collector 
at the time of entry, or unless the same be admitted 
in the mode authorized and prescribed in the next 
ensuing section of this act. 

Szc. 2 provides that when no invoice of such goods 
has been received, the owner, &c., shall make oath 
thereof, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall be 
authorized to cause them to be appraised—the owner 
to give bond to produce the invoice within eight 
months if from European ports, and fifteen months, 
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if from beyond the Cape of Good Hope or Ca 
Horn, oe the Cape of Good Hope. £ 

Src. 3 directs that, where goods are not entered in 
pursuance of this or any other revenue act, the same 
shall be deposited in the public warehouse. After 
remaining in the warehouse for eight or fifteen 
months, as the case may be, the said goods to be sold, 
&c. Perishable urticles to be exposed to earlier sale, 
if necessary. 

Sxc. 4 prescribes the oaths, in cases of goods en- 
tered by invoice, to be taken by the owners, import- 
ers, consignees, or agents. 

Src. 5 prescribes the manner in which the ad valo- 
rem rates of duty upon goods shall be estimated, viz : 
by adding to the actual cost of all charges, except 
commissions, outside packages and insurance, and 
also 20 per cent. on the said costs, &c., if imported 
from or beyond the capes. 

Sec. 6 provides that no goods subject to ad valorem 
duty, belonging to residents, but not at the place 
where the same are intended to be entered, shall be 
admitted to entry, unless bond be given to produce to 
the collector within four months the invoice, duly 
verified by the owner’s oath. 

Src. 7 provides that no goods imported and belong- 
ing to non-residents, shall be admitted to entry unless 
the invoice be verified by the oath of the owner to his 
ownership and to the actual cost of the goods. 

The bill contains in all thirty-seven sections of mi- 
nute detail, of which the preceding synopsis of seven 
of them may give an idea. The appraisers are to 

_ continue to be appointed as now provided by law. 
The occasional appraisers are to be allowed five dol- 
lars per day, and to be fined fifty for each refusal to 
act. A third disinterested person may be called in to 
join the appraisers where a first appraisement shall 
not be satisfactory, &c.] 


The bill having been read through— 


Mr. Co.pen called for the reading of the me- 
morial of the Chamber of Commerce of the city 
of New York, favorable to the general object of 
the bill; which was read. 

The bill was then read over by sections for 
amendment. 

On motion: of Mr. Goruam, the bill was 
amended so as to extend the time allowed for 
voyages beyond the Cape of Good Hope or Cape 
Horn, or from the Cape of Good Hope, from ji/- 
teen months, as it stood in the bill, to eighteen 
months. 

Several other amendments were made to the 
details of the bill, on motion of Mr. McLane. 

Mr. Barstow offered for reading, though he 
had not an opportunity of formally presenting it, 
a memorial from the merchants of Balan: pray- 
ing the bill now before the committee may pass 
into a law ; and the memorial was read. 

Various other amendments were made to the 
bill, in arranging which the following gentlemen 
took an active part, viz: Messrs. McLane, Cam- 
BRELENG, TayLor, Watwortu, InGHAm, Gor- 
HAM, CoLpEeN, Burrows, McKim, Tomutnson, 
and Netson of Massachusetts. 

The most important amendment proposed 
seemed to be that proposed by Mr. InGuam, to 
substitute the current value at the ports whence 
shipped, for the cost or actual value, as the basis on 
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which to estimate the duties on goods paying ai 
valorem duties. 

This amendment was supported by Messrs. 
Incuam, Watworts, Burrows, and was op. 

osed by Messrs. Gornam, CoLpen, McKiy 
Pauvreben: McLane, CamMBRELENG, and Np, 
son of Massachusetts. 

In the end, the amendment was negatived. 

After some further time spent on the bill, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 16. 


Mr. Hempuitu (by leave of the House) pre- 
sented a memorial of the Philadelphia Chamber 
of Commerce, praying that the bill now pending 
before this House, “supplementary to, and to 
amend an act entitled an act to regulate the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed 
2d of March, 1799, and to repeal an act supple. 
mentary thereto, passed 20th of April, 1818, and 
for other purposes,” may be passed into a law, 
with certain modifications and amendments there- 
in suggested ; which memorial was read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House, to 
which the said bill is committed. 

Mr. Witutams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Samuel Wharton; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wittiams also made a report on the peti- 
tion of Richard Hightower, accompanied by a 
bill for his relief ; which bill was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the estimates of appropriations necessary for the 
service of the year 1823; which were referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a re 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
petition of Abraham Snyder ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the 
information required by the resolution of the 7th, 
in relation to the surgeons in the Navy of the 


United States ; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. J. S. Jounston, of Louisiana, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported the follow- 
ing bill: 

A Bill for the better organization of the district court 
of the United States within the State of Louisiana. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for the more convenient 
transaction of business in the courts of the United 
States within the State of Louisiana, the said State 
shall be, and the same is hereby divided into two dis- 
tricts, in manner following to wit: The counties of 
Attakapas, Opelousas, Rapide, Natchitoches and Oua- 
chita, shall compose one district, to be called the 
western district of Louisiana, and all the remaining 
part of the said State shall compose another district, 
to be called the eastern district of Louisiana; and all 
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criminal actions, or civil suits, which have arisen in 
the western district, together with all process, writs, 
nizances, and records belonging thereto, shall be 


the district court in the said eastern district shall be 
held at the periods, and in the manner now prescribed 
by law; and there will be, annually, one stated ses- 
sion of the said court in the western district of the 
State, to be held at Opelousas courthouse, to commence 
on the third Monday of August; and the district judge 
of the United States for the State of Lonisiana is 
hereby authorized and required to hold special sessions 
of the said court, in the said western district, for the 
trial of civil or criminal causes, whenever he may deem 
it expedient: That all process, writs, and recognizan- 
ces, of every kind, whether respecting juries, witnes- 
ses, bail or otherwise, which relate to the cases to be 
tried at the said special sessions, shall be considered 
as belonging to such sessions, in the same manner as 
if they had been issued or taken in reference thereto: 
That any special session may be adjourned to any 
time or times previous te the next stated meeting of 
the district court. That all business depending for 
trial at any special court, shall, at the close thereof, 
be consideréd as of course removed to the next stated 
term of the district court. The said judge shall re- 
ceive an additional annual compensation of five hun- 
dred dollars for his services. The said judge shall ap- 
point a clerk of the said court in the western district, 
who shall reside and keep the records of the court at 
the place where the sessions of the court are held, and 
shall receive for the services performed by him an an- 
nual compensation of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
and the same fees that are allowed to the clerk of the 
said court of the eastern district of the State, and 
shall be subject in every respect to the same respon- 
sibilities. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate of the United States, be, and 
hereby is, authorized to appoint one person as Marshal, 
and one as District Attorney, for the said western ju- 
dicial district of the United States, within the State of 
Louisiana, created by this act, and that the terms of 
appointment and service, together with the duties and 
responsibilities of the said Marshal and District Attor- 
ney, respectively, for the district aforesaid, be, in all 
respects, the same within their said district as the 
terms of appointment and services, the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of the Marshal and District Attorney, 
respectively, of the eastern district of the State of 
Louisiana, and shall receive an annual compensation 
of two hundred and fifty dollars each, and such fees 
and emoluments as are received by the Marshal and 
Attorney of the United States, for the State of 
Louisiana. 


Mr. J. S. Jonnsron, of Louisiana, earnestly 
urged on the House the immediate passage of this 
bill, as being rendered peculiarly necessary by the 
present circumstances of the country. 

Mr. Cocke objected to the bill on account of 
the addition of five hundred dollars per annum 
proposed to be made to the salary of the judge; 
which he moved to strike out of the bill. 

Mr. Taytor, of New York, said, as the bill 
had been only this morning laid upon the table, 
he should prefer its taking the ordinary course of 
bills." For which purpose, he moved that it be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole. 


nt CO LL LL OY HE, 
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Mr. Jounston replied to both the gentlemen. 
The bill, he said, being recommended by the rep- 
resentation of the State, as necessary for the due 
execution of the laws in the State of Louisiana, 
he peng it almost a matter of course to pass it, 
especially as it contained no new principles. 
With regard to the additional salary proposed to 
be allowed to the judge, he thought it not onl 
reasonable, but absolutely necessary to enable 
him to live, &e. Mr. J. again earnestly pressed 
a decision on the bill at this time. 

Mr. Taytor, at some length, opposed actin 
thus suddenly on a bill of this character, and state 
his objections to the bill itself, on the ground of 
the inexpediency of multiplying courts and officers, 
as had already been done in the Districts of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. In regard to 
the New York District, the division of it into two 
districts, was intended to answer a temporary pur- 
pose, but had become permanent, and served as a 
plea for like measures in other States, which 
might well have been dispensed with, &c. * 

Mr. Wricut, Mr. Matiary, and Mr. Ross 
joined Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, in support of 
the bill. In the course of some further remarks 
made by the latter gentleman, in order to show 
the necessity for establishing this new district, he 
stated a case within his knowledge, in which an 
individual living at the distance of four hundred 
miles from the present seat of justice (New Or- 
leans) had been sued by the United States for 
twenty-two dollars; and, if the Government were 
to discharge the suit, it would be on condition that 
the party sued should pay the costs. It was mainly 
on the ground of the necessity of such a court for 
= trial of criminal cases, that he advocated this 

ill. 

The motion to recommit the bill was negatived, 
by 50 votes to 45. 

The question recurring on Mr. Cocke’s motion 
to strike out the proposed addition to the judge’s 
salary, it was strenuously opposed by Mr. Joun- 
ston, of Louisiana, and Mr. Wricut, and sup- 
ported by Mr. TayLor and Mr. Aten, of Mas- 
sachusetts. The principal ground of Mr. ALLEN’s 
objection was, that the salary of the district judge 
of Louisiana is nov: higher than that of any other 
like officer in the United States, and he was op- 
posed to raising the salary of this district judge, 
without a general review of the subject of the 
salaries of the district judges, which he thought 
well worthy the consideration of the House, 
lieving them to be at present the most poorly paid 
officers in the Government of the United States. 

’ Mr. Cocke’s motion to amend the bill was ne- 
gatived, 52 votes to 46. 


Mr. Taytor then moved, by way of amend- 
ment, to strike out the whole of the bill, except 
the enacting clause, and insert in lieu thereof the 
following : 


“That, in addition to the terms of the district court 
of Louisiana, now established by law, one stated term 
of the said court shall be held, each year, at Opelou- 
sas courthouse, to commence on the third Monday of 
August; and the district judge of the United States 
for the State of Louisiana, is hereby authorized and 
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ired to hold special sessions of the said court at 
the said courthouse, in Opelousas, for the trial of crim- 
ina! or civil causes, whenever he may deem it ex- 


This motion was earnestly supported by Mr. 
Tayior, and opposed by Mr. Jonnston, Mr. 
Ma wary, and Mr. Wricur. 

The question being taken on Mr. Taytor’s 
motion to amend the bill, there were—For the 
amendment, 59; against it, 60. So the amend- 
ment was aeeatived: 


On the question to order this bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time, the yeas and nays were re- 
quired by Mr. Aten, of Massachusetts, and, being 
taken, stood as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Allen of Tennessee, 
Ball, Barber of Ohio, Baylies, Blackledge, Brecken- 
ridge, Buchanan, Cannon, Cassedy, Chambers, Conk- 
ling, Conner, Cook, Cushman, Dane, Dickinson, Dur- 
fee, Dwight, Edwards of North Carolina, Farrelly, 
Forwgrd, Garnett, Gorham, Govan, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Hemphill, Holcombe, Hubbard, Ingham, Jack- 
son, Jennings, J. T’. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, Jones 
of Virginia, Jones of Tennessee, Kent, Kirkland, Left- 
wich, Lincoln, Little, McCarty, McLane, McSherry, 
Mallary, Mercer, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Mitchell 
of South Carolina, Moore of Alabama, Morgan, Neale, 
Nelson of Maryland, New, Newton, Patterson of New 
York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Pitcher, 
Reed of Massachusetts, Reid of Georgia, Rhea, Ro- 
gers, Ross, Russell, Saunders, Scott, Sloane, Alexan- 
der Smyth, W. Smith, Sterling of New York, A. Ste- 
venson, J. Stephenson, Stewart, Tattnall, ‘Thompson, 
Tod, Trimble, Tucker of Virginia, Udree, Vance, Van 
Rensselaer, Walworth, Warfield, Whipple, Wood, 
Woodson, and Wright—89. 

Nars—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Barber of 
Connecticut, Barstow, Bassett, Bateman, Borland, 
Brown, Burrows, Butler, Cambreleng, Campbell of 
New York, Cocke, Condict, Crafts, Cuthbert, Eddy, 
Edwards of Connecticut, Floyd, Forrest, Fuller, Geb- 
hard, Gilmer, Gross, Harris, Harvey, Hawks, Hill, F. 
Johnson, Keyes, Lathrop, Long, McCoy, Matlack, 
Matson, Mattocks, Metcalfe, Murray, Pierson, Plum- 
er of New Hampshire, Plumer of Pennsylvania, Rich, 
Rochester, Arthur Smith, Sterling of Connecticut, 
Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker 
of South Carolina, Upham, Van Wyck, White, Wil- 
liams of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, Wil- 
liamson, and Wilson—57. 

_ So the bill was ordered to receive its third read- 
ing to-morrow. 


COLLECTION OF THE CUSTOMS. 


The House then again took up, in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill turther to regulate the collec- 
tion of duties on imports. 

The discussion of the details of the bill was re- 
sumed, on amendments proposed; in which the 
following gentlemen took part: 

Messrs. Tracy, McLane, CAMBRELENG, Gor- 
HAM, NELSON of Massachusetts, Woop, Bars- 
Tow, McKim, Bucuanan, Inauam, and Lirr ie. 

At four o’clock the Committee rose and ob- 
tained leave to sit again; and then the House 
adjourned. , 


Collection of the Customs. 
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Mr. Lirrte ted a petition of the Alum 
and Copperas Company of Cape Sable, on the 
river Magothy, in Maryland, signed by P.G. Lech. 
leitner, Yo wan of said company, praying that 
duty of three cents per pound on alum, and two 
cents per pound on copperas, may be imposed op 
those articles, imported from foreign countries; 
which petition was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole to which is committed the bill for the 
more effectual encouragement and protection of 
certain domestic manutactures. 

Mr. Wixtiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Ciaims, made a report on the peti- 
tion of James Morrison, respecting lost abstracts, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, made a report cn the petition of 
certain fire engine companies of Alexandria; 
which was read, and the resolution therein sub- 
mitted was concurred in by the House, that the 
prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 

Mr. Kent, from the same committee, also made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the District of Columbia, referred 
on the 13th instant; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Campseu., of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of Joshua Russell,” reported the same with- 
out amendment; which was committed to the 
Committee of the whole House to which is com- 
mitted the bill extending the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants. 

Mr. CampsELL also made a report on the peti- 
tion of Thomas Williams, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House to 
which is committed the bill for the relief of Jacob 
Shafer. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill re- 
specting the district court of the United States for 
the District of Maine; which bill was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on the Judiciary were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
St. Augustine, in East Florida, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Conxuine, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing, by law, for the es- 
tablishment of a naval academy for the instruc- 
tion of midshipmen and other young officers in 
the sciences appertaining to their profession. 

Mr. Fouu.er, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was committed the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of Amos 
Nichols,” reported the same without amendment, 
and the bill was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 
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The Committee on the Judiciary were dis- | ment to this resolution. If the information which 


charged from the further consideration of the reso- 
lution directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
altering and amending the act for ascertaining 
claims and titles to lands within the Territory of 
Florida, and the resolution was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, to make the said 


inquiry. 

‘Mr. Lincoun submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and laid on the table one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Departments 
of State, the Treasury, War, and Navy, be directed, 
severally, to inform this House, what newspapers, 
journals, and other periodical publications, are taken 
at the public expense in their respective departments ; 
also to furnish catalogues of all books which have been 
purchased at the public expense, in their respective 
departments, stating the titles and prices of such as 
have been procured each year during the last six 
years. 

On motion of Mr. Hunsarp, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions were instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of placing on the pen- 
sion list William Davis, of Madison county, New 
York, a soldier of the Revolutionary war. Mr. 
H. accompanied the above resolution by docu- 
ments in support of the claim of William Davis. 

On motion of Mr. Hooks, the Committee on 
Military Affairs were instructed to inquire into 


was really wanted was wished to be received 
during the present session, it could only be accom- 
plished by limiting the range of it, as proposed in 
the amendment, &c. 

Mr. Connict, of New Jersey, said that he was 
in favor of the amendment, but suggested the pro- 
priety of calling, in such a case as this, where 
copies of accounts only were wanted, directly 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury for the infor- 
mation, instead of requesting the President to 
communicate it. 

Mr. Cocke acceded to this suggestion, and 
modified his resolution accordingly. 

Mr. Scort, of Missouri, said he was opposed to 
the amendment now offered by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Cocxe,) as a substitute for 
the original proposition submitted by the member 
from Ohio, (Mr. Vancsz.) The shape given to 
the original resolution, by the amendments mo 
ed in the House the other day, would meet all the 
objects of just or necessary —_ Mr. 8S. re- 
quested to know, and it was certainly not for him 
to say, why the members from Ohio and Tennes- 
see shrunk from an examination into the official 
conduct of the surveyors in their quarters, and 
seemed so desirous to point out, for particular ani- 
madversion, the conduct of the surveyor 
of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas. They had 


not only selected the individual, but Hon gre to 
the expediency of repairing the fort at Smith- | limit the inquiry to a specific time. Mr. 5. depre- 


ville, in North Carolina, or to erect new fortifica- 
tions at a more suitable site. 


LAND SURVEYORS’ EXPENSES. 


cated this as an unjust mode of legislation, and 
an improper manner of exercising the inquisitorial 
powers of the House in the call for information. 
It was not for Mr. S. to say why this course was 


On motion of Mr. Cocke, of Tennessee, the | pursued in relation to General Rector, whom he 


House proceeded to consider the resolution now 
lying on the table, calling for information respect- 
ing the surveys of public lands, &c. 

r. CocKE moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out the whole of it after the word “ Re- 
solved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

“That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before this House a statement showing 
what contracts have been made by the surveyor gen- 
eral of public lands in the States of Missouri and 
Illinois, and Territory of Arkansas, for services per- 
formed since the first day of January, 1819; with 
whom made, and when; for what quantity to each; 
whether'the surveys were actually made by the ori- 
ginal contractors in person, or others, under sub-con- 
tracts; if by others, at what price per mile said surveys 
were performed ; what price was stipulated to be paid 
per mile to each contractor; and whether the surveys 
have been faithfully executed. 


Mr. Cocke said he could see no reason why the 
House should call for information in regard to 
other surveyors, when they wanted information 
only respecting one, or for the accounts of that 
one a long period of time back, when the accounts 
were settled up to 1819, and it was the accounts 
subsequently rendered which only were wanted. 
The complaints against the surveyor, referred to 


knew to be a correct and honorable man, but he 
called on gentlemen to answer why this course 
was adopted? What was the answer that the 
entleman from Tennessee (Mr. Cocke) gave? 

hat he had received information out of doors, 
either in conversation or by letters, that the sur- 
veying had been badly executed, and that more 
had been charged to the Government, in the ac- 
counts rendered, than had been paid for the actual 
surveying to the sub-contractors. Mr. S. denied 
the fact as charged, but at the same time asked 
the gentleman if this was the correct way of at- 
tacking the character of any man? If-the infor- 
mation in possession of gentlemen was official, 
why not give it to the House? If merely cireum- 
stantial, it ought not to be credited by honorable 
members. In all cases where character was in- 
volved, gentlemen ought to place the charges in 
a less “questionable shape,” and not give such 
charges “ the sanction of their name and brief au- 
thority,” till they were certain the information 
deserved credit. This was not the case here. 
General Rector and his friends could not repel 
insinuations, where no clue was given from 
whence that information, covering the charges, 
had originated. 

If the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Cocke) 


in the proposed amendment, were mentioned at | would give point and body to his charge, Mr. 
the last session of Congress, and were well known | Scorr pledged himself to go to the full extent of 
to the gentleman who yesterday moved the amend- | his power to correct the evil; he did not care 
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nono ts and misconduct charged, 


of a surveyor general, Indian agen 
in the Teclittes of ‘either civil : 


ni ies—if it even Sereioded to camp ket- 
ear eabrellas, Mr. 8. would aid in correcting 
the abuse. Mr. S. was free to admit, that, in 
jome surveying, it might be done for less than 
three « per mile; but, in others, it would cost 
e. A man, taking ten, fifteen, or twenty, 
hips, would generally find, that, in the ag- 
ies dollars per mile was but a moderate 
yensation ; in many places more was allowed. 
st year four dollars had been allowed for sur- 


n the bottoms and swamps in the Missouri, 
s, and Arkansas; in other places six dollars 
er mile had been allowed. And it was the ob- 
ec! rot Mr. S. to show, by calling for the infor- 
mation as far back as 1805, nay, 1802, when the 
present system, in relation to the public lands 
commenced, to show that it was the common law 
e land, ‘and had been sanctioned by every ad- 
ministration, in the settlement of all the accounts 
of the several surveyors general, and principal 








leputy surveyors, to allow them three dollars per 
mile, as no more than a moderate and adequate 
compensation; and, also, to collate the accounts 
f tk epeny here accused of misconduct, with 
other distinguished officers, and evince, 
at the surveying, under his administration, had 
tee as well, as cheaply, and as faithfully done, 
under that of any other,.without exception. 
Mr. S. wished it wasjas convenient for 
e gentleman of Tennessee, (Mt, Cocke,) to visit 
country on the Mississippi ahd Arkansas and 
to retrace and measure the lands agit was to visit 
the Rip Raps, he would request the gentleman to 
make a trip there also, and see if conversion in the 
one could not be produced, if it could not in the 


“The information here called for could not pos- 
ly be of any service on the question of ap- 
iation, for the surveying done in 1821. ‘That 
on the instructions then given, and 
had been furnished the chairman of the 
ittee of Ways and Means (General Smita) 
year, and would be again produced, together 
other statements, showing that General Rec- 
tor had done his duty well, and in the general 
rmed to his instructions. Mr. Scorr hoped 

the amendment would not be adopted; but, 

if the House sought information, it would be 

al shape, and calculated, when produced, 
hed all the light on the subject, and, come 
it would, he did not fear to state, that the 

1 of the officer in question would appear in 
h colors as to silence those who now seemed 

to clamor against him. The objection 

that’ ou go back to 1805, the information could 
not be had . time, was not the fault of General 
Rector or his friends. If those who seem to have 
considered it their peculiar duty to guard the Gov- 
ernment from impositions, had been remiss in not 
calling early for the information, let the blame 
rest on them and not on others. General Rector 
was desirous of a general investigation, and the 
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original resolution was = al’ aidvebiidaiet shared, | iiphdat sasclthcih lsh tabeaiiaih'ta ett. calculated to produce 
the effect. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, was in = of the 
amendment. It was acknowledged, by the gen. 
tleman from Missouri, that rumors have ee, 
afloat in regard to the supposed i ere | in the 
conduct of the surveyor general linois, &c. 
These rumors are either well founded or they are 
not. Mr. R. said, he professed himself to be q 
friend to the General, and he trusted he would 
come out clear from this inquiry. The attempt, 
however, to evade the inquiry, would do no good 
to that officer. We have heard no complaint of 
wrong-doing * the part of surveyors as far down 
as 1805, and why should the inquiry be carried 
down so far? Me. R. said he was particularly 
desirous to have this amendment adopted for an- 
other reason. He wished to know what kind of 
land had been laid off for the soldiers of the late 
war, the land set apart for that object having 
been surveyed under the particular care of this 
officer, &c. 

Mr. Vance, of Ohio, said, that, in making this 
call for information relative to the mEreae gen- 
eral of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, his only 
object was to enable the House to act understand- 
ingly on a certain appropriation, that we should 
be called on to make before the close of this ses- 
sion, which had been withheld from the individ- 
uals who had performed those services, for more 
than one year. This appropriation was withheld 
owing to the misconstruction, by this surveyor 
general, of orders received from the Treasury De- 
partment, in which the surveys, in this gentle- 
man’s district, had been extended much beyond 
the amount of money appropriated for that object; 
and, as was contended by gentlemen who had ex- 
amined this subject, not warranted by the orders 
from the Treasury Department. This is the rea- 
son that induced me to make the call, and nothing 
personal towards General Rector. "This gentle- 
man he had heard well spoken of,-and he hoped, 
on the investigation, he would come out clear of 
suspicion. If otherwise, he, for one, would be in 
favor of his removal from this important station. 

Mr. McCoy, of Virginia, said he thought the 
resolution ought to be made general, so as to in- 
clude the retarns of all the surveyors since the 
year 1819; and he moved to amend the amend- 
ment to that effect. His object was to have in- 
formation to enable the House to see whether the 
public lands cannot be surveyed for less money 
than they now are ; and, with this view, he should 
like to have information from every section of the 
country where the public lands lie. The original 
motion, however, to go back to the year 1805, 
would put the House in such a situation that it 
would not be able to obtain, during the session, 
the information which was wanted. Mr. McC. 
said that he had nothing to say against General 
Rector. He knew but little of him, but that he 
was a Virginian by birth, and he had always un- 
derstood him to be a man of high character. 

Mr. Cocke said he had no disposition to im- 

ach General Rector more than any other man. 
He was induced to offer the amendment in its 
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resent shape, on the ground that the accounts of 
all the other surveyors were settled at the Treas- 
ury except those 0 the surveyor particularly men- 
tioned. He could have no personal objection, he 
said, to General Rector. Until he came to this 
lace, he never saw him in his life. In order to 
ave the matter as fully investigated as possible, 
he would most cheerfully yield to the wishes of 
the gentleman from Virginia, and accept the 
amendment proposed by Mr. McCoyas a modi- 
fication of his motion. The accounts embraced 
by it might be obtained during the session; but, 
if the resolution went as far back as 1805, he was 
ersuaded the object of it would be defeated. 
ith regard, said Mr. C., to the expressions about 
the Rip Raps, and so on, which have been used 
by the gentleman from Missouri, they pass by me 
like the idle wind. 

Some conversation took place, in which Mr. 
Scorr, Mr. Cocks, Mr. Taytor, Mr. Jonnston, 
and Mr. JenninGs, took part, on a suggestion to 
include in the motion the deputy surveyors gene- 
ral; which was overruled by the House, on the 
ground, apeeseaey that the surveyor general’s 
returns would inciude those of the deputies. In 
the course of this conversation— 

Mr. Jennines remarked, that the resolution 
presented to him objections, either with or with- 
out the pending amendment, which would induce 
him to vote against it in either shape. Some gen- 
tlemen wished for the information to enable them 
to form a correct estimate whether too much 
money was not paid for the surveys of the public 
lands, while others wanted it for the purpose of 
knowing whether the official conduct of the sur- 
veyor general of Illinois, Missouri, &c., has been 
unexceptionable. He should suppose, if any gen- 
tleman believed that officer had not discharged 
his duty, they ought to go directly to their object. 
The resolution, however, includes all the survey- 
ors general, for the purpose of getting at one of 
them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cocke’s 
amendment ; which was agreed to. The resolu- 
tion, as thus amended, was then agreed to with- 
out a division. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


The engrossed bill for the better organization 
of the district court of the State of Louisiana, was 
read a third time. 

Mr. Cocke moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to amend it so as to leave it a simple 
provision authorizing the holding additional terms 
of the court in Opelousas. 

Here arose a debate, which lasted several hours, 
upon the points, whether additional compensation 
should be given to the district judge, and whether 
for this additional court, a new marshal, clerk, or 
attorney, should be appointed. The ground was 
narrow, but it was strongly contested by the 
friends of the bill, headed by Mr. Jounston of 
Louisiana, and its opponents, led by Mr. Cocke. 

Mr. Jounston, zealous in his cause, was sup- 

orted by Mr. Wricut, Mr. Matuary, and Mr. 

UcKER ; and Mr. Cocke was closely followed, 

17th Con. 2d Srss—2! 
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on the same side, by Mr. Taytor, of New York, 
who zealously opposed the creation, unnecessarily, 
as he contended, of new offices. Mr. Coox, Mr. 
TomLinson, and Mr. Keyes, also supported the 
recommitment. Mr. Ruea also favored a recom- 
mitment, without instructions. 

Finally, the instructions were stricken out of 
the motion for recommitment, by 80 votes to 70. 
The motion for recommitment was withdrawn; 
and, on motion of Mr. JounsTon himself, the 
House reconsidered the vote by which the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill being again open to amendment 
amendments were proposed ; when, on imotion o 
Mr. JounstTon, the bill was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

The House, then, not without considerable op- 
position to the recess of to-morrow, adjourned 
over to Monday. 





Monpay, January 20. 


Joun Serceant, from Pennsylvania, appeared, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. Hit presented a petition of sundry inhab- 
itants of Lincoln county, State of Maine, prayin 
that the town of Dresden may be made a port o 
entry.—Referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a memo- 
rial from the Board for Internal Improvement of 
the State of North Carolina, praying the aid of 
Government in the removal of certain sand bars, 
at the entrance of Cape Fear river—Referred to 
the Committee of Commerce. 

Mr. Connicr presented two memorials from the 
inhabitants of New Brunswick, and the adjacent 
country, in the State of New Jersey, praying that 
the aid of Government may be extended to the 
manufacturing interest of the nation.—Referred 
to the Committee of the whole House to which is 
committed the “Bill for the more effectual en- 
couragement of certain domestic manufactures.” 

Mr. Hami.Ton presented a memorial of sundry 
banking institutions, insurance companies, and 
individuals, of Charleston, South Carolina, pray- 
ing that the charter of the Bank of the United 
States may be so amended as to release the said 
bank and its offices from the obligation of re- 
ceiving, in payment of all dues to the Govern- 
ment, the notes of all the different offices of the 
said Bank of the United States, in whatever part 
of the Union such office may be leontaiies tim 
ferred to Messrs. HEMPHILL, CAMBRELENG, MER- 
ceR, MaLuary, and McKim. 

Mr. Ruea presented a memorial of the eighth 
convention of the Manumission Society of the 
State of Tennessee, praying that Congress will 
take the situation of the people of color of the 
United States, held in slavery, into their consid- 
eration, and provide by law for their relief.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Francis Jounson, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill 
further to regulate the Post Office Department; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
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Mr. McCoy, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Loudon Case 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the subject 
was referred, reported a bill concerning patents; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The bill is as follows: 


“ Be it enacted, &c., That, in all suits instituted, after 
the passage of this act, for the violation of the rights 
of patentees, their executors, administrators, or assigns, 
under the several acts of Congress concerning patents, 
costs shall be allowed such patentees, their executors, 
administrators, or assigns, in all cases where the sum 
recovered by them or any of them in damages shall 
not be less than fifty dollars.” 


Mr. Top, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, laid before the House a statement exhibiting 
a view of the duties as at present imposed on cer- 
tain imports, compared with the duties proposed 
to be imposed on the same articles by the bill now 
pending before this House for the more effectual 
encouragement and protection of certain domes- 
tic manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
having under consideration the aforesaid bill. 

Mr. Wricat, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of Doctor James Smith, upon the 
subject of vaccination, reported “that, perceiving 
no other purpose in the petition than the enact- 
ment of some law on the subject, and believing 
legislation thereon to be inexpedient, they beg 
leave to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion thereof.” 

The report was read, and agreed to by the 
House. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Lincotn on 
the 17th instant, and laid on the table under the 
rule, was taken up, read, modified, and agreed to 
by the House, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Departments 
of State, the Treasury, War, and Navy, be directed, 
severally, to inform this House what newspapers, 
journals, and other periodical publications, charts and 
instruments, maps and prints, are taken at the public 
expense in their respective departments: A/so, to fur- 
nish catalogues of ail books which have been pur- 
chased at the public expense in their respective de- 

rtments, stating the titles and prices of such as 

ave been procured each year, during the last six 
years. 


Mr. Ric submitted the following resolution, 


which was agreed to and ordered to lie on the 
table one day. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be arranged and Jaid before 
this House a digest, showing such changes of the 
commercial regulations of the different foreign coun- 
tries with which the United States have intercourse, 
as shall have been adopted, and come to the know- 
ledge of the Executive, subsequent to the formation of 
the digest communicated to the Senate on the 7th of 
December, 1819. 


On motion of Mr. Hernanpbez, the Committee 
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on Public Lands were directed to inquire into the 
expediency of vesting so much of the public lots 
and houses within the city of Pensacola, in the 
Territory of Florida, as may not be required for 
the use of the United States, in the City Counci| 
of said city, and for its benefit and improvement. 

On motion of Mr. F. Jounson, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into 
the amount of annual expenditures in support of 
the marine corps ; the number of officers and men 
composing that corps; what services they render 
to the United States ; also, into the expediency of 
reducing the number, or of abolishing the same. 

Mr. Matuary moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
for an equal selection of midshipmen for the Navy, 
from the different States of the Union. 


In submitting this resolution, Mr. M. said his 
object was to attach every part of the nation to 
that essential arm of national defence, the Navy, 
by giving to every part of the nation an interest 
in its prosperity, &c. so far as that effect might be 
produced by the equal distribution of the offices 
among the population of our country. Sucha 
distribution, he believed, would have the further 
effect to strengthen the Government. With these 
views, he hoped to be indulged in the proposed 
inquiry. 

The resolve was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ruaaes, the House took up, 
and proceeded to consider, the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury on the petition of Abra- 
ham Snyder: whereupon, it was ordered that the 
petition and report be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Message 
from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting a report of the Secretary of the Navy, re- 
specting the cost and expediency of fortifying 
Thompson’s island, or Key West; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


NAVAL PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Futter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the Message from 
the President, upon the subject of a Naval Peace 
Establishment, made a report thereon, accom- 

anied by a bill to fix and render permanent the 

aval Peace Establishment of the United States; 
which biil was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the whole House on the state of the 
Union. The report is as follows: 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
committed the Message of the President of the United 
States, transmitting a plan for the Peace Establish- 
ment of the Navy of the United States, communi- 
cated at the present session of Congress, respectfully 
report: 

Before the late war between the United States and 
Great Britain, several acts of Congress, at different 
periods, established the amount and character of the 
naval force which was then deemed commensurate 
with our national resources, and adapted to the state 
of our relations with foreign countries, existing or an- 
ticipated. The changes, however, were so frequent, 
and the efforts to increase our naval strength were 50 
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incessant, that it was found, in practice, unnecessary 
to limit the number of vessels to be constructed, ex- 
cept by a due appropriation of our fiscal means; and, 
had these been greater at the period of the war, there 
is no doubt that the policy of our Government would 
have increased our Navy in equal proportion, at least, 
with our other military defences. 

Since that war, which so fully developed to our 
country and the world the vigor and efficiency of the 
American naval character, even when we possessed 
only an inconsiderable number of officers and ships of 
war, our Government has but fulfilled the wishes of 
the nation in adopting, and steadily adhering to, a 
liberal plan for the ‘‘ gradual increase” and early re- 
spectability of our naval power. 

The act appropriating the sum of eight millions of 
dollars, to be employed in constructing nine ships of 
the line and twelve frigates, with a subsequent modi- 
fication, extending the time for the accomplishment of 
the object, is still in force; and the ships proposed are 
in such a state of forwardness, that there is reason to 
expect their completion and equipment within the 
time contemplated, and without requiring additional 
appropriations. 

While such has been our policy in regard to the 
construction of vessels of war, the Executive, not be- 
ing restrained by any provision of existing laws, has 
continued to increase, by occasional promotions, and 
by mew appointments in the inferior,grades, the num- 
ber of officers in our naval service; yet, though the 
present number in some of the grades, perhaps, ex- 
ceeds the indispensable complement of the vessels 
already built, it falls far short of such complement for 
those which are in a train of speedy completion. The 
committee have also adverted to the circumstance, that 
a much larger number of sloops and small vessels of 
war will be wanted to form a just proportion to the 
ships of the larger classes, in the event of a contest 
with any maritime Power. They would remark, also, 
as proved by the experience of other nations, perhaps 
even more than our own, that ships may be construct- 
ed and equipped in far less time, on the approach of 
war, than is requisite to discipline and train a corps 
of officers, to whom the command of them might be 
safely intrusted. The committee, therefore, believe 
that it is not expedient to diminish the present num- 
ber of officers in service ; and they are disposed espe- 
cially to refer to the discretion of the Executive the 
expediency of increasing, to a reasonable extent, the 
number of midshipmen, as a class of officers to whom 
our future Navy must look for experience, discipline, 
and nautical science. Advantage might be supposed 
to accrue to the public service, by striking from the 
list of officers some whose age or infirmities render 
them no longer useful ; but a power of so much deli- 
cacy ought never to be exercised by legislation. If its 
policy or justice were admitted, the Executive is the 
only organ of the Constitution which, in the discharge 
of such a duty, possesses the competent means of in- 
formation, and which ought, therefore, to assume the 
responsibility. Yet it is believed, on no slight grounds, 
that the corps of naval officers in our service yield to 
no equal number of any nation in correctness of de- 
portment and sobriety of habits, as well as in nautical 
skill, experience, and characteristic boldness. 


A considerable expenditure will be saved by the pro- 
visions proposed in the organizatien of the several 
naval stations; and the recommendation of the De- 
partment of the Navy is deemed by the committee to 
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be founded on just principles, in making a distinction 
between officers on shore and those who are either in 
active service, or for the most part remote from their 
families and their homes. 

The medical department of the naval service has 
been fully considered by the committee, and they have 
had recourse to all the means of information in their 
power, to discover the nature and extent of defects 
acknowledged to exist, for the purpose of proposing, if 
possible, an effectual remedy. They are fully con- 
vinced that appointments in that branch of the service 
have hitherto been made with too little discrimination, 
and that many have entered it who, on a due exami- 
nation of their competency, would have been rejected. 
They are equally convinced that the pay and emolu- 
ments of surgeons and surgeons’ mates, though per- 
haps sufficient to induce young practitioners to engage 
for a few years, with a view to avail themselves of the 
superior practical advantages to be found in the ser- 
vice, are very incompetent to retain in service many 
of the most able and faithful of the faculty. The 
compensation for the most learned, experienced, and 
useful surgeons, even after a life devoted to duty, is 
but little greater than that of a lieutenant; and his 
slender compensation is not, like that of the latter, 
submitted to for the present in prospect of approaching 
promotion. Neither honors nor increasing pay en- 
courage him to improve in knowledge, and signalize 
himself by superior merit. Though many of the sur- 
geons in our Navy are men of skill and eminence, it 
is feared that many will abandon the service in dis- 
gust, and that, of those who remain, some of the most 
valuable are retained by the hope of a more suitable 
provision being made by an enlightened country. The 
committee believe that the sections in the bill which 
they have submitted, will place the medical corps of 
the Navy on such a basis as comports with the true 
interests of the service. 


These are some of the considerations which have 
guided the committee in proposing a Naval Peace Es- 
tablishment, of the character and extent provided in 
the bill which accompanies this report. They are not 
so sanguine as to expect that all its details, though 
generally founded upon the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Navy, assisted by the practical expe- 
rience of the Board attached to the Department, will 
meet the concurrence of the House. It may be proper 
to state, that the proposition of establishing higher 
grades of rank than have heretofore existed, may be 
deemed by some inexpedient at this time; and the 
committee are led to acquiesce in the recommendation 
of the Department, more with a view to the future 
condition of our Navy, and to the part it must hereafter 
act in any conflict with a maritime Power, than from 
an opinion that its present circumstances render the 
measure indispensable. Even in peace, however, they 
are of opinion that superior rank, in the naval as weil 
as in the military service, will be conducive to subor- 
dination and wholesome discipline ; and the inconsid- 
erable addition of expense which it involves ought not 
to present an obstacle to the attainment of an obvious 
benefit. 


The committee are far from intending, by the mea- 
sure now proposed, to arrest the progress, or to retard 
the development of our naval resources, so far as may 
correspond with the just views of policy, and the sound 
discretion of our Government; and they would hesi- 
tate to recommend its adoption at the present session 
of Congress, did they not deem its tendency propitious 
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to that progress, and to those views, But, in case it| various amendments proposed to it, in the com- 


should be found otherwise, it will be perceived by those 
who shall hereafter be intrusted with the regulation 
of our maritime defences, and the error, when dis- 
covered, will, without doubt, be promptly corrected. 


COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


The Speaker communicated the following let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury : 


Treasury Department, Jan. 18, 1823. 


Sin: In conformity with the provisions of the act 
of 10th January, 1820, entitled “An act to provide 
for obtaining accurate statements of the foreign com- 
merce of the United States,’’ I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following statements of the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, during the year end- 
ing on the 30th September, 1822, viz: 

Ist. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of merchandise imported into the United States. 

2d. A summary statement of the same. 

3d. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of domestic articles exported. 

4th. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of foreign articles exported. 

5th and 6th. Summary statements of the value of 
domestic and foreign articles exported. 

7th. A general statement of the amount of Ameri- 
can and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade 
of the United States. 

8th. A general statistical view of the commerce and 
navigation of the United States ; and 

9th. A statement of the tonnage entered and clear- 
ed, in and from the several States. 

From these statements, it appears that the imports, 
during the year ending on the 30th of September, 1822, 
have amounted to $83,241,541, of which amount $76,- 
984,331 were imported in American vessels and $6,- 
257,210 in foreign vessels: That the exports have, 
during the same period, amounted to $72,160,281, of 
which $49,874,079 were domestic, and $22,286,202 
were foreign articles: That of the domestic articles 
$39,931,913 were exported in American vessels, and 
$9,942,166 in foreign vessels ; and, of the foreign arti- 
cles exported, $20,783,655 were exported in Ameri- 
can, and $1,502,547 in foreign vessels: That 787,961 
tons of American shipping entered, and 813,748 clear- 
ed from ports of the United States; and that 100,541 
tons of foreign shipping entered, and 97,490 cleared 
from the ports of the United States during the same 
period. 

I remain, with respect, &c. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Partie P. Barsovr, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The letter was read, and, with the documents, 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hitt, of Maine, 500 extra 
copies of the letter and documents accompanying 
the same, were ordered to be printed, by a yote of 
69 to 37. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


The House then again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
on the unfinished business of Thursday last, being 
a bill regulating the duties on imports. 

The gentlemen who took an active part in ar- 
ranging the details of the bill, and discussing the 
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mittee, to-day, are Messrs. McKim, Campre.ena, 
Coupen, Lirrie, McLane, Tracy, Wricur, 
IncoamM, Watwortu, Barstow, Rugea, Wuip- 
PLB, TOMLINSON, and McCoy. 

Before going through the details of the bill, the 
Committee rose. 


TRADE WITH CANADA. 


Mr. Sreruina, of New York, offered for adop- 
tion the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire and report to this House, whether 
the provisions of an act of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, passed the 5th day of August, 1822, so far as 
they impose certain duties, upon the products of the 
United States passing into Lower Canada, down the 
river St. Lawrence, or otherwise, with a view to ex- 
portation, are not repugnant to existing treaties be- 
tween this country and Great Britain, or a violation 
of our right to the free navigation of the river St. 
Lawrence, and what measures are expedient to be 
taken to obtain a repeal or modification of said act, or 
of any other act of Parliament, so far as their pro- 
visions shall be found detrimental to our commerce, 
or repugnant to rights secured to us by treaty or na- 
tional law, or what countervailing provisions may be 
expedient on the part of the United States. 

Before the question was taken on agreeing to 
this resolution, 

Mr. Watworta, of New York, said that the 
subject referred to in the resolution offered by his 
colleague, was one in which his constituents had 
a deep interest; it was also of great importance to 
the citizens of all such parts of” the United States 
as bordered on the frontiers of Canada. That, 
by the 3d article of the treaty of the 19th Novem- 
ber, 1794, a reciprocal intercourse was secured to 
the citizens of the United States and Great Bri- 
tain on the northern and western frontiers of the 
United States, There could be no discriminating 
duties imposed by either party. Peltries imported 
from Canada were exempted from the payment of 
any duties, and no transit duty could be imposed 
upon goods transported through the territories of 
either by land or by inland navigation, &c. These 
mutual and reciprocal advantages had been en- 
joyed by the citizens of the United States until 
the late war. It was generally understood that 
the ten permanent sections of the treaty of 1794 
had been made void by the late war between the 
United States and Great Britain. The British 
Government, acting under that construction of the 
treaty, had imposed discriminating duties on lum- 
ber of the growth or produce of the United States 
imported into Great Britain from the Canadas; 
and by the acts of the British Parliament of the 
24th of June and 5th of August last, heavy duties 
had been imposed upon the principal articles of 
exports from the United States to Canada, which 
in substance amounted to a prohibition, notwith- 
standing the citizens of the United States had 
thus been deprived of the benefits secured to them 
by the treaty of 1794, the provision of that treaty had 
been incorporated into our revenue laws, and Brit- 
ish subjects still enjoyed the full benefit thereof. 

That he had prepared a resoiution for the pur- 
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e of bringing the subject before the House, but, 
tite oteenve had moved the subject, he would 
offer thisas an amendment, believing that was better 
calculated to bring the whole subject to the con- 
sideration of the Committee. 

Mr. WaLworTH then proposed an amendment 
in the following words : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire whether the reciprocal and equal 
advantages of trade, with the British Provinces on 
our northern and western frontier, secured to the 
United States by the third article of the treaty of the 
19th of November, 1794, and the explanatory article 
of the 4th of May, 1796, have not been so far im- 
paired by the act of the British Parliament of 1821, 
by which a discriminating duty is imposed upon lum- 
ber, the growth or produce of the United States im- 

ed into Great Britain from Canada, and by the 
acts of the 24th June and 5th of August last, regulat- 
ing the trade with, and fixing the rate of duties on 
goods imported into those provinces from the United 
States, as to require countervailing regulations on the 

rtof this Government: That the said committee be 
also instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing so much of the act of the 2d of March, 1799, 
entitled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage,” as was intended to secure to 
British subjects the reciprocal rights secured by said 
treaties; that the said committee be also instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of imposing duties upon 
the property of British subjects transported through 
the territories of the United States, from one part of 
the said British provinces to another, either by land 
or water; and that the said committee be likewise 
instructed to inquire what further provisions, by law, 
may be necessary to secure to the citizens of the 
United States their equal rights, in our commercial 
intercourse with the said British possessions on this 
continent. 

Mr. Srerwine said, the subject of the resolu- 
tion, was one of very deep importance to his con- 
stituents. He was not now disposed to detain 
the House by a discussion of the merits of the 
subject. He believed, however, the resolution 
would be found broad enough to embrace a reme- 
dy of the evil which he had in view. As the sub- 
ject was of great importance to his constituents, 

e was willing that both the resolution and the 
amendment should lie on the table for the present, 
and be printed. 

This suggestion being put in the shape of a 
motion to that effect, was agreed to, and the res- 
olution and amendment were both ordered to lie 
on the table. 

And then the House adjourned. 





Tuegspay, January 21. 


The Speaker presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Indiana, praying 
that Congress will, by law, organize a new circuit 
of the United States, of which Indiana shall com- 
pose a part, or attach her to that circuit of which 
the States of Ohio and Kentucky are component 
parts.—Referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a pe- 
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tition of sundry inhabitants of the State of Mis- 
souri, praying for the establishment of a new land 
district, and an office for the sale of the public 
lands within the said State—Referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. Newron, of Virginia, from the Committee 
of Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Bartlett and John Stearns, owners of the 
schooner Angler, Nathaniel Carver, owner of the 
schooner Harmony, and Isaac Collyer, owner of 
the schooner Dove, and others; which bill was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Futter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was recommitted the bill for the 
relief of the mother of the late Lieutenant William 
H. Allen, with instructions to report a bill for the 
relief of his sister, reported the same with sundry 
amendments, which go to substitute the daughter’s 
in the place of the mother’s name; which bill 
Was committed to the Committee of the whole 
House. 

Mr. Fuucer also made an unfavorable report in 
the case of Julia Lawrence, widow of the late 
Captain James Lawrence; which report was, on 
motion of Mr. Coupen, Co of the Naval Com- 
mittee,) committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to which is committed a bill for the relief 
of Sarah Perry. 

Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the Ju- 
diciary Committee, reported a bill to amend “An 
act for the establishment of a Territorial govern- 
ment in Florida ;” which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made a report on certain loans of lead and 
gunpowder, munitions of the United States; which 
report, and the resolution annexed to it, were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Ricu, of Vermont, re- 
questing the President to cause to be arranged and 
laid before the House, a digest, showing such 
changes in the commercial regulations of the dif- 
ferent foreign countries with which the United 
States have intercourse, as shall have been adopt- 
ed and come to the knowledge of the Executive, 
subsequently to the formation of the digest com- 
municated to the Senate on the 17th December, 
1819, was considered and adopted. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, offered the following re- 
solution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, all the 
correspondence between the Government of the United 
States and Great Britain, relating to the negotiation 
of the convention entered into between the two Gov- 
ernments, on the 20th of October, 1818, which may 
not be inconsistent with the public interest. 

The resolution was laid on the table for one day. 

On motion of Mr. Scorr, the Committee of the 
whole House was discharged from the considera- 

tion of the bill relative “to Land Claims in Mis- 
souri ;” and it was recommitted to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


PENSION TO SARAH PERRY. 


Mr. Futter, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was committed the petition of Sa- 
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rah Perry, mother of Oliver H. Perry, late a Cap- 
tain in the Navy of the United States, made the 
following report ; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole: 


By the decease of the son of the petitioner, Captain 
Oliver H. Perry, and, subsequently, by the decease of 
another son, a lieutenant in the Navy, she has been 
deprived of the support which those sons had success- 
ively bestowed ; and is, as sufficiently appears to the 
committee, advanced in years, and incapable of provi- 
ding for herself. The eminent services of her son first 
mentioned having called forth the bounty of the Gov- 
ernment in providing for his widow and children, by 
an act for their relief, passed on the 3d of March 1821, 
the committee believe that his mother, the present pe- 
titioner, is entitled to consideration, in at least an 
equal degree, and for similar reasons. They there- 
fore report a bill in her favor. 


To the honorable the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, the memorial of Sa- 
rah Perry, of the State of Rhode Island, respect- 
fully showeth : 


That your petitioner has at length determined to 
intrude her sorrows and distresses on your notice, 
confident of obtaining your sympathy and commisera- 
tion, should she even fail in adducing any claims to 
your justice and liberality. 


Your petitioner, after the death of her husband, 
(who had the honor of bearing a commission in the 
naval service of his country,) subsisted on the bounty 
of her deceased son, Oliver Hazard Perry, whose filial 
devotion and affection were such as to leave none of 
her wants, and few of her desires, in this world, un- 
satisfied. During his life, he invariably set aside a 
liberal proportion of his pay and emoluments for the 
support of your petitioner, notwithstanding the many 
claims of his immediate family on his comparatively 
slender income. 

The lamentable death of this son, on board of the 
John Adams, at Port Trinidad, in August, 1819, de- 
prived your petitioner of this succor, and the burden of 
the support of herself and an unmarried daughter de- 
volved on the younger branches of her family, more 
especially on her son, the late Lieutenant James Al- 
exander Perry, whose recent loss your petitioner has 
also to deplore. 

It must be within the knowledge of your honorable 
body, that, after the death of your petitioner’s son, Oliver 
H. Perry, a bill was introduced into the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and finally passed both branches of Con- 
gress, making a provision for his immediate family. 
In this bill, as originally reported by the committee to 
whom it was referred, there was a clause affording a 
competent support for your petitioner. In its progress, 
however, through the House, some of its best friends, 


Alexander Perry, who had recently been promoted to 
a lieutenancy in the Navy, returned from the Mediter- 
ranean, and forthwith contributed a large proportion 
of his pay and emoluments to the support of your pe. 
titioner. Had his precious life been spared, your pe. 
titioner would not have been constrained to make this 
application. The calamity by which this last resource 
has been cut off from your petitioner is known to you; 
and, although she cannot boast that this son has fallen 
in the battles of his country, she has the consolation 
of reflecting that, at the early age of thirteen, he 
fought by his brother’s side in the memorable en- 
gagement on Lake Erie; and that the life which he 
had devoted to his country was sacrificed, ultimately, 
in a generous and noble effort for the preservation of 
another. 

To confess our poverty is a humiliating declara- 
tion. Your petitioner is destitute, and her support, 
small as it is, is thrown on hands but inadequately 
capable of bearing it. She knows not that she has 
any other claims on the liberality of her country, than 
to say that she has reared five sons for its service, and 
that she is the mother of that hero who earned for his 
country a brilliant victory, and triumphed over your 
enemies, as well in magnanimity as by the invincible 
force of your arms. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly hopes that your 
honorable body will take her situation into considera- 
tion, and that you will be pleased to place her on the 
pension list for five years, or grant her such other per- 
manent support or relief as to you shall seem meet 
and proper. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, &c. SARAH PERRY. 


SUPPRESSION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


The Speaker laid before the House the follow- 
ing letter : 

Wasuineton, January 21, 1823. 

Sir: In the Washington Republican of last evening 
is an article, a copy of which we have the honor to 
annex hereto, impeaching the honesty of our conduct 
as printers to the House of Representatives. 

We are glad to meet this charge in a tangible form, 
unfounded as itis. Always holding ourselves ame- 
nable to the authority of the House for the faithful 
discharge of our official functions, we ask of the House, 
that it will do us the justice to institute a committee 
to inquire into the correctness of our conduct, herein 
impeached, with power to send for persons and papers, 
and report the result of its investigation to the hon- 
orable body over which you preside. 

With the highest respect, &c. 

GALES & SEATON, 
Printers to the House of Reps. 





fearful that the whole bill might be lost if too much | Hon. P. P. Bannoun, Speaker, $e. 


was asked, consented that the clause in your petition- | From the Washington Republican, of Jan. 21. 
er’s behalf should be stricken out, which was accord-| The following communication we are induced to 
ingly done; and, in this shape, the bill ultimately | insert in our paper, not from any feeling of hostility 
passed, with an unanimity on the part of Congress | to the respectable gentlemen to whom it is addressed— 
that conferred an inestimable value on the gifts of their | a feeling we are incapable of cherishing towards them— 
patriotic benevolence. | but, because we think it due to them to afford them 
Your petitioner did not repine that the considera- | an opportunity of doing away with an impression 
tion of her claims, whatever they might have been, | which has been made on the minds of some members 
should have been thus postponed; it was enough that | of the House, and which, if suffered to remain, may 
such a sacrifice was deemed essential in procuring a | be disadvantageous to their reputation : 
support for the wife and children of such a son. Messrs. Gates & Seaton—GentiemeN: Influ- 
Abovi this period, the son of your petitioner, James | enced by the charitable principle of considering every 
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man innocent, until his guilt is proved, and knowing} Upon this statement, Mr. Lirr.e, not wishing 
that presumptions even the most violent, are not al-/| to prevent any inquiry which any member of the 
ways to be relied on, it is the object of this address, House should think necessary, withdrew his mo- 
which shall be short, to elicit from you explanations | tion to lay the resolve on the table. 
that are indispenably necessary to acquit yourselves} Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, called for the reading 
of suspicions highly injurious to you, that have existed | of the paper annexed to the letter, (which had not 
for nearly twelve months past. previously been read. ) 

It will be recollected that, at the last session of Con-| © Mir. Wariaut, of Maryland, said, after the state- 
gress, the House of Representatives adopted a resolu- ment which had been made, he was clearly for 
ee ere eee ot erred to eahibe 2 statement investigating the matter, and exposing every thing 


of his transactions with all those banks, which had he , 
: sori : connected with it to the face of day, without re- 
been made by him the depositories of public moneys gerd to persons, effet whoen-it may. . He there: 


eceived from the sale of public lands. In conformit 3 : : 
to which resolution he wo his report on the 14th of fore cordially concurred in the appointment of 
February, 1822, and accompanied it with numerous the committee, as proposed. ; : 
corroborating and explanatory documents, all of which; Mr. Mircnety, of South Carolina, said he 
the House ordered to be printed. You were the pub-| hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts would 
lic printers to whom these documents were delivered ; | withdraw his motion, and that the precious time 
and it was your duty to have printed them correctly ; | of the House would not be suffered to be occupied 
yet it is a fact, incontrovertible, that parts of those | with a matter of this description. We are not so 
documents, implicating Mr. Crawford the most strong- | sensitive ourselves, said Mr. M., in regard to the 
ly, were suppressed, and totally omitted in the printed | reputation of the members of this House; when 
document, with which you furnished the House, pro- | our conduct is assailed in the newspapers, we do 
fessedly in obedience to its orders. Of this fact, any | not call for the authors, or appoint committees to 
gentleman may be fully satisfied, who will take the| inquire into the truth of the imputations against 
trouble to compare the printed document with the one| 1. He was very certain, he said, that Gales & 
transmitted to the House by Mr. Crawford, and which| s.aton had conducted themselves properly in the 
is now in the possession of the Clerk. ‘'he latter also discharge of their duties, and were deserving of 
affords intrinsic evidence, that the omissions were not the confidence of this House. But, if any attack 


accidental, for they are enclosed in black lead pencil ; h 
. ters by others, wh 
to have been intended as | W@S Made upon their charac y others, why 
gs. ee leaped ty ee “* | not let them resort to the courts of justice? Are 


a guide to your compositor. : ; ; ; 
Strong as are the implications which those facts | W° he said, going to investigate newspaper slan- 
seem to warrant, and decided as your partiality for ders? To convert ourselves into an inquest on 
Mr. Crawford has been, I will not indulge the belief, | characters? It is unbecoming in us to appoint a 
(at least until you have had an opportunity of explain- | committee merely on the foundation of a news- 
ing,) that you could have reconciled it to yourselves, | paper paragraph. It would be otherwise if any 
to have sheltered him from a just responsibility, by so | charge were presented by a member against these 
great a violation of the confidence reposed in you, and | gentlemen. As it was, he hoped the resolution, &e., 
such a flagrant contempt of the legitimate authority of |} would be suffered to lie on the table. 
the House of Representatives, that no member there- Mr. CampBeELL, of Ohio, stated that, if there 
of, however infatuated by party zeal, who feels the | were nothing but newspaper authority to act upon, 
slightest respect for the dignity of his station, could, | the course recommended by the gentleman from 
without dishonor, regard with indifference. South Carolina was one which he should be 
Mr. Dwicur, of Massachusetts, made a motion, | strongly inclined to follow. But he stated that 
which was subsequently reduced to writing, in| the perusal of the publication in the newspaper 
the following words: had induced him to go to the Clerk’s office to see 
Resolved, That the letter of Messrs. Gales & Seaton | the document referred to in that publication. It 
be committed to a select committee, and that said seemed, upon the face of it, that this House has 
committee have power to send for persons and papers. | peen imposed upon either by the printers or some 
Mr. Lirrtce, of Maryland, hoped the course now | other officers of the Government. He did not un- 
ponent, would not be taken. He hoped the} dertake to declare where the fault lay, but the 
ouse would not pay so much respect to an anony- | censure rested somewhere, and it ought to be fixed 
mous publication in a newspaper, as to make it | at the proper place. The letter in question, he 
the subject of inquiry by a committee. He moved | said, was one from W. R. Dickinson, cashier of 
to lay the letter, &c., on’ the table. the Bank of Steubenville. In the original of this 
Mr. CampseLt, of Ohio, suggested that, if the | letter was one paragraph enclosed within brackets, 
gentleman from Maryland were somewhat better | and a cross made over it with a pencil, which 
acquainted with the subject involved in this in- | perhaps had been done as a notice to the printer 
quiry, he would not make so light of it. He| that that part was not to be published. That para- 
did not know whether the gentleman had been | graph was one which ought not to have been sup- 
favored with a view of a certain document, of pressed, as it had been. Mr. C. said he presumed 
the last session, which ought to have been pub-| that when a member makes a statement of this 
lished, but of which a part was not published; | kind in his place, it is due even to him that a 
and which seemed to demand an inquiry by the} committee should be raised to inquire into the 
House. If he had seen it, he was persuaded the| matter. The marks referred to might perhaps 
gentleman would not desire to prevent the in-| have been inadvertently made; they might, for 
quiry, &e. example, have been made by the person who first 
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read the letter, and taken by the printers for a 
mark of omission. The thing ought, however, to 
be investigated. When a Department is called 
on for information, and in communicating it a 
part of a letter is suppressed, or it is in any other 
‘way 4 eta, it is treating the House in a very 
shameful manner. It was due to all who could 
be suspected of this suppression, that it should be 
inquired into. Let those who are innocent appear 
so, and those who are guilty be exposed. It 1s our 
duty, as members, to see that such frauds do not 

unpunished. Suppose that any member, hear- 
ing from this cashier what he had written to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, should state it on this 
floor, and on turning to the printed documents 
should find nothing of the sort there, what an un- 
pleasant situation he would be placed in, &c. It 
‘was due, under every view, to Messrs. Gales & 
Seaton, and to the head of the Treasury De- 
partment, that an inquiry should take place into 
this matter. 

Mr. Wricut intimated his opinion that it was 
very improper to go into an investigation of the 
subject itself on a mere question whether the 
House would inquire into it or not. He hoped, 
after what has passed, that a large committee 
would be raised to inquire into the matter. 

Mr. McLane, of Delaware, thought that where 
any imputation was seriously made on any officer 
of this House, it ought to be investigated. He 
‘was, therefore, in favor of the resolution—not be- 
cause he believed there had been any fault on the 

rt of the printers to this House, or because he 
believed there had been any fault any where. He 
wished a full inquiry, and to have all the cireum- 
stances connected with this matter placed before 
the House. He had never heard of the fact stated 
by the gentleman from Ohio, nor even seen the 
publication in question, before it was presented to 
the House this morning. But he had formed his 
opinion that there was no fault anywhere, from 
the single fact, which speaks loudly to all parties. 
This House is in possession of the original letter 
from the cashier. When calls are made on the 
Departments for information, it is usual to furnish 
copies. In this instance, the original paper had 
been sent to this House; and he could not con- 
ceive any other motive for the Department fur- 
nishing the original paper, unless it were that the 
House should be in possession of all the facts con- 
nected with the subject, though it might not have 
been proper that wae particular of it should be 
spread before the public. 

Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, expressed his surprise 
that the gentleman from South Carolina should 
have expressed his entire confidence in the prin- 
ters, and yet have opposed the proposed inquiry. 
Here is the grave assertion of one of the most re- 
spectable members of the House, that the House 
has been imposed upon by them or by somebody 
else. Messrs. Gales & Seaton are at present prin- 
ters to this House, and it is probable will come 
before us at the close of this session, and ask a re- 
election to that trust. Mr. A. asked the gentle- 


oP whether he would give his vote for them? 
he gentleman from South Carolina professed to 
be the friend of the printers, and yet his course 
would be such as to prevent any man from cop. 
scientiously giving them a vote for re-election, 
Mr. A. said he should be extremely reluctant to 
suppose Messrs. Gales & Seaton really culpable. 
as was imputed to them; but, when a charge t 
that effect was formally made against them, stand- 
ing on the high credit of one of the members of 
this House, what could he do? It was due to the 
parties—to the gravity of the charge—to the re. 
spectable source from whence it now emanates, 
being one of the members of this House, that an 
inquiry should take place. 

Mr. Mircue.t, of South Carolina, said he had 
considered this charge merely as brought by an 
editor of a newspaper against Gales & Seaton, 
when he opposed the appointment of a committee 
on the subject. He did not suppose it was sup- 
ported by any member of this House. So longa: 
it rested merely on the assertion, perhaps un- 
founded assertion, of a newspaper, he was opposed 
to the examination of it. But he had too much 
respect for the members of this House to resist an 
inquiry into a charge ngprrine by the authority 
of any one of them, and therefore withdrew his 
opposition to the proposed reference. 

r. [INGHAM called for the reading of the docu- 
ment referred to in debate, to show the eflect of 
the omission of the part of it which had not been 
printed. 

Mr. Wricut repeated that the charge now 
presented was one of an aggravated character 
against the servants of this Hoase, and it was 
due to them and to the House that it should be 
inquired into. 

Mr. Dwicurt expressed the same sentiment in 
justification and support of his motion. 

Some conversation took place as to the point 
whether the letter which had been read was the 
original, taken from the files of the House, and it 
turned out to be so. 

Mr. Wricut again protested against instituting 
a partial investigation into the merits of this mat- 
ter, on a question whether it ought to be inquired 
into. It would be time enough to investigate it, 
he said, when the whole matter was before the 
House. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dwiaut’s 
motion, and decided in the affirmative, nem. con. 

And Messrs. Dwicut, Conpict, Epwarps of 
Connecticut, Kent, Daguineton, Saunpers, and 
BRECKENRIDGE, were appointed the committee. 


HONORS TO A DECEASED PATRIOT. 


Mr. Hamitton, of South Carolina, rose and 
said, the melancholy intelligence which was an- 
nounced in the gazettes of yesterday, of the death 
of my distinguished predecessor, the private ad- 
vices which | have received from South Carolina 
have but too fully confirmed. When, sir, (said 
he) it is recollected that Mr. LownpeEs was con- 
structively a member of this House at the period 


man from South Carolina, and any other gentle-| of his death, for 1 believe that his resignation at 
man, if this matter was not satisfactorily cleared | that time had not then reached his home; but, 
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—— 
above all, sir, when we consider the station which clined,” he would have regarded it as the greatest 
he occupied on this floor, with such remarkable | misfortune of his life, if he could have won it, by 
honor to himself, and advantage to his country ; | inflicting upon his country the example of success- 
when we are sensible that he was here as it were | ful intrigue and ambition—if he could have ob- 
but yesterday, occupying that place which [ now | tained it even by one harsh collision, which could 
so feebly and inefficiently fill; that the impression | have shaken the foundation of this Union. 
left by his delightful character and commanding; In this review of an interesting era of his life, I 
intellect, is yet almost animated by the vigor of | am doing little more than giving utterance to 
life, Iam sure you will not regard the few obser- | those sentiments that fell from his own lips. 
vations I shall offer on this mournful occasion, as__— Alas, sir, when I contemplate the void his death 
an unseasonable trespass. I know too well how | has produced at home, that in a State not absolutely 
ou cherish the recollection of his virtues, not to sterile in the production of able men, it will be 
e certain of your kindest and most respectful | long, if ever that we can hope for the proud dis- 
sympathy. , | tinction of furnishing such a contingent of genius, 
It might, sir, be seemingly presumptuous in me worth, and knowledge, so large in its amount, so 
to descant on his public virtues in this assembly, | estimable in its qualities for the service of our 
where they were so conspicuously exercised for a | common country, I cannot but sink under an in- 
period of ten years, in which the richest and most vincible dismay. Good men de not die, however, 
various knowledge was successfully blended with | without bequeathing something to posterity. | 
the purity and ardor of an ingenuous spirit, and | have some where seen a remark, which appears 
the intelligence of a lofty intellect. But, of his | to me to be as philosophically just, as it is conso- 
rivate virtues, I may be permitted to speak. At) ling tohumanity. However feebly, I will attempt 
ome, “ where we knew him best and loved him | its illustration. Vice in its immediate operation 
most ;” where our opportunities were most abun- | is undoubtedly pernicious. The bad man poisons 
dant for observing the delightful sway which the | the atmosphere in which he lives, contaminates, 
simplicity and modesty of his character exercised | “ frets his hans hour on the stage,” dies and is for- 
over the higher faculties of his nature, it will be| gotten. But the virtuous man, such a being as 
allowed us to indulge in an affection for the indi- | our deceased friend, not only is a blessing to the 





vidual which is quite equal to the admiration 
which accompanied him abroad. In the softer 
charities of human life, in the relations of husband, 
parent, friend, and master, he was amiably and 
conspicuously loved and distinguished. 


There was a belief in which public opinion is | 
supposed to have indulged, in regard to Mr. | 


Lownpes, which was radically unsound ; that he 
was deficient in decision of character. 


take naturally grew out of the extreme facility of | 
his disposition, in relation to all objects that were | 


eet advantageous to himself; out of an 


abitual acquiescence in the postponement of his | 


own interests and distinction to make room for 
the aspirations of the more sanguine and confident. 
But, in any of those delicate junctures which arise 
in morals and patriotism, where it might be expe- 
dient to be wrong, but honest to be right, he had, 
and would uniformly have evinced the triumphant 
resolves of an undismayed and inflexible spirit. 
He had emphatically less self love and more self 
denial than any man who ever came within the 
sphere of my experience. These virtues were ex- 
emplified in a remarkable degree, in the manner 
in which he received, and invariably treated, the 
nomination which was made, in his behalf, by his 
native State, to the first office in the gift of this 
am. = . | 
hatever opinion he might have entertained, 
as to the propriety of this measure, he could not 
but be sensible of the favorable estimation of those 
who hada right to know him most intimately, 
but his generous sensibilities were eeincipilly 
aroused, by the ill omens which might possibly be 
gathered from flinging another competitor into 
the perilous and troubled arena. Whilst he was 
conscious that “ the office of President of the Uni- 
ted States was one neither to be solicited nor de- 


The mis- | 


age in which he lives, but his virtues visit the re- 
| motest posterity in a thousand impressive shapes, 
| giving “ardor to virtue and confidence to truth.” 
| From his grave there arises a halo of unfading 
| brightness ! 
' T would now tender to you a resolution which 
would seem naturally to follow the few observa- 
| tions in which I have indulged; but, I give way 
to the gentleman from Virginia, whose fortune it 
was to have and deserve the unbounded confidence, 
| friendship, and esteem of my distinguished prede- 
| cessor, while it comports best with my own feel- 
} 


ings, that any testimonials of respect you may ac- 
| cord to the memory of my deceased friend should 
| not come from the State I have the honor to rep- 
| resent. 

Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, rose to follow, with 
| the resolution which had been intimated by his 
friend from South Carolina, the feeling annuncia- 
tion which had been just addressed to the House. 
That gentleman might well feel and speak more 
strongly than any other member of the House 
could do, on the subject of this melancholy event, 
from his more intimate association, both by resi- 
| dence and friendship, with the eminent man whose 
| loss we deplored; and the peculiarity of whose 

character and fortune it was to be esteemed and 
beloved in the exact proportion in which he was 
known. It was, indeed, a character, Mr. A. said, 
in which the qualities which won esteem, were 
blended in the happiest unison with those which 
commanded it. He had no intention of entering 
into any minute delineation of his character, for 
many reasons. The most important was, that he 
felt he was unequal to the office. Nor was it ne- 
cessary, after the picture which had been presented 
to us to-day, to which, if he attempted to add any 
coloring, he should only contribute to deface, per- 
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haps, that which did not require to be improved. 
Panegyric, on this occasion, was indeed rendered 
unnecessary by the settled feeling and opinion of 
this country in relation to Mr. Lowndes. He had 
been, for a considerable time, conspicuously before 
the public, a part of that time compespending a 
very trying period of our history, and the judg- 
ment of the public had been awarded in relation 
to him. He was already ranked with the eminent 
names which had passed by, and been consecrated 
to national respect. He was already ranked as a 
man superior in worth as he was in mind—as one 
of the purest, and ablest, and most faithful of the 
statesmen who might claim from our country the 
meed of honor—as combining a large share of the 
highest titles to human deference and estimation, 
talent, and public service, and virtue. Mr. A. 
said that the House would be deficient in the dis- 
charge of its appropriate office, it would not reflect 
the sentiments and the wishes of the people whom 
it represented, if it omitted the testimony of re- 
spectful regret which was due to this afflicting 
occasion. The face of this country was clothed 
in mourning, and this countenance ought to be 
reflected in its proper mirror, the proceedings and 
language of this House. The foam would be 
wanting, in a due respect to itself, if it omitted 
this last tribute to a man who had filled so large 
a space in its service, and brought to it so great 
an accession of reputation. The House had, he 
knew, no disposition to withhold the tribute. Their 
feeling, on the subject, was in a true accord with 
the feeling of the country. Some gentlemen might 
suppose, however, that the case was not compre- 
hended by the rule of usage of the House, in this 
respect. If it were not so embraced, Mr, A. had 
no hesitation for himself, in saying this was a case 
in which he would make a rule for the occasion. 
He acknowledged himself the obligations of pre- 
eedent in no other place than a court of justice; 
conceiving, in all other places, a higher obedience 
to be due to the sources of precedent, the justice 
and reason from which it was presumed to spring. 
But the case did fall within the principle and in- 
tendment of the usage. We had been told, by his 
friend from South Carolina, that Mr. Lowndes 
was constructively a member of this House at the 
period of his lamented demise. But for the near 
approach and prospect of this event, his seat would 
never have been vacated; and because he refused 
to hold an office of which he was unable to dis- 
charge the duties, and had given, in his last public 
act, a new and further proof of his just claims to 
our esteem, was the testimony of our respect to be 
withheld from him which would otherwise have 
been accorded? This could not, Mr. A. knew, be 
the sentiment of the House. It was among the 
first duties of patriotism, especially in a free State, 
to accord a due testimony of pablie sensibility to 
eminent public service. It was the most unques- 
tionable dictate of policy, in such a State, to hold 
out the incitements, at once so cheap and so splen- 
did, to public virtue, which were afforded by the 
prospect of posthumous honor and reputation. A 
case could scarcely occur, calling more loudly for 
action, in reference to this duty and this policy, 
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accord in rendering the last office of respect which 
long be a subject of our pride to remember, an H 


riod of life at which he might have been expected 


move that this House do 
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than that which was now presented. Mr. Arcup, Mr. 
had no doubt that the House duly appreciated jt, | 7 ng t 


obligation; and that there would be an unanimoy; 


he was about to propose, to a man whom it wou, 
of our regret to have lost; and that, too, at a pp. 


to render still further services to his country and 
to establish a still larger, though not more yp. 
doubted title to its esteem. He should, therefore, 


Resolve, That the members of this House will tes. 
tify their respect for the memory of Wa. Lownns; 
late a member of this House, from the State of South 
Carolina, by wearing crape on the left arm for one 
month. 

Mr. Taytor, of New York, addressing the 
Speaker, said, I rise to second the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, and to tender to hin 
sincere thanks for having made it. To omit this 
homage of national respect, could in no wise im- 
pair the exalted and well-earned fame of our la. 
mented friend, but it would indicate a want of 
sensibility to the greatest bereavement in the loss 
of a citizen, which has befallen the Union since |” 
I have held a seat in its councils. The highest 
and best hopes of this country looked to WiLLiax 
Lownpes for their fulfilment. The most honor- 
able office in the civilized world—the Chief Ma- 
gistracy of this free people would have been illus- 
trated by his virtues and talents. During nine 
years service in this House, it was my happiness 
to be associated with him on many of its most 
important committees. He never failed to shed 
new light upon all subjects to which he applied 
his vigorous and discriminating mind. His in- 
dustry in discharging the arduous and responsible 
duties constantly assigned him was persevering 
and efficient. 

To manners the most unassuming—to patriot- 
ism the most disinterested—to morals the most 
pure—to attainments of the first rank in literature 
and science—he added the virtues of decision and 
prudence, so happily combined, so harmoniously 
united, that we knew not which most to admire, 
the firmness with which he pursued his purpose, ot 
the gentleness with which he disarmed opp0- 
sition. 

His arguments were made, not to enjoy the tri- 
umph of victory, but to convince the judgment of 
his hearers; and when the success of his efforts 
was most signal, his humility was most con- 






spicuous ! / th 
You, Mr. Speaker, well remember his zeal in J ha 
sustaining the cause of our country in the darkest — ™' 
days of the late war. You cannot have forgot- F ! 
ten—who that heard him can ever forget theim- | 4H 
ression of his eloquence in announcing the reso- F_ 

ution of thanks to the gallant Perry, for the vic — N 
tory of Lake Erie? Alas! alas! the statesman e3 
has joined the hero—never, never again shall his pi 
voice be heard in this Hall. We shall hear him o} 
al 


no more, until the voice of the Archangel shall 
summon the grave to surrender its dead. 
When Mr. Taytor sat down— 














660 |3 661 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 662 
1823, January, 1823. Proceedings. H. or R. 
CHER |] Mr. ARcHER rose again, and said that there was | the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
edits | one topic of especial recommendation to the re- | expediency of altering the times of holding the 
mous |9 rd of this House possessed by Mr. Lownpes, | district court in the district of Vermont. 

‘hich which, through inadvertence, he had omitted,| On motion of Mr. Stewart, the Committee on 
ould and which he would now, in reference to his own | the Library were instructed to inquire into the 
and feelings, and not for any purpose of aid to the | expediency of authorizing the Librarian to form 
a pe- resolution, ask permission to supply. It was that, | a digested Index to the State Papers, and such 
ected although the highest allurements had been held | other books in the public Library as may re- 
and out to him to do so, as Mr. A. had good reason to | quire it. 

Un believe, he could never be induced to change for| The following Message was received from the 
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any sphere of public service —— regarded as 
more honorary the service of this House. There 
was nothing, Mr. A. said, which could have sepa- 
rated him from us but the grave. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
Mr. ARCHER’s motion; and it was determined in 
the affirmative, nem. con. 

On motion of Mr. Rein, of Georgia, the House 
then immediately adjourned. 





Wepnespay, January 22. 


Mr. Wixuiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made a report on the peti- 
tion of Thomas L. Ogden, on behalf of himself 
and others, and accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which bill was read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee of Claims were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the sub- 
ject has been referred, reported a bill to provide 
for the reports of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Cotpen, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made a report on the petition of James H. 
Clarke, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the Secretary of State of the 3d of December last, 
of the number of officers and messengers retained 
in his Department. Whereupon, it was ordered 
that the said report be committed to the Commit- 
tee on Expenditures in the Department of State. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the Committee of Claims on the memorial of 
sundry merchants and others of Baltimore, for 
further compensation for damages sustained by 
the sinking of their vessels at the entrance of the 
harbor of that city. Whereupon, the report and 
memorial were referred to the Secretary of the 
Navy, with instructions to report thereon to this 
House at the next session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Barstow, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing a bounty to captors on all 
pirates taken and brought into the United States 
on conviction: and likewise on the vessel and 
armament in which they may be captured, on 
condemnation in the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Mattary, the Committee on 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 
To the House of Representatives : 

To carry fully into effect the intentions of Con- 
gress in making an appropriation of five thousand 
dollars, by the act of the 14th of April, 1820, for the 
survey of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from the 
rapids of the Ohio at Louisville to the Balize, for the 
purpose of facilitating and ascertaining the most prac- 
ticable mode of improving the navigation of those 
rivers, orders were given, through the proper depart- 
ment, to the Board of Engineers, to examine and 
survey the said rivers with reference to those objects, 
and to report their opinion thereon ; which they have 
done, and which report I now communicate for the 
information of Congress. 

JAMES MONROE. 

January 22, 1823. 

The Message was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list 
of the names of persons to whom patents have 
been issued for the invention of any new or use- 
ful art or machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any improvement thereon during 
the year 1822; which letter and list were laid on 
the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report 
in relation to the military road from Plattsburg 
to Sackett’s Harbor, as required by the resolution 
of the 14th instant ; which letter and report were 
laid on the table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a printed statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the United States for the year 
1821, with an appendix containing statements of 
the debt of the United States, and of its redemp- 
tion, to the close of the year 1821.—The letter 
and statement were laid on the table. 

The House took up, on the motion of Mr. Wauk- 
eR, of North Carolina, the report in the case of 
Benjamin Curry; and the resolution, unfavora- 
ble to the petitioner, appended to the report, was 
concurred in by the House. The petitioner, on 
Mr. W.’s motion, then had leave to withdraw his 
papers and documents. 

On motion of Mr. Woopcock, to take up the 
bill “to provide for disciplining the militia of the 
United States”—(Mr. W. stating that his object 
was simply to commit it to the Committee on 
Military Affairs,) the House refused to take it up, 
by a vote of 61 to 58. ; 

Mr. Coox’s resolution, yesterday laid on the 
table, requesting the President of the United 
States to communicate all the correspondence be- 
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tween the Government of the United States and 
Great Britain, relative to the negotiation of the 
Convention entered into between the two Govern- 
ments, on the 20th October, 1818, which may not 
be inconsistent with the public interest, was taken 
up and agreed to. 

TESTIMONIALS OF RESPECT. 


Mr. Wricur rose, and remarked, that yesterday 
we had _ a just tribute of respect to the mem- 
ory of the Hon. Witttam Lownpes, late a mem- 
ber of this House; and he felt great pleasure, as 
it was a new case, that it was unanimously adopt- 
ed. It had established a precedent which he pre- 
sumed the House would consider itself bound to 
observe. He therefore moved the following reso- 
lution which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That this House will testify its respect for 
the memory of Tuomas Van Swearincen of Virginia, 
Lupwie Wonman of Pennsylvania, and James Ovenr- 
stTREET of South Carolina, members of this House, by 
wearing crape on the left arm for one month. 


THE MINT. 


Mr. Conk. inc offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee, appointed on 
the 13th instant, to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing in force the law making the crowns of France 
and five-franc pieces a lawful tender, be also instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of continuing in force 
the act, entitled “An act concerning the Mint,” ap- 
— March 3, 1801; and that the said committee 

ve leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Rocuester, of New York, said that this 
resolution reminded him of another subject, some- 
what analogous to it, to which he wished to call 
the attention of the House, viz: the propriety of 
inquiring into the expediency of reducing the 
standard of American gold coin, or rather of pro- 
portioning it to the value of the gold coin of other 
countries. This subject, Mr. R. said, had occu- 
pied the attention of several committees at former 
sessions of Congress, at the head of one of which 
was the distinguished gentleman whose death the 
nation now deplores, and to whose memory the 
House yesterday, in a manner so honorable to 
itself, paid a tribute of respect. That committee, 
and other committees, had reported in favor of 
reducing the standard of our gold coin. The sub- 
ject, he believed, had never been acted upon ; if it 
had been acted upon, it had at least not received 
the sanction of the House. The gold coin, Mr. R. 
said, is now entirely disappearing from among us. 
It may be owing to this cause, very much, that 
the tabular statements of exports and imports of 
specie for the last year exhibit a balance of eight 
millions of dollars against us. It was only yes- 
terday, he said, he had been told that the banks in 
New York have not in their vaults a single piece 
of gold of any kind, nor an American or Spanish 
milled dollar—their specie being made up of 
French crowns, five-franc pieces, and parts of dol- 
lars. He presumed that the banks in other cities 
were in pretty nearly the same situation. With 
these views, he wished to propose an amendment 
to the resolution, to allow him an opportunity to 


Se eee, Mee ee Re CRs ce a hte ee eee a 
prepare which, he moved that this resolution |ic | 


on the table. al 

Mr. Conx.ine not objecting to this course, th. 
resolution ‘was ordered to lie on the table accor. 
ingly. 


o 3 


Same 


CAPTURED VESSELS. ) 


Mr. BrRecKENRIDGE Offered the following reso. | 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary by : 


instructed to inquire into the allowances made 1, 
marshals for the safe-keeping of seized or capturej | 
vessels. fy 
Mr. B. made some remarks in support of this | 
motion, which the position of the Revertee pre pe 
vented him from hearing as distinetly as he couli 
have wished. He adverted to the enormous ey. 
penses taxed upon suits in the district courts, iy 
cases of vessels brought in by our vessels of war 
so heavy sometimes as to consume the whole pro- 


ceeds of the captures. He stated the particular ' 
en the habit of some of the dis. | 


fact that it had 
trict courts to make large allowances to the mar- 


shals for the custody of prizes, until they were | 
adjudicated—in some cases as high as twenty 


dollars per day—when the custody was intrusted | 
perhaps to some underling, who was well reward- 
ed by an hundred cents per day. He had no idea 
of our gallant tars being thus deprived of the 
rewards of their valor and enterprise, and trusted, 
therefore, that the subject would be referred as he 
had proposed. 

Mr. Bassett suggested, that, as this subject 
was already partly before the Committee on Nava! 
Affairs, it would be better that this inquiry shoul: 
be referred to that committee. 

Mr. BrecKenripceE replied that he could cor- 
ceive of no subject which more properly belonged 
to the Judiciary Committee, than that of the costs 
of suit in the courts of the United States. 

The motion of Mr. Breckenripce was then 
agreed to, nem. con. 


PAY OF CERTAIN OFFICERS. 


Mr. Lincotn, of Maine, submitted for consider- 
ation the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instracted to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing, by law, such offices, the compensation of 
which has usually been provided for by appropriation 
bills without any other act of legislation; and such 
offices, the duties of which have been usually com- 
pensated by extraordinary and per diem allowances 
out of contingent funds. 

In offering this motion— 

Mr. L. stated that, as the resolution embraced 2 
view of facts which might not have been consid- 
ered by the members of the House, he thought his 
duty required him to explain the objects which he 
had in view. It would be recollected, that, on 
the discussion of the appropriation bills, for several 
years past, there had been much debate on the 
abstract question of the propriety of providing for 
certain offices which had no legal existence. 
The appropriation bills had been taken up at 
late period of the session, and we had been obliged, | 
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from the necessity of the case, and from the ar 
rehension that Oe pole service might suffer 
rom the neglect to e appropriations, to provide 
for such offices. In this manner we had been 
obliged to appropriate into office a clerk to the 
Attorney General, a clerk to the Surgeon General, 
two clerks in the Treasury Department, a clerk 
to the Clerk of this House, &c. The subject had 
been embarrassed, not only by the consideration 
of the abstract question before mentioned, but by 
contradictory statements and opinions, in refer- 
ence to the neceanty of the offices mentioned. 
The Committee on the Judiciary is not oppressed 


© by much business, and might conveniently inquire 


into the duties discharged by the officers thus 
loosely provided for, and into all the facts and 
opinions having any relation to the subject. On 
their report, we might act definitively ; and the 
Committee of Ways and Means, by providing for 
the officers by general, rather than specific appro- 
riations, would put an end to useless discussions. 
he measure would alsosecure another advantage, 
that the officers concerned would be relieved from 
a painful uncertainty as to the continuance of their 
offices, and would know what to depend upon. 
In relation to the second clause of the resolution, 
he considered it important, in reference to prin- 
ciple, but not in regard to any pecuniary conside- 
rations. He would make a statement, for the 
truth of which he could vouch, and which would 
tend to show the beneficial objects of the resolu- 
tion. It appeared, that, in the Engineer Depart- 
ment, during the last fiscal year, one major and 


~ one captain had been employed at an expense, in 
the aggregate, of $950; in the Quartermaster 
'_ General’s office, one major, one captain, and one 
_» lieutenant, during the wholeyear, and one sergeant, 
> for a part of the year, at an expense of $1,445 15; 


in the Ordnance Office, one captain and one lieu- 
tenant for different periods at a charge of $598 75 ; 
in the Commissary General’s Office, one captain 
and one sergeant, for different terms, at an expense 
of $701 25; and in the Adjutant General’s Office, 
one lieutenant, one sergeant, and one other person 
at an expense of $586 25; making an amount on 
account of extraordinary and per diem allowances, 
paid for during the last year, of $4,281 40. Mr. L. 
said, that, were he disposed to trifle with the sub- 
ject, or with the characters or feelings of the per- 
sons concerned, he might remark upon one fact, 
which, on a aneilelal observation, would seem 
a little curious, but which only exhibited an error 
in form, and not in matter or substance. The 
fact was, that an allowance had been made to the 
officers for per diem services for every day in the 
year—so that it would seem that the officers before 
mentioned had exhibited the unexampled diligence 
of discharging not only the duties of their stations 
in the army, but such duties as entitled them to a 
per diem allowance for the three hundred and 
sixty-five days of the year—that they allowed 
themselves no rest, and that even Sunday shone 
no Sabbath-day to them. But the truth was that 
they had not shown any such unhallowed indus- 
try. The error was, that they had received a per 
diem allowance, instead of a salary as permanent 
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officers. The truth was, that there had been an 
Executive creation of officers which ought to 
exist only by a legislative act. He would not say 
thatthe existing arrangement was not economical; 
he did not believe that it had been adopted with 
any reference to patronage, or favor, but he con- 
sidered the principles of our Government opposed 
to the practice. 

Mr. Wiuutams, of North Carolina, made a few 
remarks on the subject of the multiplication of 
clerks in the public offices. It was not in propor- 
tion to the increase of business, but to the decrease 
of it, he said, that clerks had been employed in 
the Departments. The business which grew out 
of the accounts, &c., of the late war now nearly 
gone through with, and the necessity of employing 
additional clerks must have ceased, if it had ever 
existed. If it be necessary, however, to employ 
these officers, iet it be done by a regular law of 
the country, and not by the mere process of insert- 
ing a clause in an appropriation bill. We were 
told, in debate, last year, said Mr. W., that we 
could not legislate a clerk out of his office by 
withholding his salary. If that be true, it is 
equally truethat you cannot employ him by voting 
it. If you cannot put him out by an appropriation 
bill, you cannot put him in by an appropriation 
bill. Mr. W. hoped, therefore, that this resolution 
would be adopted, but that the subject would be 
referred, not to the Judiciary Committee, but to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to which it 
seemed more properly to belong. 

Mr. Lincotn did not consider it material to 
which committee the subject was referred; though, 
as the question did not involve an appropriation 
of money, but an inquiry into mere matters of fact 
and law, he thought the Judiciary Committee 
would be more proper than the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He added some remarks in 
favor of the measure itself, founded on the incon- 
venience and impropriety of discussing the utility 
or necessity of clerks on the annual appropriation 
bill, which necessarily brought the question up 

ear after year, to consume the time of the House. 

or the sake of the clerks themselves this inquiry 
ought to take place. They now labor under the 
on of a total uncertainty as to their future pros- 
pects; and it was due to them that Congress 
should say to them, whether or not their employ- 
ments were to be continued. 


Mr. INGHAM rose to suggest that the subject 
might be given in charge to the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, rather than the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and quoted the rule estab- 
lishing that committee, to show that the proposed 
inquiry would fall more within the province of 
that committee than of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. Wi.tiaMs declined varying his motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMs’samendment wasagreed to; and, 
thus amended, the resolve was agreed to, nem con. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


The House then again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the unfinished business of Monday last, 


aa 
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named in commissions issued by the courts of the 


which is the bill regulating the duties on imports 

and tonnage. United States for taking evidence in other dis. 
Messrs. Spokcann, Incuam, CamBRELENG, Cot- | tricts of the United States than those where the 

pen, Barstow, McKim, Ruea, Warrieip, Gor- | courts are held; and also into the expediency of 





HAM, ToMLInsoN, Forwarp, TrimB_e, and | establishing by law a mode of taking evidence jy | 
Wricnt, engaged in the interesting and labori- | equity cases depending in the courts of the Upj. 
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ous duty of preparing, supporting, or opposing 
amendments to the details of the bill. 

At half past 4 o’clock the Committee rose, and 
the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 23. 


Mr. Scort, from the Committee on the Public | 


Lands, to which was recommitted the bill to ena- | 
ble the holders of incomplete French and Span- 
ish titles to lands within that part of the late 
province of Louisiana, which is now comprised 
within the limits of the State of Missouri, to in- 
stitute proceedings to try the validity thereof, and 
to obtain complete titles for the same, when found 
to be valid, reported the same without amend- 
ment; which bill was committed to the commit- 
tee to which is committed the bill concerning 
pre-emption rights in the Territory of Arkansas. 

Mr. Jennincs, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize the 
State of Indiana to open a canal through the 

ublic lands, for the purpose of connecting the 

abash and Miami of Lake Erie; which bill 
was twice read, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole, to which is committed a bill for the 
preservation of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. Mattocks, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Captain James Biggar’s company of 
mounted rangers; which report, and the resolution 
annexed to it, were concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Wa.tworth, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Ste- 
phen Howard, jr.; which was twice read, and 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, the Committee on 
Military Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of further reducing the staff of the 
Army of the United States. 


Mr. Lerrwicu submitted the following resolu- 





tion, which was read, and laid on the table until 
to-morrow : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House the num- 
ber of persons, and the amount due from each, whose 
compensation has been withheld or suspended, in pur- 
suance of the law prohibiting payment to persons in 
arrears to the United States ; whether the amount 
withheld has been applied, in all cases, to the extin- 
guishment of their debts to the Government; whether 
said laws have been in force, in all cases, against secu- 
rities who are liable or accountable for the payment of 
any arrears due; whether any accounting or disburs- 
ing officer, within the knowledge of the President, has 
given conclusive evidence of his insolvency ; if so, is 
he still in the employ of the United States? 

On motion of Mr. Seraceant, the Committee 
on the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law for compelling 
the attendance of witnesses before commissioners 





ted States. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolutioy 
submitted by Mr. ConKLinG yesterday ; and the 
same being amended, to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the 15;) 
instant to inquire into the expediency of continuing i 
force the law making the crowns of France and five. 
franc pieces a lawful tender, be also instructed t 
inquire into the expediency of continuing in force the 
law, entitled “An act concerning the Mint,” approved 
March 3, 1801 ; and whether it be expedient to make 
any amendment in the laws regulating the coins of 
the United States ; and also to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making the gold coins of Great Britain, 
Portugal, France, and Spain, receivable in payment 
of debts due the United States, at their intrinsic value: 
and that said committee have leave to report by bill, 
or otherwise : 


The question was taken to agree thereto, and 


passed in the affirmative ; and two additional 


members were added to the committee; and Mr. 
Serceant and Mr. SLoane were appointed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the disbursement of public mon- 
ey,” with amendments. The Senate have also 
passed a bill, entitled “An act granting to the 
State of Alabama the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain quarter-sections of land ;” in which amend- 
ments, and last-mentioned bill they ask the con- 
currence of this House. 

Mr. FLoyp gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row call up the bill for the occupation of the mouth 
of the Columbia river. 

On motion of Mr. Bassett, the House took up 
the amended bill from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act concerning the disbursements of public mo- 


me 

r. B. then moved that this House agree to the 
sundry amendments to the bill by the Senate; 
when, on motion of Mr. Newron, of Virginia, 
the bill, as amended in the Senate, was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act 
granting to the State of Alabama the ‘i of 
pre-emption to certain quarter sections of land,” 
was twice read and committed. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit 
tee of the Whole on the bill from the Senate 
making provision for the preservation and repair 
of the national road leading from Cumberland to 
Wheeling; when Mr. Trime_e moved to amend 
the third section, by striking out all after the word 
“services,” in the eighth line, and inserting “ such 
sum as may be fixed, by the President, from time 
to time, not exceeding two thousand dollars per 
annum ;” and, on the motion to agree thereto, 1! 
was decided in the negative. 
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4 ertheless, That all fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 


669 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 670 


January, 1823. Import Duties—Trade with Canada H. or R. 














Mr. BucHaNan proposed three additional sec- Mr. McLane moved to amend the amendment 
tions to the bill. r. B., wishing to assign his | by inserting in the 13th line thereof, after the 
reasons at large on the bill and amendments, and | word “ place,” the words, “ Provided that no ap- 
to give gentlemen an opportunity of examining | praisement of the said goods, wares, and mer- 
the proposed additional sections, the hour being | chandise, shall be made at the said port, so as to 
now too late for him to do so, moved that the | change the amount of duties which may have 
been charged thereon, at the port of their original 
, The Committee then rose, and the amendment | importation, if the same should have been there 
moved by Mr. BucHanan was, on motion of Mr. | entered according to the provisions of this act.” 
FARRELLY, ordered to be printed. Thus ae the ee of a McKim 

was agreed to, after much debate, in which Messrs. 

REGULATION OF OUTIES on IMPORTS. el ame McKim, Woop, CaMBRELENG, TRIM- 

The House then again resolved itself into a BLE, GorHAM, SERGEANT, Wricut, Ruea, Bu- 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


i : ; : : CHANAN, and WaLwoxtTn, took part. 
Union, on the bill regulating the dutiesonim-| After one or two other trivial amendments were 
ports and tonnage in the ports of the United 


, } ff b . McK d to, the Com- 
States, being the unfinished business of yesterday. ee ee et ee 


Th oly whieh by 2 eh cudaaaal mittee rose. 
e points which have engage e attention . . ‘ . F 
of the House of Representatives for the two last [The object for which the Committee rose was 


: . to let the bill be printed as amended, in order that 
eee we to add the following to gentlemen might have an opportunity of examin- 
ia Sinks new saction: ing and considering the bill in its amended shape.]} 

Src. 36. Strike out all after the enacting clause, TRADE WITH CANADA. 


and insert: “That so much of the act passed the ; 

twentieth of April, one thousand eight Saaked and | __On motion of Mr. Sterne, of New York, the 
eighteen, entitled ‘An act supplementary to an act House took up the resolution, laid on the table 
entitled an act to regulate the collection of duties on | Some days ago, relative to the Canada trade, 
imports and tonnage,’ passed the 2d of March, 1799,” | when the amendment proposed by Mr. Wat- 
[except the seventh section thereof,] as is not altered | WORTH to it was withdrawn, in order to give Mr. 
or supplied by, or is not inconsistent with the provis- |S. an opportunity of submitting his, amended to 
ions of this act, shall be and continue in full force, | read as follows: 

any thing in the 26th section of the said act tothe! Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
contrary notwithstanding ; and so much of all other structed to inquire, and report to this House, whether 


acts as are contrary to, and inconsistent with, this act, | the provisions of an act of the Parliament of Great 


be, and the same are hereby, repealed : Provided, nev- | Britain, passed the 5th day of August, 1822, so far as 
they impose certain duties upon the products of the 
United States passing into Lower Canada, down the 
river St. Lawrence, or otherwise, with a view to ex- 
portation, are not repugnant to existing treaties be- 
tween this country and Great Britain, or a violation of 
our right to the free navigation of the river St. Law- 
rence, or a free inland trade with the Canadas; and 
what measures are expedient to be taken to obtain a 
repeal or modification of said act, or of any other act 
of Parliament, so far as their provisions shall be found 
detrimental to our commerce, or repugnant to rights 
secured to us by treaty or national law, or what coun- 
tervailing provisions may be expedient on the part of 
the United States. 


In support of this resolution, Mr. STERLING 
said, that, as the resolution relates to subjects 
deeply interesting, not only to his constituents, 
but to the nation at large, he trusted it found 
sufficient apology for his detaining the House a 
short time, by a few remarks explanatory of his 
object in introducing it. 

A very advantageous and profitable traffic had 
for a long time been prosecuted by the inhabitants 
living on the northern and northeastern borders of 
the United States, with the British Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada. This traffic, on the 

art of the United States, consisted principally of 

ulky articles, which found their way to market 
down the river St. Lawrence. 

The free navigation of that river is all essen- 
tial to the continuance and prosperity of this com- 
merce. Upon it also depends, to a great extent, 


which may have been incurred under any of the said 
acts, may be enforced in the same manner as if the 
said acts had not been repealed, or had not expired by 
their own limitation. 


Subsequently, Mr. McLane withdrew the whole 
of this amendment, except the proviso, which pro- 
viso Was agreed to as a new section to the bill. 

Mr. McKim then moved to add the following 
as a new section to the bill, (being the 7th section 
of the present collection law :) 

And be it further enacted, That, when goods, wares, 
or merchandise, imported and subject to duty as afore- 
said, shall be reshipped and transported coastwise, 
from one district to another, in the packages in which 
the same were imported, an invoice, or a copy of such 
invoice, verified by the additional oath required by the 
fourth section of this act, and certified under the offi- 
cial seal of the collector, with whom the entry, on the 
importation of such goods, wares, or merchandise, was 
made, shall be produced at the port to which the same 
shall be transported, and the same inspection of such 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be made, as if 
they had been brought direct from a foreign port or 
place; and if the invoice, verified as aforesaid, shall 
not be so produced, such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall be deposited and remain in the public ware- 
house, at the expense and risk of the owner thereof, 
until the invoice, verified and certified in the manner 
above required, shall be produced; and goods, wares, 
or merchandise, imported, and subject to duty as 
aforesaid, may be transported coastwise to one or 
more districts within the United States. 
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the value of those extensive tracts of land, which 


border upon this river, and the immense bodies of 


water which discharge themselves into it. An 
extensive population has seated itself upon the 
shores of these rivers and lakes, looking to Mon- 
treal and Quebec as their natural and proper 
market, and to the river St. Lawrence as the 
great highway which nature nas opened to them 
or the conveyance of their products to a place of 
rofitable sale. Many of their products are of so 
ulky a nature as forbids their being transported 
to any other market. 

They believed, and still believe, that their right 
to the navigation of this river was secured to them 
both by treaty and national law. 

They had not the remotest idea that Great Bri- 
tain had the right to deprive them of it, or to 
shackle it by duties and impositions, which might 
amount to a prohibition. 

Mr. S. said he did not wish to detain the House 
by an argument upon this point, to show that 
they were correct in this view of the subject, and 
that the right to freely navigate this river was 
secured to them, if not by existing treaties, yet by 
obligations equally sacred and bindin , arisin 
from the laws of nature and nations. He begge 
permission to produce an authority from that able 
and distinguished statesman Thomas Jefferson. 

The right on the part of the Western people to 
navigate the Mississippi, when the shores of that 
river were in possession of Spain, formed an an- 
alogous case, and in his report to the President of 
the United States, upon that subject, Mr. Jeffer- 
son remarked that, “if we appeal to the law of 
‘nature and nations, as expressed by writers on 
‘ the subject, it is agreed by them that, were the 
‘ river Mississippi, where it passes between Florida 
‘ and Louisiana, the exclusive right of Spain, still 
‘ an innocent passage along it is a natural right in 
‘those inhabiting its borders above. It would, 
‘ indeed, be what those writers call an imperfect 
‘ right, because the modification of its exercise de- 
‘ pends, in a considerable degree, on the convenien- 
. 7 of the nation through which they are to pass. 
‘ But it is still a right, as real as any other right, 
‘ however well defined; and were it to be refused, 
‘ or to be so shackled by regulations not necessary 
‘ for the peace or safety of its inhabitants, as to 
‘ render its use impracticable to us, it would then 
‘be an injury of which we should be entitled to 
‘demand redress, The right of the upper inhab- 
‘ jtants to use this navigation, is the counterpart 
‘ to that of those possessing the shores below, and 
‘ founded in the same natural relations with the 
* soil and water ; and the line at which their rights 
* meet, is to be advanced or withdrawn, so as to 
‘ equalize the inconveniences resulting to each 

‘ party from the exercise of the right by the other. 
‘ This estimate is to be fairly made, with a mu- 
‘ tual disposition to make equal sacrifices, and the 
‘members on each side are to have their due 
‘ weight in the estimate.” 

This, Mr. S. said, he believed to bea sound and 
correct view of the law of nature and nations, as 
applicable to the St. Lawrence as well as the Mis- 
sissippi. No wonder, then, that the inhabitants 
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living upon the St, Lawrence and upon the exten. 
sive waters which flow into that river, view the 
act of the British Parliament, passed on the 5th 
day of August last, regulating the trade with, anq 
fixing the rate of duties on, goods and produce im. 
ported into the provinces of Upper and Lowe, 
Canada, from the United States, as a most flagrant 
and high-handed violation of their rights, and as 
one which loudly calls for the interposition of this 
Government. The St. Lawrence is to them what 
the Mississippi was to the people of the West, 
The value uP their Jands; their labor and their 
produce, depend upon the free navigation of this 
river; and they never will yield to the idea that 
they hold so invaluable a right, subject to the whim 
and caprice of a commercial rival. They hold 
the right by the sacred obligation of the law of 
nature and of nations, and they will not shrink 
from the responsibility of maintaining it at all 
hazards. 

This law of the British Parliament, of August 
last, subjects their produce, passing into or through 
Canada, to the most injurious and heavy imposi- 
tions. 
lation simply for “the peace and safety” of the 
Canadian inhabitants, as a “ modification” of our 
right for the convenience of British subjects living 
upon the borders of the river. Indeed, Mr. 8. 
said, if he was correctly informed, many of the 
most enlightened people of these provinces were 
opposed to the provisions of the act in question, 
and considered it as detrimental to them as it was 
vexatious to the American people. 

That this act would be viewed in no other light 
than as a regulation unnecessarily shackling our 
right to the navigation of this river, and as ren- 
dering its use impracticable to us for the purpose 
of a fair and legitimate commerce, Mr. S. stated 
he would read to the House a list of the duties im- 
posed, viz: 

Upon every barrel of wheat flour, not weighing 
more than 196 lbs, net weight, 58. sterling ; barrel 
of biscuit, not weighing more than 196 lbs. net 
weight, 2s, 6d.; for every cwt. of biscuit, 1». 64; 
for every 100 lbs. of bread, made from wheat or 
other grain, imported in bags or packages, 2s, 6d.; 
for every barrel of flour, not weighing more than 
196 lbs. made from rye, peas, or beans, 2s, 6d.; for 
every bushel of peas, beans, rye, or calvances, 7¢.; 
rice, for every hundred lbs. net weight, 2s. 64.; 
for every 1,000 shingles, called Boston chips, not 
more than 12 inches in length, 7s.; for every 1,000 
shingles, being more than twelve inches in length, 
14s.; for every 1,000 red oak staves, 1/. 1s.; for 
every 1,000 white oak staves or headings, 15s.; for 
every 1,000 feet of white or yellow pine lumber, 
of one inch thick, 1/. 1s.; for every 1,000 feet of 

itch pine lumber, 1/. 1s.; other kinds of wood and 
umber, per 1,000 feet, 17. 8s.; for every 1,000 wood 
hoops, 5s. 3d.; horses, for every 1001. of the value 
thereof, 10/.; neat cattle, for every 100/. of the 
value thereof, 10/.; all other live stock, for every 
100/. of the value thereof, 107. 

It will be thus perceived that this act of the 
British Parliament asserts the right to tax, at plea- 
sure, all our produce thus transported, and of course 


It cannot be viewed in the light of a regu- 
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to make our commerce upon these waters an in- 
strument of revenue, or entirely to destroy it by 
the impositions of such enormous duties as would 
amount to an actual prohibition. And what, sir, 
is the nature and extent of our commerce, thus 
shackled and interrupted by this regulation? It 
may not be great, compared with that of the na- 
tion, but it is necessary and valuable to those inter- 
ested, and whose rights are as much to be respected, 
and as strongly sustained, as though they filled a 
greater space in the eyes of the Union. ‘To show 
that this commerce is not inconsiderable, nor un- 
deserving the encouragement of the Government, 
Mr. S. read a statement of the exports from the 
lake ports interested, viz: 


Fortheyear1816 - - = $2,552,324 
Do. T=. v ae 
Do. Bi Ne Se 
Do. Wj. bee eae 
Do. 9. -.+-) = 150008 
Do. Baitinge. 
Do. 2 - - - 1,228,968 


A great share of this commerce consisted of the 
articles upon which heavy duties were laid by the 
act of Parliament of the 5th of August last. 
Flour and lumber were two of the most heavy 
and profitable articles in the list thus taxed, and 
virtually prohibited from being hereafter trans- 
ported down the river St. Lawrence. Thus it is 
seen, that this obnoxious act of August last, has 
a most destructive operation upon this commerce, 
and appears in the light of a bold assumption on 
the part of Great Britain to deprive us hereafter 
of the right to transport our products to market 
upon the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

Is this to be tolerated, or is it to be resisted by 





and navigation of that river, as to compel the 
boats which descend it, to come within our own 
territory, where we can visit upon her own com- 
merce, if we are driven to it, the effects of her own 
policy, and rouse her to a just sense of our mutual 
rights and convenience. We may, in this man- 
ner, interrupt all water communication between 
her provinces of pet ow and Lower Canada, and 
cause to her an evil of greater magnitude than 
that which she is inflicting upon us. But, sir, I 
have no disposition to encourage any but the most 
peaceful feelings and relations between this nation 
and that. In particular, sir, I would, with the 
greatest reluctance, advocate any measure which 
should tend to interrupt that harmony and friendly 
intercourse which exist between the inhabitants 
of Canada and our own citizens. I hope, sir, that 
negotiation may effect the desired object, but, if 
that does prove inefficient, I trust that our Govern- 
ment will feel bound, by every principle of policy 
and of justice, to resist this violation of our rights, 
and that they lack neither the energy nor the 
power to effect the objects contemplated by the 
resolution. 

The resolve was then agreed to, without oppo- 
sition or further debate. 





Fripay, January 24. 


Mr. Ruea made a report on the petition of 
John Craine, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Wicuiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported a bill in favor of 
Joseph Smith, of Alexandria, which was read 


all the means in our power? Shall the rights of | twice, and committed to a Committee of the 


these people, who have settled upon these remote 
waters, in the full confidence of being protected 
in the enjoyment of this great highway, which 
nature had provided for them, be thus trifled with, 
and the Government not interpose its arm for 
their protection? No, sir: I trust the same deter- 
mined spirit that governed the councils of the na- 
tion when the Western people were interrupted in 
similar rights, still exists, and will extend protec- 
tion to those interested in the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence. If you yield to this encroachment, 
it will grow into a piecedent, and the right to 
freely navigate this river will be virtually and 


Whole. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for creating certain collec- 
tion districts in the States of Rietochy: Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri; and for modify- 
ing certain parts of the act of the 3d of March, 
1799, entitled “ An aqt to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage;” which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to 
alter the judicial districts of Pennsylvania, which 


forever abandoned. The rights of a most valua-| was read twice, and committed to a Committee of 


ble population, more numerous than that of both 
the Canadas, settled in six different States, and in 


the Whole. 
Mr. Joun Speep Sairu, from the Committee 


one Territory, will thus be disregarded by their | on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the benefit 
own Government, and left without a remedy. | of Isaac Hodsdon; which was read twice, and 
Under these circumstances, it becomes this Gov- | committed to a Committee of the Whole. 


ernment to take the most prompt and efficient 
measures to convince Great Britain of the folly 
and injustice of her policy. 


The Committee on the Expenditures in the 
Post Office Department were discharged from the 


If negotiation will | further consideration of the report of the Postmas- 


not do, let us again try the virtue of countervailing | ter General, of the officers and messengers re- 
regulations, as contemplated by the resolution. If| tained in his department; and it was referred to 
Great Britain is resolved to make the St. Law-| the Committee of Ways and Means. 


rence the theatre of operations, let us meet her 


The resolution of Mr. Lerrwicu, yesterday laid 


with countervailing regulations, upon the same | on the table, requesting the President to commu- 
waters, where we can affect them as injuriously | nicate the number of persons, and the amount due 


and as vitally as they can us. 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—22 


Such is the course | from each, whose compensation has been with- 
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held or suspended in pursuance of the laws pro- | the collectors and appraisers of the ports at which 
hibiting payment to persons in arrears to the | goods are entered on their arrival from foreign 
United States; whether the amount withheld has i at the ports to which the same goods may 
been applied in all cases to the extinguishment of | Be sent in the original package. 

their debts to the Government; whether said laws That this review was not intended to correc; 
have been enforced, in all cases, against securities | error, but to detect fraud, and was predicated on a 
who are liable or accountable for the payment of | distrust of the integrity of a whole class of public 
any arrears due; whether any accounting or dis- | officers, through whose hands the revenue passes, 





bursing officer, within the knowledge of the Presi- 
dent, has given conclusive evidence of his insol- 
vency ; if so, is he still in the employ of the United 
States; was considered and adopted. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill to 
alter the compensation of members of Congress, 
and delegates of Territories; and, also, the clerks 
and doorkeepers, &c., of each House of Congress: 
When it was ordered that the said bill be com- 
mitted to the Committee appointed on the subject 
of retrenchment in the expenditures of Govern- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Tomuinson, the Committee 
on Commerce were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the act, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the acts concerning the 
coasting trade,” that the provisions thereof shall 
not affect ships or vessels laden in whole or in 
part with goods, wares, or merchandise, of foreign 
growth or manufacture. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the report on the 
navigation of the Potomac river was considered, 
committed to a Committee of the Whole, and 
made the order of the day for Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Batt, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 

diency of giving the surveyors of ports of de- 
ivery the same power to grant enrolments and 
licenses, that is now exercised by the collectors of 
ports of entry. 

DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. Woop moved that the House do come to 
the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to lay before this House, as soon as conve- 
niently he can, a statement of all the cases, in which 
the invoices admitted by the Collectors of the Customs, 
in estimating the ad valorem duties, and the estimates 
of the value of the goods made by the public Apprai- 
sers on the entry of the said goods from foreign ports, 
have been adjudged too low by a subsequent inspec- 
tion, under the seventh section of the act, entitled 
“ An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and ton- 
nage,” passed April 20, 1818; also, the places where, 
and the persons by whom, the different valuations 
have been made; also, to state what has been the 
practical operation of the said seventh section; also, 
whether any, and, if any, what, ports of entry might 
be abolished without injury; and whether any, and, 
if any, what, alterations are necessary and proper in 
the laws for the collection of the revenue. 


Mr. Woop observed, upon the introduction of 
the resolution, that, on an examination of the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ma- 
vane, to the bill pending before the House for 
the collection of the revenue, it would seem that 
the object of it was to review the decisions of 


and who were selected from the whole community 
with reference to the delicacy of the trust; tha 
| he had heretofore been ignorant that our laws 
embraced a principle so reproachful to the mora! 
character of the nation; he had the highest con- 
fidence in the integrity of our merchants, as a 
distinct class of men, and he should not relinquish 
it without a demonstration of his mistake. 

Sir, said Mr. W., the operation of this principle 
can only be mischievous; it is a law of human 
nature, that continued imputation of dishonesty 
creates dishonesty—makes a man dishonest; it 
adds to the force of temptation, while it lessens the 
power of resistance; it enfeebles the moral sense, 
breaks down the ramparts of virtue, and weakens 
the influence of moral principle and honorable 
sentiment. 

That if there was reason to distrust the integ- 
rity or ability of a single inspection, let it be re- 
| viewed on the spot by another board of appraisers, 
or by a judicial tribunal. Such course appeared 
to him preferable to successive inspections, at dis- 
tant periods, and which, he should suppose, must 
| be attended with embarrassment to our internal 
trade. 

Sir, I do not conceive that we are prepared to 
act on this subject without more information. On 
all measures relating to the revenue, the opinion 
of the Treasury has with me much weight. Gen- 
tlemen have given us different representations of 
the opinion of the Treasury. I wish, before I vote 
for the amendment, to have all the information 
that the Treasurer can furnish on the subject. 

The rule requiring this resolution to lay on the 
table one day being dispensed with, by unanimous 
consent, the question was taken to agree to the 
resolution, and passed in the affirmative. 


REGISTERS, &c.—PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. Moores, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of introducing 
a bill more effectually to prohibit Receivers of Public 
Moneys and Registers of Land Offices from purchas- 
ing public land, either directly or indirectly, in their 
own land district, at either public or private sale. 


Mr. Moore said: I am so thoroughly convinced, 
not only of the propriety, but the absolute neces- 
sity, ofa law such as is contemplated by the resolu- 
tion I have now the honor to submit, that I trust 
it will not receive opposition from any quarter. 

Sir, it may possibly be said that, inasmuch as 
the law already prohibits Registers from purchas- 
ing, that it is unnecessary to apply the law to that 
officer. To which I answer, that the operation 
of the law proves the restraints heretofere imposed 
are altogether ineffectual. My object, therefore, 
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is to extend the prohibition to the Receivers, and 
add additional restraints and more severe penalties, 
such as will insure its non-violation. 

Sir, is there not the most glaring inconsistency 
in the Governmentappointing agents to make sale 
of its land, and permitting those agents, at the 
very same time, to become the purchasers? Does 
it not open wide the door for fraud and imposition ? 
On what reasoning, let me ask, is the law based 
which seeks to prohibit Registers of land offices 
from purchasing? If it be in consequence of the 
facility with which fraud and imposition might 
be practised in this case, surely the reason is much 
stronger in favor of the prohibition of Receivers 
of Public Moneys, where the inducement and 
temptation are equally strong, and his ability and 
power, by means of the money he holds, much 
more unlimited, and the consequences much more 
important. 

ut, sir, independent of the general doctrine 
which applies with so much force in favor of the 
principle embraced by this resolution, if we advert 
to the practical operation of the laws, the reason 
will appear irresistible. 

To ascertain the effect and operation of the law, 
I may be permitted to advert to some of the facts 
as developed by the communication and accom- 
panying documents, furnished by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, as a response to a resolution I had 
the honor of submitting last session, but which 
was not made until so late a period in the session 
as precluded its being acted upon before an ad- 
journment took place. 

The document which I have had reference to, 
is now before me ; but, from the peculiar manner 
in which I have had it in my power to lay my 
hand upon it, I fear the contents are not generally 
known. This was not printed previous to the 
adjournment of last session, as was the case with 
many other documents, all of which, with the 
exception of this, came safe to hand, and in due 
time ; but this, sir, I did not receive before I left 
home for this place. If other gentlemen have been 
treated in the same way, they have had but little 
opportunity of knowing the contents. I have, 
however, no hesitation in saying that, when the 
facts herein disclosed are known, the necessity of 
legislation on this subject will be conceded. 

From this document, it appears that a Receiver, 
in something like two years, in his own land dis- 
trict, had purchased the enormous quantity of for- 
ty-four thousand six hundred and forty-six acres, 
the amount of purchase money of which was 
$318,579 71. It also appears, that this officer 
was so much the favorite of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, that no security has been required for the 
— of the duties of his office; and that 

e has been permitted to detain and keep back his 
monthly and quarterly returns from six to eighteen 
months, thereby affording the opportunity of not 
only misapplying the public money by substituting 
the Mississippi stock for gold and silver, and whic 
was procurable at fifty per cent. discount, to the 
prejudice of the Government, but also of imposing 
upon the early settlers on the public lands. One 
consequence of all which has been the defalcation 


oo 


| 


of the officer on a final settlement of his accounts, 
to the amount of eighty-one thousand nine hun- 
dred and odd dollars. 
To say nothing, Mr. Speaker, of the injury Gov- 
ernment receives from the want of this sum in the 
Treasury, in my opinion, a more serious injury is 
inflicted upon the State, and the early emigrants 
to it, by the manner in which this debt has been 
permitted to originate. 
Sir, for officers of this description to be permit- 
ted to enter the field of competition in purchasing, 
is to extend privileges to them, by which they 
may enrich themselves by land speculation, with- 
out paying one cent into the public Treasury. 
And by thus bidding on the credit they hold with 
the Government, against an honest farmer’s purse, 
containing gold and silver, or its representative, 
they drive from the State this respectable popu- 
lation, and possess themselves of the poor man’s 
home, which has been made valuable only by his 
own labor and industry. 
Now, sir, from the fate of every proposition 
which has been made since I have had the honor 
of a seat on this floor, calculated to extend to this 
description of population pre-emption rights, and 
thereby protect them from the unfeeling grasp of 
the land speculator, I am constrained to believe 
that this policy, which has done honor to the 
Government, and only justice to the citizen, may 
be considered as now abandoned; and that the 
privations and suffering of the honest emigrant, 
who penetrates your wilderness, settles and im- 
proves your lands, and defends your frontier, no 
longer excites the sympathies of this honorable 
body. And therefore it is, that I think it more 
imperiously the duty of Congress to pass the law 
contemplated by this resolution; whereby, in fu- 
ture sales, the improver of the soil will be placed 
more on an equality with relation to his power of 
urchase, inasmuch as every man who bidsagainst 
him, will bid on the responsibility of his money ; 
and, if he has to contend with the capitalists, one 
consolation will be left him—that capital, how- 
ever great, has its limits; it may be exhausted ; 
but not so with the other description of opponents, 
who have no limit, save that of ambition and self- 
aggrandizement. It is, sir, for reasons like these, 
that I repeat my solicitude for the adoption of this 
resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The House, on motion of Mr. FLoyp, resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the occupation of 
the mouth of Columbia river—the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Mauuary being the first question. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting Columbia instead of Oregon, as the 
name of the new Territory. 

Mr. FLoyp opposed this amendment; and, on 
the question being taken, 

The motion of Mr. Wacker was lost. 

Mr. FLoyp moved, by way of amendment, the 
following, as a substitute for the sections pro- 
posed by Mr. Matvary: 


“That all that portion of the territory of the Uni- 
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ted States, lying on the Pacific Ocean, north of the 
42d degree of north latitude, and west cf the Rocky 
Mountains, shall constitute the Territory of Oregon, 
and that the President of the United States be, and 
is hereby, authorized and required to occupy, with a 
military force, a suitable position in said Territory, on 
the Oregon river, in the region of tide-water, and cause 
the troops to erect there a strong fort, around which 
he shall, as soon as practicable, extinguish the Indian 
title to a tract of country not less than four, nor more 
than thirty miles square, which district shall be called 
the District of Astoria.” 


Mr. F.oyn’s reason, in part, for offering this 
substitute, was to restore the original name of the 
settlement on the Columbia, which had been made 
by a citizen of New York, (Mr. Astor,) which 
name had been changed by the British in 1814, 
when they took possession of it, to that of Fort 
George. He wished to restore the name of Asto- 
ria, in compliment to the enterprising citizen who 
first made a settlement on the Columbia. 

Mr. Ma.uary, considering that the substitute 
would answer the purpose of this amendment, ac- 
cepted it in lieu of his own. 

r. WALKER moved to amend the amendment, 
so as to provide for extinguishing the Indian title 
to a tract of 100 square miles, at some situation 
within the vicinity of’ the Columbia river, and 
supported his motion with some remarks; but his 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. A. Smitu moved to strike out the word 
which requires the President to establish a post on 
the Columbia. He thought some discretion, in 
such a matter, ought to be left to the Executive, 
as there might be many circumstances, unknown 
to the public, which should have an influence on 
the measure. 

After some remarks on this point by Messrs. 


on the motion to strike out the words “and re- 
quired,” and was negatived—ayes 50, noes 55. 

On motion of Mr. Tay or, the bill was so 
amended as to make the quantity of land to be 
granted to an unmarried settler, 160 acres instead 
of 200. This was for the purpose of making the 
grants conform to the established divisions of the 
public land into sections, halves, fourths, and 
eighths of sections. 

Mr. Co.pen, after stating his objections to the 
present shape of the bill, and his unwillingness to 
vote against the measure, which he should proba- 
bly be obliged to do, unless he could obtain what 
he considered a material amendment, moved to 
insert a clause providing, that the President be re- 
quired to occupy the post on Columbia river, 
“when in his opinion the public good shall re- 
quire it.” 


and FLoyp. 
Mr. Haron, believing that the House was not 
prepared to pass this bill, moved the indefinite post- | 
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onement of the bill; which motion he followed 
y a pretty full exhibition of his objections to the | 
bill, and to the policy of the measure it proposes. | 
Mr. F.oyo replied to Mr. Harpin at consider- 
able length, in support of the bill. 
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Mr. Cook, believing, from what he had heard 
in the House, as well as in conversation, that 
large majority of the House was opposed to the 
passage of this bill; and thinking it improper, there- 
fore, to spend any more time in its discussion, to 
the exclusion of subjects of practical importance— 
moved to lay the whole subject on the table, with 
the avowed intention of voting to keep it there. 

Mr. Bay igs intimated a wish that this motion 
should be withdrawn, for the purpose of giving 
him an opportunity of making some statements, 
and submitting some views which had not been 
offered. Mr. C. persisting, however, in his motion, 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
the bill on the table, and was negatived—ayes 63, 
noes 79. 

Mr. Bay ies, of Massachusetts, said, that, al- 
though he was sensible that he had already tres- 
passed very much upon the patience of the House, 

et he would again solicit their indulgence, while 
ss endeavored to answer some of the objections 
which had been urged against this measure by 
two gentlemen from New York, (Mr. Woop and 
Mr. Tracy,) and one from Virginia, (Mr. Tucx- 
ER,) and that he rose with more confidence, inas- 
much, as the House had indicated a willingness 
to hear him, by rejecting the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, (Mr. Coox,) to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Gentlemen have said that we ought not to act 
upon this proposition, because those to whom its 
consequences might be supposed to be most bene- 
ficial, had not, by petition, requested its adoption. 
Whether it was sound policy to reject a measure, 
right in itself, on a scruple of etiquette, he would 
not undertake to decide; but, he would state one 
fact, tc show the reason why those who are con- 
cerned in the whale fishery, and who might be 
supposed to feel a strong interest in the success of 
this measure, had not petitioned. Most of them 
are of that denomination of Christians, who are 
called Quakers, and as any law to encourage the 
settlement of this territory, would involve its mil- 
itary occupation, it could not be expected, by any 
one who knew the scruples of that sect, that they 
would take any steps to procure the enactment of 
such a law. No, sir, if their firesides were threat- 
ened by an invader, if their property and their 
lives depended upon military defence, they would 
sooner see their dwellings consigned to the flames, 
and themselves to poverty, than do an act by 
which that sacred slaniagia which distinguishes 
them from all other sects, would be violated. Be- 
cause they are prevented by religious scruples 
from asking protection for the whale fishery, is 
that a reason why protection should be denied? 


| In purity of principle, in sobriety of manners, in 
This motion was opposed by Messrs. Wricut 


systematic industry and in mercantile enterprise, 
they are not surpassed by any sect which the wide 
circuit of your empire embraces. They throw no 
paupers on the public bounty ; they send no felons 


| to the penitentiaries, and in their own way the 


contribute as much to the wealth and the strengt 

of the nation, as any class of your citizens. Sit, 
if Philadelphia was wholly inhabited by Quakers, 
and if an invasion was pending, would you take 
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no measures to protect that national emporium, lturn their eyes to the regions beyond the Alleg- 
because its inhabitants had not asked for protec- | hany Mountains ; then it was said that thosemoun- 
tion? Sir, it is our duty to protect every part of | tains formed a barrier, a natural boundary, which, 
our empire, and all our national interests, whether | if surmounted, consequences the most disastrous 





on the sea or on the land—a duty not created by 
a petition. ne rae 
The distant situation of the mouth cf the Co- 
lumbia river is an objection which has been urged 
with great zeal, by all the gentlemen adverse to 
this measure. Sir, I do not mean to say that the 
mouth of the Columbia river is not far, very far 
from the City of Washington, yet travellers have 
one from this city to that place, and have return- 
ed here by land; therefore, it is practicable to 
reach it. By sea, a long voyage would be requir- 
ed, yet no longer than those which are made from 
the State of Massachusetts monthly, perhaps 
weekly. Had men been deterred by distance, our 
country would never have been settled—it is cer- 
tainly a wide distance from England to America! 
I recollect to have heard it said by old men in my 
neighborhood, that, in their youth, people began | 
toemigrate into that part of Massachusetts which 
now constitutes the county of Berkshire, (a county 
now ably represented by my honorable friend, who 
usually sits near me, Mr. Dwicur.) The same | 
dread of distance then existed. Men who sought 
that wilderness were supposed to be lost to civil- | 
ized society, and to be completely separated from 
their friends and connexions, and to be deprived 
of all the joys of social intercourse. During the 
last Summer I had occasion to travel through that 
country, and scenes more lovely I searcely ever 
beheld—cattle feeding upon every hill, cultivation 
covering the valleys with its richest drapery, pleas- 
ant villages, and an air of quiet tranquillity pre- 
vading every thing—yet, sir, living men have 
heard as horrid stories of this delightful region, 
now an old country, as we have heard, on this 
floor, of the Territory of Oregon. Within my 
own recollection, New England people began to 
emigrate to the Genesee country, (as it is called,) 
in the State of New York. I well recollect the 
arguments which were urged, zealously urged, to 
dissuade them from emigrating. They were told 
of wild beasts and of savage men ; it was predict- 
ed that they, too, would be lost to society, and 
would either become savages, or would be the 
prey of savages—of Lake Erie, and the Falls of 





iagara, as many fabulous stories were told as of 
the river Niger, and men seemed to view, with 
dread, a region so full of wonders and of dangers. 
Did any of the evil consequences, which were 
eae follow from its settlement? No, sir; 
ere is my honorable friend, (Mr. Tracy,) from 
the shores of the Lake, living almost within the 
sound of the waters of the mighty cataract, rep- | 
resenting people whose intelligence may well be 
inferred from their selection of a representative. I 
hope my honorable friend will pardon me, if I sa 
that the small sum we ask, to establish the Terri- 
tory of aie would be amply repaid, could we 
adda gentleman of intelligence equal to his, to 
the national eee it would not alarm me 
to see a representative from the shores of the Pa- 
cific Ocean on this floor.) People soon began to 


to the Republic would follow ; if people were so 
rash as to attempt to settle upon that fair and fer- 
tile domain on the western waters, they would be 
forever lost to the old States; then, sir, we heard 
of the ruinous drain of emigration, the lessening 
numbers, the diminished power, and the waning 
grandeur of the Atlantic States; and then, sir, 
we heard melancholy predictions of the dismem- 
berment of the confederacy; the terrors of the 
wilderness, the horrors of Indian warfare, and the 
transformation of the enterprising sons of the Re- 

ublic into wild and ferocious savages. The Al- 
eghany barrier was surmounted, and a torrent of 
population rolled down the western waters; and 
what have been the consequences? Sir, are not 
the Atlantic States richer, more populous and 
more powerful, than a were when this emigra- 
tion commenced ?_ Look around this Hall, do you 
discover, amongst the intelligent gentlemen from 
the West, any traits of savage ignorance—any 
factious designs of dismemberment and separa- 
tion? I will not admit that distance has any ef- 
fect upon loyalty. The provinces of Canada are 
more loyal, and more attached to the Government 
of Great Britain on this very day, than the city 
of London. At last, sir, we acquired Louisiana, 
one of the fairest portions of our Republic ; again 
the alarm was sounded—the Mississippi was then 
said to be our natural boundary ; if you cross it, 
(was the language,) the Union will be dissolved 
—you will infuse a feeling, foreign and strange, 
into the national character ; but the people thought 
that the prosperity or the union of this country 
did not depend upon the breadth of a river; they 
dared to extend the circle of their domain beyond 
the waters of the Mississippi, and what followed ? 
Gentlemen from the West bank of the Mississippi 
are now sitting in this Hall, joining in our coun- 
cils and in our debates, and they seem to have, 
nay, sir, they have,as much national feeling as 
any one within the walls. The region west of 
the Mississippi is as much attached to the Union 
as that on the Atlantic. 

Now, sir, gentlemen tell us that we have reached 
our ultima thule, the Rocky Mountains. We have 
reached another natural boundary. Those moun- 
tains form the eternal barrier which is to fence in 
our empire on the West; if we pass that barrier, 
the Union is again to be dissolved. If we reach 
the Rocky Mountains, one would think that the 
danger of dismemberment, from going on two or 
three hundred miles further, would not be greatly 
increased. All the gentlemen opposed to this 
measure are willing to go as far as the Rocky 
Mountains, but never to go beyond. Sir, this is 
idle. If we reach the Rocky Mountains, we should 
be unwise did we not pass that narrow space 
which separates the mountains from the ocean, to 
secure advantages far greater than the existing 
advantages of all the country between the Missis- 
sippi and the mountains. Gentlemen are talking 
of natural boundaries. Sir, our natural boundary 
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is the Pacific ocean. The swelling tide of our 
population must and will roll on until that mighty 
ocean interposes its waters, and limits our territo- 
rial empire. Then, with two oceans washing our 
shores, the commercial wealth of the world is ours, 
and imagination can hardly conceive the great- 
ness, the grandeur, and the power that await us. 
The difficulties attending the entrance into the 
mouth of the Columbia river, is an objection which 
has been insisted on with much zeal by a gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Tracy.) On this 
subject, I have formed my opinion from the offi- 
cial report of Mr. Prevost; the depth of water is 
twenty-one feet over the bar, and within sufficient 
for vessels of any draught. I rely on the accounts 
which have been published—official reports of 
Governmental agents—and not upon the hearsay 
representations of irresponsible individuals. There 
is no doubt but that the navigation is practicable 
into the river; and, if it be difficult, one would 
think that those who were familiarized to its diffi- 
culties would have an essential advantage over an 
enemy ignorant of such difficulties. Some addi- 
tional light might have been thrown upon this 
subject, could I have procured the account of the 








survey made by order of Vancouver, but I am | 


sorry to say I have been unable to obtain it, either 
in the Congress Library or at the shops. 

One gentleman from New York, (Mr. Tracy,) 
says that the soil is so sterile no grain will grow. 
Another gentleman from the same State (Mr. 
Woop) says, that forty-six is the latitude of grain, 
and that so much will be grown that the people 
settled there will interfere with us! I suppose, sir, 
that nn sufficient for the wants of the country 
can be produced, and I should not apprehend 
much disadvantage to the people of the Atlantic 


States from collision in the markets with rivals | 


on the Pacific. [Here Mr. Woop explained.] 
From the barrenness of the soil and the inclem- 
ency of the climate, one gentleman infers that this 
country can never be settled. Another gentleman 
is apprehensive that we shall lose a great propor- 
tion of our enterprising men, if we settle it. Ob- 
jections so contradictory I hardly know how to 
meet. I have no doubt that many enterprising 
men will go there, but many will be left It ought 
ever to be an object of the first consequence with 
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and of the feebleness of the solar ray in the Sum- 
mer. The rains which fall during the Winte, 
correspond with the snows on the Atlantic coast: 
and, from the accounts which have reached ys 
from those who give their names to the public 
and who are responsible for the correctness of 
their information, it would seem to be one of the 
best climates on the globe. The humming bird 
one of the most delicate of the feathered tribe, is 
found on this coast as high as latitude sixty. 

I have been unable to obtain the Travels of 
Lewis and Clarke from the Library, the volumes 
containing those travels having been constantly 
in the hands of some gentleman since the discus- 
sion commenced; but I well remember that, on 
this river, within the region of tide-water, they 
describe, in language of admiration, the Wappa- 
too Valley ; they describe it as lovely in its aspect, 
and of aaien fertility. I have examined the 

| accounts given by Cook of parts of the coast be- 
low and above the mouth of the Oregon; and he 
speaks in language the most flattering of the 
| beauty of the country, the serenity of the climate, 
| and the fertility of the soil. Vancouver, also, who 
was no enthusiast, and who gave this coast a very 
_minute examination, appears to be more delighted 
with its soil, its climate, and its scenery, than 
Cook. The account of the Columbia river is 
omitted in the abridged account of his voyage, 
(and that is the only one which I have been able 
to obtain here;) but I will claim the indulgence 
| of the House while I read a passage descriptive of 
the country about the straits of Juan De Fuca, 
two degrees further north than the mouth of this 
| river, where we might reasonably suppose that the 
climate would be more inhospitable, and the soil 
| more sterile. Vancouver, in describing this coun- 
try, says: “As we had no reason to imagine that 
| * this country had ever been indebted for any of 
‘ its decorations to the hand of man, I could not 
‘ possibly believe that any uncultivated country 
‘had ever been discovered exhibiting so rich a 
‘ picture.” And, again: “To describe the beau- 
‘ ties of this region will, on some future occasion, 
‘bea very grateful task to the pen of some able 
|‘ panegyrist. The serenity of the climate, the in- 
|‘ numerable pleasing landscapes, and the abundant 
'* fertility that unassisted nature puts forth, require 





our Government to direct the enterprising spirit , ‘ only to be enriched by the industry of man with 
of our people into such channels as will be most | ‘ villages, mansions, cottages, and other buildings, 
productive of public good. If the Government | ‘ to render it the most lovely country that can be 
widen the sphere of action, and open new avenues | ‘ imagined ; whilst the labor of the inhabitants 
for the successful operation of the efforts of enter- |‘ would be amply rewarded in the bounties which 
prise, they fix the foundation of national prosperity , ‘ nature seems ready to bestow on cultivation.” 
on a firm basis. | A gentleman from New York (Mr. Woop) has 
One gentleman (Mr. Tracy) has urged the | said that the trade of the Pacific would be wholly 
dreadful inclemency of the climate of this region | lost to us if we established this settlement. I wil! 
as an objection to its settlement. Ido not believe, point out a course of trade which may place this 


sir, that the climate is inclement. The gentleman 
picks up his information from unknown individ- 
uals. It is well known that the climate on the 
shores of the Pacific is far milder than it is at cor- 


subject in a new point of view. 
_The people who control the navigation of the 
river Columbia, and who first permanently estab- 





lish themselves on its waters, will command by 


responding points on the Atlantic. The gentle- | far the greatest share of the fur trade of the world: 
man acknowledges, that at the mouth of the Co- | 


' of the trade in seal skins, and the skins of the sea 
lumbia there is no snow, and but little frost, but | otter, they will almost obtain a monopoly ; of the 
complains of the everlasting rains of the Winter, | trade of the interior they will obtain by far the 
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eatest proportion. The fur animals of the land, 
Fike the Indians, have gradually retreated to the 
West. The persevering energy of the Northwest 
Canadian Company has driven them from their 
ancient haunts, pursued them to the Polar ocean, 
and followed them with such insatiable avidity that, 
to escape their pursuit, vast numbers have retreated 
to the forests contiguous to the Pacific ocean and 
the waters connected with it, where they now 
lurk in security. When the trade shall be extend- 
ed with the natives of that region, and they are 
certain that their wants can be supplied from per- 
manent stores, and an intercourse with civilized 
men shall create new wants and new desires, their 
activity will be excited, and not a tribe for hun- 
dreds of miles but what will be engaged in the 
only employment in which savages can be indus- 
trious—the pursuit of game. Sir, I do not hazard 
too much when I say that Americans, permanently 
settled on the shores of the Pacific ocean, or its 
waters, will command the market of all the furs 
which shall be obtained in the vast territory be- 
tween the Rocky Mountains and the sea. In ves- 
sels of their own construction, and of every size, 
they can pervade every harbor, river, and creek, 
on the coast, and occupy every barren island to 
which the fur animals have been driven by the 
unsparingavarice of man. The Sandwich Islands 
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are necessary in the construction of vessels. At 
first, they might depend on distant sources for a 
supply of iron, but that dependence would soon 
terminate. Iron is indigenous (I believe) in every 
degree of latitude, (the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. Woop, can tell me.) The process of manu- 
facturing iron into pigs and bars is simple, and 
but a small capital would be required to carry on 
a forge. Duck, also, for a time, would be supplied 
from distant quarters. But, if the savage inhab- 
itants of the Sandwich Islands can now manw 
facture a sort of canvass sufficient for their wants, 
surely the civilized inhabitants of New Albion 
would soon fall upon some article, and some 
method of manufacturing, which would relieve 
them from the necessity of looking abroad. Sup- 
plied with timber, iron, canvass, and hemp, they 
would soon be possessed of a respectable fleet of 
trading vessels. Labor without capital would 
effect all the further purposes of trade. Should 
the trade from the cities on the Atlantic to India 
be lessened in consequence of the opening of this 
new channel, no injurious effects would follow. 
The export of that trade is specie. Should the 
trade cease to be productive, the specie remains. 
Nothing is lost but the prospect of gain. And the 


| specie capital will be applied to other objects per- 


haps not less beneficial to the common interest of 


will be the stages of their progress in their track | the nation. 


to China, where their lading can be completed 
with sandal-wood. Let us pursue their track still 
further. 


A gentleman has said that Russia cannot be 
serious in her claims. Sir, I do not know how 


Let us suppose a vessel laden with the | we are to ascertain the intentions of nations un- 


productions and manufactures of China, pursuing | less we are to judge from the acts of their au- 


itscourse onwards through the Indian and Atlantic 
oceans to the Atlantic States of North America: 


here a new scene will be opened, another impetus 
will be given to our infant manufactories—a mar- 
ket which has never been contemplated will be 


created. The Chinese cargo will be replaced 


with another, consisting of nails, shovels, spades, 
scythes, axes, &c., farming implements of every 
With this 
lading the ship of the Pacific would return home 
to commence another voyage of circumnavigation. 
With the Sandwich, Marquesas, Friendly, So- 
ciety, and all the scattered islands of the South 
Sea, a great trade would eventually grow up, 
opening every where new sources of wealth, new 
fields for the successful operations of mercantile 
Yes, sir, in those beautiful islands, the 
climes of the bread fruit and the sugar cane; 
where vices scarcely imaginable have discovered 
how the beauty of nature might be marred by the 
moral depravity of man, the votary of evil may 
be re-stamped with the signet of divinity, and may 
New South 
Wales and New Zealand, possessed by a kindred 
people speaking the same language, would present 
many facilities fora trading intercourse not usually 
bety These courses of trade 
and navigation would create wealth ; they would 
not subtract it from one portion of our people to 
benefit another. The scitlers, inhabiting a country 
filled with timber, would probably have amongst 
them a large proportion of shipwrights, black- 
smiths, and of thatclass of mechanics whose labors 


description, coarse cotton fabrics, &e. 


ingenuity. 


re-appear in his native excellence. 


existing between nations. 


eI 
ee 


thorized agents. If the Minister of the Russian 
Emperor, in a grave discussion of national rights, 


| Should insist, in a written communication, that 
|the dominion of his master extended to certain 


limits, and that he had the sole dominion upon 
certain waters, and should define the limits of his 
claim ; and, if the sovereign himself should, by 
his imperial ukase, the most solemn law of his 
empire, make known to the whole world that such 
was his claim—I should say that all this bore an 
aspect of solemnity which would indicate that he 
was in earnest, and that a claim thus avowed in 
the face of the world, and solemnly sanctioned by 
a law of the empire, would not be yielded, unless 
the Russian Cabinet are to be considered as the 
veriest children that ever trifled with legislation. 
But, says the gentleman, if the claim is serious, 
and if there is a resolute intention to enforce it, it 
would be impossible for us to encounter in suc- 
cessful war the mighty Autocrat of all the Russias. 
From this opinion I totally dissent. I say, sir, 
that we can encounterhim. Yes, sir, on that very 
sea which he calls his own. On that very shore 
which he claims, he there shall meet our ocean- 
warriors ; and, notwithstanding the hopes and 
wishes and anticipations of our trans-Atlantic 
kindred, the dominion of “the bearded men with 
green jackets” would soon be terminated on the 
Western coast of America; and even in his im- 
perial palace at St. Petersburg, the Autocrat ma 
be awakened from his delightful dreams of uni- 
versal power by the sound of our naval thunder. 

It has been said that this settlement could not 
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sustain itself against the attacks of the natives. | tign of horrible idols, and invocations to demons, 
Sir, there would be no cause for apprehension, if | to assist in the work of destruction, desolation, 
the settlers deported themselves with common pru- | and murder, to the prayers which ascend from 
dence; no combinations that Indians could form, | hundreds of churches on every Sabbath to the 
would ever jeopardize the safety of the settlement. | God of the Christians. To diffuse the arts of life 
There is nothing to be feared from Indian hostili- | the light of science, and the blessings of the Gos. 
ties but treachery. Within three months from the | pel over a wilderness, is no violation of the laws 
time of the landing at Plymouth, the colonists | of God ; it is no invasion of the rights of man to 
could not muster twenty fighting men. The ef- | occupy a territory over which the savage roams, 
fective soldiers of the Salem colonists were not an | but which he never cultivates, and which he does 
hundred, and those at Jamestown were less. not use for the purposes for which it was de. 
After gentlemen have exhausted their ingenuity | signed—the support of man. “It is as much the 
to prove that this measure will be injurious to the | order of nature that the savage should give place 
best interests of the nation, they appeal to our hu- | to the civilized man, as it is that the beast should 
manity, and predict that the wretched natives of | give place to the savage man.” The stream of 
the Northwest coast, if this measure prevails, will | bounty which perpetually flows from the throne 
share the fate of the tribes who once inhabited | of the Almighty ought not to be obstructed in its 
here, and will eventually fall a prey to the cru- | course, nor is it right that his benevolent designs 
elty, the injustice, and the rapacity of the whites. | should be defeated by the perversity of man. 
False humanity has been the cause of much dis- I have endeavored, sir, to answer some of the 
tress in this world ; men of the best feelings have | objections with which this measure has been as- 
been deluded by their feelings, and it is now re- | sailed, and I now leave it to its fate. 
ceived as an admitted fact, that our forefathers in When Mr. B. had concluded— 
all their contests with the Indians were in the| Mr. Tracy replied to the references which had 
wrong. Sir, the New Englander, or the Virgin- | been made to his observations on this bill ata 
ian, have no reason to blush for the deeds of their | former day. 
ancestors ; the proud sensation which fills their| Mr. Cook spoke briefly in explanation. 
bosoms when they call totheir remembrance their | The House, at this stage of the business, ad- 
deeds of heroism, is an honest feeling. Of the | journed ; but, previously to the adjournment, on 
Plymouth colonists I can speak with certainty, for | motion of Mr. Conpicr, the Committee appointed 
I have carefully examined the history of their | on the letter of Gales & Seaton, obtained leave to 
early transactions, and I have not been able to | sit to-morrow during the sitting of the House. 
discover a solitary trait of injustice, or of oppres- 
sion, during the existence of their colonial gov- 
ernment ; the characters of those brave and pious 
men are spotless, they are not sullied with a sin- 
gle stain ; they acted as they professed; their ter- 
ritory was acquired by honest purchase, and with 
a full understanding on the part of the natives, 
and an uninterrupted peace of more than fifty 
years attests the fairness and good faith with which 
they made their bargains, and fulfilled their prom- 
ises. When the conflict came which was to de- 
cide the mpenesy of the white or the red race, 
the natives were the aggressors; they plundered, 
and they killed before the whites took arms; but 
when they realized the dreadful truth, that their 
existence depended upon the issue of the conflict, 
they went forth strong in the justice of their 
cause, armed with the Bible and the musket. In 
the after days of our Republic, some American 
Livy, if he “ writes- our annals true,” will tell to 
an admiring posterity the story of their match- 
less deeds in “ Philip’s war.” The conflict was 
decisive, and the territory which could then hardly | 
sustain a tribe of fifteen hundred souls, suffering Wasarneten, Jan. 16, 1688. 
often from famine, and from the diseases incident | The said Message and documents were referred 
to the want of food, now supports an hundred and | to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
fifty thousand, and can support thrice that num-| Mr. Cocke gave notice that he should, on Mon- 
ber. It must besqueamish morality, which would | day next, move to take up the bill relative to 
relent at the expulsion of a few ignorant and fe- | Revolutionary pensioners. 
rocious savages, prowling in a wilderness, drink-| The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
ing human blood, and gorging on human flesh. to | from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
give place to an hundred times their number of | a report in relation to the fines imposed on citizens 
ree, intelligent, and civilized men. It must be | of Virginia, for the non-performance of militia 
strange morality which would prefer the adora- | duty during the late war, made in obedience to a 





Saturpay, January 25. 


A Message received from the Presinenr or 
THE Unirep States some days since, was read, 
and is as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States 

The Convention concluded and signed at St. Peters- 
burg, on the 2ist of July last, under the mediation of 
His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 
haviig been ratified by the three Powers, parties 
thereto, and the ratifications of the same having been 
duly exchanged, copies of it are now communicated to 
Congress, to the end that the measures for carrying it, 
on the part of the United States, into execution, may 
obtain the co-operation of the Legislature, necessary 
for the accomplishment of some of its provisions. A 
translation is subjoined of the three explanatory docu- 
ments in the French language, referred to in the fourth 
article of the Convention, and annexed to it. The 
agreement executed at the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions, is likewise communicated. 


JAMES MONROE. 
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resolution of the 7th instant; which was read, and 
referred to a select committee ; and Messrs. McCoy, 
Crupur, Warrietp, Litcurigtp, and Crarrs, 
were appointed said committee. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting the following documents, viz : 

1. A list of accounts in relation to the old internal 
revenue and direct tax, which have remained unset- 
tled, or on which balances appear to have been due 
more than three years, prior to the 30th September, 
1822. 

2. A similar list in relation to the late direct tax. 

3. A list of accounts which have remained unset- 
tled, or on which balances appear to have been due, 
from receivers of public moneys, more than three 


| years, prior to the 30th September, 1822. 


4. A list of officers who omitted to render their ac- 
counts for settlement within the year ending the 30th 
September, 1822. 


The said letter and documents were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Speaker further laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement, showing the expenditures of the moneys 
appropriated for the contingent expenses of the 
Military Establishment for the year 1822; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. JounstTon, 
of Louisiana, proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill for the better organization of the district 
court of the United States within the district of 
Louisiana; and the bill having, on the motion of 
Mr. J., undergone an amendment, by striking out 
the annual compensation proposed to be given to 
the marshal and clerk of the western district, 
(which is by the said bill established,) and redu- 
cing the annual salary of the district attorney for 
that district to two hundred dollars, and allowing 
the said marshal, clerk, and attorney, the same 
fees and allowances as are by law provided for 
officers of the same designations in New Or- 
leans— 

Mr. Cocke moved further to amend the bill by 
striking out that part of it which proposes to allow 
the district judge of Louisiana an additional com- 
pensation of five hundred dollars per annum for 
the additional duties imposed upon him by this 
bill—so that his pay should remain at its original 
amount, $3,000. 

Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, opposed the amend- 
ment, assigning his reasons at some length for the 
propriety of allowing the additional compensation 
proposed by the bill, and urged, in support of the 
aaaaney of giving this additional sum, the great 
accumulation of business in the district. 

Mr. Wricut contended for the allowance of 
the additional compensation of five hundred dol- 
lars to the judge. He thought the additional la- 
bor incident to that court, the heavy responsibili- 
ties of the judge, and the importance of the busi- 
ness devolving on him, justified the allowance. 
He entered at some length into the duties of this 
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officer, illustrating, by analogous cases and argu- 
ments, the propriety of admitting the compensa- 
tion asked for. 

Mr. Cocke replied to Mr. Wricut and Mr. 
JOHNSTON, supporting his amendment on _ the 
ground that the duties of the judge were not suf- 

cient to justify the allowance of the additional 
sum of five hundred dollars; and that, being an 
officer paid by the year, the public was already 
entitled to the whole of his time and attendance, 
without an additional allowance. Mr. C. said 
three thousand dollars was a sum adequate to 
cover all the additional duties to be devolved on 
that judge, &c. 

Mr. Tucker hoped that, as the sense of the 
House had been already taken on this question, 
the bill would pass, in its present form. He con- 
sidered it very unwise policy in this Government 
to give inadequate salaries to its judges. He be- 
lieved the duties of this court were equally im- 
portant with those of any other circuit court of 
the United States; and thought, all circumstances 
considered, that the proposed compensation was 
barely sufficient, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, the yeas and nays 
were then required on this question. 

Mr. J. S. JounstTon again replied to some ob- 
jections which had been made to the additional 
compensation of the judge. The object of the 
Government, Mr. J. said, should be to obtain 
judges of suitable character and talents. The 
first consideration of this House should be to effect 
this object. This was a case justifying the exer- 
cise of its discretionary power. Mr. J. enumerated 
the duties which devolve on the judge already, as 
well as those which he would have to encounter 
in the execution of the duties of the contemplated 
court. He persisted in defending the allowance 
of the sum of five hundred dollars, because he be- 
lieved the numerous and arduous duties of this 
judge required additional compensation to enable 
him faithfully to discharge them, &c. He con- 
cluded with repeating the considerations which 
had induced him to ask this compensation, &c. 

Mr. ALEXANDER SmyTH stated the reasons why 
he should vote in favor of granting the contem- 
plated additional sum to the judge of the western 
district of Louisiana. 

Mr. Morgan also briefly delivered his sentiments 
against striking out the amendment, and ho 
the reasonable allowance provided by the bill 
would be accorded to the judge, &c. 

Mr. Cocke made some further remarks in re- 
ply to geen, and in support of the motion to 
strike from the bill its objectionable principle— 
the additional salary of five hundred dollars. 

Mr. BucHaNnan was opposed to the amendment. 
He argued the justness of the allowance on the 
ground of the accumulation of business, &c., and 
intimated his disposition to reward services, in all 
cases, according to their value and importance. 

Mr. Lirrie* was opposed to the allowance of 
the five hundred dollars, and gave his reasons for 
agreeing to the proposed amendment. He said 
he was not disposed to tax his constituents to sup- 
port in affluence a judge for the State of Louisi- 








) 


priwe ee AE 
ee a ee ere 


: 
4 


a: 
= 
B 
te 
rie 
ae 
Peg 
a 
Be 
Ld 
xy 
£ 
. 
} 





691 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Columbia River. 

ana. If that wealthy State was willing to give| Mr. McKim also submitted his views of the 
its own judges a large salary, he had no objection. | bill, and briefly commended the wisdom of the 
But he was opposed to increasing the salary of | policy of protecting our commerce on the Pacific 
officers of the eal Government on every oc- | ocean, and of planting a military post somewher, 
casion of increase of duty. Congress, said Mr. L., | on the borders of the Pacific for that purpose. He 
augment the duty of clerks by calls on the depart- | argued also against the impossibility of transport. 
ments under their direction, and yet we hear no | ing thither a force commensurate to the protection 
petitions for increase of salary. He thought the | of the commerce on those seas, and obviated diff. 
principle of augmenting the salary of an officer | culties which gentlemen had — would 
merely upon the ground of occasional increase of | be found to exist on the passage of troops to tha 
duties an erroneous principle, &c. post. 

Mr. Burrows accorded with the mover of the| Mr. CamBre.enc said that he had not intended 
amendment, and briefly gave his reasons why he | to trouble the House upon the question, but gen. 
should vote for the adoption of it. a Seat such vast me phe details, 

: and described such vast commercial advantages 

Po mea Pape deere es fae as likely to result from the establishment of a mili 
mined in the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 62, as| ‘tary post on the Pacific ocean, he thought it 
cot Sint Scecs would uchine beter poetvohien woe 
; er, Allen of Massachusetts, that o ou ; our 

ener at Caatianetions, Barber of Obie, Barstow, | COMmerce, than twenty fortifications on the coast, 
Bassett, Bateman, Bigelow, Borland, Brown, Bur- | 4" truth, he said, the question for the House 
rows, Butler, Cambreleng, Campbell of New York, | determine, was, whether Congress would appro- 
Carter, Cassedy, Chambers, Cocke, Condict, Conner, | priate one, two, three, four, perhaps five hundred 
Cook, Crafts, Cuthbert, Dane, Durfee, Eddy, Edwards | thousand dollars annually, to protect the Indian 
of Connecticut, Eustis, Floyd, Forrest, Gebhard, Gil- | trade beyond the mountains. Gentlemen should 
mer, Gross, Hall, Hardin, Harris, Harvey, Hawks, | reflect upon the consequences likely to result from 
Herrick, Hill, Hobart, Holcombe, Hooks, F. Johnson, | the passage of the bill. He had, he said, a strong 
Kent, Keyes, Lathrop, Litchfield, Little, McCoy, Mc- | individual interest in the question. He was inti- 
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Sherry, Matlack, Mattocks, Metcalfe, Montgomery, | mate with, and had a high respect for Mr. Astor, | | 
a gentlemen not more distinguished for his wealth | 


Murray, Nelson of Massachusetts, New, Phillips, Pier- 
son, Pitcher, Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of 
Pennsylvania, Reed of Massachusetts, Reed of Mary- 
land, Rich, Rochester, Rodney, Rogers, Ruggles, Russ, 
Arthur Smith, Sterling of Connecticut, Sterling of 
New York, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
Tucker of South Carolina, Udree, Upham, Van Wyck, 
Walker, Walworth, Whipple, White, Williams of Vir- 
ginia, Williams of North Carolina, Williamson, Wil- 
son, Wood, and Woodson. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Tennessee, Archer, 
Ball, Baylies, Bayly, Buchanan, Campbell of Ohio, 
Cannon, Colden, Conkling, Cushman, Dickinson, 


than for his enterprise and intelligence. But the 
interest of the nation was a paramount considera- 
tion, and, before gentlemen were ready to pass 
this bill, that mighty question was to be setiled, 
whether we should establish a government of any 
kind, and at any time, on the borders of the Pa- 
cific? For his part, he considered the question of 
such magnitude, he should not be prepared to vote 
upon it, until it had been discussed for at least five 
sessions. He, therefore, hoped it would be post- 
poned. 


Dwight, Edwards of North Carolina, Farrelly, Find- 
lay, Fuller, Garnett, Gorham, Govan, Hamilton, Hub- 
bard, Ingham, Jennings, J. T. Johnson, J. S. John- 
ston, Jones of Virginia, Jones of Tennessee, Kirkland, 
Leftwich, McCarty, McKim, McLane, McNeill, Mal- 
lary, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Moore of Virginia, 
Moore of Alabama, Morgan, Neale, Newton, Patterson 
of New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Rhea, Ross, 
Russell, Scott, Sergeant, Sloane, Alex. Smith, William 
Smith, J. S. Smith, A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, 
Stewart, Thompson, Tucker of Virginia, Vance, Van 
Rensselaer, Woodcock, and Wright. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time on Monday next. 


OCCUPATION OF COLUMBIA RIVER, 


The House again resumed the consideration 
of the bill for the occupancy of the mouth of the 
Columbia river, that being the unfinished business 
of yesterday, the pending question being on the 
indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. Woonson, of Kentucky, gave his reasons 
at some length on the general merits of the bill, 
and advocated the propriety of the proposed occu- 
pancy of that post. 


The question again recurring on the indefinite 
postponement— 

Mr. Eustis rose to state his objections to an 
indefinite postponement. After stating his objec- 
tions to this disposition of the bill, he dwelt a short 
time upon its merits, considering it as one of the 
greatest questions which had ever been presented 
to this House, in consequence of its great political 
influence and bearing on the nation, &c. 

Mr. BreckenripGe, of Kentucky, said he re- 
gretted that he could not vote for the bill. He 
would have been glad to have supported the hon- 
orable mover, had he been able to do so consist- 
ently with his notions of policy. 

He said he admitted with the friends of the bill 
that the measure proposed was an important one; 
and, when you are called upon to adopt a measure 
new in its character, you are led to inquire into 
your Constitutional power to adopt it; and, if it 
be Constitutional, is it politic? Is it expedient? 
Sir, the result of my reflections is, that the measure 
before you is neither the one nor the other. 

The bill proposes that you shall erect a military 
government at the mouth of the Columbia river, 
and that such of your citizens as are within your 
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territory, and such as may remove to it hereafter, 
shall be entitled to a bounty in land from the Gov- 
ernment for actual settlement. But, although you 
invite your citizens to settle in your territory, do 
you extend to.them the Constitution and laws of 
the Union? No, sir, you give them neither legis- 
lation nor courts. They are provided with no 
civil officers; all the power and authority in the 


' | Territory is confided to a military chieftain ; you 


ate grey 


Suptecas 


place in his single hands the legislative, judicial, 
and executive functions of the country, controlled 
only by the President and Congress of the United 
States. 2d 

The civil and political liberties of your citizens, 
instead of being protected by your Constitution 
and laws, are left at the mercy of an individual 
whose responsibility to you is a mockery. In 
what part of the Constitution of the United 
States do you find your authority for doing this? | 
You may institute territorial governments pre- 


) paratory to their admission into the Union. But 


the spirit of your Constitution forbids a system of 
colonization ; and, if you had the power, in mercy 
to yourselves and your citizens, you should not 
exercise it. The history of colonial governments, 
from the earliest period up to the present, presents 
one unvaried scene of wrongs and outrages on one 
side, and of suffering and revolt on the other. 
Congress may admit new States into this Union, 
under the restrictions contained in the Constitu- 
tion, and have power to make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting its territory; but it can- 
not colonize ; it cannot confide all its powers to 
the military; it cannot erect a military despotism. 

Or is it pretended that the contemplated organi- 
zation is a step preparatory to the admission of 
this territory, when it shall have attained the re- 
quisite population, into the Union of these States ? 
If you adopt the bill on your table, admission into 
the Union is a measure which those who settle in 
the country may expect, and will have a right to 
demand. By establishing this government; by 
inviting your citizens to settle permanently in the 
country, you impliedly promise them the protec- 
tion of your laws, and a place in your Union. 
Have gentlemen seriously thought of the last pro- 
position? Have they sketched even to them- 
selves the probable consequences of admitting 
Oregon, within any short period, into the Union 
of these States? Are they prepared to go to war 
to protect the territorial or commercial rights of 
the people of Oregon? Are you prepared to meet 
all the consequences that will probably follow 
such a step? You must guaranty to them a re- 
publican form of government. You must extend 
to them equal laws—you must attend to all their 
rights and privileges with the same exactness 
that you do to the rest of the confederacy. 

There can be no community of interest or feel- 
ing between governments so situated—separated 
by the Rocky Mountains, and a distance of three 
thousand miles, the wholesome blood which flowed 
from the heart of this confederacy cannot reach 
the confines of Oregon. There can be no bond of 
Union between them; and the limb, thus separa- 
ted from the body, must perish. 
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This is, indeed, sir, the age of experiments and 
enterprise, and, I might add, of visions. We have 
recently heard of connecting oceans by severing 
a continent—we have heard of penetrating the 
earth, and finding a habitable country, and a new 
race of men, in the interior of this alcbe-Ladil an 
honorable and learned gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Coupen,) some days since, told us that, be- 
fore many years, a person going from Europe to 
the East Indies, would find his best route in land- 
ing at New York; thence, by her canal, to the 
Ohio river; thence, up the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri rivers, through the Rocky Mountains, and 
down the Columbia river to its mouth, ferrying 
thence to the Asiatic shore! and all this by means 
of steamboats! I will not, Mr. Speaker, class the 
proposition before you with these dreams, but, I 
must say, that I look upon it, not only as wild 
and visionary, but as impolitic and dangerous. 

But, sir, said Mr. B., suppose I am mistaken in 
this point, and you have Constitutionally the 
right to establish such a government as that pre- 
sented by the bill on your table, will it be good 
policy todo so? What are the objects to be at- 
tained by it? We are told by the friends of the 
measure, that the territory is ours—that some of 
our citizens are now residing there, and that citi- 
zens of the United States have a capital of ten 
millions of dollars employed in a most lucrative 
trade on that coast; and we must protect them 
and their commerce. : 

I believe, sir, there are but a handful of men 
there, and these were there when the country was 
ceded to you. If emigration has taken place 
since, or trade been commenced by your citizens, 
it was with a full knowledge that they had no 
claim on you for government or protection; and 
where is the evidence that they desire either? Is 
there a single memorial upon your table, com- 
plaining of aggression upon their persons or prop- 
erty? If we were to judge from the immense 
profits derived from their trade, they ought to dep- 
recate your interference. Sir, the great profits of 
this commerce arises from its obscurity. Once 
establish a government in the territory, and send 
armies and navies to protect it, and the charm is 
dissolved. Competition will reduce it to the level 
of other business. But you cannot overlook the 
expense that must attend this project. The bill 
at tp meme $50,000; but, sir, six times that sum 
will, probably, be insufficient to transport a few 
hundred men to the mouth of the Columbia, and 
support them forone year. Will you, as proposed 
by the honorable mover of this bill, attempt to 
march your troops across the Rocky Mountains? 
The dangers and difficulties of such an enterprise 
are almost insurmountable. Turn your eyes to 
the journal of Lewis and Clarke. They had, per- 
haps, the best appointed body of men for such a 
service, that could be found in any country; but 
they would have starved, had they not made food 
of their own dogs! Will you send them by sea? 
This would be worse than a voyage to the East 
Indies. 

But, suppose your troops there, and your fortifi- 
cations erected—what will you have attained? 
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You will have imprisoned your soldiers, and the 
very natives will be able to starve them into sub- 
mission; or you must keep part of your Navy 
constantly supplying and protecting them. Sir, 
the expense is too great, compared with the object 
in view. 

Gentlemen inform us that our territorial limits 
will be invaded by foreign Powers, and we may 
endanger our just rights, unless we possess our- 
selves of the country. It is true, we have pur- 
chased it, and, except in part, our right is undis- 
puted; and the mouth of the Columbia is not 
within the disputed boundary. Will our posses- 
sion give additional validity to the claim? Will 
it strengthen or enlarge the right we acquired by 

urchase? If it should fall into the hands of a 

oreign Power, will his possession weaken our 
right, or give additional page to his own ? 

But, sir, the measure is highly inexpedient in 
another point of view: The bill allows a bounty 
in lands to such of our citizens as may remove to 
the territory. The spirit of migration should 
rather be repressed in your citizens than encour- 

ed. The States and Territories forming this 
Union are now too thinly populated; you have 
yet many millions of acres of public land unsold 
and unsettled. Your public domains have not all 
been surveyed, or even explored; and they have 
all the advantages which fertile soil and good 
climate can bestow, and they lie under the pro- 
tecting arm of the Union. Why then, sir, draw 
off the population which you want at home, 
and “a the settlement of the soil you can 
protect’ — 

An honorable gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Co.pen,) a few days ago, described, in the most 
glowing and captivating colors, the great profits 
of a commerce with the mouth of the Columbia. 
His arguments might indeed have been most for- 
cible, if addressed to the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York, to prove that they should enter into 
the scheme as a mercantile adventure; but I hope 
they had no weight with this House. We have 
been stigmatized by the civilized nations of Eu- 
rope, as a country of merchants, ready to barter 
any thing we have, for gold. Whatever truth 
there may be in the remark, as applied to us in- 
dividually, I hope and believe it is destitute of 
foundation with regard to the councils of the na- 
tion. You, sir, will not traffic the political rights 
of the people of this country, for commercial ad- 
vantages. The day, I hope, is very far distant, 
when the blessings secured by our free institutions 
will be thrown into the market, as mercantile 
commodities. 

A time may arrive, when the States and Terri- 
tories now composing this Union, may be over- 
flowing with native population; when your pos- 
terity shall occupy your seats, they may wish to 
extend the civil liberty they enjoy, to their fellow- 
citizens on the banks of the Oregon—then, and 
not till then, can the measure before you be jus- 
tified. 

Mr. Ruea was opposed to the bill, and deliy- 
ered some remarks in support of his opinions. 

The question being again called for— 
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Mr. Eustis moved to lay the bill on the table. ‘ 


when, on agreeing thereto, it was determined j, _ 
the affirmative—ayes 76, noes 61. 4 





Monpay, January 27. 


Mr. Lire presented a petition of Catharin. 
Hayre, late Catharine Orme, praying, for reason; 
set forth in her petition, to be divorced from Joh, 
Hayre, her husband.—Referred to the Committe: 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Conpicr presented a memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of the State of New Jersey, praying 
that further aid, protection, and encouragement, 
may be extended to the manufactures of the coun. 
try ; which memorial was referred to the Com. ~ 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union) | 
which is committed the bill upon the subject t) 
which the said memorial relates. 

Mr. SERGEANT presented a memorial of sundry 
manufacturers of bridle-bits, stirrup-irons, ani 





; Ww 
coach and harness furniture, in the city and county 
of Philadelphia, praying for an increase of the du. T 
ties of those articles imported into the United on t 


States. A 


Mr. Serceant presented a petition of Watson DEN’ 
Atkinson, umbrella-maker, in Philadelphia, pray- To t. 
ing that such a construction may be given to the It 
act, imposing a specific duty on wire, as will place 9 the | 
square iron wire among articles paying a duty of | | Pres 
fifteen per cent. ad valorem. %  scrij 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to for } 
the Committee on Manufactures. mat 

Mr. Gist presented a petition of sundry inhab- tion 
itants of the State of South Carolina, praying for will 
the establishment of a district court of the United me 
States for the upper or western part of said State “ 
Referred. bin 

On motion of Mr. Buackepeg, the Committee pro 
on the Public Buildings were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of selecting a suitable number 
of rooms, in addition to the one already occupied 
by the Clerk of the House of Representatives, for do 
the better accommodation of the Clerks’s depatt- Af 
ment. : 

On motion of Mr. Tomutnson, the Committee fre 
on Commerce were instructed to inquire whether st 
it be expedient so to amend the act, entitled “An ar 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 0} 
and tonnage,” as toabolish the office of measurer ; M 
to provide that the duties heretofore performed by oe 
the measurers, in virtue of said act, shall be per- e 


formed by the inspectors ; and to prohibit the al- 
lowance of any additional compensation to inspec- 
tors for measuring. 


Mr. RankIN submitted the following resolution 
which was read, and laid on the table one day, 
under the rule. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House, if the treaty con- 
cluded with the Choctaw nation of Indians, on the 
18th day of October, 1820, has been executed, so far 
as respects the cession of certain lands to said nation, 
west of the river Mississippi; and if possession has 
been given of the lands ceded to them; if not, that he 
assign the reasons which prevented the immediate 
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execution of the stipulations of said treaty ; and whe- 
ther the difficulties have diminished or increased by 
the delay in its execution. 

The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
of the last session, on the petition of Thomas 
Eames: Whereupon, it was ordered that the re- 
port and petition be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, together with additional doc- 
uments this day presented by Mr. Marrocks. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresiDENT OF THE UnitTep Srares: 

To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, to the House of Representa- 
tives, a report from the Secretary of State, together 
with the documents which contain the information 
requested by the resolution of the House, of the 19th 
of December last, relating to the establishment at the 
mouth of Columbia river. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasaineton, Jan. 25, 1823. 


The said Message was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Another Message was received from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unitep Srares, as follows : 

To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, a letter from the Secretary of 
the Navy, containing one from Captain John Rodgers, 
President of the Naval Board, accompanied by a de- 
scription of the “ inclined plane,” dock, and fixtures, 
for hauling up ships; and an estimate of the cost of 
materials and workmanship, necessary for the comple- 
tion of a dock and wharves, proposed to be connected 
with the inclined plane, constructed at the Navy Yard, 
Washington; and recommend the same to the at- 
tentive consideration of Congress. 

It is confidently believed that this invention com- 
bines advantages so highly useful as to justify the ap- 
propriation required. 

JAMES MONROE. 


The Message was read, and, together with the 
documents, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
statements, showing the amounts which have 
arisen from the sales of lands within the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Mississippi, Illinois, Alabama, and 
Missouri, appropriated by law to the opening roads 
and canals leading to said States, which has been 
paid, or is due to each of said States; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House another 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement, exhibiting the amount of 
drawback payable on merchandise exported from 
the United States, during the years ending on the 
3lst day of December, 1819, 1820, and 1821, com- 
pared with the amount of duties which accrued 
on the same respectively ; which were also ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Neace moved to take up the bill extending 
the jurisdiction of justices of peace in the District 
of Columbia; which motion was negatived, 36 
only voting in favor of it. 
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The engrossed “bill for the better organization 
of the district court of the United States, within 
the district of Louisiana,” was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Wricur offered the following resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Maryland, which 
were read: 


By trae Hovss or Derecares, Jan. 11, 1823. 


Whereas a system of internal improvement, con” 
fined to great national purposes, with proper limita” 
tions, would be productive of eminent advantages to 
the people of the United States; would promote the 
general welfare, and tend to secure a more perfect 
union: and whereas doubts may and do exist, whe- 
ther the Congress of the United States have the power 
to adopt a system ; therefore, 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of Maryland, 
That the Senators and Representatives of this State in 
the Congress of the United States, be requested to use 
their best exertions to procure such an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, as will give 
Congress powesto adopt and execute a system of in- 
ternal improvement, to be confined to great national 
purposes, with proper limitations. 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, 
requested to cause a copy of this resolution to be trans- 
mitted to each of the Senators and Representatives of 


this State in Congress. 
By order: JOHN BREWER, Clerk. 


SYMMES’S THEORY. 


Among the petitions presented to-day was the 
following, presented by Mr. J. T. Jounson, of 
Kentucky : 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Congress assembled: 


The petition of the subscribing citizens respectfully 
showeth, that, in our opinion, both the national honor 
and public interest may be promoted by the equip- 
ment of an exploring party, for the purpose of pene- 
trating the Polar regions, beyond the limits at present 
known; with a view, not only of making new discov- 
eries in geography, natural history, geology, and as- 
tronomy, but of opening new sources of trade and 
commerce. 

And it is our further opinion, that Captain John 
Cleves Symmes, late of the United States Army, who 
professes to have originated a new theory of the earth, 
which may be verified by a voyage to the North, will 
be a suitable person (assisted by men of science and 

experience) to be intrusted with the conduct of such 
an expedition. 

Independently of the truth or error of Symmes’s 
theory, there appear to be many extraordinary circum- 
stances, or phenomena, pervading the Arctic and 
Antarctic regions,jwhich strongly indicate something 
beyond the Polar circles worthy of our attention and 
research. 

We, therefore, pray Congress to pass a law grant- 
ing an exploring outfit, in conformity to our memorial ; 
and thereby at once subserve the cause of philosophy 
and the earnest wishes of your constituents. 


Mr. Jonnson moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Farre.ty, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. Jonnson hoped it would not be laid on the 


a 








699 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF 

















table. 





Internal Improvements. 


CONGRESS. 





ee i 


JANUARY, 1823, 


The memorial had many respectable sig- | Houses, wants only the signature of the Presiden; 


natures, and perhaps, on further examination, it| to become a law.] 


might turn out that something useful might grow 
out of the investigation of it. 

The motion to lay the memorial on the table 
was negatived. 

The question recurring on referring it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations— 

Mr. Arcuer suggested the propriety of referring 
it, in preference, to the Committee on Commerce, 
the object of the memorialists being probably to 
establish a commerce with the interior inhabitants. 

The question to refer the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations was decided in the 
negative—56 to 46. 

no motion of Mr. Lirr.e, the memorial was 
then ordered to lie on the table. 


DISBURSEMENT OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Basserr, 
proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill concerning the disburse- 
ment of public moneys. 

[One of these amendments is a proviso, that 
nothing in the bill shall prevent the Secretary of 
the Treasury from making such advances, under 
the instructions of the President, as shall be ne- 
cessary for the fulfilment of the public engage- 
ments. 

Another is a proviso, that nothing in the act 
shall be construed to prevent public officers being 
required to account more frequently than quar- 
terly. 

The third proviso authorizes the continuance in 
office of any public officer who shall be in arrear 
to the Government, on his satisfactorily account- 
ing for such arrear.] 

r. Bassett moved that the House concur in 
the amendments. 

Mr. Sioane, of Ohio, moved to refer the bill 
and amendments to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. Bassett opposed this motion, on the ground 
of the subject having been sufficiently examined 
already, and that delay would only have the effect 
to defeat the bill. 

Mr. Stoane disclaimed any such motive, his 
object being mereiy to ascertain whether the 
amendments did not go to defeat the original 
enactments of the bill. 

The motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, was negatived. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the | 
amendments— 


Mr. Newron assigned the reasons why he 
should vote for the amendments. Standing on 
national and wholly disinterested grounds, he was 
opposed to the principle of the bill. With the 
amendments, he should have been opposed to the 
bill as being an unnecessary law, leaving things 
just as they now stand. He was in favor of the 
amendments, however, because they would have 
the effect to leave things just where they are. 

The amendments were agreed to. 


[So this bill, as amended, having passed both | ledge, Breckenridge, Buchanan, Butrows, Campbell 


MOUTH OF THE COLUMBIA. 


Mr. FLoyp moved that the House proceed ty 
the consideration of the bill, now lying on the 
table, to provide for the occupation of the mouth 
of the Columbia. 

Mr. Cuampers, of Ohio, required the yeas anj 
nays to be taken on this question, in order to de. 
termine, by that test, whether the House were 
really determined to act upon the subject at the 
present session. 

The question on taking up the bill was accord. 
ingly decided, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Archer, 
Barber of Connecticut, Baylies, Bayly, Burrows, Car. 
ter, Colden, Conkling, Cuthbert, Durfee, Eddy, Eustis, 
Findlay, Floyd, Forward, Hamilton, Herrick, Hii, 
Holcombe, Hubbard, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, 
Jones of Virginia, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Keyes, Little, 


McKim, McLane, Mallary, Metcalfe, Moore of Vir. | 7 


ginia, Moore of Alabama, Morgan, Nelson of Massa. 
chusetts, Newton, Pitcher, Reed of Massachusetts, 
Reid of Georgia, Rochester, Ross, Ruggles, Russell, 
Saunders, Scott, Arthur Smith, Alexander Smyth, A. 
Stevenson, Tattnall, Thompson, Trimble, Vance, Van 
Wyck, Walker, Walworth, Whipple, White, William. 
son, Woodcock, Woodson, and Wright—61. 
Narys—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Ten- 
nessee, Ball, Barber of Ohio, Barstow, Bassett, Bate- 
man, Blackledge, Breckenridge, Brown, Buchanan, 
Butler, Cambreleng, Campbell of New York, Camp- 
bell of Ohio, Cannon, Cassedy, Chambers, Cocke, 
Condict, Conner, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Dane, Dar- 
lington, Denison, Dickinson, Dwight, Edwards of 
Connecticut, Edwards of North Carolina, Farrelly, 
Forrest, Garnett, Gilmer, Gist, Gross, Hall, Hardin, 
Harris, Harvey, Hawks, Hemphill, Hobart, Hooks, 
Ingham, Jennings, J. 8S. Johnston, Kent, Lathrop, 
Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchfield, McCarty, McCoy, Mc- 
Neill, McSherry, Matson, Mattocks, Mercer, Mit- 
chell of Pennsylvania, Montgomery, Murray, Neale, 
Nelson of Maryland, New, Patterson of New York, 
Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Pierson, Plumer, 
of Pennsylvania, Rankin, Reed of Maryland, Rhea, 
Rich, Rodney, Rogers, Russ, Sergeant, Sloane, W. 
Smith, Sterling of Connecticut, Sterling of New York, 
J. Stephenson, Stewart, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, 
Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker of South Carolina, 
Udree, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Williams of Virginia, 
Williams of North Carolina, Wilson, and Wood—100. 
So the House refused to take up the bill. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. Hempritt moved to take up the bill for 
authorizing the President to cause to be procured 
surveys and estimates for certain roads and canals. 

On this motion, Mr. Watworrn required the 
yeas and nays, in order to ascertain, in that man- 
ner, whether the House was disposed to act upon 
the subject, at the present session, or not. 

The yeas and nays were taken accordingly, and 
there were—for taking up the bill 88, against 1f, 
69, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen of Tennessee, Archer, Bar- 
ber of Ohio, Barstow, Bateman, Baylies, Bayly, Black- 
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ascertained and settled. 

In order to a correct and distinct view of the 
subject, it is necessary that it should be clearly 
understood what are the items which compose the 
subject of internal improvements, and what are 
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ident of New York, Campbell of Ohio, Chambers, Colden, 
Condict, Cook, Cushman, Cuthbert, Darlington, Den- 
ison, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards of 
® Connecticut, Farrelly, Findlay, Forward, Gross, Ham- 
4 to | Milton, Harris, Hemphill, Hill, Holcombe, Ingham, Jen- 
the  nings, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, 
outh Jones of Tennessee, Kent, Keyes, Little, McCarty, 
McKim, McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Matson, Mercer, 
| Metcalfe, Moore of Virginia, Moore of Alabama, Neale, 
and Nelson of Maryland, Newton, Patterson of New York, 
> de. Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Rankin, Rhea, 
were Rich, Rochester, Rogers, Ross, Saunders, Scott, Ser- 
the | WB geant, Sloane, Alexander Smyth, W. Smith, John 

WF Speed Smith, Sterling of New York, A. Stevenson, 
ord- | J. Stephenson, Stewart, Swan, Tattnall, Tod, Trimble, 

| “@ Udree, Vance, Walker, Whipple, Wood, Woodcock, 
her, | and Woodson. 
Car. | @ Nays—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Massa- 
\stis, chusetts, Ball, Barber of Connecticut, Borland, Brown, 
Hill, Cambreleng, Cannon, Carter, Cassedy, Cocke, Conk- 
sun, | ling, Conner, Crafts, Dane, Edwards of North Caro- 
ttle, lina, Floyd, Garnett, Gilmer, Gist, Gorham, Hall, 
Vir. Hardin, Harvey, Hawks, Herrick, Hooks, Jones of 
ssa- | Virginia, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchfield, Mc- 
tts, | Coy, McNeill, Mattocks, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, 
sell, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Nelson of Massachu- 
ya. 7% setts, New, Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of Pennsylvania, 
Van Reed of Massachusetts, Reid of Georgia, Rodney, 
am- Ruggles, Russ, Arthur Smith, Sterling of Connecti- 

f cut, Stoddard, Taylor, Thompson, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
‘en- | Tucker of Virginia, Tucker of South Carolina, Upham, 
ate. | Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Walworth, White, Wil- 
an, ® liams of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, Wil- 
np- liamson, Wilson, and Wright. 
ke, So the House agreed to take up the bill. 
. Mr. Woop said that he was happy that the 
Ny House had agreed to take up this bill; that he 
a) should have regretted that the able and elaborate 
"a argument of the learned gentleman from Penn- 
>, sylvania (Mr. Hempnitt) should have remained 
fc. unnoticed ; and rejoiced that he had an opportu- 
‘it. nity of entering his protest against a doctrine 
le, | ™ which he considered so destructive to the arrange- 
rk, | | ment by which the relative powers of the General 
er, > and State Governments were adjusted, and which, 
¥8, * until constitutionally changed, Congress were 
W. | = bound to observe. 
rk, : Sir, said Mr. W., the bill now before this House 
or, + is intended to lay the foundation of a system of 
a, ) internal improvement, which, under various dis- 
6 + guises, has for some time past been silently work- 
N. ) ing its way into the legislation of the General 

~ Government. 

’ The frequent agitation of the question, whether 
bs ’ this power belongs to Congress, is calculated to 
d ) raise a presumption that its solution is attended 
* : = difficulty than it appears to me it re- 
“i > ally is 
z . t will he readily allowed, that it is of some 
a | importance that the true meaning and intention 

_ of the Constitution, in relation to a question of 
4 4 such magnitude, should, if possible, be clearly 

4 
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the powers necessary and proper for their intro- 
duction and cultivation. 

The subject of internal improvements embraces 
all the ordinary means that can contribute to the 
moral or physical improvement of any State or 
community ; such as relate to public instruction; 
public health ; public infirmity ; public industry, 
and public intercourse : embracing common schools, 
academies, and colleges; literary, scientific, med- 
ical, and religious institutions; provision for the 
deaf and dumb, the insane, sick and infirm ; agri- 
cultural societies; regulations to improve the 
quality of the articles of trade; bounties; arts 
and manufactures; exclusive privileges; roads; 
incorporations for pecuniary, economical and elee- 
mosynary purposes, and for the construction of 
turnpikes, bridges, and canals. It will be readily 
perceived from this enumeration, that the subjects 
of internal improvement constitute an independ- 
ent branch of public policy, and open a wide field 
for legislation. 

The powers necessary to the introduction and 
cultivation of the various subjects of internal im- 
provement, comprise the greater portion of the 
municipal powers of any community; such as 
the power to establish common schools, and liter- 
ary institutions; to erect and maintain peniten- 
tiaries, infirmaries, and eleemosynary establish- 
ments ; to establish agricultural, mechanical, and 
manufacturing societies; to grant bounties and 
premiums, to encourage industry ; to pass inspec- 
tion laws to ascertain and improve the quality of 
produce; to regulate apprenticeships; to reward 
inventors of useful arts and improvements by ex- 
clusive privileges ; to erect incorporations for pe- 
cuniary and economical purposes; to levy con- 
tributions on towns and counties to pay for private 
property taken for highways, and to exact per- 
sonal labor to make and maintain highways and 
bridges ; to incorporate companies for the con- 
struction of turnpikes and canals; and to levy 
taxes and prescribe penalties to give effect to these 
powers. 

The question is, to which Government, in our 
peculiar system, have the people of the United 
States assigned the exercise of these powers ? 

If it shall appear that the powers over the sub- 
jects of internal improvement are inadequate to 
the objects of the General Government, and not 
necessary to effect them; if they are absolutely 
necessary to the well being of the States, and 
adapted to the objects of the State governments; 
if it shall appear that it was not the intention of 
the people to intrust them to the General Govern- 
ment, and that the State Legislatures are more 
competent to their efficient exercise than Con- 
gress, it will be manifest that they belong exclu- 
sively to the State governments. 

The principal object of the General Govern- 
ment is public security against foreign invasion, 
or external injury. The great object of the State 
governments is the improvement of society. 

The powers adapted to the subjects of internal 
improvements are inadequate to the objects of 
the General Government. All the powers above 
enumerated as applicable to the subjects of inter- 





m4 
yj 


H 
es 
£ 
é 





703 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 704 
Internal Improvements. eae 


nal improvement are incompetent to sustain an | their whole force is exerted and exhausted in de. 
army or navy, or to effect any military enterprise ; | veloping the internal resources of that State. 
they are insufficient to wield the credit of the; Again, sir, these powers were never intended to 
nation ; to pledge the faith of the nation, or to | be surrendered to the General Government by the 
command the resources.of the nation; they are poet they belonged to the States under the 
inadequate to any arrangement with foreign na- 
tions ; too limited to give effect to any stipulation | that instrument, and it admitted of no implica. 
for mutual intercourse or mutual assistance; and | tion; the want of these powers was not deemed 
for all the peculiar purposes of the General Gov- | defect in that instrument ; it was not among the 
ernment would be useless. ‘causes that led to the adoption of the present 
The powers are not necessary to effect the ob- | Constitution, and the scrupulous jealousy with 
jects of the General Government ; the people of | which the Conventions who adopted it canvassej 
the United States have invested the General Gov- | every item of its powers, forbids the belief tha 
ernment with ample powers for the discharge of | they intended to grant an atom of power that was 
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its functions; they have furnished all the means 
necessary to the ends they had in view. The 


direction of the public force ; the negotiation of 


loans; the engagement of the public faith; un- 
limited taxation ; the formation of treaties; and 
the regulation of the terms of mutual intercourse 
with foreign nations, are the means furnished by 


not essential to the ends of the General Goverp- 
ment. 


| Itseems to have been arule which governed the 


| people in the distribution of the sovereign power, 


‘not to confer any on the General Government 
| which the States were as competent to exercise, 
| Indeed, it was not so much the object of the 





the Constitution to accomplish the ends intended | people to confer any new powers on the General 
by the General Government ; and no inducement | Government, as, by a new modification, to render 
could exist for granting more power than was | those already granted more efficient; the defee. 
sufficient for the purposes for which it was framed ; | tive mode of supplying the public Treasury by 
it would have been ruinous to the States, and | quotas on the States, instead of a direct resort to 


useless to the General Government. 

The powers over the subjects of internal im- 
provement are absolutely necessary to the pur- 
poses of the State governments; if they are not 
embraced by the General Government, they ne- 
cessarily result to the State governments; they 
cannot be extinguished. It will not be denied 
that the State governments have been left in pos- 
session of powers sufficient for the duties with 
which they are charged. Without them, society 
would be stationary, and the country would re- 
main a wilderness ; no improvement beyond indi- 
vidual exertion would be attempted; industry 
would be without motive, and the supply of the 
necessities of individuals would be the measure 
of their exertion; there would be no union of 
effort, no general contribution for any public pur- 
pose—the State Legislatures would be useless. 

_ The exercise of these powers are the means of 
civilization and social improvement; the state of 
internal improvement marks the different stages 
in the progress of society from barbarism to re- 
finement, and distinguishes the citizen from the 
savage—polished from barbarous manners. 

The cultivation of internal improvements opens 
the treasures of knowledge; develops the powers 
of the human mind; restrains the passions, and 
tames their ferocity ; calls into exercise the social 
and moral virtues, and unites men by the ties of 
mutual interest and affection; attaches them to 
kindred and country, and multiplies the sources 
and enlarges the sphere of human happiness. 

These powers are fully adequate to the purposes 
of the State governments; they embrace every 
subject of internal improvement ; they extend to 
every object that can affect the moral or physical 
condition of the community, and may be applied 
with effect as the state of society or circumstances 
of the people may require; they are limited in 
their operation to the territory of the State, and 


‘the people by taxation, paralyzed the powers of 
| Congress under the Confederation, and rendered 


‘them unable to fulfil the public engagements. To | 4 
| remedy this defect, the people added to those they | 


} 


had already granted the power to lay duties, im- 
| posts, and excises, with that of direct taxation. 
| The only new subjects of a municipal nature that 
were assigned to the General Government, were 
those of bankruptcy and naturalization ; and the 
insertion of these, evinces the exclusion of all 
others. 
| The intention of the people of the United States 
| to preserve the powers over internal order and im- 
etree entire to the States, is clearly proved 
y the on of their sovereignty between the 
General and State Governments; the different 
and distinct objects of the distribution ; the nature 
and quantity of power allotted to each ; the restric- 
tions and and limitations imposed on the exercise 
of the powers of the General Government; and 
is still further manifested by the rejection of 2 
proposition to engraft a portion of these powers 11 
the Constitution by the General Convention who 
framed it ; by the opinions expressed in the amend- 
ments proposed to it by the State Conventions at 
the time of its adoption ; and by the declarations 
accompanying those amendments. The few pow- 
ers of a municipal nature which were added to the 
Constitution, were exceptions to the general dis 
tribution and depository of municipal power ; the 
exercise of this power by the General Government 
would invade the soil and jurisdiction of the 
States, infringe their legislative and judicial av- 
thorities, and break down the limits prescribed by 
the Constitution, as understood by the Conven- 
tions who adopted it. 

The States have uniformly continued to exer- 
cise these powers under the new Constitution, and 
the prosecution of internal improvements consti 
tutes, at present, the principal employment of the 
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State Legislatures, and is the end of most State 
laws. It may be added that the United States 
have never exercised this power, and the omission 
warrants the inference of a conviction that it was 
within the province of State legislation. 

The means of personal happiness are among 
the rights that are not alienable; the want of 
them disqualifies a man for the discharge of his 
high destinies, and subjects him to a lower grade 
in the rank of being than his faculties indicate 
that he was intended to sustain. The surrender 


| of the means of social improvement and social 
happiness, by a whole society, without necessity, | 
would have been a species of self-immolation | 


irreconcilable with all the principles of moral 
order. 


Again, sir, the States are more competent to | 


the exercise of these powers than the General 
Government : the efficient exercise of these pow- 
ers requires local knowledge, local authority, and 
the vigilance, economy, and perseverance of per- 
sonal interest, and personal exertion; emulation 
among the States also gives energy to exertion: 
the example of one prompts others to correspon- 
dent exertions, until the spirit of improvement 
pervades the whole. By the exercise of these 
powers, the progress of improvement in the seve- 
ral States is without example: in the course of 
forty years, the face of the country and the state 
of society have been changed ; schools, colleges, 


and churches, literary and scientific institutions, | 


have been established; incorporations for pecuni- 
ary, economical, and eleemosynary purposes, have 
been erected ; agriculture has been improved ; arts 


and manufactures introduced ; trade extended to | 


every part of the globe, and the country has arri- 
ved ata state of moral and political improvement 
which it cost Europe half as many centuries to 
attain, and which, with regard to laws and gov- 
ernment, she has not yet attained. 

The division of the country into distinct gov- 
ernments, of a limited extent, with ample powers 
for all local and municipal purposes, has contri- 
buted to this result more effectually than any Gen- 
eral Government could have done; no General 
Government would have had time to attend to 
the innumerable subjects of legislation afforded by 
a new and growing country. If Congress had 
been invested with the power over internal im- 
provements, and had their sittings been permanent 
from the commencement of the Government, it is 
not believed that it would have been possible for 
them to have effected one-tenth part of the im- 

rovements that have been introduced by State 
egislation. 

The resources of the States are ample for the 
purpose of internal improvements; their councils 
are unoccupied by other objects; their local in- 
formation is complete; their operations efficient 
and economical; the power over this subject is 
therefore in proper hands, and could not be changed 
without manifest injury to the vital interests of 
the community. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, in his in- 
genious argument on this subject, endeavored to 
derive a criterion by which to distinguish the 
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subjects that belong to the General Government 
from those that are within the province of the 
State legislation, from the character of the sub- 
ject; he ascribed all such as are of great public 
utility, of universal necessity, and involving great 
expense to the General Government, in virtue of 
its supremacy arising from its general powers; 
and in support of his construction, referred to the 
appropriations heretofore made by Congress for 
opening roads in the new States, and to the peti- 
tions on your table praying for similar appropri- 
ations. 

Sir, to predicate the power of Congress over the 
subjects of internal improvement on their utility, 
universal necessity, or great expense, is clearly a 
petitio principii, assumes for granted the point in 
dispute, and is really begging the question. By 
this rule of construction, every subject of internal 
improvement would devolve on Congress; they 
all possess, in a greater or less degree, the charac- 

ters that are assigned to subjects of the General 
| Government common schools and religious in- 
| stitutions are of much more general utility, and 
| involve more permanent expense than any other 
| subject; this rule, therefore, would destroy every 
federal feature of the Constitution, and lead toa 
{ 
| 





consolidated Government with unlimited powers. 

It is becoming fashionable to call every subject 
of a general nature or of general utility, a nationa 
subject; a road leading from one section of the 
Union to another becomes, in the cant of the day, 
a national road ; but this abuse of language ought 
not to betray us into an assumption of power 
not intrusted to us by the people of the United 
States. 

The subjects of internal improvement possessed 
the same character under the Confederation that 
they now have; they were then of as great util- 
ity, of as universal necessity, and of as expensive 
cultivation, as they now are; the subjects within 
the power of Congress are not therefore to be dis- 
tinguished by these characteristics; the rule is 
arbitrary, proves too much, and therefore is in- 
operative. 

Most of the powers of Congress have reference 
to public defence, and their operation is confined 
to such subjects as are essentially connected with 
that object; the best criterion, therefore, by which 
to distinguish the subjects that belong to Congress 
from those that belong to the jurisdiction of the 
States, is their capacity or fitness for that end; 
such only belong to Congress as are essential to 
the execution of some enumerated power; and 
this is the rule by which to ascertain the implied 
powers of the General Government. 

But it is not admitted that any powers belong 
to the General Government by virtue of its su- 
premacy, except such as result from necessity, and 
these are not subject to any rule. The implied 
powers are ingredients of the express powers, are 
Wrapt up in them, and make a part of them; 
they are obvious, may be defined, are uniform, and 
are necessary in the ordinary course of legislation ; 
on the contrary, powers resulting from necessity 
cannot be foreseen, are indefinite, of rare oceur- 
rence, and not among the ordinary exercises of 
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legislative power ; they are more properly a sub- 
ject of Executive discretion than legislative exer- 
tion. The Executive, as the guardian of the pub- 
lic safetv, is bound to take care that the public 
receive uo detriment; and, in extreme cases, the 
safety of the people becomes the supreme law; 
and, to save the country from impending calam- 
ity, the capital of the empire may be burnt; but 
it would be an illogical deduction to infer from 
thence, that conflagration was among the ordi- 
nary powers of Congressional legislation, or the 
ordinary means of defence confided to the Ex- 
ecutive. 

Although most of the powers of the General 
Government are indicated by its object, yet there 
are some of a different nature, that have been as- 
signed to it merely by thearbitrary will and plea- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Internal Improvements. 





January, 1823, 


erty is an exclusive right; what one man OWns, no 
man can take from him without his consent ; it j, 
a perfect right, and can be enforced in a court of 
justice. The rights of buying and selling mus, 
therefore, be reciprocal ; the exercise of thes 
‘rights must be free and voluntary ; you canno 
compel another to buy your goods. Nations, iy 
this respect, resemble individuals ; one nation cap. 
| not compel another to buy or sell. Congress migh; 
have closed the ports of the United States agains 
all nations; and foreign nations, not restrained by 
treaty, have a perfect right to shut their pori 
| against the citizens of the United States. 


By the Constitution, the power over foreign | — 


commerce is divided between the Executive and 
the Legislature. The President, with the consent 
| of the Senate, has the power to form regulations 


sure of the people in the distribution of their sov- | with other nations, relative to the residence of Con- 
ereign power ; no criterion for distinguishing them | suls, the subjects of contraband of war, of prize 
can be assumed that is perfectly correct ; the fact ; and recaptures; he may make stipulations with 
of their possession by the General Government | any foreign nation for the reciprocal reception 





can only be ascertained by resorting to the Con- 
stitution itself, and by a fair construction of its 
meaning and intention. 

The acts of Congress occasionally passed, sub 
silentio, making appropriations for opening roads 
in the new States and Territories, prove nothing. 
They proceeded on the ground of ownership by 
the United States, and with a view to the sale 
and settlement of the public lands. 
involve the question relative to power over internal 
improvements, and are referrible to the power ex- 
pressly granted to Congress over the public terri- 
tory. 


The petitions on your table praying for appro- | 


priations to aid internal improvements in certain 


sections of country, prove nothing but the wish of 


interested individuals to have access to the public 
treasury, to accomplish improvements for their 
own benefit, or for the benefit of the section of 
country where they live—a partial and local ben- 


efit, at the expense of the people of the United | 


States. 
From these views of the subject, we may con- 
clude that no general power over the subject of 


internal improvements is derivable from the enu- | 


merated powers of the General Government, nor 
does it result to it by virtue of any supremacy 
arising from its general powers. 


The next inquiry is—Is this power incidental to | 


the enumerated powers of Congress? The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania contends that the power 
to make canals is incident to the power of Con- 
gress over commerce, and that the power to make 
roads is derivable from the respective clauses rela- 
tive to the Army and to the Post Office. 

By the second clause of the eighth section of 
the first article of the Constitution, Congress have 
power “to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
tions, among the several States, and with the In- 
dian tribes.” 

In my apprehension, no part of the Constitution 
has been more misconstrued than this. By no rule 
of construction can the inference which is drawn 
from it be supported. Commerce is nothing more 
or less than buying and selling. The right of prop- 


They do not | 


‘and protection of the vessels of the two countries 


‘into the ports of each other; and he may stipulate | 7 


for the mutual exchange of goods, on the term: 
permitted to the most favored nation ; and this is 
| the limit of his authority, on the subject of foreign 
commerce. Congress have the exclusive power of 
prescribing those terms. This is effected by the 
imposition of duties on foreign goods ; they have 
no power over their exports—no power without 
the limits of the United States, except over their 
own vessels upon the ocean ; but their power over 
imports is unlimited, and uncontrollable by the 
treaty-making power. 

The whole power of Congress over foreign cow: 
merce is exhausted by the tariff, and extends uo 
further, except to such incidental provisions as are 
necessary to the safe entrance into our harbors, 
and safe landing of the goods, with the means of 

ascertaining their value, weight, and quantity, i 
‘order to estimate the duties to which they are 
subject. 

The sole object of the power of Congress over 
foreign commerce is revenue ; and this is collected 
in the ports of entry, and has no connexion with 
any subject of internal improvement. The power 
,to make canals is clearly no more derivable from 
| it, than the power to regulate marriages or appret- 
ticeships. 

By the same clause, Congress have power “\ 
| regulate commerce among the several States.” 
| Thegentleman from Pennsylvania supposes tha! 
| this clause gives Congress power over the internal 
itrade of the several States, and of the United 
| States, and involves the power of constructing 
canals as auxiliary to it. 

A careful examination, if I mistake not, wil! 
lead to an opposite conclusion. 

The internal trade of a State consists in the 
operations of buying and selling the productions 0! 
the agriculture, arts, and manufactures of th 
country ; it is free from any control of any powe! 
exercised by Congress, and subject only to the 
municipal laws of the State. 

Every State, by its supremacy over its own t¢l- 


ritory, and the obligations imposed by a proper rt- 
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rd to its own preservation and prosperity, must | united purpose of internal order and external secu- 
regulate its own internal commerce. The power | rity—the improvement and protection of society. 
of a free State over its internal trade, extends to | The use of the ports and harbors of the States b 
the prohibition of unlawful, immoral, and impoli- | the General Government, does not interfere with 
tic contracts, and to regulations for multiplying | the territorial rights of the States, any more than 
the facilities of trade, and for the improvement of | the march or encampment of an army on the soil 
the value and increase of the quantity of domes- | does. 
tic produce and manufactures. The case resembles, in some measure, a right of 
very State in the Union exercised this power | way over another man’s ground: the exercise of 
under the Confederation, and every State now | such right does not affect the title in any other re- 
composing the Union exercises the same power. | spect, nor interrupt the owner in the use of the 
They prohibit the introduction of slaves, and of | land. It is not a case of concurrent power, in 
lottery tickets; they prohibit the recovery of gam- | which the General and State Governments have 


' tenth section of the first article of the Constitu- 


, State cognizance. 


bling debts, and the enforcement of usurious con- | 
tracts ; they regulate bank paper, bills of exchange, 
and auction sales ; they grant bounties ; impose in- | 
spections, to ascertain and improve the quality of 
exports; they encourage the introduction of valu- 
able improvements, by exclusive privileges, and 
expensive establishments, by incorporations; and | 
improve the means of intercourse, and the facili- | 
ties of trade, by multiplying their roads, bridges, 
and canals. These constitute the chief employ- 
ment of their Legislatures, and are the subjects of 
most of their laws. 

_ The United States have never claimed any par- 
ticipation in the exercise of these powers; and the 


tion expressly recognises the power of the States 
to regulate the quality of their exports; this con- 
trols and regulates every article of exportation, and 
is a recognition of the whole power over internal | 
trade. 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania alleges 
that the United States use the waters of the sev- 
eral States; and from that fact, deduces an infer- 
ence in favor of the power of the United States | 
over the internal trade of the States, and over the 
means necessary to improve it. The power over 
our foreign relations, a navy, and imports, in- 
volves a right to use the ports and harbors of the 
several States, so far as is necessary to effect any | 
authorized end to those powers. But the exercise | 
of these, or of any other peculiar power of the | 
General Government, within the several States, | 
involves no authority over the peculiar subjects of 
( The appropriation of the soil, | 
the means of intercourse, and the regulations of | 
police, are essential to the internal order, improve- | 





ment, and prosperity of every society, if not to its 
existence, and belong exclusively to the States. 
The jurisdiction of the States extend to the wa- | 
ters as well as to the land within their limits. The 
provision in the eighth section of the first article 
of the Constitution, rendering a cession by the 
States necessary, to invest the General Govern- 
ment with jurisdiction over territory within the 
States, proves the reservation of the territorial 
rights of the States; and the respect paid to their 
quarantine regulations, by the collection law of 
the United States, vol. 3, p. 127, is a recognition 
of their jurisdiction over their waters. The ob- 
jects of the General and State Governments are 
distinct; but the laws relating to these different 
objects are not opposed to each other; on the con- 
trary, they form together one entire system for the 


7. 


co-equal authority over the same subject as over 
all subjects of taxation, other than imports. The 
territory of a State is the common theatre for the 
exhibition of the powers of both Governments; 
they are tenants in common in the use of it, for 
the purpose of effecting the peculiar objects of their 
several and respective powers; but the theatre it- 
self is the property of the State, and it is both the 
province and duty of the State to order, repair, 
and improve it. 

The different depositories of their sovereign 
power were adopted by the people to secure them 
from the danger of a single Government; this fact 
forbids the admission of any exercise of authority 
that would disturb the distribution—such a con- 
struction would destroy the relative proportions of 
the General and State Governments, defeat the in- 
tention of the people, confound the powers of the 
two Governments, and subject the whole to the 
control of the General Government; except, there- 
fore, the use of the waters of the States, by the 
United States, for the purpose of defence, protec- 


‘tion, and revenue, the jurisdiction of the States 


over them is entire and exclusive. 
The States have, at all times, exercised a sov- 


|ereign power over the waters within their limits ; 


they regulate the use of them; they make their 
rivers highways; they improve the navigation of 
them, and punish those who obstruct them ; they 
establish ferries and erect bridges over them; and 
grant exclusive rights in them, for limited periods, 
as a reward for new and improved modes of nav- 
igating them. 

It has been insinuated, that an exclusive grant 
of navigation would interfere with the powers of 
the General Government, in case it should operate 
to exclude vessels having a coasting license from 


| the waters of a State. 


It is not admitted that there weuld be any such 
interference ; the revenue laws exempt the masters 
or owners of coasting vessels under fifty tons, and 
not employed in carrying foreign goods, from en- 
tering and clearing for one year, on their paying 
tonnage, and giving bond not to defraud the 
revenue. 

They are required to take a license to evince 
their compliance with the law, the want of which 
subjects them to foreign tonnage; the coasting 
license is, therefore, merely an evidence of the title 
of the vessel to the privileges of a vessel of the 
United States ; it gives no new authority ; it con- 
fers no privileges but exemption from seizure and 
foreign duty, secures no indemnity for contempt 
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of State laws; and an exclusion from participa- 
ting in the privileges of a a involves no 
conflict with the authority of the United States. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania contends 
that this clause also authorizes Congress to regu- 
late the internal trade of the United States. 

The variety of climate, and the diversity of in- 
dustry in the different States, unite the different 
sections of the Union, by the ties of mutual inter- 
est, and produce a constant interchange of com- 
modities Soames them. The merchants of New 
York exchange their flour with the merchants of 
Savannah, for the cotton of Georgia; but no du- 
ties can be imposed on the exportation of the one, 
or the importation of the other ; Congress have no 

wer on the subject, can make no regulations, 
Ronee no regulations are required or permitted ; 
but the gentleman supposes that the relinquish- 
ment of the power by the States, of regulating 
commerce with each other by treaty, gives that 

power to Congress; a reference to the condition 
of the States, before and since the adoption of 
the Constitution, will evince the error of this 
opinion. 

Under the Confederation, Congress had no 
power over commerce ; that belonged exclusively 
to the States; they exercised the same power over 
imports that Congress now do; the States were, 
in this respect, foreign to each other, and to se- 
cure an equitable exercise of this power, they re- 
tained the power of making treaties with each 
other, subject to the consent of Congress; but 
when, on the adoption of the Constitution, it was 
agreed to grant to Congress the whole power over 
foreign commerce, and it was stipulated that all 
imposts should be uniform throughout the United 
States, and duties on exports were prohibited, the 
citizens of the different States became, with re- 
gard to foreign commerce and commerce among 
the several States, one people, not differing in this 
respect from the citizens of a single government; 
the necessity of treaties, therefore, to regulate their 
commercial intercourse, was superseded by the 
provisions of the Constitution ; the power became 
useless, and was, therefore, relinquished. 

The object of this clause of the Constitution is 
merely to aid the execution of the revenue laws 
to give effect to the powers of Congress over im- 
ports ; the duties are paid at the ports of entry, and 
then circulate freely throughout the United States. 
To guard the revenue from invasion, it is neces- 
sary that some evidence should accompany the 
goods in their transportation to the ports of deliv- 
ery, to show that the duties are paid, and in case 
of evasion to enable the revenue officers to seize 
them ; for this purpose, manifests and permits are 
granted, on the production of which, the goods 
are landed, sold, and distributed without interrup- 
tion or inquiry; this construction preserves the 

powers of the two governments in harmonious 
concord, and gives efficacy to both; this clause of 
the Constitution, therefore, furnishes no ground 
for any claim to a power by the General Govern- 
ment over the internal trade of a State or of the 


United States, or to any power subsidiary or in- 
cidental to it. 
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The gentleman from Pennsylvania derives the 
power of Congress to make roads, from the gen. 
eral powers of Congress in the same section “ to 
establish post offices and post roads,” and “ty 
raise and support armies.” 

It was evidently intended that the roads of the 

| States should be used for every purpose, for which 
roads should be wanted, by the United States ; hy 
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in case it should become necessary to establish a | | 
correspondence between two military stations, or | 7 


other public places, or to transport an army, bag. 


gage, or cannon, in the prosecution of a military | _ 


enterprise, where there was no road, the power to 
open one in such cases would result to the Goy. 
ernment, as necessary to the execution of these 
powers; but this is an exception to the general 
power of the States over the subject of roads, and 
furnishes no precedent for any other roads, or in 
any other cases, much less for the exercise of a 
general power on the subject of internal improve. 
rents. 

From every view of the subject, the conclusion 
results that Congress have no general power, either 
by express grant, or necessary implication, over the 
subject of internal improvements; but that the 
power is exclusively vested in the State gover- 
ments, subject only to such occasional and tran- 
sient exercises of particular acts by the General 
Government, as may become necessary in the 
execution of its legitimate authority 

But, sir, suppose there was no Constitutional 
objection in the way of the measure now proposed 
—-in my judgment it would be inexpedient to 
adopt it; the only plan that could be adopted 
without offence, weak be to make appropriations 
for this purpose among the States, in proportion 
to their population, which would only be return- 
ing to the people the money which they had con- 
tributed to the public Treasury, and which they 
might have expended on the subject of internal 
improvements, without the expense and delay of 
so circuitous a circulation. 

Sir, it is in vain to expect any general appro- 
priations; your revenues are inadequate to the 
object; if any appropriations are made, they will 
be local and partial; this will excite jealousy and 
distrust among the States; will engender local 
prejudices, and impair the public confidence in 
the General Government ; it would, indeed, be the 
apple of discord, which might, in its eventual pro- 
gress, produce more mischief than the conflagra- 
tion of Troy. 

_ Sir, I have discharged my duty—my argument 
is with the House. 

When Mr. Woop had concluded— . 

Mr. Farrevty, of Pennsylvania, delivered his 
sentiments in favor of the bill. When, on motion 
of Mr. A. Smytu, of Virginia, the bill was again 
laid on the table for the present. 





Tuespay, January 28. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 4 
Committee of the freehold inhabitants of the County 
of Wayne, in the Territory of Michigan, expressive 
of an opinion, adverse to any change in the form 
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of government of said Territory ; which letter was 


} committed to the Committee of the whole House 


on the state of the Union to which is committed 
the bill to amend the ordinance and acts of Con- 
gress for the government of the Territory of Mich- 
igap, and for other purposes. 

The SreakKER also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Governor of the State of Maryland, 
enclosing, in obedience to a resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Maryland, a copy of the report 
of the Commissioners appointed by the Executives 
of Maryland and Virginia to survey the river Po- 
tomac; which letter and report were referred to 
the Committee of the Whole to which is commit- 
ted the report of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, of the last session, upon the subject of 
the navigation of said river. 

Mr. HempuiLt (by leave of the House) presented 
a memorial of the President and Directors of the 
Bank of the United States, on the part of the 
stockholders of the said bank, stating certain 
grievances under which they labor, arising from 
defects and omissions in the act for their own in- 
corporation ; which memorial was referred to the 
committee appointed on the 20th instant, on the 
memorial of sundry banks of Charleston, in the 
State of South Carolina. 

Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year 1823 ; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr, WaLworrn, the Committee 
on Military Affairs were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of Mr. Cannon’s resolution, 
directing them to inquire whether the Military 
Academy or occasional encampments of the mili- 
tia would tend to preserve more effectually mili- 
tary knowledge among the latter; and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Militia, of which 
Mr. Cannon is chairman. 

The House took up the resolution yesterday 
submitted by Mr. Rankin, calling for information 
respecting the execution of the Choctaw Treaty, 
and agreed thereto. 

Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Navy of the United States, for 
the year 1823; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the 
relief of William N. Earle; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, viz: “An act to authorize the purchase of 
a number of copies of the sixth volume of the 
Laws of the United States ;” “An act for the relief 
of Ebenezer Stevens, and others; “An act for 
the relief of Samuel Walker, and others ;” “An 
act for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Wilcox ;” 
“An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James McClung, deceased ;” “An act for the 





relief of Samuel F. Hooker ;”—in which bills they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Watworts, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, who were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing to officers of the Army 
a salary, or stated sum of money per year, instead 
of pay and emoluments, as now allowed by law, 
made a report adverse to the proposed change; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Cocke then gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, move for leave to introduce a bill 
to allow officers of the Army a salary or stated 
sum of money per year, instead of pay and emol- 
uments as now allowed by law. 


INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 


Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, delivered the following report: 

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the petitions of William Wilson, Andrew 
Lacy, Amos Robertson, Conelesky, John McNary, and 
Joseph Elliot, formerly of the Cherokee nation of In- 
dians, but now within the State of Alabama, praying 
that certain reservations of land, made by treaty to 
them for life, and in fee simple to their heirs, be vested 
in the present possessors, in fee simple, report: Here- 
tofore humanity has in vain extended her hand to 
rescue from annihilation whole nations, aborigines of 
this country. As we have increased, they have dimin- 
ished; and, while they have disregarded or avoided 
our arts of civilization, they have seized our vices with 
avidity, by which they have wasted away, until the 
very names of nations, once powerful, are now scarcely 
recollected or known. While thus gradually disap- 
pearing, they have, at all times, since the discovery of 
this country, been abundantly supplied with missiona- 
ries, zealous in the work of humanity and religion, 
who have constantly presented the most flattering pic- 
tures of their success in civilizing and christianizing 
them. A single question, the answer to which every 
one is prepared to make, presents a most melancholy 
commentary on these reports of success. Where have 
been, where are these subjects, trophies of your victo- 
ries over ignorance, cruelty, superstition, and barba- 
rism? Experience has long since proclaimed, in lan- 
guage too strong to be disregarded, the almost total 
inefficiency of the measures heretofore adopted, for 
the civilization of Indians, and most strongly indicated 
the necessity of adopting a different policy. Reason 
unites with experience on this subject. If the wilder- 
ness converts to savages our own people, in defiance 
of early habits, and their having been reared and edu- 
cated in the bosom of civilized society, can we expect, 
in such a place, to change the man, by nature, educa- 
tion, and habit, a savage? Mere occupancy, without 
the power of disposing of it, is too slender a hold on 
property to render its acquisition desirable. Custom, 
the established common law of some Indian nations, 
deprives the parent of the power of transmitting to his 
own offspring, when he is torn from them by death, 
any property, real or personal, he owned while living. 
Such things necessarily paralyze the arm of industry. 
The example one individual presents to another in 
society, and an honorable competition in the accumu- 
mulation of property, is also a powerful stimulus to 

|industry. This stimulus can never be felt in the bo- 
som of the savage, who has no example of industry to 
imitate, no competition in the pursuit of wealth, no 


relief of Samuel Hodgdon ;” and “An act for the | paternal feelings to gratify, in providing a competency 
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for his children ; but whose habitation is the wilder- 
ness, and his farm the chase. The only instances 
among Indians of a desire to acccumulate property, 
and to progress in civilization, are found connected 
with ideas of separate property, received from our peo- 
ple, who have settled among them, and formed matri- 
monial connexions with them. The commissioners 
who formed the treaties by which these reservations 
were made, appear to have viewed the impossibility of 
civilizing Indians, while permitted to roam through an 
extensive wilderness, without any of the inducements 
to industry, which spring from separate property, as 
demonstrated by experience ; and intending to stimu- 
late them to industry, by the example of our own 
citizens, and the security of their property ; to teach 
them the arts of civilization, and preserve them from 
that destruction which has attended other nations, 
made these reservations for the benefit of the Indian. 
To those attached to his manner of living, and to the 
Indian himself, the condition that he shall forfeit his 
land if he abandons it, is disagreeable ; but the incon- 
venience will be much less to their children, educated 
with different habits, than to the original possessor. 
But, if permitted to alien these estates, is it not highly 
probable that both would return and sink into the 
savage state? Your Committee are not prepared to 
say, until it is at least tested by experience, that this 
new course of policy, adopted by the commissioners 
making these reservations, is founded in error; but, 
on the contrary, we believe that a correspondent policy, 
adopted by the States interested, would lead to an 
early extinguishment of the community of Indian title, 
and more effectually lead to their civilization, than any 
measures which could be adopted. Nor are we pre- 
pared, at this time, to say that it is within the scope 
of the powers of Congress, to enlarge the life estate of 
the present possessor, so as to defeat the fee simple 
right already vested in the heirs. 

From a careful examination of this subject, the Com- 
mittee have agreed to recommend to the House the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to with- 
draw their several petitions and accompanying docu- 
ments. ° 


The report lies on the table. 


THE CASE OF JUDGE TAIT. 


Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
letter and accompanying documents of Edwin 
Lewis, containing charges against the official 
conduct of Judge Tait, a district judge of the 
United States for the State of Alabama, made a 
report exonerating the said judge; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The report is as follows: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred the letter and documents of Edwin Lewis, con- 
taining charges against the official conduct of Judge 
Tait, a district judge of the United States for the State 
of Alabama, have had the same under consideration, 
and report : 

That, as far as it is their duty to inquire, they find no 
irregular or illegal proceedings, and that they do not 
form any ground of accusation before this House. 

The two first and principal charges upon which the 
petitioner relies in sustaining his application, con- 
sist in: 


a 


the rules, and shrink from the danger. 
quire proof of some strong and violent cause to prevail 
over the mind, to violate truth, duty, and conscience. 





Ist. Refusing to permit Edwin Lewis to practice jy 
his court as an attorney at law. 

2d. In using insulting language and gestures, 0 
the bench, towards said Lewis, on his offering ty 
qualify. 

It appears that the petitioner did not present him. 
self before the court in the usual form, with the ey). 
dence of his qualification, and the testimonials of his 
character—but unceremoniously offered himself to the 
Clerk, who was in the act of administering the oath 
without any authorization, or even notification to the 
Judge. This departure from ordinary usage, and this 
want of respectful attention, was construed, perhaps, 
into an act of rudeness, and might have been represse; 
with language deemed offensive. But, with regarj 
to the second charge, it does not appear by the petitioy 
what language was used, or gestures employed ; no; 
is there any evidence of the fact; and there is, more. 
over, the negative to be inferred from the certificate o/ 
the Clerk, in his silence on this point. It appears that 
the Judge refused to allow him to qualify, stating 
‘‘that he had that within his own breast, which would 
exclude him;” and this constitutes the injury of 
which he complains. 

The District Judge makes all rules for the govern. 
ment of the court, which includes regulations for the 
admission of attorneys and counsellors to the bar. 
These rules become the law of the court, and are ad. 
ministered as all other laws, on the integrity and 
sound legal discretion of the judge. Admission to the 
bar is not a natural right, but a right to be acquired 
under the rules and usages of the courts. These re- 
quire the party to claim his right, upon showing legal 
and moral qualifications to the satisfaction of the court; 
and, upon this showing, it is the duty of the judge to 
exercise his best judgment, conscientiously, but freely. 
The dignity of the tribunals, the purity of the bar, the 
rights of the people, and the transaction of business, 
requires this to be done firmly and fearlessly—respon- 
sible only to the country for the integrity of his mind, 
not the errors of his judgment. 

In this case, it is alleged, that the Judge has evidence 
within his own breast, which ought to exclude him. 
If this fact is true, it is clear he should be rejected. 
That is, if a fact exists, which would render him unit 
and unworthy, he ought not to be admitted. The 
culpability of the Judge must, therefore, depend upon 
the falsity of the statement—that falsity cannot from 
its nature be proven or inferred. There is not, in this 
case, any evidence of ill-will, hatred, prejudice, or pas- 
sion, or any allegation of impure motive, which is not 
derived from this event. He has performed this duty, 
as all others, before the bar, who neither want inde- 
pendence or professional sympathy, and in the pres- 
ence of the people, who would frown indignantly upon 
an act of injustice or oppression. To these, must 
be added, the presumptions arising from professional 
character, official dignity, and religious sanctions. 


The Judge, moreover, in these personal cases, takes 
upon himself an undue responsibility ; he encounters 
public opinion, he exposes himself to the wicked as- 
persions and bitter persecution of every disappointed, 
and unworthy candidate. The fear of denunciation, 
and the dread of public scrutiny, of which this case 
furnishes an example, is no small inducement to relax 
It would re- 


We see no reason to impeach the purity of the motive 
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or doubt the truth of the fact. The personal know, 
ledge of the Judge, is the highest evidence to him, 
and, having that evidence, he would have betrayed his 
sacred trust to have admitted him to the bar. 


We are of opinion, that the law has imposed on the 
courts the necessity of exercising a legal and salutary 
discretion; and that they must be relied on, to per- 
form it faithfully. We do not admit that the Judge 
may exclude by his arbitrary will, and his mere voli- 
tion; he must exclude under the rules and the evi- 


' dence before him. When in the discharge of his duty, 


he alleges a fact to exist, sufficient to disqualify, he 
does this under the oath of office, and must be believed. 
It would imply an absurdity, to give him power to ad- 
mit, upon satisfactory evidence, and not the right to 
exclude, upon his own personal knowledge. We are 
not satisfied with the propriety of locking up this 
secret and personal knowledge in the breast of the 
Judge. If required, it was due to the party to state the 
fact, and the evidence on which it rested. But in this 
case, it does not appear that he was requested to dis- 
close the grounds of his objection; and his not having 
done so, may have arisen from motives of delicacy to 
the party. 

This is a novel case, and such as may not again 
occur. ‘The law invests the courts with the power of 
admission, rejection, and dismission of attorneys ; and, 
even when the qualifications are prescribed by law, 
they are invested with the power to decide on those 
qualifications: the right to admit implies the right to 
reject; and the power of dismission is a much larger 
exercise of authority, more dangerous to the liberty of 
the citizen, but indispensable to preserve the purity of 
the bar. The exercise of this jurisdiction in all the 
States, fora great number of years, has fully tested 
the principle; instances of injustice or oppression have 
been rare; and it is believed the responsibility under 
which it is exercised, has had a contrary tendency— 
to relax the rule, and to lower the standard of morals 
and merit in the bar. In this case we cannot deny 
the Judge the power of admission—we cannot impeach 
his integrity—we cannot say he has done wrong. 
The Judiciary is a co-ordinate branch of the Govern- 
ment, acting under the same obligations, and amena- 
ble to us only for corruption, misfeasance, and mal- 
practice—we do not find either in this case. It is 
true that such a pretence might be seized on, by an 
artful and wicked judge, for the purpose of oppression. 
But it is not to be believed without evidence. It may 
become an inquiry, how far an important right and a 
lucrative profession should be left to the will or the 
discretion of any individual, or how far it is proper to 
expose the judges to a duty so personal and delicate, 
and to a liability so serious. 

The petitioner has gone into extensive details of 
judicial conduct ; and his other charges relate to or- 
ders, decrees, and judgments, rendered in court. 


Your committee have not inquired into the regu- 
larity or legality of the proceedings. We are not the 
tribunal of appeal—we had no means of making the 
inquiry if we had been competent. There is nothing 
to show that there is even error in them, and, upon 
the face of the charges and the records, there is no ap- 
parent irregularity or suspicion of corruption. The 
various questions, with regard to jurisdiction, owner- 
ship, capture, condemnation, and possession, will, in 
due time, be brought before the Supreme Court, the 
only competent authority to decide those questions. 

The principal charge relates to the capture of 


eighty-four slaves, in which two different captors and 
the owners of the property are contending. The court 
has rendered judgment; an appeal has been taken, 
and will, in due time, be tried. The parties know 
their rights and will pursue their remedies in the usnal 
way. It is stated that the State of Alabama interposed 
her right to the possession of the slaves, under the 
laws of that State, pending the trial of the cause, and 
that the Judge refused to deliver them up. Your com- 
mittee have no kuowledge of the law, under which 
the possession was claimed, nor of the rights of the 
State, nor the ground of refusal. There is a legal 
remedy, we presume, for cases of this kind. But, if 
an application to this House could be proper, it would 
come with great propriety from the Governor or Rep- 
resentatives of that State. 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Edwin Lewis have leave to with- 
draw his letter and documents. 

The report was laid on the table. 


THE BEAUMARCHAIS CLAIM. 


Mr. AnpreEw Stevenson, from the committee 
to whom was referred the claim of the heir and 
representative of the late Caron de Beaumar- 
chais, made a report, accompanied by a bill rela- 
tive to the heirs of Pierre Augustin Caron de 
Beaumarchais. Mr. S. made the usual motion to 
refer the bill to a Committee of the Whole, and 
make it the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, that the claim referred 
to in this bill was one of much importance, and 
every favorable report of a committee, though it 
should not be acted upon by Congress, would have 
a tendency to strengthen the claim. It was due 
to the people and to the Government, therefore— 
and he now stated that he believed the claim to 
be an unfounded one—that it should be acted upon 
at the present session, that it might not pass over 
as an addition to the alleged proofs in favor of 
the claim. He suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia, with this view, the propriety of moving 
to refer the bill to a Committee of the whole 
House on the state of the Union, in order that it 
might be subject to be called up and acted upon, 


| that the report may not be used at the next ses- 


sion to make valid this claim, which Mr. C. said 
he firmly believed to be an unrighteous one. 

Mr. Stevenson said that, acting under the 
instructions of the committee, he did not feel him- 
self authorized to change the course which he had 
proposed in regard to the bill. It was, however, 
the earnest wish of the applicants in this case, 
and it was his own wish, that the subject should 
be investigated at the present session. In relation 
to what had fallen from the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. CaAmMBRELENG,) who was one of the 
select committee on the subject, an opportunity 
would be afforded to him, at the proper time, of 
expressing his views of the subject. That gen- 
tleman, it was true, had opposed the bill, but a 
majority of the committee were in favor of it: 
and, when the subject was fairly before the House, 
he (Mr. S.) should have pleasure in meeting the 
gentleman in argument on the question, and sus- 
taining the report in favor of the claim. 
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Mr. Camsreenc said, he had no wish to give 
an unusual direction to the bill; and as he sup- 
posed that, from the interest of the subject, the 
committee would be able to get it considered by 
the House at any time, Mr. C. withdrew his oppo- 
sition to che course proposed to be given to it. 

Mr. Wriaut objected to the bill being made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. It is due, said 
he, to the importance of the subject, to the magni- 
tude of the claim, to our predecessors who have 
steadily resisted this claim, and to the character 
of the Government, that it should be maturely 
considered. He wished therefore that it should 
be made the order of the day for a more distant 
day than to-morrow. 

The Speaker suggested that the making it the 
order of the day for to-morrow was a mere nom- 
inal assignment of its place in the order of busi- 
ness—there being at least an hundred and fifty 
cases on the docket which would have preference 
over it. 

Mr. A. Smyvru, of Virginia, moved to refer the 
bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. It was proper, he said, that questions 
of national concern should take that course. This 
subject was of that nature, and more especially 
so, since the Government of France had urged it 
on the attention of the United States. 

The question was taken on Mr. Smyta’s mo- 
tion, and decided in the affirmative, by a major- 
ity of two or three votes. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee, to whom was referred the Message of 
the President of the United States in relation to 
the heirs of Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumar- 
chais, report : 


That this claim has been so frequently under the | jj, 
consideration of Congress, and so long the subject of | 


general interest and inquiry, that the committee deem 
it unnecessary to enter into a minute detail of all the 
facts and circumstances connected with it ; more espe- 
cially, as there have been several reports heretofore 
made by committees of this House, to whom the sub- 
ject was referred, to which your committee now beg 
leave to refer, and respectfully request that the same 
may be considered as forming a part of the present re- 
port. These detailed reports, with the documents 
which accompany them, it is believed, present such a 
view of the case as will enable the House to judge 
fairly of its merits; the committee will, therefore, con- 
tent themselves with presenting the general result of 
their investigation, rather than the reasoning and ar- 
guments by which that result has been obtained. 


The present application, on the part of Mrs. Euge- 
nia Beaumarchais Delarue, (the daughter of the late 
Caron de Beaumarchais,) is for the sum of one million 
of livres, (equal to $185,185 18,) besides interest, 
which is alleged has been improperly deducted from 
the account of her father against the United States, in 
the final settlement at the Treasury, in the year 1805. 
This settlement is admitted to be conclusive between 
the representative of Beaumarchais and this Govern- 
ment, except as to this million of livres, claimed by 
the United States as a credit against the admitted 
balance of Beaumarchais’ account. The right to dis- 
count this million is maintained, on the part of the 
United States, upon the ground that it was one of the 
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three millions of livres admitted (on the contract ep. 
tered into on the 25th of February, 1783, between the 


Count Vergennes and Doctor Franklin) to have been | 


gratuitously given, before the treaty of 1778, by the 


King of France to the American Government, as aij 


and subsidy ; that it was received by Beaumarchais oy 
the 10th day of June, 1776, for the use and benefit of 
the United States, and that he is bound to account fo; 
its application to the American Government, or stand 
chargeable with its amount. 

The committee are of opinion that two questions 
only arise in this case which are necessary at this time 
to be considered and decided ; the first is, whether the 
one million of livres admitted to have been received by 
Beaumarchais in June 1776, was one of the three mii. 
lions given by France to America, and mentioned jp 
the contrect of 1783; and, secondly, if so, whether jt 
was received by Beaumarchais, as the agent of the 
United States, and used by him in procuring the arms 
and supplies furnished to the United States, and 
charged in his account against them. 


As the amount of Beaumarchais’ account is admit. 
ted to be just, by the settlement at the Treasury, in 
1805, this Government must sustain, by proof, both 
the foregoing propositions before it can rightfully dis. 
count this million; and if they fail in making good 
the discount, it follows that the million is still due to 
the heirs of Beaumarchias, and ought to be paid. 

The first point is very clearly made out, in the 
opinion of the committee. They are satisfied that the 
million of livres paid to Beaumarchais on the 10th of 
June, 1776, was one of the three millions mentioned 
in the preamble to the contract of 1783, and that it 
was received by Beaumarchais from the King of 
France, to be used in some secret service connected 
with the interests of the United States, and to aid 
them in their contest with Great Britain. 


The testimony and circumstances in the case estab- 
h conclusively these facts; but, upon the second 
point, it is equally clear to your committee that the 
evidence does not warrant the opinion that it was used 
by Beaumarchais, under any obligation of accounting 
for it to us, or for the purpose of procuring the arms 
and supplies furnished by him to the United States, 
and charged in his account; on the contrary, they are 
satisfied that this million was paid by the French 
Monarch to Beaumarchais, as his confidential agent, 
for some secret political purpose, connected no doubt 
with the American cause, and intended to be applied 
secretly, and in such manner as he should direct ; that 
this was accordingly done, and in a short period of 
time after its receipt. 

That this million was not received by Beaumar- 
chais, as the agent of the United States, but as the 
secret confidential agent of the French Government, 
your committee cannot doubt ; that he was responsible 
only to his own Government, and not accountable to 
ours, they have as little doubt; nor can they see with 
what propriety or justice this act of confidence, on the 
part of Louis XVI, can or ought to be seized on by 
this Government, and made an act of ruin towards 
this generous and distinguished foreigner, or his orphan 
daughter. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that the 
American Government is not entitled to offset this 
million; that the evidence, both upon legal and equi- 
table principles, not only falls short in sustaining this 
right, but it is wholly insufficient to raise even a well 
founded presumption that it was used by Beaumar- 
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chais in any way to authorize this Government to 
debit him with the amount, or hold him responsible 
for its application. 

This opinion of your committee has not been hastily 
formed ; the interesting and important character of the 
claim, originating in transactions immediately con- 
nected with our Revolutionary struggle and indepen- 
dence, and attended with such peculiar circumstances, 
induced your committee to give it a patient and thor- 
ough investigation ; and they feel all that confidence 
in the result of their labors which the most diligent 
examination and impartial consideration can give. 

They therefore recommend that provision be made 
by law for the payment of one million of livres, with 
interest, to the daughter of Beaumarchais, and for that 
purpose they ask leave to report a bill. 


JOHN POLEREZSKY. 


On motion of Mr. Herrick, the House resum- 
ed the consideration of the report made at the last 
‘session, unfavorable to the petition of John Pole- 
rezsky. The report, and the petitioner’s papers, 
having again been read— 

Mr. Herrick moved to strike out from the res- 
olution annexed to the report of the Committee 
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way to so many other subjects, the House would 
not be surprised if the friends to the bill for the 
repair of the Cumberland road should to-morrow 
press its consideration on the House. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on Mr. Cocxe’s bill. 

Mr. Tay.Lor moved to amend the third section of 
the bill, by inserting at the end thereof the follow- 
ing words: “ That all other pensions hereafter to 
be allowed shall commence from the time of com- 
pleting the testimony.” 

On this proposition, the motives and object of 
which were explained at large by Mr Taytor, a 
debate arose, in which Messrs. Taytor, Cocks, 
Hosart, Reep, of Massachusetts, and Mautary, 
engaged. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, it 
was determined in the negative. 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House. 

Mr. Cannon then proposed to amend the bill, 
by adding thereto the following section by way of 
amendment: 

“And be it further enacted, That the officers, non- 


on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, the word | commissioned officers, and privates, soldiers of the 


“not,” so as to reverse the report. 


Revolutionary war, who shall have performed service 


This motion gave rise to a debate, in which | to the amount of nine months, in one or more tours 
Messrs. Herrick, MALLtary, Raea, Waricut, | of duty in militia service, shall also be placed on the 
Auten, of Massachusetts, Lirrte, Hiti, and pension roll of the United States, under the same 


Reep, of Maryland, engaged, in which a good 
deal of earnestness and feeling were displayed, in 
behalf of this individual, the peculiarity of whose 
case is, that he was a soldier, not in the Ameri- 
can army, but in the French auxiliary army. 


rules and regulations and restrictions, and shall be en- 
titled to the same bounty from the Government, that 
is or may be extended to those who served in the re- 
gular or continental army.” 


Mr. Cannon, in support of his amendment, 


Finally, the report was reversed, and the com- | made some observations ; this, Mr. C. observing, 


lief of the petitioner. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


» mittee was instructed to bring in a bill for the re- | not being the first time a similar proposition to 


amend this bill, had been made by him. He, 
however, felt himself bound, by considerations 
which he deemed important to the interest of the 


Mr. Cocke moved that the House resolve itself | country, not to make any discrimination in the 
into a Committee of the Whole on the bill con- | citizens of this nation; all, who embarked their 


_ cerning Revolutionary pensions. 


fortunes in their country’s defence, militia as well 


Mr. Trims_e wished to know what was the | as regulars, having borne an equal share of danger, 
pressing necessity for taking up this particular bill | fatigue, &c., incident to war. He called upon 


in preference to other bills on the table. 


gentlemen to show some good reason why the 


Mr. Cocke explained that this bill contemplates | militia of the country should not be entitled to 


providing for those persons whose applications to | the confidence and liberality of their country, and 
the War Department for Revolutionary pensions | why a discrimination was to be made in favor of 
were rejected in consequence of the largeness of | the regulars? Mr. C. urged further arguments to 
their property and who have since become poor | prove the propriety of this amendment. 

indeed. The bill proposes to authorize an exam-| Mr. Cocke conceived this proposition to bea 
ination into their claims agreeably to the rules | new principle, to which he was not disposed to ac- 
laid down by law, and to do away the effect of an | cede. He thought the gentleman offering the 
opinion of the Attorney General fesbiah Mr. C. | amendment had better propose it in the shape of 
contended was contrary to the actual laws) which | a distinct bill for the militia, &c. 

determines that, when a claim for a pension is| Mr. Ruea moved to amend the amendment, by 
once rejected, no circumstance will justify a re- | striking therefrom the words “nine months, in 
examination of it. He added, that a bill on the | one or more tours of duty in militia service,” and 
subject, precisely similar to this, passed this | insert in lieu thereof “ nine months, in the service 
House at the last session, by a large majority. | of the United States, in the Revolutionary war.” 


ne 4th of March is the day of semi-annual pay- 
ment of pensions, and, if the bill be not soon act- 
ed on, its effect will be postponed for six months 
longer. 

Mr. TrimBe waived his objection to taking up 


Mr. Cannon opposed this amendment. 

Mr. Wricur also spoke upon the question. 

Mr. Ruea then modified his amendment, by 
substituting three instead of nine months, and 
again explained his motives for so doing. He 


this bill; observing, however, that, after giving | spoke at some length on the signal services render- 
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ed by the militia in the war of the Revolution, 
citing instances, and contended for the adoption 
of his amendment. 

Mr. Harvin and Mr. Keyes respectively spoke 
on the subject, both opposed to the amendments. 

After Mr. Cannon had again spoke in support 
of his amendment, and repeated his desire to in- 
corporate the militia in the bill, that the benefits 
of the Government might also reach them— _ 

Mr. Reep, of Maryland, said he wished to give 
a history of the services of the militia of those 
times to which the amendment and bill referred ; 
but, it being now late, he could not think of troub- 
ling the House to hear it. . 

‘To give Mr. Reep an opportunity to deliver his 
sentiments, Mr. Cocke moved thatthe House now 
adjourn. 

This motion was negatived. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the amendment, and was determined in the neg- 
ative. 

The question occurred on the adoption of the 
original amendment ; which was also lost. 

Mr. Taytor then rose to renew the amend- 
ment which he had offered in Committee of the 
Whole, feeling it to be his duty so to do, and con- 
sidering that the interests of the country demand- 
ed it, &c. He entered more fully into the nature 


and operation of the renewed amendment, and ex- | 


lained the motives which actuated him to press 
it upon the consideration of the House again. 


Mr. Haroin, after some remarks, renewed the | 


motion for adjournment; which was agreed to. 
The House adjourned at half-past 4. 





Wepnespay, January 29. 


Another member, to wit, from South Carolina, 
Joex R. Poinserr, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill granting to the Corpora- 


tion of the city of Mobile, in the State of Alabama, | 


certain lots of ground in the said city ; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill sup- 


plementary to the act, entitled “ An aet to amend | 


the judicial system of the United States ;” which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Kenrr, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, made a report on the petition of 
Catharine Hayre, for a divorce ; which was read, 
and the resolution therein submitted was concur- 


red in by the House, that the prayer of the peti- 


tioner ought not to be granted. 

Mr. F. Jounson, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made a report on the 
petition of John Burgin, accompanied by a bill to 
authorize his discharge from imprisonment; which 
bill was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the report of the Committee of Claims on the pe- 
tition of Charles M. Collyer; whereupon, it was 
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ordered that the report and petition be recommi,. 








‘testimony this day adduced. 





| was referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, 


On motion of Mr. Lirrie, the Committee oy 
Revolutionary Pensions were instructed to jp. 
quire into the ex 








during the Revolutionary war, on the roll of pep. 
| sloners. 
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ted to the Committee of Claims, with addition) | 


The Committee of Ways and Means were djs. | 
charged from the further consideration of the pe. | 
tition of the assignees of Michael Baer; and |, 


diency of placing Peter [, | 
Cleer, a soldier of the French army, who serve) | 


2 eRe RRR eR 


| Mr. Ruceies submitted the following resoly. | 
| tion, which was read, and laid on the table one 


| day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 

| be requested to lay before this House such informa. 
tion, not heretofore communicated to Congress, as he 

| may possess, in relation to the progress made by the 


British provinces described in the said articles; and 


returned by the commissioners; whether they have 
had any meetings within the last year; and how 
| much, and what part of said line, has been settled and 
established, or surveyed since the first day of January, 
1822; and within what time the duties of the said 
| commissions may probably be completed : 
| And that the President be further requested to in- 
form this House, whether any, and what, measures 
, have been taken under the fourth article of the treaty 
with Spain, of the 22d February, 1819, for fixing the 
| boundary line described in the third article of the !ast 
_mentioned treaty ; and whether any part of the sail 
| line has been fixed and designated. 
| On motion of Mr. Sreriine, of New York, the 
| report of the Secretary of War on the subject of 
| the military road leading from Plattsburg to Sack- 


| ett’s Harbor, was referred to the Committee o! 





| Ways and Means, with instructions to inquire 
| into the expediency of making an appropriation 
| for the completion of said road. 
' On motion of Mr. Larurop, the Committee on 
| Revisal and Unfinished Business were directed to 
| consider the expediency of continuing in force for 
a further time, an act, passed 4th February, 1822, 
entitled “ An act reviving and extending the time 
| allowed for the redemption of land sold for direct 
| taxes In certain cases.” 
| The Committee on Commerce were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition o! 
the syndics of the creditors of George T’. Phillips, 
and the petition was referred to the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury. 

The Speaker communicated to the House 4 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury trans- 
mitting a statement of payments made at the 
| Treasury for the discharge of miscellaneous claims, 
not otherwise ene for during the year 1822; 
a statement of contracts and purchases made by 
collectors for the revenue service during the yeat 
1821; a statement of contracts made relative to 








the oil, lighthouses, beacons, buoys, stakeages, 


&ec.; a statement of expenditures, on account 0! 


whether any map of said boundary has been made ani | 


~ 


commissioners under the sixth and seventh articles oj _ 
| the Treaty of Ghent, in ascertaining and establishing | 
the boundary line between the United States and the | 
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sick and disabled seamen, for the year 1821 ; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

The following bills received from the Senate 
were severally read twice, and committed: A bill 
for the relief of Samuel F. Hooker ; a bill for the 
relief of Samuel Hodgdon ; a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of James McClung, de- 
ceased ; a bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Wilcox; a bill for the relief of Samuel Walker, 
and others; a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Ebenezer Stephens; and a bill to authorize the 
purchase of a number of copies of the 6th volume 
of the Laws of the United States. 

Mr. Cuamsers, of Ohio, submitted for consider- | 
ation the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, for the remainder of the present ses- 
sion, the regular hour for the meeting of this House 
shall be eleven o’clock, A. M. 


The question on agreeing to this resolve was | 
determined in the affirmative, 63 to 62. 
So the House hereafter meets at 11 o’clock. | 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. A. Smytua, of Virginia, then moved to re- 
sume the consideration of the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause to be pro- 
cured surveys and estimates for certain roads and 
canals. 

Mr. Cocke wished to make a remark upon this 
motion, if in order. 

The Speaker informed him that questions of 
priority of business are not debateable. 

Mr. Cocke then asked if it would be in order 
to require the yeas and nays on the question? 
Being answered in the affirmative, he required 
the yeas and nays to be taken, and they were 
ordered accordingly. 

The following was the result of the vote by 
yeas and nays: For taking up the bill, 42; against 
it, 111, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Allen of Tennessee, Barstow, Bayly, 
Blackledge, Breckenridge, Campbell of Ohio, Cham- 
bers, Colden, Conkling, Cuthbert, Durfee, Eddy, Ed- 
wards of Pennsylvania, Gebhard, Hamilton, Hemp- 
hill, Hubbard, Jackson, Little, McKim, Matlack, Mer- 
cer, Moore of Alabama, Neale, Nelson of Maryland, 
Newton, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Rankin, Roches- 
ter, Rogers, Saunders, Scott, Arthur Smith, Alexander 
Smyth, W. Smith, J. Stephenson, Stewart, Swan, 
Tattnall, Trimble, Udree, and Whipple—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer, Ball, Barber of Connecticut, Bar- 
ber of Ohio, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Borland, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burrows, Butler, Cambreleng, 
Campbell of New York, Cannon, Cassedy, Cocke, 
Conner, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Dane, Darlington, 
Dwight, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of North 
Carolina, Findlay, Floyd, Forrest, Fuller, Garnett, 
Gilmer, Gist, Gorham, Gross, Hardin, Harris, Harvey, 
Hawks, Herrick, Hill, Hobart, Hooks, Ingham, F. 
Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, Jones of 
Virginia, Keyes, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litch- 
field, McCarty, McCoy, McLane, McNeill, McSherry, 
Mallary, Matson, Mattocks, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Penn- 
sylvania, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Patterson 
of New York, Phiilips, Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of 
New Hampshire, Plumer of Pennsylvania, Reed of 





Massachusetts, Reed of Maryland, Reid of Georgia, 


Rhea, Rich, Ross, Ruggles, Russ, Russell, Sergeant, 
Sloane, J. S. Smith, Spencer, Sterling of Connecti- 
cut, A. Stevenson, Stoddard, ‘Taylor, Thompson, Tod, 
Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker of South Carolina, Up- 
ham, Vance, Van Rensselaer, Walker, Walworth, 
White, Williams of Virginia, Williams of North Ca- 
rolina, Williamson, Wilson, Wood, Woodcock, Wood- 
son and Wright—111. 
So the House refused to take up the bill. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The unfinished business of yesterday (the bill 
to amend the Revolutionary Pension Act) being 
announced— 

Mr. Top moved that the House do in prefer- 
ence resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the bill for the more effectual protection of 
manufactures, (new tariff bill.) 

The question being taken on this motion, it 
was negatived—S4 votes to 61. 

The House then again resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to amend the Revolutionary Pen- 
sion act. 

The discussion of Mr. Taytor’s amendment, 
which was under consideration when the House 
yesterday adjourned, was resumed. 

The third section of the bill is as follows: 

“That pensions, granted upon other and different 
schedules than those heretofore exhibited by the same 
applicants, shall commence from the time such sche- 
dules shall be filed in court: Provided, That no pen- 
sion, under this act, shall commence before the pas- 
sage thereof.” 


Mr. TayLor proposed to amend it by adding 
thereto the following: 

“That all other pensions hereafter to be allowed, 
shall commence frem the time of completing the tes- 
timony.” 

Those who to-day engaged in the discussion of 
the bill, were Messrs. Taytor, Reep, of Massa- 
chusetts, WaLKER, TRacy, CoLpEn, TOMLINSON, 
and WHIPPLE. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, it 
was determined in the affirmative; and, thus 
amended, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 


THE NEW TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. Top then again moved that the House do 
go into a Committee of the whole House on the 
state of the Union, with a view to take up the bill 
for the more effectual protection of manufactures. 
The motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to, and Mr. ToMmLinson was called to 
the Chair. 

Mr. Stewart moved then to take up the Cum- 
berland Road bill, which had been referred to the 
same committee; but, upon suggestion of some 
persons feeling an interest in that bill, Mr. S. with- 
drew his motion. 

On the question to take up the Manufactures 
bill, the vote was 82 to 54. 

So the bill was taken up; and the first section 
having been read— 

Mr. CamBRELENG rose and said, that, whatever 
feelings might prevail in the House in regard to 
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this bill, he presumed the House would not pre- 
sume to act upon the bill without some minute 
information as to the effect of its provisions upon 
the present rates of duty, &c. The Committee of 
Manufactures had, indeed, presented a statement 
upon the subject, which had been printed, but Mr. 

. proceeded to state the reasons why it was, in 
his opinion, not to be relied upon; one of which 
was, that it stated the amount of duty on wool- 
lens, proposed by this bill, to be thirty per cent., 
when in fact, by fixing a minimum price at which 
they shall be valued, (eighty cents per yard,) the 
lowest descriptions of plains universally worn by 
the poor, would be taxed 933 per cent., amounting 
to a prohibitory duty. If it was the will of a ma- 
jority of this House that the nation should be 
charged with the support of this branch of indus- 
try, he must be content to be in the minority ; but, 
before either majority or minority could act upon 
the subject, it was necessary they should under- 
stand it. He invited the chairman of the com- 
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mittee, therefore, to withdraw the statement he | 


had presented, for the purpose of correcting it. If 
not, Mr. C. said, he should present to the House 
a statement which he had made, better entitled to 
its confidence. He did not impute to the chair- 
man of the committee any intention to deceive the 
House; the gentleman himself had probably been 
deceived by those who gave him the information, 
who well knew that this provision would be an 
absolute prohibition of the importation of a large 
class of woollen goods. 

Mr. Top, of Pennsylvania, observed, that he 
was not disposed to take the advice of the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. CamBrecena,) and 
withdraw the bill for the reasons given; that the 

roceeding was a novel one, and this call for in- 

ormation by the gentleman, not because he want- 
ed it himself, but because he thought he could 
give it to others—that there could be no getting 
on with business, if such reason was sufficient to 
stop its progress. It may every day happen that 
a gentleman, not a member of the committee, in- 
troducing a bill, may know more of a subject than 
the committee themselves ; and as pani it may 
be for a gentleman to suppose himself capable of 
setting right the ignorance of others, in a matter 
known as well to them as to himself. Mr. T. said, 
that the duties proposed on the coarse goods 
pointed out by the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. CAMBRELENG,) were supposed by the com- 
mittee to amount to a prohibition, and so intend- 
ed. Mr. T. said, that, on the part of the Commit- 
tee of Manufactures, he would attempt a brief 
exposition of the reasons which weighed with them 
in proposing an increase of duties on some foreign 
articles. 

It was not solely nor chiefly for the benefit 
of the manufacturer, that they wished to give 
an efficient preference to domestic industry, at 
least as far as respects articles of common indis- 
pensable use, the materials of which are the pro- 
duct of our own soil. He would not say that all 
parts of the country were equally interested, but 
he believed that, while the provisions of the bill 
were of vital importance to some great sections of 
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the country, they could never be injurious to the 
interest of any part. 

We possess, said Mr. T., the materials, iney. 
haustible, of iron, lead, glass, and the almost up. 


limited means of producing wool, hemp, flax, and | 
cotton, and surplus provisions to feed workmey 


enough to supply manufactures for a whole cop. 
tinent. Yet, disregarding all these advantages, 
we have paid, or must pay, to foreign nations, fo; 
the last two years, taking both together, one being 
probably a year of importation about as far above 
as the other has been below, the common average— 


For woollen manufactures - - $19,044,014 
Cotton do. + - - 14,716,613 
Linen - - - - 6,084,954 
Hemp, and manufactures of it - 3,892,262 
Iron, and manufactures of iron - 8,259,698 
Lead, and manufactures of lead - 1,102,34) 
Glass and earthen ware - + 2,354,069 

$55,453.95) 


Average for one year - 





$27,726,975 


Exceeding, by above eight millions of dollars, the 
yearly expenses of Government, and the interest 
of the national debt—and which sum is exclusive 
of all re-exportations. This enormous tribute, 
said Mr. T., we pay for articles that we might 
have at home without any cost to the nation— 
articles, to the composition of which, a portion of 
the cottons excepted, not one shred nor particle 
goes from our country, fabricated by workmen 
who are not permitted to eat, drink, or wear, any 
produce of our soil. And we, robbed of our mo- 
ney by foreign industry, contending with all the 
mischiefs of a diminishing and beggarly suppl 
of the circulating medium of commerce, some of 
our people even petitioning against the grievance 
of paying postage on letters, and struggling with 
all the evils of debt and dependence, in order to 
give wealth and power to foreign Governments, 
profit and employment to foreign manufacturers, 
and to supply a market to foreign farmers for their 
rovisions, while one-half of our own are abso- 
utely worthless, and perishing on our hands for 
want of consumers. The immensity of amount 
of the necessaries of life requisite to sustain the 
workmen, with their families, employed to fabri- 
cate the foreign goods which we consume, it 
would be superfluous to attempt to calculate. But 
the inevitable distress and ruin consequent upon a 
system like ours, and falling upon those sections 
of the country whose only surplus production 
worth mentioning is grain, and whose only means 
of paying for foreign manufactures is with grain 
and its immediate peer may be made evi- 
dent ; as may, also, the necessity of applying some 
considerable part of the surplus productions of 
our soil to the only profitable use they can be ap- 
plied to ; that is, the support of the home manu- 
facturer. It may be assumed that the case men- 
tioned is the case of one-half of the Union, whose 
only surplus production of the soil worth namiug 
is grain. Whether this estimate of one-half ex- 
ceeds or falls short of the fact, cannot be materia! 
to the validity of the inference. 





Then, from the 
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4 reat extent and fertility of lands brought under | discrediting our factories, and cheating our peo- 
"® cultivation since the year 1790, taking into view/ple. The duty of twenty-five per cent. imposed 
* nn @ the great improvements in nills, roads, canals, | by the bill on manufactures of silk, flax, and 
x _ '@ and in the science and practice of agriculture ; | hemp, is the very same that is recommended by 
k and ' @ taking also into view the acquisition since of the | the Secretary of the Treasury, for the purpose of 
me extensive and fertile territory west of the Missis- | revenue, with the addition, as to hempen and linen 
tte > sippi, we may safely calculate that the capacity | cloths, of 25 cents per square yard, similar to that 
" to _ © of our country for producing grain, if not the ac-|on cottons. Leghorn and silk hats are placed at 
’ 





| tual product itself, is more than quadrupled during | forty per cent., being an addition of one-third to 








— the last thirty-two years. Probably to state the | the present rate of duty, with a minimum price 
sy increase at six-fold would be nearer the fact.| of one dollar each, for obvious reasons. They 
— Yet, in the year 1790, before the general war in | are chiefly articles of mere fashion. We imported 
4,014 Europe, we exported in wheat, rye, and corn, and | during the last year hats, caps, and bonnets, to the 
16,613 flour, and corn meal, reducing what went in bush-! amount of more than seven hundred thousand 
om els to barrels, at the usual rate of five to one,| dollars. Above six hundred thousand dollars 
9,698 1,280,323 barrels. This account, as to part of the | worth of those commodities came from Leghorn 
12 34) items, includes, to be sure, the exports for about a and Malta. All the wheat which they will ever 
4.069 month beyond the year; but that is unessential ; | receive from us in ten years, cannot pay for one 
Sal the exportations of 1790 were not beyond the | year’s supply of the straw we get fromthem. On 
3,95) common average of the times, nor nearly equal. | lead, and the manufactures of lead, an addition is 
6,975 Taking the average of five years, from 1790 to | proposed of one cent per pound to the present 
= 1794, both inclusive, we exported the yearly quan- | duty, because we have it in our country in the 
tity of 1,421,325 barrels. Yet, in the present time, | greatest profusion. In the vicinity of the Missis- 
sy the with all our immense increase of means and ex- | sippi and Missouri rivers, particularly the former, 
una tension of territory, we have exported, in grain | there are miles in extent, where, take up the earth 
= and flour, in the year 1822, 1,098,768 barrels | without selection, one hundred pounds of it will 
ute, only; and, in the year 1821, 1,360,453 barrels of | produce more than eighty pounds of the metal, 
ght beef and pork ; the exports for 1790 were 89,006 | with fuel at hand in abundance. Besides, the 
- barrels, and the average for five years from 1790 | people of that part of the country are indebted to 
Dn ol to 1794, was 132,894 barrels a year. The same | the Government for lands, or desirous of purcha- 
ticle articles, in 1822, 166,962 barrels; and, in 1821,| sing, and have no other means of payment; so 
mca 133,534 barrels. If, said Mr. T., foreign nations | that the immediate profits of giving efficient pro- 
my would consent to take our flour and provisions in | tection to this manufacture will centre in the pub- 
mo- pay, or part pay, for their wares, the consequences | lic treasury. On hemp, the bill raises the duty 
the of our present system might not be so intolerable; | from thirty dollars to forty-five dollars per ton. 
pply yet, when they persist in rejecting every thing of | It is an article which, the committee believe, must 
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the kind from us, that equal protection which is | be protected, and the cultivation of it encouraged, 
due from the Government to every class of citi- | at any expense, for the sake of the public. It is 
zens, prescribes the necessity of providing them |an article the skilful culture of which requires 
with the means of procuring the manufactured | practice. Materially to increase even the quan- 
necessaries of life in exchange for the only arti- | tity raised at home cannot be the work of one nor 
cles they have to sell. two years. We have already built, or are build- 

As to the particular duties, he said, imposed on | ing, twenty-four large ships of war. Our whole 
foreign manufactures by this bill, the first para- | domestic supply of hemp is not sufficient to equip 
graph adds five per cent. to the existing duties on | one of these ships, and never can be under the 
woollen goods, with a minimum price of eighty | present system of importation. What, Mr. T. 
cents per square yard; yet excepting from the | asked, would be the consequences, and what dis- 


Dri- operation of the minimum, those most common | grace to our legislation, in case of a war with a 
) It necessary articles of blankets, flannels, worsted | nation that furnishes this necessary article, or 
But and stuff goods. Whatever other objection may | with any other nation which might have influ- 
na be made to this item, there will probably be none | ence enough tostop this importation? Wemight, 
ns on the score of inequality ; for wool is, or may | when war comes, as prudently rely altogether 
on easily be the production of every part of the | upon our enemies for a supply of cannon for our 
Ds country. The manufactures of it are used in| Navy. 

in every part. No one will say that our country is| On bar iron, the addition proposed is only five 
Vi- incompetent to supply itself with every descrip- | dollars per ton, and that only on hammered iron, 
ne tion of this necessary article, even if the duty | without touching the rolled. It would, Mr. T. 
ol were prohibitory instead of a trifling addition. thought, be hard to givea satisfactory reason why 
p> The duties on cottons are left by the bill, as |so low a duty was inserted, when it is notorious 
u- they stand b the existing laws, except a mini-| that the country is more than able to supply all 
n- mum price of thirty-five cents per square yard on | that is wanted, of as good quality, and generally 
se checked and striped cloths. The chief motive | better than the imported. 

g¢ for this, is to stop a pernicious fraud now perpe-| It has been objected already, and will no doubt 
x ia trated upon us by foreign manufacturers, counter- | be repeated, that, by adding to the duties on for- 
al 4 feiting our cottons, and palming upon us, under eign articles, we but add so much to the price to 


he ‘ . * : . ° ° 
ne q the guise of American, a most vile fabric, thereby | the consumer, enabling the home manufacturer 
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to pocket the difference. As to all manufactures 
said Mr. T., of which we possess the raw materia 
in abundance, the rise in price, which, he admit- 
ted, may happen at first on some things will be 
certainly followed by a permanent redoetion, if 
we may be permitted to judge from the experience 
of foreign countries, or from what little experience 
our laws have hitherto permitted us to acquire in 
our own country on the subject. Many articles, 
even now, it is believed, are furnished by our own 
workmen better, to a degree beyond the extent of 
the duty, and cheaper than imported rival goods. 
On this head, one article, that of coarse cottons, 
has been often mentioned, and cannot be too often 
mentioned, because it is the only manufacture 
which has ever received from our late the same 
protection which other nations give to their do- 
mestic industry—a prohibitory duty. Besides, it 
is the very article and the very duty selected by 
the enemies of protection to manufactures from 
all quarters, as a specimen of pernicious legisla- 
tion, as oppressing the poor and plundering the 
farmer, for the purpose of giving to the manufac- 
turer a premium for laziness, or a privilege of ex- 
tortion. There can be no mistake in this matter. 
I will, said Mr. T., read the very words of the 
Salem Protest, made to our predecessors on the 
subject: 

“The duty upon East India cotton is indeed enor- 


The coarser fabrics of cotton, in the British East In- 
dies, cost about six cents a square yard, and were for- 
merly imported in large quantities into the United 
States, and supplied the poorer classes of citizens with 
necessary though humble clothing. The tariff directs 
ali such cottons to be estimated at the cost of twenty- 
five cents per square yard, and levies upon them, 
therefore, a duty of one hundred per cent., or a sum 
equal to their original cost. During the years 1802, 
1803, and 1804, the average imports from the British 
East Indies was about three millions and a half of dol- 
lars, of which a little short of three millions were goods 
paying an ad valorem duty, being principally white 
cotton goods. In 1807, the goods paying ad valorem 
duties from the same place, had increased to upwards 
of four millions of dollars. In the same year, fifteen 
ships were employed in the trade, from the town of 
Salem alone. In the past year, two only have been 
so employed; and, for the four last years past, no cot- 
ton piece goods have been imported into this town for 
home consumption, the duty alone amounting toa 
prohibition. ‘The sacrifice of this branch of the trade | 
alone has very seriously affected the whole mercantile 
community engaged in East India commerce, and has 
been no where more sensibly and injuriously felt than 
in Salem. It has operated, too, as an excessive tax 
upon the poorer classes of the community, who have 
been compelled to buy domestic fabrics to supply their 
wants, at higher prices, which their narrow means 
could ill afford. It has, also, annually, struck off from 
the revenue of the Government the whole duty upon 
seven-eighths of the importations of East India cotton, 
that proportion having been absorbed by the domestic 
consumption.” 








Thus far the Salem memorial. The memorial 
from the United Agricultural Societies of Vir- 
ginia, presented, about the same time, on the same 





mous, and practically amounts to a total prohibition. 


subject, contains the same protest, in still stronger 
terms, against this doubling of the price of coarse 
cottons, for a bounty to the manufacturer, to the 
injury of the poorer class of the community, by 
whom goods of this quality are exclusively re. 
quired. 

Now, said Mr. T., if the consequences thys 
threatened have actually followed; if the poor 
have been plundered, and the farmer laid under 
tribute to the manufacturer by this prohibitory 
duty on imported coarse cottons, then we may be- 
lieve, with the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
CaMBRELENG,) that the protection of our coarse 
woollens, by duties upon the imported, will only 
augment the price to the poor consumer. But if 
the very reverse has been the effect of giving to 
our own manufacturers a monopoly of the article, 
and the price has been diminished even in a greater 
degree than the duty has been raised, let us ey- 
pect the same, or nearly the same good effect from 
similar duties on other imported wares, which we 
can make as good, or better at home. What, 
then, is the price of coarse cottons, since the mo- 
nopoly given to our factories by the prohibitory 
duty of 18162 We have the proof on our own 
files, and the fact is notorious to the whole coun- 
try, that we now have, and have had constantly, 
since the exclusion of foreigners from our market, 
that necessary article, at a price which, taking 
into view its superiority in quality, is now reduced 
to one-half, Mr. T. would say, to less than one- 
third of what we formerly paid for the same goods, 
when they were imported from foreign nations; 
and this Mr. T. believed would turn out to be the 
fact, even after making every allowance for the 
reduction in price of the raw material. Then, 
said Mr. T., it appears that the oppression upon 
the poor man, by excluding foreign low-priced 
cottons, has come in substance to this, that he can 
now purchase for five dollars, clothing, which be- 
fore cost him ten; and, if he lives near a factory, 
may have constant employment, and wages for 
himself and his family. And the farmer who was 
to be plundered by the manufacturer, has not only 
the same advantage of purchasing cheaply, but 
the still greater advantage, if he lives near enough, 
of a constant market for the surplus products of 
his farm. 

Mr. CaMBRELENG, 1n reply, briefly noticed one 
or two points of Mr. Top’s speech, and gave to 
the House some facts drawn from a statement 
which he held in his hand, and which he presented 
to the Committee to be printed, if it should be 
thought proper, as a set-off to that which had been 
prepared by the Committee on Manufactures. He 
declined following the gentleman into an exami- 
nation of the general principles of the bill, reserv- 
ing himself on that point until the bill should pre- 
sent itself in a general aspect before the House. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rose to express a sentiment 
elicited by what had already been disclosed in de- 
bate. If, he said, the statement which had been 
made by the Committee of Manufactures of the 
effect of the bill, had given the advance merely 
which is proposed upon the present duty upon 
woollens, without adverting to the effect of the 
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establishment of a minimum value to be allowed | 
to imported woollens, which feature would in | 
effect more than treble the present duty, the state- | 
ment was obviously illusory, and ought to be cor- 
rected, &e. 
The Committee then rose, the usual hour of 
adjournment having arrived. 
he statement presented by Mr. CAMBRELENG | 
was ordered to be printed; and then the House | 
adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 30. 


Mr. SerGeant presented a memorial of the 
manufacturers of cordage, in the city and county | 
of Philadelphia, remonstrating against an increase | 
of the duties on the oe of foreign hemp, 
as proposed in the bill now pending before this | 
House, for the more effectual encouragement and 
protection of American manufactures ; which me- | 
morial was referred to the Committee of the! 
Whole on the state of the Union, to which the | 
said bill is committed. | 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “ An act for the relief of the rep- 
resentatives of John Donelson, Thomas Carr, 
and others,” reported the same, with amendments ; 
which were committed to the Committee of the 
Whole, to which is committed the bill concerning 
pre-emption rights in the Territory of Arkansas. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to 
alter the times of holding the circuit court within | 
the sixth circuit for South Carolina district, and 
for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Harvey, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, to which was referred the Message from 
the President of the United States, with a com- | 
munication from the Navy Department, in regard | 
to an appropriation for the purpose of erecting for- | 
tifications on Thompson’s island, formerly called 
Key West, made a report thereon, adverse to 
adiine the said appropriation ; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Ruc- 
GLes, and laid on the table; and, being read, was | 
agreed to. 


the Bank of Vincennes at the time of its failure,” and 
whether such collateral security consisted in liens on 
real property, or in public or personal securities ; if 
in liens on real property, the value of such property 


| at the time of its acquirement, and what sum of money 


it will probably yield to the Treasury, if sold on a 
credit of one, two, and three years; the present situa- 


| tion of the title to such real property ; and all commu- 


nications to and from the said Secretary, in relation to 
such liens; if in public securities, whether an assign- 


| ment of the State debt of Indiana, to the Bank of Vin- 


cennes, was not taken without any correspondence 
with any officer or agent of the State government, 
and if so, whether such assignment has been can- 


| celled, the time when, and by whom; and, if not can- 


celled, whether the United States claim a right of 
property in any portion of the State debt aforesaid, 


P;' which may remain unliquidated ; and communications 


to and from said Secretary, in relation to such assign- 
ment. 

2. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury in- 
form this House whether the Bank of Vincennes com- 
plied with its agreement with the Treasury Depart- 


| ment, to furnish, quarterly, a list of its debtors, and the 


amount owing by each; and, if so, the amount owing 
to said Bank by Charles Smith’s steam-mill company, 
upon each rendition of the quarterly lists aforesaid. 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
inform this House whether or not any draft or drafts 
have been drawn upon said Bank of Vincennes, under 
the direction of the Treasury Department to said Bank, 


| dated the 7th of July, 1820; and, if so, under what 


item of appropriatiun, in whose favor, the date of such 
draft, or drafts, and the object for which the same 
were drawn. 

Mr. Rankin submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid on the table one day. 
under the rule: 

Resolved, 'That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House if the Commissioners, 
appointed for the purpose of ascertaining titles and 
claims to land in Florida, have severally attended to, 
and discharged the duties assigned them, or if any of 
them have resigned, neglected, or refused to act; and 
if any one of the Commissioners, without discharging 
the duties assigned him, has drawn the compensation 
allowed for the performance of the duties prescribed by 
the said act for ascertaining titles and claims to land 
in Florida. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, stating that, in pur- 


| suance of the joint resolution of the 30th of March, 


; ' 3 | 99 ° ° ; rat é 
On motion of Mr. WitttaMs, of North Caro- 1822, a digest of manufacturing establishments, in 


lina, all the orders of the day were postponed, by 
a vote of 95, which preceded the bill for the relief 
of James Morrison. 


the United States, and of their manufactures, 
formed from the accounts required ~ the 10th sec- 
tion of the act to provide for taking the fourth cen- 





The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill, and, after spending 
some time therein, the Committee rose, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. JenninGs submitted the three following 
resolutions, which were read, and ordered to lie 
on the table one day, under the rule: 


sus, or enumeration of the United States, has been 
made, and printed, under the direction of the De- 
partment of State, and that fifteen hundred copies 
of the said digest are at the disposal of Congress ; 
which letter was read, and ordered to lie on the 
| table. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

The engrossed “bill supplementary to the acts 


1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | ‘ t0 provide for certain persons engaged in the land 


lay before this House a statement showing the de- 


‘and naval service of the United States in the 


scription and character of the collateral security ob- | ‘ Revolutionary war,” being come before the House 
tained in the year 1821, for $168,543, ‘deposited in | for its third reading— 
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Mr. McCoy said, that this bill was of more im- 
portance, as to the extent of its operation, than 
gentlemen seemed to be aware of. It had been 
calculated, by some of them, that it would cause 
an additional expenditure of an hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. Gentlemen ought to be a little 
cautious in regard to their calculations. When 
the first Revolutionary Pension Bill, which has 
caused so large an expenditure, was first passed, it 
was supposed it would give rise to an expenditure 
of a hundred and sixty or two hundred thousand 
dollars; whilst the expenditure had been ten-fold 
that amount. He did not mean, however, to make 
any remarks against this bill, having risen only to 
call for the yeas and nays upon it, to show his 
hostility to it. 

The question on the passage of the bill was ac- 
cordingly taken by yeas and nays, and decided— 
yeas 130, nays 14, as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Allen of 
Tennessee, Ball, Barber of Connecticut, Barber of 
Ohio, Barstow, Bateman, Baylies, Bayly, Bigelow, 
Blackledge, Borland, Breckenridge, Brown, Burrows, 
Butler, Campbell of New York, Campbell of Ohio, 
Cassedy, Chambers, Colden, Condict, Conkling, Con- 
ner, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Cuthbert, Dane, Dar- 
lington, Denison, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards 
of Pennsylvania, Farrelly, Findlay, Forrest, Forward, 
Fuller, Gebhard, Gist, Gorham, Gross, Hardin, Harris, 
Harvey, Hawks, Hemphill, Herrick, Hill, Hobart, 
Holcombe, Hubbard, Ingham, Jackson, Jennings, J. 
T. Johnson, Kent, Keyes, Kirkland, Lathrop, Left- 
wich, Lincoln, Litchfield, Little, McCurty, McKim, 
McLane, McNeill, McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Mat- 
son, Mattocks, Mercer, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Pennsyl- 
vania, Moore of Alabama, Morgan, Murray, Neale, 
Nelson of Massachusetts, Nelson of Maryland, New, 
Patterson of New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, 
Phillips, Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of New Hampshire, 
Plumer of Pennsylvania, Reed of Massachusetts, Reid 
of Georgia, Rhea, Rich, Rochester,- Rodney, Ross, 
Ruggles, Russ, Russell, Saunders, Sergeant, Sloane, 
William Smith, J. S. Smith, Spencer, Sterling of Con- 

necticut, Sterling of New York, A. Stevenson, Stew- 
art, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
Trimble, Udree, Upham, Vance, Van Rensselaer, 
Walworth, Whipple, White, Williamson, Wilson, 
Wood, Woodcock, Woodson, and Wright. 
Nars—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Bassett, Ed- 
wards of North Carolina, Garnett, Gilmer, Hooks, 
McCoy, Rankin, Arthur Smith, Tattnall, Thompson, 
Williams of Virginia,and Williams of North Carolina. 


So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 


SUPPRESSION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. Dwicur, from the Select Committee ap- 
pointed on the 21st instant, on the letter of Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton, made a report thereupon, ac- 
quitting them of all blame in regard to the matter 
a to in that letter. The report is as fol- 
ows: 


The committee appointed in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, adopted on the 
2ist January, to investigate certain charges referred 
to in the letter of Messrs. Gales & Seaton, have at- 
tended to that service, and ask leave to report : 
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That they have given to the subject all that consjq- 
eration which the magnitude of the charge, and the 
reputation of those who have long been in the service 
of this House, and hitherto high in its confidence, 
seemed to require. 

That, while your committee have been impressed 
with the importance of the charge to the reputation of 
the accused, they have not been unmindful, that it jn. 
volved, also, a gross violation of the rules of this 
House, and a contempt of its authority and dignity, 

Nor have your committee omitted to notice, that the 
charge against Messrs. Gales & Seaton is enhanced 
in importance, by imputing to them the criminal de. 
sign of shielding, by the alleged omission, an impor. 
tant department of the Government from a “ just re. 
sponsibility.” 

To the investigation of such a subject, involving at 
once the confidence which this House and the nation 
shall repose in the information upon which it acts, the 
character of one of the first officers of the Government, 
and the fidelity of the public printers, your committee 
have not proceeded without the most cautious inspec- 
tion of the documents submitted to them, and the 
most solemn sanction to the testimony of the witnes. 
ses, upon which their opinion was to be founded. 

The evidence taken in the case has been preserved, 
and is submitted entire at the conclusion of the 
report. 

The charge against Messrs. Gales & Seaton, in re- 
gard to which they prayed this investigation, was con- 
tained in a communication printed in the Washington 
Republican, of the 20th of January, instant, over the 
signature of A. B. and was, in substance, as follows: 
(see document marked A, and the paper annexed.) 
That, in printing the documents accompanying the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 14th 
of February, 1822, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, calling upon him to exhibit 
a statement of his transactions with all those banks 
which had been made by him the depositories of pub- 
lic moneys received from the sales of public lands, that 
they had suppressed and totally omitted, in the printed 
document with which they furnished the House, parts 
of those documents implicating Mr. Crawford the most 
strongly. 

The attention of your committee was first directed 
to an examination of all the original documents which 
accompanied the report of the Secretary, above alluded 
to, and they find the following paragraphs, in the 
originals, entirely omitted in the printed documents 
which were furnished the House, to wit: 

In a letter from Wm. R. Dickinson, Cashier of the 
Steubenville Bank, to the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 
dated 3d April, 1819, and referred to in the original 
documents by the pencil mark, (A 5) the following 
paragraph is omitted : 


“The difference of which you speak in your letter 
of the 12th ultimo between the sum mentioned in my 
letter of the 18th February, arises from the circum- 
stance of your having extended your friendly disposi- 
tion to this bank beyond what was dared by our 
Board to ask. I mentioned only the debt to the 
Branch at Pittsburg, whereas you have directed (as 
well as that mentioned) a transfer from the Branch at 
Chillicothe, which debt this Branch was taking meas- 
ures to discharge. As soon as the transfer is made 
from the Bank of Columbia, the entries shall be made 
in the books of this institution as you direct. I re- 
mark, however, in the statement which you furnish 
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entered, which I know nothing of, having never before 


Suppression of Public Docwments. 





from the Bank of Columbia, that ‘notes $3,895 ’ is| 


heard of it.” 


tween lead pencil brackets; the whole is crossed with 
a pencil, and the words “what was dared by our 
Board to ask,” are underscored by an ink line. 


In a letter from John Sering, Cashier of the Far- 
mers and Mechanics’ Bank of Indiana, dated Madison, 
24th August, 1820, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the following paragraph is included between pencil 
brackets, crossed by a pencil mark, and omitted in the 
printing. 

This letter is referred to in the original documents, 
by a pencil mark in the margin as F 6—“I would, 
however, inquire if the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexan- 
dria, as well as the Franklin and Merchants’ Bank, 
ought to be excepted.” The words Mechanics’ Bank 
of Alecandria are underscored by an ink line, and 
the word out written in pencil, in the margin, against 
the above extract. 

In a letter referred to in the original document, by 
the pencil mark, (I 6,) from Aug. Chouteau, Presi- 
dent of the Bank of Missouri, dated St. Louis, 9th of 
August, 1819, to the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
following words are crossed by a pencil mark; the 
word out written in pencil against them in the mar- 
gin, and omitted in the printed documents : 


“Tt is known to us, that the same money which has 
been received in payment, by the receiver at this 
place, is not identically presented for deposite at this 
bank.”” 


In a letter referred to in the original documents as 
(L 5) from Leroy Pope, President of the Planters and 
Merchants’ Bank of Huntsville, dated 4th May, 1819, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, the following para- 
graphs, included in pencil brackets, and crossed by a 
pencil, are omitted in the printed documents: 


“ Your conjecture in relation to your circular of the 
llth July last, is correct; the important words, sub- 
sequent to the 30th June last, are not contained in the 
copy received by us; and this circumstance satisfacto- 
rily accounts for the construction it received from the 
Board of Directors. We regret that any mistake 
should have occurred, but we rejoice that our decision 
is thus acknowledged to have been proper. Agree- 
ably to your request, I return the copy heretofore re- 
ceived, and under which we have necessarily acted, 
and retain the correct copy accompanying your last 
letter.” 


In letter (M 5) of ihe original documents, from 
Israel Pickens, President of the Bank of ‘l'ombigbee, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated St. Stephens, 
August 18, 1819, two pages are sealed over with white 
paper; and omitted in the printed documents. 


In regard to those parts of the letters (L 5) (F 6) 
and (I 6) above extracted, and omitted in the printed 
documents, the committee are satisfied that they were 
thus marked by Mr. Dickins, one of the Chief Clerks 
in the Department of the Treasury, for the purpose of 
calling the attention of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to them, as containing information irrelevant to the 
subject-matter of the call, and improper in his opinion 
to be communicated to the public, on account of dis- 
closures they made, or opinions they expressed, which 
might be injurious to the affairs of the banks or indi- 
viduals to whom they alluded; and that the word 
cut in the margin of each of those three letters, was 
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made by him asa guide to the compositor to omit them 
in the printing. ’ 

In reference to the matter concealed in the letter, 
(M 5,) by the white paper sealed over it, they feel 
themselves constrained to say, that it had no bearing 
upon the objects of the call for information, and might 
have been injurious to the interests of the individuals 
or the banks mentioned in it, had it been published at 
that time. They are satisfied, also, that such were 
the motives which induced Mr. Dickins, the Clerk, to 
cover the pages with paper, which he disclosed was 
done by him. 

The committee submit that they have been thus 
enabled to suggest, satisfactorily to the House, the 
causes which had produced the omission, in the print- 
ing of all the documents, except that of (A 5,) which 
they suppose to be the particular document referred to 
in the communication signed A. B.; and, in regard 
to which, after an examination of all the witnesses, 
who were considered to be important to the investi- 
gation, and pushing the inquiries to the extent of the 
supposed powers of the committee, they are now 
obliged to confess (and they do it with regret) that 
they have obtained no satisfactory information. 


Had the same causes existed for the suppression of 
this particular paragraph, which actuated the Clerk in 
the Treasury Department to mark all the others, your 
committee would feel no hesitation in presenting to 
the House the strong probability that it might have 
been done by that gentleman. But a recurrence to 
his testimony, communicated herewith, and marked 
(E) will satisfy the House that that probability is too 
much weakened to be made the ground work of the 
opinion of a committee of investigation. 

But, whatever difficulties the committee may have 
encountered in ascertaining by whom the marks were 
made, and the paragraph suppressed, they have none 
in stating that the accused did not causeit. And they 
cannot do justice to the unanimous opinion which 
they have formed, from a careful consideration of all 
the evidence before them, without stating their strong 
conviction that neither Mr. Gales nor Mr. Seaton had 
any knowledge of, nor participation in, the suppression 
of the paragraph omitted in the letter marked (A 5) 
or any other of the documents which were submitted 
to the House, in answer to the call so often alluded to. 
In support of their opinion, upon this part of the case, 
your committee would refer the House to the annexed 
testimony of George M. Grouard, marked B ; of Wm. 
Kerr, jr., marked C ; of Mr. Burch, Deputy Clerk of 
the House, marked D; of Asbury Dickins, marked 
E; and of the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, marked F. 

[For this testimony see appendix at end of volume ] 

n regard to the other individual implicated in the 
communication attached to the letter of Messrs. Gales 
& Seaton, your committee do not hesitate to say, that 
there has not been any evidence submitted to them 
tending in the slightest degree to show that the sup- 
pression of the paragraph alluded to, was caused either 
by the influence of the Secretary of the Treasury or 
was done with his knowledge. 


The interesting nature of the present inquiry has 
suggested to your committee the propriety of submit- 
ting to the House the expediency of appointing some 
member or members of its own body, in every case, to 
superintend the publication of all documents which 
may hereafter be printed by order of the House. 

In conclusion, your committee would beg leave to 
submit the following resolution, to wit: 
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Resolved, That the committee appointed upon the | nent revenue of this country upon its manufactur. 
letter of Messrs. Gales & Seaton, be discharged from ing industry, is not novel. It is, indeed, coeya| 
the further consideratiom of the subject referred to} with the Government. Allow me, Mr. Chairman, 
them. to call your attention, for a moment, to the early 

The report having been read— history of the tariff. Soon after the peace of ’s3 

Mr. Dwicut moved that it lie on the table, and | had recognised our right and rank as an independ- 
be printed. ent nation, the creation of a revenue, adequate ty 

Mr. Convict wished the question should first be | the necessary expenditures of the Government, be. 
taken on the resolution appended tothereport, which | came a subject of interesting inquiry to the poli- 
recommends that the committee be discharged | ticians of that period. A resort to direct and in. 
from the further consideration of the subject. direct taxation was inadmissible, and, indeed, 

Mr. Dwiaut, observed, that the report refers impossible. The precious metals had deserted the 
repeatedly to the evidence, which had not been | country—a circulating medium was wanting. 
read ; and the House could not be with propriety | From customs alone, it was evident, the country 
asked to decide any question upon this matter | was to derive its revenues. And the insufficiency 
without having had an opportunity to peruse the | of its customs, accruing from a commerce sup- 
evidence. : pat wholly by agriculture, was already palpa- 

Mr. Saunpers took the same view of the mat- | ble. The wretched and ruinous state of our colo- 
ter. After gentlemen had examined the evidence, nial commerce was yet vividly recollected, and 
they would be able to determine, understandingly, | the inferences from it were irresistible ; and hence, 
whether the report was satisfactory or not. | in the numerous systems of revenue and tariff 

Mr. Basser suggested that the committee be- | which were projected at that period, the protec- 
ing a select committee, and having reported, was, | tion of manufacturing industry formed an essen- 
by the act of reporting, discharged from the fur- | tial, nay, an indispensable provision. The report 
ther consideration of the subject. | of the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Hamilton, 

The Speaker said it was unquestionably true, | is still familiar to the public. nd it cannot be 
that the select committee having made a reportin questioned, had the principles of this celebrated 
full upon the subject referred to it, was ipso facto | paper (for its details were remarkably defective) 
discharged from the further consideration of that | been adopted into a system of permanent policy, 
subject; though the practice of the House had we should have forever avoided the necessity of 
been to take a question on such resolutions, as publishing to the world the degrading and extra- 
that now reported by the select committee. ordinary fact, that, after a course of unexampled, 

The report was then ordered to lie on the table. and almost uninterrupted prosperity for thirty 

years, the commercial revenues of the most enter- 
THE NEW TARIFF BILL. prising people in the world were insufficient to 

The House then again resumed, in Committee meet, in the time of profound peace, the necessary 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, the con- | expenditures of the cheapest Government upon 
sideration of the unfinished business of yesterday, | earth. But the fact is notorious—it has become 
Mr. Tomutnson in the Chair, being the bill for | history. 
the more effectual protection and encouragement, It was my intention here, Mr. Chairman, to have 
of domestic manufactures. rapidly reviewed the history of the tariff, from the 

Mr. Hoicomes, of New Jersey, rose, and ad- commencement of the wars which grew out of the 
dressed the House as follows: | French Revolution to the present period, and to 

I rise, Mr. Chairman, with peculiar embarrass-| have accounted for the bitterness and hostility 
ment, to offer myself, for the first time, to the; which distinguish, otherwise, the most liberal and 
House, on a subject which has been so often dis- ; enlightened statesmen of our country on the sub- 
cussed, not only upon this floor, but in every town, | ject of the tariff; but presuming that the Com- 


and villa e, and city, in the Union, thatthe very | mittee is entirely familiar with the subject, and 


name of Tariff has become odious to many ears— 
a term of reproach, and almost a by-word. But, 
notwithstanding these facts, it is a subject of the 
deepest interest; and is yet popular with a great 
majority of the American people. It is my inten- 
tion to advocate the bill. And let it not be insin- 
uated of me, as it heretofore has been of others, 
that interest stimulates the discussion. The feeble 
connexion which I may once have had with man- 
ufacturing establishments, is forever dissolved, and 
I now stand in my place as a common representa- 
tive of the citizens of the United States, to defend 
one of the most interesting questions of national 


| fearful of trespassing upon your patience, I shall 
call your attention immediately to the following 
propositions, which I mean to defend: 

Ist. teas of manufacturing industry, 
| by means of commercial restrictions, is indispen- 
_sably necessary to develop and sustain the wealth 

and power of nations. 

2d. A further and liberal extension of the tariff, 
_ (perhaps such as is contemplated by this bill,) will 
enable the American manufacturer to supply, here- 

after, not only domestic consumption, but to 
compete profitably with other nations in foreign 
_markets. 


policy, as I conscientiously believe it to be, that} Upon these general principles I shall defend the 
can possibly be agitated at this time, upon this | bill. I do not profess to be familiar with its de- 
subject. tails. Nor is it particularly necessary, after the 

The true manufacturing question, or the policy | able and luminous exposition which they have 
of founding the commercial interests and perma- | received from the honorable gentleman who re- 
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rted the bill. I wish, however, my opinions to 
Be distinetly stated, and fully understood. The 
manufacturing interest of this country is no longer 
a subject of partial legislation and contingent pro- 
tection, but constitutes, at this moment, one of its 





great interests, and is equally entitled, with com- 
merce and agriculture, to the most effectual and 
permanent protection. And it furtherappears to me 
to be the obvious policy, as well as the imperative 
duty of the Government, (in order to protect this 
great interest,) to commence, immediately, a . 
tem of prospective, but ultimately of entire exclu- 
sion from our shores of every article, of foreign 
fabric, the material of which we either possess, or 
can abundantly create. My object is to award to 
our manufacturing interest the same certain and 
exclusive protection which we have long since 
awarded to our commerce and agriculture. 

I will proceed to the consideration of the first 

roposition—that the protection of manufacturing 
industry, by means of commercial restrictions, is 
indispensably necessary to develop the resources 
and wealth of nations. The testimony of history, 
in sustaining this proposition, is ample, uniform, 
and conclusive. 
facts : 

Atan early period of modern Europe, several 
nations became wealthy and powerful, by introduc- 
ing and protecting, within their respective territo- 
ries, manufacturing establishments, as the basis 
and sources of an extensive and enterprising com- | 
merce. Of these the most distinguished were | 
Genoa and Florence, Venice and Holland. Ven- | 
ice, won from the waters of the Adriatic sea, be- | 
came the mistress of the South of Europe; and | 
Holland, reclaimed from the marshes of the Ger- 
man ocean, continued for centuries the pride and 
wonder of the North. Time and revolution, it is 
true, have swept away their former institutions, 
and et Ne in many instances, their very exist- 
ence in the nations around them. But their ex- 
amples will forever remain in history, as brilliant 
memorials of what the genius, industry, and en- 
terprise of free communities can effect, when aided 
and protected by enlightened legislation. 

But the most extraordinary example which the 
world presents of the policy and results of protect- | 
ing manufacturing industry, is unquestionably | 
that of England. I am fully aware, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the example of England is trite on this | 
subject, and revolting upon this floor. But I will | 
detain you but a moment. And, in hurrying you | 
to the point which I have in contemplation, if I | 
cannot se you over this barren subject by new | 
paths, I will at least remove from those already | 


1 now appeal to its strongest 
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Never before on earth was swayed a sceptre like 
hers, so mighty and efficient, so fearful and tre- 
mendous. The genius of the great Napoleon, 
with Europe at his feet, sunk beneath its influ- 
ences. And the power of the Roman empire, in 
its proudest days, was feeble in comparison to it. 
And whence, Mr. Chairman, has this great supre- 
macy among nations been derived? By what 
means or magic has it been achieved? Simply 
from the policy of protecting—of effectually pro- 
tecting the industry of her citizens from all for- 
eign competition; of adopting, since the days ot 
her revolution, the principles of the bill which I 
have now the honor to advocate. Let me not be 
told of the vice and misery of her manufacturing 
districts—of her taxes—her poorhouses, and pau- 
pers. These are all acknowledged. But they 
are the necessary, the unavoidable consequences 
of her ambitious and interminable wars—the im- 
mediate results of the operation of her national 
debt. Extinguish this, and you collect at this 
moment around the laboring population of Eng- 
land more of the comforts and necessaries of life 
than have ever yet fallen to the lot of any other 
people, with the exception of our own citizens, in 
the world. 

The policy of Spain is the reverse of that of 
England. Here, the doctrines of the author of the 
Wealth of Nations, the unrestrictive system, has 
been, for ages past, in full and free operation. 
And what has been the result? The finest coun- 
try in Europe, into which the gold and silver of 
Mexico and Peru, and the wealth of both the In- 
dies, have flowed in a full and uninterrupted 
stream for three centuries, has gradually sunk 
from the elevation of her ‘sapettal grandeur, be- 
low the level of the secondary Powers of Europe, 
and at length into utter bankruptcy. Recollect, 
Mr. Chairman, that I speak with reproach onl 
of her commercial system—of her wretched tariff. 
And I avail myself, with the highest satisfaction, 
of this opportunity of expressing, in the presence 
of the representatives of the American people, my 
admiration of the sublime and interesting specta- 
cle which the Spanish nation at this moment 
presents, and has been, for years, exhibiting to the 
world. Ata period the most unexpected and un- 
hoped for, the entire population of this extensive 
and beautiful region arose at once into new life, 
and, bursting asunder the chains which the super- 
stition and tyranny of ages had rivetted around 
them, erected, on the ruins of the sternest and 
gloomiest despotism upon earth, a government of 
virtual representation and constitutional liberty. 
Imperishable be her institutions! and may the 


beaten, as far as I am able, every thing offensive spirit of revolution, which was first enkindled on 
and annoying. But of England—never before | our altars, and which has gone forth from her 
existed a nation so wealthy and powerful—a | borders, be unextinguished until every despotism 


comparatively barren island in the northern ocean, | in Kurope be overturned ; and the rights and in- 


has become the garden of the world—a nation 
destitute of mines, by her admirable policy has 
diverted to her shores the gold and silver, the 
wealth and tribute, of every climate and region 
under Heaven. There is no sea but which is 
visited by her marine. And the standard of her 
sovereignty waves in every quarter of the globe. 


dependence and happiness of every nation, and 
people, and kingdom, under Heaven, be established 
upon the only basis which the progress of enlight- 
ened opinion shall consent to regard as legitimate 
—the basis of liberty and equality! 

But to return to the subject. Look for a mo- 
ment beyond the Pyrenees. At the Convention of 
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Paris, France was exhibited to the world, fallen, 
degraded, and in chains, at the feet of the sover- 
eigns of ea Her great chieftain in captivity 
—her armies beaten and dispersed—her pride and 
military spirit humbled in the dust. She seemed 
forever struck from her commanding attitude in 
Europe; and to have retrograded, at least, half a 
century in the politics of Europe. And such, in- 
deed, were the confident predictions of statesmen 
and essayists, particularly of the politicians of this 
country and Great Britain. 

Now mark the result! Before these very pre- 
dictions had reached the extremities of the world, 
before the armies of their deliverers had ceased to 
outrage the presence of the French people, a sys- 
tem was already in operation, which instantane- 
ously insured the regeneration of France. Em- 
barrassment disappeared from every department 
of the State. A new army was organized; a for- 
midable navy created ; a splendid and experienced 
government and court established and supported ; 
and the immense tribute of foreign indemnifica- 
tion extinguished with a celerity that appeared 
like the operation of magic. And in less than six 

ears from the period of her signal overthrow, 

rance arose again to her former elevated stand- 
ing, the same great, efficient, and distinguished 
nation as before. And to what causes, Mr. Chair- 
man, are we to attribute this sudden, this extra- 
ordinary regeneration? Was it because the vine 
covers her hills, or the olive her valleys? Was 
it because her soil was the richest—her climate 
the healthiest, or her population the most ingeni- 
ous in Europe? No, sir! It is to her admirable 
commercial system, to which we are to look for 
the solution of the question. A system which 
protects the industry of France, and secures to her 
own Citizens the distinguished blessings which the 
bounty of nature hath lavished upon them. A 
system, sir, an approach towards which is indicated 
by the bill under consideration. 

An imaginary line separates the kingdom of 
France from the Netherlands. But if the Andes 
had arisen, or oceans rolled between them, their 
respective boundaries could not have been more 
distinctly, or strongly, or palpably marked! On 
the one side is a population, active, industrious, 
and happy; on the other, poor, indolent, and 
wretched. France protects the industry of her citi- 
zens; Holland has departed from the system of 
her forefathers; and, by means of her new doc- 
trines, paralyzed the energies of the most indus- 
trious people in Europe. 

_It is unnecessary to pursue such facts further ; 
history, both ancient and modern, without a soli- 
tary exception, attests the truth of the proposition 
which I have attempted to illustrate, that the pro- 
tection of manufacturing industry, by means of 
commercial restrictions, is indispensably necessary 
to develop and sustain the wealth and power of 
nations. 

Allow me now, Mr. Chairman, to call the atten- 
tion of the Committee, for a few moments, to the 
second proposition. 

A further extension of the tariff (perhaps such 
as is contemplated by the bill upon the table) will 
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enable the American manufacturer to supply not 
only the domestic consumption, but compete pro- 
fitably with other nations in foreign markets. 

The manufacturing question is very different 
from what it was ten years ago. It then was, 
whether we should foster and promote our infant 
establishments. It now is, whether we shall sus- 
tain and extend our matured ones. It then was, 
whether we could manufacture any article as pro- 
fitably as we could purchase it. It now is, whether 
we cannot, by additional protection, sell profitably 
abroad, as well as in the domestic market, the 
fabrics which we produce. 

This may probably be regarded as a new, as it 
certainly is a very interesting view, which this 
great national question begins, legitimately, to 
present. 

But, are its objects, Mr. Chairman, visionary or 
unattainable? If the uniform testimony of every 
nation which has ever existed, be not entirely de- 
lusive, and the experience of a thousand establish- 
ments in our own country, which have struggled 
into existence in despite of every species of depres- 
sion, ‘be not utterly fallacious, they are already 
within our reach. Packages of American goods 
are at this moment shipping to the South Ameri- 
can markets. The rise, indeed, and progress of 
these Southern Republics, may be regarded as par- 
ticularly auspicious to the policy I am advocating. 
Commercial treaties will shortly be concluded be- 
tween them and us; and, from the precedence 
which we had taken in recognising their inde- 
pendence, we shall constantly be entitled to the 
regard and privileges of the most highly favored 
nation. And, from the genius of their popula- 
tion, and the infinite variety of their productions, 
there is no question but that an extensive and 

rofitable market may be opened to our marine, 
if we will permit our merchants to adventure 
in it. 

Lam fully aware, Mr. Chairman, how lightly 
these remarks—speculations, if you please—are 
regarded by many, to whom they are add-:essed. 
But, I cinta and the House well remembers, 
when Congress was first petitioned to protect our 
cotton manufactures, with what keenness and de- 
rision the idea was contested, that we should ever 
be able, or at least for a long series of years, to 
manufacture such articles as profitably as we could 
purchase them. And yet, sir, in the shortest pos- 
sible period, shorter, indeed, than the most san- 
guine friend of the tariff could have ventured to 
predict or imagine, the muslins of India disap- 
peared, and our own fabrics, substantially better, 
cheaper, and equally abundant, forever superseded 
their use. And will not the same splendid results 
crown similar acts of legislation, for the protection 
of every article of legitimate manufacture in this 
country ? 

The progress which we have already made in 
manufactures, is a fact as surprising as it is con- 
gratulatory, if we regard for a moment the feeble 
protection which has been awarded them, and 
the difficulties which, at every step, they have to 
oppose and vanquish. Itis, seemingly, but yester- 
day—and, indeed, it is little more than thrice three 
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ears since, when it was as universally believed | which it has received 2 No, sir. It is an axiom 


throughout our country, that we are as incapable 
of competing profitably with the foreign manu- 
facturer, as of combating successfully the Mistress 
of the Ocean upon her own element. The success 
of Waltham, however, and unnumbered other 
establishments, which adorn the valleys and vil- 
lages of our country, have dissipated, effectually 
dissipated, the one delusion ; and the gallant Hall, 
triumphant over all his enemies, has forever buried 
the other, with the wreck of the Guerriere, in the 
depths of the Adlantic. 

[will now, Mr. Chairman, briefly examine, or 
rather, I will glance over, the principal objections 
which have been urged against the manufacturing 
system in this country. It has been denounced 
and held up to public odium, as a system calcu- 
lated to benefit the few at the expense of the many. 
Experience in every country heretofore, and in 
this country, as far as the experiment has been 
made, has proclaimed in the most unequivocal 
manner the inconclusiveness of the objection 

The spirit of the bill is, and its ultimate opera- 
tion must be, to destroy, (by multiplying rival 
establishments, ) not sustain monopoly ; to lessen, 
(by promoting competition,) not increase, inordi- 
nate profits; to advance the interests, not of indi- 
viduals, but of the community. And that such, 
indeed, will be its eventual operation, may be 
strongly, if not conclusively, inferred, from the 
hostility manifested towards it by the manufactu- 


rers themselves ; by the proprietors of such estab- | 


lishments as have been enabled, by means of large 
capitals, to withstand the shock of European com- 


gantes: and continue to realize profitable divi- | 


ends. And in fact, objections like the one under 
consideration, might be urged with as much force, 
and more propriety, against the navigation of the 
North, and the agriculture of the South, and 
every other great interest of this country, which de- 
pend upon the exclusive protection of the Govern- 
ment. 
destroys monopoly, and profitable markets insure 
abundance. And were it possible at this moment 
to exclude from our shores every article of foreign 


fabric, the material of which we possess in abun- | 


dance, there is scarcely a doubt, (such is the in- 
finite industry. skill, and enterprise of our citi- 
zens,) that in half a dozen years—nay, possibly in 
a much shorter period—we should be as cheaply 
and as abundantly supplied as at present. 


these ends by more progressive means. 

Another objection which has been urged, with 
great force and plausibility, against the manufac- 
turing system, is its supposed tendency to contract 
commerce, and of course to lessen the revenue. 
And this, indeed, Mr. Chairman, the impairment 
of the revenue, is the most formidable objection 
which the manufacturing system has ever had to 
combat on this floor, or in this country. Direct 
taxation, in all its forms, is so odious to the Ame- 
rican people, that, rather than submit to its exac- 
tions, they will tolerate any system of revenue, 
however ultimately ruinous it may prove. 


Yes, sir, in free communities, competition | 


But the | 
more correct policy unquestionably is, to obtain | 


| in political economy, utterly incontrovertible, that 


the interests of the revenue are advanced by what- 
ever tends to promote domestic industry and 
wealth. Such is the idea—its exact expression I 
have forgotten. Examples without number might 
be adduced in confirmation of this doctrine; but, 
fearful of trespassing upon the patience of the 
Committee, I cannot pause to collect them, and 
will merely observe, in passing, that manufactur- 


| ing establishments create—understand me, sir, 


create—purchasing communities of foreign produc- 
tions, which directly advance, in proportion to 
their population, the interests of the Treasury. 
The costly bonnets of Italy, and silks of France 
and China, find already an extensive market in 
our manufacturing districts. And the consump- 
| tion of the ordinary necessaries of tea, coffee, and 
| sugar, are doubled and trebled in a community 
| whose expenditures may be always accurately 
| rated by their capacity to purchase. And thus, 
| sir, the injury which the revenue sustains, by the 
| lessened importation of one article, (the article 
manufactured at home,) is fully, if not more than 
repaired, by the increased consumption of others. 
And such 1s, and must forever continue to be, the 
obvious and necessary operation of every legiti- 
mate manufacturing establishment in our country. 

Another objection to the manufacturing system, 
(and this is the last one which I shall notice,) is 
| its alleged operation upon the morals of society, 
in inducing vice and misery. 

Whatever truth this objection may have in its 

application to the limited extent of European 
countries, and the crowded and peculiar popula- 
tion of their cities, it is entirely lost in its bearing 
upon the manufacturing establishments of this 
/country, which are scattered over an immense 
| territory, and whose population bear, and will for- 
| ever continue to bear, a small relative proportion 
| to the rest of the community. 
Manchesters and Birminghams, those theatres 
upon which such fearful scenes of vice and misery 
| have been exhibited, we have no right to appre- 
hend will ever arise amongst us. Our immeas- 
urable territory forms our everlasting protection. 
Oppression may reach, but not permanently, the 
American laborer. He is a freeman, who pos- 
| sesses the right and capacity of changing his resi- 
| dence and employment whenever his disposition 
may lead him to pursue his happinesss elsewhere. 
For him there is a land of promise and refuge 
| blooming in the West. 

The European, on the contrary, is a a slave who 
is chained by the severest fate to a single spot, and 
compelled by the sternest necessity to pray for the 
wretched privilege of earning his daily and scanty 
subsistence. For him there is no transition but 
| from the workshop to the poorhouse—taere is no 
refuge but the grave. sk 

But, even in England, where this objection ap- 
| plies with its full force, and where man 1s exhibited 
in “ masses of misery,” as the suffering population 
of her manufacturing districts have been aptly 
| and strongly termed—yet even there, (unexpected 








But is the objection entitled to the consideration | as the fact may be) we are assured by her ablest 
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statists that vice and pauperism characterize more 
certainly her agricultural than her manufacturing 
population. Atany rate, it will not be denied, in 
our country, wherever such establishments have 
been successfully located, that, instead of vice, and 
crime, and pauperism gathering in their circles, the 
country has flourished around them, and the com- 
forts and independence of the people been con- 
stantly advanced. 

Why has the tide of emigration from New Eng- 
land ceased to flow? Is independence no longer 
to be won in the wilderness of the West; or, is 
its frontier still swept and desolated by the savage ? 
No, sir. The motive for emigration is extinguished. 
New England has become, or partly become, a 
manufacturing district, and the poor man has 
again found, around the home of his fathers, con- 
stant employment and liberal wages—those certain 
and inexhaustible sources of the happiness of in- 
dividuals, and the glory and wealth of nations. 

* * * * * * * * 

A few moments more, Mr. Chairman, and I 
will cease to trespass upon the indulgence of the 
Committee. 

The situation of our country is truly felicitous. 
Blessings, indeed, of every kind, surround us. 
Glory has crowned the past, and the future is 
glowing with the most brilliant destinies. Never 
were there institutions, in politics, more admirable 
than ourown. They embrace the wisdom of every 
age, and the perfection of every system; and, in- 
dependently of the blessings which we have cre- 
ated for ourselves, what has not the bounty of 
nature lavished upon us ? 

Our mighty rivers, our capacious bays, our in- 
land seas, indicate capacities for commerce which 
have never been surpassed, nor equalled. Our 
mountains abound with coal and iron—the agents 
and materials of our future manufacturing superi- 
ority ; and the extent and variety of our soil, pro- 
ductive in all the great staples of commerce, aided, 
too, by facilities for internal communication, which 
are as gratifying as they are unbounded, will for- 
ever distinguish our agriculture. + 

To promote the industry of this great nation; 
to develop its resources ; to mature, sustain, and | 
extend its existing interests and institutions, are | 
the objects of the present bill. 

_ Our manufacturing industry, let me repeat again, 
is no longer a subject of partial protection, or con- 
tingent legislation, but constitutes one of the great 
interests of the country, and is fully entitled to the 
most efficient and permanent protection. Let the 
bill, therefore, Mr. Chairman pass—pass without 
embarrassment or amendment. Go further, and 
resolve, from this moment, to exclude from your 
shores every species of foreign fabric which you 





— 


universally expressed, as they ever have been upon 
any question of great national expediency—and 
there is no state of prospective wealth and inde- 
pendence which we cannot reach ; there is no 
eminence of national power and glory unto which 
we will not attain. 

When Mr. H. had concluded— 

Mr. Tarrna.u, of Georgia, addressed the Chair, 
He expressed himself as fully sensible of the liber. 
ality and friendly politeness of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bay.igs,) in 
vielding the floor to him on the present occasion, 
The object of that gentleman was to take up the 
bill in detail, for the purpose only of changing 
some of its features. My object, said Mr. T.., is 
different. I am willing to receive this bill in no 
shape. I am therefore not inclined to enter upon 
the discussion of the propriety of any amendments 
that may be contemplated. I am altogether op- 

osed to the system which it is intended to up- 
hold ; and am desirous of testing, at once, the 
sense of this House, whether it is prepared to enter 
upon the policy, so boldly recommended upon this 
occasion, of encouraging our domestic manufac- 
tures by the imposition of duties completely pro- 
hibitory of foreign importations. His objections 
to this bill were twofold ; first, because of its oper- 
ation in relation to the people, generally, of the 
United States ; and, secondly, because of its bear- 
ing upon the particular district of the country 
from which he had the honor tocome. He would 
briefly state his general ‘objections to the policy 
upheld by this bill; and, in the course of the few 
remarks with which he would burden the atten- 
tion of the Committee, he would endeavor to take 
some slight notice of the arguments urged in its 
favor. In the first place, said Mr. T., I would re- 
mark that, to authorize us to pass this bill, gentle- 
men should not only convince us that it is caleu- 
lated to benefit the manufacturing interests, but 
they must also place it beyond a doubt that the 
other classes of laborers in our country will! not 
be injuriously affected. The capacity of the Gov- 
ernment to benefit may be unlimited. Not so its 
power to injure. It may have a right to advance 
the interests of manufactures. It can have no 
right to interfere with the prosperity, or check the 
progress of agriculture and commerce, particularly 
as the two latter cover a space, in importance, of 
incomparably greater extent. As far as he could 
inform himself, and as far as his reflection upon 
the subject extended, he was satisfied that, instead 


| of its being proved that the agricultural and com- 
mercial interests would not be injured, it was 
clear to his mind that the contrary would be the 
effect. Nay, sir, said he, 1 am satisfied that this 
| has already been the case to a partial degree; | 





can profitably manufacture at home. Nay, sir, go | know, at least, it has been so in regard to agricul- 
one step still further. And, as intimately and es- | ture, in the quarter of the country in which I re- 
essentially connected with your manufacturing | side. He could not, therefore, give his assent to 
policy, establish a liberal and enlightened system | the bill. On the contrary, he felt it his duty to 
of internal improvement, accommodated to your | raise his voice against it. He regarded it as un- 
immediate wants and commensurate with your | just and grievous; unjust, as it is partial legisla- 
future necessities; and which has been urged | tion, intended to benefit a few; and grievous, as 
upon your consideration by the voice and will of | it promises to seriously afflict the interests of every 
your constituents, as fully, and unequivocally, and | other portion of our community. No burdens 
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should be imposed but for the support of the Gov- | them alone. It is not necessary, in order that all 
ernment, and these should bear equally upon the | their warts might be supplied, and all their inter- 


‘ shoulders of all. Any other principle is oppres- | ests be defended, that gentlemen should officiously 


sive and unjust. If you give a bounty to one} interfere to compel a part to leave the active pur- 
class, you must take so much from the common | suits of husbandry for the purpose of sitting eross- 
stock. You cannot encourage all; for to take | legged upon a tailor’s board. Depend upon it, sir, 
from a common stock to encourage all, would be} (said Mr. T.,) the people of this country are sharp- 
preposterous. To be just, therefore, you must not | sighted enough to do what will conduce to their 
interfere. The attention of the Government must | benefit. There is no nation in the world having, 
not be directed to asingle object. Nineteen-twen-|to an equal degree, the individual intelligence, 
tieths of the people of this country are engaged in | enterprise, and calculating qualities of this nation. 
agriculture and commerce, either directly or indi- | The people of this country will never extend their 
rectly. Is it just, then, to pass a bill which shall | industry in any direction further than they may 
cramp their efforts, or lessen their profits, simply | find it conducive to their profit. If, then, the in- 
to benefit the remaining twentieth? Sir,said Mr. | terests of the country are arrayed in opposition to 
T., this is a matter of too serious consideration to} this manufacturing scheme, why should we at- 
be disregarded by this Committee. Gentlemen | tempt to aid its operation? When it becomes the 
may deny the fact of injury to these interests. | interest of this nation to become a manufacturing 
They may make long speeches in this House, and | nation, then will the object of gentlemen be ac- 
write long treatises out of it. But they will argue} complished. Gentlemen must wait until this na- 
and write in vain. ; tural effect is produced by the natural cause. It 
[ assert the fact of injury, and I do so upon the | is idle to attempt to force it. You might as well 
very best ground. I call upon gentlemen to show | attempt to compel from the tree the production 
me a single instance of the agricultural or com-| of its fruit at an immaturity of age, when nature 
mercial portions of our country acquiescing in | forbids it. 
such an opinion as they advance. Every man is| Where, sir, said Mr. T., is the necessity of tak- 
supposed to understand his own business best; and, | ing any step at all on this subject? Why are we 
if this maxim be correct, there can be no doubt | attempting an innovation upon the system which 
what effect a system of bounties and protecting | wisdom has hitherto pointed out to us? Look at 
duties will have upon these portions of the na-/ this nation—in infancy, indeed, yet with all the 
tional community. No, sir, the only proofs to the | strength of manhood—the growth of but a few 
contrary are to be found in the feeble whinings! years, and yet spreading over a vast empire, and 
and flimsy arguments of some of these very man- | enjoying in every portion of it plenty, if not opu- 
ufacturers themselves. Pass such an abominable | lence! Why should we change our policy ? Have 
bill as this, and depend upon it, sir, a whole nation | we not increased in population and in wealth in 
will thunder disapprobation in your ears. I say|a degree unexampled in history? And is this 
abominable, and hope that I may be permitted to | entirely owing to any great superiority of our cli- 
pronounce it so. ‘Those who know me, know [| mate or oursoil? Is France, is England, is Italy, 
am not inclined to be personally offensive upon | unblest in these particulars? No, sir; but France, 
improper occasions. It is not my fault, sir, (said| England, and Italy, want the happy influence of 
Mr. T.,) if, in condemning the fruit, the goodly | our free Government, and the bright sunshine of 
character of the tree also should be supposed to be | our liberal policy. We have none of their restric- 
implicated. The agricultural portions of our coun- | tions, none of their monopolies, and none of their 
try, as well as the commercial, have not been si-| aristocracies, that feed like a canker upon the 
lent on this subject. They have frequentiy laid | prosperity of their people. Adopt, however, the 
before you their strong protests against the system | system proposed, and, said Mr. T., it requires no 
upheld by this bill. And are we to dictate to them | prophet to predict that, in a few years, you will 
what measures shall be adopted to promote their | have each of these evils, and then your prosperity 
own interests? If our community could be com-| will be withered, and your country will be ruined. 
pared to a family of children, ignorant of their | Depend upon it sir, said Mr. T., we cannot with 
own good, and incapable of providing for their | safety attempt the diversion, by artificial means, 
own wants, then indeed it might be well enough | ofa part of the stream of labor, without materially 
to stretch forth the parental care of the Govern-| affecting the depth and force and utility of the 
ment. But, as freemen, we must acknowledge | whole stream. We must have an eye to the gen- 
that our Government is founded upon a contrary | eral interests of the country, otherwise we shall 
principle. We think the people capable of man-| find ourselves, like Spain, with the materials of 
aging their own concerns. Our Government is! wealth in our possession, yet poor, degraded, and 
an agency, not a guardianship. He would grant} impotent. Give space for the activity of every 
that it is the only Government established upon | branch of industry, and we may flourish ; limit it, 
such a principle. But itis no less true on that| we must decay. Enterprise is the very soul of 
account. Let the people, therefore, alone. When | industry; but enterprise must be unshackled—it 
they find they cannot live by agriculture or com-| must move through your country as free as the 
merce, let them try something else. But he en-| winds that visit it. : 
treated they might be allowed to do as they please.; It is not necessary for our prosperity that we 
If they prefer the plough to the shuttle, or the} should become a manufacturing people. Why 
spade to the needle, why, in Heaven’s name, let} should a different policy be pursued by nations, 
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from that pursued by individuals in society? Does} Mr. T. also thought every principle of policy 
every man weave his own stuff, and make his own | was opposed to the bill under consideration. 4 
coat? Does he tan his own leather, and make | strong reason against one of the principal feature, 
his own shoes? No, sir; we all gain by inter- | in the system proposed, is, that all competition j) 


changes of labor. To flourish as a nation, we | the market would be destroyed, consequently, th. 


—let others fabricate them. With them mechan- | does really seem to me, said Mr. T., that some 


ical labor may be cheaper. With us the agricul- | gentlemen, when acting in this Hall, are entirely 


need not do every thing. Let us furnish materials | purchaser would be at the mercy of the seller. |; 
tural pursuit may be the most profitable. Let us, forgetful of the plain common-sense principle 
therefore, employ them as our mechanics. Inj} which govern them at home, not only in their 
regard to the application of mechanical labor, said | private individual capacities, but as members o/ 
Mr. T.,[ have my doubts if we can ever cope with | the community. Is there one of you, said he, that 
ther. Foreign—that is, European—nations, have | is dependent upon a market for the daily supply 
a surplus premacion. This is not the case with | of your families, that would consent to give an 
us, and will not be, as long as we shall have im- | exclusive privilege of furnishing that market wit) 
mense forests still waiting for the axe of the hus- | meats and vegetables, to one or two monopolists, 
bandman. Mr. T. said it was the common cant | or, in short, to any limited number? Would you 
of the day to call every act in favor of manufac- | not strenuously oppose such an meee and, 
tures an act to promote domestic industry. Such | in short, do not the regulations of all your mar. 
a title was imposing: and although men of sense | kets, strictly guard against such a monopoly, and 
and discrimination were not to be won by names even go so faras to prevent persons from purchas- 
and titles, yet still, with the mass of the people, | ing any considerable quantity of articles, so as to 
such an idea was calculated to produce a feeling | materially affect the influence which a competi- 
favorable to the bill. Gentlemen, said he, would | tion mond produce? And, in the name of com- 
make us believe thata portion of the industry of | mon sense, where is the difference in this case? 
the country had been slumbering for years past, | The principle is the same. Principles are immv- 
and that it had been roused into action by their | table. The effect in that case, were these regula- 
exertions. Thisis not the case. Their exertions, | tions not enforced, would be to make you pay 
at best, only tend to give a new direction to in- | double for your supplies. The effect, in this 
dustry. It is taking from one class to add to | case, will be the same. Would you deem it an 
another. Itis perhaps making (or, if gentlemen | argument against such salutary regulations, that 
prefer the term, manufacturing) a sickly manufac- | a contrary procedure would certainly enrich the 
turer out of a sturdy husbandman. Keep away | few sellers in your markets? Would not you, 
the inducements which you would hold out, and | and the great mass of purchasers, feel indignant 
you leave to its free exercise the industry of the | at the suggestion ? But here, in this Hall, where 
one class; hold them out, and you encourage the | wisdom is most needed, forsooth, it must be least 
labor of the other. In either case, (taking the | used! The plain principles of common sense are 
correctness of the position as granted,) and you | here below our notice. We are too refined for 
find domestic industry exercised. The only differ- | these. We cannot condescend to use them. No- 
ence is in the subject of its application. | thing sublunary will answer for our purposes. We 
Mr. T. was also opposed to the bill from its| must have some splendid theory to govern us 
oppressive character. The imposition of protect- | here! 
ing duties operates as a bounty to manufactures.| Sir, said Mr. T., these fantasies should be ex- 
Now, sir, said he, the consumer, in every instance, | pelled from these walls. They are only calcu- 
pays thisamount. Where he consumes domestic | lated, by heating our imaginations, to mislead our 
articles, he pays it to the manufacturer; and, in | judgments. There is no essential difference in the 
addition to this, he is saddled with the expense of | two cases which I have just assimilated to each 
the Government. And who, pray, sir, are the | other. The subject to which you apply the prin- 
consumers? Or, in plainer terms, who form the | ciple for which eaniend: is precisely the same in 
great mass of your population? The manufac- | its character, only differing in extent—the one is a 
turers? No, sir. They form but an inconsider- | small community, the other a large one—the one 
able portion of your population. The benefit, | is a city, the other a nation. 
then, is enjoyed by the few, and the burden) Mr. ‘TT’. said, he confessed that he did not wish 
by the many? Is not this tyranny? Yes, sir; | to see the manufacturing interest thrive to any 
and tyranny of the most shameful kind! The | great extent in this country, even if it could do s0 
creation of these manufactories by legislative | without the assistance of the Government. The 
acts, and the forcing, as it were, this class , history of England, and the little experience we 
upon our national community, was as odious | have had in this country, serve to convince us 
in his view, and as grating to his feelings, as | that the benefit of such an interest is confined to 
would be the quartering and distribution of a mil- a very few. They reach not the mass of indi- 
itary body among a peaceable community. In | viduals employed in the pursuit, but are confined 
either instance, the feelings of the community are | to a few, a very few, capitalists. In fact, none 
in opposition. In either instance their integrity | but great capitalists can conduct the operations. 
is violated, their comforts are curtailed, and their | Galiean may deny this; they may say that 
interests are assailed. Both cases are equally ab- | great means may be required, yet the combination 
horrent to our nature as freemen. ‘of many individuals may furnish these. He would 
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| this class of the community with singular respect. | 


| repels (what he deems) the foul aspersion cast upon 
' a manufacturing community, and he points, as in | 


appealed to our own country for the truth of the 
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answer them, by saying, these will always dwin- 
die down in number toa very few, however nu- 
merous they may be at first. In fact, said he, a | 
large number of persons is not calculated to man- 
age any concern. It will always be the object to 











» reduce the number of proprietors as low as possi- 


ble, as who will confide in others as implicitly as 
himself? We all like to have as complete a con- | 
trol as possible over our own affairs. What is the 
consequence, then? The greater capitalists even- 
tually monopolize the whole. Now, sir, said Mr. 
T., it is the policy of our Government to discour- | 
age every thing which has a tendency to limit 
the possession of wealth toa few; yet this evil 
has always attended manufacturing countries. | 
He appealed to the present state of England—he 


remark. | 
The owners of these establishments will be | 
wealthy ; but who are the persons who will per- | 


for the fetid atmosphere of despotism than for | 
this free country—a poor, weak, servile set, ready | 
to go or come at the beck of each lordly proprie- 
tor; prepared to obey, in every particular, whe- 
ther to weave a yard of cloth or give a vote at an 





} election. A population, in short, as slavish, in re- | 


ality, as the negroes of the Southern States. The | 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Ho.comse) | 
appears to think differently. He seems to regard | 


He tells you that New England is, and has for | 
some time past been, a manufacturing nation ; he 


triumph, to the achievements of the gallant Hull! | 
Sir, said Mr. T., 1 fully sympathize with that gen- 
tleman in the feelings which he pours forth, and 
the admiration which he expresses in regard to 
this distinguished warrior. But, let me ask the 
gentleman, does he expect to find a Hull—does he | 
expect to find a hero of this gigantic mould with- | 
in the sickly circle of a manufactory? No, sir. 
He must look for him through the expansive fields 
of your agricultural community, or on the bound- 
less wave of the ocean! Genius or valor must 
not be fettered by restraints, or circumscribed in 
action. Sir, I shall not attempt to depict the pop- 
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daily, however, become less operative. The pres- 
ent state of the manufacturing class, in the larg- 
est manufacturing country in the world, affords 
of itself testimony, of this certain result, too pow- 
erful to be resisted. For my part, sir, said Mr. T., 
I could with pleasure witness the combustion of 
almost every manufacturing establishment as they 
may be erected. I might deeply sympathize in 
the loss of individuals. But the individual’s loss 
would be the public’s gain. 

Mr. T. had another objection to the encourage- 
ment of manufactories. It is their interest to pro- 
mote a war. A state of war is favorable to a 
more complete monopoly. They thrive must when 
the country suffers most. From the wealth of 


| their proprietors, their influence over the Govern- 


ment and its measures, would be as dangerous as 
it would be extensive ; and God help us, sir, said 
he, when a moneyed aristocracy (as a gentleman 
once forcibly remarked, on this floor,) is to “ ride 


| rough-shod ” over our country. 


Another effect of this system, is the influence 
which it will have in reducing our revenue, and 


|in introducing direct taxes—oppressive in their 


effect, and odious in their character. Mr. 'T. said 


| he must differ from some gentlemen, in regard to 


its influence upon our revenue. He was confident 
the calculations upon our revenue would fail, for 
he was sure the almost total exclusion of foreign 
articles must be the consequence. We must then 
resort to direct taxation; and, as the expenses of 
our Government are multiplying every year, we 
may expect to have a tax-gatherer daily spying 
upon the privacy of our dwellings. The train of 
evils, sir, will be great—direct taxation, serious 
injury to agriculture; the stagnation of our com- 
merce, and the consequent destruction of our 
navy! These are evils which, (with due defer- 
ence to others, who differ,) he could not think ex- 
isted merely in his imagination. And are we, 
said he, prepared to encounter them? He could 
easily understand how an individual should sac- 
rifice himself for the benefit of his country, but 


| the doctrine was not a good one, in his view, 


which required a sacrifice of a country for indi- 
viduals. Are we again, he asked—he emphati- 
cally asked—are we prepared to encounter these 
evils? Look at the extent of the public debt. It 


ulation which we should have in the event of our | is a disgrace to our country, and a standing libel 


country becoming filled with manufactories. I 
shall not attempt to draw the contrast between 
those wretches with which gentlemen are propos- 
ing to fill this nation, and the other classes of their 
countrymen, the sturdy yeomanry, who, during 


upon the economy of our Government. And do 
| we ever expect to pay this debt by extending boun- 
| ties to manufactures, and excluding the importa- 
| tion of foreign articles? If we do, said he, we 
must adopt a different kind of “sinking fund ” 





our late contest, breasted the invasion of our ene- 
my, and the brave and enterprising seaman who 
lighted up every sea with the splendor of your 
stars! Every one must see the difference which 
will exist—every one must see the degeneracy 
which will ensue. ‘The preservation of individ- 
ual independence among our citizens is essential 
to the continuance of our free institutions. If we 
have, as yet, in the Northern States, (aad I am 
willing to believe it,) escaped contamination, it is 
only because the agricultural influence is happily 
still greatly predominant. This influence will 


from that with which we have been so long gull- 
ing the good people of this country. 
Another objection to this system of bounties, or 
| prohibition of foreign importations, (for it is all 
the same thing,) is, that the Government cannot 
secure to the object intended to be benefited, the 
benefit intended. You may give bounty upon 
bounty—the State governments will impose tax 
upon tax—and where is this toend? The con- 
sumers of the articles manufactured, have not only, 
therefore, to give the manufacturer a profit for his 
labor, and to defray the expenses of the General 
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Government, but they have also to support the ex- 
ses of the State governments. As fast as your 
General Government confers a benefit, your State 
governments sponge it up by taxation. The fact 
already exists. The manufacturing establishments 
in our country are already taxed by their respective 
State governments. The sooner, therefore, we 
retrace our steps, the better. I am not so certain 
that the manufacturing establishments in our 
country require the aid which is now asked. 
They have many advantages over foreigners. 
The raw material is cheaper, the expenses attend- 
ing the shipping and unlading, and the freight, 
and insurance, are so much gain to them; and, 
besides this, the duties imposed for the support of 
the Government, (which are now greater than the 
revenue eet are added. These advantages, 
he thought, should be deemed sufficient ; and so, 
indeed, he was informed, they were. I am told, 
said he, the manufacturing interest does not need 
any thing further from the Government; and I 
am led to believe that those who are now calling 
for assistance, have either local difficulties to con- 
tend against, or are too impatient to be rich, to 
await the slow progress of a gradual laborious 
accumulation of wealth. The husbandman must 
“toil and sweat” for his daily bread, and must be 
contented with a very moderate profit; but these 
entry must, with a stroke of the political wand, 
ave a mine of gold at once at their command ! 
That some of these applicants for legislative aid 
stand in need of assistance, he could readily be- 
lieve; and that many of them want capital and 
industry both, he could easily suspect; but he 
would reply to them as he would to any lazy 
beggar, who relies more upon the aid of others, 
than upon his own industry and enterprise—he 
would say, “ f° and work, and if one kind of em- 
ployment will not support you, try another.” If, 
however, he was not mistaken in this particular, 
and that the manufacturers generally throughout 
our country were to be regarded as petitioners for 
a further extension of favors, it proved them to 
possess a degree of modesty truly remarkable! 
Just after the war, they prayed for relief; they 
ctype to your sympathy, and assured you they 
only wanted a law of temporary operation in 
their favor. That was granted. They next asked 
a continuation of that law—that was also granted; 
and now, emboldened by their success, they ask 
you for a further encouragement in the shape of 
additional bounty! And this, too, when it is un- 
deniable that, in all the establishments properly 
and ably conducted, the profits exceed those of 
any other description of labor in the country. He 
was credibly informed that such establishments 
yielded 7, 10, 15, 20, and even, in one instance, 
as high as thirty per cent! Neither the agricul- 
tural nor commercial interest of this country yields 
a profit of more than five per cent. The agri- 
cultural interest, in the quarter of the country in 
which he himself lived, does not yield that, and 
this is supposed to be the most thriving part of 
our agricultural community. He alluded particu- 
larly to the cotton planters on the seaboard of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 
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He really hoped that the Committee was no, 
prepared to treat this present unreasonable appli- 
cation in any other manner than with teaihes 
disapprobation. 

I am not, Mr. Chairman, said Mr. T., unfrieng. 
ly to all manufactories. To those which fy,. 
nished materials essential in a time of war {o, 
our national defence, I would extend every ne. 
cessary protection of the Government. The gep- 
eral interests of the country are here concerned 
and we ought all, therefore, to be willing to yield 
up something for their support. He would, how- 
ever, draw a strong line of distinction between 
the essentials, such as powder, cannon, and aris 
of every description, and the mere necessaries 
such as clothing and other materials of comfort, 
a scarcity of which might produce inconyepj- 
ence, but could not be fatal. 

Mr. T.. here took occasion to remark that the 
statement made by the honorable Chairman of 
the Committee on Manufactures, (Mr. Top,) of 
the comparative rates of the present and the pro- 
posed duties, was calculated to mislead a common 
observer. On a subject of such great national 
importance, and on which the feelings of the 
various parts of our country are so highly excited, 
he meter st but think it wrong to produce such 
a statement as had been presented, under the di- 
rection of the honorable chairman, as a manual 
for the use of the House. The statement presents 
a view of the subject in three distinct columns, 
under three distinct heads, viz. “ Present Duties,” 
“ Proposed Duties,” “ Rate of Additional Duty.” 
Now, for example, said Mr. T., with regard to 
coarse woollens, one would naturally look under 
the third column for the “rate of additional duty.” 
This is there given as “ one-fifth,” whereas, up- 
wards of 90 per cent. will be paid. Under the 
head of “ proposed duties,” indeed, are to be found 
the words “and minimum price of 80 cents per 
square yard.” But this is not sufficient; the cal- 
culation should have been extended out entire, 
and not in a partial manner. 

If the omission was unintentional, the care- 
lessness was culpable; and, if intended, it was 
uncandid, unjust, and highly reprehensible. 

I have now, sir, said Mr. T., stated my general 
reasons against the bill before us. I have, how- 
ever, some local considerations which weigh with 
me in strengthening my opposition to it. I must, 
therefore, intrude a few moments more upon the 
attention of the Committee. 

The operation of this bill, sir, would be oppres- 
sive in the extreme upon the southern district ol 
this country. I mean the slaveholding States. 
The articles which are most wanted by them, are 
those upon which the highest ad valorem duty 1s 
enfixed. I will instance coarse woollens and cot- 
tons, whose minimum value is made to bear par- 
ticularly upon the character of goods needed by 
the Southern planter. Iron and steel, articles ne- 
cessary for his plantation purposes, are also highly 
taxed—so, also, are cotton bagging and osnaburgs 
—the latter material being used by the planter for 
the summer clothing of his negroes. 


Such, sir, is the tendency of the bill before 
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you ; such will be its unjust pressure upon a por- | to bow down and humble myself before the “ gold- 
tion of the country already greatly distressed. | en calf!” 

This distress is not imaginary. Of its real exist- Mr. Chairman, (continued Mr. T.) I-will not 
ence any gentleman can readily satisfy himself by | trouble the Committee with any further remarks. 
casting his eye over the advertisements of any | If I have been deemed too warm, I hope my feel- 
Southern newspaper. It is felt, and sorely felt,| ings will be attributed to an honest source. I 
in every quarter, and by every class of agricul-| view the system which gentlemen are attempting 
turists, in the South. e do not, said Mr. T., | to establish, as subversive of the general interests 
complain upon slight occasion. No, sir, the South-| of the nation, and as cruelly oppressive to some 
ern States have never been querulous in their| portions of our country. I regard it as not only 


character. Whenever the national benefit has | impolitic, but tyrannical; and, where impolicy 


been the object, they have freely yielded up all| and tyranny are the prominent features of any 
that you have required. They went to war to! bill presented to this House, I trust it will not be 
rotect from search the merchant vessels of the | deemed incumbent upon any one to treat it with 
orth—they went readily to war to protect the | respect or forbearance. 
seamen of the North from British impressment.| I will close my remarks, sir, with moving to 
They could gain nothing local by the late war. | strike out the enacting clause of the bill now under 
The general national honor, and the local inter- | consideration. 
ests of the North, were all they yielded their; When Mr. T. had concluded— 
treasure for—were all they bled to preserve. You, Mr. A. Smyvru, of Virginia, said, he would con- 
heard no complaint during the war, you have | sider the bill in relation to justice, to policy, and 
heard none since, where the improvement of the | to the Constitution. And first, as to its justice. 
public revenue furnished the only ground for im- | The States, as to certain objects, are united ander 
posing additional burdens upon them. one Government; as to other objects, they are in- 
We have in the South no antipathy to the use | dependent of each other. They are independent 
of domestic articles. Furnish us with goods at | as to the administration of civil and criminal law, 
the same price with foreigners, and the people will | with certain exceptions, and entirely so, as respects 
| 





give you the preference. But it is impossible the | the management of agriculture and manufactures. 
Southern planter can ever afford to give you the | The measures of this Government should be such 
price at which you offer at present to furnish your | as will promote the benefit of all. If you take 
goods. Tocompel him, therefore, to buy at your | from a part of the people their liberty of acting as 
market, is tyranny ; and the taking advantage of | they think best, for the profit and advantage of 
his necessities to exact from him a higher price | another part of the people, you will act unjustly. 
than the value of the article, is robbery ; and rob- | That portion of the population of the United States, 
bery of the most impudent kind! What, sir, are | the produce of whose labor is intended for expor- 
we to have our property thus pitifully filched from | tation, whether it be cotton or lumber, tobacco or 
us? Are we to be stopped, as it were, upon the! potash, or furs, and who purchase the manufac- 
public highway of our industry, and robbed of our | tured articles which their necessities require, are 
little earnings? Will you adopt a system so | interested to sell for the highest, and purchase for 
fraught with distress to a whole country, to fatten | the lowest prices in their power. It is their inter- 
afew monopolists? Are you prepared, by passing | est that the foreign market shall be kept open to 





| 
} 
} 
} 
j 
| 


_ this infernal bill, to add to a poverty which is al- | 


ready wearing one portion of our country to the | 
bone, for the purpose of supplyirg the appetites of | 
afew pampered nabobs? Such a policy is dis- | 
graceful toa free people. It is inconsistent with | 
our institutions, and will be destructive of our 
happiness. And is it thought that we will tamely | 
submit to this treatment? No, sir, we cannot. | 
By Heaven, sir, we will not! The principle of 
compulsion is abhorrent to the nature of freemen. 
We must buy at the market pointed out tous! Sir, | 
said Mr. T., it isa tyranny which I pronounce exe- | 
crable, which it would be disgraceful in us to sub- 
mit to, and is disgraceful in others to attempt to 
inflict. Sir, said Mr. T., I cannot consent to be- 
come the victim upon which the greedy spirit of 
a moneyed aristocracy shall feed! No, sir, if lam 
to yield my liberties up, let it be to some man dis- 


tinguished for superior genius and generous am- | 


bition, whose views are not confined to the sordid 
accumulation of wealth ; let it be (if you please) 





to some foreign Napoleon, whose fame is decked 
with the splendor of a thousand victories? If I 
am fated to kneel before majesty, let me at least 
see something that] can admire; let me not have 





their productions, and foreign manufactures ad- 
mitted, to supply their wants, on the cheapest 
terms. By prohibitory duties, such as some of 
those imposed by the bill, you prevent importa- 
tions; and thus, foreign nations will be unable to 
purchase your exports. No nation can expect to 
be allowed to sell only, and not to purchase. 
Every nation must be content to barter; because 
no nation can support a trade with another, in 


| which nothing is received but specie. If, then, 


you prevent importations of foreign articles, you 
deprive those who produce articles for exportation, 
of their foreign market ; you confine them to the 
home market, where they must sell for less, and 
pay higher for the articies which they purchase, 
than they would have done, had you left commerce 
free. Sir, if you compel one part of the people to 
trade with another part of the people, and to sell 
for less, and give more, than the articles would 
bring if sold or bought in other countries, you treat 
them as it has been usual to treat the inhabitants 
of colonies. 

It has been said, by the honorable Chairman of 
the committee who brought in this bill, that the 
people of one-half of this nation are in distress, 
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For that, said Mr. S., I am very sorry; but I can- Sir, I consider the committee who brought jp 


——— 





not agree to relieve them by throwing their dis- | this bill as an unconstitutional committee. Showy 
tresses on the other half. Let them make some- | me your authority to encourage domestic many. 
thing for exportation ; manufactures, if you please; | factures. You have nothing to do with many. 
but do not sacrifice to their interest, the interest of | factures but to pass a law for giving up runaway 
their more fortunate brethren. Surely they may | apprentices; and nothing to do with agriculture 
compete with the foreign manufacturer, whose | but to pass a law for giving up runaway slayes 
articles are charged with freight, insurance, mer- | You have power “to lay and collect taxes, duties 
cantile profits, and duties imposed to produce the | imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide 
highest possible revenue. If our manufactures | for the common defence and general welfare of 
cannot bear a competition with foreign manufac- | the United States.” The power granted to yoy 
tures, thus burdened, their growth ought not to be | is a power to raise revenue for the purpose of ey. 
forced. Let us have no hotbed plants; and con- | ecuting your granted powers; not a power to im. 
fine our cultivation to those congenial to the soil | pose taxes to diminish the revenue, thereby to en- 
and climate. courage and protect domestic manufactures, |{ 
As to the policy of the bill. We may as citi- | you levy taxes for any other purpose but to raise 
zens favor domestic manufactures; and 1 deem it | revenue bona fide, you abuse your power. You 
commendable so to do; but here our duties are | have a choice of subjects of taxation, but, in every 
public ; and we should pursue the interest of the | tax, your object should be revenue. If, by the 
nation, and of the Government. It will, I pre- | imposition of the duties necessary to the raising 
sume, be admitted that an entire suppression | an adequate revenue, manufactures are encour. 
of foreign commerce would be a great evil; it | aged, it is a beneficial consequence. The Con- 
would annihilate our naval power. Now, if the | vention who formed the Constitution, have never 
entire suppression of foreign commerce would be | mentioned the subject of manufactures ; yet, they 
a great evil, I hold that every approach thereto | had under consideration a proposition to give the 
would be a lesser evil. Would you have us nei- | General Government a controlling power over 
ther to sell nor to purchase abroad? We will not | manufactures, which they appear to have reject- 
be permitted to sell only ; and our ships should be | ed. [Here Mr. S. read some passages from the 
allowed to bring home foreign cargoes, or the ne- | Journal of the Convention to show that such a 
cessary profits of the sailor and ship-owner will be | proposition was, with others, referred to a con- 
too much reduced; and they will withdraw from | mittee; that several of the other propositions, 
the ocean. which were referred with it, were inserted in the 
It has been said that a measure of this kind will | Constitution ; but this was omitted.] 
render us more independent of foreign nations.| Mr. Smyru made some remarks on the pros- 
The only desirable independence is an exemption | perity of Venice, Genoa, Holland, and England, 
from foreign authority. He who can supply his | which he attributed to commerce, and the supe- 
wants by purchase or barter is essentially inde- | rior freedom of their institutions. He said we 
pendent. You would not desire to be independ- | wanted no example of this kind. The prosperity 
ent of the mechanic for the clothes you wear. | of this nation had been unparalleled, without law: 
The mutual dependence of individuals is a pledge | restraining commercial freedom for the protection 
of good will. The mutual dependence of nations | of manufactures. He hoped that the enacting 
is a pledge of peace. clause would be struck out, and the bill rejected. 
Shall we sacrifice the revenue of the nation to| Mr. Camprevene, of New York, thanked the 
the interest of a portion of the people? Shall we | gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Hotcomez,) to 
sacrifice the public to private interest? Shall we, | whom he had listened with great pleasure, for 
by a power to raise revenue, destroy the revenue? | directing the attention of the Committee to the 
Shall we sacrifice the objects committed to us by | early history of this Government. In the pr- 
the Constitution, revenue, commerce, and the | ceedings of the Congress of 1789-’90, there were 
Navy, to an object which is not committed to us, | circumstances peculiarly applicable to the present 
and is never once mentioned in our grant of | question and to this discussion. We find the 
power? It would be political suicide. patriots of that day debating for days—nay weeks 
If you destroy the revenue levied on commerce, | together, whether the duty should be five or seven 
for the benefit of the manufacturers, you should at | and a half per cent. so cautious were they in legis- 
the same time impose taxes to raise an equivalent | lating upon the essential interests of their constit- 
revenue from manufacturers. If you destroy that | uents; so anxious to guard the rights and privi- 
portion of the revenue which arises from the im-|leges of their fellow-citizens from unnecessary 
portation of woollens, you should impose on the | encroachment. At the present day, gentlemet 
manufacture of woollens a duty to raise the same | talk familiarly of ninety and one hundred pet 
amount. I would regard the revenue as pledged cent. and of prohibitions! But the times are 
for certain purposes, and object to its diminution. | changed. The wise and deliberate legislation 0! 
If any part of it is abolished, some other subject | other days is no longer in repute. We are u0- 
of taxation should be substituted to produce the | consciously assuming magnificent attributes ; fan- 
same amount. |cying ourselves wiser than the ten millions 0! 
I will now consider whether the object of this ; freemen, whom we represent, we boldly undertake, 
bill is one which the Constitution authorizes you | by abrupt and violent laws, to conteel and direct, 
to effect. at our caprice, their capital, enterprise, and labor. 
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He again thanked the gentleman for reverting | condition of England, attentively ; had he looked 


to earlier times, for, since then, another important 
change had occurred in our legislation. The su- 
perintendence of commerce and manufactures was 
once cunfided to one and the same committee. In 
those times they marched hand in hand together. 
But now we have a Committee on Manufactures, 
which, not satisfied with the care of that branch 
ofindustry, with unsolicited liberality condescends 
to preside over, enlighten, and govern, the three 

reat interests of agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce. 

Mr. C. said he would further direct the atten- | 
tion of the gentleman to the period when the en- 
couragement of manufactures in this country was 
considered as incidental to the collection of reve- 
nue. In a revision of the tariff, the first object 
was revenue; the second, so to regulate it as to 
favor, wisely and moderately, the manufactures 
of the country. But now, for the first time, we | 
are presented with a tariff, which, so far from 
having a view to revenue, aims a direct blow at 
For the first 
time it is, with a full treasury, broadly proposed 





j 








| to tax the people of this country, for the sole pur- 


pose of fostering a few manufactures, and these 
acknowledged to be among the most flourishing 
branches of industry in the nation. 

I regret, said Mr. C., that, while the gentleman 
from New Jersey was eulogizing the beneficial re- 
sults of the restrictive system ; admiring the splen- 
did spectacles exhibited in foreign lands; and 
visiting, in his course, the numerous monarchies 
in Europe—lI regret, that, whilst he was ranging 
the elevations of the Pyrenees, he had not fora 
moment rested upon the Alps; that, while he 
mourned over ruined republics, he had neglected 
to notice free and happy Switzerland. The gen- 
tleman had contrasted the policy of Spain and 
Venice. He had enlarged upon the present ruined 
condition of Spain; but he had omitted to tell us 
what had become of the wealth and power of 
desolated Venice! 

The gentleman from New Jersey had particu- 
larly directed our attention to the splendid example 
England now presents to the world of the triumph 
of the restrictive system. The gentleman had 


| altogether mistaken the origin of England’s wealth 
_ and power, and he had omitted to tell us, that, 


through the agency of this very system, the wealth 
of the nation had been the more rapidly transferred 
from the mass of the people to the hands of a few; 
he had omitted to tell us that the weight of this 
artificial system, a system of excise and restric- 
tions, is now pressing heavily upon the middle 
and poorer classes of the people of England. I 
trust, said Mr. C., that we shall never see this 
nation exhibit such an unnatural association of 
splendor, wealth, and power, with misery, want, 
and taxation. Yet, sir, notwithstanding these 
fatal, but necessary consequences of excise and 
restrictions, are we constantly admonished to look 
at England, and to imitate a policy, productive of 
all the evils which can afflict and subdue man- 
kind. But, continued he, in relation to her wealth 
and power, had the gentleman marked the present 


to the existing foundations of her wealth and 
power, it might have occurred to him that all the 
consequences of her system are not yet revealed. 
It might have occurred to him that this magnifi- 
cent structure might vanish with the destruction 
of her artificial system, and leave her, on a larger 
scale, the picture of ruined Venice. 

The gentleman from New Jersey, said Mr. C. 
has reiterated the o/d argument, (repeated yester- 
day by the chairman of the Committee on Manu- 
factures,) that we are indebted to the tariff of 1816 
for the ample supply and low price of manufac- 
tures. 

Those who fancy themselves able to guide the 
destinies of nations, and to watch the approach 
of political storms with a prophet’s eye, believe 
that there is some magic in their laws, and attrib- 
ute to them alone the changes which are perpetu- 
ally occurring in the industry of nations. Ele- 
vated in their views, they overlook the simple, 
natural, and manifest causes, which lead evidently 
to the results they perceive. Thus it is, that gen- 
tlemen, in this instance, overlook the facts, that 
the raw material has fallen from thirty-three to 
ten cents per pound ; that the wages of the laborer 
have also diminished ; while the genius of Ark- 
wright has been gradually spreading its creative 
influence throughout the Christian world. This 
country was designed by nature, if ever country 
was, for this manufacture; the raw material is 
here in rich abundance, and the chief impediment 
to the prosperity of the manufacture had been re- 
moved, in the substitution of machinery for man- 
ual labor. He proceeded to observe, that the 
twenty-five per cent. minimum valuation of 1816, 
(whilst it created a monopoly, which Congress 
did not at that time intend,) was altogether need- 
less as an encouragement to the manufacture. 
But, said he, uselessly or not, the minimum valua- 
tion had been adopted; the faith of the nation 
was pledged to the manufacturers for its contin- 
uance. He would be now unwilling to abolish 
it, but he should have been more unwilling to 
have established it originally. Its existence had 
a tendency to keep the manufacture from falling 
as low in price as it would without it; and the 
ten to twenty per cent. annual dividend upon the 
capital employed, is proof incontrovertible that 
capital is still flowing into that channel, and that 

the supply of the manufacture is not equal to the 
demands of the country. 

But, granting all that gentlemen require—grant- 
ing that the tariff of 1816 has produced, of itself, 
this result, as to cotton manufactures, with what 
propriety can they urge it as an argument in favor 
of a prohibitory duty on woollens and linens. Is 
there a prospect here of a like success? Has ma- 
chinery been so entirely substituted for the labor 
of man in these manufactures? Have we the 
surplus population to authorize us to make the 
experiment ? Have the manufactures of woollens 
and linens, in other countries, sprang up like the 
cotton manufacture as it were in a day, under the 
genius of Arkwright? No, sir, they are the slow 
work of time and experience. Before gentlemen 
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tax the people of this country with duties of fifty 
and one hundred per cent. they would do well to 
deliberate on the experiment they are about to 
make—on the formidable and permanent monop- 
olies they are about to establish. 

But, let us waive all argument for a moment, 
and call the attention of the chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures to the bill itself, 
which is certainly at war with the very principles 
in which it is said to be founded. 

The object of the bill, as expressed in the tide, 
is “further to encourage certain manufactures.” 
Is, it to encourage the manufacture of cordage, 
that the chairman of the committee proposes 
nearly to double the duty on hemp, the raw mate- 
rial? Is this duty to encourage one of the most 
important and extensive manufactures of the coun- 
try, the main stay of commerce and one of the 
great instruments of war? Is it to encourage 
manufactures that it is proposed to double the duty 
on lead? Next we have bar iron, midway be- 
tween a raw material and a manufacture. In 
1790, Mr. Hamilton doubted the policy of impos- 
ing any duty at all on this article. It is used as 
a raw material in the most extensive and val- 
uable manufactures of the country ; for all imple- 
ments of agriculture and for ship building. Is it 
proposed to increase the duty on bar iron, to en- 
courage these essential manufactures ? 
unnecessary to go further into detail. He would, 
however, suggest to the chairman of the commit- 
tee, the propriety of amending the title of the bill, 


that it might accord with its principles and pro- | 


visions. That it might be entitled “A bill for 


It was 





aie 
ruptcy and ruin by the exportation of specie {) 
the East, and the balance of trade! In urope 
and particularly in England, rapacious Minister, 
have, from time to time, made use of these super. 
stitions to impose additional taxes on the people 
Here they have been introduced to answer th, 
purposes of personal ambition and individual jp. 
terest. Their consequences might be fatal to oy, 
Confederacy ; exciting an unnatural jealousy bp. 
tween the North and the South—between our fe). 
low-citizens in the West, and those on our Atlap. 
tic border; creating perpetual hostility betwee, 
brethren of the same great family, who shoul; 
es their labors in harmony and fellowship, 

r. C. proceeded to observe, that it must be jy 
some measure idle to speculate on the exchange 
between two countries, in one of which silver \ 
the currency established by law; while in the 
other it is a mere article of merchandise. Th» 
existing premium upon specie bears no proportion 
whatever to the existing and nominal rate of 
exchange. 

But our specie is leaving us. Gentlemen dono 
perceive that specie is performing eternal circles 
in executing the offices of trade throughout the 
world. They lament its departure from the coun. 
try, but never inquire whence or how it came 
hither? They seem to derive no consolation from 
the knowledge, that the specie we have, whatever 
be its amount, was obtained through the agency of 
that commerce whose interests and rights this bill 
proposes to trample upon. 

But the most alarming evil we have yet to no- 


| tice—the balance of trade. It is unnecessary, said 


the further encouragement of certain manufac-| Mr. C., to fatigue the Committee with detailing 


tures, and for the destruction of many.” 
And what, sir, said Mr. C., are those weighty 
causes which have produced this call upon the 


| the manifold errors of those who undertake to ruin 


the nation, through the frightful agency of this 
apparition ; and he would leave it, with a remark 


House, at a moment of profound peace, of gen-| or two. According to this novel system, we are 


eral prosperity, and with a full Treasury, to tax 
the people of the United States, further to encour- 
age branches of industry, the most flourishing and 
profitable in the country ? 


the verge of ruin; that exchange is against us; 
that our specie is rapidly leaving us, and that 
there is an alarming balance of trade. We are 
deluged with the essays of those devoted to the 
cause of manufactures, to persuade us that nothing 
but the intervention of Congress can save the 
country from approaching ruin. And these grave 
arguments were yesterday reiterated by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Manufactures. This, 
sir, is not the first nation which has been ruined 
by these apparitions. These speculations on spe- 
cie and the balance of trade are among the super- 
stitions of mankind; they have occasionally, for 
two centuries, afflicted even statesmen with the 
most gloomy apprehensions. There is no novelty 
in the lamentations of the day. If the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Top) is fond of such 


| n th We are, with pro- | 
phetic gravity, informed that the country is on | 





debited with our imports, and credited with our 
exports. The entire value of the commerce of the 
nation is omitted in the account. And who, but 
one inspired, can estimate, with accuracy, the 
millions which commerce is annually adding to 
the wealth of this nation, through its labor, its 
freights, and its profits? Who can estimate the 
value of all these to the most enterprising of cou- 
mercial nations? These millions, which it 
impossible even to estimate, are annually added 
to the amount of our returns, and, according to 
the theory of gentlemen, augment the balance 0! 
trade against us. In a ratio to the increased ac- 
tivity and prosperity of our commerce, is this u0- 


' favorable balance of trade oe augmented. 
| Thus, by a singular perversion of al 


calculation, 
the signs of our prosperity are changed into alarn- 
ing omens of approaching ruin to the nation. !0 
years of peace and prosperity, this nation has al- 
ways, in the aggregate, imported more than it has 
exported ; and such must inevitably be the case 
with every nation, where commerce is worth put- 


researches, he will find the originals in many a| suing. 


French and English quarto. 


France, impover- | 


But these, said Mr. C., were unprofitable spec- 


ished, desolate, and wretched, at the close of the | ulations; and he should not have indulged even 
wars of Louis XIV., is on by one grave his- | in these remarks upon them, but for the persever- 
tto this verge of bank-! ance with which they had been again enlisted 10 


torian to have been broug 
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the debate. ‘These are not the serious arguments 
against which we have to contend ; we are called 
upon, said he, by an cuthority, and one which he 
highly respected, by the highest authority in the 
nation, to tax the people of this country with a 
system of restrictions, because, however wise in 
he abstract, other nations will not adopt the free 
system. What he deemed to be the error here, 
js not in this maxim, but in the application of it, 
as he would show, to the bill to which reference 
was made. 

As this, continued Mr. C., is the boundary be- 
tween the two parties, and as we here approach 
the point on which the question turns, he would 
ask the particular attention of the Committee. It 
was the more important, because the best interests 
of the nation depended upon a wise discrimina- 
tion between two classes of restrictions, which 
gentlemen were perpetually blending together, al- 
though they were entirely different in their oper- 
ations on industry. 

Sir, said Mr. C., there are two classes of restric- 
tions: the one, external in its character, and de- 
fence—the other, internal, and offensive. He was 
very far from contending against the propriety 
and wisdom of the first class. It is one of the 
great duties and attributes of every government, 
to watch over the interests of the nation confided 
to its care; and whenever a foreign government 
passes a law, or issues a decree, calculated to agi- 
tate the industry of our country, or to throw its 
capital or labor out of existing into new channels, 
it becomes our duty, as it is unquestionably our 
right, to meet such law or decree with rigorous 
and prompt restrictions. But gentlemen are bound 
to show us this foreign law or decree, when they 
call on us to perform this duty. Whenever they 
do so, we shall be ready to go with them hand in 
hand; we shall never be behind them in any mea- 
sure truly intended to protect the industry of our 
country from injury, through the act of any for- 
eign government. And now let us apply this 
well-established principle to the bill in question. 
What are its prominent features? A large in- 
crease of duties is proposed on iron, hemp, and 
woollens. Had the high authority, to which he 
had referred, communicated to the House the 
knowledge of any foreign decree or law, touching 
these articles ? as the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures the knowledge of any such 
decree orlaw? There is no such decree or law 
in existence. And yet we have been called upon 
to adopt these measures, which nothing but some 
such necessity could require or warrant. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to show what were the 
laws of Russia, Sweden, and England, relating 
to hemp, iron, and woollens. Russia, said he, 
grants no bounty; she charges, whether wisely 
or unwisely, an export duty on hemp. Sweden 
grants no bounty, but charges an export duty on 
iron. The very reverse of the causes which should 
authorize counteracting restrictions. England 
grants no bounty on woollens; and there is no law 
or decree of England granting a bounty on any 
one article embraced in this tariff. The bounties 
on linens and glass are of ancient date; some as 


Ct, 


old as the reign of Queen Anne; and these 
the British Government would willingly abolish, 
but it cannot. But, even if it could shown 
that a bounty was granted, he should contend it 
was for the benefit of this country, unless it was 
under a new act, and calculated to disturb some 
existing branch of industry in our own country. 
He again called on gentlemen to point out the 
foreign act or decree calculated to disturb any ex- 
isting branch of industry in the country, and he, 
for one, should be ready to meet it. Such would 
be of an external character, and strictly within 
the province of the National Government, whose 
right and duty it was, he repeated, promptly to 
counteract every hostile movement of a foreign 
government. 

But when a foreign people, without the assist- 
ance of their government, simply through the 
agency of nature, or from the experience of ages, 
from their wealth or population, are enabled to 
supply our wants at a cheaper rate than they can 
be supplied within our own country, it would, he 
submitted, be unwise in us, as legislators, to at- 
tempt the unprofitable experiment of creating or 
sustaining the home supply, through the instru- 
mentality of restrictive or prohibitory laws. Here 
we leave the class of defensive and wise restric- 
tions behind us; we reach the class of offensive 
and unprofitable restrictions. It is not upon for- 
eign governments we make war; but we com- 
mence a speculative and blind warfare upon the 
knowledge, ingenuity, enterprise, and industry of 
mankind; and the expense of this experimental 
war we raise by heavy taxes upon our fellow-citi- 
zens. This is that famous system of internal re- 
strictions, which favors some branches of industry 
at the expense of others, and capriciously transfers 
capital and labor out of existing into new em- 
ployments; and this is the essential principle of 
the bill in question. Gentlemen should recollect 
that the industry of the country is at all times 
sufficiently agitated by the natural and political 
vicissitudes incident to nations, and that the ab- 
rupt transfers of capital and labor, the consequence 
of these agitations, ought never to be multiplied 
by legislation. Such is the experimental system 
—a system harmonious with the forms of Euro- 
pean governments, springing from, and matured 
through a necessity for taxation. 

But, said Mr. C., whatever may have been the 
system of practice of European monarchies in this 
novel mode of sporting with the rights and prop- 
erty of men, we should recollect that we are legis- 
lating for a confederacy of free States, associated 
for the purpose of common defence. He was not 
disposed to discuss the meaning of words, or to say 
much of constructive or incidental powers. He 
was aware that all Constitutional doubts were 
generally received by the House with levity. He 
regretted to see it; he regretted that, in the short 
term of thirty years, there seemed to have arisen 
an increased desire to enlarge the powers of the 
National Government. He would remind gen- 
tlemen, who were disposed to indulge in this mag- 
nificent scheme of Government, that, during the 
short period of our political existence, we had wit 
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nessed the growth of many incidental and con-| with the present. In ’89, sir, we had but jus 


structive powers, of a gigantic form. He would 
warn those who were disposed to give this crea- 
tive character to the Constitution to forbear, lest 
the weight of these mighty limbs should bear down 
the venerable trunk, hue whence, we are told, 
they derived their origin. He believed with the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Smyrus,) that it 
was never contemplated by the framers of the 
Constitution to confer on this confederated Gov- 
ernment the absolute power to make one section 
of the Union tributary to the other, or to bind the 
Atlantic States in a vassalage to those which 
might arise in the West. Had the broad princi- 
ples now assumed been advocated in the Conven- 
tion which framed our Constitution, we should 
not now be assembled to deliberate or legislate. 

This is an untimely call upon the nation to 
make sacrifices for the benefit of particular branch- 
es of industry. The lamentations which we hear, 
are but the subsiding echoes of the calamities in- 
cident to war. Agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce, were necessarily subjected to the agi- 
tations arising out of the former restrictions, the 
violent convulsions of our late war, and the ab- 
rupt transition from war to peace. When peace 
returned all were depressed ; But all are now rapid- 
ly recovering under its genial influence, and the 
industry of the nation is gradually approaching 
that regular and settled character, whieh most con- 
tributes to the happiness and wealth of the nation. 
It is not necessary for us to disturb the people of 
this country, by furnishing new inducements to 
speculation and ruin. No revision of the tariff, at 
least on the principles recognised in this bill, is 
required by the country. We have been constantly 
changing and augmenting our duties during the 
last thirty years; this fluctuating policy is inju- 
rious to all classes. All that our manufacturers 
require is more uniformity and stability in legis- 
lation—the rate of duty is not so important as its 
permanency. 

He trusted the Government would guard the 
rights and interests of every branch of industry in 
the nation; that it would ever continue what its 
framers intended it to be—parental in its charac- 
ter; and that it never would become, by an abuse 
of its powers, express or incidental, absolute and 
despotic. 

hen Mr. C. had concluded— 

Mr. Burrows, of Connecticut, rose and ad- 
dressed the Chair, as follows: 

Sir: I rise for the purpose.of replying to some 
remarks that have been made by several gentlemen 
who have spoken against the bill now under con- 
sideration. The gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. CaMBRELENG,) who has just resumed his 
seat, has told you what passed in Congress in 
1789, when engaged in discussing a similar sub- 
ject. They spent days or weeks in deciding whe- 
ther a duty of 5 or 7 per cent. should be laid on 
imported fabrics. If we are to judge of the merits 
of this bill, by comparing its provisions with the 
doings of Congress at that time, I think it would 
be proper at the same time to consider the relative 
situation of our country at that time, compared 


ey 


~—— from a colonial degraded state. It is q 
fact, known to every gentleman of this Committee 
that when we were under the laws of England 
we were prohibited from engaging in any business 
that would have a tendency to render us less de. 
pendent on the mother country. We were, sir, at 
that time, under the necessity of importing the 
most of our clothing, and a great variety of other 
manufactured articles. Our population was small; 
we were destitute of artists, and also of most of 
the raw materials necessary. But what, sir, is our 
present condition ? Has not our population great] 

increased? It must be acknowledged, sir, that 
we now possess the most ample means to furnish 
ourselves with the most essential articles in com- 
mon use, instead of importing them from foreign 
countries. 

Sir, we can better understand what the views 
of our Government were at that early period, by 
referring to their public acts. When Congress 
sat in New York, under the Administration of that 
man who we all acknowledged was first not only 
in gaining, but maintaining our liberties, viz; 
WASHINGTON, it was ascertained, by a company 
in New York, engaged in the manufacturing of 
wool cards (which, at that time, was a great 
article of importation) that a sufficient quantity 
might or could be made to supply the market. A 
representation was made to Congress, with a re- 
quest to lay a duty on that article, and that, with 
a view to protect and encourage our own manv- 
facturersof that article. This request was granted. 
A duty was laid, amounting toa prohibition. The 
same protection was extended to those engaged in 
the manufacturing of hats. All this was done, 
sir, with a view to promote the best interests of 
our country, and these facts go to prove that Con- 
gress, at that time, entertained the views now en- 
tertained by the friends of this bill. The gentle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. TatrTrNaut,) has acknowl- 
edged the propriety or necessity of our making 
cannon, muskets, &c., and why does he concede 
this point? He tells you these are indispensable 
to the carrying on a war against our enemies. | 
will inquire of that gentleman whether clothing 
for our soldiers is not as essential as arms and 
other munitions of war. I think, sir, this is a 
given point. Then, sir, permit me to call the at- 
tention of this Committee toour situation when the 
last war commenced, and ask whether we could 
have sustained the war, or clothed our army and 
navy, without the aid of domestic goods? Was 
not Congress fully apprized of this circumstance ! 
Under these views, did they not present every in- 
ducement to encourage our enterprising citizens to 
engage in business so indispensable to our existence 
asanation? At the same time it was believed 
our Government stood pledged to protect those 
establishments against foreign competition in time 
of peace. Whether these men who thus confided 
in the Government for protection did realize what 
they had just cause to anticipate, I will leave to 
themselves to decide. Gentlemen who oppose 
this bill, say such laws are both impolitic and 
unjust. In the first place you would diminish or 


So a ay ae Se ee 


Se eee ey 


SW en eet oe 


sii 





769 


—_—_—_— 


JaNUAI 


= 


injure | 
not Co! 
depend 
very ret 
in the 
ury ha 
You W 
direct | 
was th 
count. 
ury no 
discou! 
vantag 
resorti! 
could 
that ot 
sir, for 
sinew 
when 
belove 
suspen 
forgot 
which 
sir, in 
dence 
nation 
portio 
tercou 
me to 
their 
jealou 
emané 
come 
Euroy 
excite 
tyrant 
tres o' 
These 
itate, 
count 
Chan 
ican. 
I und 
adopt 
our § 
told, 
great 
this 
I wo 
the | 
their 
jecti 
aws 
to pr 
duty 
Aad 
any 
A 
whe 
he n 
of 1 
or € 
artic 
does 
as f 
the | 








68 


23, 


just 
IS a 
tee, 
nd 
ess 


at 
the 
her 
all: 
of 
ur 
tly 
lat 
sh 


gn 
ws 


PSS 
lal 


at 
ity 


re- 
th 


u- 


le 


t- 


2 RE eT SR anaes 


769 


i 
January, 1823. 
eo 
injure your revenue. I think, sir, gentlemen will 
not contend this isa very permanent source to 
depend on for revenue ; our experience, sir, has 
very recently tested this point. When we engaged 
in the last war every stream by which your 'Treas- 
ury had been replenished was at once dried up. 
You were reduced to the necessity of laying a 
direct tax, and of issuing a paper currency, which | 
was thrown into market and sold at a great dis- 
count. If lam not mistaken, in some cases Treas- | 
ury notes were put off at a sacrifice of 20 per cent. | 
discount. Loans were made on the most disad- 
vantageous terms for Government. And, sir, after | 
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war? And, in the event of another war, this 
would be the case again. Sir, to me it is very 
evident there is a mutual interest between the 
manufacturer and the planter: By protecting and 
encouraging the one, you promote the interest of 
the other. The gentleman from Georgia has 
made use of very strong expressions. He says this 
is an infernal bill. He also tells you the people 
will not submit to such laws. I have no fears, 
sir, on this subject. The same gentleman has 
felt himself at liberty to speak in the most disre- 
spectful terms of those inhabitants who live in the 
vicinity of or around those manufacturing estab- 


resorting to every means, that our wisest men | lishments. He represents them as being a low 
could devise, it was with the greatest difficulty | degraded class of beings, and would seem to in- 
that our Government could be supported, and that, | sinuate that they were hardly entitled to enjoy the 
sir, for the want of money, which is said to be the | least privileges. I must, sir, claim the right of 
sinew of war. I well remember the time, sir, | disagreeing with that gentleman on this subject. 
when a very dark cloud was suspended over our | I have the honor, sir, to come from a district of 
beloved country. Fora time we were in awful | country where there is quite a number of such es- 
suspense, as to theissue. Have gentlemen so soon | tablishments. The people are so far from being 
forgotten those scenes of danger and peril from | what that gentleman represents them to be, that, 
which we have but recently escaped? Are we, | indeed, they are quite the reverse. They are, 
sir, inno danger of another war? Is any confi- | generally, a sober, industrious, moral people, and, 
dence to be placed in the friendship of foreign | in my humble opinion, as honorable and deserving 
nations? Do they regard our rights, sir, in pro- | of esteem as those among whom the gentleman 
portion to the benefits they derive from our in- | himself lives. 
tercourse or trade with them? No sir; permit! When Mr. B. took his seat, the Committee rose. 
me to say, those proud monarchs, now seated on | Mr. Cook, of Illinois, has the floor for to-morrow. 
their tottering thrones, watch you with a very | 
jealous eye. The principles of liberty which have | 
emanated from this land of freedom, and have be- | Fripay, January 31. 
come so disseminated through the nations of | Mr. Witttams, of North Carolina, from the 
Europe, have not only aroused the fears, but have | Committee of Claims, to which was referred the 
excited the jealousies and indignation of those | bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the 
tyrants who at this moment sway their iron scep- | relief of Samuel Walker, and others,” reported 
tres over so many millions of men made to be free. | the same without amendment; and it was com- 
These avowed enemies of liberty would not hes- | mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 
itate, were it in their power, to conquer your; Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Pensions 
country, and deprive you of all your liberties. Mr. | and Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred 
Chairman, I feel for my country: Iam an Amer- | the bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the 
ican. I will contend, on tnis floor, sir, for what | relief of the legal representatives of James Mc- 
I understand to be our dearest rights. I would | Clung, deceased,” reported the same without 
adopt such measures as would best comport with | amendment; and it was committed to the Com- 
our safety and independence. But, sir, we are | mitte of the Whole, to which is committed the 
told, by passing this bill into a law, you will do | bill for the relief of John Craine. 
great injustice to a large portion of the people of | The Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
this country. Did [ believe this, Mr. Chairman, | Claims were discharged from the further consid- 
I would not support the bill. I would be one of | eration of the petition of Eleazer Scott, and it 
the last to deprive any portion of our citizens of was referred to the Committee of the Whole to 
their rights. Permit me, sir, in reply to this ob- | which is committed the bill concerning invalid 
en to make some inquiries. I would ask, if | pensioners. 
aws of a similar character have not been passed | Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, from the Committee 
to protect the planter? Is there nota very heavy | on Private Land Claims, made a repost on the 
duty on imported tobacco, on sugar and cotton ? | petition of Joseph Vidal, accompanied by a bill 
Aad yet, we are told, no protection is afforded to | for the relief of the legal representatives of Jacin- 
any others but the manufacturers. _tha Vidal, Thomas Thompson, and Margaret 
Again, sir, permit me to ask the grower of wheat | Thompson; which bill was read twice, and com- 
where he finds the best market for flour? Must | mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 
he not say in New England? I will also inquire; The resolution of Mr. Jenninas, submitted 
of the cotton planter if he has any better market, | yesterday, calling on the Secretary of the Trea- 
or even so good as at home, for as much of that | sury, in relation to the collateral security obtained 
article as is wanted to supply our factories? and | in 1821, for $168,453, deposited in the Vincennes 
does not that demand increase in the same ratio | Bank at the time of its failure, the character of 
as factories increase? Indeed, sir, was not this | such collateral security, &c., was considered and 
the only market the cotton planter had in the late | adopted. 


17th Con. 2d Spss—25 
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Mr. Ranxktn’s resolve, also laid on the table 
yesterday, requesting of the President information 
concerning titles and claims to land in Florida, 
was likewise taken up, and agreed to. 

Mr. Wricut moved that the daily hour of 
meeting of this House be twelve o’clock, instead of 
eleven, as recently agreed upon; which motion was 
decided affirmatively—ayes 75, noes 39. 

The future meeting of the House will be at 12 
o’clock, M., until further order thereon. 


On motion of Mr. Laturop, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were directed to consider the 
expediency of enlarging the terms on which the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, under the 
fifth section of the act, passed March 3, 1807, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for the redemption of the 
public debt,” — purchase that portion of the 
public debt which will become reimbursable on 
the ist day of January, 1825. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions were in- 
structed to consider the propriety of placing the 
name of Benjamin Trim on the pension roll. 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, containing 
the information called for by the resolution of the 
24th instant, in relation to the seventh section of 
the act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” passed the 20th of April, 1818, and in 
relation to an abolition of certain ports of entry ; 
which letter was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


An engrossed hill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of James Morrison, of Kentucky,” was read 
the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for the erection of a monument over the tomb 
of Elbridge Gerry, late Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States,” in which they ask the concurrence of 
this House. 

The bill was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury, transmit- 


ting a list of balances standing on the books of the | If it is true, that individuals will ever devote their 
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Mr. Mattary, of Vermont, addressed the Chai; 
as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: I feel diffident in participating 
in this debate. It has been very clearly intimated 
that the question before the Commitee could }, 
understood only by those whose education wa; 
derived from the counting room. I feel embar. 
rassed at the declaration which has been made 
that no reliance should be placed on Official state. 
ments of the condition of our agriculture, cop. 
merce, and manufactures. Although exact intel. 
ligence cannot, in all cases, be expected, yet, | 
must prefer the facts thus disclosed, to the opin. 
ions of any individual, however intelligent. [/ 
these statements are wholly fallacious, we might 
forever despair of arriving at truth. 

The Committee are not now called upon to 
adopt a new principle in legislation. It is to de. 
cide whether good policy does not demand thai 
further encouragement should be given to agri- 
culture and manufactures. Measures have been 
heretofore proposed, to which I could never give 
my assent. It seemed to me that they would 
have destroyed those interests which they were 
intended to promote. It seemed to me, that not 
only commerce would have suffered, the revenue 
would have been in danger, but the manufactur- 
ing establishments themselves would have become 
the victims of legislative imprudence, had those 
measures been adopted. 

That something should be done, appears to me 
evident. 

I approve of most of the provisions of the bill 
before the Committee. They are moderate, and 
adapted to those important branches of manulac- 
turing, for which this country affords the greatest 
facilities. Their effect must be mild—they can 
produce no convulsive shock among the different 
interests of the country. 

The maxim, that individual industry and eo- 
terprise will naturally seek their own most profit- 
able employment, has been most strenuously main- 
tained by the opposers of the bill. ‘!t has been 
considered a law of nature which should be ever 
held inviolable. But it appears to me unsound, 
both in theory and practice. It has been explo- 
ded by this nation and by every other on the globe. 


Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, which have re- | labor and industry to that employment which is 
mained unsettled, or appear to have been due more | the most advantageous, and in a manner the most 
than three years, prior to the 30th of September | judicious and profitable, it surely would be absurd 
last; which was read, and ordered to lie on the | to employ any moral or legal power to produce 4 
table. change. oe exercise of a moral power to _ 
: | industry from its natural and accustomed chap- 

NEW TARIFF BILL. | nels, is as much to be condemned in principle, as 

The House then again resolved itself into a an act of legislation. The agricultural societies 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the in every part of the Union afford evidence, thal 
Union, on the bill providing for the more effectual] the doctrine of political economy, to which I have 
protection of domestic manufactures, being the | alluded, is abandoned in practice, What is their 
unfinished business of yesterday. | great and noble object? Is it not to divert indus- 
Mr. Cook, of Illinois, gave his views at consid- , ty from a course which it would pursue if leli 
erable length, in favor of the proposed bill, on | alone, and direct it to another course more advab- 
grounds of the general utility to the Union, of en-| tageous? Is not public and private character— 
couraging domestic manufactures, and the Con- | are not the sciences and arts all combined to change 
stitutional right of Congress to make the contem- | the objects to which individual industry is applied, 
plated arrangement of duties. or to improve the manner of its application? Butt! 






















cider 


char 


try 1 
ploy 

n 
let, i 
surre 
zens 


the ] 
Sout 
tecti 
Did 
appl 
emp 
bout 


cont 


ben 
adv 
adv 
anc 
che 


lab 
to’ 
life 

ro 

ee 
tio! 
the 
me 
val 


tur 
cot 
fin: 
Sol 


tat 
the 


ize 





i 
: 








773 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 774 
— #@&#& New ‘Tarif Bill. aa i H. OF R. 








the individual is the best judge, in all cases, of the | Are we more in danger of aristocracy from a pro- 
object upon which he shall bestow his labor, all | tection of hemp and iron than we have been 
interference from any quarter must be erroneous. | from the protection of navigation—of cotton and 
If enlightened individuals are capable of produ- | tobacco? 
cing a salutary change in the direction of indus-| Our past condition, Mr. Chairman, has been 
try, may not the Government often interfere with | truly represented as deplorable. The cause is often 
advantage ? Through the medium of commerce, | declared to be found in the want of a proper en- 
the industry of one nation is necessarily affected | couragement of domestic manufactures. In this 
by the industry of another. The extent of this |I cannot give my full concurrence. It may ap- 
must be better known to a vigilant government, | pear presumptuous in me to make the attempt to 
than to the people at large. One nation may so | explain some of the causes of our past misfortunes 
late its own trade and industry as to operate | and embarrassments. As they seem by many to 
to its own advantage and oppressively on another. | have an important bearing on the question, I hope 
In such case the government of the injured nation | my efforts will be excused. Great and sudden 
alone can afford protection. The industry of our | changes in the policy of a commercial nation must 
own people ought to be preferred to that of other | ever derange the common pursuits of the people. 
countries, in proportion as we esteem our fellow- | The impression upon capital and industry is gen- 
citizens above aliens and foreigners. Such were | erally of the most destructive character. The 
the views of this Government, when it gave a de- | effects of the restrictive system before the war 
cided protection to our navigation engaged in do- | are well remembered. War took place. Many 
mestic trade. The interests of our people, and the | branches of industry, adapted to a state of peace, 
character of the nation, were deeply involved in | were entirely destroyed. It gave existence to 
the policy. Had the rule been obeyed, that indus- | many adapted to the exigency of the times. Cap- 
try would, unaided, seek its most profitable em- | ital, engaged at home and abroad, was now de- 
pn the flag of every maritime nation would | voted to some new employment. Government 
now seen waving in every harbor, bay, and in- | expended, during the war, about ninety millions, 
let, in the Union. ‘No American now demands a | derived from loans and Treasury notes. This was 
surrender of that policy, which secures to our citi- | principally added to the circulating medium of 
zens such inestimable advantages. the nation. The number of banks was greatly 
Sir, let me call to the notice of the Committee | augmented during the war. va overwhelmed 
the protection granted to the grand staple of the | the country with their paper. Hence, an enor- 
South. Was industry left to itself when a pro- | mous augmentation of currency. It gave property 
tecting duty was granted to the growers of cotton? | and labor a great, yet fictitious value. An uni- 
Did not Government assist them in changing the | versal spirit of speculation prevailed, while in 
application of their industry from a most ruinous | many parts of the country the real substantial pro- 
employment to one which has afforded them | ductive industry was impaired. At this period, 
boundless wealth and prosperity? Are they not | the most extravagant investments of capital were 
secure from all danger of competition ? , made in manufacturing establishments. Almost 
The cotton factories of the East afford also | every section of the country now contains the 
conclusive evidence that Government may change | evidence of the most heedless waste of money. 
the course of individual industry, and the most | Credit was also used to its utmost extent. Skill, 
beneficial consequences follow. The temporary | the moral engineer of industry, was deficient. The 
advance of price which might have followed an | same observations apply to speculations in land, 
advance of duty, has been a thousand times bal- | and almost every other kind of property. When 
anced by the superior quality and subsequent | peace returned, the affairs of the nation and indi- 
cheapness of the fabrics. viduals changed in a moment. The Government 
The great mass of the people, particularly the | ceased to make expenditures as it had done just 
laboring classes, become devoted to those pursuits | before. Industry, adapted to a state of war only, 
to which they have been accustomed from early | no longer found employment. The Government, 
life. Some powerful motive must be applied to | in two or three years, collected and took out of 
roduce a change. An enlightened Government, | general circulation near one hundred millions of 
eeping a steady eye on the policy of other na- | dollars. Banks, without solid capital, failed en- 
tions, and watching with sleepless vigilance over | tirely. Those which had capital diminished their 
the interests of its own people, can direct employ- | issues in paper. A currency which overwhelmed 
ment to new objects, and the most desirable ad- | the nation was reduced almost to nothing. The 
vantages would inevitably follow. debts of individuals, more numerous and large 
We have often heard it repeated that manufac- | than ever, remained undiminished, while labor 
turers are a privileged class; that they may be- | and property of every description had almost en- 
come an aristocracy in this country. If we con- | tirely lost their value. The effects which we wit- 
fined the operation of the bill to those now engaged, | nessed were natural, certain, and desolating. Man- 
some reason for the assertion might exist. But | ufacturers were involved in misfortunes common 
the object is to hold out equal and universal invi- | to all. It seems to me that the remaining wealth 
tation to the people of the Union to engage with | of the rest of the nation could not have saved 
their labor and capital. No privilege is granted | them. 
but what may be enjoyed by every American cit- We have been often told that the extensive im- 
izen. The effects must be purely democratical. | portations of foreign goods, during 1815 and 1816, 
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have augmented our distresses, They must have | thirty-seven millions. This year gives the small. 
affected the manufacturers of the country ina great |estamount. In 1821, they increased to forty-two 
degree ; and I believe it equally true that the Gov- | millions; in 1822, they increased to sixty-eight 
ernment and nation gained by them very impor- | millions. Itis estimated by many that the demand 
tant advantages. At this period, every member | is arene, 
of this Committee well remembers the condition | Let me call the attention of the Committee to the 
of Government. It was marching rapidly to a | consequences which must follow from these facts, 
state of bankruptcy. Its revenue was exhausted,| Had the decrease of imports been gradual ty 
and the means of raising one did not exist. the present time, it would have afforded strong 
It will be recollected that, during 1815, 1816, | evidence that the wants of the nation were princi. 
and 1817, the Government derived a revenue of | pally supplied by domestic productions. Little, 
nearly one hundred millions from imposts. The | then, would have been said in favor of an aug. 
faith of the nation could never have been redeem- | mentation of duties. But the recent increase of 
ed without its aid. Had prohibition of foreign | imports from thirty-seven to sixty-eight millions, 
s continued, the consumer must have paid | in the two last years, must excite the most serious 
the difference between them and domestic fab- | reflections. What are the causes of these com- 
rics. Whatever revenue the Government obtain- | mercial changes? The real wants of the coun- 
ed, it must have been paid by the people, in ad-/|try have not diminished. They must naturally 
dition to the difference between domestic and for- | increase as population increases. Has it been ow- 
eign goods. ing to an addition of domestic supply that these 
e must also recollect, that many portions of | changes have existed? It cannot be; for impor. 
the country sustained their share of the burdens | tations greatly diminished, as we have seen, for 
of the war without any of its beneficial effects. | several years, until 1820, and from that time they 
Internal taxes would \have been doubly oppressive | have greatly augmented. Domestic manufactures 
to them, and not very welcome to the rest of the | have suffered no material change while these revo- 
nation. Considering the deplorable condition of | lutions have taken place. 
the nation at the period to which I have alluded,;| The excessive importation of foreign goods in 
and a supply, providential in its time and amount, | 1815 and 1816 exceeded the demand at the time. 
derived from imposts; the consequent benefits it | The embarrassments which followed from a scar- 
afforded to the country, by enabling us to dis- | city of money, and the depressed prices of agri- 
charge a load of debt which was crushing the | cultural products, caused the most rigid economy 
Government by its weight, the policy adopted | among all classes. The demand for every article 
previous to the present tariff, ought not to be has- | which the consumer must purchase was dimin- 
tily condemned. ‘ished for the want of a market for property, and 
The provisions of the tariff of 1816 are, with | also for the want of credit. All confidence in 
few exceptions, now in operation. When we re- | individual credit had been lost or shaken by the 
flect on the circumstances of the times, the unset- | desolating changes of the times. The affairs of 
tled state of public and private concerns, the | the country have assumed a more regular course: 
countless interests involved, it seems to me aj credit is in some measure restored; public and 
more prudent measure could not have been ex- | private confidence improved; and the value of 
pected from human wisdom. Experience alone | property less liable to dangerous fluctuations. The 
could determine its disastrous or beneficial effects. | great interests of the nation, dull and profitless as 
Sir, since 1816, no great event has taken place, | they may be, have assumed some system of oper- 
calculated to disturb the repose of the nation. Its | ations. 
industry and capital have settled down into their} It seems to me proved, Mr. Chairman, by the 
natural channels. We can now determine whe- | evidence which I have presented, that the wants 
ther the welfare of the country demands a change | of the country are rapidly increasing beyond the 
of policy. Let me ask, is our condition prosper- | reach of domestic supply. The deficiency of the 
ous and flourishing? Have we the means at | latter must be derived from abroad. I will again 
command of supplying our wants? Have we the | impress on the minds of the Committee that great 
evidence of becoming more wealthy and more in- | and important fact, the increase of our importa- 
dependent from year to year? I humbly solicit | tions from thirty-seven to sixty-eight millions, in 
the Committee to give these questions an impar- | the short period of two years. 
tial examination. Let me ask, then, do our means of payment 
I would first call the attention of gentlemen to | increase in equal proportion? To this point, it 
the imports of foreign goods for six or eight years | would give me great pleasure to draw the atten- 
st. By a reference to the annual amount of | tion of the Committee. If we purchase from for- 
duties, sufficient certainty will be attained to illus- | eign countries, we should possess the means of 
trate the point I have in view. It will show the | payment. In what do they exist? Do we pos- 
relative increase or diminution of foreign goods | sess them? It is with more than common anxiety 
consumed in the country. In 1815, the amount |] call the attention of the Committee to this point. 
of duties on foreign goods was thirty-six millions. | ‘The exports of every description of domestic 
In 1820, it was twelve millions. Between these | products, in— 
two periods there was an annual reduction of 1820, amounted to - - $51,000,000 
imports, with the exception of a single year. In 1821, do. - - - 43,000,000 
1820, the imports for consumption were about 1822, do. - - - 49,000,000 
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) and trade, would the nation be injured? Can 
» any map, in the exercise of his reason, deny it 


: Why then call to our aid all the profitable branches 


LAS leet ON 6 


> payment is impossible, and insolvency must bal- 


' continue. Now, Mr. Chairman, let me ask every 
» member of this Committee, suppose we adopt a 
' policy which would save to this country all the 
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It is here most conclusively shown that our ex-| joying the rich reward of that policy which now 

rts are stationary, while the imports of foreign | meets with resistance. - 
roductions have, during the same period,increased| Let me call to their attention the condition of 
from thirty-seven to sixty-eight millions. | agriculture in every part of the country, except 

The consequences arising from these facts are| the South. There is scarcely an article, except 
such as are discovered by the least attention. Ten | in the immediate vicinity of navigable waters, 
millions of specie have been drawn from the coun- | which will support its own transportation to 
try in a short period of time. Nearly an equal| market. The countries from which we receive 
amount of public stocks has also left the country ; | our greatest supplies, are the most rigorous in their 
while our currency is diminished in an equal ratio, | prohibitions of our productions. Caza it be a mat- 
anda general stagnation of domestic business must | ter of surprise that the people of the interior are 
follow in certain succession. Hence it is appa-| solicitous to obtain some relief, some mitigation of 
rent, also, that, with all which foreign markets | the pressure of the present times? Can they ex- 
demand, with a vast amount of specie and public | pect us to fold our arms in apathy, and see ruin 
stocks, the credit of our merchants, and with it| approaching with total indifference? Whatever 
the credit of millions, is mortgaged to foreign na- | we ask, we believe it is compatible with their in- 
tions. If we long continue as we have begun, | terests, and would be beneficial to our own. 

Mr Chairman, I have endeavored to show the 
| extent of the demands for foreign productions, and 
| the extent of the means by which they are to be at- 

tained. The wants of the nation must increase, 
and will its ability to supply them, hereafter in- 
crease, under the influence of the present policy ? 
Do the prospects of futurity give us any encour- 
agement? When will the foreign demand for 
our agricultural productions be improved ? When 
can we look for more advantageous markets 
abroad? ‘'Thereis no hope of relief. I am sensi- 
ble that we have been, and shall be again, told 
that the evil will correct itself. It is a kindred 
dogma with one which maintains that industry 
will always seek the most advantageous employ- 
ment. 

I am frank to confess, I have placed great reli- 
ance on its efficacy. I have been long waiting to 
witness the triumphant operations of its power. 
Seven years have elapsed since the adoption of 
the present tariff, and no one can feel gratified in 
the contemplation of the condition of the country. 
It is evident to all, under present prospects, that 
we must either fail to supply our wants and en- 
dure the privations of the usual conveniences of 
life, or use our credit to procure them, and become 
bankrupt. 

It may be said, the imports of foreign goods for 
the year 1822, is only the result of mercantile spec- 
ulation ; that they will be greatly diminished for 


ance the account. 

Gentlemen, I know, have often told us we must 
consider not only mercantile labor but the fur 
trade, fisheries, and all the collateral branches of 
commerce, when we attempt to ascertain the bal- 
ance with the world. This is admitted. But, 
with all these allowances, it is not denied that, 
for some time past, the balance has been decidedly 
against us, and there is every prospect that it will 





profits of these collateral branches of commerce 


would be highly advantageous to the country ? 


of business, to support that which, all must admit, 
gives only a destructive loss to the nation? It 
may be compared to the condition of a farmer, 
who takes the profits of a good plantation to sup- 
port the losses of a bad one. 

To another point of this interesting subject, I 
call the particular attention of gentlemen of the 
South. In looking to the exports of agricultural 
products, the following is the astonishing, and, 
to me, the unexpected, result : 


We exported, of agricultural pro- 


Ofte ee chase Gee Gack $41,500,000 | the year tocome. This, I think, is to be doubted. 

ao POM aT 29.000.000 But, suppose it to be true, what is the effect upon 
Me) Teo Dee, $35,000,000 the American manufacturer? He sees, one year, 
Ginn y f E i 59000000 | 2 small amount of foreign fabrics in market, and 
1822 inall - : z K r $41,000,000 exerts himself to furnish a supply. By the time 
Gan. ‘ ine Vaetetin 24'000,000 he is prepared, the country is overwhelmed with 


foreign goods. Importations again diminish, 
and again the American manufacturer becomes 
the victim of an encouraging delusion. The ef- 
fect would be a thousand times more dangerous 
than a constant regular flow of importation, and 
with these it seems impossible for the country to 
prosper. 

Could I be convinced of the correctness of the 
remarks which have just been made by the hon- 
orable gentleman from New York, (Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG,) it would afford great consolation. He 
has told us not to be alarmed at the idea that the 
balance of trade is against us. He informed us 


Here we see the article of cotton alone, sent 
abroad for the four last years, amounts to a larger 
sum each year, than all the other varied product 
of agriculture exported from every quarter of the 
Union. In 1821 the value of cotton was greater 
by five millions. To this may be added the great 
and increasing quantity consumed by the Ameri- 
can manufacturer. And again it must be remem- 
bered, that the people of the South are greatly in- 
debted for these advantages to the protecting aid 
of Government. Their industry has not only been 
protected but encouraged, and they are now en- 
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that the greater the balance against a country, the 

ter must be its prosperity. I must confess that 
there is something so sublimely mysterious in this 
doctrine, that it may be dangerous to approach it. 
Tam sensible that a nation may, for a time, in- 
crease in wealth when it imports more than it 
exports. Its labor and capital may be employed ; 
the productions of other countries, which have 
been obtained on credit, may be employed to im- 
prove its condition. Forests are cleared ; roads 
are made; canals constructed ; cities built; public 
works erected; but we must remember that the 
day of payment will arrive. If foreign debts are 
clined to remain from year to year; if they are 
suffered to accumulate, whilst the means of pay- 
ment are daily diminishing, the most alarming 
dangers await it. The currency of the country 
is first exhausted—the domain itself must follow, 
and a general bankruptcy close the scene. 

With a steady eye on the past and present con- 
dition of the nation, let me ask, if, for each of the 
two last years we had produced, in domestic 
fabrics, ten millions more than we have done, 
would the nation have been as deeply in debt as 
at this time? Let me ask again, suppose we had 
manufactured less than we have done by ten mil- 
lions for each of the last two years, should we not 
have been much more deeply in debt abroad than 
we now are? Can any one pretend that our 

rosperity increases in proportion as foreigners 

come our creditors, and yet be supported by 
sound judgment and common sense ? 

But, it may be said that we should have been 
indebted to our citizens to an equal amount. This 
is not wholly correct; for the producer of domes- 
tie fabrics would have been the consumer, to a 
considerable amount, of those productions, which 
never could have found the way toa foreign market. 

It is not denied that within little more than a 
year past, ten millions of specie have left the 
country. We are told that this fact should give 
us no alarm. It has paid an equal amount of 
debt, due by Americans to foreigners, and many 
suppose it a matter of indifference to whom it may 
have been paid. All must agree that the currency 
of the country, for many years past, has not been 
too great. Some sections of the country have 
suffered the most distressing embarrassments from 
its deficiency. Had the ten millions which have 
been sent abroad been employed at home, they 
would have changed hands a hundred times in 
the course of a year. They would have been dis- 
tributed over the country, and perhaps thirty mi!- 
lions of debts would have been paid, and facilities 
would have been afforded to the employment of 
labor, and exchange of property, to the amount of 
millions besides. Here a vast difference is evident 
between money sent abroad and the circulation of 
it in our own country. In one case it pays but a 
single debt, in the other thirty; besides the activity 
which it affords to every kind of business. 

By many it is considered that the amount of 
currency is not material ; and the price of property 
will adapt itself to the quantity in use. But when 
it is considered that the people employ credit to a 
great extent, a fluctuation of currency will never 


TL 





fail to produce the most fatal effects. If ten thou- 
sand dollars will purchase no more to-day thay 
five thousand will to-morrow, the condition of the 
debtor must be deplorable. His debts are not sub. 
ject to fluctuation, whatever may be the state o{ 
the currency. 

The present state of things operates upon the 
interior with oppressive power. The employment, 
agricultural. The currency, if sound, is obtained 
at the dearest rate. The present course of mer. 
cantile business absorbs it entirely. Whatever may 
have found its way to the remote parts of the 
country, hurries back to the seats of commerce. 

The commanding object of our Government is 
to provide for the prosperity and happiness of al). 
Equal rights and privileges may be secured by the 
constitution and laws of a country, but equality 
of advantages may not always follow. If Goy- 
ernment has the power, it is a duty of the most 
sacred character to promote that equality of con- 
dition and circumstances which may afford an 
equality of convenience and comfort to every class 
of its citizens, wherever they may be found. To 
accomplish these desirable objects, no measure 
seems to me so efficacious as one which assists 
every section of the country to supply its own 
wants. Manufactories, distributed in different 
parts of the Union, would equalize the advantages 
which the country affords. The people of Ohio 
or Vermont would be placed on equal terms with 
those on the seaboard, in procuring such conveni- 
ences of life as can be produced within their 
limits. The currency of the interior would be- 
come regular and permanent, for there would be 
fewer objects to obtain from abroad. 

I do not, Mr. Chairman, carry my views as far 
as many have extended theirs, on this subject. 
Many believe we shall become, in a short period 
of time, the manufacturers for the world. And 
we have been presented with splendid pictures of 
wealth and grandeur, to be derived from that 
policy which has been, on this occasion, controlled 
by prudence and wisdom. The prospects of ex- 
travagant wealth in the Republic, can afford but 
little fascination. That grandeur which is ac- 
quired by riches must fade in the presence of that 
moral greatness, to which a nation of freemen 
should aspire. Give the people the means of sup- 
porting their civil, religious, and political institu- 
tions, with republican economy; of providing for 
the cultivation of the human mind; of improving, 
by sure and steady efforts, the condition of the 
country ; of obtaining an equal competency of 
wealth by honorable exertion, and they will enjoy 
safety, happiness, and independence. 

I have thus feebly assigned some of the reasons 
I entertain in favor ci an augmentation of the du- 
ties on foreign fabrics. A moderate increase, only, 
should be required or allowed. If, in a moment 
of zeal and anxiety to promote the interests of the 
nation, as involved in the interests of a particular 
class, Congress should rashly invade the rights of 
navigation and commerce—should destroy the 
system of revenue, so highly valued by the people, 
feelings might be awakened which would over- 
throw all existing defence of domestic industry. 
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Will the navigation of the country be in dan- | length of time. Custom, habit, and fashion, con- 
, should the proposed measure’ pass? It is| tinue to give them an extensive demand. Much 
rather with a view of drawing the attention of| will, therefore, be added to the revenue by this 
ntlemen, better informed than myself, to this| proposed advance of duty. The production of 
int, that I make the allusion. Is it not evident! iron and hemp, and manufactures derived from 


' that our ships and vessels will have the transpor- them, will advance by slow degrees, and the ad- 


tation of all our productions which foreign mar-: ditional duty will make compensation for the di- 
kets will receive ? Will our fisheries and coasting | minished importations which may follow. 
trade suffer? Importations of such articles as we| Teas, wines, sugar, coffee, salt, and spirits, and 
cannot produce will augment as the consumption a great variety of other articles, will not be af- 
of the country increases. The navigation of the fected. The annual demand for these must in- 
nation will have the benefits. Iron and hemp are | crease. 
articles more important to navigation than any| By improving the condition of the interior of 
other named in the bill. The average of iron, | the country, by adopting measures to increase the 
for each of the two last years, was about twenty- | means of the people to purchase the conveniences 
five thousand tons, and of hemp about nine thous- | of life, in the same proportion the demand for 
and tons. A sudden prohibition would be univer- | them will be augmented. Let me also observe, 
sally injurious. No such effect is intended; the | that the expenses of Government need not increase 
bill cannot produce it. It would be long before | in proportion to our population. All its branches 
the domestic supply would be felt. In the mean-/| must be as complete, all the Departments must 
time the demand would be supplied from abroad. | be as well arranged for ten millions as for thirty. 
Again, we must bear in mind, that inereasing | No danger, therefore, exists of a decrease of rev- 
population will augment consumption, and retard | enue. 
any diminution of imports. Many other articles} Objections are made to the bill, because it is 
are embraced in the bill, the prohibition of which , supposed that it would prove injurious to the poor. 
would scarcely be noticed by navigation; a grad- They cannot apply to the duty on silks. Foreign 
ual diminution of any would not be felt. linens are but little used in the interior. House- 
The effect upon the mercantile interest cannot | hold linens and domestic cottons have taken their 
be alarming. Should foreign commerce diminish, | place among those in low and moderate circum- 
domestic commerce must increase. The merchant, stances. The rich will alone be affected by an 
will always be engaged in the distribution of the additional duty. A temporary effect may be pro- 
productions of nature and art. A steady perma- | duced by the proposed duty on coarser woollens. 
nent trade must ever be desirable to that enter-| It might, for a time, raise the value in the mar- 
prising class of our citizens. It would seem, with | kets. Should, however, the bill pass, the country 
any knowledge of the past, that the fluctuations | manufacturer would instantly engage to furnish a 
of commerce cannot be rendered, by the bill, more | supply. A vast quantity of the raw material is 
frequent or more disastrous than they have been. | said to be in the country, and much more would 
It seems to me, that it would be less hazardous | be readily created. I have no doubt but that an 
and more convenient, and as lucrative, to purchase | abundant supply would flow into the market be- 
iron from our own forges, as to procure it from | fore the present stock would be consumed. The 
Russia and Sweden; to purchase woollens and | farmer will engage in producing the raw material, 
cottons from our own factories, as to obtain them | the manufacturer would give additional employ- 
from England and France. It is undeniable, that | ment, and the country merchant will find a great 
the increase of marketable productions in the in- | augmentation of the means of remittance to his 
terior, must very greatly facilitate mercantile op- | city creditor for those articles which the country 
erations, in those articles which all classes of | does not produce. 
people require, and which foreign countries alone | The importance of iron and hemp, to the na- 
can furnish. In the event of war, or commotions | tion has been most forcibly illustrated by the hon- 
among foreign nations, domestic commerce pur- | orable chairman on Manufactures. The West 
sues its way undisturbed. In 1821, we imported | and North can produce them in the greatest abun- 
cotton and woollen goods to the amount of about | dance. The facility for inland transportation is 
eleven millions. In 1822, to the amount of more | daily improving. They can be distributed with 
than twenty millions. The effect upon the rev-| economy and convenience. So far as iron may 
enue cannot be foretold with exactness, but it! be considered as a raw material for lesser produc- 
would appear reasonable to suppose that it cannot | tions, which are required for general use, the ad- 
be serious for a considerable time to come. Coarse | ditional duty will not be perceived. Nothing 
woollens would soon be produced ; the finer kind | would more readily awaken industry among the 
would continue to come from abroad. Thesame | inland parts of this country, or give more activity 
may be said of cottons. The increasing consump-| to inland trade and commerce, than a moderate 
tion of the country will enlarge the demand of | encouragement to this important article. It would 
the finer fabries. | compensate, by an hundred fold, the inconveni- 
By the bill ten per cent. is proposed to be added | ences to be experienced by all the other sections of 
to the present duty on silks and linens. For two| the nation. 
years past we have imported, on an average for} I hope, therefore, Mr. Chairman, that the mo- 
each, $7,506,000. These will not be produced in | tion to strike out the first section of the bill will 
this country, to any considerable extent, for a great | not prevail. I have the fullest confidence that the 
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general good of the country requires the adoption | power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, anq 


of its principal provisions. 

When Mr. W. had concluded. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, said the bill under 
consideration declares itself to be a bill for the 
more effectual encouragement and protection of 
domestic manufactures. 

When I speak of domestic manufactures, said 
Mr. R., I desire it to be known that I understand 
by the term “domestic manufactures,” as used in 
this bill, the manufactures of woollen, of cotton, 
and of other articles, which are carried on by 
manufacturing establishments in the United States. 
And, that I do not include within the term “do- 
mestic manwfactures,” as used in this bill, the 
manufactures of woollen, of cotton, and of linen, 
and other articles, which are and can be made in 
and by families in the United States. The man- 
ufactures in and by families, are the manufactures 
which will continue the greatness and independ- 
ence of the United States, and, therefore, they 
merit every protection and encouragement. We 
have, said Mr. R., been frequently told that the 
manufacturing establishments will, in time of war, 
supply articles which cannot be imported, and, 
therefore, they ought to be protected; that may or 
may not be; but if war shall come, let proclama- 
tion be issued by the proper authority to the people 
of the United States, generally, that the United 
States desire to purchase any quantity of woollen 
and of cotton cloths, and of linen and other articles 
of family manufacture ; and let six months’ notice 
be given, and then the proper national industry in 
this particular, will exhibit what it can do; and 
before the end of the time limited for purchasing 
such manufactures, millions of yards of woollen, 
of cotton, and of linen cloths, manufactured in 
and by families, will be presented for sale to the 
purchasing agent of the United States. 

The eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution of the United States provides “that 
Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts, and excises; to pay the debts, and 
provide for the common defence and general wel- 
fare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, 
and excises, shall ke uniform throughout the United 
States.” 

This is the part of the Constitution that gives 
power to Congress to enact laws providing a reve- 
nue to support and maintain the rights, privi- 
leges, and powers, of this nation in its corporate 
capacity. 

he object of that power is declared to be “to 
pay the debts and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States.” 

The Convention which formed the Constitution 
did know that, at that time, the United States 
were in debt for the expenses of the Revolutionary 
war; and, also, that, by the operation of imperi- 
ous causes, they afterwards might be obliged to 
incur debts; the Constitution, therefore, gives 


excises, not only to pay the debts, but also, to pro. 
vide for the common defence and general welfare 
of the United States; hence it is inferred that the 
Constitution gives power to Congress to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, for the 
purpose of raising revenue to pay the debts, and 
provide for the common defence and general wel. 
fare of the United States, only, and for no other use 
or purpose whatever. 

he words “ to provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States,” ma 
appear to be a grant of power separate and distinct 
from the power given to lay taxes, duties, imposts, 
and excises, to pay the debts of the United States: 
but that construction does not follow from the 
terms used. Money is that wherewith Congress 
can provide for the common defence and genera! 
welfare of the United States, as also to pay the 
debts of the United States; and, to obtain that 
money, Congress have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excise. To pay the 
debts of the United States, is to provide for the 
general welfare of the United States—unless it 
can be made to appear that a national debt isa 
national blessing. The United States are now 
paying, annually, about five millions of dollars for 
interest on the principal of the national debt. Let 
us, said Mr. R., provide for the general welfare of 
the United States by paying that debt, and then 
we will have the five millions of dollars ready to 
be used in providing further for the common de- 
fence and general welfare of the United States. 
Any project, scheme, or measure, that does dimin- 
ish the revenue of the United States, goes to pre- 
vent the payment of the debt of the United States, 
and also to prevent the adoption and completion 
of measures deemed necessary for the common 
defence and general welfare of the United States, 
and ultimately operates to force on a system of 
internal revenue, consisting of direct tax and ex- 
cise, such as was in time of the latewar. To the 
existence of such internal revenue, I (said Mr. R.) 
am opposed, in time of peace; and, therefore, I am 
opposed to the bill under consideration, because | 
believe that, if it shall become a law, it will pro- 
duce a blasting and destroying effect on the reve- 
nue of the United States. 

The power granted to Congress “to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, and imposts, and excises, to 
pay the debts, and provide for the common de- 
fence and general welfare of the United States,” 
may appear to be a general grant of power, with- 
out limitation. On this peek some of our prede- 
cessors, said Mr. R., heretofore struck and found- 
ered. Let us not do so; to deprive the individual 
States of this Union of all power, and to com- 
plete a consolidation, the convention who made 
the Constitution did not intend. A grant of gen- 


eral or unlimited power is not given by the words 
alluded to; it is limited to specific particular pow- 


power to Congress to lay and collect taxes, duties, | ers, stated and enumerated in the several subse- 


imposts, and excises, to pay the debts then exist-| quent clauses of that section. 


ing of the United States, and which thereafter 


Whether any of 


the particular powers, in that section mentioned, 


might exist. That Constitutional power extends | have been transcended, is not now, but hereafter 
further, and declares that Congress shall have | may be, a subject of consideration. The last part 
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of the eighth section declares, 


produce or manufacture from the United States. 
shall be uni- | Agriculture is the first and great business of man; 
> hence it is! he was driven out and commanded to cultivate 
inferred, that, if duties, imposts, and excises, shall | the earth, and to obtain his bread by the sweat of 
be uniform throughout the United States in prin- | his brow. Agriculture is truly and a = 

, and is the 
opposed to monopoly acting against the general | great source of wealth. Congress shall have power 
| to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex- 
It is remarkable that the word “ taxes,” used in | cises—to raise a revenue adequate to pay the debts 
the beginning of that clause of the eighth section, | and to provide for the common defence and gen- 


—__-- 


of the first clause 
«but all duties, imposts, an excises, 





is omitted in the last part thereof: “ Congress | eral welfare of the United States, as provided for, 
+ ‘shall have power to 4 

” ‘imposts, and excises ; 

© ‘excises, (omitting the word ‘taxes,’) shall be | 
)<‘uniform throughout the United States.” Why | 
> the word “taxes” was so omitted need not now | no duties, imposts, and excises, will be collected 


and collect taxes, duties, | and specified in, the eighth section of the first ar- 
ut all duties, imposts, and | ticle of the Constitution; but the Constitution 
does not declare that Congress shall have power 
to lay duties, imposts, and excises, so high, that 


be inquired ; the time — come, and may not be | in support of the revenue of the United States. 
acturing urgency will| The eighth section of the first article of the 


to first principles; but it may here be observed, | commerce with foreign nations.” That grant of 


that, whether a system of direct taxation can be | power does not give existence to commerce, but 


provided that will act uniformly over all parts of | presumes that it does exist between the United 


} the United States, may, with good reason, be | States and foreign nations, and, therefore, power 


Sey 


_ conclusive. 
aration be made? Congress has power to raise 


ene 


| erful navy, to be prepared to meet a war that may 
' ormay not be fifty years hence ? 


| to be the first object intended to be effected by the 
) power given to Congress to lay and collect taxes, 
» duties, imposts, and excises. 
> object in time of peace. 
} is the time to prepare for war, is, almost, in the 
| United States, become a maxim and proverbial. 
' What shall that preparation be ? 


doubted; when a system of direct taxation is at- | 
} tempted to make up for deficiency in revenue, | 


reduced by manufacturing protection, the will of | 
the sovereign people of the United States will be 
made known—it will be declared. 

To pay the debts of the United States, appears | 


That is the primary 
That the time of peace 


The maxim 
specifies not the preparation, and therefore is not 
But in what manner shall that prep- 


and support armies, and to provide and maintain 
a navy. Will it be said that Congress, by these 
rants of power, ought to raise and support a 
arge army, and to provide and maintain a pow- 


With what na- 
tion of Europe have the United States a prospect 
of war? Let him, whocan, answer. The grand 
object of the United States, in time of peace, ought 
to be to redeem the debt. 





The payment of that debt is the best preparation 
of war ; that payment ought to be as soon as pos- 
sible; preparation for war cannot be made with- 
out a revenue commensurate. The debt of the 
United States cannot be paid without an adequate 
revenue. The United States receive revenue from 
duties and imposts on foreign merchandise im- 
ported into the United States, and from tonnage, 
passports, and clearances. The revenue arising 
irom sales of public lands, and other temporary 
branches of internal revenue, is very little, when 
compared with the revenue arising from customs. 
Any scheme to restrain commerce, will, to a cer- 
tain extent, be injurious to agriculture, in respect 
to export of surplus produce, and will affect com- 
merce with foreign nations, by the operation of a 
restrictive system, excluding articles of foreign 


is given to regulate it. A power to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations, is not a power to de- 
stroy commerce with foreign nations by high 
duties. At the time of making the Constitution, 
the United States had extensive commerce with 
foreign nations, and the power granted to regulate 
it must be presumed to have been granted for the 
purpose of preserving, enlarging, and extending 
commerce with all nations. The object of the 
bill under consideration appears to be to restrain 
commerce with foreign nations, by fixing very 
high duties on articles the produce or manufac- 
ture of foreign nations, to their exclusion from the 
United States, and thereby going to defeat the 
object intended to be effected by the operation of 
the power to Congress to lay and collect duties, 


|imposts, and excises—to pay debts, and provide 


for the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States. 

The ninth section of the first article of the 
Constitution provides that “no tax or duty shall 
be laid on articles exported from any State.” 
The Congress of the United States is, by that 
section, prohibited from laying an exportation 
duty on any article exported from any State. 
That prohibition of an export duty is favorable to 
the agriculture of the United States; an export 
duty would act on the price of the product of 
agriculture, and affect the profit arising therefrom, 
and eventually lessen the quantity of surplus agri- 
cultural produce. That prohibition is favorable 
to the commerce of the United States: the great- 
est quantity of surplus produce can be exported on 
the best possible terms; more ships and vessels 
will be required, more seamen will be employed, 
and the commerce of the United States will be 
annually increasing, and, under wise, just, liberal, 
and favorable regulations, will give a revenue, 
arising from customs; that is, from duties on 
merchandise imported, and on tonnage, passports, 
and clearances, adequate to the timely payment of 
the debt, and to provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States, without 





4 
4 
a 
+3 

; 








787 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 788 





H. or R. 


New Tarif’ Bill. 


JANUARY, 1823 


Se es 


the aid of direct tax or internal revenue of an 
description. If commerce is destroyed by hi 
duties on imported articles, and the revenue aris- 
ing therefrom shall cease or be diminished, a sys- 
tem of internal revenue will have to be adopted to 
supply the deficiency, or whatever sum or sums 
of money may be necessary to support the Gov- 
ernment. 

The act of the third of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, provided, “That so 
‘ much of the several acts imposing duties on ton- 
‘nage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, 
‘ om merchandise, imported into the United States, 

* as imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage, be- 
‘ tween foreign vessels and vessels of the United 
* States, and between goods imported into the Uni- 
‘ted States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
* United States, be, and the same are hereby, re- 
‘ pealed, so far as the same respects the produce or 
‘ manufacture of the nation to which such foreign 
‘ ships or vessels may belong. Such repeal to take 
‘ effect in favor of any foreign nation, whenever 
‘ the President of the United States shall be satis- 
‘ fied that the discriminating or countervailing 
‘duties of such foreign nations, so far as they 
‘ operate to the disadvantage of the United States, 
‘have been abolished.” That law was enacted 
in pursuance of the power granted to Congress to 
— commerce with foreign nations-—that law 
is bottomed on the divine command of “doing to 
others as we would that they should do to us.” 
The object of that law is to establish between the 
United States and other nations, a general system 
of commercial freedom. The nations are one 
great family, and, however separated, or by what 
rules and forms respectively governed, their object 
in commercial pursuits is the same. Every na- 
tion has something to barter or sell for money, or 
for the produce or manufacture of other nations. 
Freedom of commerce unites nations, and goes to 
abolish systems of restriction, frequently producing 
war. That law, of the 3d of March, 1815, may 
now, with propriety, be said to be a law of na- 
tions; it has been carried into effect with the 
kingdoms of the Netherlands, Sweden, with Ham- 
burg, Bremen, Lubec, and Oldenburg, and with 
Great Britain and France. The commerce of the 
United States, with these nations, does now rest 
in peace and prosperity; any restrictive measure 
may disturb it, and produce effects very injurious 
to public good. 

he United States, during the Administrations 
of the late Presidents, Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madi- 
son, and of the present President of the United 
States, have, by revenue arising from the ope- 
rations of agriculture and commerce, (for other 
sources of revenue have been small, compared with 
that arising from commerce, ) has been enabled to 
redeem prodigious sums of money of the public 
debt; to raise and support armies; to provide and 
maintain a navy, which, although not large, is for- 
midable; to provide munitions of war, and to carr 
on and terminate successfully, the late war wit 
Great Britain; and to support the Government in 
its various departments. This splendid, magnifi- 
cent Chamber, in which we legislate, said Mr. 


R., is indebted to the operations of agriculture anq 
commerce, for its existence. Contemplate the 
cities in the United States—to what source 4, 
they owe their existence? To the active opera. 
tions of agriculture and commerce. The energies 
of agriculture and commerce have raised this na. 
tion to the high grade in which it now is, among 
the nations of the earth. 

But, suppose, said Mr. R. that this “ bill for the 
more effectual encouragement and protection of 
domestic manuafactures,” that proposes to raise 
the duty on all manufactures of wool, or of which 
wool is a component part, to thirty per centum ag 
valorem, and also to raise the duties on severa] 
other articles, in proportion, shall become a lay, 
and that this business of encouragement and pro- 
tection is persisted in, until commerce, if not a)- 
together, is nearly driven from the United States, 
and recourse is forced to be had to internal revenue 
—that is, to direct tax and excise, of every descrip. 
tion, to the amount of ten millions, or twenty mil- 
lions of dollars annually—will the people of this 
nation patiently submit? Let it be remembered, 
that they are the sovereign, and that they can com- 
pel the administration of their Government in such 
manner as will best secure their interest, ease, and 
happiness, and will be most effectual to pay the 
debts and to provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States. 

Mr. Bay ies, of Massachusetts, said, that he did 
not rise for the purpose of entering at large into the 
discussion of the merits of the bill, but merely to 
offer some desultory remarks, principally for the 
purpose of explaining the reasons of the vote 
which he should feel himself bound to give on this 
question. 

I am, Mr. Chairman, (said he,) opposed to the 
proposition to strike from the bill its enacting 
clause, which, if it prevails, will destroy it. [am 
unwilling to say, upon this floor, that I am hostile 
to a system of protection and encouragement to 
the domestic manufactures of our country; and 

et 1am as much opposed to some of the provis- 
ions of the bill, as | am to the motion of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Georgia. This may seem 
inconsistent, yet I trust that [ shall be able to re- 
concile this apparent inconsistency. I listened 
yesterday with pleasure to the gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Tarrnatu.) Ladmired his intelli- 
gence, I admired his spirit; but, I did think that 
the vividness of his imagination carried him too 
far. He presented to our view a sombre and ter- 
rific picture, without a solitary tint of sunshine to 
relieve its gloom; it was a picture delineated by 
the hand of a master, but it did not present a cor- 
rect likeness. I say, sir, that manufactories are 
not the nurseries of profligacy and of vice. For 
the last twelve years of my life, it has been my 
lot to have lived in the midst of a manufacturing 
population, and I can say, from my own observa- 
tion, that the tendency of the manufacturing sys- 
tem, so far from demoralizing the manners, an 
promoting the growth of vice, has been directly 
the reverse. The course of steady industry which 
is necessary to the existence of manufacturing ¢s- 
tablishments, has sobered the profligate, and re- 
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claimed the votary of dissipation, Indolence is | was cheap, and the cotton mills were numerous. 


the mother of all the vices; the systematic labor 

of a manufactory affords no indulgence to indo- 
e. 

“i this system an improvement in morals, 

instead of a deterioration, may be rationally ex- 
ted. Neither, sir, do I entertain any appre- 

ension of the overwhelming power of that mo- 


* neyed aristocracy, about which the gentleman 


from Georgia is alarmed. The laboring manu- 
facturers are not the servile dependents of the 


) rich proprietors; so far from it, the proprietor is 
> rather dependent upon the laborer. 


The laborer 
submits neither to insult, or to injury from the 
proprietor ; if he dislikes his treatment, he has 


) only to say to the proprietor, “‘ pay me my wages, 
» and I will seek employment elsewhere,” and the 





‘doors of hundreds o 
) open to receive them. But, as much as I am at- 


these establishments are 


It is not so with woollens. If the capacity ex- 
isted to supply the coarse woollens; if enough 
could be thrown into the market to meet the de- 
mand, it would then become a question of national 
policy whether we should or should not prohibit. 
As it is, I do not believe that the wants of the 
country can be met by the domestic fabrics. Ido 
not believe that the woollen establishments are 
sufficiently numerous, or that the quantity of raw 
material is sufficient for that purpose. Almost 
every ounce of wool which is shorn in the coun- 
try is used in the country. My honorable friend 
who sits near me, (Mr. Harvey,) has a statement 


| from the Treasury Department, from which it 
| appears that only between two and three thou- 
| sand pounds of domestic wool had been ex 


rted 
and that upwards of 1,730,000 pounds of oreign 
wool had been imported during the last year. In 


} tached to the manufacturing interest, I will never | my opinion, not one-half, (perhaps not a third,) of 
* consent to give to that interest any thing more | this quality of cloths, cloths which are absolutely 
than reasonable encouragement and protection. I | necessary for the comfort and the health of the 

) will never consent to protect that interest at the ex- | people, can be supplied from domestic sources. 


|) pense, and to the injury of the agricultural interest. 
) I will never consent to cripple our commerce for 
» the sake of building up our manufactories; yet, 
' sir, I think that these interests are not necessarily 


' discordant; 1 think some plan may be devised, 
» which, without injuring either, may benefit the 


whole ; it is, therefore, with the hope that some 


» material alterations may be made in this bill, that 
» [am induced to give my support to the principle 


which it contains. If some of its provisions re- 


) main as they are, I cannot eventually vote for it. 


' I will call the attention of the Committee only 
to a few of the articles on which an increase of 
' duty is proposed, and I do this partly with a view 


' to elicit information. 


Acting upon the informa- 


© tion which I have, I am prepared to say that I am 


totally opposed to increasing the duty on coarse 
woollens to the enormous amount which the bill 
proposes, nearly 100 per cent—a duty acknowl- 
edged to be prohibitory. I am opposed to it, because 
I think it will bear heavily upon the manufactur- 
ing interest itself, particularly upon the laboring 
manufacturers, who compose, numerically, by far 
the greatest proportion ; it will bear heavily upon 
those who labor upon the land, upon the mechan- 
ics, and upon the seamen; all these different de- 
scriptions of people must be clad in coarse wool- 
lens during the greater part of the year, and they 
are the very people upon whom additional bur- 
dens ought not to be imposed. The honorable 
Chairman of the Committee of Manufactures 
has instanced the wonderful operation of the pres- 
ent tariff, in excluding coarse cottons from domes- 
tic markets. Of the correctness of his represent- 
ation I have not the least doubt; and, from the 
success which followed the adoption of that meas- 
ure, he would infer, that consequences equally 
beneficial would follow a similar measure for the 
protection of woollens. I cannot admit that the 
cases are analogous; there was a capacity in the 


| degree, as a raw material. 
| New York (Mr. CAMBRELENG) said that it stood 


From the imposition of this high duty, these con- 
sequences then will follow, the revenue may be 
in some degree benefited; but foreign coarse wool- 
lens will not be excluded, for the best of reasons 
—they cannot be excluded—for the people must 
be clothed ; the price of the domestic fabrics will 
be increased, and an indirect bounty will be paid 
to the domestic manufacturer by those classes of 
people who are least able to pay, and ata time 
when his profits are fair, and when his business 
is thriving. Iam also opposed to the increased 
duty on irou. Iron may be considered, in some 
The gentleman from 


midway between a raw material and a manufac- 
tured article. I think it is nearer to a raw mate- 
rial than to a manufactured article, for the pro- 
cesses which it undergoes after it gets into the 
bar, to bring into nails, &c. are more laborious 
than the very simple process of bringing it from 
| the ore into the bar. An additional duty on this 
article might possibly operate against the general 
manufacturing interest. The greater manufac- 
turers of iron from the bar into nails, and other 
| articles, will be benefited, inasmuch as they have 

generally large quantities of iron on hand, and 
emsentte some two or three cargoes engaged on 
contract, to be delivered within a specified time, 





| and at a certain price. The price of articles man- 
ufactured from bar iron, principally nails, will 
rise in the exact ratio of the increase of duty ; 





the supply of nails is mow about equal to the 
wants of the country; all that are made can be 
sold. ern 
The moment this bill passes, (if it passes in its 
present shape,) the richer manufacturers will 
realize a large profit from the rise of the article, 
(in case they have it on hand, or in case they 
‘have it engaged on contract.) Their regular 
profits being a certain per centum on the cost and 


country to manufacture enough of the coarse cot- | charges, and the additional duty being added to 
tons to supply the demand ; the raw material was | the cost and charges, they will realize a still fur- 
grown in the country, it was abundant, and it | ther profit, exclusive of the profit which they im- 
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mediately derive from the addition to the market 

rice of the article created by the additional duty. 
if foreign iron be excluded from our market, then 
a few iron-masters, principally in Pennsylvania 
and in New Jersey, will undoubtedly be greatly 
benefited. If they can monopolize the domestic 
market, their profits must be enormous; but they 
will be benefited at the expense of the whole peo- 
ple, for an article of prime necessity ; every man 
must have nails, ied must have almost all the 
articles which are manufactured from iron ; but, 
whether foreign iron be wholly or only partially 
excluded from our markets, the same consequence 
will follow—the benefits will be to afew, avery few; 


is, that the revenue will not be increased, if it be 
not diminished. Two classes of people will be 
directly and injuriously affected—shipwrights, or 
rather master-builders, and merchants. Ships are 
generally built on contract; the builder contracts 
to do the iron work ; his contract may have been 
made, and no iron bought; the price of iron will 
rise the moment this bill passes, and the ship man- 
ufacturer (if I may use that expression) will be 
taxed with the difference of price. The ship 
owner must certainly be injured to the amount of 
the enhanced price of the iron which his ships 
require, to say nothing of the general injury to 
trade, &c. ith respect to paper, I am of opin- 
ion that the duty ought to be increased, perhaps, 
to a greater amount than the bill proposes; not, 
Mr. Chairman, to protect the American against 
the English manufacturer—English paper was 
driven out of the market by the operation of the 
existing laws—but, sir, it has been represented to 
me (whether truly or not I cannot say) that Amer- 
icans have gone from the city of New York to 
Italy, erected paper mills there, or leased mills 
which were already erected, purchased rags on the 
spot for almost nothing, employed Italian artists 
at a low rate, carried their moulds, &c. from this 
country with the express design of manufacturing 
for the American market—that they have sent 
home their paper, of wretched quality indeed, but 
which commanded a quick sale by reason of its 
low price, (like the flimsy cottons of India, low 
but not cheap.) At one time the New 
ork market was completely glutted with this 
miserable paper; the domestic manufacturers were 
compelled, for a while, to stop their mills; their 
paper was completely excluded. If this story be 
true, if the shops of this country are filled with 
this stuff, bearing the name of paper ; if the do- 
mestic manufacturers are, in consequence, com- 
pees to suspend their labors, it would certainly 
e sound policy to give some additional protec- 
tion to domestic paper. We can be supplied from 
our own mills cheaper than from Italy, if the low 
quality of the Italian paper be taken into conside- 
ration. Lead, also, I think, ought to be protected, 
because our country can abundantly supply that 
article from our own mines. Leghorn straws, I 
think, might bear a higher duty than that proposed 
in the bill. As to hemp, I confess that I have not 
yet made up my opinion. 
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he Committee rose ; and the House adjourned 
the tax, or indirect bounty, for such in fact it is, | to Monday next, at 12 o’clock. 
will be paid by the whole nation; andthechance| Previous to adjournment, Mr. McLane gave 
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this article would protect the grower, rather than 
the manufacturer. I have not sufficient informa. 
tion to enable me to determine whether enovg) 
would be produced in the country to supply the 
ship builder and the manufacturer. To the other 
articles contained in the bill, I have not turned 
my attention particularly. I have no doubt tha 
an additional duty might be imposed upon many 
of them, which would be beneficiai to the genera| 
interests of the country. Entertaining the hope 
that the bill may be so modified as to meet my 
views, I shall vote against striking out the enact- 
ing clause. 


notice that he should, on Monday next, move 
again to take up the bill regulating imports and 
tonnage. 





Monpay, February 3. 


Mr. Morean presented a petition of David Dun- 

ham, owner of the steamship “ Robert Fulton,” 
praying that certain privileges may be granted to 
1im as owner of said ship, and others, which he 
contemplates building, to establish a regular line 
of packets, to ply between the ports of New York 
and New Orleans, to touch at the Havana, and 
the intermediate ports of the United States.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Tracy presented a petition of Captain Pol- 
lard, Blue Eyes, and Jim Robinson, in favor of 
William Parker, Rock, and Thomas, Indians of 
the Seneca nation, who were wounded in the ser- 
vice of the United States during the late war, and 
thereby disabled, praying such relief as to Congress 
it may appear their cases merit.—Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The Speaker presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Charleston, South Crrolina, pray- 
ing Congress to provide for an exploring party to 
the polar regions, under the conduct of 
John Cleves Symmes. 

Mr. Ross presented a similar petition from sun- 
dry inhabitants of Greenville and Drake counties, 
in the State of Ohio. 

Mr. Brown presented a similar petition from 
sundry inhabitants of Huntington, in the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Ordered, That the said petitions do lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. Woop presented a memorial of sundry re- 
finers of sugar, of the city of New York, praying 
that an additional duty may be imposed on refined 
sugar, imported into the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee of the whole House 
to which is committed the bill for the more eflec- 
tual protection of manufactures. 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 
upon the subject of the fortifications at Mobile 
Point and Dauphin Island.—Referred to the Com- 


aptain 


mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. M. also presented a resolution of the Le- 


An increased duty on | gislature of the State of Alabama, instructing the 
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Senators, and requesting the Representative, of 
said State in the Congress of the United States, 
to procure the passage of a law, imposing a ton- 
nage duty on all vessels coming into the ports of 
Mobile and Blakeley, for the benefit of sick and 
disabled seamen.—Referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ’ 

Mr. M. further presented a memorial of the Le- 

islature of the State of Alabama, praying that 
measures may be adopted by Congress for the ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian titles to lands within 
the said State—Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. M. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Alabama, praying that lands 
which have been offered for sale, and are now li- 
able to be purchased by entry, may be entered by 
fourth quarter sections.—Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. M. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature, praying Congress to take into consideration 
the cases of such persons as became purchasers of 
public lands, after the time of issuing the Missis- 
sippi stock, and who had made full payment, prior 
to the passage of the relief law, and to allow them 
the reduction of thirty-seven and a half per cent., 
as has been allowed to those who were in arrear 
to Government; which memorial was likewise 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. M. further presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Alabama, representing the propriety 
of postponing the sales of public lands, lying in 
Jackson and Decatur counties in said State; and 
also the passage of a law extending pre-emption 
rights to settlers, in the purchase of a quarter or 
half quarter section, including their settlements.— 
Ordered, that so much of the above petition as 
relates to a postponement of the sales of public 
lands be referred to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury ; the residue to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Cotpgn, it was ordered that 
the memorial of the manufacturers of corks, in the 
city of New York, praying that a specific duty be 
laid on all foreign manufactured corks imported 
into the United States; also, the memorial of the 
New York county Agricultural Society, praying 
that all seeds which may be imported, for the im- 
provement of agricultural and horticultural in- 
terests of the country, may be admitted to an entry 
free of duty; and, also, the petition of J. B. Cazeau 
and others, manufacturers of white and red lead, 
in the city of New York, which memorials and 
petitions were presented at the last session of 
Congress, be now referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

The Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims were discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petitions of Ruth Freeman and 
Giles Cone, and they were referred to the Secre- 
tary of War. 

The same committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Joel 
Babbitt, William Phillips, Peter Fricker, Benja- 
min Tyler, and Anson Lillie, and they were laid 
on the table. 
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The same committee were also discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of John 
McMahon, and it was referred to the Committee 
of the whole House, to which is committed the 
bill concerning invalid pensioners. 

Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Daniel Lovett, which 
was read ; when Mr. Litre moved that the said 
report and petition be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, with instructions to 
report a bill for the relief of the petitioner. The 
question being stated to agree to this motion, the 
report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the military service of the United States for 
the year 1823; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill making further appropriations for 
the military service of the United States for the 
year 1823; [fortifications] which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, fur- 
ther reported a bill making further appropriations 
for the military service of the United States for 
the year 1823; [expenses of intercourse with the 
Indians] which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, en- 
titled “ An act for the erection of a monument 
over the tomb of Elbridge Gerry, late Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States,” reported the same 
without amendment, and the bill was committed 
to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for 
the relief of Abraham Snyder; which was read 
twice, amended at the suggestion of Mr. RuaGies, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

[This is the case of an individual confined for 
debt to the United States, the principal of which 
was only eighteen dollars, but which amount was 
swelled by the costs to one hundred and forty 
dollars. ‘The case is one in which the Secretary 
of the Treasury discharges from prison only on 
payment of costs. In this case, the individual 
confined is very poor, and wholly unable to pay 
either costs or principal. } 

Mr. CampseLL, of Ohio, submitted a joint res- 
olution for the distribution of the copies of the 
Digest of the Returns of the Manufactures and 
Manufacturing Establishments of the United 

States, lately printed under the direction of the 
Secretary of State; which was read a first time 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Cocke, from the Select Committee, ap- 
pointed on the subject of the sale of lots in the 
city of Washington, reported, in part, the follow- 
ing bill: “A bill to authorize and empower the 
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Secretary of the Department of the Treasury to 
sell the public lots and other property belongin 
to the United States in the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. Russet, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was committed a bill from 
the Senate “for the relief of the heirs ef Joseph 
Willcox,” reported the same without amendment ; 
which was committed. 

On motion of Mr. Tayxor, the House proceeded 
to consider the report of the Secretary of War, 
made at the last session, on the petition of George 
Merchant: whereupon, it was ordered that the 
petition and report be referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Hernanpez laid before the House, a copy 
of an act, passed by the Legislative Council of 
Florida, entitled “An act to raise a revenue in 
the Territory of Florida;” which act has been 
complained of, in memorials presented to this 
House; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

A Message was received from the PREesIDENT 
or THE Unirep States, and read, as follows: 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Having lately received a memorial from the Legis- 
lative Council of the Territory of Florida, on subjects 
very interesting to the inhabitants of the Territory, 
and also to the United States, which require legisla- 
tive provision, I transmit the same to Congress, and 
recommend it to their consideration. 

Fesrvarr 3, 1823. JAMES MONROE. 


The Message and memorial were laid on the 
table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
statements of the amount annually received, under 
the act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
since the passage of the said act, and the amount 
expended annually, during the same period, of the 
moneys so received: which ietter and statements 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, transmitting the 
returns of American seamen, as registered in the 
several collection districts, during the three first 
quarters of the year 1822, pursuant to the act for 
the relief and protection of American seamen, 
passed March 2d, 1799; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the appropriations for the service of 
the year 1822, showing the amount, under each 
specific head, the amount expended under each, 
and the balance remaining unexpended in the 
Treasury, on the 3lst December, 1822; which 
letter and statement were referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

The Speaker further laid before the House a 
letter from the President of the Washington Ca- 
nal Company, containing a statement of their re- 

ceipts and expenditures, for, and during, the year 
1822; which was laid on the table. 


REGULATION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


The House took up, and proceeded to consider, 
the bill supplementary to, and to amend, the act, 
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entitled “ An act to regulate the collection of qy. 
ties on imports and tonnage, passed 2d of March, 
1799, and to repeal an act supplementary thereto 
passed 20th April, 1818, and for other purposes. 
and the amendments nena thereto, from th: 
Committee of the Whole, on the 15th ultim, 
being réad, were, on the questions severally py; 
thereon, concurred in by the House, except th. 
last, which proposes to strike out the 37th sectioy 
thereof, and insert another in lieu thereof. 

And the question being stated, on agreeing 1 
this last amendment, 

Mr. McKim moved to amend the same, by strjk. 
ing out from the section proposed to be inserted. 
these words: “ Provided, 'That no appraisement of 
‘ said goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be made 
‘at the said port, so as to change the amount of 
‘duties which may have been charged thereon, a 
‘ the port of their original importation, if the same 
‘ should have been there entered, according to the 
‘ provisions of this act.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was 
determined in the negative. 

The said last amendment of the Committee o/ 
the Whole was then concurred in by the House. 

Mr. McLane then moved further to amend sai 
bill, by adding to the 13th section, the following: 
“ Provided, That nothing herein contained shal be 
‘ construed to impose the said penalty of fifty per 
‘centum for a variance between the bona fide in- 
‘ voice of goods, produced in the manner specified 
‘in the proviso in the fifth section of this act, and 
‘ the current value of the said merchandise, at the 
‘time of exportation, in the country where the 
‘ same may oe veen originally manufactured o: 
‘ produced.” 

This amendment being read, Mr. GornaM moved 
to amend the same by adding thereto the follow- 
ing: “Nor in any other case of appraisement, 
‘under this act, where it shall appear that the 
‘invoice truly exhibits the actual cost; but there 
‘ shall be added only the excess of the appraise- 
‘ment over the invoice.” This amendment was 
disagreed to. 

And the question was then taken on that moved 
by Mr. McLane, and passed in the affirmative. 

The bill was then further amended, and wa 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Wednesday next. 

[The gentlemen who engaged in this part of 
the business of to-day, were Mr. McLane, M: 
McKim, Mr. Goruam, Mr. Camere cena, Mr. 
IncHam, Mr. Wricut, Mr. Ruea, Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Watworth, &c. The discussion was one 
of detail, which it would be in vain to attempt to 
report unless the Reporter were placed in front o! 
the Speaker’s Chair, at which point alone a de- 
bate of this character can be so heard as to be 
intelligibly reported.] 


NAVAL HOSPITALS. 


Mr. Fuuter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
commissioners of Navy hospitals, made on the 9th 
of January last, made a report thereon, accomp2- 
nied by a bill to reimburse the sum withdrawn 
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from the fund of Navy hospitals; which bill was | of Mr. Piatt had borne a different construction 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of | from that given to it by Mr. Cocxe. That act 
the Whole, to which is committed the bill con- | authorizes several kinds of credit to be given to 
cerning invalid pensioners. | Mr. Piatt, in account with the United States, viz: 
The report is as follows: | for decisions by the Secretary of War, and for 
By an act of Congress, passed on the 26th of Feb- | “ assurances” by the Secretary of War, &c. The 
ruary, 1811, a deduction of twenty cents a month from | proviso referred to is, that the credit to be given 
the pay of the officers and seamen of the Navy of the | to Mr. Piatt “ for assurances” shall not exceed the 
United States, and of the marines, for the purpose of | amount reported as due by him to the Govern- 
erecting navy hospitals ; and by the report of the com- | ment, and the law had been construed literally. In 


missioners before mentioned, and their report on the | the investigation of this memorial, it might be- 


2ist December, 1821, it appears that, of the whole | 
amount of the deductions made in pursuance of that | 
act, being $168,946 57, only $43,335 87 has been | 
placed at the disposal of the commissioners, for the | 
purposes provided by the act, and that the balance of | 
the amount first mentioned, being one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand six hundred and ten dollars and | 
seventy cents, has been absorbed in the pay of the 
Navy, and has, consequently, never been placed at the 
disposal of the commissioners. 

As the contributions of the officers and seamen, and 
of the marines, by virtue of the act before mentioned, 
have been regularly made, and have been employed 
by the Government in so far reducing the annual ap- 





come necessary to go back to the original merits 
of the claim, and there was, therefore, a particular 
propriety in referring the subject to a special com- 
mittee. The amount of the claim is large; Mr. 
Piatt is now no more; and the claim belongs to 
his representatives and to his creditors, some of 
whom became so on the ground of the opinion of 
one of the highest law characters in the United 
States, (now no more,) that the true meaning of 
the law gave credit to Mr. Piatt for all the amount 
awarded to him upon other than “assurances,” 
though it should bring the United States in debt 
to him. It was but just to the parties, therefore, 


propriations, justice seems to require that the balance, | to act upon the subject, and to act upon it speed- 
so absorbed, should be reimbursed, and that the pur- | ily; for the ruin of some of those who have thus 
poses of its original destination should be no longer | become interested in this claim might depend upon 


: frustrated or delayed. 


It appears, by the commissioners’ report, that they 


| are taking the necessary measures to erect navy hos- 


pitals, as the act provides, and that the funds arising 
from the contributions, before stated, are indispensably 
necessary, and are deemed sufficient to accomplish the 
object. 

The committee, therefore, report a bill for that 
purpose. 


JOHN H. PIATT. 


Mr. McLane moved that the Committee of 
Ways and Means be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the representatives 
of the late John H. Piatt, and that it be referred 
to a select committee. 

This motion gave rise to a short debate, in the 
course of which— 

Mr. Cocke moved that the memorial lie on the 
table, conceiving it too late in the session to un- 
dertake to investigate this claim. It would be re- 
collected, he said, that the act for the relief of 
John H. Piatt contained a proviso that no allow- 
ance to J. H. Piatt should go to his credit, beyond 
the amount which, on settlement of his accounts, 
he had become indebted to the United States. 
Under that act, the Third Auditor settled the ac- 
counts of Mr. Piatt; and, allowing him all that 
he thought him entitled to, Mr. Piatt still remain- 
ed considerably in debt to the Government. The 
Second Comptroller reversed the decision of the 
Third Auditor, making allowances to Mr. Piatt, 
which Mr. C. believed that the Congress who 
passed the law for his relief, never dreamt of. He 
sanctioned allowances to Mr. Piatt which brought 
the Government largely in debt to him, and gave 
him a certificate of such an amount being due to 
him. Under these circumstances, he was opposed 
to acting precipitately upon this bill. 

Mr. Sergeant said, that the act for the relief 





the course which it should take here, &c. 

The motion of Mr. Cocke to lay the memorial 
on the table was negatived, and it was referred to 
| a select committee ; and Messrs. Serceant, WAL- 
| worTH, Nose, ArTHuR Smita, and CampPBELL, 
| of Ohio, were appointed the said committee. 


PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. Cocks, agreeably to notice, asked leave to 
introduce a bill by the title of “A bill to fix and 
equalize the pay of the officers in the Army of the 
United States.’ 

[The bill proposes to provide that fixed compensa- 
tions shall be given to officers, in lieu of pay, rations, 
forage, &c., and twelve and a half cents per mile, in 
lieu of allowances for transportation. } 


Mr. Wa.Lworrtn said this subject was one which 
had been fully before the Committee on Military 
Affairs, by special reference to them, and the com- 
mittee had reported, as their opinion, that no le- 
gislation on the subject was necessary. He did 
not rise to argue this question; but, if the House. 
was of opinion that the subject ought not to be 
acted upon, he hoped that the leave which was 
asked would not be granted, because it would only 
lead to an unnecessary consumption of time. 

Mr. Cocke said, that the indisposition of the 
Military Committee to act upon the subject, was 
the very reason why the leave ought to be granted 
to introduce the bill. The committee had refused 
to act upon the subject, though having before ita 
document showing that, since the reorganization 
of the Army, sixty thousand dollars have been 
paid for transportation, because it was rather late 
in the session, and it might make some of the offi- 
cers a little uneasy. These were the grounds, as 
he understood them, on which the committee had 
refused to report. Mr. C. asked the House—he 
asked of the gentleman from New York himself— 
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whether they would calmly sit by and see the 
public money wasted in this manner, from one 
end of the country to the other. From the Major 
General down to the subalterns of the Army, the 
were all engaged in tours of inspection; and, 
until Congress acted upon the subject, so long 
would this heavy expense be entailed on the 
country. 

Mr. Wiuiams, of North Carolina, said he 
hoped the House would grant the leave which 
was asked, and which was no more than usual in 
such cases. From the statements which had been 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee, it was 
evident that the subject was of such importance 
at least as to merit inquiry. He did not see why 
a deaf ear was to be turned to his proposition now, 
any more than to a similar one which received the 
sanction of a majority of the House on a former 
occasion. Let the bill be received, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole, and take its turn on the 
docket with other bills. 

Mr. Lirrce said he had every confidence in the 
committee to whom this subject was referred, 
early in the session, and, if that committee had 

iven its attention to the subject and thought no 
egislation upon it was necessary, as it appeared 
they had done, he was opposed to taking it up in 
the way now proposed. He could not consent to 
take the subject from the committee, which would 
have been the proper organ of the House to intro- 
duce the bill, if it was necessary or proper to pass 
it, merely to gratify any individual. 

Messrs. NEtson, of Maryland, Wriaut, and J. 
Speep Samitu, also opposed the motion for leave, 
and Messrs. FLoyp and Cocke supported it— 

When, the question being taken on granting the 
leave, it was decided in the negative—64 to 55. 
So leave was refused to bring in the bill. 


FOREIGN IMPORTATIONS. 


A memorial was presented by Mr. Conpict, of 
New Jersey, signed by many respectable citizens 
of that State, showing the injurious consequences 
resulting from the importation of so great an 
amount of foreign goods, by paralyzing the indus- 
try of the nation, and draining the country of its 
precious metals, and praying for an increase of 
duties upon such articles as they believe can be 
furnished upon reasonable terms by our own man- 
ufacturers. 

gies stating the leading objects in the memo- 
rial— : 

Mr. Convict proceeded to remark, that it was 
similar to some others formerly presented by him, 
and which, on his motion, had been referred to a 
Committee of the whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Upon further consideration, said Mr. C., I am 
induced to ask the House, to give another direc- 
tion toa particular paragraph of the memorial, 
which suggests an increased duty on imported 
spirituous liquors, and an internal duty, or excise, 
upon domestic spirit. 

I have long entertained the opinion, said Mr. C., 
that it would comport with sound policy, and the 
best interests of our country, to levy and collect a 


much larger portion of its revenue upon liquors 
consumed at home. And nothing prevented me 
from calling the attention of Congress to this jm. 
portant subject during the last session, but the ex. 
treme reluctance which I have felt, and which 
many of my friends here have expressed, to the 
appointment of so many officers as would be re. 
quired to carry a system of excise into effect. 

In the Committee of Manufactures, of which | 
am a member, some conversation was had on this 
subject; but, considering it to be a question of 
revenue principally, it was thought by us to belong 
to another committee, and is not embraced in the 
bill, which is now under examination before this 
body. But, inasmuch as the subject is distinctly 
presented to us in this memorial, aay Class of 
men second to none for their respectability in so- 
ciety, their intelligence, their morals, and devo- 
tion to their country, I deem it to be my duty to 
solicit the serious attention of the House, and to 
give to the subject that deliberate examination 
which it demands. 

It is important in a financial, but much more 
so in a moral view. I have not before me, at this 
moment, any documents, showing the quantity 
consumed annually, nor is it of any importance 
for the purpose of my argument to ascertain, pre- 
cisely, the number of salleas. _ A duty of twenty- 
five cents per gallon on the spirituous liquors con- 
sumed in the United States, would yield to the 
Treasury an annual revenue, say, of six or eight 
millions of dollars. A sum which, if faithfully 
applied, would rapidly extinguish the national 
debt ; or which would be sufficient, in a few years, 
if economically applied to internal improvement, 
to connect the various sections of this extensive 
empire by oe canals and good roads. 

And upon whom would this tax fall? Invari- 
ably upon the consumer of the liquor. He could 
never carry the bowl to his mouth, without first 
“ casting his mite into the Treasury.” 

Should it be objected, that the imposition of 
such a duty would lessen the consumption of the 
article, and that the Treasury would derive buta 
limited sum from this source—I reply, God grant 
it may be the case, and I would then double the 
duty. 

What is the crying sin, the besetting and the 
besotting sin of our country, which sinks us in 
our own estimation, and the estimation of the 
civilized world? What is it that degrades and 
debases man, below the level of the brute—that 
unfits him for the duties of social and domestic life? 
What is it that carries strife and contention into 
every neighborhood ? What invades the domes- 
tic circle, banishing conjugal affection, and sun- 
dering every tie of endearment? What entails 

overty, and wretchedness, and infamy, upon the 
innocent, literally “ visiting the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth 
generation?” What is’it that wrings the tear 
from the eye of disconsolate beaut , and reddens its 
cheek with blushes? What is that which draws 
forth the midnight sigh, from the lonely and bro- 
ken-hearted mother, as she strives to cover her 
shivering infant, with her scanty rags, or stifle the 
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cries of hunger, by the charities of her neighbor ? | The question being stated on agreeing to the 
What inflicts disease, in its most painful and | first part of this proposition— 
loathsome shape? What bloats and deforms the | Mr. Fuoyp, of Virginia, suggested that the 
human countenance, and effaces the image of the | proper course to be given to this memorial, as 
Creator from his creature? What is it that | proposing a part of the odious system of excise, 
sweeps, “as with the besom of destruction,” more | which there appeared a disposition to rivet upon 
human victims to an untimely grave, than sword | the nation, would be, to refer it to the Committee 
and pestilence combined ? What fills your poor- | on Manufactures, to whom the bill now before the 
house with paupers, and your hospital with inva- | House, apparently connected with that system, 
lids? What crowds your jails with criminals, | had been referred. 
and gives employment to the hangman? It is; Mr. Witiiams, of North Carolina, was of the 
intemperance in the use of spirituous liquors. And, | same opinion ; not that the Committee of Ways 
if itbe in the power of Government to restrain | and Means was overburdened with business, but, 
this deluge of moral evil, and diminish the sum | if it was properly the province of the Committee 
of human misery ; if, by levying a tax, you snatch | of Manufactures to report the bill which they had 
one victim from ruin, and rescue his helpless | reported for laying additional duties on imports, 
family from the depths of degradation, will you | it was at least equally proper that this subject 
not exert the power ? , should be referred to that committee. 

And, Mr. C. asked, what measure could so ef-| Mr. Nevson, of Maryland, hoped that this me- 
fectually aid the productive industry, and promote morial would not be referred to the Committee of 











the real prosperity of the country, as that which Manufactures. He could not conceive, he said, 
shall lessen the consumption of ardent spirit ? | why such a direction should be given to it. He 
| did not understand it to be the wish of the gentle- 


And who are the consumers? They are either 
the wine-bibbers, the men of wealth, who indulge 
in riot and luxury, and who can afford to pay, or 
they are those miserable wretches whom naked- 
ness cannot shame: whose filth renders the kennel 
in which they wallow more filthy, the voluntary 
outcasts from society, and from whom society has 
aright to extort this pittance, as the only punish- 
ment which can reach them for the outrages they 
have committed. - 


There is no country where the means of intoxi- 
cation are so abundant and so cheap as in our 


| 

| 
own, and the consequences are daily more appa- | will be lessened, should that bill pass. 
rent and more and more alarming. The rich | Mr. FLoyp said he had no objection to the pro- 
bounties of Heaven, our precious breadstuffs, and | position of the gentleman to refer the subject to a 
our delicious fruits, are converted into this fatal | Committee of the Whole. All he wished was, 
poison, disguised in a thousand forms, to allure us | that the whole system should be presented at one 
to destruction. It enters into every door, and the view. It had been avowed, in debate, by two 
cup is presented to iy lip. Whilst you tax the | different gentlemen, that this Government would 
tea, the coffee, the molasses, the sugar, and the | hereafter have to be supported by internal taxa- 
salt, used by every member of every poor family, | tion. That being the ground on which gentlemen 
you suffer the weet the gin, and the brandy of | are disposed to legislate, he wished to have every 


the country, in their desolating progress, to blight | part of the system presented to the consideration 
its fairest prospects, “as with blasting and mil- | of the House. x 


dew.” 

_In every view which he could take of this ques- | 
tion, Mr. C. said, he was led to this conclusion; | Torspay, February 4. 

that there is no fairer, or more legitimate object! Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com- 
of taxation, than spirituous liquors; and thatsound | merce, to which was referred the bill from the 


man from New Jersey, or of the memorialists, to 
| protect the manufacture of spirits, by imposing an 
| excise upon it. Itseemed to him the proper course 

to be pursued in regard to this bill would be to re- 
fer it to the Committee of the Whole House to 
' whom is referred the bill reported by the Commit- 
/teeon Manufactures. It did appear to him, if that 
| bill was to be passed, and our present system of 
| revenue was to be invaded, this new project of 
the gentleman from New Jersey ought to go to 
that committee, that it might devise some plan to 
raise a revenue to the amount that the revenue 





policy, good morals, and the public happiness, re- 
quire that the arm of the Government should be 
felt, in a tax upon the consumption of this article. 
And for the purpose of asking the serious attention 
of the House to so important a topic, he submitted 
the motion, viz: 


“That so much of the New Jersey Memorial as re- 
lates to an additional duty upon imported liquors, and 
an excise upon domestic spirit, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with instructions to in- 
quire and report on the expediency of the measure. 
And that the residue of the said memorial be referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union.” 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—25 





Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of Alexan- 
der Humphrey and Sylvester Humphrey,” made 
a detailed report thereon, recommending that the 
House do not pass the said bill. The bill was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Hitt, the Committee on the 
Public Buildings were instructed to consider and 
report what alterations will be necessary to be 
made in the Hall of the Representatives, so as to 
accommodate the increased number of members of 
which the Eighteenth Congress will consist. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, the Committee of 
Claims were instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing unto Daniel Fielding the amount 
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of.a wagon and team lost in the service of the 
United States during the late war. 

Mr. Biackvenes, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, made a report 
relative to the providing rooms in the Capitol for 
the accommodation of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives; which was read, and ordered to 
lie.on the table. 

Mr. Fuuter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was committed the bill from the 
Senate for the relief of Samuel F. Hooker, reported 
the same with amendments; which were read; and 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time to- 
morrow. 

The joint resolution yesterday laid on the table 
by Mr. Campse t, of Ohio, making provision for 
the distribution of the copies of the Digest of Manu- 
factures and Manufacturing Establishments in the 
United States, was read a second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
list. of newspapers and periodical publications, 
with a catalogue of books purchased for the use 
of the Navy Department, for the last six years; 
as also a similar list and catalogue from the office 
of the Commissioners of the Navy; which letter 
and lists were ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a statement of contracts made by the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy, during the year 1822; which 
letter and statement were also ordered to lie on 
the.table. 

A Message was received from the Presipent 
or THE Unitep Srartes, which was read, and is 
as follows: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 12th of December last, request- 
ing the President to communicate to the House such 
information as he might possess, with regard to any 
expedition prepared in the United States, and having 
sailed from thence, within the year 1822, against the 
territory or dependency of any Power in amity with 
the United States; and to inform the House whether 
any measures had béen taken to bring to condign pun- 
ishment persons who have been concerned in such 
expedition, contrary to the laws,—I transmit to the 
House reports from the Secretaries of State and of the 
Treasury, with the documents mentioned in each. 
Those documents contain all the information in pos- 
session of the Executive relating to the subject of the 
resolution. 

That a force of a very limited extent has been 
equipped in the ports of the United States, and sailed 
from thence, for the purpose described in the resolu- 
tion, is manifest, from the documents now communi- 
cated. The reports from the collectors of Philadel- 
phia and New York will show in what manner this 
equipment escaped their notice. 


The first information of this equipment was received | 


from St. Bartholomews, the place of its rendezvous. 
This was confirmed afterwards from Curacoa, with 
an account of its failure. Should any of those persons 
return within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
care will be taken that the laws applicable to such 
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offences are duly enforced against them. Whether 
any aid was afforded by others, to the parties engaged 
in this unlawful and contemptible adventure, in the 
ports in which it was planned, inconsistent with ordj- 
nary commercial transactions, and contrary to the 
laws of the United States, will be referred to the Attor- 
ney General, on whose advice any measures in regard 
to them will depend. 
JAMES MONROE, 
Fesrvary 4, 1823. 


The Message and documents were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Abraham Snyder,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 


COINS AND MINT. 


Mr. Rocuester, from the committee appointed 
on the 13th ultimo, and who were by a resolution 
adopted on the 23d ultimo instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of prolonging the continuance 
of the Mint at Philadelphia, and whether any 
amendments in the laws regulating the coins of 
the United States, be necessary ; and also whether 
it would be expedient to make certain foreign gold 
coins receivable in payment of debts due to the 
United States,—made a detailed report, accom- 
panied by a bill to prolong the continuance of the 
Mint at Philadelphia; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The report is as follows: 


That, on the 16th day of October, 1786, Congress 
passed an ordinance for the establishment of a Mint, 
agreeably to resolutions of the 8th August preceding, 
founded on a report from the then Board of Treasury. 

That, on the 2d of April, 1792, the first act passed 
regulating the coins of the United States, and estab- 
lishing a Mint, to be situate and carried on at the Seat 
of Government for the time being. This act defined 
the national standard, and designated the description 
and denominations of the various American golJ, sil- 
ver, and copper coins. 

No alteration has been since made by law in the 
standard, relative value, or weight, of the respective 
coins, except in those of copper, which, by an act of 
14th January, 1793, underwent a small diminution of 
weight, and were, subsequently, by an act of 27th De- 
cember, 1795, on account of the increased price of 
copper, reduced to their present weight, viz., seven pen- 
nyweights for cents, and for half cents in proportion. 
On the removal of the Seat of Government to Wash- 
ington, by an act concerning the Mint, of 3d March, 
1801, the Mint was continued at Philadelphia until 
4th March, 1803, and has been continued there since, 
by several successive acts of Congress, the last of 
which, approved 14th January, 1818, will expire on 
the 4th day of March next. 

It is hardly necessary to urge the propriety of con- 
tinuing the Mint. All well regulated commercial 
countries maintain establishments for the making of 
national coinage. Ours has the sanction of a resolu- 
tion of Congress, so long ago as the 2lst February, 
1782, predicated upon a report of a committee of the 

tates. It is at present in a highly improved state, 


and fully adequate to all its appropriate purposes. 


The power to coin money, and to regulate its value, 


being vested by the Constitution in Congress exclu- 
sively, the States might reasonably complain, were the 
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regular operations of business and trade, and, in some | of the United States, large deposites were made through 
degree, involving our, national character, to be ne- | it in European coins; and, of late years, the deposites 
glected. of silver, from Mexico and the Republics of South 
At the commencement of the present year, thesilver | America, have been very considerable, generally 
coined at the Mint amounted to $12,611,199, and the | through the same medium. While the mints of those 
gold coinage to $7,709,847, ‘The committee cannot | countries are in a great measure inoperative, there is 
retend to any precision in estimating the probable | no doubt but that the bullion from the mines may in- 
amount of gold and silver coins now in the United | crease our deposites; yet, when their mints renew 
States ; some of our statistical writers put it at sixteen | their operations, (as doubtless they will before long,) 
millions, being one and a half million less than was | the importation of their coins and bullion must wholly 
supposed to be in the country in 1804, according to | depend upon the extent of our commerce with them. 
Blodget’s Manual. It is thought, however, not t be | The importation of gold from thence, which has found 
underrating the present aggregate amount, by stating it | its way to the Mint, has never been very considerable; 
(including foreign gold and silver) at less than has | that of their silver, during the last five years, amounts 
been coined of those metals at our Mint. to $1,476,680, while that from all other places amounts 
With respect to the copper coinage it may be ne- | to $2,869,024. 
cessary to state, that, since the year 1795, copper, in| The committee ask leave to bring in a bill for the 
the form of planchets, ready for coinage, has been pro- | further continuance of the Mint at Philadelphia; to 
cured on contract from England ; that the supply now | which bill they have added a section, providing an 
on hand, uncoined, will probably give employment to | amendment in the existing laws, which allow no de- 
the Mint for the remainder of the year 1823, on this | duction for the refining of silver, unless when below 
description of coinage, and is estimated to be worth | our standard, nor any compensation for the expense of 


exercise of a power so intimately connected with the For some time after the establishment of the Bank 
about $14,000; the total amount of copper coinage at | alloy in reducing to the legal standard such silver de- 





this time, is $446,400; it is the only branch of coin- | posites as are of a quality superior to the standard. 
age which has afforded any profit to the Government ; The Director of the Mint, in a communication of 
this profit has varied from time to time, according to | the 30th ultimo, addressed to. a member of the com- 
the price of copper in England, and the rate of ex- | mittee, states, that “it has been ascertained, from 
change, but may fairly be set down at about twenty | many years’ experience, that the wastage on coining 
percent. Should the mines in the regions of Lake | is about one grain per ounce—and this is the allow- 
Superior, spoken of in the intelligent communication | ance made to the chief coiner. That on melting and 
made to the Secretary of War by Mr. Schoolcraft, | refining would probably be as much; but a reduction 
Indian agent at the Saut of St. Marie, and submitted | is made from this of all the charges for refining gold 
to Congress in December last, prove us valuable as | and silver below our standard, which is accounted for 
the agent represents them, there is little doubt but | to the Treasury of the United States. Nothing is re- 
that, in the event of the extinguishment of the Indian | tained, except for refining the gold or silver below our 
title thereto, and of the erection of a refining establish- | standard; and that, as above, is deducted from the al- 
ment on an efficient basis, taken in connexion with the | lowance of wastage. This, during the last five years, 
increasing facilities for transportation, by water, from | amounted to $2,147.” 
that region to the seaboard, they will furnish a super- | ; 
cee supply of copper for all the purposes of the HOUR OF MEETING. 
int, as well as for every other necessary one, at a | Mr. Cuamsers, of Ohio, rose and observed 
: , 
Seer en at eaahat which the same metal | that. a few days since, a majority of the House 
7 & nn’ had voted that the hour of meeting should be 11 
The committee are not aware of any circumstance, ; N h day. sub 
growing out of the operations of the Mint, or of the | ° clock, A. M. On the ‘next day, Subsequent to 
manner in which it has been conducted, which denotes this resolution . taking effect, they had re-resolved 
any, abuse, or demands a suspension of its operations. | 2Ot to meet until the hour of 12 at noon. Not be- 
Its location, is perhaps, on all accounts, as favorable as | lieving that the House had acted with due delib- 
any other which might be designated, and for some | eration on the subject, but apprehending that the 
reasons obviously more so, to wit: economy in the | decision might have been hastily made, he had 
public expense. The whole establishment, including | presumed again to present the subject for consid- 
buildings, lots, and machinery, has, altogether, cost | eration. But, as to the propriety of a motion for 
about $36,000, and, if exposed to sale, would probably | an earlier meeting of the House, said he, I am 
fall far short of the expense that would be necessary | supported in my own convictions by the example 
for the purchase of another suitable site, and for the | of one whose correctness on subjects appertaining 
erection and furnishing of a National Mint at the Seat | to the economy and conduct of this House. I am 
“ fete pnarnery : ' sure no gentleman on this floor will doubt or ques- 
gain, most of the deposites of gold and silver have | sion, On the 24th of January last past a year, 
been, and probably will continue to be, made by the | the honorable Mr. Lowndes, then a member of 
Bank of the United States; and those that are not this House, now no longer a member of any com- 
made by that bank, are generally transferred to it in : , in | te the pub- 
Mint certificates. ‘This fact would seem to indicate | @2"!'Y here below, in his Zeal to ne f hen 
the propriety, if not necessity, of keeping those two lie good, and to expedite the business of the na- 
institutions near each other. tion, moved that the hour of meeting should be 
Under the laws regulating the operations of the | changed from twelve to eleven o’clock, A. M. 
Mint, no seignorage can be charged on the coinage of | We have now advanced, in point of time, toa 
gold or silver. On copper, which, as before mention- | period eleven days later than that which I have 
ed, is coined on account of Government, the profit, | Just alluded to. This proposition was made, sir, 
during the last five years, has exceeded $30,000. at a session which was only limited by the dis- 
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cretion of this House. For the present session,] Mr. Couven, of New York, being opposed to 
our Constitutional powers terminate here on the | the motion, briefly stated his reasons for being so, 
3d day of March next. We have now only twen- | It was a mistake more general than it ought to be 
ty-four acting days, in which we must despatch | supposed that the members of the two Houses of 
the immense mass of business before us, or let it; Congress are only employed in the discharge of 

down to oblivion. Look at your list of the| their public duties during the time in which they 
orders of the day, amounting to more than we are in actual session. Much time, he said, must 
hundred and fifty different subjects. See your! necessarily be employed in acquiring the infor- 
table loaded with nearly two hundred additional | mation and making the investigations required to 
subjects, besides those in the hands of your com- | enable members to discharge with intelligence 
mittees. Of these subjects, about one hundred | their duty to their country. It would be recol- 
and seventy are the cases of private individuals, | lected that the documents printed for the use of 
many of whom have thus far appealed in vain to| the House, during the last session, alone, com- 
our magnanimity or justice. Your faithful com-| prised fifteen volumes, averaging, perhaps, four 
mittees have performed their duty. They have| hundred pages each. If the House is to meet 
considered, decided, and reported. They have | early and sit late, how can we digest this mass of 
said to many—Your claims are just, they ought | documentary matter ?_ There are, it is true, mas- 
to be allowed. Shall we, then, not take time to| ter spirits who intuitively acquire information ; 
relieve the poor, the distressed, or anxious ex-| there are others, who are so well informed before 
pectants, from the pains of hope eternally defer- | they come here, that they have exactly all the in- 
red? I trust we will. ~ Much time, labor, and | formation necessary to discharge their duties with- 
expense, has been spent in deliberating on these | out further acquisition. Probably the honorable 
claims, and maturing the decisions of your com- | gentleman who made this motion, and others who 
mittees. See your desks burdened with a mass | will vote with him in favor of it, are of this de- 
of information in the documents printed on these | scription. For his own part, Mr. C. said, it re- 
several subjects, for the use of the House. Will! quired all his time, when the House was not in 
we not now act upon this information, or shall we | session, to acquire information proper to fit him 
suffer it all to be lost? Each individual claim | for the discharge of his duty when in the House. 
which is not now disposed of, may, in the discre-| And his opinion was, that if members would re- 
tion of the petitioners, be re-presented to the next | ally devote their time, when disengaged from the 
Congress—be again referred to the respective com- | House, in possessing themselves of information 
mittees, who must again go into the labor of con- | proper to enable them to legislate understandingly, 





sideration and reporting. The facts must all be| the House would do more business, not only by 
reprinted, and the previous labor and expense will | meeting later, but even more, by meeting every 
be wholly lost. The members of this House, Mr. | other day, than it now does by meeting every day. 
C. added, are liberally paid by the nation fortheir| Mr. Harpin said he was ready to meet at any 
services. We are bound to make our best exer- | hour in the day the House should appoint, say 10, 
tions, and to devote as much of our time to the | 11, or 12; but he rose to suggest that, when the 
public business as may be consistent with a good | House determined, the other day, to meet at 11 in- 
economy in the arrangement of the hours of busi- | stead of 12 o’clock, he had the curiosity to count 
ness. Have we made such an arrrangement ? | the House at the hour appointed for meeting, and 
Does our daily progress indicate an intention to | he found there were not more than etghteen mem- 
finish the great mass of business before us in any | bers present, and it was some time after that hour 
other probable way than by postponement? [| before aquorum had assembled. The committees, 
think it does not. I believe, sir, that we are too | he said, cannot well meet before 10 o’clock, and 
inert ; that there is really an indisposition in the | frequently they did not assemble until 11 o’clock ; 
House to transact much business at the present | so that, too early an hour of meeting for the House 
session. Such is public opinion. It is abroad in! would rather prevent than facilitate the transac- 
your public journals. And I am proud when [| tion of business. His object, however, was not 
see the independent suggestions of these faithful | to consume more time—for this motion had been 
sentinels of the public weal, delivered with all| introduced in a way not to economize time, par- 
that frankness and candor which is produced by | ticularly when connected with the call for the 
an intimate knowledge of the fact. Mr. C. said| yeas and nays. He moved to lay the motion of 
he would not have taken up so much of the time | Mr. Cuampers on the table. 

of the House, but from a conscientious sense of| Mr. Wricut made some observations on the 
duty—a duty which he owed to himself, to his| importance of devoting time to the examination 
constituents, and the nation. The House would | of documents, and preparation of business before 
do him the justice to allow that he was not often | undertaking to act upon it. The only way, indeed, 
troublesome, nor yet tedious. I now move, sir,| to avoid unnecessary debate, was, to understand 
said he, that, meal the further order of this House, | the subjects which come before the House, which 
the regular hour of meeting shall be eleven o’clock, | could only be accomplished by devoting time to 
A. M., and hope that, although a majority of this| the study of them. He was convinced that the 
House may differ in opinion with me on this ques- | present was a better distribution of time than that 
tion, they will nevertheless have the magnanimity | which was now proposed to be made. But the gen- 
to have it decided by ayes and noes, which I| tleman had quoted the language of persons out of 
respectfully ask. doors, and even the remarks of editors of newspa- 











= GS =a © 


~ —_—- Te Ss ae oe 


- 


—_ TS OO on. d Or. 


ne 


809 HISTORY OF 


CONGRESS. 810 





Fesruary, 1823. 


—— 


rs in support of his motion. Now, Mr. W. said, 
if such remarks were considered as authority, he 
could show that they were overruled by the same 
authority. Mr. W. then quoted the editorial re- 
marks from the National Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing on the subject now under debate, and expressed 
his coincidence in the sentiments, his regard for 
the authors of them, and his conviction of their 
sincere devotion to the public interests, &c. To 
get rid of this question altogether, Mr. W. then 
renewed the motion (which Mr. Harpin had with- 
drawn to accommodate him) to lay the resolve on 
the table. 

On this question, Mr. CuameBers required the 
yeas and nays; which being taken, as required by 
rule, without debate, was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 94, nays 64. 

So Mr. CuamsBers’s motion was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


WESTERN ARMORY PROPOSED. 


Mr. Brecxenripes, of Kentucky, subinitted for 
consideration the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to report a bill to establish a National 
Armory on the Western waters. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. BrecKenripGE said, he had offered this res- 
olution, without intending the smallest imputation 
on the Military Committee ; and he thought he 
was justified by circumstances, in pressing it on 
the consideration of the House. Such a resolution 
had been offered at the last session of Congress, 
and referred to the Military Committee ; but that 
committee was so divided in opinion on the sub- 
ject, that they could not agree upon a report, and 
the subject was not finally acted upon, in any 
way, at the last session. At the present session, 
Mr. B. said, he had himself presented a similar 
resolution, and he understood that the Military 
Committee was now divided in opinion upon the 
subject, as they had been at the last session ; and, 
although a majority of the committee was in favor 
of the object, a majority could not agree on the 
particular mode by which the object shall be ac- 
complished. Mr. B., therefore, had thought it 
proper to present the question thus directly to the 
consideration of the House. That the measure 
was important and of peculiar interest to the West- 
ern country, could not, Mr. B. said, be denied. 
How, he asked, do the facts stand? We find, by 
a report laid before the House at this session, that 
there is a deficiency in the proportion of arms 
which ought to be delivered to the Western coun- 
try by the General Government. According to 
that report, supposing that the nine Western States 
and Territories contain one-fourth of the popula- 
tion of the country, there is a deficit of upwards of 
three thousand stand of arms in the yearly quan- 
tity furnished to the Western country. He be- 
lieved, he said, that there is too high a sense of 
justice in Congress to suffer them for a moment 
to refuse that portion of the benefits of their legis- 
lation to the Western country, which it is by its 
population and circumstances entitled to. The 
militia of the Western country are as subject as 





Western Armory. 


any other, in time of war, to calls upon them for 

actual service ; and in what situation were a por- 

tion of that militia, when called to the field dur- 

ing the last war? They were found destitute of 

arms; the Government was unable to supply 

them ; they were marched, however, to the field 

of battle, and whilst in the field were slaughtered, 

without arms in their hands wherewith to defend 

themselves. We all recollect the scenes which 

occurred on the bank of the Mississippi, where 

hundreds of your citizens were marched to meet 

the enemy, not even with arms in their hands, but 

to be slaughtered without the power of resistance. 

It is the duty of every nation, said Mr. Brecxen- 

RIDGE, in time of peace to prepare for war. As 

one of the means of discharging this duty, you are 

manufacturing arms. On this side of the moun- 
tains, you have two extensive manufactories of 

arms; and you have also a Military Academy. 

These establishments, he said, were proper and 
valuable to prepare us in some degree for the aw- 
ful period of war. But will you not arm all your 
citizens alike? Will you not arm the West as 
well as the East, and expend some portion of your 
money there as well as here? Millions on mil- 
lions are expended on public establishments on this 
side of the mountains, and nothing on the other. 
We ask you not, said Mr. B., for navies, fortifica- 
tions, lighthouses, &c., but simply for arms for 
the militia of the West. That portion of our militia 
behaved, during the late war, atleast as well as those 
of any other portion of the United States, and their 
claims, and the claims of the Western country, in 
regard to the matter now before the House, were 
entitled to be heard, and ought to be heard. Ac- 
cording to the statements before the House, the 
quantity of arms annually made for the United 
States was about 38,000, viz: 24,000 by the pub- 
lic armories, and 14,000 by contracts, made under 
the act of 1808 for arming the whole body of the 
militia of the United Sates. It was well known that 
the arms made at the public factories are better than 
any that aremadeat theprivateestablishments ; the 
expense of transportation across the mountains, 
too, was as much as one-fourteenth of the value 
of the arms, both which considerations strongly 
recommended the establishment of an armory on 
the Western waters by the Government. Shall 
we, said he, again place ourselves in the situation 
in which we were placed during the late war? 
At that time, arms were sent by the Government 
from this quarter to New Orleans. And when 
did they arrive there? After the war was at an 
end; after the enemy had been expelled. The 
vessel carrying the arms was three months in get- 
ting from Pittsburgh to New Orleans. With re- 
gard to the consideration of expense, he presumed 
this proposition would meet with no objection on 
that score. Materials, labor, and the necessaries 
of life, are cheaper on the other side the moun- 
tains than they are on this side, and more abun- 
dant. We have project upon project on foot for 
the employment of the three millions of dollars 
which are understood to be now in the Treasury. 
No better objects can be devised for this purpose 
than those which justice impose upon us. One of 
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these is to equalize the distribution of arms so as | subject. The immense loss of blood and treasure, 


that the West should receive its due proportion, 
instead of much less than its due proportion, which, 
from the documents before the House, it appear- 
ed now to receive. In order that an end may be 
put to this inequality, in the most efficient and 
convenient and least expensive manner, he al 
posed this resolution, which he hoped would be 
to. 

Mr. Watworrtnu was in favor of the object of 
this proposition, but, that the House might act 
understandingly upon it, thought it proper to state 
what were the opinions actually disclosed in the 
Military Committee upon the subject. A bare 
majority of that committee were in favor of the 
object of the resolution referred to them, but a 
majority could not be united in favor of a mode of 
carrying it into effect. A portion of the commit- 
tee was in favor of authorizing the President of 
the United States to select a site for an armory, 
and of authorizing surveys and estimates of the 
cost of the buildings, &c., to be made. Buta 

rt of the committee was not willing to go that 
noth, being in favor of reporting a joint resolu- 
tion, declaring it expedient to establish an armory 
on the Western waters, and authorizing the Pre- 
sident to cause different sites therefor to be exam- 
ined and reported upon, with a view to the selec- 
tion of a site, by Congress, at the next session. 
Such was the variety of opinions in the commit- 
tee, upon the subject, that they had not yet been 
able to agree upon a report. 

Mr. WixutaMs, of North Carolina, said he did 
not know that he had ever seen this course pur- 
sued, of asking the House to decide instanter upon 
an affirmative proposition of this sort, involving 
the decision of an important principle. The usual 
course was to instruct committees to inquire into 
the expediency of any particular measure, &c. 
He saw no propriety in departing, in this in- 
stance, from the usual course of proceeding. He 
took it for granted that there would be as great a 
diversity of opinion in the House, on this subject, 
as there had been in the committee, and that the 
House-was as unprepared to decide the question 
as the committee had found itself to be. The 
proper course with such a proposition as this, 
would be to refer it to a Committee of the Whole, 
where it might be as amply discussed as if it were 
a bill. Mr. W. then moved to refer the resolu- 
tion to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, said that he 
had not heard the resolution very distinctly, but, 
if he understood it correctly, it proposed instruct- 
ing the committee to report a bill to establish an 
armory on the Western waters. He rose, he said, 
to suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
BRECKENRIDGE,) that a bill had been some days 
since reported in the Senate for this purpose, now 
on our files, which, if passed, would supersede the 
necessity of reporting another bill. He was him- 
self decidedly in favor of the object of the resolu- 
tion. The arguments in favor of establishing a 
national armory in the West, were obvious and 
irresistible. The disastrous experience of the late 
war, had furnished conclusive evidence on this 


occasioned by the want of arms in the West, was 
too recent, and severe to have been forgotten. |p 
point of economy, it was the interest of the Goy- 
ernment. It had cost one dollar per stand to 
transport arms tothe West. Thirty thousand stand 
was now required to supply the deficiency in the 
West, and at least ten thousand per annun, here- 
after. The transportation of these arms alone 
would soon amou~t to a sum sufficient to pur- 
chase a site and erect an armory. Besides, it js 
well known that supplies and materials of every 
kind could be had cheaper in the West. He said 
he had a day or two since received a letter from 
a respectable gentleman in the West, describing a 
site at the head of the Western navigable waters, 
which could be purchased by the Government for 
an inconsiderable sum, possessing every possible 
advantage; where fuel (a principal article of ex- 
pense) could be supplied for centuries at an ex- 
nse not exceeding at the works two cents per 
ushel, not one tenth part of the cost at other armo- 
ries ; situated, too, in the midst of a number of iron 
works a few miles distant; in a country abound- 
ing with supplies of every sort, at the lowest prices, 
and even supplying, to some extent, the armories 
established in the Kast. Our foreign markets, he 
said, had failed, and it is the duty and interest of 
the Government, to establish manufactories and 
markets at home. Besides, said Mr. S., you have 
not only established all the armories in the East, 
but sallionn were annually expended in the erec- 
tion of forts and fortifications, ships and vessels of 
war, lighthouses, &c., along our seacoast, and 
shall we refuse to permit the West to make their 
own arms, when they can do it so much cheaper, 
and are always so prompt to use them when their 
country required it? He, therefore, heartily con- 
curred with the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BRECKENRIDGE) in the object of his motion, though 
he thought it would be fully accomplished by the 
bill from the Senate. If the subject was, how- 
ever, pressed, he said he would vote for the reso- 
lution. 

The discussion had gone thus far, when Mr. 
Top asked if the hour allotted by rule to the re- 
ception of original propositions had not expired? 
Being answered by the Speaker that it had, Mr. 
Top moved that the House do resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole, with a view to take 
up the bill for the encouragement of manufactures. 

The House agreed to the motion, thus postpon- 
ing until to-morrow the discussion of Mr. Brecx- 
ENRIDGE’S motion. 


NEW TARIFF BILL. 


Being in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. Tomuinson in the Chair— 

Mr. SrewarT moved to take up the bill pro- 
viding for the repair of the Cumberland Road, 
in preference to the Manufactures bill; which 
motion the House overruled by a vote of 76 to 64. 

On motion of Mr. Top, the Committee then 
resumed the consideration of his bill. 

The question being on the motion to strike out 
the enacting clause— 
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Mr. Durres, of Rhode Island, said that the very | at home. We are told by the chairman of the 
high respect which he felt for the opinion of gen- | Committee of Manufactures, and very truly, too, 
tlemen, who favored the policy of this bill, obliged | that we have the materials, or capacity to produce 
him to express the reasons by which he was gov- | the materials, inexhaustible, of all the articles, the 
erned in opposing it in its present form. He was | manufacture of which this bill proposes to pro- 
the more inclined to do this, as the proposed mea-| mote. We have an abundance of the raw mate- 
sure had been defended, on the ground that it was | rials for the manufacture of iron, of glass, of lead; 
butan extension of the policy of the tariff of 1816, | supply inexhaustible of cotton, and that the soil 
in relation to coarse cottons, thus at once appeal- | of our country can produce hemp, flax, and wool, 
ing to the generosity and justice of those who had | to any extent. 
been benefited by that measure. Besides, it might, It is undoubtedly true that we do, or can, fur- 
be recollected that he was one of the Committee | nish these materials in abundance. Nature has 
of Manufactures at the last session, to whom a! bounteously provided, not only this, but every 
bill, the prominent features of which strongly re-| other country, with the ore for the manufacture 
sembled those of the one now under consideration, | of iron, and the sand and alkali for the manufac- 
was presented, and was, by a majority of the | ture of glass; the materials themselves are of but 
committee, regarded as inexpedient and unneces- | little value; in their natural state they are worth 
sary. This decision had been charged upon those | nothing. The whole value may be said to con- 
who made it, as a strong indication of hostility to | sist in the labor which is added to them; and 
the manufacturing interest. where is your additional labor, and skill, and prac- 

So far as this charge related to himself, he could | tical knowledge, to manufacture the additional 
say, in answer to it, that there was no interest, the | quantity of iron and glass, which this bill proposes 
eye? of which he was more desirous of pro- | to compel us to manufacture? Itis really of more 
moting, by all fair and politic means, than that | importance to show that we are possessed of the 
of the manufacturer. Until the commencement | additional labor, the kind of labor and skill neces- 
of this discussion, he did not believe that there | sary for the manufacture of these articles, than 
was a single exception to the general opinion in | to show that we are possessed of the materials: in 
favor of establishing domestic manufactures. In | their crude and natural state. What is necessary 
his friendship towards them, he agreed with the | to promote the manufacture of lead in Missouri, 
advocates of the bill. They furnished a home| where a hundred pounds of earth, we are told, 
market ; they kept our property subject to our own | will yield eighty pounds of metal? Not an in- 
laws, and gave it all the benefit of our free insti-| crease of duty upon the imported article, but an 
tutions, without exposing it to the capriciousness | additional population in the district yielding the 
of foreign despotism; but, although there could | metal in such an inexhaustible abundance. You 
hardly be more than one opinion as to their util- | will then have the additional labor necessary for 
ity and importance, yet the question, when we} the extraction of the metal, and establishments 
should protect, and how far we should go in pro- | for the manufacture of the material into useful ar- 
tecting them, by commercial restrictions, is one | ticles will naturally spring up, aided by local ad- 
upon which the warmest and most zealous friends | vantages. 
of the manufacturing interest may be expected to} If our country has the capacity to produce hemp 
differ. and flax to such an inconceivable extent, we must 

It seemed to him that the advocates of the pro- | at least allow time to the farmer to change his 
posed measures ought to have shown that they | mode of culture, and become better acquainted 
were necessary ; that capital employed in man-j| with the method of preparing it for the manufac- 
ufactures had become, or at least was becoming, | turer. It is said, that it is this deficiency in skill, 
unprofitable, and that the manufacturing classes | that at present gives the foreigner an advantage 
are suffering for the want of relief which is pro- | over him in our market. But to the high price of 

posed to be given. So far from showing this, it | labor, to its scarcity in the Western States, where 
does not appear but that they are in a more pros- | the cultivation of these plants could be most suc- 
perous condition than any other class of the com- | cessfuly carried on, may be fairly attributed the 
munity. Look, said he, at their memorials. They | slow progress which has yet been made in this 
do not complain that their business has become} branch of agricultural industry. Sir, the very 
unprofitable to them; that their machinery lies | useful invention which was exhibited here during 
unoccupied ; and that the laborer is out of employ ; | the last session, by which labor, to a vast amount, 
their complaint seems to be, that commerce is | is saved, must accomplish all and far more than 
producing a ruinous balance against the country, | any duty which could be levied on the foreign 
which it would be politic in the Government to| article. It must produce the same effect on the 
reduce, by diminishing our foreign importations. | agriculture of the West, which the invention of 
Sir, so far as my own observations extend, the | the cotton gin produced on the agriculture of the 
measures proposed are not called for by the com-| South. But, siryif this bill proposes to encourage 
munity at large, and are measures which it is not | the cultivation of hemp in this country, it is cer- 
expected you will at this time adopt. tainly not well calculated to promote manufac- 

By what arguments is it, that the policy of this| tures from that material. It is a tax upon the 
bill is defended ? Why, it is said, that we are| manufacturer, who is now able to send a share of 
purchasing of foreign nations those manufactures | his labor to foreign markets, but who, if subject 
which we might produce in sufficient abundance | to this duty, must give place to the foreign manu- 
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facturer. Thus, if this bill be calculated to in- | These colonies, extending from the region of the 
crease the domestic supply of the raw material, it | “opics to the icy circle of the North, with a po 
has the effect of diminishing the demand for the | ulation of hardy adventurers, constantly increasin 
manufactured article. every day augmented their demands on the mother 
A heavy duty is proposed to be levied on coarse | Country for her manufactures, which demands, jn 
woollen cloths, and another is proposed to be levied | turn, every day augmented the sum of her manp. 
on importations of wool. Thus showing that the | facturing capital and labor. It is said by a writer 
manufacturer is already in advance of the producer | 0n this subject, some time previous to the Revoly. 
of the raw material, and increasing his demand | tion, that the population of the colonies they 
for a domestic supply ; a demand which will be | amounted to one million of white persons, and fiye 
answered, duty or no duty, to its full extent. Sir, | hundred thousand slaves, and that every white 
to show that we are possessed of the means of fur- | person in the colonies gave se to four 
nishing this material to any supposable extent, is | persons in England. It was her colonies, and not 
not all that is required to justify the exclusion of | her commercial restrictions alone, which so ex- 
the foreign manufacture; it should be made to | tended and increased her manufactures. 
appear that we are possessed of that skill, which | But the example of Spain has been named as 
is absolutely essential to the prosperous manufac- the reverse of that of England. Sir, it was not 
ture of this article ; a skill of which, when once | the want of commercial restrictions; it was not 
we are possessed, will give our manufacture a | her free commerce, that reduced her to wretched. 
complete control of the domestic market. A gen- | ness and misery. There is no country which has 
eral improvement in the art of coloring, only, | carried the principle of privilege and exclusion to 
would be sufficient to increase the consumption of | a greater extent. One city formerly engrossed the 
domestic manufactures of this description beyond | commerce of South America; latterly, it was di- 
any thing which the proposed duty can do. For- | vided among four. She undertook to supply her 
eign competition, so far from having a tendency | colonies with manufactures, and she imported the 
to prevent the attainment of the necessary skill, | precious metals to the full extent of the wishes of 
must have the effect of promoting it. High duties | the friends of exclusion. But it was not her com- 
might increase the quantity, but could not have a | mercial policy—it was the rigor of her Govern- 
tendency to improve the quality of the manufac- | ment—it was the sanguinary cruelty of her ecele- 
ture. siastical despotism, that degraded her from her (or- 
But, in support of this bill, the examples of | mer rank among nations. Ina country where the 
other nations have been appealed to. All the | Viceroy was legalized to plunder the subject, that 
Governments of Europe, it is said, which can | the Crown might, in turn, plunder the Viceroy; 
make any pretensions to a sound policy, have |in a country, the streets of whose cities were 
adopted a system of exclusion. Sir, it is by no | thronged by day with processions of monks and 
means denied, that when capital, to any conside- | friars, and lighted by night with the torch of the 
rable extent, has been invested, and bahiok em- | Inquisition in quest of her victim; in a country 
—_ in any branch of manufacturing industry ; | where the arts and sciences were proscribed, and 
and when, by war, or the course of political | life, liberty, and property, found no security, it 
events, the capital thus invested, and labor thus | would have been a prodigy, indeed, had agricul- 
employed, have been rendered profitless—it is not | ture, or commerce, or manufactures, flourished, or 
denied that those Governments, under such cir- | otherwise than withered under the influence of her 
cumstances, have given them relief by protecting | tyranny. The present flourishing condition of 
duties, and even prohibitions. It is not denied, | France has been named: but France enjoyed the 
that, under such circumstances, the protection is | full benefit of the restrictive system of Wepoléce, 
both politic and necessary ; but no Government | and yet we are told, that, when she emerged from 
that can make any pretensions to a sound policy, | it, she had retrograded half a century. The Neth- 
has ever adopted a system of forcing capital from | erlands has been named as furnishing an example 
one branch of business into another, and of driving | of the effects of a free commerce, and have been 
labor from the employment in which it has been | contrasted with the condition of France. The 
educated, to new and untried occupations. To | freedom of her commerce seemed to afford grounds 
England, in particular, has been imputed the pol- | for stating, as a matter of inference, it is presumed, 
icy of encouraging her manufactures by commer- | that she had no manufactures. Sir, Dutch indus- 
cial restrictions. So far, sir, from crippling her | try and Dutch ingenuity are proverbial all over the 
commerce, it has been the uniform policy of Eng- | world. She early furnished England with the 
land to promote it by all possible means. The | germ of her woollen manufacture, in the artisans 


constant object of her policy, was the creation of 
a military marine. It was on that, that her own 
safety, and the safety of her distant possessions, de- 
pended. If she imposed restrictions, she consid- 
ered them a part of her colonial policy. They 
were restrictions which she bore not herself, but 
the burden of which she imposed on her colonies. 
She compelled them to purchase of her, almost 
every manufactured article, and for that purpose 
excluded from them the foreign manufacture. 


who fled from Ghent, from Bruges, and Lorraine, 
and sought shelter under the protection of an Eng- 
lish monarch. And even now, after having been 
stripped of her liberties, cast down, and scourged 
with the restrictive system of her conqueror, her 
manufactures are respectable: she still exports her 
woollens, her linens, her glass, and her manufac- 
tures from iron and steel. 

But our experience, under the prohibitory duty 
on coarse cottons, is relied upon as settling this 





817 
adi 
Fesrv. 
=— 
questio 
ticu 
repar 
acture 
be the 
in 181 
lar col 
the be 
ought 
them | 
made 
ation ¢ 
Accor 
merce 
90,00 
hundr 
of don 
of ma 
and f 
| return 
eign 
| this ec 
| or me 
ment. 
terial, 
manu 
decay 
eign f 
to the 
destru 
tariff 
vatiol 
one t 
tec te 
founc 
factu 
comr 
existi 
| bran 
arti 
cal 
tal i 

and 
mate 
sum 
wan 
opel 
fer 
ledg 
eapl 
thei 
nect 
mal 
mat 
ple 
tons 
brac 
tos 
sam 
sen 

7 

of 
in | 
fac’ 
me: 
add 








816 


1823, 


f the 
a 
Sing, 
othe’ 
ls, in 
lanu- 
rriter 
vOlu- 
then 
five 
rhite 
four 
not 
ex- 


1 as 
not 
not 

hed- 
has 

n to 
the 

; di- 
her 
the 


s of 


rn: 
cle- 
(or- 
the 
hat 
oy ; 
ere 
ind 
the 
try 
ind 
it 
ul- 
or 
1er 


ym 


ile 
en 
he 


d. 
Is- 
he 


he 


Pte catcu tage 


Uta 


817 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 818 


ae a sciinttainittasaeiisiaiaiie ae 
Fesrvary, 1823. New Tarif’ Bill. H. or R. 
—————————— nn aaa aN aSNNNINeNSEeaDaNESNNgEEaEENeaDteaeaeeaySeaENeDeENSNaaEraseaeet eee en nein = avang=aisldunntensunpassanesoneeposoeneeeaey eee enna RUDRA 





uestion conclusively. Upon this point, I ask the | consist in additional capital—in an additional 
ticular attention of the Committee, and I am | number of manufacturing laborers ; in additional 

repared to say, that, if the condition of the manu- | skill, and in additional practical knowledge of the 
actures, Which itis the object of this bill to promote, | arts, connected with the manufactures, to be pro- 
be the same with that of the cotton manufacture | moted ; for such knowledge is indispensable to the 
in 1816, it will justify, in relation to them, a simi- | economical direction of capital, of labor, and of 
lar course of policy. But, before their claim to | skill. 

the benefit of that policy can be established, it; This additional capital must consist, not merely 
ought to be shown, that their condition brings | of money—for that, in truth, forms but a very 
them within its principle. No attempt has been | small portion of the capital vested in manufac- 
made to show this. Now, sir, what was the situ- | tures—it must consist of an additional quantity 
ation of the cotton manufacturing business in 1816? ; of the raw material, of the sustenance for laborers, 
According to the report of the Committee of Com-| and of additional labor-saving machinery and 
merce and Manufactures, the year previous (1815) | useful inventions, foreign as well as domestic. 
90,000 bales of cotton were consumed, and one | The raw material, considered in reference to this 
hundred thousand persons employed in this branch | bill, must consist of an additional quantity of cot- 
of domestic manufactures. Capital, to the amount | ton, of wool, of hemp and flax, of iron, and.-of all 
of many millions, had been invested in machinery | the various kinds of metals. With the exception 
and fixtures of various kinds. Shortly after the | of cotton, our country, so far from being provided 
return of peace, and the consequent influx of for-| with a sufficiency for additional manufactures, 
eign goods, three-fourths, and perhaps more, * actually imports immense quantities for the con- 
this capital was rendered useless, and three-fourths | sumption of those which we already have in 
or more of this labor was thrown out of employ- | operation. 

ment. Here, then, was a vast amount of raw ma-j| A great proportion of the sustenance of labor, 
terial, of machinery for its manufacture, and of | considered as consisting of food and raiment, is of 
manufacturing labor, lying dormant and going to | foreign growth and manufacture. Thus evincing 
decay—requiring but the exclusion of a flimsy for- | that no small portion of this item for manufactur- 
eign fabric to put them in operation and save them, | ing capital is furnished by foreign countries. It 
to the country as well as to individuals, from the ‘ is a portion, too, which forms a part of the wages 
destruction with which they were threatened. The | of labor, and consists of the very articles which it 
tariff of 1816 was, therefore, a mere act of preser- | is the policy of this bill to exclude, but of which 
vation. It did not drive capital and labor out of | an additional quantity is necessary, in order to 
one branch of business into another; but it pro- | establish additional manufactures. 
tected them both, where peace and commerce} But, where is your additional manufacturing 
found them. It did not propose to create manu-| labor; where your additional skill, and where 
factures by destroying commerce, but to prevent | your additional practical knowledge necessary for 
commerce from destroying manufactures already | the economical direction of the means? You have 
existing. Now, sir, turn your attention to those | it not; you can find it nowhere beyond its present 
branches of manufactures which this bill is more | employment ; you must wait until it is produced ; 
particularly intended now to protect. Is it said, | until time and nature has created it. For this 
and can it be said, that any portion of their capi- | bill creates nothing ; it can only modify that which 
tal is rendered useless? that manufacturing skill | is already in existence. Now, sir, where are the 
and industry wants employment? that the raw | materials out of which these additional means are 
material prepared for consumption lies uncon- | to be produced ? 

sumed, and machinery useless, and that nothing is| A large proportion of the national capital ex- 
wanting in order to put these extensive means in | hibits itself in the shape of cultivated lands, ex- 

| 








operation but the adoption of this bill? Sir, so | tending from the extreme limits of Maine to the 
far from this being the case, it must be acknow- | banks of the Mississippi, and beyond them. It 
ledged, by the friends of the bill themselves, that | exhibits itself in buildings and agricultural im- 
capital, and skill, and labor, must be diverted from | provements of every description; in stock, in 
their present employment, in order to produce the | farming utensils, and in the domestic comforts 
necessary means. The condition, then, of the | and conveniences of all kinds, adapted to our pre- 
manufacturer, at present, is not that of the cotton | sent avocations, wants, or wishes. The share in- 
manufacturer in 1816; and, to extend the princi- | vested in mercantile employments shows itself in 
ple of the tariff of 1816, in relation to coarse cot- | your commercial cities; their shipping, their 
tons, in order to protect all the manufactures em- | wharves, their warehouses, and in the merchan- 
braced by this bill, is to apply the same principle | dise, and in the debts due to the merchant. 
to subjects not analogous, and to expect that the} Your labor isagricultural ; and that part which 
same effects will proceed from causes that are es- | must be diverted, is employed in producing ex- 
sentially different. ports, with which foreign manufactures are pur- 
This bill does not propose to preserve the means | chased, and from which your present revenue Is 
of manufacturing already in existence, but it is, | derived ; or it is commercial, and is employed in 
in fact, a proposition to create additional manu- | navigating your ships, in constructing and build- 
factures before we are provided with the additional | ing them, and in all the arts connected with com- 
means for the purpose. For, sir, in what do these | merce. : 
additional means consist? Unquestionably they} Now, sir, what change must these materials un- 
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dergo, in order to form the necessary means for 
‘the establishment of additional manufactures ? 
Capital must be withdrawn from commerce and 
agriculture, and be converted into machinery, into 
the raw material, into the sustenance and wages 
of labor. Labor must be diverted from its agri- 
cultural and commercial employments—must seek 
new situations and adopt new habits ; skill must 
be acquired and practical knowledge obtained ; 
and, for the acquisition of either, time and expe- 
rience are indispensable. 

‘But, if capital must assume new forms, and 
labor engage in new and untried employments, 
agriculture must likewise change her character to 
a certain extent, and bring forth new products ; 
less must be produced for exportation, and, in its 

lace, the raw material. Hemp, flax, and wool, 
for home consumption, must be cultivated on that 
land which now bears the grain for the foreign 
market ; skill is as essential in agriculture as in 
manufactures; and a practical knowledge of the 
mode of culture to be adopted, and of the soils in 
which each product will best sueceed—of the na- 
ture, as well as the extent of the demand to be 
supplied, is absolutely necessary to the success of 
the rural economist, whatever may be the business 
in which he engages. ‘ 

A change squall important, though not so dif- 
ficult, must take place in commerce; she must 
abandon her foreign for domestic channels ; new 
markets must be sought and new markets found ; 
a knowledge of the nature and extent of their 
demands and supplies obtained, and mutual con- 
fidence established, to furnish a foundation for in- 
dividual credit. This change, in speculation, 
may appear to be a trifling one; but to the mer- 
chant engaged in foreign trade, it would be really 
important, and, if suddenly forced upon him, might 
result in ruinous consequences. 

When these changes are effected, we shall then 
have the means of manufacturing with success, 
but it is all important to the community that this 
change should take place gradually, and in a na- 
tural order ; effects should follow causes, without 
being forced by adventitious aids, in that order 
which nature has prescribed to them. Capital 
ought not to be transferred until the additional 
manufacturing labor and skill, and practical know- 
ledge, can be commanded ; nor the raw material 
produced before the means for manufacturing it 
are provided. 

Now, sir, this bill does go to force upon us this 
change without the necessary preparation. Its 
first and immediate object, is a change in prices, 
and its adoption will thus far accomplish its ob- 
ject. Its immediate effect will be, to advance 
the price of all manufactured articles, both for- 
eign and domestic. It will produce a correspond- 
ing advance of the price of manufacturing labor, 
skill, and capital. In commerce it must produce 
a depression of prices. It must diminish the value 
of ships, of wharves, of warehouses, of the labor 
of the mariner, of the shipwright, and, generally, 
of all mechanical labor connected with commerce. 
This fluctuation of prices—this uncertainty of 
values, will form the proper element for the bold 
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and heedless speculator. Through him, a suddey 
transition of capital, from commercial investmen;; 
to manufactures, must take place. This mug 
leave a portion of fixed capital in commerce abso. 
lutely lost, and a portion of labor absolutely throw, 
out of employment, and reduced to beggary anj 
want. Nor must the agricultural interest ‘suff, 
less. The farmer, deprived of ‘the utility of bj: 
former experience, will be left to rely upon it, 1 
be uniformly deceived in its results. He will stjj) 
go on to produce what he now produces, withoy 
accommodating himself to the changes that take 
a until repeated trials and repeated failures 
ave furnished instruction for the future. Fo; 
there is no employment in which improvements 
are, and must, from the very nature of things, be 
more gradual and slow, than in agriculture ; by; 
one crop of the same kind is produced in a year, 
and but one experiment can annually be made 
upon it. 
Nor will your existing manufactures suffer |ess 
than either. Their newly formed rivals muy 
create a great demand for manufacturing laborers, 
and raw and unskilful hands must be employed, 
for the want of better. This deficiency of th 
necessary skill and knowledge will produce crude 
and half-wrought manufactures to be forced upon 
the consumer, to the injury of the reputation of 
domestic fabrics, generally. Should these con- 
sequences be accompanied with an excise, and 
with direct taxation, may there not be a revul- 
sion overthrowing the whole system? Thus, sir, 
after all this waste of capital and labor, after all 
this destruction of happiness and property, you 
will find that you have only increased the quan- 
tity, without improving its quality; that what 
ou have gained in one way, has actually been 
ost in another ; and that it would have been far 
better not to have undertaken to manufacture all 
that we consume, until the means for the purpose 
had been re ularly and naturally produced. 
But, sir, there are causes in operation which are 
producing the necessary means, and which do not 
require the adventitious aid of this bill. Sir,! 
confess that I was somewhat surprised that the 
Chairman of the Committee on Manufactures 
should deem the very cause which is producing, 
in the mode most desirable, the very effect which 
this bill contemplates, a subject of depreciation 
and complaint. I allude to the decline of our 
foreign market, and of the diminution of our ex- 
ports. With what is it that the farmer purchases 
the foreign manufacture but with the produce 
which he sells to the merchant for exportation! 
But if the foreign market falls off, the merchan! 
will no longer purchase for exportation, and the 
farmer will no longer raise produce for the foreigt 
market, and can therefore no longer purchase 0! 
the merchant the foreign manufacture. But be 
must still supply himself; he must supply bi 
family with the necessaries of life; and how, bu! 
by employing that very land which now no longt! 
bears produce for the foreign market, in raising the 
raw material for the manufacture which was [or 
merly imported? Those fields, therefore, which 
once bore the wheat for the foreign market, are 
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now grazed by his flocks, or produce the hemp and 


flax for domestic consumption. And land thus 
devoted to the production of the raw material, in- 
creases justin proportion as our exports fall off, 
and our imports diminish, thus supplying the de- 
ficiency gradually and naturally. Skill and man- 
ufacturing labor gradually increases, and just in 

roportion:-as more and more of the raw material 
is produced. The producer’s family manufactures 
a portion of the fleece; or it passes into the hands 
of him who cards it, then to him who spins it by 
the aid of machinery; from him to the family 
who weaves it into cloth; thence to him who 
colors it, and thence to the clothier, who gives it 
its final touch ; thus, everywhere absorbing labor, 
everywhere'improving skill, and everywhere ad- 
vancing the practical knowledge of the various 
processes through which it passes. Sir, these 
eflects are going on under our own observation. 
Never was a greater spirit of improvement abroad 
among the people of any country on earth. Phi- 
losophy, the pioneer of society, is in advance, 
searching Out our natural resources; and the use- 
ful arts — pressing on her steps. That emi- 
gration which, during the last twenty or thirty 
years, peopled the region beyond the Alleghany, 
has, in consequence of the falling off of our foreign 
market, stopped; and our population is every- 
where condensing and exploring their loeal advan- 
tages. Agricultural and manufacturing societies, 
awarding bounties and premiums for excellence, 
are everywhere established or establishing; the 
useful arts are in every class of society a topic of 
conversation, and the spirit with which they are 
pursued seems to border on enthusiasm. 

Whilst these improvements are gradually going 
on in the country at large, capital is gradually 
passing from commercial to manufacturing invest- 
ments, collecting the means which we have seen 
are diffused and gradually increasing throughout 


} the country ; aiding labor by machinery, and skill 


bya further division of labor. ‘These investments 
are proportioned to the diminution of our com- 
merce, to the deficiency of our foreign supplies, 
and to the production of the raw material, of 
labor, of skill, and of practical knowledge. These 
changes are going on harmoniously; no violence, 
no jarring of conflicting causes; it is a change 
going on unfelt, and known only by the happy 
effects which it produces. 

Sir, the rapidity with which domestic manu- 
factures have increased, and are increasing, under 
the influence ofthese causes, is wonderful. In 
1802~3—4, the average amount of imports con- 
sumed in the country was forty-six millions, (using 
round numbers ;) our population was about four 
millions. In 1821, the domestic consumption of 
imports was forty-one millions, and our popula- 
lion was nearly ten millions. Thus, domestic 
manufactures have more than doubled, in less 
than twenty years, and supplied nearly six mil- 
lions of inhabitants more, in 1821, than both for- 
eign and domestic manufactures supplied in 1802, 
1803, and 1804. This increase results from the 
spirit and enterprise of our people ; from our free 
institutions; from our increasing and condensing 
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population ; and from the political state of ‘the 
world. These are permanent causes, and’must 
continue to operate. 

And, sir, may we not hope—may we not confi- 
dently believe—that our foreign commerce: has 
reached its utmost point of depression, and that, 
considered absolutely and without reference to our 
increasing population, it will, if subjected to no 
impolitic legislative restraints, continue in amount 
nearly what it now is, until aided by domestic 
manufacturing industry, unrestrained and untaxed, 
it again begins to swell the amount of our exports, 
and, in return, increase the amount of our imports 
of foreign products. Our present source of reve- 
nue would, in such case, continue to furnish Gov- 
ernment the necessary supply, and render a resort 
to direct taxes and internal duties unnecessary ; a 
mode of taxation to which Government will 
shortly be under the necessity of resorting, if this 
bill, in its present shape, is adopted. 

But it seems that this bill is necessary, not 
merely for the promotion of our manufactures, but 
in order to regulate the balance of trade, which is 
said to be most ruinously against us. Before we 
do this, however, it will be well to determine what 
this balance of trade is, and whether it is a trade 
which this country can advantageously pursue. 
If it be such a trade, I eare not es its balance 
stands in figures; it is a trade which we ought 
not to abandon. But, in what, sir, does this bal- 
ance against us consist? It is said to be in the 
excess of our imports over our exports; in other 
words, the values which we bring into the coun- 
try are greater in amount than the values carried 
out of it. Well, now, sir, will those who are com- 
plaining that the balance of trade is against us, 
tell me of what value that trade would be, which 
carried out of the country more than it brought 
into it? They will possibly say that the excess 
should be returned in specie. But why in specie ? 
That commodity is not a necessary of life. It is 
not food or raiment. ’Tis not from the storm a 
shelter, nor from the heat ashade ; it is of no use, 
except when applied to the purchase of a supply 
of what is necessary or useful. Now, if the ex- 
cess comes in the shape of this supply, is it not 
just as well? It certainly is; but it does come 
in the shape of this supply of the necessary and 
useful—it is food—it is clothing—it is the imple- 
ments of a man’s trade or business in life. It 
forms a part of the capital of the farmer, the la- 
borer, the mechanic. Jt is so much capital ap- 
plied to reproduction. »»It enlarges your agricul- 
ture; it extends your commerce; it increases your 
manufactures; it augments your population, and 
consequently your capacity to produce and your 
capacity toconsume. From the first moment that 
our ancestors sat foot on these shores, we have 
always had just such a balance of trade as this is, 
and it has always been producing just such effects. 
And Heaven grant that this balance may long 
continue, or, at least, as long as such effects are 
produced by it. The whole difficulty (if there be 
any about it) may be removed in a very few 
words. If you purchase what can be, and what 
is, applied to reproduction, the trade is advantage- 
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ous. I care not how it stands in the arithmetic 
of the counting-house. You part with that which 
is useless for that which is useful. The selection 
of the articles purchased, depends entirely on the 
individual purchaser, upon his habits, his moral 
feelings, his judgment—in one word, upon indi- 
vidual economy. 

But it may be said that we are procuring this 
excess of our imports beyond our exports on credit. 
Be it so; the case is not altered. A man vests the 
whole of his capital in machinery and the wages 
of labor; but he still wants something else to ren- 
der his capital, in this form, useful. It is the raw 
material. Well, suppose he procures the material 
on credit, then, in the language of the day, the 
balance of trade is against him; call it what you 
please, it is a transaction advantageous to him; it 
ee him the means of rendering his capital pro- 

table, and of increasing his wealth—of paying off 
the debt which he thus contracts, and of extending 
his credit still further. Now, suppose that the 
situation of a nation, engaged in various pursuits, 
be precisely analogous to the case mentioned; it 
comes to the same point. The nation is made up 
of individuals, and the capital of the nation is the 
sum total of the capital of individuals; and that 
course of trade which increases the capital of each 
individual, increases likewise the whole capital of 
the nation. In a word, that is a benefit to the 
whole nation which is a benefit to all its parts. 

That for which credit is thus obtained, is ap- 
plied to the permanent improvements of the coun- 
try. It exhibits itself in the elegant palace of the 
man of wealth and taste; in the plain, but com- 
fortable mansion of the farmer; in the humble, 
but decent cottage of the laborer. It hews down 
the forests ; it peoples your plains, your mountains, 
your valleys, and your floods. It extends the 
sphere of cultivation everywhere; clothes every 
form with the effects of your own industry ; and 
spreads throughout even inanimate creation the 
appearance of your own wisdom and intelligence. 
Consumption, indeed, increases, but the power to 
produce increases beyond it. Hence, new de- 
mands; and hence, new credits, which are still 
= off by an ever-augmenting capacity to pro- 

uce. 

One word more, sir, and I have done. I wish 
that it might be distinctly understood: that I am 
opposed to this bill, because its policy goes too far ; 
because it must produce a sudden transition of 
capital and labor from one branch of business to 
another, without the necessary preparation; and 
because it does not appear but that ‘capital and 
labor, eaigeaed in manufactures, is already profit- 
ably employed; and not because I am opposed to 
protecting domestic manufactures, when protec- 
tion is necessary. When, by the course of politi- 
cal events, or the pressure of a foreign policy, 
capital already invested, and manufacturing skill 
already acquired, is thrown out of employment, 
protecting duties, to restore them to usefulness, 
are undoubtedly proper. If, therefore, in the course 
of the investigation of this subject it shall appear 
that any manufacture, the protection of which is 
an object of this bill, comes within this principle, 
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I shall have no objection to extending to it i 
necessary protection. With this view of the sy}, 
ject, I shall not vote for striking out the enactip 
clause, because it is possible that the bill may ‘ 
be brought to correspond better with what [ cop. 
ceive to be a proper policy in relation to domes, 
manufactures; but, unless it is, I shall be com. 
pelled to vote against it on the final question, 

When Mr. Dorree had concluded— 

Mr. Forwarp, of Pennsylvania, in a speech oi 
half an hour’s length, — to Mr. Durrrs, an 
in support of the principles of the bill. 

Mr. Goruam, of Massachusetts, then took the 
floor, and spoke for considerably more than ap 
hour, in earnest opposition to the principles of this 
bill. When, on motion of Mr. Woonson, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay, February 5. 


On motion of Mr. Ruea, the Committee on Pep. 
sions and Revolutionary Claims was discharge 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Peter Mills, Amos Cogswell, Lewis F. Delesder. 
nier, James Fitzimons, and George Claghon, 
which were severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PLtumer, of New Hampshire, from the Con- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relie/ 
of Joseph Marechal; which was twice reai, and 
committed. 

Mr. Wixuiams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for ihe re. 
lief of Samuel Hodgdon,” reported the same with 
an amendment, and the bill was committed toa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eustis, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of repairing the fort at Smithville 
North Carolina, or of erecting fortifications ata 
more suitable site, made a report, asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
subject ; which report was read and agreed to by 
the House. 

Mr. Stewart, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred certain parts 
of a memorial of the inhabitants of East Flor 
ida, in relation to roads and bridges, reported: 
bill to authorize the laying out and opening cet: 
tain public roads in the Territory of Florida; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Cocke, from the Committee on Revolt 
tionary Pensions, in obedience to an order of the 
House, reported a bill for the relief of Joho. 
Polerezsky, late a major in the French troops, al 
lied with the American troops in the war of the 
Revolution ; which was read twice, and commit 
ted to the Committee of the Whole to which 
committed the bill for the relief of Sarah Perry, 
mother of the late Oliver H. Perry. 

The resolution yesterday moved by Mr. Breck: 
ENRIDGE for instructing the Military Committee 


to establish an armory on the Western waters 


being the subject next in order— 


Mr. BRECKENRIDGE rose and said that he ul 
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it t tood, since he moved this resolution yesterday 
le = me a bill had been reported in the other branch 
Acting IM of the Legislature proposing the establishment of 


q national armory on the Western waters. For 
the present, therefore, he moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 


ay yet 
Con- 
Mestic 


con. This motion was agreed to. 
n. On motion of Mr. Asso, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
ech of He pediency of the concurrence of Congress with an 
B, and Me act of the State of Georgia, “ to establish the fees 
for harbor-master and health officer for the port 
k the HBB of Darien, and allow them the same fees as are 
in an fe allowed the harbor-master and health officer for 
f this Ht the ports of Savannah and St. Mary’s,” passed 
|, the HBB the 10th of December, 1817. 

On motion of Mr. Tomuinson, the Committee 
on Military Affairs were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of increasing the annual appro- 
priation for the purpose of providing arms and 

| Pen. HE military equipments for the whole body of the 
arged Me militia of the United States, either by purchase 
ion of (or manufacture. 
esder- A message from the Senate informed the House 
horn; that the Senate have passed bills of the following 
ble. titles, viz: An act for the relief of Samuel Buel ; 
Com- fe An act to establish an additional land office in 
relief fe the State of Missouri; An act to divide the State 
, and fof South Carolina into two judicial districts ; 
An act to repeal so much of an act, passed the 
1 the 18th of April, 1806, as limits the price of certain 
d the HP lands in the State of Tennessee ; and, An act 
ie re: Me providing for the accommodation of the circuit 
with court of the United States for Washington coun- 
1 toa ty, in the District of Columbia, and for the pres- 
ervation of the records of said court; in which 
litary (bills they ask the concurrence of this House. 
a RELIEF OF LAND PURCHASERS. 
} ata Mr. Cook, from the Committee on Public 
e dis Ti Lands, reported a bill further to extend the pro- 
f the RF visions of “An act supplementary to an act, enti- 
to by Re tled ‘An act for the relief of the purchasers of 
public land prior to the Ist of July, 1820.” 
‘oads The bill having been twice read— 
pars > =Mr. Cook moved that the bill be ordered to be 
lor read a third time. 
teda B® = Mr. Cocke rose to ask an explanation of the 
cet: extent of the cases covered by this bill, and their 
rida; JF number. He was opposed on principle to the 
oll: grants of public land on special applications, or 
on. to particular classes or sections of the country. 
volu: J) We had better at once relinquish all the right 
the JR and title of the United States to the public land 
nL. HF than thus give it away piecemeal. He wished 
s, al JF this bill to take the course of other bills; and he 
f the J therefore moved that the bill should lie on the 
mit HR table. 
chis J Mr. Cook said he had no expectation of any 
erty, @ debate arising on this bill, to which he had not 
anticipated any objection. He assented to the 
Bck ® bill’s lying on the table, believing that, if it was 
oa » properly understood, there would be no objection 
ters, Be tO it. 
The bill was then laid on the table and. ordered 
uU 1" 


| to be printed. 





FOREIGN COINS. 

Mr. Rocuester, from the committee appointed 
on the 13th ultimo, and who were instructed on 
the same day to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing in force, for a further term, the cur- 
rency of the crowns and five-franc pieces of 
France, made a report thereon, accompanied by a 
bill to continue in force an act, entitled “An act 
regulating the currency, within the United States, 
of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Por- 
tugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France and 
five-franc pieces,” passed on the 29th day of 
April, 1816, so far as the same relates to the 
crowns of France and five-frane pieces; which 
bill was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the whole House to which is commit- 
ted the bill further to profong the continuance of 
the Mint at Philadelphia. The report is as fol- 
lows: 


That, by the act of the 29th of April, 1816, these 
coins were declared to be a tender for the term of three 
years ; the crowns, at the rate of 117.6 cents per oz., 
and the francs at the rate of 116 cents per oz. The 
former had been made a tender by two earlier acts, 
which had been allowed to expire. Foreign gold coins 
ceased to be a tender on the Ist November, 1819; and, 
on the 3d March, 1819, the act of the 29th April, 1816, 
was continued in force, so far as related to crowns and 
francs, until the 29th April, 1821. On the 3d March, 
1821, it was further continued in force, to the same 
extent, until the 29th April next. From assays lately 
made at the Mint, the value of these coins, per ounce, 
has been ascertained to be greater than that of Span- 
ish milled dollars, and of American silver coins. 

It is believed the acts above referred to were passed 
with little or no opposition, and that no complaints 
have been made respecting their practical effects; and 
when we take into view the increasing difficulty of 
fulfilling engagements by specie payments, which is 
the inevitable consequence of the acknowledged dimi- 
nution of the aggregate amount of our metallic medium 
during the current year, the expediency of continuing 
crowns and five franc pieces a tender, for a further 
term, forces itself upon the minds of your committee 
more strongly than at any former period. 

It is believed that the gold coins, both foreign and 
domestic, have been almost wholly exported. They 
have certainly been withdrawn from circulation to such 
an extent, that some very intelligent writers have as- 
serted, with every probability of being correct, that 
there is not now in the United States one gold coin 
for every thirty that were in the country five years ago. 
Without inquiring into the causes which have produced 
this extraordinary drain, it may be added that they 
have, likewise, operated to rid us of American and 
Spanish milled dollars, to nearly the same extent, and 
have left in the country scarcely any of its usual me- 
tallic currency, except that which consists of the crowns 
of France, five franc pieces, and those silver coins 
which are of denominations less than a dollar. 

In corroboration and illustration of the foregoing 
statement, your committee beg leave to subjoin a few 
well ascertained facts: 


There is, and has been for many months, an uninter- 
rupted and rising demand, in our seaport towns, for all 
descriptions of gold coins and dollars, for the purpose 
of remittances to foreign countries. It it well known 
that the former are never underrated in any country, 
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whilst the Spanish milled dollars have a universality 
of circulation exceeding that of any other coin.. The 
American dollar is received in the East Indies at from 
one and a half to two per cent. less than the dollar of 
Spain. There is very little foreign demand for five 
franc pieces, and noné for crowns. 

The balance of specie and bullion exported from the 
United States, during the fiscal year ending on the 
30th of September last, according to the custom-house 
entries, amounts to $7,434,634; but it is supposed 
that the law prohibiting the landing of specie, without 
a previous entry at the custom-house, particularly that 
which comes from countries where its exportation is 
forbidden, is sometimes evaded. Whether this sur- 
mise be true, and to what extent, the committee will 
not undertake to say; nor does any thing beyond an 
allusion to it fall within the scope of the present in- 
quiry. But when it is recollected that the amount of 
specie exportations may also be underrated, from a 
portion of it going out of the country without entry, 
it requires no great stretch of credulity to believe that 
the bulance against the United States for the said year 
amounts to at least six millions of dollars. ; 

There is no reasonable ground to suppose that the 
account current has assumed a more favorable aspect 
for the last four months; and there is less doubt thut 
the said balance was made up principally, if not alto- 
gether, of gold coins and of dollars. 


In consequence of the high rate of all foreign ecx- 
change, especially that of England, which has for a 
long time vibrated from 10 to 12 per cent., it has been 
confidently asserted that some of the banks in the 
largest commercial cities in the Union, in conducting 
which great skill and foresight have generally been dis- 
covered, have at this time on hand a greater amount 
of crowns and five franc pieces than of all other de- 
scriptions of specie ; and that none of them have much 
gold of any kind, and scarcely a single American or 
Spanish dollar. 

Your committee have no reason to believe that a 
better state of things exists in either of our other cities, 
with the exception, perhaps, of Philadelphia ; the prox- 
imity of whose moneyed institutions to the Mint af- 
fords them some little additional facilities in procuring 
coins in cases of emergency; and not including the 
Bank of the United States, which possesses a decided 
advantage over all the others, on account of the reve- 
nue deposites; yet, notwithstanding such an immense 
advantage, this bank, at one time, found it necessary 
to import quantities of foreign coin, specially with the 
view to meet any possible exigency which might press 
upon it. 

As one among the many proofs that might be ad- 
duced to show the extent and rapidity with which spe- 
cie has been banished from the United States, the com- 
mittee submit a statement, which they think will not 
be contradicted, that the specie. in the Boston banks, 
which, in January, 1821, appears to have amounted to 
nearly two and a half millions of dollars, was, in June 
last, reduced to $406,275. It is impossible to state, 
with any certainty, the comparative exteut of the 
whole diminution in the United States; but many 
commercial men estimate that about one-third of all 
the specie in the country left it in the course of the 
last year. 

Should the act of Congress, making the crowns and 
francs a lawful tender, be suffered to expire at this 
time, and any serious or large demand be suddenly 
made upon the banks, they might find it extremely 
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difficult, if not impossible, to meet it. Such an even; 
would be highly injurious, and it might, therefore, }, 
dangerous to degrade their present metallic capita| 
Even now, with what they have in their vaults, they 
are frequently subjected to unpleasant embarrassine)(, 
in providing for the demands which are occasionally 
made from one commercial place on another; and j, 
is believed that, for nearly a year past, their principal 
support and credit_have been derived from tautual {o;. 
bearance, superinduced by mutual wants, and a com. 
munity of interest. 


To prove that these conjectures are not fallacious 
the committee will not go beyond the banks in the 
District of Columbia, under the immediate eye of Cop. 
gress. By a schedule of the situation of the eleven 
banks in this District, contained in a report submitted 
to Congress in April last, it appears that, at that time. 
with capitals exceeding, collectively, $5,000,000, they 
had an aggregate of $955,712 in notes, in circulation: 
and only $262,187 of specie, in all their vaults. 


Under the present state of the money market, shou\d 
it long continue as it now is, a formidable reaction 
must ensue, by the depreciation of all property, the 
withdrawal from circulation of most of the safe paper 
medium, and the consequent bankruptcy of very many 
of our most enterprising merchants. 

Whether banks have been productive of more good 
than evil it is not necessary to inquire; but it may be 
stated that they are now so completely fastened upon 
the community, and their credit is so intimately con- 
nected with the moneyed interests of the country, and 
any shock they might experience would be so severely 
felt, that it would seem to be the policy of the General 
Government to afford them support, compatible with 
the discreet exercise of its exclusive power to regulate 
coins. Past experience, and present exigencies, clearly 
demonstrate that we cannot yet dispense with the use 
of foreign coins, although it was confidently predicted, 
thirty years ago, by some of our statesmen, that their 
beneficial teudency would be superseded, by the oper: 
ations of the Mint, within the space of three years. 


The committee ate aware of the inconvenience of 
using a variety of coins, unequal in their purity ; but 
cannot resist the conviction that, as a temporary expe- 
dient, it would be wise in Congress to extend its {os- 
tering care to the banks, by assigning a determinate 
legal value to the almost only coins now remaining in 
their vaults. 


There is another consideration which ought, per- 
haps, to be adverted to. If the act making crowns and 
francs a tender be suffered to expire, the banks, with 
the exception of those at Philadelphia, will be com- 
pelled to transport those coins to the Mint, at great 
expense, and some risk, for the purpose of being con- 
verted into American coins; and when that shall be 
done their new character would give them an imme- 
diate passport to Europe. ‘The committee, therefore. 
conclude that, while it is admitted that the rate of ex- 
change is heavily against us, the precious metals rapid- 
ly vanishing, stocks guing abroad, property deprect- 
ating, and insolvencies multiplying, every inducemea! 
should be held out for the importation of specie and 
bullion, and for the retention of that which our capl- 
talists now possess. 


The committee have prepared a bill, continuing 
crowns and five francs a lawful tender, as heretofore, 
until the 4th day of March, 1825, which they ask leave 
to report. 
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Treasury Department, Jan. 30, 1823. 
Sim: In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, re- 
uesting my opinion of the expediency of prolonging 
the continuance of the Mint at Philadelphia, I have the 
honor to state that, in my opinion, a due regard to the | 
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it should not be possible, the committee would so 
report. Some, however, whom he had consulted, 
thought that, to institute a further inquiry, would 
be to give unnecessary importance to a small mat- 
ter. In that report of the committee, however, it 


ublic interest requires that that establishment should | had been stated to be a matter of consequence, and 
be continued for some time longer at Philadelphia. the manner of their investigation of it showed that 
The present state of our currency also justifies the | they believed it be so. Having made it so, it had 
conclusion, that the act of the 3d of March, 1821, con- | become proper to investigate it further. It is due, 
tinuing in force, for the term of two years, so much of | said he, not only to ourselves, but to the nation at 
the act of the 29th of April, 1816, as makes crowns | Jarge, that it should be investigated; for in almost 
and five franc pieces of France a legal tender in the | every newspaper we meet, we find something on 
payment of debts, ought to be continued fora limited | 1. subject. It is not my intention, in submitting 
period. ith bedi ; | this resolution, to impugn or attack anybody. It 
Tremetn, with respect, WM OW CRAWFORD. ’ is altogether unknown to me upon whom the 
_. "| charge will'rest ; and if a discovery of the author 
Hon. Wa. B. Rocuxsren, of the erasure in question should be made, he hoped 
Chairman of Select Committee, &c. it would turn out to have been made with anne 
i . : | than criminal views. In whatever manner it had 
ee Soe DOCUkeNT | been made, the result of it had certainly been in 
Mr. CameBe., of Chio, submitted the following | the nature of a fraud on this House. With these 
resolution : views, he submitted the resolution to the disposi- 
‘Resolved, That a committee be appointed to as- | UOn of the House, 
certain by whom the suppression of the paragraph, in| Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, hoped the resolution 
the letter of William R. Dickinson, Cashier of the | would be agreed to, and that the inquiry would be 
Bank of Steubenville, to the Secretary of the Treasury, | prosecuted further. We are ourselves, said Mr. 
dated the 3d day of April 1819, and by him communi- | W.. all implicated in that report, which connects 
aated to this House at the last session, was caused, | the matter with some member or members of this 
with leave to sit during the session, with power to | House, whose names are not disclosed. As he 
send for persons and papers.” | had remarked, in the discussion of the first re- 
Mr. C. said, that, in submitting this resolution, | solution on the subject, let it affect whom it may, 
hediselaimed any thing like personal motives. He | it ought to be probed tothe bottom. If there be a 
stood in the relation of good-will to all the persons Judas within these walls, said Mr. T., let him be 
who might be implicated in any manner in this | detected andexpelledfromthem. There aremem- 
inquiry. If he knew himself, he said, he did not | bers of Congress alluded to in the report and evi- 
bear all will to any human being that breathes, | dence, whose names are not disclosed. I wish to 
But, inasmuch as he had taken some part in the | know who they are,and how these papers ever 
discussion of the resolution, out of which grew the | went into the possession of others than officers 
late report of a committee upon this subject, he| of the House. I wish to know who did make that 
was in some degree induced by that consideration | mark with a pencil which every body denies hay- 
to propose a further inquiry on the subject. When | ing made. I know that I had nothing todo with 
advocating that resolution, he said, he was under | it, and I wish to know who had. He hoped, he 
the influence of an indignant feeling—a feeling | said, the whole case would be brought before the 
natural to all men on suspicion of a fraud having | House. If any one had trespassed upon the rights 


been committed, and that was the only feeling of | of the House so far as to strike out any part of a 


' his heart on the oceasion. | 
' say that it would be practicable to discover who | he wished to 
' was the author of the mark on that document, | 


a 


He did not mean to| document to pronate its meeting the public eye, 
now who that person was. 

Mr. Evwarps, of North Carolina, said, he did 

(A 5)—but inasmuch as a majority of the former | not consider it necessary, in the very few remarks 


committee considered the powers of the committee | 
too circumscribed to allow them to go into a full | 
investigation of the subject, as far as it might be | 
carried, he had thought it would be well to clothe | 
a committee with powers more extensive. In| 
submitting this resolution, he by no means meant | 


' tocast any reflection on the former committee. 


_ The report itself, and the quantity of documents 


annexed to it, prepared in so short a time, proved 


_ the industry as well as the ability of the committee ; | 


; to whose report he did not mean to urge any ob- | 
| jection. 
| solution were adopted, the inquiry would result in 


He did not mean to say, that, if this re- 


the detection of the author of the erasure. But, 
inasmuch as the report of the former committee 
declares that certain persons did not do it, it was 
proper to ascertain, if possible, who did doit. If 


which he should make on this subject, to disclaim 
personal motives. He had no feeling but such as 
ought to enter into the motives of every member 
of the House. It seemed, from the report of the 
committee, that certain persons, to whom suspi- 
cion had attached, were not the authors of this 
suppression, or of those marks which led to it. It 
then became the duty of every member of the 
House to proceed with the investigation, so as to 
ascertain who were the authors of those marks. 
Where have the documents been? Who had 
them before they were printed, and who has had 
them since? Are the members, or the officers 
of the House implicated? If so, what mem- 
ber, or what officer of the House did it? I do 
not mean to impute to any one an act so crim- 
inal, so abominable, as that of making the mark 
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and then accusing others of having done it. But, 
Mr. E. said, nothing was of more importance 
than that the channels of intelligence of this House 
should be pure: if any thing corrupt came through 
them, it ought to be exposed, and the corruption 
purified. If any thing had corrupted the channel 
of information to the House, the members could 
not be better employed than in investigating 
it. He thought the resolution ought to pass, and 
that the House was under obligations to the gen- 
tleman who introduced it. 


Mr. Hamitron, of South Carolina, said, before | 


the House came to a decision upon a question of 
this nature—for the very inquiry presumed some- 
thing like guilt, there ought to be in the possession 
of the House something like testimony to sustain 
that imputation, derived either from concatenation 
of facts, or from fair inference from the facts. He 
admitted that this was a very proper subject for 
inquiry ; that a liberty has been taken with the 
documents under the control of the House; and 
that it was perfectly proper that the House should 
adopt such a course as would lead to a full exam- 
ination of the subject. He had understood that, 
formerly, so highly had the sanctity of the docu- 
ments appertaining to the House been regarded, 
that it had not been permitted to any individual 
to touch them ; that, when Mr. Gallatin sent his 
celebrated report to the House, even the sight of 
the proof-sheet had been denied tohim. The rule 
was a safe one, though it had been carried, in that 
instance, perhaps, to the extent of needless fastid- 
iousness. Before this resolution passed, however, 
he wished to know upon what motives it was 
founded. It was a reflection upon the House, to 
suppose that any individual in it was so miserable 
a miscreant as, for the purposes which had been 
suggested, to deface the documents. If we apply 
to this subject the motives which actuate individ- 
uals in their common actions, we cannot realize 
an adequate motive for such an act. Say thata 
friend of the Secretary of the Treasury had made 
the erasure, what oould heexpect from it? If,on 


the other hand, it had been done by a person desi- | 


rous to injure that officer, he could not have been 
engaged in a more bungling transaction. If any 
individual possessed information which went di- 
rectly to show that there was any ground for this 
further inquiry, Mr. H. was desirous that it should 
be stated. But, without such information from a 
member of the House, Mr. H. said, he would not, 
by his vote, warrant the inference, that any mem- 
ber of this House would be guilty of so base an 
act as seemed to be insinuated by the arguments 
in favor of this resolution. 

Mr. Haroin, of Kentucky, did not, in support- 
ing this resolution, mean to cast any censure on 
the committee which has already had the subject 
under consideration. He concurred in opinion 
with the gentleman from Ohio, who said that they 
had faithfully and diligently discharged their duty. 
But, he said, it appeared from the records of the 
House and the evidence before the committee, that, 
when these came from the Treasury Department, 
a motion was made to print the report and docu- 
ments. 


and the report was ordered to be printed, and not 
the documents. If he understood the evidence 
Mr. H. said, when a member opened and exam. 
ined these documents, for the first time, he did not 
discover the erasure which had given rise to the 
present motion. One thing in regard to this mat. 
ter was certain: that the Treasury Department 
wished to make no esncealment of the erased part 
from the House, because every word of the passage 
was as legible as before it was crossed, and there 
was nothing in it which could induce the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to desire a concealment of 
it. The first time the original documents were 
examined by a member of the House, it appeared, 
from the evidence, he did not discover any marks 
of erasure in them. The next time that the same 
member examined them hediscovered those marks, 
One thing, Mr. H. said, he should like to know— 
whether the documents were out of the possession 
of that member at any time from the moment he 
took them, after breaking the seals, from the office 
of the Clerk, until he returned them? They 
might, perhaps, have been in other hands, and the 
scoring of the passage in question might have been 
‘made only to the end that it might be more readily 
| referred to thereafter. But what Mr. H. particu- 
‘larly wanted to know, was this: Who was the 
| member of this House or of the Senate who chose, 
| after supposing that the Treasury Department had 
been plotting with the Public Printers, instead of 
bringing the question before one or the other 
House, to resort to the columns of a newspaper, 
under an anonymous signature—a paper, too, 
famed, perhaps, for any thing else than correctness; 
a paper which, he was bold to say, contained more 
misrepresentations of fact than any paper he had 
ever examined in the United States. If any mem- 
ber had done it, it was unparliamentary and ought 
not to have been done. And, Mr. H. asked, does 
not this fact appear to be established by the evi- 
| dence? And what more appears in relation to 
this matter? Why, that after a committee has 
| been raised in this House on the letter of Gales & 
Seaton, two or three letters are published in the 
same newspaper, implicating these persons, when 
the fact of their innocence in the matter was as 
well known as if the committee had reported. If 
it was a member of this House who chose that 
dirty mode of proceeding at first, why did he per- 
sist, day after day, in pressing the matter in the 
newspapers, when it was undergoing an inquiry 
by a committee of this House? The information 
of who that man was, might lead to a not very 
violent inference of who it was that made the 
erasure now in question. It appeared from the 
com that, previous to these publications in 





the Washington Republican, there had been con- 
sultations among those members who were pry 
to, or concerned in, these publications. Mr. H. 
said he wanted to know all the particulars of those 
| who were concerned in, what he called, a little 
dirty conspiracy. I wish to know, said he, who 
this A. B. is; and, as the gentleman from Mary- 
land has said, if we have a Judas among us, let us 
know who he is. The facts to which he had ad- 


A division of the question was called for, | verted were such as appear from the evidence an- 
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nexed to the report. He did believe that the pen- 
cil-marks so often referred to in the letter (marked 
A 5,) had been made after the documents left the 
Treasury Department—not, that he knew, with 
any improper design. What he censured was, the 
attempt to ruin innocent men, on the pretence, 
knowing it to be false, that this erasure had been 
made by the Public Printers. It appeared that it 
was not any of the members examined before the 
committee that made the erasure. Who did it he 
did not know, but he wished the committee raised 
to ascertain that fact. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, said he should be want- 
ing in that respect which was due to himself, and 
which every honorable member of this House 
ought to entertain for himself, were he to remain 
silent after the observations which had been made. 
He thought the inferences, from the remarks of 
gentlemen, connected with the evidence referred 
to, must be intended to be irresistible, that the doc- 
uments having passed into his hands, it must be 
in his knowledge who made the marks in question. 
These intimations, Mr. C. said, were what were 





| secretly circulated, but which could not fail to 


reach his ears. Of such whispers, however, he 
did not permit himself to take notice; but when 
declarations of the same import were made on this 
floor, he should be wanting, in respect to himself 
and to the House, if he did not repel them. I 


| have sworn, said he, and I am ready to march to 


the altar of my God, and swear, that I am not the 
author of these marks. 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, said, if the 
feaaarwnary alluded to any thing that had fallen 
rom him, he had no design to impute to that gen- 
leman any mistatement. He had particularly 
mentioned, indeed, that it was in evidence that 
the documents were not defaced by the gentleman 
into whose hands they first passed (meaning Mr. 


| Cook.) 


Mr. Cook said, his observation had been elicit- 
ed by the concurrent tendency of the remarks of 


| the gentlemen from Maryland and Kentucky and 
' the gentleman last up. 


It is probable he should 
not have been impressed with the same feelings 
of indignation which now moved him, had he not 
heard such observations whispered about, which 
he had not been able to trace to a responsible per- 
son. When, said he, it is proposed again to refer 
this subject to a committee, I feel it to be a sub- 
ject which ought to be investigated from the be- 
ginning to the end of it. For I feel well assured 
that the committee who have had this subject 
under consideration, have not understood it fully. 
They have not understood the nature of the omis- 
sions in these documents, which, in their honesty, 
confiding in their own purity, they did not believe 
could relate to other things than matters in them- 
selves unimportant. Mr. C. said, his object in 
rising was to call the attention of the House to 
the subject in its fullest extent. He wished them 
to report the facts in the case, which would bring 
the whole subject into the public view—the marks, 
the matter, and the substance of the whole cor- 
respondence between the Treasury and the banks. 
I find, said he, that letters have passed between the 
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Treasury Department and these banks, to the dates 
of which, and to the subjects of which, reference 
is made in some of the documents, which letters 
have not themselves been communicated to this 
House ; and the passages, the marks upon which 
are acknowledged to have been made by one of 
the clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, are of a nature different from what the 
committee supposed they could be. He alluded 
to that part of a letter from the Huntsville Bank, 
which the committee said related to nothing but 
a quarrel with another bank. This, Mr. C. said, 
was a mistake entirely ; and he quoted the pas- 
sage of that letter, as contained in the report of the 
Committee of Investigation, beginning with the 
words, “ Your conjecture, in relation to your cir- 
cular of the 11th July last, is correct,” &c. Here, 
Mr. C. said, were important facts alluded to, and, 
on examination, it would be found that the facts 
are important, and are not connected with indi- 
viduals or bank quarrels. The Bank of Hunts- 
ville, said he, is made the depository of the public 
money in July, 1818; the terms upon which it is 
thus made the depository are agreed upon. Ten 
months afterwards, the bank complains of the ope- 
ration of its contract, and a new one is sent and 
the original one withdrawn, and it is stated ina 
letter from the bank that, agreeably to the wish of 
the Secretary, it is returned. No document before 
this House shows any thing of this request of the 
Secretary to return the first contract, nor is there 
any thing in any part of the correspondence, ex- 
cept so far as the fact is disclosed by this sup- 
pressed paragraph, that shows that there ever was 
a second contract made more favorable to the bank 
than the first. This paragraph, then, supposed by 
the committee to be so immaterial, discloses what 
no other document does. 

[A member here asked if the hour allotted for 
the reception and consideration of original mo- 
tions had not arrived. The Speaker said it had, 
and this subject must be considered at an end for 
this day, unless by unanimous consent of the 
House to its continuation. Mr. Ltncotn object- 
ed to the continuation, desiring to make a motion 
to lay this subject on the table. This motion 
could not be received, Mr. Cook being entitled to 
the floor, if any thing was to be done relative to 
the subject. Finally, Mr. Lincotn waived his 
objection, and the discussion went on.]} 

Mr. Cook resumed. In relation to the docu- 
ments connected with the Huntsville Bank, he 
repeated, the suppressed paragraph to which he 
had alluded would be found to have a most im- 
portant bearing. There were other letters referred 
to by dates in the documents, which were not 
communicated to the House, though clearly con- 
nected with the whole subject. He found, in re- 
lation to the Bank of Vincennes, that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had made propositions to 
that bank, on conditions specified, and afterwards 
made new propositions, which were better for the 
bank. The first propositions are not sent to the 
House, though thus referred to. Referring to the 
notes on his desk, Mr. C. said, he found the digest 
which he had made of the various correspondence 
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in such confused order, that he could not refer to 
the papers as particularly as he intended. But 
he wished this committee to be appointed, or the 
powers of the former committee to be extended, 
so as to bring into view all the evidence, &c. 
One point in this case, Mr. C. thought it proper to 
bring before the House. On his examination be- 
fore the committee, he had stated that he knew 
who this A. B. was, and gentlemen seemed dis- 
posed to compel a disclosure of his name. Sir, 
said he, has the second Reign of Terror come? Is 
not only the President in office, but he who is 
seeking to be President, to be armed with power 
to bring any individual to the bar when he 
chooses—— 

[The Speaker said that personal allusions 
ought not to be indulged in.]} 

r. C. said he was speaking of the principle, 
not the person. He asked the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and he asked this House, where does it 
derive the authority to invest a committee with 
the inquisitorial power to compel a man to disclose 
who does or does not write certain articles in a 
newspaper? If any individual be injured by this 
writer, said Mr. Caanl I here disclaim, as | 
have done before, all connexion with this corres- 

ndence—he has his remedy; but where do you 
nd the inquisitorial power of controlling the right 
of all the citizens to discuss all subjects which in- 
volve the political character or pretensions of in- 
dividuals, or of the Government at large—of ap- 
pointing committees to ascertain, by compulsory 
process, who are the writers of certain articles in 
the newspapers? He remembered, he said, that 
in the year 1797, an act was passed by Congress, 
of which he would read a section. [Mr. C. here 
read a section of the old sedition law.] When, 
said he, we look back to the period when this law 
was passed, almost every bosom swells with indig- 
nation at the attempt then made to trample on 
the rights of the citizens, and to suppress such in- 
vestigations as might be made into the conduct of 
public agents. By the almost unanimous consent 
of the people, that law was expunged from the 
statute book; it was pronounced by them to bea 
direct violation of the Constitution of the United 
States; and yet, notwithstanding that we hear 
this law and its projectors abused, villified, and 
denounced as enemies to the liberty of the country, 
and as attempting to surround themselves with 
an atmosphere of corruption which should not be 
invaded; yet honorable members rise in this House 
at this time of day, and say we will invest a com- 
mittee of this House with power to do more than 
that law empowered the courts to do. For, what 
is the object of this attempt to ascertain who was 
the writer of the articles in the newspaper. unless 
there is an intention to follow it up with such 
punishment of the offender as you choose to in- 
flict? Where is your power to punish the offen- 
der? Where is your right to inquire respecting 
him, if you have not the right to punish him? Is 
an officer of this Government to shield himself 
from an investigation of his conduct by the exer- 
cise of such a power as this? And is he who 
dares to step forward in defence of the rights and 
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liberties of his country, to blast the hopes or pros. 
pects of any aspiring individual, to be brought to 
pees by the inquisitorial power of thi, 

ouse? Such a power would be worse than the 
powers of the Spanish Inquisition; and, if suc) 
proceedings were to be carried on here, said he 
we should, like Cromwell’s Parliament, be kicke; 
out of this House, not by an usurper, but by the 
people. The people of this country will not cop. 
sent that any individual shall be sheltered from, 
investigation of his conduct or claims, at the 
peril of the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House, The 
people will not submit to it. They have had a 
trial of it in a milder form—in the form of Jaw. 
and with an unanimous feeling of indignation 
they refused their sanction to it. What did gen. 
tlemen mean to do with this individual, whey 
they detected him? One had said he would bring 
him to “condign punishment.” What punish. 
ment is it he would inflict? This is taking rather 
rank ground—it is shifting our ground ; the times 
of ninety-eight are gone Ys and worse times are 
coming—brought on, too, by those who were the 
first to denounce the times of ninety-eight. And 
is this the object of gentlemen? I know what 
would be my situation, sir, in case of an attempt 
to violate my right in the manner suggested by 
gentlemen; I would meet your rigors with con- 
tempt. We have, in this attempt, a specimen of 
what we may conceive the ulterior operations, if 
the measures are taken which are desired by some 
in this country. The people will see that an at- 
tempt is making to surround, by a bulwark which 
cannot be passed, the individuals who are to a- 
minister this Government. The people of this 
country will feel this attempt to shelter the con- 
duct of a aoe officer from investigation. The 
people will see and appreciate this attempt to 
prostrate the freedom of the press. The press is 
only dangerous to tyrants and to men who are 
undeserving of public confidence. But if this im- 

assable fortification is to be placed around any 
individual, the freedom of the press is gone, and 
liberty is deprived of its greatest defender, a free 
and unshackled press. The people of this country 
will rebel against these attempts to put down the 
freedom of the press; they have done so before, 
and they will do so again. Mr. C. in resuming 
his seat, moved the following amendment: 

“ And that the said committee be instructed to pre- 
pare and report to this House a digest of the evidence 
contained in the printed documents, (in which the 
said printed letter A 5 is ineluded,) if any such there 
be, to show whether uncurrent or depreciated bank 
notes were taken in lieu of cash, from any of the 
banks in which the public moneys were deposited. 
Whether the public moneys have not been discontinued 
to be deposited in branches of the United States 
Bank, and placed in certain local banks, situated in 
the same towns or neighborhood, without complying 
with the directions of the law on that subject; and 
whether such transfers have not resulted in loss to the 
Government; whether the public money has not been 
loaned to those banks, in which standing deposites 
were made, under the name of deposites; and whethe! 
such loans or deposites have not resulted in loss to the 
Government; whether security was not neglected to 
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be taken in some one or more instances for the punc- 
taality of one or more banks, which proposed to give 
such security, and whether such failure has not re- 
sulted in loss to the Government.”’ 


Mr. Convict, of New Jersey, moved to — 








resolve on the table: at the request of Mr. Har- 
pin, however, as that motion precluded debate, 
he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Harpin wished to make one or two re- 
marks on what had fallen from the gentleman 
from Illinois. He repeated his impression that 
the erasure (in A 5) was not made either at the 
Treasury or by any officers of the House. When 
up before, he had said, and he verily believed, 
that the erasure was made by some gentleman 
who had examined the papers before they were 
ordered to be printed, for the purpose of enabling 
him with greater facility to refer to that particu- 
lar passage. One object of his inquiry was, whe- 
ther any other member than the gentleman from 
Illinois had seen those papers at that time. I 
know, said Mr. H., that the gentleman stated in 
the committee that he did not make the erasures, 
but not that he did not know who made them. 
(Mr. Cook said he did state, and he now stated | 
again, that he did not know who made the marks.] | 
Mr. H. said he wanted to know if any individual, 
besides the gentleman from Illinois himself, had 
examined those papers whilst they were in his | 

ion. The part of the subject to which he | 
} 
| 





wished to direct the attention of the committee, | 
whieh was to be appointed, was this: who is the | 
member of this House, or of the Senate, that, in- 

stead of availing himself of the parliamentary, | 
Constitutional, and natural mode of correcting 

abuses, or supposed abuses, has resorted to anony- 

mous publications in the newspapers? He thought | 
itwas an unparliamentary proceeding, the object | 
of which was more to inflict injury, than to arrive 
attruth. But, even after a committee was raised 
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tion whether to tell it or not—and he’ will resist 
the authority of this House rather than not vio- 
late his oath—for I understand that suppression 
of truth is in effect the expression of falsehood. 
No doubt the gentleman had acted thus from mo- 
tives satisfactory to himself: but, Mr. H. said, he 
could not subscribe to the doctrine that a witness, 
once sworn, is not bound to tell all he knows upon 
the matter in question, unless his answers would 
go to criminate himself. If, on the printer being 
examined, it should appear to be against the es- 
tablished rules of the press to give up the author 
of A. B., Mr. H. said he did not know that he 
should be disposed to punish him. He wanted 
the question put to them, and, if they refuse to 
answer, and plead their privileges, let the nation 
judge of the motives for such concealment, where 
facts only are pretended to be disclosed. Mr. H. 
did not appear here as the advocate of any one: 
he was in favor of the original inquiry, and he 
was in favor of the present inquiry. He did not 
wish this House, or any other tribunal, to extend 
its power beyond what is compatible with the 
Constitution and the liberties of the country. He 
was not for establishing a despotism here: he was 
not in favor of the law which the gentleman read, 
nor, said he, am I in favor of any who favored 
that law—that is more. I am in favor of liberty, 
and against all sorts of conspiracies, whether in 
this House or out of it. What was at first an 
attempt to inflict an injury on the printers to this 
House, Mr. H. said, had been swelled into im- 
portance by the turn it had taken. For himself, 
he was under obligations to no one who was im- 
plicated in the matter, neither was he the partisan 
of any one. He wished, however, to know who 
the concealed writer was, if a member of this 
House, considering the course he had pursued as 
unparliamentary, undignified, and disreputable. 
Mr. Lirt ve, of Maryland, said that he did not 


to inquire into the trath of that very publication, | intend to take any part in this unprofitable discus- 
and whilst the subject was under examination | sion, now becoming personal; but he rose for the 
before that committee, we have seen other num-| purpose of calling the attention of the House to 
bers from the same pen, aggravating the charge | the indispensable and important business of the 
first made. If it be a member of this House, who | nation on the table, not yet acted upon. Conelu- 
has done it, said Mr. H.—what others may think | sively, he would test the sense of the House in 
upon the subject, I know not, but, for one, | would | further continuing what, he repeated, was an un- 
expel that member from the House, as unworthy | profitable discussion. For which purpose, he 
of sitting on this floor. The ascertainment of the | moved to lay the resolution on the table ; on which 
writer of those letters, might, also, give us a clue | question he asked the yeas and nays. 

to ascertain who it was that made this erasure.| The question being taken on laying the resolu- 
If the committee should push their inquiries so far , tion on the table, the motion was negatived. 

as to ascertain who A. B. is, | would expel him.| Mr. Wriaur remarked, on rising again, that, 
Not, Mr. H. said, that he would violate the prin- | when this subject was first stirred in the House, he 
ciples of the Constitution, or exercise an inquisi- | had been in fiver of the inquiry then, as he was 
torial power. This was not the only particular | now, and he heard, on that occasion, none of these 
in which he did not concur in the ideas of Con-| delicateapprehensions and invidious remarks about 
stitutional power and right, which seemed to be| a sedition law, at which he had no doubt that 
entertained by the gentleman from Illinois. Ac-} every member of this House, as well as the whole 
cording to the principles of our Government, I} nation, would revolt. He was sorry to find the 
know, said Mr. H., you cannot make a man give| gentleman taking up the subject as he had done, 
evidence against himself. But, it seems, a new | not upon its merits, but upon irrelevant consider- 
principle is introduced, as exemplified in the tes-| ations. Mr. W., however, had no hesitation in 
mony taken before the former committee, that, | saying, if any member of this House had been the 
when a man is sworn to tell the truth, the whole | willing instrument in this business, he would vote 
truth, and nothing but the truth, he has a discre-! to expel him. 
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Mr. CampPBeLt here called Mr. Wriaar to or- 
der, as he said he was determined to do every 

ntleman who departed from the question before 
a House, which question now was, on agreeing 
to the amendment moved by Mr. Cook. 

The Speaker said, the question being on the 
amendment, the gentleman from Maryland was 
certainly out of order in the latitude of his re- 
marks. 

. Mr. Campse.t then said, heaccepted the amend- 
ment oe by the gentleman from Illinois, as 
a part of his motion. 

The Speaker then said, the main question hav- 
ing recurred, the whole subject was now open to 
debate. 

Mr. Wriaut resumed. He regretted the gen- 
tleman from Ohio had accepted the amendment, 
because it was calculated to divert the inquir 
from its proper channel. He was sorry, he said, 
to see the gentleman from Illinois waxing warm 
on this occasion. He had a high respect for that 
gentleman, and he hoped that nothing would be 
disclosed by this inquiry to affect that respect. 
When, said Mr. W., we come to examine the cir- 
cumstances, as presented to us by the committee, 
and particularly upon the oath of the gentleman 
from Illinois himself, we find enough to determine 
that the inquiry proposed by my friend from North 
Carolina ought to obtain. As I remarked before, 
if there be a Judas among us, let us discover him; 
and, in this case, in the evidence of the gentleman 
himself, we find grounds for suspicion. From the 
moment I read the testimony, it was marked in 
my memory. I found that the gentleman, at the 
last session, moved a resolution calling for certain 
papers ; that those papers were sent, under seal, to 
this House; that they were put into the possession 
of the same gentleman, and remained in the pos- 
session of him and his friends, from Friday to 
Monday. The Secretary of the Treasury declares 
he made no such marks, and his clerk swears that 
the marks were not made by him; we find, there- 
fore, that the letter came here unmarked. The 
very nature of the communication, and sending 
all the letters, marked or unmarked, must satisfy 
every mind that there was no desire, on the part of 
the Treasury Department, to conceal any thing from 
this House—the whole being as legible as if no pas- 
sage of it had been crossed ; and the gentleman from 
Illinois himself says that, when he first looked 
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wish the conduct of every honorable member of 
this House to wear. The liberty of the press haj 
been declared to be in danger. What had the 
liberty of the press to do with marking that letter? 

The gentleman from Illinois says, in his testimop 
that - did not communicate this letter for pubjj. 

cation; but he says he had a conversation with 

Mr. Agg, one of the editors of the Washington 

Republican, and told him there was such an omis. 

sion in a document. Was not this a commuyi. 

cation of the thing to the editors? Mr. W. said 
he thought the committee had acted wrong in ql. 
lowing the gentleman from Illinois, and others 

to decline answering questions put to them. [f 

he had been on the committee, he would not have 

taken the testimony of any man who would not 

communicate the whole truth. The suggestion, 

that communications made to witnesses were cop. 

fidential, should not have availed to shield then 
from a disclosure. There ought to have been no 
restriction to the testimony but that of the princi- 
ple of law, which says that no man shall crinj- 
nate himself. Mr. W. referred to the printed eyi- 
dence: “I know from information,” said the 
gentleman from Illinois, “ who the author is, but 
it was communicated to me in confidence ; and | 
therefore decline giving his name.” What was, 
in effect, the question put to the gentleman, before 
the committee? Do you know the author of the 
letter? Yes, I know the author, but I cannot o 
will not tell who he is. I believe, said Mr. W, if 
you read the oath administered to witnesses about 
to testify, you will find no such exception as wil 
authorize them to withhold any part of the 
truth—— 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, here called the gen- 
tleman to order. He regretted exceedingly to find 
himself obliged to call any gentleman to order in 
debate, and particularly one who could count s0 
many years more than himself. But he thought 

| that the subject which the gentleman was now 

| discussing was not properly before the commit- 
tee. The gentleman, said Mr. M., is stating what 
he supposes to be the oath which was administered 
to the witnesses. I call upon you, Mr. Speaker, 
to say whether this is a subject properly embraced 
in debate upon the question now depending. There 
is one other reason why I think that the gentleman 
is notin order. I was myself before the commit: 
tee, and have some right to know what passed 


over these papers he did not see the marks. If the | there. The gentleman is supposing questions 10 
printers did not make the marks, nor the Secre- | have been put and answered in a manner different 
tary of the Treasury, nor the chief clerk, who did ? | from the facts as they occurred ; and this, also, he 
The right ought never to have been assumed by | considered irrelevant to the question before the 
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any member, of breaking the seals of the docu- 


ments and carrying them away to his room. Mr. | 


W. said, he wished that nothing might be proved 
detrimental to the fair fame ot his friend from 
Illinois, but the circumstances of this case impe- 





| House. 

The Speaker said that the proposition now be- 
fore the House is, to institute an inquiry, through 
one of its committees, the object of which is 
elicit further information on a subject which has 


riously called upon the gentleman, for his own | already undergone investigation ; and, a member 


sake, to push the inquiry. The character of the 
members of this House should be, like that of 
Cesar’s wife, not only pure, but above suspicion. 
Theremarks which the gentleman had made re- 
~— the proposed inquiry for the author of 

. B., were not of that aspect which he should 





| showing that there had not been that full degree 


| 


of disclosure of facts which might be anticipated 
from the institution of a new committee, was i0 
order. 

Mr. Wricut resumed. He said that he hin- 
self felt that he was implicated by the report 0 
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® established for the purpose, I have no doubt, of de- 
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sort of allusion to the motives of members in 
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} was not thus marked at the Treasury, as it appears 


) investigate this matter, said Mr. W., and come at 
) the truth, with the best evidence we can. The 
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the former committee. It appeared, by that re-}| Mr. Cuambers withdrew his motion. 

rt, that no one of those who had the papers be- | Mr. Cook said it had not been his intention to 
Pte the oo came to the House, or after they | have said any thing more on this subject, if it had 
had gone from it to the printers, did make this | not been required of him in self-defence. But 

rticular erasure. Who did make itthen? The | that had been said, which gave an imposing ap- 
marks did not make themselves. The document | pearance to implications against him, and which 
the gentleman from Maryland himself would be 
sorry for, when he knew that he had misrepre- 
sented his testimony, and the effect was the same, 
whether the misrepresentation was accidental or 
intentional. . 

Mr. Wriaut said he could not have mistaken 
the gentleman or misrepresented him, for he read 
from the printed testimony what he had imputed 
to him. 

Mr. Cook said the gentleman cannot have read 
it from the testimony, because it is not there. 
The gentleman says I spoke of this omission to 
Mr. Agg, and implicated the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. Wricur explained that he stated (or in- 
tended to state) that the effect of his communica- 
tion to Mr. Agg would be to implicate the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Coox. The gentleman should separate 
what I state from the effect of what I state, when 
he professes to repeat my testimony. The gen- 
tleman has gone into a course of examination of 
my testimony, which leaves upon his mind im- 
pressions which involve my reputation, and then 
supposes me to be opposed to an inquiry. But, I 
peremptorily deny that | am opposed to an in- 
quiry, to the fullest extent ; and the gentleman is 
not candid towards me, whether by inference or 
direct assertion, when he intimates that I am op- 
posed to a direct inquiry. I stated, when up be- 
the obligation of honor to perform a duty, as com- | fore, that I was in favor of the inquiry, desiring 
pared with the obligation of an oath, which the | it only to be more comprehensive. 


from the report. It went into possession of 
reporter did not distinctly hear or comprehend Mr. Wricut. The gentleman has said that 


member of the House for two or three days, and, 
when it was afterwards sent to the printers, was 
found to have been marked. And there appears, 
through the whole of this business to have been a 
disposition to implicate the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and to bring him to the tribunal of a paper 


faming him, and industriously circulated through- 
out the country. Mr. W. said, he despised the 
printers who attack our public men without evi- 
dence, but he should despise them more if they 
did not attack them with evidence. We ought to 


documents in the case, it appeared, had been in the 

hands of a member before they were printed; and 

he, having a desire to implicate the Secretary— 
[The Speaker said he could not allow of this 


te 

Mr. Wricut said he spoke only of facts dis- 
closed in evidence. It appeared that the gentle- 
man did bring forward the original motion calling 
for these papers, and in speaking to one of the 
printers of the Washington Republican, he told him 
there was such an omission, which implicated the 
Secretary. This was the truth, by the gentle- 
man’s own oath. Mr. W. here made a remark on 


Are we to be alarmed or afraid of examining into | this inquiry would be worse than the Spanish In- 
the facts of a case because they may operate against | quisition. I leave to the House to decide, from 
a member of this House? He would be as far | such language, whether he is opposed to it or not. 
from implicating a man without evidence as any| Mr. Coox. The gentleman has stated infer- 
one on earth; but with evidence, he would not | ences not warranted by the fact. He has stated 
hesitate to do what might become his duty. He | as fact what is not in the report. He says Mr. 
hoped the gentleman, for the honor and character | Dickins has sworn that he did not make these 
of this House, would explain how this mark came, | marks. The gentleman says, likewise, that I took 
and fix it on the right place, and he considered the | an unwarrantable license in breaking the seals of 
appointment of a committee to be important to | the envelope enclosing these documents, and car- 
exculpate us all. If the offence could be traced | rying them to my room. I stated in evidence, 
to any member of this House, he would expel | however, that I asked permission of the Clerk of 
him. He hoped further remarks would be with- | the House to take these documents to my lodging, 
held, and that the House would pursue the inquiry, | for the convenience of there looking over them, 
let the consequence be what it might. Fiat jus-| and that I broke the seals in the presence of the 
titia, ruat celum. Clerk of this House, and of the Clerk of the Sec- 

Mr. Cuampers, of Ohio, said that, whatever | retary of the Treasury, who was in waiting to 
might grow out of the resolution, it was very | make alterations in this very report. If these doc- 
clear to him that no good could grow out of the | uments had never been printed, and no member 
further debate of it. He therefore rose to require | of this House had been permitted to examine them, 
the previous question. the consequences which would result from under- 

Mr. Coox said he hoped the gentleman would | standing them never would have been known or 
withdraw his motion for a few minutes. It was | felt by the country. But the gentleman from 
due to him, (Mr. C.,) that he should have an op-| Maryland, said Mr. C., has indulged in another 
portunity of repelling some of the insinuations | observation, which a regard for my character re- 
made against him by the gentleman who last | quires me to take notice of. The gentleman says 
spoke. he would not regard the testimony of a witness. 
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who would decline answering any question pro- 
unded to him, no matter re impertinent or 

w repulsive to his rights. I disclaim the right 
of this House to know from me the author of this 
publication ; I disclaim the right of any commit- 
tee to.ask me a question upon any matter com- 
municated in confidence to me. I know m 
rights. Was it to be conjectured, Mr. C. asked, 
because he knew his rights, and was determined 
to exercise them, he had an occult motive for con- 
cealing the truth ? The House would appreciate 
the ar of the gentleman at its proper value. 
And the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. C. said, 
had. shown a zeal, at least equal to his youth, to 
break down the Constitution, and to violate the 
rights of the citizen, for the purpose of gratifying 
feelings, whether public or private, it was not his 
purpose to inquire; the House would take the 

tleman’s statements, incorrect as they had been, 

or what they were worth. But, Mr. C. continued, 

the member from Maryland is willing to expel any 

member of this House who dares to exercise the 

right of discussing, in a Constitutional way, the 
conduct of public men—— 

Mr. Wrieut. I said no such thing. When 
and where did I say any thing of the sort? I 
said that he who made a mark on a public docu- 
ment, and then charged it, in an anonymous essay 
in a newspaper, on the printers or on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, ought to be expelled the 
House; and, if the gentleman did so, or any other 
member did so, | have no doubt that the gentle- 
maa, who, in his zeal, identifies himself with the 
writer of that paper, would feel as much contempt 
for him as I do. 

Mr. Cook said that the explanation still amount- 
ed to this: that the gentleman is willing to expel 
a member of this House because he has dared to 
exercise the Constitutional right, in a Constitu- 
tional manner, of discussing a public matter in a 

ublic manner. But another fact had been stated 
by the gentleman from Maryland, which was not 
to be found in the testimony. The documents, he 
says, were in possession of myself and of my 
friends; and when the gentleman imputes to me 
statements which, if 1 had made them, would not 
be true, I say that his zeal outruns his judgment, 
and his anxiety on one point makes him infringe 
on the bounds of right in another. But the gen- 
tleman has adverted to the testimony of Mr. Dic- 
kins; and I will for a moment also advert to it, 
speaking from recollection of its substance. On 
the first day of his examination, Mr. Dickins states 
he has no recollection of the letter A 5. On the 
second, when he is pinned down to the fact, that 
he has made a marginal note in red ink on the 
letter, and must have examined it and read it 
through, because he could not have made the note 
without reading it, then he does remember. He 
remembers having referred to it, when the subse- 
quent letter of May 5th was received. On the 2d 
day, the disclosures of the preceding days having 
been reflected upon in the night, he says he re- 
members the letter well; that the letter had lain 
with others on his table, and that he had referred 
to it to make the marginal note. This is the pro- 
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gress of events—the influence of investigation— 
the operation of circumstances disclosed on those 
which are to be disclosed. On the first day, he 
recollects nothing of the letter; but in two shor 
days he remembers that it lay upon his table q 
long time, and that he made a note upon it in rej 
ink he perfectly remembers. If the gentleman 
from Maryland (said Mr. Cook) is disposed to do 
me that justice which he pretended to desire_ 
[The Speaker called the gentleman to order fo; 
this expression.] If the gentleman had done me 
the justice to deal as candidly with the evidence 
of that witness as was due to me, and is as much 
disposed to do me right as to draw irrational and 
strained deductions from my own evidence, he 
would see that the deduction from the testimony 
of Mr. Dickins is so irresistible, that an honorable 
gentleman who was as well versed as he is with 
investigations before juries, would see, that justice 
would lead him to draw inferences wholly different 
from those which he has drawn from it. He 
would find inferences from it to show satisfacte- 
rily to his mind that the marks were made at the 
Treasury.* 








*Hovuss or Representatives, U. S., 
February 13, 1823, 

Messrs. Gates & Szaron: In your report of the 
debate in the House of Representatives, of the 5th of 
February instant, contained in your paper of this day, 
on Mr. CamppEct’s resolution, relative to the pencil- 
marked documents, you make me say, ‘‘on the first 
day, he (Mr. Dickins) recollects nothing of the letter 
(A 5;) but, in two short days, he remembers that it 
lay upon his table a long time, and that he made a 
note upon it in red ink he perfectly remembers.” 
From this report it wonid seem that I spoke of the tes- 
timony of Mr. Dickias as reported by the committee. 
I said that, in two short days, his remembrance of the 
letter (A 5) became perfect—whereas, on the first day, 
he had “ no recollection of that letter,” and I appealed 
to the recollection of the committee to sustain my 
statement, when I said that he said before the com- 
mittee that he not only recollected referring to the 
letter (A 5) at the time the letter was received, to 
which the red ink note referred, but that he ‘‘recol- 
lected that letter had laid some time upon his table 
after it was received, and before it was filed away.” 
This does not appear in the report of his testimony, 
but remembering it well myself to have been stated, | 
appealed to the committee to say whether I did not 
correctly represent his statement. 


In another part of the report you make me say, “! 
did call for them, (the documents.) Sir, I called for 
them once, and the call is answered. The answer dis- 
closed the existence of other documents pertinent to 
the call, and, because they were not communicated, I 
made another call. The letters in answer to that call 
are not sent yet. I moved a third call on the last day 
of the last session, and that call remains unanswered.” 

eNow, the observations which I am made to express, 
“that the letters in answer to that (the second) call 
are not sent yet,” I did not make. It would not have 
been warranted by fact ; andI presume you have,under- 
stood my remark, that the answer to the third call was 
not yet sent, applied to the second. I deem it proper 
to make these corrections, because I had had no in- 
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Mr. TatrnauL, of Georgia. I call the gentle- | refusal to answer a question propounded to him 


man to order. 


The observations he is making | before the committee, and had said that a su 


are not at all connected with the subject. I will| sion of truth is equivalent to falsehood. The 


not venture to express what are my feelings at | 


such an attack on the character of an absent indi- | 


principle, Mr. C. said, was a sound one. But he 
asked the gentleman from Kentucky, whether, if 


vidual, as the gentleman has just made—an at- | a question were put to him which involved his 


tack not connected with the subject before us. 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, called Mr. Tarrna.u 
to order, as taking the floor from Mr. Coox. 

The Speaker said that the observations of the 

tleman from Illinois were not a breach of order; 
what they were abstractedly he could not undertake 
to determine. 

Mr. Cook repeated, that, if deductions were to 
be drawn from facts, the deduction from the evi- 
dence in this case was as irresistible as any deduc- 
tion from facts can be, that the marks were made 
by the Clerk at the Treasury Department. And 
the gentleman from Maryland states my evidence 
incorrectly. I stated, in evidence, that I examined 
Yet the gentleman would 
lead us to suppose that I had given them a close 
examination. [Mr. Wricut denied having said 
this.} Lunderstood the gentleman to say so, added 
Mr. Coox. So far as I have understood him 
wrongly, I take great pleasure in correcting my- 
self. But the Easels member finds another 
He finds in the 
fact, that I called for these documents, something 
peculiar. 
them once, and the call is answered. The answer 
disclosed the existence of other documents perti- 


municated, I made another call. The letters in 
answer to that call are not sent yet. I moveda 
third call on the last day of the last session, and 
that call remains unanswered. And I ask whe- 
ther, if, in the prolific imagination of the gentle- 
man, suspicion must be generated, whether a 
stronger ground for it is not afforded in these facts 
than that which he has taken? I do not choose 
tomake this suggestion. I leave it to others to 
make their own comments on it. Whilst, how- 
ever, the gentleman was displaying the fertility of 
his imagination and the resources of his genius in 
conjectures on one side, Mr. C. said he would 
ask him to extend his conjectures a little on the 
other, &c. The honorable member from Ken- 
tucky, too, had found fault with his (Mr. C’s.) 





spection of my remarks before they went to press. I 
am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL P. COOK. 


[The Reporter for the National Intelligencer has no 


disposition to oppose his recollection, nor even his 
notes, to those of a member, concerning his own re- 
marks in debate. It would not be at all surprising 
should the Reporter, where he is posted, misconceive 
or fail to hear a member, when he is frequently mis- 
understood by those nearest to him. The repetition of 
a sentence, moreover, may well deceive the Reporter, 
as appears to have been the fact in the case of misap- 
prehension, last noticed by Mr. Cook. It would be 
proper to add, that no member had an opportunity, on 
this occasion, of inspecting his remarks before they 
went to the press. } 


I did call for them, sir, I called for | 


| Constitutional rights, it was not his privilege, as. 


a member of this House—as a member of the 
| American community, to refuse to answer a ques- 
tion in direct violation of those rights? He asked 
| where was’the right of the honorable member to 
| found a suspicion on that refusal? I consulted 
‘my own sense of rights and propriety, said Mr. 
C., and the question was one which, both in right 
and in honor, | was bound to object to. But the 
honorable member has found out there is a con- 
spiracy in this business. It is easy, said Mr. C., 
|to indulge in declamation—or assertion when 
| nothing else is left to the party to found his argu- 
ment upon but assertion. Where is the evidence 
of a conspiracy on this subject? Has the gentle- 
| man furnished you with any evidence of the fact ? 
| Or has he resorted to the same source, whence other 
| suspicions have been drawn—to imagination? [The 
| Speaker declared that this language was not in 
order.] When remarks are indulged on one side 
| of a question, said Mr. C., and, believe me, I mean 
/not to impugn the conduct of the Chair, I have 
neither motive nor reason to do so; but when 
arguments are used to produce an effect upon an 
| individual here, candor, equal-handed justice, re- 
| quires that those remarks should be repelled. 
The Speaker said, if members allege in debate 
‘any fact, and reason from it, they are in order; 
| but imputation of improper motives to other mem- 
| bers of the House is not admissible. 
| Mr. Cook resumed. The honorable member 
‘from Maryland thinks the effect of the proposi- 
'tion I have submitted, by way of amendment to 
the original resolution, will be to divert the in- 
quiry from its proper channel, and that other mat- 
| ter will be introduced, calculated to overlay and 
| smother the first inquiry. If, sir, the honorable 
| member has that desire that purity should pervade 
every branch of the Government, which he pro- 








fesses to have, I ask the honorable gentleman if 
it be not, in his opinion, fit and proper to investi- 
gate the whole transaction of which the docu- 
ments are the basis—to show the quo animo, the in- 
tention with which these marks were made. If 
there is, in the whole history of this transaction, 
such a violation of the Constitution and laws of 
the country, as I apprehend will be developed, I 
ask whether it is not a source from which to draw 
a conjecture as rational as any the gentleman has 
furnished? Is my amendment a suppression of 
any part of the inquiry ? No; it is calculated to 
bring out the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth. Why, then, I ask, in turn, 
does the gentleman wish to separate this part of 
the inquiry from the other. They are twin bro- 
thers, connected by the closest ties of consan- 
guinity ; and the one furnishes fair grounds from 
which to draw results as to the other. Am I, 
therefore, to be represented as opposed to the 
inquiry because I wish to bring the whole matter 
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‘before the House? Is the honorable member 
_justified—can he reconcile it to his own sense 
of right, to infer that I wish to prevent inquiry 
into an rt of this transaction? It is not 
proposed, by this resolution, that the committee 
shall ascertain who is the author of the publica- 
tion in the newspapers; and gentlemen have not 
ventured to submit that proposition to the House. 
It is better to use it in argument, to meet the pub- 
lic ear, than to bring it forward in the shape of a 
roposition in this House. Such a proposition, 
M . C. said, he should consider as one of the most 
important questions that could come before the 
House—the question of the power of this House 
to bring to its bar persons who discuss public mea- 
sures outside of its walls. What did the Ameri- 
can people say, when Congress legislated so as to 
make them amenable to the courts, protected by 
all the forms of law, &c., for discussions of the 
character of the Government or of officers of the 
Government? That law, so to speak, revolu- 
tionized this country. The attempt to invade 
the Constitutional rights of the people was repelled 
with indignation. But a new tribunal is now 
roposed, not less odious, he repeated, than the 
panish Inquisition, to wrest from liberty and 
virtue their true guard, and shield corruption from 
detection and exposure. This was the proposition 
gentlemen have not ventured to offer—which the 
ple would receive with indignation. It would 

a lawless and tyrannical invasion of the rights 
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was gratifying to remark the fairness and candor 
with which the report of the committee had been 
treated. The committee, said Mr. D., did not 
hesitate thoroughly to probe the matter referred to 
them, as far as they went. The committee wa; 
appointed ostensibly to inquire into the correct. 
ness of the conduct of Gales & Seaton; but. 
attached to the letter of Gales & Seaton, was q 
document, copied from the Washington Republi. 
can, implicating also the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury, and the committee were of opinion that the 
ought to go into an investigation of that matter 
also, being thus referred to them. ‘To these two 
points the committee bent their powers in the 
| course of their investigation. If the gentleman 
| from Illinois should say, that the committee had 
| not probed the matter to the bottom, Mr. D. would 
| ask, what was the obstacle which prevented them 
from doing so? 
| Mr. Cook said, he had not the least intention 
to intimate that the committee had not honestly 
| and ably performed its duties. 
Mr. Dwicut said he was happy to receive this 
explanation from the gentleman. He proceeded 
| to notice some points examined and decided in the 
_committee, which the committee had not thought 
it necessary to spread upon their report. One 
| question was, whether the committee should ex- 
| press an opinion as to the relevancy of the partic- 
ular paragraph erased in letter A 5. It was the 
unanimous opinion of the committee, as the doc- 





of the people, and he trusted it would cover with |uments were before the House, showing very 
as much indignation those who project it as the | clearly the nature of the thing therein referred to, 
odious sedition law of 1798 did cover its authors. | that it was not necessary for the committee to re- 
The people never will, while the blood of freemen | port upon that point. There is a single fact, said 
runs warm in their veins, whilst the genuine feel- | Mr. D., which speaks volumes on this subject. 
ings of *76 continue to exist, they never will con- Though not printed, the passage in question was 
sent that this daring encroachment should be | communicated to the House in words and letters 
made upon a right, the dearest that we have. | so plain, that he who ran might read it. In re- 
Let an individual undertake to discuss in a news- | gard to another question which arose in the 2om- 
paper the honesty or fairness of our proceedings— | mittee, I must say, observed Mr. D., that I differ 
is there any one here who would sanction the | in opinion from the gentleman from Illinois, with 
idea of calling him before us to answer for it? If! respect to his rights. I know no Constitutional 
this, said Mr. C., is to be a foretaste of what we | right that any member has to say he will decline 
are to have in future, God knows our Constitution | answering a question propounded to him by av- 
is in danger, and the public liberty is in danger. | thority of the House, unless the answer to that 
And does a person becoming a member of this | question would implicate himself. I say just as 
House lose his Constitutional right to discuss else- | flatly that there was no implication of the con- 
where any measure because he becomes a member | duct of that gentleman by the committee. I be- 
of this House? If he injure any one, the law! lieve that the committee had the power, if they 
affords him redress. If an individual be injured | chose to exercise it, to compel the gentleman to 
and his fair fame torn from him, the Constitu- | answer ihe question to which he objected. It be- 
tion has given him ample remedy, by authorizing | came important to ascertain whether any object 
him to apply to a court of justice for redress. This | could be gained by knowing who was the author of 





is the remedy for the abuse of the press; and it 
is the only one which the people of this country, 
living under the shade of the tree of liberty, will 
sanction for the protection of character, public or 
private, from investigation. 

Mr. BreckenrinGe, of Kentucky, rose, but yield- 
ed the floor, to 

Mr. Wriaut, of Massachusetts. He did not 
rise to enter into this discussion, but, as a member 
of the former committee, to make some explana- 
tory remarks. Whatever excitement there was 
in the House on the subject at this moment, it 


about the original marker of the document. 








the letter in the Republican. The committee were 
of opinion, that the person who wrote that letter did 
it in consequence of having seen the certified copy 
of the marked letter obtained from the Clerk’s 
Office, and of course could not know any “se 

e 
ascertainment of the writer of that letter, could 
have had no bearing on the question of who 
marked the original document, because his infor- 
mation was posterior to the printing of it. The 
committee were therefore of opinion that it was 
not material to the necessary objects of the inquiry 
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to know who was the author of the letter. The | letters without having referred to them to refresh 
committee, though they might have committed | his memory. ‘The particular letter which related 
the witness for refusing to answer—or at least | to a quarrel between the Tombigbee Bank and 
have reported him to the House for the exercise | the Savannah Bank, he informed the committee, 
of its authority, on the ground of a contempt of it, | was that of which part was pasted over; and so 
thought the object was not of sufficient import- | it proved to be. But, if Mr. D. had been incorrect 
ance to re serious a proceeding. In con- | in this statement, it ought not to have induced the 
clusion, Mr. D. said, that whatever might have | gentleman to impeach histestimony. So far as I 
been the feelings with which gentlemen went into | understood it, it was given freely, openly, and 
committee on this subject, he believed there was | withoutreserve. The gentleman hive Illinois has 
not, at the close of the inquiry, the least doubt, on spoken of a correction which Mr. Dickins was 
the mind of any member of the committee, of the | waiting in the Clerk’s office to make in the report, 
entire innocence of the persons implicated in the | at the time that he (Mr. C.) broke the seals. I 
letter out of which the inquiry grew. ‘| know not whether the gentleman was present 
Mr. Saunpers, of North Carolina, said heshould | when Mr. D. stated the objeci of that correction ; 
not have spoken on this occasion, but for the state- | but if he was present, it was due to the House that 
ment of the proceedings in committee, by the gen- | he should have stated the fact. Mr. Dickins 
tleman ffom Massachusetts, in which he (Mr. 8.) | stated that he came to the office of the Clerk of 
being a member of that committee, had differed | the House, not to make any alteration in the re- 
in opinion from the majority of it. The gentle- | port, but to mark the letter X as an indication 
man from Illinois had suggested, that the commit- | of reference to some one of the documents. 
tee did not fully understand the question. What/ The gentleman from Illinois thinks that Mr. 
he means by this, said Mr. S., I do not know, un- | Dickins must have had the letter A 5 in his recol- 
less it be, that they did not give that direction to | lection, because he made a note upon it in red 
the inquiry which would have comported with | ink ; and this is a circumstance which induces 
his views and feelings. | him to attempt to fix upon Mr. Dickins the makin 
Mr. Cook said he did not mean to say that the | of the pencil marks upon it. But the red ink mar 
committee did not understand the general subject | is upon the back of the letter, merely referring to 
before them, but that they did not understand the | the letter to connect it with other subsequent let- 
particular bearing of the paragraph suppressed in | ters from the same bank. I did not understand 
the Huntsville letter. Mr. D. to say, that he had read the contents of 
Mr. Saunvers. I will then proceed to no- | that letter, but merely that he had read all that 
tice the attack which the gentleman from Illinois | was important in it, of which the omitted para- 
has thought proper to make upon the testimony | graph could not be said to forma part. I have 
of Mr. Dickins. I shall always hold it to be my | made these remarks, not to justify Mr. Dickins ; 
duty, said Mr. S., not to make any charge on this | not that he requires my interference, but because 
floor which I would not make elsewhere, and not | an attack has been made upon him by a gentleman 
to make a charge here against any man who is | in his place here, and because it is due to the 
not here to defend himself. I will say, in behalf | committee to give this explanation of his tes- 
of Mr. Dickins, whom I knew not before I saw | timony. 
him whilst upon that committee, that hisevidence | Mr. S. then proceeded to state the reasons which 
was to me clear, explicit, and uncontradictory ; | induced him to believe it was within the province 
for, though he was examined on three different | of the committee to investigate the particular point 
days, it was not to give satisfaction to the com- | of who was the writer of the letter in the Wash- 
mittee, or because they doubted his testimony, but | ington Republican. I did not, that I recollect, 
these examinations were in a great measure press- | put to the gentleman from Illinois the particular 
ed by the gentleman from Illinois himself, and | question whether he knew the author of A. B— 
with other views, as it seemed to me, than merely | but I asked him, if after getting a certified copy 
to elicit facts bearing upon the question imme- | of the marked letter, he communicated it to any 
diately before us. It ought to be stated, too, in| one? Heanswered yes, toa friend. I then asked 
justice to Mr. Dickins, that he had not the oppor- | him if the friend to whom he communicated that 
tunity, which was extended to the gentleman | letter, was the author of A. B.? He said, No; 
from Illinois, of drawing up a statement of his | that he only knew the author from information of 
own testimony. It is true that the notes of his | him received through a third person. I asked him, 
evidence were read over to him, and I know not | who was the third person? This question he 
that he objected to any part of it; but that was a | declined answering. As to the individual who 
very different thing from correcting it himself. | wrote the letters in the Washington Republican, 
It did not occur to me, until after hearing the re- | I had no wish to inculpate him or them; but I 
marks made to-day, that that opportunity ought | sought for their names, that the examination of 
to have been afforded him. So far as I understood | them might lead to the disclosure of some facts 
Mr. Dickins, he said nothing on the first day of | connected with the marking of the document. I 
his examination which went to contradict what | cared not who the writer in question might be— 
he said on the third day. Hesaid he had not seen | whether a member of this House or of the Senate; 
these papers since they went from his office until | whether he wrote in one paper or another—but 
a day or two before his examination, and he as- | I wished to know whether he knew of any partie- 
signed reasons why he did mark certain of these | ular fact which would lead to this discovery. 
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With this view, I would not insist on any indi- 
vidual criminating himself; but, if the witness 
refused to answer a question relevant and proper 
for effecting the object of inquiry, I should not 
hesitate tocommit him. 1 must here be permitted 
to remark, that the gentlemen no doubt refused to 
answer the questions which were put to them from 
the honest conviction on their own minds, that the 
questions were irrelevant, and that the circum- 
stances about which the questions were asked had 
been communicated in confidence. But how far 
it is the province of a witness to decide on the 
relevancy of a question put by those who are le- 
gally authorized to propound it, they had no right 
to cates, I consider, said Mr. S., that the 
questions were relevant, and that the parties were 
bound to answer them. In this business there is 
but one secret—who made the marks? The records 
of the House were mutilated. It appeared to him, 
that about this there could and ought not to be 
any thing like confidence. When that gallant 
man, General Eaton, was called on, in a court of 
justice, in the trial of Aaron Burr, to disclose what 
had been communicated to him in confidence, he 
did not hesitate at a full disclosure, on the princi- 
ple, that, to break faith with an individual when 
the liberties of his country were in danger, was 
not. fraud, but virtue. So, it seemed to him, to 
violate the supposed confidence of which gentle- 
men speak, when innocence was assailed, would 
not be dishonorable, but proper. Gentleman, how- 
ever, had their own views of this subject, and 
would act in compliance with them. I thought 
then, sir, and 1 still think, that these questions 
ought to have been answered, in order to disclose 
every thing that could lead to a full understanding 
of the subject. It was about the 20th of February, 
nearly a year ago, that the gentleman from Illinois 
made this discovery. But the gentleman did not 
then consider if a matter of such importance as to 
merit notice, though he made two caiis subsequently 
by resolutions. Now, however, it has become im- 
pontens in the gentleman’s estimation, and now 
1e wishes the committee to be clothed with a dis- 
tinct power to examine whether the erasure was 
or was not important. As regards the third call 
which the gentleman speaks of, and the implica- 
tion he wishes, by means of its remaining unan- 
swered, to fix on the Treasury Department—the 
gentleman should recollect that when, in the com- 
mittee room, he drew the attention of Mr. Dickins 
to the call, Mr. Dickins told him that every fact 
in relation to the subject had been already com- 
municated ; that they differed in opinion as to the 
terms of the resolution ; and, when it was exam- 
ined, the recollection of Mr. Dickins was found to 
be correct. 

Mr. Cook said the gentleman was mistaken as 
to the fact. It must have been some member of 
the committee who had differed from Mr. D. on 
this point, &c.—not he, (Mr. Cook.) 

Mr. Saunpers said he thought he could not be 
mistaken, because the incident produced some 
words. But it is a matter of no importance, said 
Mr. S.; I only mentioned it to show that the 
Clerk (Mr. Dickins) selected all the papers within 
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the meaning of the call. Mr. S. said he had by 
little more to add, He did not suppose that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois ough; 
to have been incorporated in the motion, because 
the gentleman from Illinois himself, during the 
last session of Congress, with a particular view, 
no doubt, introduced three separate resolutions 
into this House, all tending to the same point, and, 
if he was not yet satisfied, it was his duty to ip. 
stitute a special committee to search out and fo}- 
low up the subject. If there has been any thin 
wrong in the administration of the Treasury De- 
partment, let him follow it up. But the genile. 
/man is forestalling the department, by making 
| this investigation before the last call which he 
| made is answered. It appears to me, said Mr.§,, 
that the original resolution ought to be adopted, 
and upon the very ground that there had been a 
difference of opinion in the former committee as 
to their powers, which would be obviated by the 
institution of a new committee. I will say to the 
gentleman from Illinois, notwithstanding the ter- 
rors of the sedition act which he has held over our 
heads, if I had the authority of the committee con- 
fided to me, I would know the real name of the 
author of A. B.,for the purpose of knowing wheth- 
er he himself made these marks or not. I would 
not go to the printers of the newspaper; I would 
have nothing to do with them, because it gives 
them a kind of consequence which they would not 
| otherwise possess. I would not, further, because 
it is declared by gentlemen of this House that 
they know the author; and I have stated what 
course I should be willing to pursue, to extract an 
answer from them to a simple question. The se- 
dition act has nothing to do with this matter. | 
never would shackle the press, but if I thought 
any man could inform us of the author of these 
erasures, &c., 1 would not dispense him from giy- 
ing answers to questions put to him because he 
happens to be connected with a newspaper. 

r. GitmerR, of Georgia, said he had deter- 
mined not to address the House on this subject, 
because he had found that it would be difficult so 
to arrange his ideas, as to bring the expression of 
them within the rules laid down by the Speaker, 
for the government of members engaging in the 
debate. But his intention had been changed by 
the course which the debate had taken. We 
ought not, said Mr. G., to trust a man who is not 
honest. A charge cannot be made against one of 
the departments, involving imputations of false- 
hood or of fraud, that our duty does not call upon 
us lo examine into it. It is our duty to the peo- 
ple to preserve this House as pure as any of the 
departments. And, if there shall be any charge 
against any member of the House, which involves 
falsehood or fraud, it ought to be fully examined. 
Every four or five years, said Mr. G., you will 
find men looking forward to the first offices of the 
Government; not one man only, but a number, 
who stand nearly on an equality, and have their 
friends here. Hence, if you do not punish men 


who make false charges against these public men, 
this House will become a scene of intrigue, 0! 
Shall we say to the people 


fraud, and falsehood. 
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it is necessary your Executive shall be pure, and 
yet come to the determination, that, when charges 
are made by members of this body, which are 
without foundation, and known to be false by the 
member or members who make them, that we will 
not search out and punish such unworthy persons ? 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, called the gentleman 
to order, on the ground of personality. 

The Speaker decided that the member was in 
order, his observations being abstract, and not 
personally applied. 

Mr. Gitmer proceeded. When a charge is 
made in regard to a member of this House, we 
ought to adopt the same rule which we univer- 
aly do in regard to the head of a department. 
Who has ever heard, when a charge is made 
against any head of a department, that an investi- 
gation of itis opposed? Why, then, should in- 
vestigation be opposed, when a charge is made 
against a member of this House? Why, on such 
an occasion, shall we hear so much clamor about 
Constitutional privileges? A charge is made 
against some member of this House, not named ; 
and if the member against whom it is made has 
been guilty of falsehood, and if we can prove that 
any member has made use of the papers of this 
House for the purpose of stating falsehood, there 
isnotan honest member here present who will 
not vote for his expulsion. A charge has been 
made, through the medium of the newspapers, by 
amember of this House, which is proved to be 
false, and the papers of this House have been used 
to give color to the falsehood. Why, then, did 
the member make this false charge? For what 
purpose? There is not a man who hears me, 
who does not know for what purpose it was made. 
If, said Mr. B., there is a man high in office, 
whose character makes him a prominent candi- 
date for the first office in the gift of his country, 
we should preserve and not destroy that charac- 
ter—not by shielding him or his conduct from in- 
quiry, for inquiry gives confidence, but by pro- 
tecting it from injurious assault, under covert of 
the privileges of this House. Who knows whether 
the libeller be a member of this House or of the 
other? Iam not sure, sir, that I did not just now 
see the man skulking behind the curtains in our 
gallery. The man who would makea false charge 
under an anonymous signature, no honest man 
wishes to come in contact with. It has been said, 
that we cannot institute an inquiry as to the au- 
thor of this calumnious publication, without vio- 
lating the rights of members of this House. I 
recollect, sir, that a member of this House did at 
the last session, on this floor, make a charge of 
corruption against the head of one of the depart- 
ments, and of a violation of the Constitution by 
a member of the Senate. We may then make 
this House an inquisition to charge a Senator with 
having violated the law, and yet, when a charge 
of much greater moral guilt comes against a mem- 

ber of this House, he is to be protected by his plea 
of privilege. I do not know, sir, how far I am 
justified in going in stating facts, extraneous to 
the subject immediately before the House, in order 
to designate, by this sort of testimony, the mem- 


ber whom I believe to have been capable of this 
act. I should like the Speaker to inform me on 
this point. 

The Speaker said the gentleman would be 


justified in stating any facts which induced him 


to suppose that any member of this House had 
any agency in suppressing any part of the docu- 
ments which were the subject of the present mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Gitmer said it was now understood, from 
the evidence before the former committee, that 
there was no possibility of getting at affirmative 
testimony, to establish who was the author of 
those marks. What he wished to know from the 
Speaker was, whether he could, in reasoning, 
make use of extraneous facts, having relation to 
the conduct of a member of this House upon other 
occasions, to show why he believed him guilty on 
the present occasion ? 

The Speaker gave a negative answer to this 
proposition, in terms which escaped the reporter’s 
ear. 

Mr. Gitmer said he had wished to make use of 
the testimony which he held in his hand, (holding 
up a bundle of papers,) which, in connexion with 
the testimony given in to the late committee of 
investigation, afforded strong presumptive proof, 
to his mind, that there had been most unfair deal- 
ing, on the part of some member of the House, on 
this subject. Ido not mean to say who this mem- 
ber is, said Mr. G., because that fact 1 am not 
authorized to state, but, when this committee shall 
be constituted for the purpose of ascertaining who 
is the man, I shall feel myself perfectly at liberty 
to suggest to that committee a train of reasoning 
which will go very near convicting the man whom 
I believe concerned in it. I am very willing to 
admit that there is nothing in the testimony given 
to the House by the former committee of investi- 
gation, which goes to prove that any member of 
this House has been guilty of the alteration of this 
letter. But the committee stopped, in the inquiry, 
at the very point of ascertaining the fact. When 
any member is openly charged, as | now charge 
the author of A. B. with being guilty of making 
an accusation against others which he knew at 
the time to be false, if he were not guilty of the 
offence his name would have been disclosed. 
Whenever the truth does come to light, it will 
disclose facts of importance to the country ; it will 
show that the Representatives of the people here, 
are, like their pretended representatives in all other 
countries, corrupt—grovelling in the mire of their 
own sordid views, without regard to the interests 
of those who send us here. I understand, con- 
tinued Mr. G., that when the facts were all fresh 
in the knowledge and memory of the member from 
Illinois, be considered the erasure, now so much 
spoken of, as unimportant. Does not every gen- 
tleman recollect the calls made at the last session 

by that member upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury? Does any one believe, that, if he thought 
any suppression had been intended of any doeu- 
ment, he would have wanted the courage or the 
sort of motive which would induce him to give 
the information of it to the House? No man 
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doubts of it. There is not one who hears me who 
will not say that, if the gentleman from Illinois 
had at that time considered these facts of any im- 
portance, he would have stated them publicly to 
the House. Then the gentleman from Illinois 
knew there was nothing in this imepprenion of pa- 
pers, which went to implicate the Secretary of 
the Treasury. I draw this conclusion from his 
silence. It seems, however, that there was some- 
thing in the nature of these papers, which led the 

entleman from Illinois—the member, I mean, 
Comm Illinois—which led the member to speak of 
these facts of omission, &c. He did state them, 
and to whom? To whom did he state them? 
To a gentleman who is himself known on every 
occasion to charge the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in this House, with improper conduct; to one, 
who, next to the member from Illinois, is the most 
remarkable for making charges against that officer. 
Why then did he not make the charge publicly at 
that time? That member must have believed 
that there was no impropriety in the conduct of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or he would have 
made the charge. Why, then, said Mr. G., when 
it is necessary that feeling should never appear on 
this floor—when it is so important that all our 
legislation should be founded on truth, and guided 
by cool reason, why was this matter spoken of 
and magnified into factitious importance at this 
session? Why, I repeat? It would seem that 
there would have been time to have forgotten what 
was itself thought so'unimportant as not to have 
been worth mentioning to the House, to the De- 
partment in question, or to the printers, and was 
communicated at the last session, only to one 
member, now absent, besides the two already re- 
ferred to. When the fact was fresh in his memory 
at the last session, the member saw no impropriety 
in it. How, then, does it happen, as it appears 
from the evidence, that, upon consultation with 
his friends, he thinks it necessary for his own secu- 
rity, that he should have a fac simile of the letter 
A 5? I want to know the purport not only of 
that consultation, but of more consultations than 
that. I understand that there is, in law, such a 
crime as confederacy. Every gentleman knows 
what is meant by a conspiracy, and understands 
that there is such a crime. I want to know, said 
Mr. G.—and I want to know it for the purpose of 
preserving the purity of this House—what was 
the object of these consultations—I want to know 
whether there has not been a conspiracy, by an 
improper use of the papers of this House, to lessen 
the confidence which this country has in the Exe- 
cutive power? I do not know that such a con- 
spiracy exists—I have used the language of the 
gentleman from Illinois himself, who has stated 
to your committee what he did, “upon consulta- 
tion.” Has not the matter, through the means of 
this consultation, gone to the press? I do not 
mean to say, continued Mr. G., that the member 
from Illinois has been guilty of any conspiracy. 
Upon the discovery of facts which, upon the face 
of them, would enable a vile man (not an honest 
man) to produce an impression that there was 
something in them implying improper conduct on 
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the part of the Secretary of the Treasury, some 
other persons—not the gentleman from Illinois. 
he swears he did not do it; some other persons 
may have made use of this paper, and for this vile 
purpose. As every thing which was repeated op 
this subject came from the gentleman from [|lj- 
nois—as he, knowing all the facts, must have 
stated all the facts, among others, that of his be. 
lieving the transaction innocent; and there js 
every reason in the world to believe that a mem. 
ber of this House has made a false charge, by the 
aid of the papers of this House, against a high 
Executive officer—it is due to every man sus- 
pected, that he should have an opportunity of 
acquitting himself of that suspicion. I ask, for 
the sake of the purity of this Government, that all 
charges against every branch of the Government 
should be investigated in the same manner, that 
the people, so widely separated from their repre- 
sentatives, should know that, when so separated, 
the duty of their representatives, and their inter- 
ests, are properly attended to here. I state nothing 
here, or privately, said Mr. G., but that which | 
will state openly or publicly. I believe that it is 
necessary, for the sake of the purity of this House, 
that a full investigation of this business shall take 
place; but I believe that the manner in which the 
resolution is worded is not such as to enable the 
committee to examine the subject in the manner 
iu which it ought to be examined. This House 
has been threatened ; we have been told to put our 
propositions in a specific form, and see what the 
people will think of them—that we are to be driven 
from the Hall, &c. Sir, said Mr. G., when you 
go home and ask the people whether you are to be 
turned out of this House because you wish to turn 
a dishonest man out of it, I ask you what the peo- 
ple will say to it? I ask you whether the people 
have that notion of their rights that they would 
suppress an inquiry in this House, about fraud, in 
favor of that member who says he is not bound 
to testify under oath? There is not aman among 
them who would not join in the universal answer, 
that thecharge hascome home. That the inquiry 
might be as broad as the testimony taken before 
the former committee, Mr. G. then moved the 
following amendment: 


‘* And to ascertain, if possible, whether any member 
of this House, or confederacy of members, have made 
use of the papers of this House for the purpose of 
making charges against any Department of this Gov- 
ernment, which that member, or those members, know 
to be false.” 


Mr. Woopson, of Kentucky, adverting to the 
seriousness of the aspect the subject had now 
assumed, moved an adjournment; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

So the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, February 6. 


Mr. CaMPBELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report on the petition of 
William Kendall, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole. 
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FesRuary, 1823. Foreign Coin. H. OF R. 
> ___—______ 
Mr. Jounson, from the Committee on the Post | Another Message was received from the Pres- 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the re- | tpent or THE Unirep Svrares, which was read, 
lief of James Hyde; which was read twice, and | and is as follows: 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- | 7% she Senate and House of 
morrow. : Representatives of the United States : 
Mr. CANNON, from the select committee on the I herewith transmit a resolution of the Legislature, 
subject of the militia, made an unfavorable re- | with an extract of a letter from the Governor of 
rton the memorial of John Dodge; which was | Georgia, and a memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
concurred in by the House. souri, relative to the extinguishment of the Indian 
On motion of Mr. Lirrte, the Committee of | title to lands within the limits of these States, respect- 
the Whole was discharged from the further con- jvely. Believing the present time to be propitious for 
sideration of the report in the case of Ann Hodge, _ holding treaties for the attainment of cessions of land 
and leave was granted for the withdrawal of her | from the Indians within those States, I submit the 
papers and petition. subject to the consideration of Congress, that ade- 
Mr. Cocke offered the following resolution, quate appropriations for such treaties may be made, 


which, by the rules of the House, would lie one | should Congress deem it expedient. 
day: | JAMES MONROE. 
| Fesrvuary 3, 1823. 


Resolved, That the President be requested to com- | 
municate to this House a statement showing particu- | The Message was laid on the table. 


larly whether the money appropriated for fortifications | rn ‘ 
in the years 1820, 1821, and 1822, has been expended | FOREIGN COINS ‘ 
Mr. Rocuester, from the committee appointed 


on the several fortifications, as required by law ; whe- | , I I le ; 
ther the money applicable to one fortification has been | 00 the 13th ultimo, to inquire into the expediency 
transferred and expended on another ; if so, by what | of making the gold coins of Great Britain, Por- 


authority. _tugal, France, and Spain, receivable in payment 
At the suggestion of Mr. Cocks, the rule re- —— = the sete States, at oa ee 
quiring the resolution to lie one day was suspend- | Y@ Ue, Made a repor toe of Citas Bri P, 
ed for this case, and the resolution was adopted. _ bill making the gold coins of Great Britain, Por- 
The Speaker laid before the House the annual | ‘gal, France, and Spain, receivable in payments 
report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, | 0% account of public lands ; wae bill ve 
detailing the measures adopted by them subse- | ‘Wice, and committed to the Committee of the 
quent to their report of the 7th of February ; whole House to which is committed the bill fur- 
; ; 
which was read and ordered to lie on the table; | noe ry pasion, i ome st the Mint at 
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | * *U@ce!pnia. > PR PORS 8 GE OOD ; 
ting statements, showing all the contracts, which ‘The gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their 
were made by the War Department, in the year | present standards, correspond almost exactly with our 


1822; which were read and ordered to lie on the | own—those of France are not so fine, and those of 
table. Spain still less pure. 


y : _| Although no regular report of the assays of these 
A setter from the Becretary of the Navy, tame | coins has been made by the Director of the Mint since 
mitting the annual statements of the appropria- | ; . 
tions and expenditures for the naval service, for 1819, daring which year the last act of Congress, de- 
h 1892 h 7 he di ; “id | claring them a lawful tender, expired; yet, from nu- 
the year, 102, & ve wae Sse cares uncer merous assays made since on deposites, it has been 
each head, since the Ist of January, 1822, and the | abundantly ascertained that their intrinsic value is 
unexpended balances of appropriations, on the 1st | equal to that which was assigned to them respectively 
day of February, 1823; which was ordered to lie | by the act of the 29th April, 1816. ; 
on the table. | The committee assent, without hesitation, to the ex- 
The following Message was received from the | pediency of making them receivable in the payment of 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: | debts to the United States on sales of public lands; 
, but doubt the propriety of making them a tender on 








Te the House of Representations J | other debts, duties, taxes, or sums of money, which 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of | have or may become due to the Government. 
Representatives, of the 28th of January last, request- Notwithstanding it was stated in a previous report 


ing information ‘whether the treaty concluded with | of the committee, that the gold coins of every descrip- 
the Choctaw nation of Indians on the 18th of Octo- | tion and denomination, whether American or foreign, 
ber, 1820, has been executed, so far as respects the | have of late been almost entirely banished from our 
cession of certain lands to said nation, west of the | seaport towns, yet there is reason to believe that, ow- 
river Mississippi, and if possession has been given of | ing to the constant emigrations to the western coun- 
the lands ceded to them; if not, that he assign the try from Europe, and to the acknowledged want of 
reasons which prevented the immediate execution of | confidence in many of their banking institutions, con- 
the stipulations of said treaty, and whether the diffi- | siderable sums of foreign gold have found their way 
culties have diminished or increased by the delay in | into that country, and have been, and are much relied 
its execution ;”’ I communicate a report from the Sec- on as part of the means of paying the debt there due 
retary of War, with the documents referred to in it. for public lands. 

JAMES MONROE. The committee are assured that, very many of the 
purchasers of those lands being persuaded, from long 
habit, that gold would, on account of its metallic pre- 
ciousness, continue to be the safest and most in de- 


Fesruarr 6, 1823. 
The Message was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 
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mand asa circulating medium, have studiously and 
carefully preserved it for the purpose of making pay- 
ments to the receivers of public money on their land 
purchases. 


The debt on account of sales of the public lands is 
so large that, it is believed, every facility and induce- 
ment, compatible with the just rights of the General 
Government, should be extended by Congress for its 
speedy reduction, and final extinguishment, by actual 
payments. 


It will be seen, by reference to the annexed commu- 
nication of the 3d of February instant, made in reply 
to a letter addressed to the Treasury Department, by 
direction of the committee, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury has found it expedient to authorize the re- 
ceivers of public money to continue to receive the coins, 
adverted to in this report, “in payments on account of 
public lands ;” and that ‘they are, in fact, now re- 
ceived by them.” The reasons assigned in said com- 
munication for giving such authority to the receivers, 
are perfectly satisfactory to the committee, and strong- 
ly indicate the propriety, not to say necessity, of giv- 
ing to that authority the sanction of law. 


Treasury DerartmMent, Fed. 3, 1823. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, in- 
quiring whether it would not be expedient to make the 
gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal, France, and 
Spain, receivable in payments to the United States, at 
their intrinsic value, and especially in payments on ac- 
count of the public lands, I have the honor to state, 
that it is deemed proper that they should be made a 
lawful tender in all payments to the United States on 
account of public lands. Upon the expiration of the 
act of Congress which made them a legal tender in the 
payment of debts in the United States, the receivers of 
public money were authorized to continue to receive 
them in all payments on account of public lands, and 
they are in fact now received by them. This author- 
ity was given, first, because no doubt was entertained 
that the creditors of the Government in the States and 
Territories where the land offices were established, 
would receive such coin in preference to the notes of 
the State banks establishcd in those States and Terri- 
tories. And, second, because the refusal of those coins, 
and of the notes of the local banks, wou!d have placed 
it out of the power of the purchasers of the public lands 
to make payment, as the notes of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and of its offices, did not circulate among 
them, and the current coin of the Union did not circu- 
late in sufficient quantity to meet even a small propor- 
tion of the payments due by them. 


In terminating this letter I feel it my duty to ob- 
serve, that the relative current value of gold and silver 
differs materially from that established by the laws of 
the United States. The consequence has been, that 
the gold coin of the United States has always been 
exported, whenever the rate of exchange between the 
United States and the commercial nations of Europe 
has been in favor of the latter. If the gold coins of 
the United States should be made equal in value to 
sixteen times the value of silver coins of the same 
quantity of pure silver, they would be exported only 
when the rate of exchange should be greatly against 
the United States. 


This subject was presented more fully in a report 


made by this Department, upon the state of the cur- 
rency, in obedience to a resolution of the House of 


Representatives, of the Ist of March, 1819, to which | 
beg leave to refer the committee. 
I remain, with respect, your most obedient servan; 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. | 
Hon. W. B. Rocuester, 
C. C.on the Mint. 


SUPPRESSION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTs. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Campset, of 
Ohio, as modified, by his acceptance of the amend. 
ment proposed by Mr. Cook of Illinois, being up. 
der consideration, in the words following : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ascer. 
tain by whom the suppression of the paragraph, jn 
the letter of William R. Dickinson, Cashier of the 
Bank of Steubenville, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated the 3d day of April, 1819, and by him commu. 
nicated to this House at the last session, was caused, 
with leave to sit during the sessions, and with powe: 
to send for persons and papers: And that the said 
committee be instructed to prepare and report to this 
House a digest of the evidence contained in the printed 
documents (in which the said printed letter A 5 is 
included,) if any such there be, to show whether un. 
current or depreciated bank notes were taken in lieu 
of cash, from any of the banks in which the public 
moneys were deposited ; whether public moneys hav 
not been discontinued to be deposited in branches of 
the United States’ Bank, and placed in certain loca! 
banks, situated in the same towns or neighborhood, 
without complying with the directions of the law on 
that subject ; and whether such transfers have noi 
resulted in loss to the Government ; whether the public 
meney has not been loaned to those banks, in which 
standing deposites were made, under the name of 
deposites ; and whether such loans or deposites hav 
not resulted in loss to the Government ; whether secu- 
rity was not neglected to be taken in some one or 
more instances, for the punctuality of one or mor 
banks, which proposed to give such security, and 
whether such failure has not resulted in loss to the 
Government.” 


And Mr. Gitmer, of Georgia, having yesterday 
proposed further to amend the same by adding 
thereto the following : 


“And to ascertain, if possible, whether any men- 
ber of this House, or confederacy of members, have 
made use of the papers of this House for the purpose 
of making charges against any department of this 
Government, which that member, or those members, 
know to be false,” 


And the question being on agreeing thereto— 

Mr. Saunpers, of North Carolina rose. His ob- 
ject is rising was not, himself, to enter further into 
this discussion, but for the purpose of asking the 
gentleman from Georgia to withdraw his amend- 
ment. If he would not do so, Mr. S. said, he 
would move to strike out the part which had been 
inserted at the suggestion of Mr. Cook, (and is 
printed in Italic in the above copy of the resolu- 
tion.) He asked this from the gentleman from 
Georgia, because he thought that both his amend- 
ment and that of the gentleman from Illinois, 
were calculated to embarrass the original propo- 
sition. At the same time, Mr. 8. declared, that 
he would go with the gentleman from Illinois 
to establish a distinct committee to accomplish 


MAGA LTE 


Pe aed Apa a eh arta ee 











860 
1823, 


hich | 


rvant, 


RD. 


‘TS, 

LL, of 
nend- 
gz un- 


ascer. 
ph, in 
of the 
asury, 
mmu- 
‘used, 
power 
said 
» this 
rinted 
A 5 is 
Tr Un. 
n liey 
ublic 
» have 
hes of 
local 
hood, 
w on 
€ not 
rublic 
vhich 
ne 0 
had, 
secu- 
ve oF 
more 
and 
0 the 


rday 
Jing 


\em- 
have 
pose 

this 
ers, 


— 


into 

the 
nd- 
, he 
een 
d is 
ylu- 
om 
nd- 
ois, 
po- 
hat 
ols 
ish 





| quiry proposed by the amendment, but because he | 


361 HISTORY OF 


Fesruary, 1823. eas 


Suppression of Public Documents. 


CONGRESS. 862 


H. or R. 








——————rSSSSS a 


the object proposed by his particular amendment. | documents or parts of documents respecting that 


He car 


not whom the inquiry might involve, | fact have been withheld, the committee may 


the gentleman from Illinois should at least have | inquire by whom and why these documents were 
his aid to detect, if he could, any impropriety in | suppressed. Mr. C. said he therefore was opposed 


the administration of the Treasury 
It was not with a view of shrinking from the in- | 


epartment. | to striking out that part of the resolution. 


Mr. Saunpers said, as he did not intend by his 
motion to afford any ground for the remotest im- 


considered it improperly connected with the in-| plication of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 


quiry which 
immediate resolution, that he should move to} 
strike it out. 

Mr. GILMER said that, on a question which had 


was the immediate object of the| wished only to relieve the gentleman from Ohio 
from what might be too great a burden on him as 
the chairman of the new committee, and was 
besides not connected with the subject of his ori- 


created so much —- feeling in the breasts of | ginal motion; and as the gentleman from Ohio 


some members o 





the House, and of himself more | appeared to have no objection to take this burden 


particularly, he was not disposed to do any thing , upon himself, he (Mr. 8.) withdrew his motion 


which the calculating, prudent gentlemen of the | 
House should think improper. After the excite- | 
ment of the moment has passed by, he was rather | 
disposed to act upon their opinion than his own. 
With pleasure, therefore, he yielded to the opinion | 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, and of | 
that class of persons in the House for whom he | 
hada high respect, and with whom it was his | 
pleasure generally toact. Mr. G. then withdrew | 
the amendment which he had proposed. 

Mr. Saunpers then moved to strike out of the | 
resolution that part of it which was yesterday in- | 
serted on the suggestion of Mr. Cook, declaring | 
at the same time that he should with pleasure give 
his support to the same inquiry, if proposed in a | 
distinct resolution, for appointing a separate com- | 
mittee. He moved to strike it out only because | 
it proposed an inquiry wholly distinct from the | 
original motion, and the two would only embar- 
rass one another. 

Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, said when the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cook was yesterday presented, he 
had thought at first that 1t would embarrass the 





to amend the resolution. 

Mr. Connict, of New Jersey, proposed a divis- 
ion of the question, so as to take it separately upon 
the two distinct branches of the renting, 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, said he was willing to 
withdraw his proposition yesterday offered, and 
incorporated in the resolution of Mr. CAMPBELL, 
and to substitute «another, which he held in his 
hand, and which he read. 

Mr. CamPBELL, of Ohio, objected to this amend- 
ment, as going unnecessarily into detail. 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, said he did 
not mean by any thing he should say to contrib- 
ute “a to such a debate as that of yester- 
day. His object in rising was to renew the motion 
to strike out the amendment yesterday engrossed 
on the original resolution. Should this motion 
succeed, the gentleman from Illinois would have 
ad opportunity to present the several subjects 
whieh he wished investigated, in his own way, 
and there would be no question but every gentle- 
man in the House would unite in allowing the 
utmost latitude to his investigations. Mr. E. said 


inquiry proposed in the first resolution. But, upon | he would put it in the power of the gentleman to 
a closer examination, he was induced tu think | present the question in the shape most agreeable 
differently ; and it appeared to him there was a/| to himself. If that gentleman believed in the ex- 
sufficient connexion between the two to keep the | istence of abuses, such as he had intimated, he 


subjects connected ; and he would state the grounds | 
of this opinion. The gentleman from Illinois ap- | 
peared, said Mr. C., to intimate that the commit- | 
tee which heretofore pursued the subject did not | 
go as far as it should have done in examining | 
the character of the documents referred to it; and | 
that, if it had gone further, a different impression 
from that which it has expressed would have been 
theresult. If, Mr. C. said, any credit is due to state- 
ments of this kind; if it is ascertained that the 
Secretary of the Treasury has withheld informa- 
tion which ought to have been imparted to this 
House, it appears to me a proper subject for in- 
vestigation. If in the progress of events it should 
turn out—and I am arguing as the nature of the 
case appears to require that I should—that any 
documents have not been communicated from the 
Treasury Department that ought to have been, | 
showing that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
interested in withholding them, in order to avoid 
an implication of himself, I ask the committee | 
whether that be not a fair subject of investiga- 

tion? We know that the fact of the deposite of 
money in certain banks was unpopular; and if any 





would find no gentleman unwilling to go along 
with him to investigate them to the extent of his 
own wishes. I will give my support, said Mr. E., 
to any resolution which he may offer, if he accom- 
panies it with an allegation of any abuse of public 
trust. 

Mr. Hamitton, of South Carolina, was of opin- 
ion that the two objects embraced in the resolu- 
tion ought to go together. They related, he said, 
to identically one and the same subject. The 


| inquiry for the committee will be, what were the 


motives of the suppression, which we regard as an 
outrage on propriety, and on the dignity of the 
House? What were the motives which led to it? 
The motives are necessarily connected with the 
facts which may have induced it. Mr. H. said 
he could not see any object to be gained by a divis- 
ion of the subject between two committees ; and 
he was anxious that no division of the inquiry 
should take place which would lead to the appoint- 
ment of two committees. He wished the two 
inquiries to go on hand in hand, and not from any 
want of deference and respect to the author of the 
present resolution. Mr. H. said he should move, 
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when it would be in order to do so, to refer the 


had the subject under consideration. 
do so, because it must be within the conviction of 
every member that that committee had discharged 
its duty ina manner which entitled it to the 
respect and esteem of the House—their proceed- 
ings and report having been candid, lucid, fair— 


and because, as they were already familiar with | 
the subject, much would be gained in point of , 


time, which at this period of the session was of 
some im 
charge of that committee. 

Mr. Foy, of Virginia, said he was in favor of 
the motion to strike out the second branch of the 
resolution, because he saw no necessary connex- 
ion between that and the original motion, the ob- 
ject of which was to ascertain who made these 
marks which have been the subject of so much 
speculation. He did not wish to embarrass that 
inquiry by connecting it with extraneous matter. 
Nor could he see any propriety in recommitting 
this subject to the same comm **tee which has al- 
ready examined it. If the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury has been called upon for all the papers con- 
nected with any particular subject, and he has not 
communicated them all, it was incumbent on the 


part, that there was any ining wrees in this matter, 
inquiry to the same committee which has already | e 
He would 


rtance, by giving the matter again in| 


nor did he know that the debate should have gone 
so far as it had, for all that he heard yesterday 
upon it seemed to be rather a matter of inquiry for 
the committee, than a proper subject of debate fo, 
the House on a mere proposition for inquiry. |; 
the matter of sufficient importance to institute , 
committee to inquire into it? If so, let us insti. 
tute a committee, and leave them to inquire an 
report upon the matter. If, upon the report of that 
committee, it shall appear that there has beep 
neglect, fraud, corruption, combination, or consjj- 
| racy, the House will then have it in its power to 
| take a proper course in regard to the matter. 
| Mr. Sreruina, of New York, said he could not 
see the necessity of the resolution, as at first sub- 
| mitted; and for that reason, in particular, he 
thought, if it did pass, it should be in its amended 
shape. If, said he, you strike out the part which 
is proposed to be stricken out, you strike out all 
that which constitutes the most important part of 
the inquiry. The two objects of inquiry could 
well be united, and or ought to go together, 
because they were nearly connected. But, Mr. 
S. said, the amendment was the only material 
and the substantial part of the resolution, as it 
now stands. The resolution, in the shape in which 


House to get those which have been withheld. it was introduced by the gentleman from Ohio is, 


Thisisa nae which is of common occurrence, said 
Mr. F., and I'know it has occurred in regard to 
resolutions which I myself have offered. A year 
or two ago, he said, he had submitted a resolution, 
calling upon the Navy Department for certain pa- 
rs, which have never yet been submitted. So it 
as happened with regard to calls upon other De- 
partments. When, last session, the Department 
of War was called upon for the invoices of cer- 
tain goods purchased by the Indian factors, they 
never were reported. Even as to the Department 


was going abroad, and could not get it—he pro- 
cured a member of the Senate to ask one from the 
British Minister, and got it without difficulty. 
Last session, a call was made upon the President, 
to show in what manner the money had been ex- 
pended, which is annually appropriated under the 
act for arming the whole body of the militia of the 
United States, and that call was not answered. 
These irregularities, Mr. F. said, had grown out 
of a practice which is itself wrong—the practice 
of calling upon the subordinate Executive officers, 
the mere creatures of the law, instead of calling 
upon t.2 President himself, for the information 
which is necessary to guide the decisions of Con- 
gress. Mr. F. made some remarks on the impro- 
priety of giving undue importance to the officers 
of Government who are created by law; for, said 
he, make a Secretary of Interior Affairs to-morrow, 
take him from among the members of this House, 
and he immediately rises to some superior dignity. 
But, he said, it appeared, from the allegations of 
gentlemen, that, in the case now under consider- 
ation, information had been called for; that the 
call had not been answered as it ought to have 
been, and that in what was given there had been 
a suppression of a part. He did not know, for his 





| 
of State, he wrote for a passport for a friend who | merits ; he is not even 


in my view, said Mr. S., totally unnecessary. | 
am not in the dark, if other gentlemen are, as to 
who caused the suppression, so often alluded to, 
Not that I have any knowledge on the subject 
which everybody else may not have, but I rest my 
conviction, first, upon the face of the documents 
themselves, and, secondly, on the testimony of 
Mr. Dickins, the chief clerk in the Treasury De- 
partment. My mind has been brought to the 
conviction, by all the circumstances, that he, and 
he alone, made them. I call not in question his 
personally known to me— 
and I have only heard of him as a man of dis- 
tinguished talents and great industry. He has 
interfered, however, with the documents of this 
House, and he boldly told the committee that he 
marked the word out, where it appears marked on 
several passages that are omitted in the printing. 
I say that Mr. Dickins might have gone further, 
and told the committee that, when he made part 
of those marks, he made the whole of them. |! 
do not mean to impeach the veracity of that gen- 
tleman, or even his motives. It is sufficient to 
say, that he acted on his own authority, and with- 
out the authority of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and in violation of the direction of the House 
to have the whole of the correspondence laid be- 
fore it. I have heard but one sentiment expressed 
by all who have viewed these papers, which is, 
that they were all made by the same pencil, and 
at the same time; and I defy any gentleman ol 
candor to inspect the papers and say that they 
were not all made by the same hand. If Mr. 
Dickins did make all the marks, as I contend he 
did, what occasion is there to go into a further 
inquiry on the subject? But, continued Mr. S., 
I have a further argument to show that Mr. Dick- 


ins did make these marks. It has been intimated, 
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witbout the least ground, that some gentleman of 
the House may have made them. I am aston- | 
ished, sir, that any gentleman should dare to rise 
in his place and make such an intimation, with- | 
out proof positive of the fact. It is our duty to | 
protect the character of this House, and we ought | 
never to permit ourselves to charge any one of its | 
members, in the House or out of it, with improper | 
conduct, without positive proof to sustain the | 
charge. I call upon gentlemen to show me the | 
least proof of the truth of this intimation. A | 
particular member of this House was alluded to | 
yesterday, as having possibly made this mark. I | 
was astonished to hear a gentleman, reputable as 
he is, of unimpeached integrity, stigmatized as | 
one who not only made this erasure, but as being | 
J engaged in a sore mr which, if it existed, | 
would be disgraceful to those concerned, and dis- 


"graceful to the House. What do the committee | 
say? Who did make these marks? I do not | 
+ mean to wound the feelings of any man; I would | 


scorn to impeach the motives of any man in or. 


J out of the House—and it was with great surprise | 
‘JI heard the gentleman from Georgia yesterday | 
) make a direct allusion to a member of the other | 


branch of the Legislature. Are we to point at | 
them, and hoot at them, when they happen to at- | 
tend ladies to the gallery of the House? I do not | 
mean, said Mr. S., to impute to the gentleman | 
from Georgia any improper motives for this allu- | 
sion, &c., because he is a high-minded and honor- | 
ableman. He himself, after a night’s reflection, | 
has inan honorable manner retraced his steps, and | 
‘withdrawn his proposition. But, to return to the | 
‘marks. The committee reports that Mr. Dickins | 
did, according to his own declarations, mark out | 
three of these passages, in doing which he acted | 
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particular letter, he says, and therefore, he thinks 
he did not make it; and, said Mr. S., the reasons 
were such that he ought not to have made any of 
those which he acknowledges to have made— 
strong and imperative was the reason why he 
should not have done it. I am convinced, from 
all the circumstances, that Mr. Dickins did make 
this erasure, for good or bad purposes, or for pur- 
poses unfathomable by this House. I am op- 
posed, therefore, to the proposed amendment, be- 
cause I consider the part of the resolution pro- 
posed to be stricken out as the most important 
part of this resolution. From the face of it, I 


| should think that it is the object of the gentle- 


man from Illinois to implicate the Secretary of 
the Treasury in having done something wrong in 
his transactions with the Western banks, and I 
am sure it must be the wish, even of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury himself, that an inquiry 
should take place. 

Mr. CampsBeELL, of Ohio, said, from the course 
which the gentleman from New York had taken, 
he felt himself called upon to make a remark or 
two in defence of his original motion, which the 
gentleman from New York seemed to consider so 
unnecessary. It might be owing to the eat 
which that gentleman possessed over other gentle- 
men, that he had been able to discover who had 
made the disputed erasure. It is well known, said 
Mr. C., that such is the structure of the human 
mind, that less evidence is necessary to convince 
some minds than is necessary to convince others. 
For my part, I am slow to believe in such facts as 
he charges on Mr. Dickins. It may be considered 
as an undeniable fact, however, that some person 
has caused the suppression of this paragraph of a 
document. The object of the inquiry which I 


‘in an unwarranted and unauthorized manner. | have proposed is, to ascertain who this person 


What do the committee say, in their report, of | 


' the particular erasure which was the subject of | 


was. It is proved not to have been the printers: 
that is put beyond question. Whether it was 


their inquiry? They say that, had the same} some person in this House, or attached to this 


' causes existed for that erasure, the committee | 
-, would have remarked that the probability of that | 
_ erasure also having been made by Mr. Dickins | committee does not warrant, to my mind, the 
” was strong, and that nothing but the peculiarity | conclusion to which the gentleman from New 


House, or to the Treasury Department, is a sub- 
ject for inquiry, and the proof submitted by the 


+ of the motives which had induced him to make | York seems to have arrived. I will admit that, 


- mony of Mr. Dickins, what do the committee 


ported by the committee, contrasting his evidence 
on the three days he was examined—for, Mr. S. 
said, he was examined three several days, and at 
different times this evidence was dragged from 
him. Could Mr. Dickins have made this erasure, 
heasked, without knowing whether he made it or 
_ not? [appeal to the House, said Mr. S., if, from 
the evidence of the documents themselves, and 
the strange testimony of Mr. Dickins, who admits 
he did make all the other marks, and from the fact 
that this mark was made apparently with the 
same pencil, whether he ought not to have recol- 
lected marking it. The reasons were not such as 
to have induced him to make the marks in that 
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) the other marks weakened it. From the testi-| by straining the ae you may infer that 

| Mr. Dickins himself may ha 
infer? That the probability of Mr. D. having | 
himself made the erasure is destroyed? No; but| however, and have not satisfied myself on ihat 
that itis weakened. Mr. S. proceeded to read pas-| point. As I presume many other members are in 
sages from the testimony of Mr. Dickins as re-| the same situation with myself, it seems necessary 


ve made the erasure. 
I have examined the evidence with attention, 


| that the first part of this resolution should be 
| adopted, whatever becomes of the remainder of it. 
| Mr. C. then proceeded to notice the observation 
_of Mr. FLoyp, and to show that there is such an 
: analogy between the two objects of the resolution 
! as to ote their connexion. He did not wish it 
| to appear that any person had been privy to this 
erasure with an intention to commit a fraud upon 

| the House; but such had been the effect of the 
erasure. He did not expect to obtain conclusive 
—_ upon the subject by further investigation. 
f any person would commit a fraud of this de- 
scription, he would not do it openly, and any one 
who had made the erasure with fraudulent in- 
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tention, would doubtless perjure himself to con- 
ceal it. 

Mr. Top here inquired whether the hour for the 
orders of the day had not arrived, and, being an- 
swered by the Speaker in the affirmative, he ob- 
jected to the continuance of this discussion. 

Mr. Ma.tary suggested that it would be better 
to go through with the business now in hand, in 
order to finish it, and that the House might have 
but one debate at a time on the po oe ith this 
view he moved to suspend the rule which limits 
the discussion of original motions to the first hour 
of each day’s sitting. 

The question being taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rule, it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 110, nays 33. 

Mr. Campsety resumed the thread of his re- 
marks. The proof, he said, was not conclusive 
that Mr. Dickins made these marks. As to the 
argument that all the marks, those acknowledged 
and that which is denied, being made by the same 

ncil—if I know any thing about pencils, said 
Mr. C., they all make the same kind of marks. 
That argument, therefore, can have no weight 
with me in the determination of the question. 
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this case. I think it very probable, and I hope 
that such will be the result of a full investigation, 
But, is that any reason why we should not inquire 
into it? Do gentlemen mean to contend that we 
are never to exert the powers of this House with. 
out proving an imputation upon some body? |; 
there has been any guilt connected with this faci, 
it will be reported to the House, with authentic 
evidence of the fact, and we ought to prosecute 
the inquiry to the conviction of the guilty. |; 
there has been no guilt in the transaction, we 
ought to prosecute the inquiry to show that there 
has been none. I was extremely sorry, continued 
Mr. A., to see the gentleman from Illinois, whey 
no imputation was cast upon him, identify hin- 
self with this accusation, so far as there is any ac- 
cusation against any member or members of this 
House. He not only undertook to consider hiw- 
| self the accused person ; but, after disclaiming the 
| acts which he supposes to be imputed to himself, 
| he turns round upon others—and upon whom does 
he turn? Upon the Judas among us, if there be 
any? No, he turns, and makes an accusation, 
remote from the subject before the House, against 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He brings {or- 
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Mr. C. then recapitulated the objects of the part | ward this irrelevant matter, which it was now pro- 
of the resolution which was yesterday added, at | posed to strike out of the resolution. I must, there- 
Mr. Coox’s suggestioh, to show its analogy to | fore, tell the honorable gentleman, said Mr. A, 
the original proposition. The objects of inquiry | that he has no claim to our sympathies, after the 
which it proposed were proper in themselves, and | part he has acted. , What I have to say, is simply 


— also to show whether any motive of con- | this. 
cealment would probably have induced the sup- 
pression of these — in the letters. On the 
supposition, for the sake of argument, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or his clerks, had such 
a motive, the inquiry into that fact was certainly 
so nearly connected with the inquiry into the fact 
of who made the erasure, &c., that it ought not 
to be stricken out of the resolution. 

Mr. Arcuer, of Virginia, expressed his regret 
that any difficulty should exist as to the form of 
inquiry into any of the particulars embraced in 
the resolution, because he believed there would be 
no difference of opinion when the question of in- 
quiry in any shape came to be voted upon. What 
are the grounds, he asked, on which the first part 
of the resolution recommends itself to our atten- 
tion? There has been a mutilation of the records 
of the House. Will any man deny that it is the 
daty of this House to prosecute an inquiry in a 
case of this sort, to ascertain who were the authors 
of the mutilation? No man can deny the fact, 
the oo of the House to investigate the matter, 
or the duty of the House to exercise that power 
on this occasion. No man denies either of these 
—— said he, and yet we are kept two days de- 

ating it. The very fact that there has been a 
mutilation of the records is sufficient. But, when 
the inquiry is proposed, of what sort is the objec- 
tion made to it? Why, that members of this 
House ought not to be suspected of having done 
it. Now, I suppose, or might suppose, there has 
been this criminal intention on the part of some 
member of this House; how is the fact to be as- 
certained, but by inquiry? Gentlemen say, it will 
appear, probably, that no body has been guilty in 


re 


There is a case brought before the House, 
| contested by no one, that there has been a mutila- 
tion of the records of the House. No one denies 
the propriety of an inquiry into it. The remedy, 
| if the act be fixed upon any individual, will be 
the expulsion of the member, if it be a member of 





this House; or the prosecution of the offender, i! 
it be any other than a member. There are, then, 
in favor of the inquiry, fact, power, duty, and 
remedy. Mr. A. concluded by suggesting to the 
gentleman from North Carolina to withdraw his 
motion to strike out the latter part of the resolu- 
tion. I think, with him, said Mr. A., that the 
inquiries are distinct, and ought not to be con- 
nected ; but, as there appears to be great tenacity 
on the part of those who wish them connected 
together, and as the honorable gentleman who is 
to have the labor of the two inquiries does not 
object to their being connected, I hope he will 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois rose. I confess, said he, 
I am as much astonished as I regret the fact, that 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia saw 50 
little in the observations of other gentlemen who 
preceded me yesterday in debate, which tended to 
cast a shade of suspicion over me. The gentle- 
man will have it that Iam my own accuser. | 
appeal to the candor, to the honor, to the justice 
of this House, whether several gentlemen, pre- 
vious to my joining in the debate, did not make 
allusions tome. The honorable gentleman from 


Virginia may not have understood them as I did ; 
but I feel quite sure that every other member, ot 
almost every other member, did understand them 
as I did. The remarks of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, of the gentleman from Maryland, and 
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of other gentlemen—I will not repeat them—must | gentlemen should have entered into an investiga- 
be fresh in the recollection of this House tion calculated to prejudge the matter; but when 
Mr. Arcuer, (in explanation.) I understood | debateis indulged in, or permitted on one side, which 
the gentlemen whose remarks are referred to, v0 | is calculated to have an improper effect on par- 
say they did not mean an allusion to any one, but ticular members, those at least who are aimed at 
wished the inquiry to know whether or not any | have a right to pursue the same irregular course, 
member had been concerned in this thing. I un-| with a view to bring truth into view, that im- 
derstood the gentlemen to exclude any particular | proper prepossessions may not be formed; it was 
allusion. Neither did I mean to say that the gen-| with that view that I stated yesterday, that the 
tleman aceused himself; I only meant to suggest | documents connected with this subject furnished 
that he committed an indiscretion in assuming | intrinsic evidence that a part of the correspond- 
that he was accused. ence, which forms the body of documents con- 
Mr. Cook resumed. I think, said he, it must | nected with the subject, was not sent here in com- 
be within the recollection of every member, that | pliance with the call made on my motion at the 
the Chair decided, yesterday, that it was proper | | last session ; and I made the statement for the pur- 
should go into an investigation of the testimeny | pose of showing that, from this omission, conclu- 
taken before the committee, because such an im- | Sions might be drawn at least as strong as from 
putation had been made upon me. If gentlemen | the uncandid statement by the gentleman from 
choose to disclaim the allusion to me, I am grati- | Maryland, of the testimony reported to the House. 
fied at their doing so. But the remarks of gentle- | The gentleman from North Carolina last evening 
men could not have been misunderstood—they | seemed to dwell, and lay much stress upon the 
were not misunderstood. What, then, was my | recollection by Mr. Dickins of the subject-matter 
course? Tosit still, and permit the mantle of dis-| of the passages which he acknowledges to have 
grace to fall upon me without resistance, and with- | erased. Now, I state it as a fact, said Mr. C., that 
out attempting to demonstrate that the presump- | Mr. Dickins went to the office of the Clerk of the 
tion which seems to be indulged in was much more | House of Representatives before he went to the 
sunmaly met by presumption of a different char- | committee,and examined all the documents. Now, 
acter? It seemed to me that the tenor of all the | this is a fact which ought to be taken into the es- 
observations made yesterday, as | understood it, | timate, of the clearness with which Mr. Dickins 
and as I was sure every member of the House un- | speaks of the subject-matter of the passages erased, 
derstood it, was to cast imputations on me. It was | and recollects, from previous examination, what 
asked of me, not here or there, but every where, | passages he marked, and why he marked them. 
are you ready for the gallows? I wasglad to find| 1 mentioned that Mr. Dickins had gone to the 
the question put to me in such a manner, as to | Clerk’s office to make an alteration in the report ; 
show that they universally felt a contempt and | and the gentleman from North Carolina thinks it 
disgust at what those who asked it supposed to be | uncandid in me that I did not state the object of 
an unfounded and ungenerous attnak upon me. | that alteration. The gentleman from North Car- 
I brought forward, by way of amendment, that | olina is mistaken when he says that | was present 
which the gentleman from Virginia supposes to | at all the examinations of Mr. Dickins—— 
be irrelevant matter, to show that the presumption| Mr. Saunpers explained. If the gentleman 
of guilt was elsewhere than with me. I adverted | was present, I said, when the nature of the altera- 
to what 1 considered abuses, which, if proved, | tion was mentioned, he ought, in candor, to have 
would show that the presumption of guilt in this | stated it to the House. 
matter might rest elsewhere. As for the sympa-| Mr. Coox. I was not present, and therefore 
thies of the gentleman, I have no doubt, from his | could not know or state it. The gentleman from 
character, he will do me justice ; and I ask for no | North Carolina was a little mistaken, too, said Mr. 
sympathy from any body—but for justice merely. | C., as to the nature of the questions propounded 
or four years that I have had a seat here, I have | to me in regard to the author of A. B., (the accu- 
had every reason to believe that every person | satory letter published in the Washington Repub- 
brought before this House will receive justice at|lican.) He says he did not ask me who A. B. 
its hands. I believe that there is a sufficient de-| was. He certainly will remember that he asked 
gree of independence—manly independence—in | me if I knew who A. B. was. In that question 
this House, to secure to every man justice. I ask | Was a necessary inclusion of the question, who 
no sympathy from the House. I stand self-poised; | was the person? I barely mention this to correct 
and it will be demonstrated to the House, if the | the recollection of the gentleman from North Car- 
investigation goes on, that I have good reason to | olina, who, he had no disposition to believe, would 
stand self-poised. I am as willing as any member | intentionally misrepresent him. I had intended, 
to investigate this matter, and I have no idea of | said Mr. C., to have answered some of the remarks 
putting off the investigation; for, independently | which fell from the gentleman from Georgia—yes, 
of the reasons which operated upon others, I have, | sir, 1 will say the gentleman from Georgia; but the 
growing out of what I consider unfounded inti- | gentleman has this morning withdrawn his proposi- 
mations, a personal reason to desire an early and | tion, and I think it is very well for the character of 
full investigation. I stated yesterday, said Mr. C., | this House, and very well for the character of the 
and I do it to-day, and it is certainly not my wish | Constitution of the country in which we live, that 
to excite feelings of an unpleasant kind any | he has done so. It was a proposition which I could 
where; nor did I think it proper that yesterday | show proposed one of the most glaring infractions 
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of this Constitution that was ever presented to 
the consideration of this House—a proposition in- 
volving the highest and most sacred rights sccured 
to this House, and to the people of this country. 
The honorable gentleman has done himself some 
credit in withdrawing it. [Mr. C.made a remark 
on the feeling or motive in which this proposition 
originated, and an observation on Mr. Gitmer’s 
allusions to the transactions of last session, the 
terms of which escaped the ear of the reporter.] 
I hope, said Mr. C., that the whole matter will be 
inquired into, and brought before the House; and 
when it is, I shall be able, if the slightest tinge of 
suspicion yet rests on the mind of any honorable 
member of the House, even of the greatest enemy 
I have in the House—and I have some whose 
feelings are very strong towards me, as the pro- 
ceedings of this House will verify—I will bring 
even to them such demonstration as to force con- 
viction that, if they have suspicions, they are un- 
founded, and without the least justification what- 
ever. 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, said that, at 
the time he submitted the motion, now pending, 
to strike out the latter part of the resolution, he 
did it under a full persuasion that the two subjects 
embraced in the resolution were utterly disconnect- 
ed. As, however, his friend from Virginia had 
appealed to him, and seemed to think that this un- 
profitable debate would be checked by withdraw- 
ing the amendment, he would withdraw it. 

The motion to amend being withdrawn, and 
the question being on agreeing to the resolution 
as it is stated in the commencement of to-day’s 
proceedin 

Mr. McLane, of Delaware, rose to express his 
views of this subject. I rise not, said he, to ac- 
cuse any one, but to vindicate, as far as my im- 
pressions go, some who have been accused. ith 
regard to the member from Illinois, we have his 
declarations, in the committee and in this House, 
that he is free from any imputation as to the mark- 
ing or suppression of this paper; and his declara- 
tions are conclusive until proof be produced to the 
contrary; and, in relation to him, I shall require 
strong proofs. Whilst I do refrain from the ex- 
pression of any opinion derogatory to the honor 
and integrity of that member, I will not say, I 
have no suspicions as to any other person; but 
even if I entertained as strong suspicion of the 
guilt of any other person, as seems to be entertain- 
ed by the honorable gentleman from New York, 
I would not express it. For, although I might en- 
tertain strong impressions as to the author of the 
act referred to, yet, as I may be called upon in a 
much more important way, and on fuller testi- 
— to express my opinion upon the subject, I 
should feel it due to the person whom I suspected, 
and to myself, to preserve myself pure from pre- 
judice and commitment upon the question. If I 
were to rise in the House, and express the opin- 
ion, that this or that man is guilty, I could not 
trust myself again to pass upon the character of 
that man. The House will do me the justice (said 
Mr. McLane,) to remember that I gave to thisin- 
quiry, when first proposed, my full and free sanc- 


eet CC CC 
a 


tion. I expressed my belief that everybody impli- 
cated in the letter of A. B. would, upon Fh 
inquiry, be absolved from imputations upon them, 
I believe such will be the result of the proposed 
further inquiry, and that the object of the person 
whoever he may be, who made these charges, wi 
be detected and exposed. It is for that reason | 
would adopt the amendment of the member from 
Illinois, that this inquiry may be pushed to its 
utmost limit, and that every circumstance con- 
nected with the transaction may be developed, 
This is not a matter originating in this House—jt 
originated out of this House. I do not say that 
any member ci this House is the author of the 
contemptible productions which have given rise 
to this inquiry and this discussion ; but it has been 
forced upon us, if by a member of this House, | 
will say most disreputably. For if any member 
of this House does believe that any Department 
or public officer has been guilty of a breach of 
trust, he has an open and high-minded course to 
pursue. He cannot becomean anonymous scribbler 
in a newspaper without derogating from his char- 
acter. I do not mean to say that the writer is, ([ 
hope and trust he is not,) a member of this House. 
If he is, he has taken a wrong course, and unwar- 
rantably produced all the bitter waters which have 
flowed from it. Let us not, said Mr. McL.., forget 
the origin of this inquiry. How did it originate? 
This little erasure, which may have originated, as 
from my soul I believe it did originate, in no im- 
proper motives—these little marks which are made 
upon this paper, have been suffered to sleep upon 
the records for a twelvemonth, known to many 
gentlemen of this House. At the end of twelve 
months, when the officer who had the records in 
his possession is no more, and cannot be called 
upon to give an account of them, the fact is 
brought to the attention of the House by accident, 
purely. It is published out of the House, accom- 
panied by a distinct charge inculpating officers of 
this House with having suppressed the passage in 
question to screen an individual in a high public 
office. It was a charge which the persons incul- 

ated felt it to be their duty to bring before the 

ouse. The House instituted a committee of in- 
quiry into the matter, and that committee have in- 
vestigated it, not only with an assiduity which 
does them credit, but with an honorable, indepen- 
dent, and impartial conduct, which will do them 
honor, here and elsewhere. They have said that 
the persons designed to be implicated are guiltless, 
and that the marks were not made by them. Now, 
sir, though I should have been unwilling to have 
originated this inquiry, and regret that the subject 
has ever been agitated, I am free to say that I am 
willing to go on with it, and I will not, because | 
find the scent which I have been following will 
not lead me to the den of the lion, turn round and 
refuse to follow it to the hole of the fox. The 
very reason which brings the gentleman from 
New York to the conclusion that he will not pur- 
sue the inquiry is the converse of the reason why 
I will pursue it. 

Mr. Stex_inc—I have no objection to pursuing 
the inquiry. 
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Mr. McLane: I did not mean to say that the| is the nature of your calls upon Departments for 
gentleman from New York is opposed to the in-| information? It is, that they shall send you all 
uiry: but I understood the gentleman to say that the information material to the subject of the call, 
he did not want this inquiry, because he was already | which can be communicated consisten tly with the 
satisfied who did this thing. Hewas willing to vote | public good. As to what may or may not be ma- 
for the inquiry, but thought it unnecessary because | terial or relevant to the call, the head of the De- 
he knew who made these marks. It is because | } partment must exercise a sound and honest disere- 
do not know who did it, and because it does not | tion. Suppose, in the exercise of such a discretion, 
appear before the House who did it, that I think | the Treasury Department had sent you copies of 
the inquiry ought togoon. And it is because that | these documents, and deeming this letter, and the 
honorable gentleman has thrown the weight of his | others which were marked, to be immaterial and 
character and influence against an individual who | irrelevant to the call, had left them out entirely: 
isnot in this House, and who has no means of de-| how then? Could you have imputed an impro 
fending himself against such imputations, that [| motive? or would you not, if you entertained a 
wish the inquiry to go on. I make no charge | different opinion, require the papers to be sent, by 
agaiast any body: the gentleman from New York | a new and more specific call, as the member from 
has made the charge. He has brought the act of | Illinois actually did call for other documents con- 
making the erasure home to the clerk in the Trea- | nected with the same subject, which were not sent 
sury Department, which, he has had the candor | in pursuance of the first call? Now, said he, let 
to say, he has done without a knowledge of the} us go onestep further. Instead of copies, the origi- 
character. of that clerk. The gentleman acquits| nal papers were sent. What do the brackets 
the Secretary of the Treasury of any concern with wiih are known to have been made at the Trea- 
the transaction; and | agree with him that the| sury Department, and the others, if they were 
character of that officer stands too high for purity | made there, designate? That the passages thus 
and lofty integrity to warrant the belief of his hav-! marked were not material to the call. The mem- 
ing had any connexion with any transaction | ber from Illinois, who made the call for these 
which proves to be incorrect. But, is there any | papers—who wanted the information—he himself 
proof which will warrant the House in saying that | did not, when he saw these marks, at the last ses- 
these marks were made by the clerk in the Tre- | sion, deem them material 
sury Department? None whatever. But,iflwere| Mr. Cook said, that he did not deem them of 
to have an opinion, it would be, as far as the tes- | sufficient importance to be the subject of a motion 
timony goes, stron ly the reverse of that of the gen- | to the House upon the subject. 
tleman from New York. Ido not think the clerk| Mr. McLane said, he had not at all misunder- 
did make the erasure. He might have made it, | stood the member. If he did not deem them of 
and with good motives, too; but I do not think that | sufficient importance to bring the subject to the 
he did do it. Let us look at the nature of the | House, they could not have been, in his view ma- 
thing. Here is a call made upon a Department, | terial: if the suppression of the paper was deem- 
in answer to which, in order to save time, the| ed immaterial, the paper itself could not have 
original papers are sent—and I here ask the gentle- | been supposed material. He proceeded then to 
man where he founds his charge of an unwarrant- | make one or two remarks, which went to satisfy 
able liberty taken with the documents of this | him, although these marks might have been inno- 
House? Had we, sir, any thing to do with those | cently made by the clerk in the Treasury Depart- 
documents before they came here? Certainly not; | ment, that they were not made by that person. 
they were in the possession and under the control | It is an affair of speculation merely, said he, and 
of the head of the Department. You make a call | if I should be thought, in making this declaration, 
on the Department, and it is competent to it to| to insinuate any thing against any member of this 
send you the originals or copies; and this fact, | House, I would not make it. In the first place, said 
which spoke conviction to my mind, from the first |} Mr. McL., you find that in cases where letters are 
agitation of this matter, is conclusive—that, so far | actually marked by the clerk, he marks them with 
from any intention to suppress any part of the | brackets, and with the word “ oué” in the margin. 
documents, there was evinced, in sending the | The word does not occur on the margin of the 
original letters, a disposition to open the whole | particular letter in question. When this clerk 
flood of information to you. Now, suppose | marks passages for the purpose of having them 
these marks were made at the Treasury Depart- | omitted, he marks the word “ our” upon them. [ 
ment—and here Mr. McLane remarked, that gen- | beg the House to reflect on the suggestion which I 
tlemen seemed to be shocked at the suggestion that | now make, and see how important it is, when a 
AB, orC D, made these marks, but thought nothing | charge is attempted to be brought home to an in- 
of laying it to this or that other person. Now, I | dividual on the ground of criminality, to view it 
say, continued he, that these marks may have been | in a correct light. When the clerk marks this 
made, if they were made at the Treasury Depart- | word “out” on these documents, to whom is the 
ment, for the most innocent purpose. Was it| intimation given which that word conveys? Is 
not competent to the Department to send you} it tothe printer? No, it is to this House. If the 
copies instead of the originals? Undoubtedly;| document had gone from the Treasury to the 
that would have been the regular course. Was it | printing office, it would have been different. But 
not competent to the Department to send you} the documents were sent to you, and the marks 
copies of parts of letters? Undoubtedly ; for what | were put upon them for your use. Here are the 
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papers for you, says this officer; here is all the | with an innocent intention, and that the maker o/ 
information we have on the subject ; we send you | them was in no manner connected with the a. 
the originals, the more speedily to answer your | tempt which has been made to convert them int 
call, but we suggest to your discretion whether it | imputations of guilt, I shall be satisfied to let the 
would be proper to print these particular passages. | matter rest ; but if, in the course of the inquiry, 
It is to you, then, that the word “ out” is addressed, | the act shall be fastened upon any individual wit) 
with the corresponding brackets. But on exam- | motives of guilt, or who has since lent himself 
ining the marked passage on A 5, which has been | the improper use which has been made of it, | 
the subject of so much speculation, we find the | will extend the power of this House as far as jt 
word “oué” is not there. There is another strong | will goto punish him. —__ 

circumstance about that letter, which carries to| Mr. A. Smyrn, of Virginia, said, in his conduc, 
my mind conclusive testimony that the pencil | on this floor, he had no rule of action but to pur. 





marks were not made at the Treasury ; and that 
is, that the only words which can, by any possi- 
bility of construction, be considered material, are 
underscored, not by pencil marks, nor as far as I 


sue what he believed to be his duty to the public, 
He would vote for any inquiry which was likely 
to lead to beneficial consequences. But, if he 
thought any proposed inquiry would not have that 


result, he would not vote for it. He saw no ad- 


can judge, from appearances, by the writer of the 
kr. vantage which could flow from further “aed 


letter. Now, I ask, whether, on an officer of any | ¥ ) w fre 
Department sending a paper here, any part of | tion of the particular inquiry now before the 
which is intended to be suppressed, it is at all | House. He objected, besides, to committing ay 
likely he would have made a broad and obvious | inquiry into the management of the funds of the 
underscoring of the particular passage, with a| United States, and into the making of this mark, 
view to bring those words conclusively and imme- | to the same committee. The subjects were dis- 
diately to the public eye? I think not, sir. I | tinct and not compatible, and ought not, therefore, 
should never conceive that any individual, who | to go to the same committee. In the case of John 


would make indelible marks upon it, not to erase 
or to conceal it, but to place itin bolder relief. If 
it had not been so marked, it might and probably 
would, have escaped observation entirely. You 
must then persuade me that this clerk in the Trea- 
sury Department is made of different materials 
from other men ; that when he has a motive and 
an object in view, he accomplishes it in a different 
manner from other men ; and that, when he means 
to suppress any thing, he makes it, with that view, 
more conspicuous! The honorable gentleman 
from New York says he is satisfied, and there is 
no occasion for further inquiry. If the testimony 
was sufficient to satisfy the mind of the gentleman 
from New York—to whom I impute no motive, 
believing he only made this declaration in proper 
candor—if the evidence was sufficient for him, it 
was not sufficient for the committee who examin- 
ed the matter. And, let me say, if the evidence 
had been such as to induce the expression of a 
belief by them, the committee were bound—more 
especially as the omission to express such an 
opinion would give rise to imputations elsewhere ; 
more especially as they must see that suspicion 
would fall upon members of Congress, amongst 
others—it became their absolute and positive duty 
to express their opinion, if they had been able to 
form one, of the author of the erasure. Acting 
under this sense of imperious duty, knowing that, 
eS if they even remained silent, an imputation might 
Bt be drawn from it, they have said, with that sense 
of honor which characterizes the report, that they 
have no proof to satisfy them who made the era- 
sure in letter (A 5.) I cannot satisfy myself on 
the subject, said Mr. McL., that either this or that 
person did it; and for that reason I would give 
the greatest possible scope to this inquiry. When 
the proofs come before me, I shall examine them 
with an impartial eye ; I shall form an impartial 
opinion. If I believe that the marks were made 














meant to suppress a paper, or part of a paper, ; Anderson, when a contempt was committed a 


ainst 
the House, through the Committee of Claims 
was that committee charged with the inquiry into 
that matter? Certainly not. Mr. S. was op- 
posed, for reasons of this nature, to the form of 
the resolution. But he was opposed to further 
inquiry respecting these marks, for another reason. 
He had come to the conclusion that Mr. Dickins 
did make the erasure in A 5, as well as the others, 
and that he was authorized to make them, and 
that no blame properly attached to him or any 
one on the occasion. Examining the shape, di- 
rection, and curves of the marks, from which only, 
in the absence of direct testimony, an opinion 
could be formed, he had come to the conclusion 
that the same person made the disputed mark who 
made the others. Lay the marks across one 
another, and it would be seen that their inclina- 
tions are the same, and the angles formed by the 
intersection of the cross lines, as well as the form 
and turn of the brackets, were either precisely or 
nearly the same in the marks acknowledged to 
have been made by that clerk, as in the others. 
From all the circumstances, Mr. 8. drew the con- 
clusion that Mr. Dickins did make these marks. 
He wished, therefore, no further examination. 
The House had the examination of Mr. Dickins, 
thrice taken, and it had the documents themselves ; 
and he could not conceive why any other infor- 
mation on the subject should be thought desirable, 
Mr. 8. further considered Mr. Dickins as having 
made these marks when he had a right to make 
them. The resolution of this House, requiring 
these documents, called for copies of certain con- 
tracts with banks, &c., and all the information 
“relative thereto;” that is, for so much of the 
correspondence with the banks as relates to these 
contracts. Did that resolution, then, require the 
Secretary to furnish the whole of every letter in 
which this subject is mentioned? Mr. 8S. con- 
tended not. Suppose a letter embraced several 
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very important subjects: there could be no reason 
why more of it should be communicated than the 
particular part which relates to the subject of the 
call. By the arrangements at the Treasury, it 
neavel that this clerk had this branch of the 
business of the office under his control, and that 
he made the selection of the papers called for, and 
arranged them in the order in which they were 
sent to the House—in doing which he made these 

ncil marks on the passages which he considered 
irrelevant to the object of the resolution of this 
House. It had been said that the disputed eras- 
ure did relate to the object of the call. Mr. 8. 
was not satisfied that it did—but, whether or not, 
it was not withheld from this House, nor con- 
cealed from the House, but fully in its possession. 
And said he, are we to infer criminality from the 
testimony of this gentleman? Certainly not; for 
if he made these marks, he was as perfectly justi- 
fiable as he was in making the other marks, and 
there was no criminality in it. Mr. 8. here read 
some extracts from the testimony of Mr. Dickins, 
commenting upon it as he went along. He con- 
cluded by memes that he found it to be his duty to 
oppose this resolution ; declaring that if any gen- 
tleman would bring forward an inquiry into the | 
other subject embraced in this resolution, sepa- | 
rately, he should vote for it. 

Mr. Wrieut, of Maryland, made some explan- 
atory observations, which it was the misfortune 
of the reporter not to be able to hear distinctly. 
He states, therefore, only what he heard. Mr. W. | 
denied that he wished to call A. B. to account be- 
fore this House, as he was most abominably mis- 
represented in the Washington Republican to 
have wished todo. Mr. W. took some notice of 
Mr. Coox’s remarks (of yesterday) in reply to | 
him. I did not wish to impugn the conduct 





! 
| 


that gentleman, said Mr. W. I had an esteem for 
him, for I had discovered in him talents and an 
independent spirit. I did not wish to implicate 
him, but I told him that appearances were such 
that, if he were my own son, he ought, in my 
opinion, for his own sake, to demand an investi- 
gation. I did not say that he wasthe author of 
the erasure; but I did say, that there were circum- 
stances developed by the testimony taken before 
the committee, which would cast a shade of sus- 
picion over him, such as I hoped would be re- 
moved by a further inquiry. Whilst I am a mem- 
ber of this House, said Mr. W. (in reference to an 


expression of Mr. Sreriina) | shall dare to do | 


} 


whatever I think it my duty to do; but I shall 
never do what is contrary either to duty or to 
honor. I will never refuse to any gentleman 
atonement for his violated rights, and I am always 
within the reach of any man of honor. Mr. W. 
made some remarks on the allusion yesterday 
made to his age, intimating that age had not yet 
dimmed any of his faculties, or quenched his feel- 
ingsasa man. He concluded by saying that he 
had no idea the gentleman from Illinois would 
draw, from his remarks yesterday, any other in- 
ference, than that circumstances were such as 
ought to induce him, for his own sake, io urge an 
investigation of this matter. 
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Mr. Rei, of Georgia, said, he had refrained 
from this discussion, so far, because he could not 
see any beneficial ere it could answer to ea- 
gage in it. Whether this mark was made with a 
mischievous intention, or who was the writer of 
A. B. he considered as matters of little importance. 
If there had been any conspiracy between the per- 
sons who marked the document, and the one who 
wrote A. B. it had wholly failed in its purpose; 
the project had met the fate it deserved. The 
report of the committee, said he, is an ample 
acquittal of the Printers to this House, and a 
triumphant vindication of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. All attempts against that ofhoer will 
end, I have no doubt, as they heretofore ended on 
this floor, to his honor, and the discomfiture of 
his enemies. But, Mr. R. said, he should vote for 
this resolution, because, the fact appearing that 
this document has been mutilated, apparently sub- 
sequent to its coming into the possession of this 
House, the question by whom, and with what inten- 
tions it has been done, deserved to be investigated. 
His principal object in rising, however, was, to 
add a few words to what had been so conclusively 
said by the gentleman from Delaware, respecting 
one of the clerks in the Treasury Department. It 
has been intimated (said Mr. R.) that it is de- 
monstrable that Mr. Dickins was the author of the 
erasure, and that he has contradicted himself in 
his testimony? If the House will attend for a 
moment, I will make it appear that there never 
was testimony more pure, more perfectly impartial, 
more every way satisfactory, than the testimony 
of Mr. Dickins. Mr. R. examined and compared 
the different passages in Mr. Dickins’s testimony, 
commenting upon them as he went along to show 
that his evidence was not only clear but entirely 
consistent. I have thought it proper to do thus 
much, said Mr. R., because the character of Mr. 
Dickens has been assailed, and, though I am 
ignorant of the person of that gentleman, I under- 
stand him to be an excellent man andan intelligent 
officer. Before he sat down Mr. R. intimated to 
the gentleman who proposed to refer this inquiry 
to the former committee, that it would be impos- 
sible for him to attain his object. The former 
committee was dissolved by the fact of its report 
upon the whole subject committed to it ; and com- 
mittees can only be appointed in two modes, by the 
Speaker or by ballot. A committee cannot be 
legislated into office, or revived, by resolution. 

Mr. TatTna.t, of Georgia, did not, in rising, 
mean to obtrude any remarks of his on the main 
subject of debate. But he thought he owed it to 
himself and his colleague, to take some slight 
notice of the remarks which had fallen from the 
gentleman from New York. That gentleman, 
said Mr. T., in the course of his vindication of 
another member of the House, seemed to think 
that, to vindicate one character, it was necessary 
to attack another—— A 

Mr. Sreruine, of New York, (in explanation.) 
I did not attack the character of any one; and if 
I was understood as attacking the character of 
any one, I was misunderstood. On the contrary, 
I spoke of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Git- 
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~-MeR,) as high-minded and honorable. I had not | that the inquiry lies, and we are discussing abou; 


the remotest intention in any degree to speak dis- | the Western banks, and the liberty of the Press 
respectfully of him. We might as well, on this occasion, have discusse, 
Mr. TaTTNALL said he was very much gratified | the Cumberland Road, or the New Tariff, as the 
by this explanation of the gentleman, as far as it | subjects which have been brought intoit. Mr. T. 
went ; but, said he, the remarks of the gentlemen | further animadverted on the want of connexion o/ 
were calculated, in my estimation, to affect the | the addition to the resolution with the subject of 
character of my colleague for candor and fair deal- | the other part of it, and said he had some doubt of 
ing. It may be officious in me to interfere—I | the declarations by gentlemen of their willingness 
know it is the disposition of my colleague to treat | to prosecute the inquiry, when coupled with thei; 
such matters lightly, when he is disposed not to | attempts to embarrass it. He himself wished the 
notice them personally. He is willing, in such | inquiry to go on, and should have preferred jt; 
cases, to let them pass by without notice; but I | being unembarrassed by extraneous matter, no 
cannot hear a remark calculated to affect the rep- | that he was disposed to investigate the character 
utation of a friend, without saying something of | of the gentleman from Illinois, but the characte; 
it. Iwish, said Mr. T. that those who throw out | of the mutilation of the public documents. 
insinuations against others, were always above| Mr. Srerwine, of New York, expressed his sur. 
them themselves; that those who suspect others, | prise that the gentleman from Georgia should 


- were always free from suspicions themselves ; that, | think it necessary to rise in defence of his friend 


when we feel it improper to throw out insinua- | from a supposed attack upon him. The gentle. 
tions against others, we should not ourselves in- | man must, said Mr. 8., have most grossly misun- 
dulge in doing it. The recollection of the gen- | derstood me. I meant no such attack—I made 
tleman from New York, I suspect, is good; it} none. I did express my deep regret that that gen- 
must be very bad indeed, if he does not recollect | tleman should have introduced into this House a 
that, frequently, during the last session, at this | proposition so fraught with dangerous principles, 
session, perhaps this very day, when the Depart- | as that which was embraced in his amendment. 
ment, an inquiry into whose conduct is now be- | I did also express my regret, in language which | 
fore us, was in question, he has thrown out insin- | thought decorous, at the manner of the gentle. 
uations, &c. Mr. T. did not mean to say that | man’s allusion to a member of the Senate. I have 
it is always culpable to throw oUt insinuations. | no recollection of using any other language to the 
Notso. If aperson throws out insinuations which | gentleman than that of respect. ran again 
he will support, and which he is ready to put in | charged, said Mr. S., of speaking disrespecttully 
the shape of a charge, he acts correctly, upon his | of the Secretary of the Treasury ; and even the 
proper responsibility. My colleague, (said Mr. T.,) | incidents of the last session are appealed to, to 
esterday went so far as that, and would have gone | support the charge. I disclaim any intention to 
arther, if he had been permitted by the Chair. | attack either the Secretary of the Treasury or the 
He at least has not been guilty of the whispers| clerk in the Treasury Department. Distorted 
which were spoken of yesterday. He is not one | must have been my language, if I was otherwise 
of the whisperers; and in truth they were not | understood than as I now speak. I was aston- 
whispers that I have heard, but loud insinuations, | ished at the solemn appeal made to the House on 
There have been no whispers about the matter, | this occasion, and more so by the intimation of the 
unless among those whose direct agency in agita- | gentleman from Delaware, that I had disqualified 
ting this matter has been kept so profound a secret. | myself from voting upon any question which may 
My aa in rising, however, was not to add to | hereafter arise in this House on the matter. The 
the feelings of excitement which this discussion | gentleman should recollect that I reserved my 
has generated, but to repel the remarks which have | opinion on the subject of the guilt or innocence 
been made respecting my colleague. Whilst he | of this transaction. I did, when up before, no 
was up, Mr. T. said he would make one or two | more than assert, directly, that which he stated by 
brief remarks in regard to this transaction. He { way of supposition ; for he himself said, that the 
expressed his total astonishment at the course | Clerk who made the other marks might have made 
which had been pursued in this case. We had | the disputed mark. I did mean to take the same 
before us, said he, a distinct question. What | grounds as the gentleman himself, but more di- 
was it? The mutilation of our documents, and | rectly. So much for the Clerk. Iam a young 
the manner in which they were mutilated. We | member of this House, said Mr. S., comparatively 
have been debating every thing else. The Sedi-| with the gentleman from Delaware; but I must 
tion law has been dug up, and, with all its cor- | beg leave to differ from him on one point, which 
ruption, introduced among us—for what proper | I consider as essentially connected with the char- 
purposes? None thatI can discover. Anamend- | acter, independence, and integrity of this House, 
ment has been proposed, and accepted by the | viz: that, when a call is made for information 
mover of the resolution, which has no sort of con- | from any Department for the use of this House, 
nexion with the subject, carrying us off to Illinois | that Department is not bound to give the whole 
and Ohio, in search of facts, which, when re- | of the information called for; that it may give a 
ceived, are of no consequence. The object of the | part of it, and, if we are not satisfied, we may sub- 
resolution was to inquire into an offence commit- | mit a second call for the remainder—— 
ted here. What has that to do with affairs in| Mr. McLane explained. His doctrine was, that 
Ohio and elsewhere? It is here—in this House, ‘a Department was not required, by any call for 
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information upon any subject, to send any more 
of its papers or records than was pertinent to the 
object of the call. 

. STERLING resumed. If the gentleman meant 
all that was pertinent, why did he speak of a sec- 
ond call, and refer to the case of a gentleman from 
[llinois at the last session? My views of this sub- 
ject, said Mr. S., are different from those of the 

ntleman from Delaware. If a head of a De- 

tment is called upon for the whole of the in- 
ormation in that Department, then he is to submit 
the whole of the correspondence connected with 
it. If he does not, he is bound to state why he 
does not communicate the whole of it, so as not 
to leave the House under an impression that the 
whole has been communicated. Such was the 
course pursued by the Chief Magistrate at the last 
session, in a particular case. A call was made 
upon him for certain documents; he communi- 
cated a part of them, informing the House that 


5 there were more behind, and the remainder was 
> called for. 


The gentleman has stated, continued 
Mr. S., that this matter was forced upon the 
House. And how does he say it was forced upon 
us? By thecontemptible scribbling of an anony- 
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conception of the character of the papers. When 
it was understood that the whole matter said to 
have been suppressed had been communicated to 
the House; when it was ascertained that, con- 
nected with the matter said to have been sup- 
pressed, was nothing of any importance whatso- 
ever; he was confirmed in the impression that the 
marking was the result of.accident or inadvert- 
ence. This opinion was ratified by the report of 
the committee of investigation, that there had been 
in this case no culpable or wilful intention, on the 
part of any body, to deceive the House, by making 
these rere He was satisfied of this, and that 
the further prosecution of this inquiry would tend 
in no respect to develop the obscurity which exists 
as to the author of these marks, nor in any other 
respect afford information of any value to the 
House. 

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Retp) says 
he neither knows nor cares who is the author of 
the anonymous publication in the newspaper: I 
understood him also to say—and if he did not say 
it, 1 do—that he neither knew nor cared who was 
the author of the erasure in the document. I care 
not, because there is nothing of any importance 


'} mous writer. Not so, said Mr. S., an honorable | connected with it, that I have been able to dis- 


and distinguished member made a statement in| cover. Unless we are satisfied that the matter is 
this House, that there had been a suppression of a | important, why should we inquire further into it? 
part of a public document, and that it had been frau-| Mr. Dickins has acknowledged that hé made 


dulently and wrongfully done. 
to that charge of suppression, and not the con- 
temptible scribbling he speaks of, that the inquiry 
was instituted; and 1 am utterly astonished that 
so much heat and zeal should be displayed here in 
regard to that newspaper publication. The ques- 
tion is, has there been a suppression of an impor- 
tant document; and, if so, who made it? and I 


do not see how that question involves the inquiry, | 


' who wrote an anonymous letter in a newspaper ? 


% 
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I hope, sir, this unfortunate discussion may be 
brought to an end, and in better temper than it 


_ has been conducted. 


Mr. Cuampers, of Ohio, after a remark or two 


' toshow the inutility of pursuing this discussion 


further, moved the previous question, (which, if 
decided affirmatively, puts an end to debate.) 

Mr. Ranpotpg, of Virginia, (the first time we 
have heard his voice this session,) inquired, what 
was the main question ? 

The Speaker informed him, that it was on the 
passage of the resolution. 

A sufficient number, however, did not rise to 
support Mr. Cuampers in his call for the previous 
question, 

Mr. Tracy, of New York, differed from what 
appeared to be the great majority of the House. 
I mean, said he, to vote against the resolution al- 
together. I was induced, by the respect which I 
felt for the gentleman from Ohio, to give my vote 
for raising the first committee. I was induced to 
think it might be an act of courtesy to him to ap- 
point the committee ; but my own impression was, 
that the subject had none of that character of im- 
portance which has been given to it. I considered 
that this omission, which was called a suppression, 
was made by accident, or from a harmless mis- 


It was in relation | some of the marks in these documents. 
| said Mr. T., 


Now, 
I consider-the part erased in letter 
A 5, quite as immaterial as some of the passages 
which, by the acknowledgment of Mr. Dickins, 
he actually did mark. But, before I undertake to 
censure a person for doing any particular act, I 
must be satisfied that he has acted wrongfully; 
that the act that he has done is important, and 
further, that the act itself was occasioned by im- 
proper motives. Not being so satisfied, I see no 
occasion to pursue the inquiry for the purpose of 
punishing the person who made these marks. 
But, if I did believe it important to pursue the in- 
quiry, in order to discover the author of these 
marks, I must yet acknowledge that I cannot see 
how any further inquiry could lead to the disclo- 
sure of the person who made the marks. I will 
not say what is my opinion*as to who made the 
marks, but I think any one who will take up the 
documents, will be satisfied that no process of 
examination can fix it upon any person more 
strongly. I have heard some gentlemen express 
a wish, said Mr. T., to know who is the author of 
A.B. That is to me a matter entirely unimport- 
ant. I do not discover in that production the 
evidences of such turpitude as some attach to it. 
If I was sure, however, that it was written by a 
member of the House, and was connected with 
the greatest degree of turpitude that can be im- 
agined to belong to it, I do not see that this House 
has any thing to do with it. Are we to consti- 
tute ourselves jurors to inquire who is the author 
of any anonymous publication concerning public 
men? If so, before the question is settled, which 
this inquiry is supposed to bear upon, we shall 
discover a great many publications which it will 
be as incumbent on us to inquire into as the pres- 
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ent case. If the reputations of persons in office 
are attacked, they must seek their remedy in the 
same way as other citizens. There is no other 
road for them. I have heard it suggested, in or 
out of the House, that the author of A, B. is a 
member of Congress, and that, therefore, every 
member of Congress, who knows he is not the 
author of it, is bound to find out who the author 
is, that reprobation may not rest upon himself. 
This is a principle, sir, which I cannot support. 
I do not feel that I, being a member of Congress, 
am bound to exonerate myself from the charge of 
writing that letter, any more than I should do if 
it were said a citizen of New York had written 
it, I being a citizen of New York. I do not think 
that it is justifiable to make the inquiry for the 
author of that letter, or that we have either the 
power or the right to do it. If gentlemen con- 
template such an inquiry, I should object at least 
to the present form of that a because the 
object is not expressly stated on the face of the 
proposition. I wish it to be put there that we 
may decide seriously and understandingly the 
ae how far this House has the power to 
erret out anonymous writers. With these views, 
I shall vote against the resolution as being unne- 
cessary ; because there is no object worthy of in- 
quiry connected with the subject, and because, if 
there ‘was, we could never arrive at any more 
certain conclusion than we have come to now. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, said he was of a dif- 
ferent opinion from the gentleman last up; and 
quoted a passage from the letter of A. B. to show 
that it contained gross imputations of being “ in- 
fatuated with party zeal” ona part of the mem- 
bers of this House. What, asked he, is meant by 
this? Are we divided into factions? Are we 
mere partisans? He conceived this was a matter 
of some importance, however lightly the gentle- 
man from New York might think of it. What 
was the case of John Anderson, compared to this? 
Yet we spent four or five days over that. Are 
we not all implicated in this charge of being “ in- 
fatuated with party zeal?” Yes, sir, we are. 

Mr. Cuampers. What is the question, Mr. 
Speaker ? 

Mr. Ruea said ‘he believed the real question 
with that gentleman was a desire to adjourn, as 
he was remarkable for motions about adjournment 
and earlier hours of meeting, &c. However, he 
would proceed with what he was saying. It ap- 
peared by the unanimous report of the committee 
of inquiry, that Gales & Seaton were entirely ex- 
culpated from the charge of suppressing the pas- 
sages in question ; but, sir, said he, is this House 
exculpated? No, sir; and so long as the transac- 
tion shall remain unexplained and unproved, so 
long will it remain a matter of suspicion here; he 
would therefore vote for the resolution, for further 
investigation, that the person who committed the 
act might, if possible, be found out; he would 
vote for the inquiry lest it should be said there 
was a disposition in the House to screen somebody 
or other. 

Mr. BreckenripGp, of Kentucky, said, as a 
member of the late committee of inquiry, he 


thought the inquiry which that committee wa; 
instructed to make,a very proper one. Officers 
of this House had been impl'sated in a serious 
charge, and another individual, not connected wit) 
the House, was also involved in it. The inquj 
was peculiarly proper as regarded the public 
printers. It had been made; they were found jp. 
nocent, and the report had been laid on the table. 
The present cs ene however, Mr. B. sai. 
was a materially different one. It was not now 
proposed to inquire whether the conduct of ap 
officer of this House, or of any one connected 
with it, was proper or improper; but to ascertain 
who is the author of an anonymous newspaper 
publication. If this could be found out, it would 
not be an object worth the trouble, though 
it might be harmless. The inquiry was cop. 
nected, also, with an investigation of the conduct 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. B. said he 
was not bound to the Secretary of the Treasury 
by any ties whatever; but he could not be indif- 
ferent to the conduct of the House of which he is 
a member. You are, said he, about to inquire 
who the author of a certain publication is. Fo 
what? To defend the conduct of the functiona- 
ries of the Government. That, sir, is not you 
duty. When you have accomplished your pur- 
ose, what will you have effected? You will 
ave set the miserable example of making a for- 
mal inquiry who it is that has happened to impli- 
cate the conduct of a public officer. This, sir, is 
a privilege of the people of this country ; they 
have a right to investigate the conduct of their 
public officers; the press is the natural medium 
for doing this, and the same vehicles are open 10 
all, for defence as well as attack. Mr. B. wished 
to show to the House the tendency and inevitable 
result of such a procedure as it was about to con- 
mence. Institute a committee, said he, with the 
fullest powers, and let them drag the culprit be- 


fore the House, and if he be a member, expel him; 
but, before this House attempts so daring an at- 


tempt on the rights of the people, it should reflect 
long. [Mr. B. was here called to order by Mr. 
Wittams, of North Carolina, as animadverting 


/on a question which was not presented by the 


resolution before the House, or had been in aay 
manner proposed for adoption. The Speaker, 
however, (Mr. Tay.tor, of New York, being ten- 
porarily in the chair,) decided that however cor- 
rect Mr. W.’s objection was in principle, the scope 
which had been allowed to the debate authorized 
Mr. B. to take the latitude he had used in his re 
marks. Mr. B. proceeded.}] The attempt, he said, 
which gentlemen were about to make could n0! 
redound to the credit of the House. It might 
create heat and contention amongst the members 
but nothing more. It was not proper, or becoming 
the character of the House, to institute an inquily 
into the authorship of an anonymous attack on ! 
public officer, however false it might be. An/ 
was such an example to be followed up? Ar 
we, said he, to call printers from Maine to Georg), 
on every occasion, where we take offence al ! 
newspaper publication, to disclose who writes 
against public men? As far as relates to the 
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plic welfare, the officers attacked are no more | and committed to the Committee of the Whole, to 
to be shielded than any other persons whom we | which is committed the bill concerning invalid 
hold guiltless. The writer in question attacked | pensioners. 
certain officers of this House and the Secretary of | Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways 
the Treasury, and he wholly failed in his attack | and Means, reported a bill authorizing the employ- 
on both. Leave him, then, to the obloquy of a | ment of additional clerks, and of certain messen- 
convicted slanderer, and do not place the a gers and assistants, in the several departments ; 
in the wrong, by an imprudent and unnecessary | which was read twice, and ordered to lie on the 
inquiry about him. Mr. B. then proceeded to | table. 
vindicate the course the committee had pursued,| Mr. Husparp, from the same committee, to 
in not attempting to go further than they had | which was referred the bill from the Senate, en- 
gone. They confined themselves to the particular | titled “ An act for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens 
object of their institution, and, having accom- | and others,” reported the same without amend- 
plished it, there they stopped. It was not proper, | ment, and it was committed to the Committee of 
nor would it have been expedient, to go beyond | the Whole, to which is committed the bill from 
that. And, said Mr. B., if you now do resolve to | the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of 
push the inquiry further, into an examination of | John Byers.” 
the authorship of the offensive publication, you| The Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
will set a wretched example, which, if followed, | Claims were discharged from the further consid- 
will lead to deplorable results. In what situation | eration of the petition of Sarah Gorham, and it 
will you place yourselves, if you undertake to de- | was committed to the Committee of the Whole, 
mand the authors ener nee Will you | to which is committed the bill concerning invalid 
imprison them if they refuse to answer? No, sir, | pensioners. 
said Mr. B.—the best corrective of the abuses of| Mr. Ross, from the Committee of Revisal and 
the press—and every day exemplified the truth of | Unfinished Business, reported a bill to revive and 
the remark—was to give it perfect freedom. That | extend the time allowed for the redemption of 
character, he said, cannot be worth much, which | lands sold for direct taxes, in certain cases; which 
can be put down by the slanders of the press. If | was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed and 
the House could, by this inquiry, discover who | read a third time to-morrow. 
suppressed the passages in the documents, it would Mr. Wa.twortTs, from the Committee on Mil- 
be well. But that he believed improbable, and | itary Affairs, to which was referred the petition 
was, therefore, opposed to the resolution. He | of the Rector and Trustees of the Catholic Apos- 
thought it wrong, also, to connect with the in- | tolic and Roman Church of Saint Anne, of De- 
quiry, if it was to be prosecuted, the inquiry in | troit, made a report thereon, Se by a 
regard to the conduct of the Secretary of the | bill for the relief of the Corporation of the Church 
Treasury, which had been proposed by the gen- | of Saint Anne, and to authorize the extension of 
ileman from Illinois. Larned street; which was read twice, and com- 

After a few further remarks by Mr. Rupa, | mitted toa Committee of the whole House to- 
which could not be well heard by the reporter— | morrow. 

The question was put on agreeing to the reso-| Mr. McCoy, from the Select Committee, ap- 








lution in the shape in which it appears in the | pointed on the 25th of January, on the subject, 
commencement of this day’s proceedings; and, a | reported a bill vesting in the State of Virginia 
count being demanded, there were—For the reso- | the right of the United States to all fines assessed 
lution, 107; against it, 23. for the non-performance of militia duty, during the 
So the resolution was agreed to. late war with Great Britain, within said State ; 
The committee appointed in pursuance of the | which was read twice, and ordered to lie on the 
resolution, consists of Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio; | table. 
Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee; Mr. Nevson, of | Mr. Futter gave notice that he should, on 
Maryland; Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania; Mr. | Monday next, ask to take up the bill to fix the 
Jongs, of Virginia; Mr. Morean, of New York; | Naval Peace Estabiishment. 
and Mr. Hit, of Maine. | Mr. McLane gave notice that he would call up 
| the General Appropriation bill on the same day. 
| On motion of Mr. Woop, the Committee on 
Fripay, February 7. Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 





Mr. Woop, from the Committee on Expendi- | pediency of making a further appropriation for 
tures in the Department of State, to whom was | the construction of the lighthouse at Oldfield 
referred the letter of the Secretary of that depart- | Point, in the State of New York. 
ment, of the 3d of December last, accompanied by | On motion of Mr. Lirrie, the Committee on 
one addressed to him by the Superintendent of the | the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into 
Patent Office, made a report thereon, which was | the expediency of authorizing, hereafter, a person 
laid on the table. other than the President, to sign all patents for 

Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Pensions ' land. . 
and Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the | On motion of Mr. Futuer, the Committee on 
telief of Sophia B. Ford, Nathan Ford, aad Jacob | Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
Arnold, junior, administrators of the estate of | expediency of reviving, for a limited time, the acts 
Mahlon Ford, deceased; which was read twice,! allowing pensions to the widows and orphan 
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children of the officers, seamen, and marines, in 
the public and private armed ships of the United 
States, during the late war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the Committee on 
the District of Columbia were instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the laws 
—— the inspection of flour in the city of 
Alexandria, within the said District. 

Mr. CampBeL., of Ohio, was excused from 
serving on the committee appointed on the peti- 
tion of the administrators oF John H. Piatt, de- 
ceased, and Mr. Vance was appointed of the said 
committee, in his place. 

The Commiitee of the Whole to which is com- 
mitted the report of the Committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, on the petition of 
Sarah Easton and Dorothy Storer, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
and the report was laid on the table. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, to 
wit: 

1. An act for the relief of Samuel Buel ; 

2. An act to divide the State of South Carolina 
into two judicial districts ; 

3. An act to repeal so much of an act, passed 
the 18th of April, 1806, as limits the price of cer- 
tain lands in the State of Tennessee ; 

4. An act to establish an additional land office 
in the State of Missouri; 

5. An act providing for the accommodation of 
the circuit court of the United States for Wash- 
ington county, in the District of Columbia, and 
for the preservation of the records of said court ; 
were severally read twice, and referred; the Ist 
and 2d, to the Committee on the Judiciary; the 
3d and 4th, to the Committee on the Public Lands; 
and the 5th, to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of Samuel F. Hooker,” was read the 
third time as amended; and, being on its passage, 
it was, on motion of Mr. Wiuuiams, of North 
Carolina, laid on the table. 


An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the | 


relief of James Hyde,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The engrossed bill supplementary to, and to 
amend an act, entitled “An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
passed 2d March, 1799, and to repeal an act sup- 
plementary thereto, passed the 20th April, 1818, 


and for other purposes, was read the third time | 


and passed. 

On the question to agree to the title of the bill, 
Mr. McLane moved to strike therefrom the words 
“and to repeal an act supplementary thereto, 
passed 20th April, 1818 ;” which was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 


DIGEST OF MANUFACTURES. 


State, in obedience to a resolution of Congres, 
being now before the House on its passage— 

Mr. CampseLt, of Ohio, moved to amend the 
resolution (which, in this stage of its progress 
ean only be done by unanimous consent) by jp. 
serting at the end of the resolution the following: 
“ And that the residue thereof be deposited in th, 
Library of Congress.” 

Mr. Wricut objected, and denounced the com. 

ilation itself as deceptive, from its imperfection. 

n the returns of the State of which he was, 

Representative, he said that the three counties of 
Talbot, Caroline, and Queen Ann, the very coup- 
ties which he represented, were wholly omitted, 

Hereupon arose a debate, or rather a succession 
of suggestions, which occupied more than half ap 
hour. 

Mr. CampBELt said, if there were errors, they 
were in the returns, and not imputable, as he up. 
derstood Mr. Wricnt as suggesting, to the Ser. 
retary of State, under whose direction the diges 

‘had been made. 

| Mr. Fuuver said that the returns might have 
| been imperfect, among other circumstances, from 
the refusal of persons engaged in manufactures 
to answer the queries, owing to their reluctance 
| to disclosing their profits, &c. 

Mr. Wricur disclaimed any intention to im- 
pute the errors or omissions of the digest of these 

| returns to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Woop said there were doubtless inaccura- 
cies as to many districts in the United States; 
but, if so, they were the fault of the marshals, 
which could not now be remedied, and the r- 
turns must be taken as they are, affording, though 
not perfect, a good deal of useful information. 

Mr. Taytor said that nothing would be saved 
‘by refusing to distribute these digests. Fifteen 
| hundred copies had been printed, and were now 
| in possession of the Government. If the digest: 
'so radically wrong that the copies had better be 
destroyed, said Mr. 'T., let us at once make a bon- 
| fire of them. If, however, they contain any in- 
formation, it is valuable, and provision ought to 
be made for the distribution of it. Gentlemen 
should recollect that no account was taken of 
manufactures, strictly domestic, at the last cen- 
sus. In the census of 1810 an account of them 
was taken, but not in such a manner as to afford 
|any useful information. In those counties 1 
Maryland, which had been named, probably there 
| are no manufacturing establishments, and the fact 
is equally apparent from omitting the counties, as 
if it were stated in so many words, “in those 
counties there arc no manufacturing establish- 
ments.” There might be some manufacturing 
establishments omitted in the enumeration ; if 80, 
it has been the fault of the marshal or his assist 
ants, &c. 

Mr. Bayties said the best course to pursue !2 
regard to these volumes, would be that hinted at 
by the gentleman from New York—to take all 
these books, put them in a pile together, and make 





The engrossed resolution providing for the dis- | a bonfire of them. I represent, said he, perhaps 
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tribution of the digest of manufactures, &c., pre- | the most manufacturing district in the State 0 
pared under the direction of the Secretary of ! Massachusetts, and there is not in this digest the 
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he concurred entirely with the gentleman from 
the extent of our manufactures, it was only | Ohio. The marshals and their assistants had 
calculated to lead us into error. good reason to complain that the compensation 
Mr. Cocke said if the proposition were to col- | allowed for the duty imposed upon them was 
lect these books, and deposite them in the Library | very inadequate; and the cause mentioned by the 
or elsewhere, he should not be opposed to it. But, | gentleman from New York (Mr. Pierson) was 
if they were distributed by order of Congress, they | another reason why the returns were occasionally 
would carry with them the authority of the sanc-| defective. So far as the Digest went, he believed 
tion of Congress. Any member who would ex-/ it was a very good one, and such as to givea 
amine the digest would find that it was not cor-| general idea of the extent of the manufactures of 
rect as to the district which he himself represents. | the country. 
To publish this book, then, would be to give a| Mr. Tayuor moved the reference of the reso- 
false coloring to the people of the United States | lution to a select committee, with a view to in- 
and to the whole world in regard to our manu-) corporating in it the amendment proposed by Mr. 
factures. The district which I represent, said he, | CAMPBELL. 
isnot manufacturing, but we have some manu-| Mr. Wricur made some further observations 
facturing establishments, and they are not con- | on the subject. If this Digest were to go to the 
tained in the digest. world, with the omission of the counties compo- 
Mr. WaLworTH said, since the copies of the} sing his district, he said, as the term “ national 
digest had been printed, he thought they had bet-| industry” had attained a technical meaning, ex- 
ter be distributed. ‘There was some matter in the} clusively confined to the labor in workshops, it 
digest that might be of value. It had been said | might be said that a gentleman from Maryland 
that the errors or omissions might be the fault of | (himself) represented a set of lazy folks, when, 
the marshals, in part. In the county in which I | in fact, they had as much industry as the manu- 


ieast notice of it. So far from throwing any light 





= reside, said Mr. W., the principal manufactory at | faeturers. It was sending forth a statement of 


which are annually made a great quantity of sheet | manufactures notoriously erroneous, and mislead- 
iron, and one or two hundred tons of nails is not | ing the people, as the withholding of any part of 
noticed in the digest, though it is within my per-| the manufactures is keeping back a part of the 
sonal knowledge that a particular detailed state | truth, &c. 

ment was taken by the marshal of that manufac-| Mr. Parrerson, of New York, said, that the 
tory. So far as regards that manufactory, there-| Digest varied from the original returns by the 


fore, the marshal was not in fault. | manufacturers, as was within his personal knowl- 


Mr. Pierson stated, that, in many cases of | 
error or omission, he was satisfied the fault did | 
not rest either with the marshals or their assist- 
ants. Printed queries, with blanks for the an- 
swers, were left by the marshals and their assist- 
ants with the manufacturers, who, in many cases, 
refused to fill them up, saying they knew not what 
business the Government had to pry into their 
affairs, &c. The fault, if any, in this business, 
was probably in the law. Mr. P. added, however, 
that he had examined the census of the manufac- 
tures of several counties he was acquainted with, 
and, so far as he had examined them, he had 











_ found them very accurate. 


Mr. CampsBeELL, of Ohio, said, that he did not | 


» suppose the census was perfect, being the work of ! 
'somany hands. But did gentlemen undertake to 
» say that it contained no information? If there 
; is any information in it, said he, let us send it out. 
| He said he had spent one evening at least in ex- 
| amining the Digest, as far as regarded his own 
; State, and he had found it essentially correct. 


SOS ee 


mai 


There was a difference of opinion among those 
persons who took the census, on the extent to 
which the census of manufactures was to be taken, 


| Some thinking that accounts were to be taken of 


' large manufactories only, whilst others included 
| the shoemakers, hatters, &c. Thus the returns 
| Were more comprehensive from some districts than 


' from others. 


Having gone to the expense of col- | 


| lecting this information, Mr. C. said, the House 


| ought not to suppress it. 


| 


edge, in some instances. 

Mr. Cocke said he did not know how far the 
gentleman from New York proposed that the 
select committee should investigate this subject. 
If it was proposed that they should report their 
opinions as to the correctness of this book, Mr. 
C. perfectly agreed with him, that there should 
be an investigation, and a report that the book 
was replete with falsehood, from beginning to 
end. If such investigation was his object, Mr. 
C. suggested that the Committee of Manufac- 
tures, who must so thoroughly understand the 
subject, would be the proper committee to refer 
it to. 

Mr. Mircue i, of South Carolina, expressed 
his objections to the distributing these copies, as 
proposed, with the omissions and inaccuracies 
which had been described. Can we, said he, with 
any propriety, send this book forth to the world 
with all its imperfections on its head ? 

He moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

This motion was agreed to, without debate. 


NEW TARIFF BILL. 


The House then again, in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, resumed the 
consideration of the bill for the more effectual 
protection of domestic manufactures—Mr. Tom- 
LINSON in the Chair—the pending motion being 
to strike from the bill its enacting clause. 

Mr. Eustis delivered his sentiments against 
striking out the enacting clause of the bill, because 


| Mr. Fowcer said with regard to the nature and | he was favorable to most of the items of the bill, 
_ causes of the alleged imperfection in the census, ! though opposed to others. 


ll SS 





891 
H. or R. 


[ The following is the substance only of the remarks 
made by Mr. Eustis, of Massachusetts. The dis- 
tance of the reporter rendered it impossible to hear 
distinctly, or report with accuracy all that was said. 


— Editors Nat, Int.] 


Mr. Chairman: To the motion to strike out 
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ship-building. Wood is the natural product of 
our soil. For iron and manufactured hemp, we 
are obliged to cross the Atlantic, and transpor 
them from me Sweden, and Russia, liab|, 
to be cut off by every Power commanding the 
ocean, and especially in time of war, when they 
are indispensably necessary to our navy. Thp 


rejection, I am opposed, as the general object pro- | navy, then, as well as the army, requires that we 
posed in it appears to me to be founded in good | should look to and cultivate our own resources. 

policy, and to embrace the permanent interests of | It is objected to the bill, that it will injure the 
the nation. When the details come under consid- | agriculturists, by forcing them to become manu. 
eration, it will be competent for the committee to | facturers, diminishing thereby their numbers, One 
determine the expediency of adopting or rejecting | of the effects of our free Government is, thatit leaves 
any of its pacific provisions. The question now | every citizen to choose his occupation, and to pur- 
under consideration is, whether any aid or encour- | sue it unmolested. No clause or provision of the 
agement shall be given to the manufacture of cer- | bill touches or interferes with that right. [t js 
tain articles, the raw materials of which are the | well known, that, in the towns aad villages in the 
produce of our own country; and whether the | middle and eastern States, there are numbers of 
growth and increase of those articles shall receive | men who, from constitutional or other causes, 
a protecting aid from Government. And here I | prefer the labor of factories to those of the field, 
desire to be understood distinctly, that protecting, | The actual state of the country proves it. There 
and not prohibitory duties, will be the objects and | are also thousands of women and children em- 
limits by which [ shall be bound. To encourage | ployed in these factories, a part of whom would 
the growth and production of the raw materials | otherwise be consumers, and not producers or |a- 


the enacting clause of the bill, which implies its | 





which are of primary necessity, and to foster the | 
manufacture of them in our own country, is at all 
times distated by sound policy. No nation can 
be said to be independent which relies on other 
and distant nations for supplies necessary to their 
comfortable subsistence, which are liable to be cut 
off by war or other accidents. Let us inquire 
whether this is our case. 

That we enjoy a high degree of civil and reli- 
gious liberty is clear. Have we within ourselves 
the means of defending these rights, when they are 
invaded by a foreign nation? Let us appeal to 
facts and experience for an answer, first determin- 
ing what are the necessary means. Soldiers, sea- 
men, provisions, tents and clothing to cover them, 
arms, ammunition, ships, batteries and fortifica- 
tions. Soldiers and seamen you have ; provisions 
you have also in abundance. At great expense, 
= have provided arms, ammunition, ships, and 
ortifications. The covering and clothing you 
have not. Is this true? To those whose memo- 
ries extend to the war of our Revolution, the hard- 
ships and the loss of the thousands of lives sus- 
tained in that conflict, from a deficiency in the 
article of clothing, are well known. In the last 
war, the same losses and the same sacrifices were 
incurred. And, if you will trust to the reports of | 
your commissariat, you will find that the opera- | 
tions of your army would have been paralyzed, 
had not the fortuitous arrival of foreign vessels | 
brought you supplies. And, in case of declaring | 
war again, if the same cause will produce the same | 
effect, you will be subject to the same embarrass- 
ment. Is not this a time, when the world is at 

eace, to prevent a recurrence of such a calamity, 

y commencing a system which shall give en- 
couragement to the manufacture of coarse woollens, 
canvass, and other articles, by making a small ad- 
dition to the existing duties imposed on their im- 
portation from foreign countries? “Wood, hemp, 
and iron,” have been justly designated, by one of 
the greatest men in this country, the elements of 


rn ee 


borers, and all of whom gain a comfortable liveli- 
hood. It is also to be observed, that the demand 
for the produce of the farmer isincreased. In the 
vicinity of every factory, the value of land is en- 
hanced. while the land 1s better cultivated. 

Another good effeet, and a very important one, 
arises from the extension of woolien factories. 
They increase the demand for wool. And it is 
well known that we are deficient in this great 
staple. This inereased demand induces the 
farmer, when protected from foreign competition, 
to enlarge his flocks, for which he must also in- 
crease his number of hands. Thus agriculture 
and manufactures act and react upon each other, 
promoting their mutual benefit and the solid in- 
terests of their country. 

It is further objected, that the proposed duties 
will bring ruin on the commerce of the country. 
This appears to be equally groundless with the 
other objections. The products of the factories 
proposed to be protected will, in time, become in- 


‘creased to a degree which will require transporta- 
tion coastwise and to foreign countries, giving 


thereby a new source of employ to our ships. I! 
it should have an indirect effeet (which is doubt- 
ful) to check in a small degree the excessive im- 
portation of foreign goods, would that be con- 
sidered a calamity to the country? The credits 


given to our merchants by foreign nations have 


been represented to be all important. Admitting 
that they have been beneficial, it may not be amiss 
to glance at the consequences of the excessive im- 
portations which those credits have enabled them 
to make. Look at the state of the commercial 
parts of the nation for the last four years. See 
the ruin and distress in which the merchants have 
been involved ; count the number of deserted stores 
and dwelling houses—the farms, and other prop- 
erty, made over or pledged to redeem these credits; 
examine your prisons, filled with bankrupts, pe- 
titioning this and the State governments for !0- 
solvent laws; look at their distressed families: 
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count the number of mechanics and farmers in-| North; he has proclaimed it to be a tyrannical 
volved in their ruin; in consequence of the credit | measure. He has epee further, and boldly de- 
obtained by them in this country by virtue of their | clared that the people of the South should resist 
credits in foreign countries, and ~ may find some | such a Jaw, and that they ought to resist it. - After 
alleviation of the unfounded charge of an inten- | this wonderful display, would any one believe that 
tion to ruin commerce. — ; the present measure is dictated by the pecuniary 

Again : It has been said that this measure favors | necessities of the country, and the only question to 
the eastern and northern sections of the Union, | be determined is—what are the most proper sources 
and will bear hard on the southern, who are not | from which to derive additional revenue? The 
manufacturing States, and will be resisted by them. | Secretary of the Treasury has done his duty, and 
L consider the objects of the bill to be of a national, | disclosed to the nation the real situation of its 
and not of a sectional nature. To provide the | finances. He has informed us that, in the year 
means of national defence is of equal importance, | 1825, there will, in his opinion, be a deficiency, 
and alike interesting to every part. The same under the present system, of about $1,250,000, 
objection applies to the additional duty on foreign | even after allowing a credit for the $8,000,000 
vessels, and on goods imported in foreign vessels. | which he estimates will, at the commencement of 
This duty encourages ship building and our own | that year, be remaining in the Treasury, after 
seamen. The immediate advantage alights on | paying the expenses of the preceding years. The 
the Atlantic States, but the common effect, that | gentleman from New York (Mr. CamBre.enc) 
of the national defence, applies alike to all the | has, notwithstanding, declared, that we have an 
States. Theenlightened statesmen of the South | overflowing Treasury, and that there is no neces- 





| saw itin its true light, and assented to the measure. | sity for increasing our revenue. The Secretar 


And are these members now to be invited to ob- | and he are at issue upon this point: and althoug 


» ject to this bill, which has a national object in I am disposed to give great credit to his opinions, 


view, because in its operation it may afford em- | particularly upon subjects of that nature, yet those 
ployment for the labors of their less wealthy east- | of the distinguished officer, placed by your laws at 
ern brethren? To their wisdom and patriotism | the head of the Treasury, are entitled to still 
the appeal may be safely made. | greater weight. Fortunately, however, this is a 

Mr. Bucwanan, of Pennsylvania, said, the | subject not involved in any mystery ; but is one 
question now under discussion before the Commit- | about which we can all judge. We know, from 
tee, although one of considerable consequence, | the report of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
had assumed an air of importance to which it was | made at the last session, that the proportion of our 
not entitled. The argument has proceeded, as | public debt which will be redeemable in the years 
though we were now about to decide whether we , 1825, 1826, 1827, and 1828, amounts to sixty-three 
should change the settled policy of this country, | millions seven hundred and eighty-six thousand 
in its Intercourse with foreign nations, and adopt | one hundred and thirty-seven dollars and seventy- 
asystem strictly prohibitory and restrictive; whe- | four cents. It is estimated by the Secretary, that, 
ther we should close our ports against all the na- | after applying the eight millions of dollars, which 
tions of the earth, and sweep our foreign commerce | he expects will have accumulated in the Treasury 
from the ocean, for the purpose of encouraging | on the first of January, 1825, towards the extin- 
our domestic manufactures. The imprudence of | guishment of the debt redeemable in that year, 
some of the friends of the bill, has given to its en- | there will still remain a deficit of about $1,250,000. 


' emies a plausible pretext for this course of argu-| In what manner, then, do gentlemen propose to 
' ment. The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. | meet this deficiency? In what manner do they 
» Gornam) has availed himself of this advantage. | ropose, not only to effect this purpose in 1825, 
_ Instead of attacking the provisions contained in | but to pay upwards of forty-six million dollars of 
_ the bill, he has, ingeniously, and with a force of | debt, which ought to be paid in the three succeed- 
' argument which I have rarely heard equaled, as- | ing years? In whatestimation should that man’s 


sailed some of the principles by which it has been wisdom be held, who would fancy himself rich, 


supported. He has considered this as as question, , and neglect to provide the means of discharging 
whether we should at once abandon the policy | a debt of ten thousand dollars, which will not be 


| under which we have been acting, from the adop- | payable till the year 1825, because he believes that 


tion of the Federal Constitution, and substitute in | in the mean time his ordinary revenue will yield 
its stead a restrictive system ; and, if this were the | him five hundred dollars beyond his ordinary ex- 
true state of the case, he should have my hearty | penses? This is precisely the situation of the 


_ C0-operation. Government; and yet the respectable gentleman 


Assuming these premises, that gentleman has | from New York has informed us that there is no 
presented before us a number of horrid images, | necessity for providing any additional ways and 


_ Sufficient to startle the imagination, not as the | means. 


Creatures of his own faney. which they truly are, There can be no doubt but that every member 
but as the genuine production of the bill. He has | of this Committee will concur with me in opinion, 
declared that it is an attempt by one portion of | that our debt ought, if possible, to be discharged 
the Union, for its own peculiar advantage, to impose | as soon as it shall be redeemable. No one will 
ruinous taxes upon another. He has represented | contend that a public debt is a public blessing. 
itas an effort to compel the agriculturists of the | The payment of the national debt is one of the 
South to pay tribute to the manufacturers of the | best means of preparing for war. The resources 
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of the nation ought not to continue mortgaged to 
the public creditor; but they should be left entire, 
and ready to be applied at all times towards the 
defence of the country. This, at least is my sys- 
tem of policy. 

Under this view of the subject, we are brought, 
irresistibly, to the conclusion, that revenue must 
be raised ; at least, that it ought to be raised. The 
question, then, is, from what objects shall we de- 
rive the means necessary to extinguish the national 
debt? It is admitted by all, that a duty upon im- 
ports is the most economical and least oppressive 
mode of raising revenue. It is the mode most 
consonant to the feelings of a free people. It does 
not require the agency of the exciseman, or the 
tax-gatherer. The practice of the Government, 
for more than thirty years, has sanctified this 
method, in the minds of the people. They will 
not now readily submit to direct taxes, or to ex- 
cises when the country is at peace. I say, em- 
pateet > when the country is at peace; because 

know that in times of actual war, or of approach- 
ing danger, the American people will cheerfully 
submit to any sacrifices which may be necessary 
to provide for the common defence, and promote 
the security and the glory of the nation. 

The necessity of adopting a new tariff, for the 
purpose of raising revenue, has not only been 
stated by the Secretary of the Treasury, but he 
has distinctly recommended many of the articles, 
on the importation of which, additional duties 
should be imposed. These are all embraced in 
the provisions of the present bill, though the in- 
crease of duty is, in several instances, greater 
than what he recommended. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing its friends have declared their intention to 
amend it, and make it conform more nearly with 
that recommendation, this is the measure, whose 
blasting influence, if adopted, gentlemen declare, 
will paralyze agriculture, ruin commerce, and 
destroy the Navy. Phantoms, the most deadly 
and destructive, have been presented before the 
Committee, as the natural offspring of this mea- 
sure. One would almost be led to believe, that the 
bill now under consideration was the true box of 
Pandora, from which, if enacted into a law, all 
the evils that can invade the human race would 

roceed. The gentlemen from Georgia and from 
assachusetts, (Mr. Tarrnatt and Mr. Gorua, ) 
have proclaimed it tyranny, and tyranny which 
ought to be resisted. Yet all this mighty confla- 
gration has been raised to intimidate us from adopt- 
ing a system, which, in substance, has been recom- 
mended by the intelligent and independent officer 
at the head of the Treasury ; merely because, in its 
indirect operation, it may benefit certain neces- 
sary domestic manufactures. I confess I never 
did expect to hear inflammatory speeches of this 
kind within these walls, which ought to be sacred 
to union; I never did expect to hear the East 
counselling the South to resistance, that we might 
thus be deterred from prosecuting a measure of 
policy, urged upon us by the necessities of the 
country. If I know myself, I am a politician 
neither of the East, nor of the West, of the North, 


nor of the South ; I, therefore, shall forever avoid | advantage of every part. 
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any expressions, the direct tendency of which 
must be to create sectional jealousies, sectiona| 
divisions, and, at length, disunion, that worst and 
last of all political calamities. 

The gentlemen will, I trust, be mistaken jp 
their object. They will not be able, by calling 
this bill a prohibitory system, and by taking that 
for granted which has no existence, except in their 
own imagination, to deter its friends from pursu- 
ing a steady course in the accomplishment of 
their object. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Goruam,) like the ancient Archimedes, 
only wants a lace to stand upon ; he could then 
move the world. If the bill really contained those 
destructive provisions which have been placed in 
terrible array before us, the whole American peo- 
ple would rise up with one consent against it ; not 
in rebellion, because for that there could be no 
occasion; but in their sovereign character of 
voters, and discharge from the councils of the 
nation those Representatives who had trampled 
upon their dearest rights. 

I have now arrived at that point in the argu. 
ment when it becomes necessary that I should de- 
clare to what extent I am willing, at this time, 
to proceed in the protection of domestic manufac- 
tures. Upon this subject, | hope I shall not be 
misunderstood. I think I have shown, that it is 
now necessary to increase our revenue from im- 

sts. In selecting the objects of additional duty, 

would do it with a view to the encouragement 
of such domestic manufactures as are necessary 
for the defence of the nation, and for the con- 
sumption of the great mass of your people; and 
more particularly those articles of which your 
country furnishes the raw material in abundance. 
By this means, whilst you raise revenue, you in- 
directly, but gradually, encourage such manufac- 
tures as will render you more independent of for- 
eign nations. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. GoruaM) has asked, are we not independent 
when we purchase what we want from foreign 
, nations, and pay them the price demanded? | 
| answer, yes: but we would be much more inde- 
pendent if we could derive from our own manv- 
factories those articles which are commonly called 
the necessaries of life, and those without which 
you cannot carry on war. When a nation is in 
this situation, she is prepared for a state of war, 
as well as of peace; she is prepared for the day 
of adversity, as well as the day of prosperity. 
Her necessary supplies are not then dependent 
upon the will of foreign Powers, who may be in 
a state of hostility agniert her; but she has her 








own resources under her own control. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Gor- 
HAM) has urged, as another argument against 
this bill, that it is a mere compromise, and that 
there is no one article on which an additional 
duty could be imposed without the others. This 
may be true, and it ought to be true. The Fed- 
eral Constitution was itself a compromise, Our 
Government extends over a vast territory; and, 
therefore, in the selection of articles on which to 
impose additional duties, you should consult the 
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ity, and scatter the advantages of your system as | 
widely as possible. This is the only course of | 

licy which will perpetuate harmony among all | 
the States. It was by a combination of this na-| 
ture, between the cotton growers of the South and | 
the manufacturers of the North, that the intro- | 
duction of coarse cottons into the country from | 
abroad has been in effect prohibited, by the high | 
rate of duties, Is it not, then, ungenerous for | 
the South and the East to sound the tocsin of | 
alarm and of resistance, when we wish to benefit | 
the agriculture and manufactures of the Middle | 
and Western States indirectly, by the imposition | 
of necessary duties? We do not ask the same | 
encouragement for the growth and manufacture | 
of any article, that has been afforded to that of | 
cotton. For one, I desire at present no prohibi- | 
tory duty on any other article. All that we ask | 
of you 1s, that, as you must raise revenue, you | 
should do it in such a manner as to give some | 
indirect encouragement to the agriculture and | 
manufactures of the middle portion of the Union. | 
Give us a small share of the same advantages | 
which we have freely concurred in bestowing | 
upon you. | 

This bill will make no change in the well set- | 
tled policy of the country. It pursues the system | 
under which this Union has flourished. The prac- | 
tice of the Government, for more than thirty years, | 
has been gradually to encourage those domestic | 
manufactures most important to the country. We! 
have moved along in this course, not rashly, but | 
cautiously. The end has been the collection of | 
revenue; in its attainment we have adopted a/| 
system of duties calculated to afford protection to | 
our own manufactures, not for the purpose of pro- | 
hibiting the importation of foreign fabrics, but to 
bring our own into fair competition with them. 
This policy, which accommodates itself to our | 
circumstances, is infinitely better than either the | 
dreams of political economists, who, on the one | 
hand, would cast off every restriction, and open | 
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which she had attained by pursuing a contrary 
policy, to a state of unexampled depression. The 
edict was repealed ; a new tariff was adopted ; and 
it was declared by that Government that, under 
the operation of the tariff of 1820, “ agriculture 
‘without a market, industry without protection, 
‘languish and deciine. Specie is exported, and 
‘the most solid commercial houses are shaken.” 
I would recommend to gentlemen a perusal of the 
whole of this admirable State paper, from which 
I have quoted but a few lines. 

The gentlemen have contended that, should this 
bill be adopted, the agricultural interest of the 
country will be greatly injured. If this were the 
case, it would be a conclusive objection to its pas- 
sage. The farmers are the most useful, as they 
are the most numerous class of society. No mea- 
sure ought ever to be adopted by the Government 
which would bear hardly upon them. They are 
the body of men among whom you may expect to 
find, in an eminent degree, that virtue without 
which your republican institutions could not con- 
tinue to exist. Agriculture is the most noble em- 
ployment of man. It communicates vigor to the 
My con- 
stituents are principally farmers, and I should feel 
it both my duty and my inclination to resist any 
measure which would be pernicious to their in- 
terest. 

The agriculturists are the great body of con- 
sumers. It is from them that the revenue must 
principally be derived, no matter what may be the 
mode by which it is collected. They must equally 
pay it, whether in the shape of an excise, a land 
tax, or an impost upon the importation of foreign 
articles. I will never consent to adopt a general 
restrictive system, because that class of the com- 
munity would then be left at the mercy of the 
manufacturers. The interest of the many would 
thus be sacrificed to promote the wealth of the few. 
The farmer, then, in addition to the premium 
which he would thus be compelled to pay the 


your ports to all the world, or the systems of those | manufacturer, would have also to sustain the ex- 
who, on the other, are so devotedly the friends of | penses of the Government. If this bill proposed a 
domestic manufactures, that they would sacrifice | system which would lead to such abuses, it should 


the commercial, and injure the agricultural inter- | 
ests of the country for their promotion. Experi- | 
ence is the best school of politics. The gentleman | 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Goruam) has stated that, | 
for the last twenty years, all the distinguished 

writers on political economy have denounced the | 
restrictive system, and have advocated what has 
been called the “let us alone” policy. In answer | 
to their theory, I will produce an experiment. 
The Emperor Alexander became a convert to 
these notions. In 1820 he adopted a new tariff, 
reducing the duties generally, and repealing most | 
of the prohibitions. The ports of that vast empire | 


were thrown open to all the merchants of the | 


world. The golden age of modern political econ- | 


omists had arrived ; they had made a convert, who | 
had the power and the inclination to bring their | 
What were the con- | 


system into practical effect. 
sequences? Two short years were sufficient for 
the experiment. In two short years Russia was 
teduced from a state of unexampled prosperity, to 
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not receive my support. 

I consider this billasa revenue measure. Money 
must be collected—the public debt must be paid— 
and a large proportion of the money to pay it must 
come from the farmer. I have shown that the 
imposition of additional duties is the best and 
cheapest mode of collecting taxes. If, then, at the 
same time that the farmer is paying an additional 
duty to the Government in the increased price of 
the imported foreign articles which he consumes, 
the domestic manufacturer can, by that means, be 
enabled to enter into competition with the foreign 
manufacturer, in the home market, in what man- 
ner is the farmer injured? He is not only not 
injured, but he will be benefited. If, for example, 
the agriculturist, by paying a small additional 
duty for one or two years, can be certain then of 
purchasing domestic articles equally cheap with 
foreign ; and if he can thus procure a home mar- 
ket for the products of his own industry, he is 
greatly the gainer by the measure. The loss, if 
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any, which he would sustain at first, is amply | ing Fund, which is at present ten millions of dollars, 
compensated by the benefit at last. This was the | But, if, contrary to the present anticipations, the pro. 
case with respect to the duty imposed upon coarse | posed augmentation of duties should, before the public 





cotton goods. Although the 


had to pay more for articles of this description 
than formerly, yet the price is at present reduced 
lower than it ever was. The goods are so much 
better and cheaper than the foreign fabric, that 
they are now exported. The planters of the South 
have thus obtained a certain market in the North 
for their cotton; not one liable to the fluctuations 
and the changes incident to the policy of foreign 
governments. The trade and the mutual depend- 


ence to which this measure has given birth, serve | 
to tighten the bonds of union between these two | 


portions of our country, and is, therefore, a politi- 
cal measure of great consequence. The planters 
of the South have thus become necessary to the 
manufacturers of the North. And thus, if a wise 
and prudent system of policy shall be pursued, all 
the States will be indissolubly bound together by 
their interest, as well as their inclination. Nature 
has declared that our mutual wants, and our mu- 
tual means of gratifying them, shall bind this Re- 
public together. Nothing but the mistaken policy 
of man can ever tear it asunder. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Gor- 
HAM) has argued as though the direct effect of 
this bill would be to destroy commerce, and to 
prostrate the Navy. If this were true, it would 
be a most powerful argument against it. The 


merchants are a respectable and useful class of 


men, and are entitled to the protection of the Gov- 
ernment. Without commerce, your Navy can- 
not exist. It is the only schoo! in which sailors 
can be instructed. The first lesson in politics 
which I ever learned was to admire the Navy. 
That which in the beginning was perhaps honest 

rejudice, has now become rational conviction. 

he Navy is our best defence from external ene- 
mies; it is our best security for perpetual union. 
The sailors of the Northern and Middle States are 
necessary to the prosperity of all the inhabitants of 
the vast Valley of the Mississippi. 
that river can only be preserved free and open by 
a naval force. I would not, therefore, sacrifice 
the interests of commerce to promote manufac- 
tures. This bill will produce no such effect. Its 
operation in favor of manufactures will be grad- 
ual—almost imperceptible. The additional con- 
sumption from the rapid increase of our popula- 
tion will be equal, or nearly equal, to the increase 
of manufactured articles. If at last any of the 
branches shall become so perfect in its kind as to 
exclude foreign articles of the same description, 
this will be the work of many years. In the mean 
time, the commercial pec employed in that 

articular trade will find new channels. Speak- 


ing of this subject, the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


in his annual report, says: 


‘‘It is however presumed that the revenue will con- 
tinue to be augmented by the proposed alterations in 
the tariff until the public debt shall have been re- 
deemed ; after which, the public expenditure in time 
of peace will be diminished to the extent of the Sink- 


rowers of cotton, 
and other consumers, may, in the beginning, have 


The outlet of | 


| debt be redeemed, produce a diminution of the reve- 
‘nue arising from the importation of those articles, 
| corresponding, if not a greater augmentation, may be 
| confidently expected upon other articles imported into 
the United States. This supposition rests upon the 
| two-fold conviction that foreign articles nearly equal 
| to the value of the domestic exports will be imported 
and consumed ; and that the substitution of particular 
classes of domestic articles for those of foreign nations 
| not only does not necessarily diminish the value of 
domestic exports, but usually tends to increase that 
value.” 


There is one circumstance which will always 
serve to secure the merchants of the country 
against the manufacturers, and that is the neces- 
sity, in time of peace, of collecting our revenue 
from imposts. Should such a general prohibitory 
| system be cent in favor of domestic manufac- 
| tures, as to make a resort to direct taxes necessary 
| for the support of Government in time of peace, 
| the reaction will be dreadful. The people would 

at once rise in their majesty, and legislate the evil 

out of existence. In this, however, their own true 
| interest will compel the manufacturers to study 
| the interest of the merchants. 


| It has been said by the geatomen from Massa- 
| chusetts (Mr. Gornam) that if you impose addi- 
tional duties on foreign articles, you thereby give 
_ to the domestic manufacturer a pledge which you 
| can never in good faith withdraw. That, there- 
| fore, you cannot repeal laws of this nature, should 
| they prove injurious. This conclusion | deny. 
| The manufacturers must act upon the laws at 
|their own peril. They are merely intended to 
plant those manufactures natural to our soil and 
toourcountry. After they have been fairly brought 
| into existence, if they cannot support themselves 
| without extraordinary duties, or, in other words, 
without continual contributions from the consum- 
ers, they must be abandoned by the Government. 
If any manufactuie is discovered to be a mere 
hot-bed production—that cannot flourish in our cli- 
| mate without artificial warmth—it must be left to 
its fate. It is one of such a description as should 
'never have been planted. In order to avoid 
| this disagreeable alternative, however, we should 
| be careful to legislate in favor of such branches 
| of manufactures only as are congenial to our coun- 
|try. We bave hitherto been eminently success- 
‘ful in this particular. The selection of cotton 
| manufactures was judicious in the highest degree. 
| They bave now taken deep root, and can flourish 
| against any foreign competition. If the case had 
| beer. otherwise, the result would have shown that 
‘they ought not to have been brought into exist- 
ence by the protection of our laws. 
| Another powerful reason which exists for the 
| passage of this bill, is, that the balance of trade 
| for some years has been clearly against us. [ts 
'a notorious fact that specie, that Government 
stock, that Bank stock of the United States, and 
even the canal stock of the State of New York,— 
are rapidly leaving the country, to pay the debts 
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which we owe in Great Britain. Our importa- 
tions have been extravagant, and should they con- 
tinue so great, our wealth will be gradually drained 
from us, for the purpose of enriching foreign man- 
ufacturers. 

It has been said that this evil will correct itself. 
So it must; but it will not be until the country 
is drained of its wealth, and our merchants can 
no longer obtain credit abroad. It will not be 
until we have got into a state of debt and depres- 
sion, from which it will require years to recover. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG) has declared, that the larger the balance 
of trade against us, the greater the evidence of our 
proapeeny This, taken literally, is a paradox, 
which I know the gentleman did not mean. His 
intention was to say, that the larger the apparent 
balance of trade was against us, on the books of 
the custom-house, the stronger the evidence of 
our prosperity. Kor example, suppose our ex- 
ports amounted to $16,000,000, our imports to 
$20,000,000, his conclusion is, that our commer- 
cial capital, industry and enterprise, are worth 
imports to the value of $4,000,000, and that thus 
the account is balanced, and the country is en- 
riched. This would be true, provided, at the end 
of the negotiation, we were clear of debt. Without 
pores a to be the case, this argument is 
merely begging the question. Let me puta case, 
which approaches much nearer to the truth. 
Suppose our exports to be but $16,000,000, and 
our imports $20,000,000, and at the end of the 
year we are $2,000,000 in debt, how would the 
balance of the trade then stand? It would be 
precisely $2,000,000 against us. That this sup- 
position approaches much more nearly to the real 
state of our foreign trade is evident, from the his- 
tory of the country for the last few years. Is it 
not notorious, that our money and our stocks are 
rapidly disappearing, notwithstanding all the value 
of our commercial capital and industry employed 
in foreign trade? I am not one of those political 
croakers, who judge of the balance of trade by the 
books of the custom-house. If any estimate formed 
upon them were true, our imports so far exceed 
our exports, that we are, and have been for years, 
driving on to ruin with dreadful rapidity. ‘This, 
we know not to be the fact. To our imports must 
be added, all the value of our commercial indus- 
try and enterprise, when we would compare them 
with our exports, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the true balance of trade. Their value never can 
be known with any tolerable accuracy. When, 
however, we find, that the precious metals and 
our stocks have continued for years to be leaving 
our country ; when we know that the rate of ex- 
change has been, during all that time, in favor of 
England, the conclusion is irresistible, that the 
actual balance of trade must be against us ; but to 
what amount, I admit we cannot ascertain. 

It has been said, that as gold is the only legal 
tender in England, and silver is a mere article of 
merchandise, and that as the value of silver, com- 
pared with that of gold, is much greater in this 
country, than in England, it is only the apparent 
rate of exchange which is against us. This cir- 


cumstance, I admit, proves that the rate of ex- 
change is not so much against us as it appears to 
be. But, making every allowance for this differ- 
ence, exchange is, and has been for years, from 
four to seven per cent. in favor of England. This 
shows conclusively, that funds in England are 
always wanted by our merchants in this country; 
and for what purpose? Is it not self-evident, that 
it must be to pay the difference between the value 
of our exports and our imports ? 

It is perhaps unfortunate that this bill was re- 
ported by the Committee on Manufactures. Had 
one, containing thesame principles, emanated from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, as a revenue 
measure, it would have encountered much less 
opposition. I ask gentlemen, however, to look 
through the form into the substance, and not suffer 
themselves to be alarmed at the adoption of a wise 
and politic system, merely because it has been 
entitled “a bill for the more effectual encourage- 
ment and protection of certain domestic manufac- 
tures,” and not to raise revenue. The title of the 
bill can at any time be changed, and this would 
at once destroy one-half of the arguments which 
have been urged against its passage. 

I have thus expressed my ideas respecting the 
general principles of the bill. It contains provi- 
sions, however, to which I am unfriendly, after 
having given them the most deliberate considera- 
tion. Iam willing to encourage the manufacture 
of wool, by imposing an additional duty of five per 
cent. upon the importation of the foreign manu- 
facture. The duty will then be thirty per cent. 
ad valorem. This in my opinion, is sufficient, at 
least for the present. The provision which de- 
clares, that the minimum valuation of each square 
yard, on which a duty is imposed, shall be eighty 
cents, would increase the duty to one hundred per 
cent. upon coarse woollens. This would at once 
amount toa prohibition of articles of that descrip- 
tion—a measure for which the country is not at 
this time prepared. Although we import a vast 
quantity of woollen goods from abroad, we have 
not the raw material to supply even the woollen 
manufactures which already exist at home. We 
are, therefore, under the necessity of importing 
wool itself. What would then be the inevitable 
consequence of this measure, in the present state 
of the country? It would for many years, until 
we could raise wool and establish manufactories 
sufficient to supply the whole country, double the 
price of an article essential to the comfort of the 
poor. It would be a tax levied upon that portion 
of society least able to sustain it, and given asa 
premium to the manufacture of wool. Let us 
proceed gradually. If, after the lapse of years, we 
shall discover that we have an abundance of the 
raw material at home, and the manufacture of it 
is so well understood in the country, that the do- 
mestic competition will, in a short time reduce the 
price as low or lower than that of the foreign 
manufacture, then, and not till then, should we 
impose a prohibitory duty. It was thus we pro- 
ceeded with respect to coarse cottons, and expe- 
rience has justified the measure. At present, lam 
opposed to the imposition of a prohibitory duty on 
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any foreign articles, necessary to the comfort of 
the great body of our people. 

I am decidedly in favor of the small additional 
duty of five dollars per ton, proposed by this bill 
on foreign iron. In the opinion of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, this would be strictly a revenue 
measure. I have made many inquiries on the 
subject, and the result has been a conviction upon 
my mind, that, under the new duty, as much of 
that article would be imported as there is at pres- 
ent. I confess, I was somewhat astonished to 
hear this proposition opposed with so much ear- 
nestness by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
i Bay.ies,) and the gentleman from Rhode 
sland, (Mr. Durres,) particularly the latter. He 
resides in a manufacturing district. The Eastern 
people have, by the indulgence and protection of 
the Government, acquired almost a monopoly of 
coarse cotton goods. The cottons and the sugars 
of the South have been amply protected. I am 
sorry, therefore, to find that gentlemen, from those 
portions of the Union, are unwilling to afford a 
small share of that bounty to the Middle States, 
which has been so liberally extended to them. 

It has been stated by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. CamBrRELENG,) that the manufactur- 
ers of this article are now in a prosperous condi- 
tion. In this he is certainly mistaken. To carry 
on the manufacture of iron, a great capital and a 
large body of land, producing timber, are both 
necessary. Those iron masters who had acquired 
sufficient wealth to survive the general wreck in 
which a large proportion of that class of citizens 
has been involved, are now prospering, if they 
live in a neighborhood at some distance from the 
seacoast, in which there is a demand for all the 
iron they can manufacture. In such a situation 
they can bring domestic into competition with 
foreign iron ; because, in addition to the duty 
which it pays, the expense of transportation into 
the country is added to its price. What is the 
condition of those manufacturers of iron who 
have no market in their own neighborhood, and 
who, in addition to what the article costs them at 
home, have to pay the price of transporting it to 
market? Go into the interior and mountainous 
districts of Pennsylvania, and you will there dis- 
cover. That country abounds with ore, with 
wood, and with water power. Some years ago 
manufactories of iron started up in abundance. 
They diffused wealth all around them. They 
afforded the best and surest market to the neigh- 
boring country for the products of agriculture. 
It is now a melancholy spectacle to behold them. 
They have sunk under the false policy of the 
Government, and their ruin has essentially in- 
jured the whole agricultural community by which 
they were surrounded. 

Will the gentlemen from the East and South 
refuse to grant this small boon to the farmers and 
manufacturers of the Middle States? Suppose 
that the price of iron should be raised to them $5 
per ton, which is by no means certain, would 
they, for the sake of twenty-five cents per hun- 
dred, refuse to grant us this trifling advantage? I 
trust not, especially when they consider that iron 


is a necessary both in war and in peace, and we 
ought not to be dependent for its supply on for- 
eign nations. 

I am, also, decidedly in favor of an additional 
duty upon articles manufactured of flax ; because 
it will operate as a direct encouragement to the 
growers of that article, and thus favor the agri- 
cultural interest. 

For the same reason, I am friendly to an addi- 
tional duty on foreign hemp. The vast and fer- 
tile regions watered by the Mississippi and its 
tributary streams, is capable of producing an 
abundance of that article to supply the demand 
of the world. Why, then, should we go to Rus- 
sia for our hemp? Why should we not give to 
the growers of it some additional encouragement, 
which will enable them to enter into fair compe- 
tition, inour own market, with the foreign article? 
If you will do so, in a very little time hemp will 
be produced in such abundance, that the price, 
instead of being increased, will be diminished. It 
will soon be prepared for use as well as the Rus- 
sian hemp. I have no wish to prohibit the im- 
portation of that article; all I desire is to seea 
fair competition established in our own market 
between that of foreign and of domestic growth. 
May not the agriculturists of the West say, with 
justice, to the cotton growers of the South, and 
manufacturers of the East, who have both been 
protected by the fostering care of the Govern- 
ment—we are your best customers ; we consume 
immense quantities of your goods ; why will you, 
then, go to Russia for your hemp, instead of pur- 
chasing it from us? Why will you be dependent 
upon a foreign nation for an article absolutely 
necessary to the existence of your Navy, when 

our own country can afford it in abundance? 
hether the additional duty proposed in the pres- 
ent bill be too high or not, I will not say, until I 
have received further information on the sub- 


ject. 


But, Mr. Chairman, after we shall have done 
all this, a large and most important portion of 
your Union will have been comparatively ne- 
glected. What have you done for those States 
whose staple commodity is grain? The island 
of Great Britain, which supplies you with im- 
mense quantities of her manufactures, will not 
receive in exchange a single bushel of our grain 
or a barrel of our flour. Their ports are en- 
tirely closed against our breadstuffs, because it is 
their policy to give their own agriculturists ex- 
clusive possession of the home market. In adopt- 
ing any measure for the collection of additional 
revenue, you should not forget the grain-growing 
States. It is my intention, therefore, to propose, 
as an amendment to this bill, that an additional 
duty of ten cents per gallon be imposed upon for- 
eign spirits. This would operate directly in favor 
of the farmer, by increasing the price of the 
grain out of which whiskey is made; and the 
moral consequences which would flow from en- 
hancing the price of that article, would be quite 
as favorable as those which are political. As I 
intend, when I shall offer the amendment, to pre- 
sent my views upon it somewhat in detail, I shall 
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not now trouble the Committee further upon this | to lie on the table one day being dispensed with, 


subject. 
pon the whole, then, I consider the 


measure as one of great importance to the best | 
interests of this country. It is a bill, as much, if | 
not more for the encouragement of agriculture | 
than of manufactures. I have the interests of | 
agriculture at heart. If J could, for a single mo- 
ment, believe, in the language of the gentleman | 
from Georgia, (Mr. Tarrnatt,) that this bill 
would compel the agricultural to bow down be- | 
fore the manufacturing interest, which he has fig- | 
uratively called the golden calf, I should consider 
myself a traitor to my country in giving it any 
support. Believing, however, as I do, that it is a 
measure fraught with good to all, and doing in- 
jury to none, | trust that the gentlemen who have 
shown so much hostility to it will withdraw their 
opposition, and assist us in perfecting its details. | 
It may then be made equally advantageous to the | 
East, and to the West, and to the North, and to 
the South. 

When Mr. Bucnanan had concluded— | 

On motion of Mr. Curuzert, the Committee | 
then rose. [This gentleman has the floor for to- 
morrow. |] 





| 
Sarurpay, February 8. 


Mr. Watwortn, by leave of the House, pre- | 
sented a number of resolutions entered into at a | 
meeting of the citizens of Essex county, in the | 
State of New York, in favor of the encourage- | 
ment of domestic manufactures; which resolu- | 
tions were committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to which is 
committed the bill for the more effectual protec- 
tion and encouragement of certain domestic man- 
ufactures. 

Mr. Kenr, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, to which was referred the bill from | 
the Senate, entitled “An act providing for the | 
accommodation of the circuit court of the United | 
States for Washington county, in the District of | 
Columbia, and for the preservation of the records 
of said court,” reported the same without amend- | 
ment, and it was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. RANKIN moved that the House do come to | 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, at the next session of Congress, the infor- 
mation heretofore required by a resolution of this 
House, in relation to salt springs, lead and copper 


by unanimous consent, the question was taken to 
resent | agree thereto, and passed in the affirmative. 


The engrossed bill to revive and extend the 
time allowed for the redemption of lands sold for 
direct tax, in certain cases, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

After a slight alteration in the title of the bill, 
the object of which went only to strike out the 
words “revive and ”—the bill was sent to the Se- 
nate for its concurrence. 

The SpeaKER communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying it with 
a statement in relation to the outstanding custom- 
house bonds, bonds taken for duties on merchan- 
dise and debentures issued for drawback, net 
amount of revenue on merchandise and tonnage, 
&c., and a statement of the whole amount of the 
unexpended balance of the sinking fund, distin- 
guishing each year since 1817, all collated within 
specified periods ; which letter was read, and with 


| the statements, ordered to lie on the table. 


VIRGINIA MILITIA FINES. 
On motion of Mr. McCoy, the House took up 


| the bill, vesting in the State of Virginia the right 
| of the United States, to all fines assessed for the 


non-performance of militia duty, during the late 
war with Great Britain, within said State. 

Mr. McCoy, presuming that there would be no 
objection to the bill, moved that it be ordered to 
its third reading. 

Mr. Cannon opposed the third reading, under 
the conviction that, if legislation on this matter 
were at all necessary, it would be the duty of 
Congress to establish a general law on the subject 
of militia fines. If these fines were to be surren- 
dered to any State, they ought to be surrendered 
to all the States. Mr. C. then moved to commit 
the bill to a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. McCoy replied to Mr. Cannon, stating the 
reasons why it was necessary this bill should pass ; 
and Mr. Cannon’s motion was negatived. 

Mr. Laturop moved to amend the bill by a 
slight modification, not materially affecting the 
main object of the bill—When, the question re- 
curred on engrossment, and was decided in the 
affirmative. 


ACCOUNTS OF D. D. TOMPKINS. 
Mr. Eustis, from the committee appointed to 


| inquire whether any legislative provision is neces- 


sary for the final adjustment of the accounts of 
Daniel D. Tompkins, made a report thereon, ac- 
companied by a bill to provide for the settlement 





mines, accompanied by such other information as he 
may be in possession of, or obtain, as to the probable 
value of each of them, and of the reservations attached 
to each; of the extent to which they have been 
worked, or are susceptible of being worked; the ad- 
vantages and proximity of each to navigable waters ; 
the origin, nature, and extent, of any claims made to 
any of them by individuals or companies ; together 
with any other information deemed important by him, 
in relation to such salt springs, lead and copper 
mines. 

The rule requiring resolutions of this character 





of the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, late Go- 
vernor of the State of New York; which bill 
was read twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee appointed to inquire whether any 

legislative provision is necessary for the final adjust- 
ment of the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, Esq., 
| beg leave to submit the following report: 

The Vice President of the United States has sev- 
| eral demands against the Government, a part of which 
are opposed, not because they are unjust, but because 
they are not considered as coming within the rules of 
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office, and can only be allowed when a law shall pass, | the Union. 


ee, 


On the 15th of September, 1814, a lette; 


authorizing the departments to admit and settle them. | was addressed to him, by the acting Secretary o; 


These demands may be classed under the following 
heads: 

Ist. Interest on sums of money advanced by him to 
the use of the United States, from the dates of the ad- 
vances to the time of reimbursement. 

2d. Reasonable commissions for disbursing $1,982,- 
000, under the orders of Government, in the course 
of the late war, more than two-thirds of which was 
procured by himself from individuals, and various cor- 
porations, under pledges of personal responsibility to 
make good the payment. 

3d. Indemnity for losses incurred by the frauds and 
failures of sub-agents, to whom money has been ad- 
vanced through his hands; and 

4th. Reparation for losses actually sustained in con- 
sequence of any failure on the part of Government to 
fulfil its engagements to send money, and advance 
Treasury notes to him, to be deposited in banks, as 
pledges for the repayment of loans, taken by him at 
the request of the Government for the use of the 
Treasury. 

To understand these claims, and form a just opinion 
of their merits, it will be proper to recollect that the 
claimant was Governor of the State of New York, 
from the year 1807 until the 28th of February, 1817, 
when he resigned that office to fill the one which he 
now holds. That war was declared between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain on the 18th June, 1812; 
that the frontier of New York was sometimes inva- 
ded, and constantly threatened, from the commence- 
ment of hostilities to the end of the war; that large 
detachments of militia from that State were called out 
upon requisitions of the General Government, from 
time to time, from the Spring of 1812 until the peace 
of 1815; that the system established to supply and 
pay the militia was imperfect and inadequate to the 
emergency, and that, consequently, the Governor of 
New York, in addition to the novel and arduous du- 
ties devolving on his station, was compelled to execute 
extraordinary and perplexing services, belonging, prop- 
erly, to subordinate officers and agents. 

The committee find, from the exhibits, as admitted 
on each side, that the Governor did disburse $1,982,- 
000 for the Government, in the course of the late war, 
for which he was held responsible, and required to 
account at various bureaus of the Treasury and War 
Departments. If the items of this aggregate sum had 
been passed, as they should have been, directly from 
the War Department into the hands of proper dis- 
bursing officers, the suspended vouchers, and rejected 
claims, would have been adjusted by such officers in 
the usual manner, and the frauds and accidental losses 
must heve fallen on the Treasury, as, in fact, they 
did in every other case, save that of the present claim- 
ant. In all other instances the contractors, quarter- 
masters, paymasters, and public agents, accounted di- 
rectly with the departments, and the Treasury had to 
lose what they failed to vouch for, or make good. In 
this case, and this alone, the Government held the 
civil and military chief of a State responsible for sums 

of money which were passed through his hands into 
those of disbursing agents, a part of whom were act- 
ing, not for him or his State, but for the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the nation. 








War, now President of the United States, in which 
he says: “‘ General Macomb, at Plattsburg, is in dan. 
ger, from a superior force marching against him, anj 
General Brown is alike exposed to imminent danger. 
It is in the power of your State to make an exertion 
that will not only save those armies, but crush the 
British force employed against them. May I entrea; 
you to call out such a force in each quarter imme. 
diately, and hurry it to the scene of action. I do no} 
go into any detail, because you are too well acquainted 
with all the circumstances meriting attention to re. 
quire it. General Izard is marching to the aid of 
General Brown, but, as he takes Sackett’s Harbor jp 
his route, and depends on a conveyance thence by 
water, by Commodore Chauncey’s flotilla, there js 
much uncertainty in his movement. I wish your 
measures to be taken independently of all calculation 
on him, since the expenses attending them count as 
nothing, compared with the salvation of Brown’s ar. 
my, and of the post of Sackett’s Harbor, which must 
also claim your attention. It is the object of the ene. 
my to overwhelm us this campaign; and I have satis. 
factory reason to believe, that they indulge the pre- 
sumptuous hope of penetrating from the Lakes by 
Albany, to the city of New York. A vigorous and 
manly exertion is therefore particularly necessary on 
your part.” 

This letter calls for services of no ordinary charac. 
ter ; the magnitude of which will not be diminished 
by recollections of the time. The condition of the 
Treasury, the disasters of the year, the hostile array 
upon our borders of veteran legions, fresh from fields 
of victory in Europe, united to deepen the solicitude 
and darken the prospect of the moment. At such a 
crisis was the Governor called upon to take the field 
in force, and check the adverse tide of war. ‘The 
Treasury was acknowledged to be unable to furnish 
the necessary funds. The Governor was requested to 
call out an army that should “crush the enemy,” and 
was obliged to raise the necessary funds, and to exe- 
cute the service. He found the means of doing both, 
and from that time to this, he has been struggling 
with embarrassments, produced by his engagements 
and responsibilities for the public. 

The committee is satisfied, that he made advances 
to the Government ; that he borrowed about $1,382,- 
827, from various corporations, to aid the National 
Treasury and promote the public service. That those 
loans were procured by him, at the earnest entreaties 
of the President, and the acting Secretary of War. 
That to aid him in procuring loans immediately, the 
Government promised to send him Treasury notes in 
thirty or forty days, which he was directed to pledge 
at ‘$110,000 for $100,000 ; that, between the Ist of 
December, 1814, and the 17th of January, 1815, he 

| found means to borrow $1,098,500, (part of the fore- 
| going sum) from several corporations, including a loan 
of $400,000 from the corporation of the city of New 
York ; for all which it appears that he had to make 
himself personally responsible by contracts; relying, 
on his part, upon the promise of Government to ad- 
vance the Treasury notes, and take up his obligations. 
That a part only of the notes (say $854,000) were 
sent in proper time to relieve him. That the city 


In the year 1814, the Governor was intrusted with | corporation pressed him for the promised deposite, 
the command of the military district No. 3, including | and for repayment, and that he was held up as a de- 


the State of New York, and other contiguous parts of | faulter. 


That the failure of Government put it out 
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of his power to sustain his credit inthe banks for such} 4th. That he ought not to be held responsible for 

jarge sums. That his previous attention to public| losses incurred by any frauds or failures of sub- 

affairs had compelled him to neglect his own; and | agents, to whom moneys were advanced through his 

that the heavy pressure of those loans produced a de- | hands. 

rangement in his private concerns, which brought upon | With this view of the subject, a bill, accompanying 

him, a8 ¥ ven an actual and specific loss of sixty | this report, is respectfully submitted. 

sand dollars. 

inthe peculiar and complicated duties which were | JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES OF PEACE, D.C. 

devolved upon the Governor as civil and military chief} On motion of Mr. Kent, the House took up the 

of the State and district referred to, and the special | bill to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the 

circumstances under which he was called upon to! peace within the District of Columbia. 

raise and disburse funds for the Federal Government, | Several amendments were incorporated in the 

entitled him to expect an exact and prompt perform- | },j]) in the discussion of the propriety of which, 

ance of its promises, and a speedy reimbursement to | and on other points affecting its principles, Messrs. 

relieve him from his embarrassments. Neate, Wricut, Woopson, Taytor, and Net- 

It is admitted, that public moneys sent to him, or SON, of Maryland, participated. 

raised by him, have been faithfully applied to the| Finally, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 

public service or kept in deposite in banks, or with | for a third reading on Monday. 

public agents, ready to be used at any moment. That| [The bill, as ordered to be engrossed for a third 

he served his country faithfully and effectually, is | reading, gives to justices of the peace jurisdiction 

known to all. That he ran imminent risks to serve | (ver ali vases in which the debt and damages do 

it, is beyond « doubt. That the Treasury failed to| + exceed the sum of fifty dollars. Judgments 

fulfil its engagement with him, is no less certain, and ee salad att y ty d f 3 

it is manifest that no citizen could sustain himself | M@Y D& supersede wine SEY AS eee 
dition of the same, which supersedeas shall stay 


without loss against the heavy pressure of such large : : : 
sums. That he foresaw the perils which afterwards | ©Xecution for six months thereafter. Justices are 


assailed him, is proven by the honorable Rufus King, | t© keep dockets; on penalty, failing to do so, of 
who conversed with him in the autumn of 1814, about | being made liable for the amount of any debts 
«the condition of the public Treasury ; the unprotect- | prosecuted against them, the recovery of which is 
ed state of the city of New York, and the inability of | prevented by the omission to keep a docket. On the 
the General Government to protect it; and urged, | resignation or death of any justice, his docket is 
from the peculiar situation in which Providence had | to be handed over to the clerk of the court. The 
placed him, that it was his solemn duty to make great | judges of the circuit court shall not hold original 
exertions, and to assume great responsibilities. That plea in the said court, of any debt or damage in 
the State in a great measure looked to him for its pro- | cases within the jurisdiction given to justices of 
tection, and that he must call out the militia, and find | the peace by this act, which shall not exceed fifty 
resources to pay them. That the Governor had stat- dollars, exclusive of costs. Appeals may be made 
ed, in reply, that he was already committed very | to the circuit court from the judgment of any jus- 
deeply, and that if he should go farther in pecuniary | tice of the peace, in any case not exceeding five 
Soe die: one. pabmvale weed "8 eier ts qo | dollars. The constables are to levy executions on 
* ’ . —' 7 
his duty, and if ruin was the consequence, to consent Seta eee dan tatael ae 
, pre- 
to endure it, and look to the honor and gratitude of viously to which they shall bond in two thousand 


i try.’ He did so—he performed all that was ! A 
sciieds Gb more Si aia " ecotniaed or expected | dollars each for the due performance of their duties. 


from him. This is known alike tothe committee and |In cases where the sum in litigation exceeds 
the country, and is recorded in the annals of the day. | twenty dollars, either party may demand trial by 
Your committee must repeat, that the Governor fore- | Jury; and the constable shall summon a jury of 
saw the hazard he was running, that he took that| twelve persons by whom the case shall be tried. 
hazard, fearlessly and generously, as became a patriot, | These are the essential features of the bill.] 
trusting to the honor and justice of his country. 


ES 


Onan examination and consideration of the accounts THE NEW TARIFF BILL. 
and claims, with all the attending circumstances, it ap- The House then again resol ved itesifiston Cleus- 
PO. TERE CORRENEF | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on 


lst. That it is no more than an act of justice to | the unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill 
allow interest on all moneys advanced by Mr. Tomp- | for the more effectual protection of domestic man- 
kins, on account of the public, from the time of his| yfactures, Mr. ToMLINsoN in the chair—a motion 
—z such advances, to the time of his being reim-| +4 strike from the bill the enacting clause still 
ursed. : : : 

' ; ending before the Committee. 

i cane wale bei ot and equ eee | : Mr. Curuperr having yesterday obtained the 
reasonable commission on all moneys disbursed by floor for to-day occupied it in a speech against 
-day, | ¢ 
nea te Scomadian indemnified for losses sus- the bill, upwards of an hour in length. 

Mr. Woopson observed, that no portion of the 


tained by him, in consequence of any failure on the ata } 
part of Government to fulfil its engagements, to send zealous and eloquent address of the gentleman 


him money and Treasury notes, within the time spe- from Georgia had produced on him, at least, a 
cified, to be deposited in certain banks, as collateral | more powerful effect than the lively description of 
security for loans procured by him, at the request and | that high degree of sensibility experienced in ris- 
on the account of Government. jng to discuss this question. 
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He assured that gentleman they were peculiarly 
applicable to the humble advocate of the measure, 
who presumes to follow him in debate, greatly 
augmented by a consciousness of his incapacity to 
meet a combination of extraordinary talent, dis- 

layed with all the characteristic ardor of the 
Eouth—the cool, minute, and calculating perspi- 
cuity of the North. He occupied what might be 
termed a temperate zone, and, although he utterly 
despaired of the infusion of those vivifying ingredi- 
ents—heat and light—which animate and pro- 
duce conviction on the mind, and present truth in 
her most pleasing and brilliant attire, yet the known 
and respected sentiments of a magnanimous peo- 
ple, by whose partiality he had been honored with 
the high and distinguished privilege of represent- 
ing them in the councils of the nation, imposed on 
him, as he conceived, a sacred duty to exert his 
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junction with some of those master spirits alluded 
to who stand high in the confidence of the nation, 
Yes, Mr. Chairman, this measure is recommended 
to us, I sincerely believe, by the voice of a decided 
majority of the people, which, in a representative 
| — ought to be regarded as the “ voice of 
| God. 
| In addition to this most weighty of all consid. 
| erations, I invite bye attention to the language of 
'our distinguished Chief Magistrate, elevated tj 
| the most enviable and exalted station on earth, by 
_ the free and unbiassed suffrages of millions of his 
countrymen, with a due sense of gratitude for his 
public services, and a just confidence in his yjr- 
‘tues, his patriotism, and experience. In the de- 
| liberate discharge of the sacred duties attached to 
"his office, he says: 
| «From the best information that I have been able 


feeble powers to promote, if possible, a system of | to obtain, it appears that our manufactures, though 


policy most intimately connected with, if not in- 
dispensable to the prosperity and glory of our com- 
mon country. 

In discharging this duty he knew he required, 
and would experience, the consoling sympathy 
and indulgence of the Committee. 

The most persevering and determined er ee 
to the proposed tariff, enforced by the acknowl- 
edged fire and talent of its opponents, was fully 
anticipated, but the mode of their attack could 
not have been foreseen. 

It was imagined that, on a subject of national 
policy, presented to the consideration of sage le- 

islators, the effort would be to convince the un- 
Jeniniding, and lead us to the temple of truth, by 

aths illuminated by reason and experience. But, 
instead of those calm, safe, and captivating con- 
ductors, the citadel of public opinion is to be 
taken, it would seem, by storm. All the contend- 
ing and angry passions of the human heart are 
enlisted for the desperate onset, and embodied into 
a forlorn hope, amidst whose tumult, the still voice 
of reason is but faintly discerned. 

It has been represented as a monster, armed at 
all points with the most deadly and destructive 
Weapons, and ready with uplifted arms to plunge 
them into the very vitals of our Republic, a kind 
of talismanic wand, which, by a single motion, 
will sweep our commerce from the ocean, pros- 
trate the elevated pride, the national feeling of our 
= Navy; kindle into a consuming flame our 

tate and sectional prejudices; produce injustice, 
oppression, tyranny, resistance, and finally, a dis- 
solution of our Government. Was there justness 
in this hideous picture, what a debt of gratitude 
is due from the Committee on Manufactures to 
the gentleman from Georgia, who, in the whirl- 
wind of his fancy, thought he perceived, and at- 


tributed its production to the incantation of some | 


master spirit without the walls of this House. A 
majority of the committee who reported this bill 


are prepared, by a conscious rectitude of intention, | 


to meet all the responsibility which can be at- 
tached to it. But it would be selfish and unjust 
were they to expect the full and exclusive meas- 


| depressed immediately after the peace, have consider. 
| ably increased, and are still increasing, under the en- 
| couragement given them by the tariff of 1816, and by 
| subsequent laws. Satisfied I am, whatever may be the 
| abstract doctrine in favor of unrestricted commerce, 
| provided all nations would concur in it, and it was not 

liable to be interrupted by war, which has never oc. 
curred, and cannot be expected, that there are other 


| strong reasons applicable to our situation and rela- 
| tions with other countries, which impose on us the ob- 
| ligation to cherish and sustain our manufactures. Sat- 
isfied, however, I likewise am, that the interest of every 
| part of our Union, even of those most benefited by 
| manufactures, requires that this subject should be 
| touched with the greatest caution, and a critical know- 
| teaee of the effect to be produced by the slightest 
| change. On full consideration of the subject in all its 
relations, I am persuaded that a further augmentation 
| may now be made of the duties on certain foreign ar- 
| ticles, in favor of our own, and without affecting in- 
| juriously any other interest.” 
| Itis highly gratifying, also, to be enabled to cite 
another authority, the respectability and weight 
of which, it appears to me, ought at least to qual- 
ify the venom and asperity of the South—a most 
distinguished citizen from their immediate section 
of the Union, to whose superintendence has been 
committed its fiscal concerns. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, taking a luminous view of the sub- 
| ject, and detailing the receipts and expenditures 
of the Treasury, observes, in his annual report: 


To provide for the estimated deficit of the years 1825 
and 1826, as well as to meet any extraordinary de- 
mands upon the Treasury, which unforeseen exigencies 
may require, it is believed to be expedient that the 
revenue should be increased. This may be conveni- 
ently effected by a judicious revision of the tariff, 
which, while it will not prove onerous to the consumer, 
will simplify the labors of the officers of the revenue. 
At present, articles composed of wool, cotton, flax, and 
hemp, pay different rates of duty. Difficulties fre- 
quently occur, in determining the duties to which 
such articles are subject. The provision in the tariff 
that the duty upon articles composed of various ma- 
terials shall be regulated by the material of chief value 
| of which it is composed, is productive of frequent em- 

barrassment and much inconvenience. It is, there- 








ure of approbation, which they believe will here- | fore, respectfully submitted, that all articles composed 
after be awarded, not to them alone, but in con- | of wool, cotton, flax, hemp, or silk, or of which any of 
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those materials is a component part, be subject to a | the agricultural and manufacturing portion of our 
duty of twenty-five per cent. ad valorem. The duties | citizens, would diffuse the comforts and blessings 
upon glass and paper, upon iron and lead, and upon | of life, enhance the general prosperity, augment 
all articles composed of ‘the two latter materials, may | our capacity to consume, and produce a corres- 
also be increased with a view to the augmentation of | nonding demand, not only for the surplus produc- 
the revenue. In all these cases, except articles com- | tions of our own, but foreign countries. 

sed of silk, it is probable that the effect of the pro-| "The reality, however, of these fond and pleas- 

augmentation of duties will gradually lead to an | ing prospects is denied, and represented as the 

ample supply of those articles from our domestic man- | « chimerical dreams” of a wild and disordered 

factures. It is, however, presumed, that the revenue ao ad as 4 : 
ula ; fancy. This difference of opinion, our respective 
will continue tobe augmented by the proposed altera- | 1,1; are intended to reconcile. Splendid theo- 
tions in the tariff, until the public debt shall have been | ~. litical : b P lied . 
redeemed ; after which the public expenditure, in time pes dien aoe _ adie: SEIS: SO Leen ee 
of peace, will be diminished to the extent of the sink- | COM*NCUDE US y eee hich of th 
ing fund, which is at present $10,000,000. But, if,| ut the rea’ question Is, not w a o i oe 
contrary to present anticipations, the proposed aug- | considered in the abstract, is most just, but whether 
mentation of duties should, before the public debt be | We, aS an independent nation, with a full know- 
redeemed, produce a diminution of the revenue arising ledge of the practice, the actual condition and 
from the importation of those articles, a corresponding, regulations of foreign governments, will adopt the 
if not a greater augmentation, may be confidently ex- | principle of free trade and unrestricted commerce, 
pected upon other articles imported into the United | or adhere to, and gradually extend in self-defence, 
States. This supposition rests upon the two-fold con- | the discriminating and restrictive policy hitherto 
vietion, that foreign articles, nearly equal to the value | successfully pursued, not only by our own, but 
of the domestic exports, will be imported and consumed, | every other civilized enemas Power in the 
and that the substitution of particular classes of do- | worjq? 
mestic articles for those of foreign nations, not only | There are remarkable facts, Mr. Chairman, 
does not necessarily diminish the value of domestic | relative to this subject, which, of themselves, with 
exports, but usually tends to increase that value. | practical men, seem to me sufficient to prostrate 

Thus it is, the subject is presented to us, and | the most celebrated and brilliant theories. Those 
sustained, in truth, by the master spirits of the | are lessons drawn from the only unerring sources 
land. Are gentlemen indisposed to bow to the | of wisdom—the experience of mankind. England 
will of the people? Iimagine not; they know too | has been dazzled, and amused, and flattered, per- 
well their power. But they controvert the exist- | haps in some respects edified, by the extraordinary 
ence of that will. This is a mere matter of fact, | genius of her Smith; France her Say and Tracy, 
which will most certainly be developed, if not | who, according to their respective admirers, rank 
now, hereafter, by the efficient principles of our | highest in the long list of political economists. 
representative system. But,if they will not hearken | We have also Ricardo, Raymond, and a host of 
to what we believe to be, at this time, the voice | others, ali “ honorable” and learned men, display- 
of the people, have they lost that confidence, so | ing their research and varied talent. Their pro- 
justly due to the Mxecutive, or the head of the | ductions have met the public eye, some have 
Treasury Department? Can they possibly mis- | gained their admiration ; indeed, a mighty Power, 
conceive their sentiments, so deliberately formed, | Russia, has been so far misled, by specious doc- 
and solemnly expressed, not as the fleeting ebul- | trines, as recently to have ventured their adoption. 
litions of the moment, but to be preserved, and | No sooner, however, was the desperate effort made, 
handed down to posterity, amidst the sacred ar- | even by the most powerful of modern despots, by 
chives of our Government? Gentlemen who are | Alexander, “the Deliverer,” than ruin and devas- 
the real friends to the Administration, will cer- | tation followed in the train; and, with his usual 
tainly prefer to yield the argument, and pause be- | energy, he speediiy “delivers” himself and his 
fore they display that temerity and determination | empire from ine destructive consequences of his 
of purpose, which would lead them to impute in- | fatal error. In retracing his steps, his reputation 
sincerity to either of those distinguished citizens. | for prudence and forecast demanded, and there 
If so, what is the irresistible conclusion? That | was, in some way, produced, the most able expo- 
there isa concurrence of opinion between the | sition of his motives and reasons for his prompt 
President of the United States and the Secretary to the position occupied by other nations. 

















of the Treasury, that an increase of duty, by a | No other on earth has ever attempted the rash ex- 
judicious revision of the tariff, is not only politic | periment. Thus far shalt thou go, and no further,, 
as regards the general welfare, but essential to the | then appears to be the inevitable fate of theorists 
preservation of our national honor, the redemp- | on this subject. The great source of their error, 
tion of our plighed faith, the payment of our debts. | it appears to me, is, that they have been mere the- 

Those are the avowed and real objects of the | orists, devoted exclusively to literature, with minds 
advocates of this measure. They believe and con- | too sublimated, and refined, and abstracted from 
tend, that the immediate effect will be an increase | the habits and practice of this world, to follow a 
of the revenue, without inflicting the slightest | beaten track. Ambitious, too, to be distinguished 
wound upon any particular section or essential | as the founders of new schools of political econo- 
interest of our country. But, on the contrary, that | my, contemplating man as arrived at that state of 
the gradual (not the “ hot bed’) encouragement | perfection of which his nature is susceptible, and 
and protection which would be afforded by it to | failing to observe, with sufficient accuracy, the 
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different stages of his progress, they assumed their | that system, which was deemed essential, and 
principles, and advise their application, alike to | adopted, from the commencement of our Gover. 
the demi-savage and the civilized; unmindful | ment. The wisdom and policy of which ha; 
that they are in each grade, the creatures of habit | been most ably vindicated in the celebrated repo; 
and of education ; surrounded by their prejudices | of Mr. Hamilton, one of those American lumina. 
and their passions, and a thousand other peculiar | ries, whose talents and literary acquirements, a 
circumstances, that invariably control their ac- | least, remain unquestioned, and have, moreover 
tions; and that no one principle or rule is equally | received the sanction of every other distinguished 
well adapted to each. The happiest test of those | patriot we can boast of. 
principles, indeed, a conclusive evidence of their; And it is to me perfectly astonishing that the 
correctness, would be the general conviction, and | first acts of our Government, passed by the framers 
ractical conversion of mankind into one great | of our Constitution, who, it may be fairly pre- 
amily of brethren; united by the same interest, | sumed, understood, and were not disposed to tran- 
the same feelings, co-operating in the glorious pur- | scend their legitimate powers, should, at this day, 
suit and promotion of their common: happiness. | and on this occasion, for the first time, be consid- 
That this proof will ever be afforded, cannot be | ered as in direct hostility to that sacred instru. 
imagined, even as a fond delusion. _. |ment. Yet, strange as it may appear, it is no 
So long, then, as individuals and communities | less true, that objection has been made, and seri. 
remain distinct and independent, exclusive power, | ously pressed—because, forsooth, the Constitution 
wealth, and honor, will be the objects of ambition; | does not specify a manufacturing committee, o; 
and a sacrifice of principle, reason, and justice, | declare, expressly, you shall have power to pas; 
will be too often made the means of obtaining | laws protecting your domestic industry. To this, 
them. In this sacrifice, we behold, it is true, the | I answer, that the acts of our Government, anj 
imperfections of human nature. The philanthro- | its continued policy, are contemporaneous anj 
ist mourns over the picture, and would rejoice | conclusive constructions, not only of our powers, 
m his capacity to correct it. He even derives a | but ought, in the humble estimation of him who 
consolation from the prospect of doing so, how- | addresses you, to be equally satisfactory as to the 
ever faint. But the practical statesman, whilst | propriety of the measure. A course of policy. 
his feelings, and his hopes, and his efforts, are | thus universally admitted and sanctioned by the 
warmly enlisted in its accomplishment, must ad- | adoption of every civilized nation, must be con- 
mit that his imperious duty requires that he should | sonant to truth, and founded on human nature. 
weigh well the circumstances under which he| What is the basis of this policy? The labor 
acts, and use the utmost caution, lest he should, in | of the country. It is admitted to constitute the 
attempting to extend the efforts of individua!s, or | wealth, strength, and dignity of a nation. This 
his country, weaken the motive, and lessen, per- | is equally apparent, if we contemplate man ina 
haps destroy their efforts—for nations are justly | state of nature, enjoying the first fruits or bless- 
assimilated to individuals—each require stimu- | ings of society, or advanced to the utmost point o! 
lants to action. Power, wealth, honor, public | civilization or refinement. True, in his original 
fame, civil liberty, our country, family, and friends, | state, he has but few wants. His desires are limited 
are certainly the most efficient. The patriot de- | to food, protection from the elements, and the grat- 
votes himself to their acquisition and protection. | ification of his animal propensities. The necessity 
They are dearest to him, and demand at least his | for his exertion is measurably enhanced or dimin- 
first attention. Secure in their enjoyment, the | ished by the adventitious circumstances of his 
sphere of his affections may be enlarged, and em- | birth—the climate or position on this earth, where 
brace the universe. Were our powers as unlim- | his destiny has placed him. But wherever he is 
ited as our philanthropy, we might inquire, What | found, the same universal law of nature, indeed 
shall we do to benefit the world? But, as we | the perpetuity of his species, prompts him mor 
can only legislate for ourselves, charity, a noble | or less forcibly to society ; as the comforts ani 
virtue, is said to begin at home; and we must | enjoyments of life are purchased by privations, 
content ourselves, so far at least as our acts ex- | the transition is eomel: from their possession, t0 
tend, to limit our inquiry to, What is our soundest | the desire and right to appropriate them exclu- 
policy ? sively to our use. The protection of that right 
Have we no national beacons, no American | from violence, leads to the social compact, t 
lights, on this subject? Do not the acts of our | government, to that modification and perfection 
ancestors, and those distinguished sages and pa-| of civil liberty, by which the dearest ties of con- 
triots, who have contributed so largely to our | sanguinity and afiection, all the tender relations 
happiness and elevation as a people, and their | and sympathies of life, are strengthened and re 
wisdom, the result of experience, which deserve | fined, and preserved, as the great moving principle 
and receive our unbounded eulogy and applause | of our most laudable and magnanimous actions 
on other subjects, afford no information on this? | Susceptible of pleasure and of pain, eternal wisdom 
Are we dependent upon foreigners, even for just | has bountifully spread before us the means of grat 
sentiments on political economy? You, Mr. | fying the one, and alleviating the other ; accomp2- 
Chairman, and this committee, will readily re-| nied, however, with the express condition, “ By th: 
spond to these questions—that we are assuming | sweat of thy brow shalt thou live.” This inevi 
new principles. The proposition, distinctly un- | table decree ought not to be considered as detract: 
derstood, is nothing more than an extension of ing from our enjoyments. Idleness is known ‘ 
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be the root of evil. The reverse of the proposi- | produce successfully, however, requires our con- 
tion is equally trae—-that employment is the source | stant attention. 
of happiness or good. Hence the value of labor; You cannot abandon your farm or the loom to 
is felt and perceived with the origin of the human | transport to a distance, and negotiate the ex- 
race—from the foundation of society. Its exist- | change; you may not possess the knowledge or 
ence and prosperity entirely depend upon it. A/| pecuniary means to do it advantageously. A 
certain density and extent of population is requi- | separate and distinct class of the community is 
site to insure the perpetuity and happiness of a | suggested, even by economy itself. The carrier 
overnment or people. And, although it would | intervenes. He must, in his turn, derive his pro- 
be irrelevant to enter into a minute inquiry on that | fit or support from his new employment. As his 
subject, it may with safety be affirmed that an | labor is intended for your benefit, he demands a 
increase of our numbers in the United States | compensation for freight, and commission for ne- 
would add to our strength and dignity. gotiating the exchange. He acquires capital, 
Is the tariff calculated to increase our popula- | consisting not only in the equivalent received 
tion—in other words, will our inducements to | from his employer, but credit, or that confidence 
labor be augmented? To “increase and multi- in his integrity, that he will continue with fidelity 
ply” is a Divine injunction, implanted in our na-| to do that which he has hitherto faithfully per- 
tures, and contained in Holy Writ. Nothing but | formed. Thus situated, he becomes ambitious to 
dire necessity, the artificial wants, and habits of | advance his fortune, and, from the humble carrier 
society, retard its fulfilment. The firmest bonds | of our produce, the mere negotiator of exchange, 
of order, the harmony and delights of civil insti- | he assumes a more commanding attitude; styles 
himself merchant, buys and sells, sometimes, the 


earthly enjoyments,—spring from our domestic | product of your labor, but more frequently, is ex- 


circles. clusively engaged in purchasing and retailing 
The that of foreigners; and in the latter prosecuting 


ople must be rendered happy and con- 
tented an or disaffection to the Government it- 
self may be expected. In the progress of human 
intellect and experience it was seen that a mere 
subsistence Was, in the scale of human happiness, | 
infinitely beneath a comfortable existence. That | 


an unnatural warfare, as I conceive, upon that 
very portion of our citizens to whom he is in- 
debted for his wealth and consequence. To facili- 
tate exchange, a standard of value became neces- 
sary; money, or the precious metals, by the gen- 


the former might be obtained by tilling the earth | 


and exercising the arts in their incipient stages. 
But the latter, including the embellishments of | 
life, required a more minute, improved, and per- | 
fect knowledge of the arts, combined with science ; | 
and that every operation, however simple, was | 
rendered much more powerful and efficient by the 
exclusive attention of those engaged in them. 
Hence the diversity of occupations and pursuits, 
the great divisions of civilized man into agricul- 
turists and manufacturers, or artisans, and those 
devoted to scientific researches. The farmer sup- 
plying the manufacturer with food and raw ma- 


equivalent in articles newly created as it were by 
his skill and ingenuity—each contributing a por- 
tion of their manual labor to him whose head and 
heart is employed in collating and extending the 
knowledge of mankind, and furnishing those rich 
repasts of fancy—the luxuries of the imagination 
—thus effecting the comfortable existence and 


terials—the latter returning him in exchange 


eral assent of man, is resorted to as best adapted 


to that object—an expedient, which may be con- 
sidered as the mighty lever by which the compli- 
cated machinery of our earthly operations is pro- 
pelled—a most powerful agent in effecting good 
or evil. An intercourse with different sections of 


| our own and foreign nations affords a knowledge 


of their varied productions and their wants. Some 
supply the substantials, others the delicacies of 
life. Variety is pleasing, and is, therefore, in de- 
mand. The merchant, from experience, antici- 
pates our propensities, speculates upon our future 
wants, and, by means of capital and credit, sup- 
plies and gratifies them. Whilst contented with 
a moderate profit, and engaged in the purchase 
and disposal of our surplus, and returning that of 
others in exchange, pursuing thus his real busi- 
ness, as a faithful agent, we feel our gratitude, 
and acknowledge he aids in promoting our pros- 
erity. But, so soon as avarice prompts him to 
ink his destiny with foreign establishments, to 


prosperity of every class, and evincing most clearly | the destruction of our own, | at least must be par- 


their mutual and necessary dependence. If the 
one refuses to receive of the other the respective 
products of their labor, by what other means are 
they to be obtained ? 

Your neighbor may be supplied with the arti- 
cles you produce. They are perishable, and you 
are anxious to realize their value. You are driven 
to the alternative to witness their destruction, or 
seek a more distant market. The intercourse of 
man is thus extended. They acquire a knowledge 
of their mutual wants and sources of supply, and 
lay the foundation of a more extended or foreign 
commerce, embracing ultimately an interchange 
of the various productions of every clime. 'T'o 


doned, if I do not greet him as the greatest bene- 
factor, the prop of this Government. We have 
hitherto been taught that agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce, were so intimately connec- 
ted, that they must necessarily rise, flourish, and 
decay, together; such is the general sentiment, 
founded on experience; yet it would seem, if gen- 
tlemen are correct in the positions they have 
taken, that this conclusion is erroneous. 
“The full tide of successful experiment ” with 
which our country has been blessed, attended 
with the most peculiar and extraordinary circum- 
stances that ever did, or will, perhaps, to all eter- 
nity, again exist, is the great source of their error 
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on this subject. Our Revolution called into ac- 
tion the finer feelings, and all the energies of the 
human soul, developed its full powers, and exhib- 
ited the brightest examples of self-devotion to the 
general good ; civil liberty was firmly fixed on its 
surest basis, the public will; man rose in all the 
majesty of his nature. Flushed with victory and 
independence, conscious of his strength, secure in 
the enjoyment of his labor, the country abounding 
in soil unlimited almost in extent and fertility, 
each individual invited to appropriate a portion 
of it to his use, and become “lord of the soil ;” 
our citizens embrace with enthusiasm the propi- 
tious moment, and, by their exertions, exhibit a 
population, multiplying and advancing in civili- 
zation to an astonishing degree. 

Agriculture and commerce were destined to 
flourish, and keep pace with our increasing num- 
bers. But they received an additional and un- 
common cane 
the world. It was almost literally in arms. 
War and destruction was the order of the day. 
The struggle was desperate, and of long contin- 
uance. The arts of peace were neglected. The 
ploughshare had been exchanged for the sword. 
Our happy exemption from the calamities of war 
enabled us to become, not only the producers, but 
the carriers of the belligerents. The state of war, 
however, is one of unnatural excitement—it must, 
necessarily, sooner or later, subside. It was pro- 
tracted, but peace was at length restored; the 
warrior engages in the pursuits of civil life, and 
supplies his own wants. We profited by his mis- 
fortunes ; but the reaction was so powerful, as to 
make the period of returning peace, to us, as 
dreadful, as had been the “tug of war” to them. 

America, therefore, under those peculiar cir- 
cumstances, furnishes an exception, only, to the 

eneral rule, and ought never to be cited and re- 
ied on as an unerring precedent, by the experi- 
enced and reflecting solisieinn, except to prove 
the existence of the rule, and its inflexibility, at 
least, to every earthly power, but that of univer- 
sal liberty. 

Mr. Chairman, if there be the semblance of 
truth in the remarks submitted, it must be appa- 
rent that commerce deserves the protection of our 
Government, as the handmaid to agriculture and 
manufactures only, and not the foundation, as gen- 
tlemen assert, of national wealth and prosperity, 
but a mere auxiliary, in the application of our 
industry. 

The fisheries may possibly be considered as an 
exception to this position; but, even in that pur- 
suit, the toil of the fisherman is distinctly sepa- 
rated from the office of the carrier. It also follows 
as a necessary consequence that our internal com- 
merce, or an exchange of our mutual and domes- 
tic labor, is by far the most important. Indeed, 
the materials and sum of national happiness and 
independence must necessarily be composed of 
articles aad labor within the country. The vari- 
ety of soil and climate and their productions 
evince the power, wisdom, and goodness, of their 
Creator, and add to the luxuries of life. But, as 
to the essentials, they are always placed within 


e from the peculiar situation of 
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the immediate neighborhood of man. Employ. 
ment or labor then being the only foundation 2 
a nation’s wealth and greatness, it is the imper;. 
ous duty of those who are the guardians of thos. 
blessings to cherish and protect their source. ()y, 
feelings, our sympathies, are national—they 4), 
common to mankind. Upon them we have hit). 
erto, and I trust will ever act, whilst patriotism 
a virtue. The effects have been most salutary 
Our merchants, our cotton and sugar planters 
from the earliest period of our Government, hay. 
experienced the peculiar favor and protection of 
its laws—no objection was made to their consti. 
tutionality or propriety. Are they now unmind. 
ful of those benefits conferred? Can they possibly 
deny that their prosperity is to be attributed to 
that protection? Can the merchant seriously cop. 
tend that our commerce in its infancy could haye 
competed with that of England without discrip. 
inating and tonnage duties, or that his employ. 
ment and his profits would have been as grea, 
without them; or that his wealth, his influence. 
and his happiness, has not been thereby greatly 
augmented? The same inquiries might be made 
of the cotton grower and the sugar planter. Haye 
not our labors been protected and encouraged, 
even to the exclusion of foreign competition ; and 
does not your unexampled prosperity attest the 
wisdom of the measure? Candor furnishes the 
only reply. If such have been the happy conse. 
quences of the restrictive system, as applied 
commerce and the planter, by what train of rea- 
soning or rule of ae do they now so violently 
oppose its gradual extension, to embrace and pro- 
mote the interest, prosperity, and happiness, of 
the farmer or grain grower, the mechanic, or man- 
ufacturer? Ours is a Government based upon 
the equality of man. Here no distinction oughi 
to exist. Have they not equal rights, and entitled 
to equal privileges? Are they to be forever ne- 
glected, and treated as the “ hewers of wood and 
drawers of water” to the more opulent portion 
of our community ? True policy and justice for- 
bid it; and that justice will be done; it must and 
will be obtained sooner or later. But it is said 
this measure will “sweep our commerce from the 
ocean, and destroy the only source of our rer- 
enue.” How an increase of the very elements 0! 
commerce—the raw materials and manufactured 
articles of a country—is to destroy it, is perfectly 
inexplicable. And if our revenue is derived from 
duties on foreign articles, an augmentation 0! 
those duties would necessarily produce a corte: 
sponding accession to the revenue, if the same 
amount should be consumed. This being sell: 
evident, declamation has been powerfully direciet 
to prove, if possible, that the proposed duties art 
enormous, and that a tightfal digaiantion in out 
imports is to be the consequence. What, how: 
ever, is the fact? An average increase of abot! 
ten per cent. is proposed. Had the zeal and ta 
ent of gentlemen kept pace with it, only ten pe! 
cent. of their inexhaustible store of those fine- 
wrought materials would have been thrown 10 
competition with our truly domestic and home 
spun sentiments on this subject. 
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But is it really to be presumed that those disas- its horrors and privations, had attended her for 
ous effects are immediately to be produced? more than twenty years; she was at length hum- 
Can it be possible that the whole capital employed | bled to the dust, by the most powerful combina- 
in the mercantile pursuits and foreign manufac- | tion of “ rey Allies” that ever existed; her 
turing establishments, are to be diverted from ) martial spirit roken ; the country filled with for- 
their accustomed channels, and dwindle and de- | eign bayonets, imposing the most oppressive exac- 
cay, Of seek for other sources of employment, in | tions—their hundred millions of indemnity. The 
consequence of this measure? Such effects can-| sun of their glory was considered as having set 
not seriously be contemplated. A diminution of | forever. But there, and under those disastrous 
ten per cent. of their extraordinary profits, is the | circumstances, the energies of the nation are 
oly plausible position they can take. We con-| aroused, and directed by a practical statesman, 
tend itis unfounded as relates to our merchants | Chaptal, who, relying on experience, develops the 
and their commerce, and if the effect is produced | great, and only secret of national wealth, by in- 
on foreign capital and their establishments, it is | ducing, yes, compelling the people, by a rigid and 
but justice and reciprocity. What they lose, we unbending system of restriction, to go to work, 
shall gain. It is believed that our citizens possess, | and supply themselves with all the necessaries, 
in every ng oe an equal capacity, a nobleness of | and, indeed, the luxuries of life; in other words, 
spirit, and ardy enterprise, elevated by a con- | he pice acy Paar the labor of the country, 
scious pride of liberty, and the peculiar blessings | and excluded foreign competition. The nation is 
of our Government, which enable them to sur- | renovated, as if by magic ; regains its grandeur, 
mount He difficulty, and compete, successfully, | notwithstanding the temporary blemish on its es- 
with any others upon earth, when placed on equal | cutcheon, and reoccupies its former dignified and 
grounds. Yet, impossibilities ought not to be ex- | imposing attitude, amidst surrounding Powers ; 
pected or required. Is it not right to facilitate | thus exhibiting the immense difference between 
their progress? Shall we compel them to enter | plausible theories and wise practice; indeed, dissi- 
the lists, and contend against that frightful odds | pating the former, like a fleeting mist before a re- 
of capital and skill, so great, so perfected, and | splendent sun. To the practical farmer or the 
matured, by England, for instance, in her manu- | head of a family those effects are far less wonder- 
facturing establishments? Why shall we hesitate | ful, than to your men of books, your authors. 
to afford them that protection which England | They have been taught, by experience, that a 
herself persists in? Shall we, Quixotic like, in| “penny saved” is a “penny gained,” and that 
despite of experience, continue to calculate on a | they never feel so independent, grow rich so fast, 
change in her system, or that of any other great | or are as happy, as when they keep their families 
or ambitious Power on earth? No; they will employed, and manufacture, at least, their neces- 
adhere to them as long as love of country, selfish- | sary clothing, and supply within themselves their 
ness, individual wealth, and power, are the ruling | wants, as far as possible. There is, in this re- 
passions of mankind. spect, between a private family and a Govern- 

Depend upon it, Mr. Chairman, they are not to | ment, a perfect coincidence. 
be induced to relinquish, tamely, the sources of | Our revenue, they contend, is to be lessened and 
their national aggrandizement. To what a pin- | destroyed, and a resort to direct taxation rendered 
nacle of earthly grandeur has not England at-! necessary. In this they are at issue, Mr. Chair- 
tained by her protecting policy! Her influence is| man, as I conceive, with the high authorities 
felt throughout the globe. She waves her trident | cited, the President and the Secretary of the 
overevery sea. She has been represented as fight- | Treasury, the consequences of our former acts, 
ing even for “ her existence;” indeed, falsely styled | our own experience, aud that of mankind. They 


' the “bulwark of our religion,” because of her re-| might, with equai propriety, and with greater 


Bete ae 


eer 


| sistance to a mighty Power, her neighbor; dread- | plausibility, attempt to prove that the revenue of 


ing more its counteracting policy as respected its | England was lessened ; her weight and influence, 


| national industry, the shuttle and the loom, than | her gigantic power, impaired by the manufacturing 
» the military supremacy of France. From it, her | establishments, or that industry and economy is 
' “wooden walls” would forever have protected | the road toruin. Our revenue must ever depend 


her, | upon our ability to consume. 
But the example of a mighty competitor in the _I again appeal to those who have witnessed the 


F arts was, indeed, to them a hideous spectre. But | effects, have lived in the neighborhood of factories, 


> the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Gornam) | particularly in the interior of our country, and 
| has contended that the politicians of Europe have | ask—Do they not create a demand for our surplus 


ries: 2 


become enlightened and convinced by Smith and | produce? Are not our citizens enabled, by the 
Say, and other theorists, that they have hitherto | sale of their raw materials, and breadstuffs, to pro- 


_ erred, and would weeny if they could, abandon | cure, and use in greater abundance, manufactured 
y 


" their systems of monopo 


and restriction. The | articles, the comforts and luxuries of life; to in- 


recent examples of Russia and France, conclu- ; dulge a lovely daughter with a Leghorn bonnet 


oF . . . | + 9 . 
sively prove that this is mere delusion. The lat- | or a Canton crape; or a promising son, In @ suit 


' ter nation affords the most astonishing evidence | of finest cloth; and, occasionally, to mellow and 


| of the inherent resources, the self-creating power | soften down the crudities of life, and heighten 
| of a people, when properly directed. 


\their own and their friends enjoyment, with a 
Arms had been her profession ; war, with all! drop of “old particular?” Do they not also serve 
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as an asylum for, and give employment to—yes, | of our revenue, furnishing the money—the sinew, 


rescue from inevitable destruction, misery, and 
want—thko poorer classes of the community, espe- 
cially the young and dependent females, and in- 
crease their ability to enjoy and consume a far 
reater portion of foreign articles or luxuries? 
uch is the effect. And it is thus the revenue is 
enhanced. 

But the most formidable objection, Mr. Chair- 
man, remains to be considered. It is, that the 
tariff will be partial in its operations, and directly 
hostile to commerce and the interests of the South. 
The formation of our Constitution itself is the 
effect of compromise. But for the noble spirit 
which induced our ancestors to yield a portion of 
their peculiar advantages to the general good, that 
monument of our wisdom would never have been 
erected. Its blessings can only be diffused by the 
exercise and prevalence of similar dispositions in 
our legislation. 

All laws are in some degree partial in their op- 
eration; they ought certainly to be equalized as 
far as possible. Those imposing discriminating 
and tonnage duties are, in name, exclusively con- 
fined to the benefit of commerce, the duties upon 
foreign cottons and sugar, to the planters. Ac- 
cording to the arguments of gentlemen, they are 
calculated to tax “the many for the benefit of the 
few,” by destroying competition, and compelling 
the great mass of farmers, artisans, &c., instead 
of employing those who will “ work cheapest,” or 
purchasing the ‘‘cheapest cotton goods” or sugar, 
to rely on our merchants or our planters for sup- 
plies. Yet, we hear no complaints from them on 
this subject. No dread of monopoly, or repining 
at the prosperity of their brethren of the same 
family. 

All we ask is reciprocity, equal justice. We 
are obliged to use, and do consume immense 
quantities of the foreign articles in which the 
merchant deals, and the cotton and sugar of the 
South. 

If we are compelled, in consequence of protect- 
ing laws in their favor, to pay a higher price for 
them, and do not complain, but feel a pride in 
their prosperity, have we not a right to expect the 
same liberality, the same sacrifices, on their part ? 
Ought they to murmur, if they should pay a similar 
additional price for articles composed of our hemp, 
flax, wool, or iron? The raising of cotton and 
sugar is known to be the most profitable of all 

pursuits. Is it too much, then, to invite them to 
do to others as they have been done by; to mete 
out to us a less measure of protection than they 
have actually received for years, and are now en- 
joying? (The present duty on cotton is three 
cents per pound ; we only propose two and a quarter 
on hiosmecy Or to request that they will abandon 
the stale and a thousand times refuted objection— 
“the taxing of the many for the benefit of the 
few?” And, furthermore, to recollect that the 
merchants and the planters do not compose “ the 
many,” but, comparatively, “the few,” of our citi- 
zens? The merchants, however, are eulogized by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, as being the 
most ardent friends of Government !—the collectors 


i 


of war—and identified, in every respect, with jt, 
existence and prosperity. That they are instry. 
ments in the collection of our revenue, will no; 
be controverted. But, that the consumer actually 
pays and furnishes it, through the merchant, q; 
the instrument only, is so distinctly understood 
as not to require a waste of time to prove, Un. 
less their goods were purchased and paid for, how 
could they discharge their custom-house bonds? 

Would to God that the history of our Reyoly. 
tion and the late war were more barren of fgets 
and sad experience on this branch of the subject : 
that they did not furnish examples of the most 
alarming character of that identity of interest ang 
dependence of our Government upon commerce 
and commercial men. Let me ask, Mr. Chair. 
man, who were the ardent friends and supporters 
of our glorious Revolutionary struggle, and of the 
late war, seceniel to sustain our independence 
and our honor? y whom was the arm of Gov. 
ernment paralyzed? Who so violently opposed 
the embargo, and every restrictive and prepara- 
tory measure, threatening and advising resistance, 
and a dissolution of our Union, if persisted jn? 
And after we had passed the Rubicon, and actually 
declared war, still continued to denounce it as un- 
just, unnatural, and wicked, and used their utmost 
efforts to defeat its successful termination? Yes, 
Mr. Chairman, at the darkest period of our strug- 
gle, when this Capitol was in flames, and its 
smoke threw the deepest gloom over our political 
horizon, and our present Chief Magistrate was 
driven to the necessity of pledging his private re- 
sponsibility, his public character, his all, to obtain 
the means of wiping off that foul stain on our es- 
cutcheon—in whose hands were then the sinews 
of war, the purse-strings of the nation? Were 
they not held with the double grasp of avarice 
and ambition? Were not our citizens dissuaded 
from loaning, even at exorbitant interest, by the 
suggestion, that a succeeding administration would 
not be bound to pay money advanced in such an 
unrighteous cause? What would have been our 
fate, but for the brilliant victory of Orleans, is hid 
from mortal ken. On that glorious day, the valor 
of our arms, the interposition of Heaven, dispelled 
the thick cloud, the sun of liberty burst forth, and 
shone with uncommon splendor. We became te: 
animated, and confidence was restored. No por- 
tion of the preceding observations can possibly 
apply to the real American merchant. They are, 
indeed, identified with the nation and its pros- 
perity. But the facility with which capital is 
transferred, “turned over,” in the language of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, and the induce- 
ments, indeed, the bounty offered by our laws, in 
the shape of credits and drawbacks on importa- 
tions, and their exports, has attracted hither a vast 
amount of foreign capital, foreign agents, theit 
friends, connexions, and secret partners. They 
cannot be expected to feel or act as Americans. 
They would even sacrifice the Government (0 
self aggrandizement, or gladly humble it at the 
footstool of England. 

In this consists the great danger of relying 
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on foreign commerce exclusively for revenue, or 
resorting to loans to supply its deficiencies ; each 
afford an opportunity for the creation of the most 
pernicious moneyed aristocracy, composed of be- 
ings who will entwine themselves around our 
Government, possess its stock, influence its finan- 
ces, and ultimately control its destiny. May we 
long be protected from the embraces of such ar- 
dent friends. But it is stated, that we are at 
peace with all the world ; our citizens in a most 
flourishing condition ; their labor richly compen- 
sated; our commerce yielding an abundant reve- 
nue for all the purposes of Government. And 
they ask, why, under these auspicious circum- 
stances, is this measure now proposed ? Nothing 
js more common or easy than to assume pre-| 
mises, and then, by the aid of zealous declamation, | 
draw conclusions with aeperent triumph. It is | 
true, that we are exempt from the horrors of war, | 
and would enjoy the blessings of peace, was our 
policy like that of other nations. But ours isa 
system calculated alone for the raging storm of 
war, not the sunshine of peace. Gentlemen must 
be reminded that peace pervades also that portion 
of the foreign world with whom we carry on our 
greatest commerce ; remarkably profitable, whilst 
they fight; but in times of peace they supply 
themselves. 

England or France, or the East Indies, the na- 
tions from Whom we obtain our foreign manufac- 
tures and other supplies, will not receive from us | 
our produce in exchange. They, nor either of | 
them, will permit a barrel of our flour, a pound | 
of our meat, or domestic spirits, to enter their , 
dominions. 

They are absolutely prohibited, under the sever- 
est penalties. The articles they manufacture and 
produce, however, are rendered, by habit, neces- 
sary to our comfort. If they will not exchange 
with us, our means of obtaining them must en- 
tirely cease, and we will be compelled to do with- 
out them, and thus curtail our enjoyments. These 
truths are now exhibited. The farmer and manu- 
facturer cannot be said to be in a flourishing condi- 


' ton. The merchant may possibly be exempt from 
their embarrassments. 
' able, if the numerous failures of the farmer and the 
| reduced price of cotton will be received as evi- 


But even this is question- 


dence. As to the situation of our Treasury, gen- 
He 


based on such a source of revenue, and prudently 


_ warns us to provide in time for the certain defal- 


cations of the Treasury. The revenue is certainly 


| sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of our 
| Government. 
_ a debt of near a hundred millions? Are they 


But do gentlemen forget we owe 


unmindful of the dreadful reaction of excessive 
importations; of the distress that follows inevit- 
bly in its train? Has the recollection of our sit- 
uation been effaced by a few short years? If 
not, we say prepare in peace for war; use your 
utmost efforts to arouse the dormant energies of 
our people; encourage and protect, as France has 
lately done, the national industry, and pay off our 


mitted to be against us, and still gentlemen con- 
tend that even this is a blessing! an evidence of 
our prosperity ! 

Could they succeed in establishing this apparent 
contradiction, how wonderful the ingenuity of 
man, to make “ the worse appear the better cause.” 
It may serve as a bone for theorists to chew upon. 
But, it seems to me, the practical man, the farmer, 
understands this subject as well, perhaps better, 
than those who speculate much about it. He 
knows, that when, according to an old saying, he 
is unable to make the buckle and the tongue meet, 
sells less of his produce than he purchases of 
others, the balance of trade, or exchange, is cer- 
tainly against him; and that, if he obtains a 
credit, it operates as an eating moth upon his fu- 
ture labor, exhausting it by interest. His pros- 
perity is fictitious, not real. Mr. Chairman, is it 
necessary for me to call to your recollection, and 
that of this Committee, the scenes of misery and 
ruin exhibited within the last ten years by this 
credit system? The Government has credited 
the importing merchant for his duties. They 
have deluged the land with foreign goods. 

They, in their turn, sell out on credit to the 
young adventurous man, whose head is filled with 
golden dreams; requiring of him, however, secur- 
ity; an aged parent, or respected friend, engages 
with him. He, to avoid approaching difficulties, 
sells also, on a credit, to every unwary applicant. 
He cannot sell, or exchange his produce, and, con- 
sequently, fails to pay. 

He is dunned and pressed, and ultimately sued; 
the work of havoc commences, and takes the great 
circle, involving family, friends, and neighbors, 
and in its dreadful career, you frequently behold 
the honest, industrious, and frugal farmer, the 
hoary-headed father, and mother, deprived of 
their house, and comfortable home, and, in the 
decline of life, thrown friendless, on a cold and 
uncharitable world. This is by no means an ex- 
aggerated picture. In it, gentlemen behold, that 
we balance this trade by human misery, instead 
of blessings. The spirit of our gallant Navy is 
to be humbled by this measure, if its opponents 
are correct. It is impossible to eulogize too much, 
that favorite class of our citizens. They possess 
their country’s gratitude, the soldier’s rich re- 
ward. If I understand their character, the brave 
and jolly tar, who delights to hear the cannon’s 
roar, or buffet the mighty deep, is somewhat differ- 
ent from your counting-house gentleman. If our 
officers have any competitors for fame, does not 
England, the most manufacturing nation in the 
world, furnish them? We have a host of gallant 
captains, inferior to none on earth. But, they 
have also boasted of their Nelson. Their national 
spirit on the ocean is not to be allayed by manu- 
facturing establishments on land. If they increase 
their country’s prosperity, depend upon it, our gal- 
lant seamen will fight more desperately to preserve 
it. Knowledge is generally admitted to add to 
the power, and dignity, and permanency of a 
Government, founded on public virtue. None is 
more efficient, than that of the arts. They em- 


debt. The balance of trade or exchange is ad-| ploy the people, and may, therefore, be considered 
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as the bread or staff of life—a polished education, | laid upon all domestic spirits ; also that such other 
its delicacies, and embellishments. An important | measures may be adopted by the Government, as 
object then, of itself sufficient, would be accom- | shall appear best calculated to promote national 
plished ; an immense additional stock of practical | industry and prosperity.—Referred. 

and useful information. Mr. Ross presented three petitions from inhab. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask, can that nation be con-! itants of the State of Ohio, praying that an ey. 
sidered independent, which is compelled to rely on | pedition may be fitted out by the United State, 
foreigners for their necessary clothing? Abstract | to explore the polar regions, under the conduct of 
reasoning on this subject is rendered useless, by | Captain John Cleves Symmes.—Laid on the 
the woful experience of the late war. What was | table. 
then the situation of your countrymen? Even| Mr. Watworrn laid before the House sundry 
your soldier, sir, who was fighting the battles of |acts of the British Parliament, of the present 
his country, was exposed, in the midst of winter, | Reign, regulating the commercial intercourse of 
to the chilling blasts of our northern frontier,/ the British nation, and their dependencies, with 
without a shoe to cover his bleeding feet, or blan- | foreign countries.—Referred to the Committee on 
ket to protect him from the inclement sky; and | Foreign Relations. 
contending, too, in the most awful situation, with |~ Mr. Wivttams, of North Carolina, from the 
that very nation, and their savage allies, upon | Committee of Claims, made a report on the peti- 
whom our previous policy had compelled us to} tion of James Rees, one of the sureties of Joseph 
rely for ee H. Rees, deceased, accompanied by a bill for his 

leave, myself, seen the sympathetic tear drop | relief; which bill was read twice, and ordered to 
at the mere recital of their sufferings; and, if| be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 
possible, Mr. Chairman, I have witnessed a still} Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
more heart-consoling spectacle, the lovely females | lic Lands, reported a bill amending, and supple. 
of the West, exhibiting, in their tender bosom, | mentary to, the “Act for ascertaining claims and 
the full glow of patriotism, and devotion, exert- | titles to land in the Territory of Florida, and to 
ing all their powers, soliciting, in person, and ob- | provide for the disposal and survey of the public 
taining contributions for their relief. ands in Florida ;” which was read twice, and 

The bright side of this picture is interesting to | committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
humanity. The recurrence of the reverse we vught | state of the Union. 
carefully to guard against. We are peculiarly! Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution, 
blessed with a great variety of soil and climate, | which was read, and laid on the table, one day, 
ae in rich abundance, the raw materials. | under the rule: 

trust the talent and skill of our citizens will be}  Resoived, That the President be requested to inform 
encouraged and protected, in that most profitable | this House whether any prize agents have neglected 
of all employments, their conversion to our use, | to render an account of their agency, and pay over 
and that we shall no longer be doubly taxed to | all money in their hands; if so, who they are; what 
obtain them. sum remains in the hands of each unaccounted for; 

When Mr. W. had concluded— whether any of them are in the employ of the Gov. 

On motion of Mr. Harpin, (who has the floor | ernment ; if so, has their compensation been retained! 
for Monday,) the Committee rose, and the House| Qn motion of Mr. Wittiams, of North Caro- 
adjourned. lina, the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
was directed to procure ten copies of the Reports 
of Committees in the Senate, for the use of mem- 
Monpay, February 10. bers in this House. 

Mr. RankIN presented a memorial of the Gen-| Mr. Mercer offered the following resolution, 
eral Assembly of the State of Mississippi, pray-| which, from its character, would lie one day on 
ing the aid o Congress in support of the Natchez | the table: 
hospital, established in the said city for the recep- Resolved, That the President of the United States 
tion and relief of indigent boatmen, and other | pe requested’ to enter upon and to prosecute, from 
paupers of every description.—Referred to the | time to time, such negotiations with the several mari- 
Committee on Commerce. time Powers of Europe and America, as he may 

Mr. P.umer, of Pennsylvania, presented a pe- | deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the Afti- 
tition of sundry inhabitants of that State, stating, | can slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation, as 
that they have ascertained the practicability of | piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of 
connecting the waters of the Potomac to those of | the civilized world. 
the Ohio river, by means of locks and canals,and| The resolution being read— 
praying that Congress will authorize the appoint-| Mr. M. gave notice that he would, on Monday 
ment of commissioners and engineers to survey | next, move to take it up for consideration. 
and report upon the same.—Referred to the Com-| Engrossed bills, of the following titles, to wit: 
mittee on Roads and Canals. An act to extend the jurisdiction of justices 0! 

Mr. ConpicT presented six memorials of citi-| the peace in the recovery of debts in the District 
zens of the State of New Jersey, praying that | of Columbia; 
the importation of foreign spirituous liquors may| An act vesting in the State of Virginia the 
be prohibited altogether, or the duties thereon in- | right of the United States to all fines assessed for 
creased, and that a proportionate excise may be | non-performance of militia duty, during the late 
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2 
war with Great Britain, within said State; were 
severally rend the third time, and passed. 

The 
Committee of the 
Union— | 

Mr. McLane moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations for the support of Government for 
the year 1823; which was objected to—ayes 58, 
noes 79. 

CRIMES ON THE HIGH SEAS, &c. 


Mr. BucHaNnaNn submitted the following : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire whether there be any, and, if 
any, what, crimes not now punishable by law, to 
which punishments ought to be affixed. 

In offering this resolution, Mr. B. said, it had 
been decided that the courts of the United States 
had no power to punish any act, no matter how 
criminal in its nature, unless Congress have de- 
clared it to be a crime, and annexed a punish- 
ment to its perpetration. Offences at the com- 
mon law, not declared such by acts of Congress, 
are therefore not within the range of the juris- 
diction of the Federal courts. Congress have 
annexed punishments but to a very few crimes, 
and those all of an aggravated nature. 
sequence is, that a great variety of actions, to 
which a high degree of moral guilt is attached, 
and which are punished as crimes at the common 
law, and by every State in the Union, may be 
committed with eer on the high seas, and 
inany place where Congress has exclusive juris- 
diction. To afford an example: An assault and 


hole on the state of the 


battery, with intent to commit murder, may be | 


perpetrated, either on the high seas, or in a fort, 
magazine, arsenal, or dockyard, belonging to the 


United States, and there exists no law to punish | 


such an offence. 


This isa palpable defect in our system, which | 
requires a remedy ; and it is astonishing that none | 
My attention has | 


has ever yet been supplied. 
been called to the subject by a distinguished pro- 
fessional gentleman now in this city. Mr. B. 
said he did not expect that any bill could be ma- 
tured and passed into a law at the present session. 
If, however, the Judiciary Committee would take 
the subject into consideration, and report upon it 
to the House before it rises, it would call public 
attention to it, and insure the passage of a bill at 
an early period of the next Congress. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


NEW TARIFF BILL. 


The Committee then, on motion of Mr. Con- 


pict, of New Jersey, resumed the consideration 
of the bill for the more effectual protection and 


encouragement of domestic manufactures; when 
Mr. Haroin, of Kentucky, rose, and spoke 
against the nee of the bill in a speech of 


an hour and a half in length. 


Mr. Top followed, in a speech of about the 


same length, supporting the items of duty on all 
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Tuespay, February 11. 

Mr. RankIN, from the Committee on the Pub- 
c Lands, to which the subject has been referred, 
reported a bill changing the mode of surveying 
the public lands, on any river, lake, bayou, or 
water course, in the State of Mississippi and Ter- 
| ritory of Arkansas; which was read twice, and 
| committed to the Committee of the whole House 
to which is committed the bill to authorize the 
| State of Indiana to open a canal through the 
| public lands, to connect the navigation of the 
‘rivers Wabash and Miami of Lake Erie. 

| Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to whom the subject has been referred, re- 
| ported a bill to provide for sick and disabled sea- 
|men; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 
| Committee on the Judiciary, to which was re- 
| ferred the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act 
'to divide the State of South Carolina into two 
| judicial districts,’ reported the same, without 
amendment. The said bill was then amended at 
the Clerk’s table, and the amendments ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill read a third time to- 
| morrow. 

Mr. Piumer, from the same committee, to 

| which was also referred the bill from the Senate, 
‘entitled “An act for the relief of Samuel Buel ;” 
| reported the same without amendment, and it was 
ordered that the said bill be read a third time to- 
| morrow. 
Mr. Cook submitted to the House a copy of a 
‘resolution of the General Assembly of the State 
| of illinois, instructing the Senators, and request- 
ing the Representative of that State, in the Con- 
| gress of the United States, “to urge the propriety 
of having the contemplated road of the United 
States, from Wheeling, Virginia, to the Missis- 
sippi river, permanently located and marked, so 
| as to enable the States through which it may pass 
| to have an opportunity of opening and improving 
| the same, provided they may deem it expedient.” 
| The said resolution was laid on the table. 


} On motion of Mr. Herrick, the Committee on 
| Military Aflairs were instructed to consider the 
‘expediency of providing by law for the relief of 
James F. Norris, late a captain in the Army of 
the United States. 
| The resolution of Mr. Cocke, yesterday sub- 
| mitted, calling on the President for information in 
| relation to the moneys in the hands of prize agents, 
| was read, and agreed to. 
| On motion of Mr. HERNANDEZ, the Committee 
;on the Public Lands were instructed to inquire 
|into the expediency of releasing the grantees of 
| certain lands, lying within one thousand five hun- 
' dred yards of the fortifications of the city of Saint 
| Augustine, in the Territory of Florida, and origi- 
| nally reserved for military purposes, from the con- 


the articles in the bill, and maintaining its gene- ditions and restrictions contained in their grants. 
ral principles. | Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution, 
_ The Committee then rose, and the House ad- | which was read, and laid on the table one day, 
journed. | under the rule, viz: 

17th Con. 2d Sess.—30 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a state- 
ment, showing the several classes of expenditures, 
made during the years 1821 and 1822, out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Indian department, so far as the 
same may be susceptible of classification, stating par- 
ticularly the amount of each species of expenditure, to 
whom paid, and when. 

The. Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanied by sun- 
dry statements, containing the information required 
by the resolution, calling on the heads of the sev- 
eral Executive Departments for an account of the 
newspapers, journals, and other periodical publi- 
cations, &c., taken at the said departments, re- 
spectively, on public account, during the last six 
years. The letter and statements were laid on 
the table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a report upon the subject of contracts made 
by the several surveyors general of the public 
lands, for services performed since the first day of 
January, 1819, made in obedience to a resolution 
of this House of the 17th January last.—Laid on 
the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of James Rees, one of the sureties of Joseph 
H. Rees, deceased,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act directing the payment of Georgia militia 
claims, for services rendered during the years 
1792, ’93, and 94;” also a bill, entitled “An act to 
revive and continue in force the seventh section 
of an act, entitled ‘An act supplementary to the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in 
the State of Louisiana,’ approved the 4th May, 
1820, and for other purposes ;” in which bills they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 


THE NEW TARIFF BILL. 


The House then again resumed, in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, the con- 
sideration of the proposed new tariff bill—a mo- 
tion yet — in the Committee to strike from 
the bill the enacting clause. 

Mr. McNetxu, of North Carolina, addressed the 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: The course which I have hith- 
erto pursued, both in the past and present session, 
is a sufficient apology on my part that I will not 
detain you long. At all times diffident, but espe- 
cially on the present occasion, when preceded by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Harpin,) 
who took so strong a hold, in detailing the perni- 
cious effects of the bill; and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Tov,) who entertained us with 
so many cogent and diverting arguments on the 
other side, I shall content myself by submitting a 
few remarks on the general principles of the bill. 
I am well aware, Mr. Chairman, that the patience 
of the Committee is already exhausted in the dis- 
cussion of the subject; I am also convinced, that 
no argument that can be urged, either pro or con, 


SS 
| will have = bearing on its final decision. Ye 
as we are only the Representatives of the people’ 
| “the tenants of the day,” it is due to the nation, 
| to the sovereign people, to know what are the dif. 
| ferent views entertained by gentlemen on thi 
| important and ae subject. The ostep. 
| sible object of the bill, is the protection of domes. 
tic manufactures, by laying additional duties o, 
certain articles imported into the United States. 
and it is said in its favor, that it will increase 
| your revenue; that it will promote both your ag. 
ricultural and commercial interests ; that jt w;]) 
give employment to many of your citizens; that 
it is in = due to the North, as a similar pro- 
tection has been extended to the South. And stil] 
a deeper pretension is made in its favor, that it js 
inseparably connected with the prosperity and in- 
dependence of the nation. These are, Mr. Chair. 
man, important and interesting considerations: 
they are such, I am persuaded, as would meet the 
decided approbation of every gentleman in this 
House ; and could I believe that such would be 
the result, I would feel no hesitation in voting fo: 
the bill, not only in its present shape, but to any 
extent that it might be made, so as to produce 
such desirable effects. But, sir, I do not under- 
stand that train of reasoning, which goes to prove, 
that, to prohibit or partially diminish your impor. 
tations, will increase your exports. Neither do | 
understand the logical inference by which it is 
ascertained, that it will promote your agricultura! 
| interest, to lessen the competition in the market 
in which the farmer may be disposed to sell his 
surplus produce. I had always thought (and yet 
I have no reason to change that opinion) that the 
greater the competition in any market where | 
had produce, secured me higher sales and lower 
purchases. From the course which this discus- 
sion has taken, it appears that gentlemen think 
this nation is too agricultural. Extensive manv- 
facturing establishments are held up to us, as the 
only high road that leads to national wealth and 
honor ; therefore, for the special benefit of the 
farmer, you will tax him, for the protection of 
another class of the community, having different 
pursuits and controlled by different interests. This 
is proving that it will promote my pecuniary in- 
terest to take the money out of my pocket and pul 
it into yours. How far the proposed system will 
promote the commercial interests, I leave to mer- 
chants to say. I had always thought that agri- 
culture and commerce were like the twin sisters 
in the fable, who were so closely united by some 
imperceptible tie, that, when one was sick, the 
other would pine and languish ; and, however fat 
or remote their situation from each other, you 
could always read in the countenance of the one, 
the health or the decline of her absent sister. |! 
| is also strongly urged, that, as protecting duties 
| had been laid to favor the coffee and the sugar o! 
| the South, that justice requires that the same lib- 
erality and protection should be extended to ou! 
manufacturing brethren in the North. To me 
this is a bad argument: from the views I have 
taken, it makes the matter so much the worse, ! 
would gladly see the people protected both against 
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the Southern nabob and the Northern capitalist. | the idea of national independence. I well remem- 
These are sufficiently entrenched behind their} ber, one of the arguments on that occasion was, 
wealth and power, and will no doubt hold their | that our State would furnish an additional article 
ground. Iam decidedly an advocate for domestic | in the interchange between the Northern and 
manufactures, but especially that kind that is or | Southern States; neither have I forgotten the in- 
ought to be made in every farmer’s family, such | expressible gratification that was felt, on examin- 
as is spun, wove, and made, by our wives, sisters, | ing the different specimens of cloth then sent us 
and daughters. | by our infant manufactures. With pride these 

These pursuits, while they invigorate the female | samples were cut up and carried home to show 
constitution, have perhaps no less salutary influ- | our wives and children, as indicative of the pros- 
enceon the mind. The cotton wheel and cards, | perity and independence of the nation, little dream- 
the flax wheel and loom, are important pieces of | ing that our manufacturing brethren would so soon 
furniture in every farmer’s family, and, if properly | wish to tax us. I am proud, Mr. Chairman, in 
used, will effectually defend him, not only from | acknowledging my privileges as a citizen of an 
the importer of European goods, but also from! independent nation, and I hope that I shall ever 
the domestic manufacturer. Sir, so sensible was | be ready to support any measure which will go to 
the State of North Carolina of the importance of | perpetuate that independence; yet I feel no less 
encouraging manufactures, that, on the eve of the | ambitious in being an independent individual of 
late war, when British goods were very high, and | an independent nation, and I hope that I never 
when our own manufacturers were no way con-| shall view with indifference the progress of any 
scientiously scrupulous in availing themselves of | system which will go to abolish the individual in- 
the advantage which such astateof things afforded | dependence of the freemen of this country. This 
them, her General Assembly unanimously entered | nation, sir, has a surer pledge for independence 
into a resolution, recommending that the succeed- | than she will ever derive from the advantage of 
ing Legislature should appear clothed in domestic | manufacturing establishments ; the attachment of 
roduction ; yes, sir, home-spun made in our own | her sons, who pursue the course pointed out b 
amilies. These resolutions, together with the | prudence and industrious enterprise, who plough 
reasons Which led to their adoption, were printed ; her soil, who go not to the capitalist for daily em- 
with thelaws, andcirculated throughout the State; ployment to procure his daily bread, but is the 
the result was glorious ; our ladies were emulous lord of his own manor; who in war are her sol- 
diers, in peace her citizens; these are the safe- 
spun ; our wives were individually ambitious that | guard of the nation, and here is to be found the 
her husband should be known in the garb, and! bulwarks of her independence. Why then tax 
the husband was no less pleased in hearing the| them? I have heard it contended that, in the 
praises of his wife, while the young man equally | event of war, when intercourse with foreign na- 
exulted in exhibiting the claims of his mistress. | tions might cease, that it would be all-important 
The Winter was as cold as usual, yet we experi-| to the nation to have extended manufactories at 
enced no inconvenience. And would to God that | home, which would enable us to clothe and blan- 
we had pursued the course then recommended | ket our soldiers within ourselves. It is granted 
until this day ; how effectually would we have| that this is true; yet, in such a state of things, 





» been protected from the late pressure of the times, | there is no doubt that we should have to pay dear, 
| from that destruction of confidence which pervaded | very dear, for their fabric, while the surplus pro- 
' all ranks of the community, from which neither | duce of the farmer would rot on his hands. The 


tich nor poor was exempted, and which has sunk | pecuniary interest, would, therefore, in such an 
so many respectable and once happy families, from | event, be in favor of the manufacturers. Now let 
ease and plenty, to poverty and ruin. Mr. Chair-| a free agricultural people take this hint. I wish, 
man, I will with pride mention another instance | Mr. Chairman, to be plainly understood. Iam no 
of the liberality of North Carolina, in protecting | enemy of manufactures. I feel a pride in the pro- 


_ domestic manufactures; there is now on the stat-| gress that they have already made, and I feel in- 
» ute book a law, from which I will read you a/ terested in their success; and it is to me a source 


short extract: “Three thousand acres of land, | of real gratification to see them soaring, as it were 


_ ‘most convenient to the different seats, is hereby | on the wings of your eagle, and almost surpassing 


hone for every set of iron works, as a bounty | many of the oldest establishments of Europe. The 


rom the State, to any person or persons who) reflection is consoling. What, sir, has brought us 
‘will build and carry on the same.” to the present happy state of things? It is the 

You will observe, Mr. Chairman, that this pro-| natural consequence resulting from free institu- 
tions and wholesome laws. It results from the 
people, but it is the bounty of the State, and she ex-| genius of that Constitution which holds out to 
tends this bounty further, by exempting these lands, | every man in this community, from the President 
so granted from all taxation. Pardon me, sir, while| to the poorest beggar that impedes your way in 
give you another instance of the liberal views of | the streets of Washington, equal rights, privileges, 
the State, which I have the honor, in part, to rep-| and protection. “But let every tub stand on its 
resent. During the late war she loaned money, | own bottom;” let equal protection be your polar 
Without interest, to individuals who wished to em-| star; let the man who has funds vest them, if he 
ark in manufacturing pursuits. In that day, the | pleases, in manufacturing establishments. Should 
earts of the people of North Carolina swelled at! he prefer agricultural pursuits, let him vest his 
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money in lands, and plough those lands with 
horses, oxen, or mules, as may best suit his fancy 
or judgment. Does he abhor slavery, the free 
States are before him. Should he prefer growing 
coffee, sugar, or cotton, let him go the South, and 
stock his farm with the danssteute of the sable 
sons and daughters of Africa. Should another 
think proper to seek his fortune over the danger- 
ous ocean, let there be no restraint to his wishes. 
Let the choice of your citizens in their pursuits be 
as free as the air they breathe. Remember, Mr. 
Chairman, that a three-fold cord is not easily 
broken. The nation naturally divides itself into 
three different classes; agricultural, commercial, 
and manufacturing. Suffer not one fold of this 
cord to ride on the other; it will weaken the 
whole. 

Control not the flight of your eagle by taxing 
one part of the community for the benefit of the 
other, but let every feather in her wing be the 
rights of man. The example and success of Eng- 
land is urged as an argument in favor of this bill. 
Sir, the reasons that controlled the policy of that 
nation vanish as soon as you point your finger to 
your unimproved lands; and while gentlemen 
were travelling through Holland, Spain, France, 
England, and Russia, for arguments in favor of 
the proposed restrictive system, they could have 
found authority equally as respectable to prove 
that a Republican Government is not best. The 
balance of trade, which the friends of the bill state 
to be against us, is urged as an argument in favor 
of the bill. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has given us a long statement of the exports and 
imports, proving that large sums annually appear 
against us on the balance sheet. But the state- 
ment made by the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, going back for upwards of twenty-five 
years, shows that this is only an apparent, and 
not areal balance. This statement has not been 
contradicted, neither has the able manner in which 
he has explained this point been answered. But, | 
granting, for argument’s sake that the balance is 
against us, it is one of those evils in trade which 


oppressive. But it is unpopular to say any thj 
against the bill. You are charged with being fe 
the “let-us-alone system,” or a radical—names 
which know no other definition than a sneer, The 
“ let-us-alone system ” is a bad one; the Emperor 
of Russia has said so, and so says the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. I thank the Committee fo; 
their indulgence ; I should not now have troubled 
you, but that I look upon the system now proposed 
for your adoption as militating more against the 
interests of the people whom I have the honor of 
representing, than any subject which has been be- 
fore the nation since I have had a seat in this 
House. 

When Mr. McNei.u had concluded— 

Mr. Hami.ton, of South Carolina, followed on 
the same side. 

Mr. Wricut also delivered his sentiments 
against the bill. 

Mr. Montcomery, of Kentucky, said that, hay- 
ing obtained the floor, he would occupy a portion 
of the time of the Committee in presenting his 
views of the subject under discussion. He said it 
was true that his lot had been cast in a land far 
removed from the grand operations of commerce 
and manufactures ; that he had not had opportu- 
nities of acquiring that precise knowledge of the 
minutie, and of the technicalities of those mat- 
ters, which others possess; but that he had taken 
some pains, by reading and reflection, to under- 
stand the operation of general principles, so as to 
form opinions respecting their general results ; and, 
as he was confident that he had not designed to 
deceive himself in the examination which he had 
made, he would certainly act in accordance with 
his own conclusions. 

He then said he would present some of those 
important features of the bill, and, also, some of 
its most important consequences, about which 
there could hardly be any disagreement. On the 


very “ head and front” it purported to be a bill to | 


protect and encourage manufactures ; it proposes 
an increase of duties on various articles, as lead, 
iron, silk, &c.; respecting which he would say 





carries in itself its own remedy, and it will regu-| nothing further at present. The articles which 
late itself. Sir, the adoption of this system car- | had most strongly attracted his notice were wool- 
ries with it the inevitable consequences of internal | len and cotton goods. By the present tariff of 
excise and direct taxes. Take up this restric- | duties, woollen cloths are subject to a duty of 25 
live system, and soon will the farmer see at his| per centum ad valorem upon the price in the 
door some unwelcome visitors; your assessor, | country from whence imported, to which 10 per 
your gauger, and your collector, who, uncon- | centum is to be added if brought from any place 
trolled by etiquette, will not wait an invitation. on this side of the Cape of Good Hope, and 20 per 
There is one class of the population of this coun- | cent. if beyond that place. By the bill under con- 
try with whom I could deeply sympathize on such | sideration, it is proposed to increase the duty to 
an event; I mean the poor man, who, perhaps, | 30 per centum, and to establish a minimum of 8! 
has a tract of land worth one or two hundred dol- | cents per square yard. At this rate of duty, com- 
lars, a wife and four or five children, who are en- | bined with the provision respecting the minimum, 
tirely dependent upon his individual exertions for and the addition of 10 per cent. a square yard o! 
their support, on whose back has never been a! woollen cloth of the value of 24 cents in Europe, 
fine broadcloth coat, and who, by sheer saving | would, upon being imported into the United 
has made out to buy a coarse big coat to shield | States, be subject to a duty of more than 100 pet 
him from the inclemency of the weather when | centum on the European price ; and woollen cloths 
he may go to meeting, and other pursuits insepa- | above the minimum would be subject to a duty 0 
rably connected with agricultural purposes. To more than 33 per centum. Under the present t* 
tax the land of such a man for the protection of | riff of duties, cotton cloths pay a duty of 25 per 
the manufacturer, would be unjust and cruelly 'centum upon the prices in the foreign markets, 
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with an addition of 10 per centum if brought from | he thought it but fair to put down three millions 
a place on this side the Cape of Good Hope, and of dollars for that item. e said he would not at 
20 per cent. if beyond ; and the minimum is fixed | this time make any comment upon the other items 
at 25 cents per square yard; that is, none is to be} in the bill. The bill, he said, upon its very “head 
estimated to be worth less than thatsum. By the| and front” purported to have for its object the 
pill now under discussion, it is proposed to make | protection and encouragement of domestic manu- 
no change, except that the minimum is to be ex- | factures ; and it was quite clear that there must 
tended to 35 cents. Subject to this change, a| be either a loss of revenue, an increase of prices, 
ard of cloth, sold for 10 cents in one of the mar-| or both, in order to effect the purpose of its friends ; 
Fets of Europe, must pay a duty of more than 100 | and the latter, he had no doubt, was the most ef- 
centum. In the rivalship between the im-| fectual to secure the end, and, he had little, if an : 
porting merchant and the American manufactu- | doubt, would be among the first effects of the bill 
rer, in the above-mentioned articles, the manufac- | should it pass into a law. He then said he would 
turer has the advantage of the duties, together | consider this bill in connexion with the title, as 
with the cost of carriage and insurance. It is | asserting that it is wise, that it is expedient to aid 
impossible, said Mr. M., to say how far the pro-| one class or section of the community by giving 
visions just adverted to would operate in excluding | to them a portion of the money or property of 
woollen and cotton cloths from being imported to | another class or section without any return, in 
thiscountry ; but he apprehended they would have | services or otherwise. That this, in effect, is 
a great deal of efficacy in this way. The ene-| what the friends of the bill design, cannot be de- 
mies of the measure charge this against it as a| nied; because their object, as avowed, must fail 
fault; and the friends of the measure cannot but | without such result. Against the enactment of 
admit that it must fail of its end, unless it has the | such a principle, he said, he felt most decidedly 
effect to a considerable extent. He believed a view | hostile. 
of the reports of the Secretary of the Treasury| He said two questions had been discussed; the 
would shed some light upon this matter. From | one involving the power of Congress to pass this 
these, it would be seen that, in the year 1815, the| bill, the other the wisdom or expediency of pass- 
ad valorem duties were over $22,000,000, and the | ing it. Upon the first he would be very brief, as 
specific duties were something over $12,000,000. | he was aware that the friends of the measure 
In 1816, the proportions were about as sixteen mil- | might avoid the imputation of a direct violation 
lions to ten millions. In 1817, the proportions | of the Constitution, by changing the title of the 
were about as eight millions to nine millions, and | bill, so as to make it appear to be a mere revenue 
the specific the greatest. In 1818, the proportions | law. In passing, he would, however, observe, that 
were about as eleven millions to ten millions, and | no direct power to legislate upon the subject of 
the ad valorem the highest. In 1819, the propor- | manufactures could be found in the National Con- 
tions were about as eight millions to nine millions, | stitution ; the word is not in the instrument—it is 
and the specific the greatest. In 1820, the pro-| not among the heads of the specified powers ; nor 
portions were about as six millions to ten millions, | could it be brought within the range of auxiliar 
and the specific the highest ; and in 1821, the pro-| powers, but by a laxity of interpretation whic 
portions were about as seven millions five hun-| would embrace every species of political power 
dred thousand to ten millions five hundred thou-| whatever. But, notwithstanding the charge of 
sand, and the specific the greatest. Thus, the ad | direct violation might be evaded in the way men- 
valorem duties, which, in 1815, constituted a sum | tioned, still the object of the bill is hostile to the 
approaching to two-thirds of the whole amount, | spirit of the instrument. By the last sentence of 
had so sunk in the scale as to be, in latter years, | the fifth article of the amendments it is provided, 
no great deal above one-third. Now, as woollen | in express and strong terms, that “private prop- 
and cotton goods constituted, even in the last | erty shall not be taken for the public use without 
years, a very large proportion of the merchandise | just compensation.” Here is manifested a sacred 
paying ad valorem duties, it is fairly to be inferred | regard for the rights of private property, by the 
that the change in the relative proportions since | people of the United States; it is not to be taken, 
1815 ought to be ascribed to the tariff of 1816,| even for public use, without just compensation. 
now in force; and, as the provisions above stated | But what do the friends of the bill propose? Why, 
ought to be expected to have the same sort of effi- | sir, to take a very large sum, indirectly, to be sure, 
cacy, a further declension in the amount of the| from the agriculturists, the common country me- 
ad valorem duties may be predicted with much | chanics, and the men of professions, and give it 
confidence. This Radeisian he believed, in a|to the owners of large shops for manufacturing 
very few years, would be about three millions of | cotton and woollen cloths. Now, as that which 
dollars, exclusively ascribable to the encourage-| cannot, nor ought not to be done directly, ought 
ment given to the manufactures of woollen and | not to be done indirectly, it seems to follow that 
cotton cloths; and, as the banishment of competi-| this measure ought to be rejected as an inroad 
tion between the manufacturers and the merchants | upon the spirit of the Constitutiog. It is true, 
would still further encourage the former, by ena-| that the friends of this policy allege that it is to 
bling them to demand and receive higher prices | be highly beneficial to the nation; and it is equally 
on the above mentioned articles from the consu- | true that the allegation may be easily made, upon 
mers, and, as that species of encouragement might | any and every occasion, however absurd. The 
be expected to be in full operation in a few years,} proof of this great national benefit rests upon a 
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string of vague conjectures, whilst the loss of the 
money is certain. He asked, emphatically, whe- 
ther the friends of this bill would dare to take some 
two or three millions out of the public treasury, 
directly, and give it to the manufacturers, upon 
their conjectures about beneficial results? He con- 
cluded they would not. He said the bill was de- 
signed to produce the same effect, in an indirect 


way. 

He said there was another provision in the Na- 
tional Constitution, the spirit of which will be 
violated by the passage of this bill; it is contained 
in the fifth paragraph of the ninth section of the 
first article. It is therein declared, that “no pref- 
erence shall be given by any regulation of com- 
merce or revenue, to the ports of one State over 
those of another.” In this provision the spirit of 
exact and impartial justice, among the various 
sections of our country, is clearly evinced. Now, 
how does the matter stand under the provisions of 
the bill? Why, sir, its friends speak of it as a 
revenue bill; and they cannot pretend to say that 
the southern section of the country can participate 
in what they call its benefits; and they cannot 
but know that they will be subjected to great 
losses under it; yet, partial and unjust as it is, they 
seem determined to pass it, because it will benefit, 
certainly, the manufacturers of some of the middle 
States; and because some of the people in the 
western States guess it will promote the interests 
of manufacturers in that section. He then said 
he would pass to the question of expediency. 

He objected to the bill, that it tends prematurely 
and unnecessarily, through the medium of injus- 
tice, to divert capital and labor from objects more 
advantageous to the American community. He 
said, the history of all the nations of Europe, many 
of those of Asia, and the nature of men and things, 
went clearly to show that there has been a point 
of time in their annals, when the character of 
hunters was predominant; that the next in order 
was the agricultural; after which, the occupation 
of merchants began to be a distinct business; and 
then, in succession, and in due time, manufactur- 
ers upon a large scale, and operators in the fine 
arts. That this is the natural progress of man, 
from a sparse to a dense population, and that no 
positive legislation is requisite to insure it; that 
the principle of population, with the efforts of in- 
dividual interest, will as certainly produce these 
successive divisions of labor, and changes of char- 
acter, as that matter, unsupported, will fall to the 
earth by the operation of gravity. If land is abund- 
ant, and wild game to be found sufficient to feed 
the people, they will be hunters; and it will be 
their interest to be such, because it will be neces- 
sary to rid the country of the wild beasts before 
the rearing of domestic animals could be well con- 
ducted. The occupation of herding, which is the 
next step, although it will support a greater pop- 
ulation than the wild beasts of the forest, is still 
very limited, ¢nd will, by the principle of popula- 
tion, soon be insufficient for the support of the 
people; and their interest will indicate a more 
general resort to tillage; and so, under the pro- 
pelling power of the principle of population, and 
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the stimulus of interest, a community will be car. 
ried on through each successive step of the course. 
Positive legislation would often embarrass and dis. 
tract a people in their progress, and rarely, if ever 
add to their happiness. A people entirely unlet. 
tered, and without the use of the arts, having no, 
intercourse with more polished nations, would be 
very long in passing through the several steps of 
the process ; but a colony from a polished country 
or where the intercourse with polished nations js 
convenient and frequent, the passage may be ex- 
pected to be rapid. 

He then observed, that a survey of the extent 
of our country, the occupations to be found ip it 
and its popesations and a comparison of our terri. 
tory an population with the territory and popu- 
lation of some of the countries of 
shed some light upon this subject. 
parison of the territory and population of the 
American Republic with the territory and popu- 
lation of England and Wales, the proportion will 
be about as four to America, and one hundred and 
seventy to England and Wales. Upon the like 
comparison with the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
the proportion will be about as four to two hun- 
dred and thirty; and upon the like comparison 
with France, it will stand as about four to one 
hundred and eighty. We have a seacoast, which, 
including Florida, is about three thousand miles 
in length, inviting our citizens to partake in the 
bounties of the ocean, and the advantages of com- 
mercial intercourse with the nations of the earth; 
we have a large commercial navigation, and a re- 
spectable Navy; we have a lake border of great 
extent, affording employment to many; we have 
an immense, unexplored, and unfelled forest, af- 
fording occupation or employment to very many 
indeed, in the character of hunters, herdsmen, and 
the most rude form of agriculturists ; and we have 
a vast, but imperfect agriculture, requiring addi- 
tional labor to perfect it, and requiring the aid of 
very many, indeed, in the characters of country 
handicraftsmen and artisans. Can it be true, then, 
that it has become necessary to legislate, in order 
to provide employments for our people? _Is it ne- 
cessary to apply some stimulant for the purpose of 
creating other divisions of labor? Is the condition 
of the Republic already so sickly as to require this 
aid from the political doctors? To these ques- 
tions a negative answer ought to be given. Can 
two hundred and thirty to the square mile subsist 
in the kingdom of the Netherlands, and four be 
hardly pressed in America ? 

The policy of this bill is not only premature and 
unnecessary, but it is grossly unjust. The extent 
of its injustice cannot be ascertained with preci- 
sion, but it will certainly be very considerable. 
From the remarks before made, to show the effects 
of the bill, it may be fairly inferred that it will be 
the cause of a loss of revenue to the Government, 
to the amount of three or four millions of dollars 
per annum, counting from the termination of some 
two or three years. The loss of revenue, merely, 
will not produce the result which is desired. To 
effect this, there must be an increase of prices. 
As the bill, if passed, will exclude all fair compe- 
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tition between the merchants and manufacturers, | want of confidence in the stability of the proposed 
in the articles of woollen and cotton cloths, and | system, may deter them from this course ; but the 
robably some other articles, an increase of prices | temptation is certainly very strong. One nation 


to a large amount, is fairly to be inferred. The 
sum total of the increase will probably amount to 
as much, or nearly as much, as the revenue lost— 
say three million of dollars; and, as the deficit in 
the revenue of three million of dollars must be 
sup lied by some mode of internal taxation, to be 
oad by the tillers, landholders, blacksmiths, car- 
penters, coopers, joiners, &e., the extent of the 
injustice to these may be set down at six million 
of dollars, annually, paid to large capitalists, en- 
gaged in conducting manufactories of woollen and 
cotton cloths, and perhaps a few others. But it 
is fair to admit that the smugglers may take a 
share with the manufacturers in the market; and, 
if so, the increase of prices will not be advanced 
somuch. But, still, the revenue lost must be made 
good; so that the people will, in the latter view, 
pay about five million of dollars to encourage do- 
mestic manufactures, and for the benefit of smug- 
glers. He said he was aware that the application 
of so strong a stimulus would, in the course of 
some twelve or fifteen years, divert so much of 
the capital and labor of the country, from present 
occupations, that more would be manufactured 
than could be consumed in the country. The 
natural results of this state of things will be the 
reduction of prices, and a large surplus unsold; 
and then sauihaations to Congress for bounties, to 
enable our citizens to compete with foreigners, in 
foreign markets. We will be then told that the 
property belongs to the nation; that it will be 
better for the nation to pay a small bounty than to 
lose the property so on hand; and that, by giving 
such extra encouragement, we had produced the 
result, and ought, in good faith, to relieve the 
manufacturers from the difficulty. 

He said, that the next objection which he would 
present, was, that the policy of the bill may, and 
probably would lead, to an injurious use of foreign 
capital. The foreign manufacturing capitalists, 
inmaking sales of the products of their shops, 
must do it with a reference to the state of duties 
to be paid, the expenses of transportation, includ- 
ing insurances, and the profits of the merchants; 
they must, in the general, be content with a small 
per centum upon the capital employed in their 
business ; and they are generally induced to em- 
ploy it at home for a small profit, because of its 
being immediately under their inspection, and be- 
cause they are unwilling to leave their friends and 
relations; but this bill, which, from the remarks 
of many gentlemen, seems to be intended as a 
measure of war against British manufacturing 
capitalists, presents a temptation rather too strong 
to be resisted by them; it will have the double 
effect of embarrassing their operations at home, 
and of inviting them, by premiums of more than 
thirty and one hundred per centum, to come here; 
they will soon discover, that they may remain in 
Britain with their friends, and, by planting their 
shops here, draw from hence, annually, exorbitant 
profits upon their capital. The fear of excessive 
competition, before the lapse of a long time, and 


may use the capital of another, profitably, under 
certain circumstances. This willbe truein relation 
tofa people in their infancy, paying a moderate rate 
of interest; but the payment of thirty and one 
hundred per centum must be greatly detrimental ; 
and too much to be paid under any state of cir- 
cumstances. 

He said, another objection to the policy of this 
bill, is the probable loss of markets for some of our 
staples. Some gentlemen seem to entertain the 
idea that, under the operation of the proposed 
system, there is to be, in a short time, a great 
overflowing of cash in this country; that when 
we export and sell some sixty or seventy millions of 
dollars worth of our products, and bring back little 
else than gold and silver, we will have excellent 
times. This, sir, is mere dreaming, and is a state 
of commerce which the world could carry on with 
us but fora few years. Commerce, sir, is based upon 
mutual advantage; the great items of it consist 
of what can be parted with on each side, not in 
that which the one or the other has not, and con- 
sequently cannot part with ; comparatively small 
quantities of gold and silver are thrown in, to 
strike the balance. How, then, will our com- 
merce stand with the nations of Europe, when we 
refuse to receive in exchange the products of their 
work-shops? The answer is obvious; they can- 
not trade with us ; they must look out for markets 
where they can exchange those things which they 
have, for those things which they stand in need 
of; besides, under such a policy, our commodities 
must compete with those which have been brought 
into market by merchants, making a profit on the 
outward and inward cargoes, whereas, our mer- 
chants would have no chance of profit but on one. 
The result of such a course of commerce, must 
be, sales at excessively low prices, whenever made; 
and the loss of sales to a very considerable extent. 
The British merchant will not go out to Brazil 
and elsewhere, in South America, with a carge 
of woollen and cotton goods, and refuse, while 
there, to take cotton in exchange for his cargo, 
insist upon receiving cash, in order to return by 
a port to the United States, to purchase cotton, 
unless the price in the United States be exces- 
sively low. 

He said, another evil, and one dependent upon 
the last, will be the decline of agricultural indus- 
try. The loss of markets would dispense with the 
necessity of growing the quantity which had be- 
fore been produced, less being required, less would 
be produced. He said, another objection to the 
policy under consideration, will be its tendency to 
the reduction of the number of our sailors. He 
then remarked, that, if all the labor of the people 
might be usefully employed without the creation 
of any new business or occupation—and he had 
hoped that was apparent, from the survey which 
he had taken of the various occupations in the 
country—it would follow as a correct conclusion, 
that the withdrawal of labor from any class might 
be productive of mischief; if our vast agricul- 
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ture is imperfectly none and would require 
more laborers to give it that degree of perfection 
of which it is susceptible, certainly it will become 
more imperfect, by taking fromit a portion of those 
persons who ought to be employed about it. But 
the number of sailors is more directly under the 
influence of this policy, than any other occupation. 
The large work-shops intended to be brought into 
existence, or encouraged, being already in exist- 
ence, will be sited, or are already sited, in the 
country adjacent to the seacoast; the poorer class 
of boys are the materials, out of which sailors are 
to be made, and the same may be said of the hands 
for conducting the machinery of those shops; a 
competition, then, will be raised immediately be- 
tween the navigation of the country and the man- 
ufacturers, in which the latter will prevail; the 
perils of the ocean, the frequent separations of 
parents and children, incident to a sea-faring life, 
will enlist the feelings of parents on the side of 
the manufacturers; and the navigation of the 
country will be greatly paralyzed, if not wholly 
ruined. We may still have ships for commerce, 
and vessels of war; but without sailors they will 
be but lifeless masses. He said, facts already ex- 
isted, which tended in some degree to prove that 
this ruinous competition has been in operation. 
In the year 1806 we exported, of the products of 
the fisheries $3,420,000 worth; in the year 1821, 
the exportations from the same source, amounted 
to only $1,499,000 worth; this declension, he 
much feared, had, in a high degree, resulted from 
the high duties of 1816. This matter demands 
our very serious consideration ; our commodities 
for exportation are extremely bulky, and conse- 
quently require a great tonnage and many sailors ; 
and we have a young navy, encircled in a blaze 
of glory, requiring also a great number. Will it 
be wise to adopt a policy which may prostrate 
our navigation, commerce, and navy? All will 
answer, that it would not; but the friends of this 
measure can give no assurance that such will 
not be its results; and surely the application of 
so strong a stimulant must tend very strongly to 
produce such results. If we have barely enough 
to fill the various employments in the country, 
and the class of sailors will be most probably re- 
duced, and to the greatest extent; the conse- 
quences will probably be the utter ruin of the em- 
ployments dependent upon sailors, together with 
our infant navy. 

He said, it was a further ground of objection to 
the policy of this bill, that it will, in its operation, 
be calculated to produce a change in the charac- 
ter of our population, without, in any degree, in- 
creasing the moral or physical energies of the 
nation, or in any degree promoting the increase 
of virtue; but, on the contrary, in all those par- 
ticulars, having the opposite tendency. 

He said he would not stop long to determine 
whether virtuous habits might not be maintained 
in one of those great workshops. He was willing 
to admit it possible, under proper regulations ; but 
he believed the life of a country cultivator, or a 
country mechanic, more favorable to such habits ; 
and, as to mental and bodily energy, the latter 


— 


| mode of life was certainly most favorable. Those 
| reared up in these workshops are certainly ep. 
gaged, except during the few hours allowed fo, 
sleeping, in a few operations, confined within , 
very narrow space, and requiring their unremitteq 
attention ; their limbs are not duly exercised, and 
| they have neither time for receiving impressions 
from external objects, nor for reflection upon such 
as they may chance to see ; and they can have but q 
very limited knowledge of human nature. Hence, 
they become, as it were, appurtenant to their shops. 
and completely dependent upon the capitalist oa 
has employed them. Not so with the man of the 
country; his mind is continually roused into g 
state of activity, by the continual operation of ex. 
ternal objects, forcing him into trains of reflection; 
he walks abroad erect, and intermingles with men: 
he applies himself to various occupations; he js 
not dependent for bread on the whim or caprice 
of any particular individual, or upon finding em- 
ployment in a particular business ; if the axe fails 
him, he can take the saw; if he cannot be em. 
ago to make rails, he can grub; if not to reap, 
e can mow. 

Mr. M. remarked, that he was no enthusiast; 
that he was almost without imagination ; but yet, 
when he read of, or in any way heard, the recital 
of the feats of our hardy and valiant tars upon the 
ocean’s wave; or of che exploits of our terrible 
sharp-shooters of the field and the forest, he felt 
the pleasant glow of national pride ; he was ready 
to cry out, these will be our shields in the hour of 
peril; but, when told of the dexterity of male spin- 
ners and male weavers, he experienced no such 
emotion, and hoped for but little from their pow- 
ers for defence. A transformation of our popula- 
tion must, in some degree, take place, under the 
operation of natural principles; and, when it 
comes to pass, it must be endured. But he could 
see no wisdom in legislating to hasten a period, 
which must of necessity come; and which, when 
it arrives, will bring no addition to our happiness. 

He said he would state, as another and the last 
objection to the policy of this bill, that it tends to 
accumulate too great a portion of wealth in a few 
hands; and, by consequence, to the creation of a 
sort of aristocracy. So large a profit as this bill 
indirectly promises to those who have or may in- 
vest their capitals in the woollen and cotton man- 
ufactures, cannot fail to produce this result, if the 
system is persisted in; unless they are arrested in 
their course by too much competition, or by ex- 
cessive smuggling; neither of which, nor both, as 
he thought, could effect it, except partially. These 
men, then, may be expected to become excessively 
rich, and will have around them hosts of men, 
having no will but that of their employers; men 
dependent upon those money-holders, and not well 
qualified to form opinions of the characters ol 
men. Chance may, to be sure, give this influence 
a salutary direction. It may so happen that in- 
terest may point to the right way; but there 1s 
great danger of its operations being opposed to the 
general weal; and it is fair to view it as an organ- 
ized interest, ready to act with great effect in the 
politics of the community, and willing, whenever 
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jt may, to promote its interest at the expense 
"of the community 


From these knights of the 


spindle and shutt e, he confessed, that he expect- 


‘ed a very close adherence to their own interest ; 


and he believed, from what he had already 
seen, that their power may be very great, and 
much to be feared. Having presented some of 
the many objections to the principles of the bill, 
he said he would proceed next to the considera- 
tion of the arguments which have been relied upon 
as supporting them. — 

He said that the friends of the proposed policy 
assert, that the balance of the account, in our com- 
merce with foreign nations, has been for many 

ears running against us; that we have been year- 
\y exporting specie to make up the balance; and 
that we must resort to this policy to restore the 
balance, and save our specie. The propositions 
here stated are affirmative, and ought to be con- 
vincingly established before they are made the ba- 
sis of legislation ; and of this the advocates of the 
bill are aware, and accordingly have presented 
what they call proofs. Let us hear and examine 
them. The excess ofimportations over exportations, 
as exhibited by the records of the custom-houses, is 
alleged to indicate this unfavorable balance. If 
this be true, the balance has been against us every 
year, from 1790 down to the end of the year 1822; 
and to so large an amount, that it must be impos- 
sible for us to pay them, and ruinous to the nations 
who have extended to us such credits; in a word, 
that they have given to us so much of their labor, 
without any return. The excess of importations 
over exportations does not indicate an unfavorable 
balance; and in truth, per se, indicates nothing 
conclusively, except that there is a difference be- 
tween the amount of exported and imported arti- 
cles, according to the invoices. He said he had 
heard much talk about the commercial balance, 
and great difference of opinion among men appa- 
tently learned; but as, from the discordance of 
their views, he could rest upon none of them, he 
had been induced to examine the matter, with 
considerable attention, himself; and was now tho- 
roughly convinced, that nothing could be more 
equivocal than the excess of importations, as an 
item in a nation’s account; that even learned men 
had put it down on the debtor’s side, when it man- 
ifestly ought to stand on the side of credits. He 
said he would further illustrate what he had ad- 
vanced, by recurring to some statements and re- 
marks in Seybert’s statistical work. Doctor Sey- 
bert states the average amount of exportations for 
the three years, 1802, 1803, and 1804, at $68,481,- 
000 worth, and the average of importations, for 
the same three years, at $75,316,000 worth; sup- 
oses, evidently, that we were chargeable with the 
atter sum; deducts the first from the last, and 
says that there was an apparent balance of $6,- 
835,000 against us. Now, as the years selected 
Were the most prosperous in the annals of our 
commerce, it is quite alarming to be told that, at 
the end of that term, we had sunk nearly $21,- 
000,000. A close scrutiny of this matter will show 
that the doctor was under a small mistake; that, 
instead of an apparent balance against us, there 
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was, to use a lawyer’s phrase, prima facie, a bal- 
ance to near the amount of the excess stated in our 
favor; and of course that the item of excess was 
placed on the wrong side of the account. 

We know, from the records of the custom- 
houses, the amount of commodities exported, and 
their American prices; and we know the Euro- 
pean prices of the articles imported. We may 
know from the same source the proportions of the 
American and foreign tonnage employed in the 
commerce of the three years mentioned. The 
American is believed, and, for the sake of argu- 
ment, will be stated, as constituting nine-tenths 
of the whole. This is all the information which 
the records exhibit ; and what is the rational con- 
clusion from the evidence? It is, that the Ame- 
rican merchants exported nine-tenths of the sixty- 
eight millicxs, with which they purchased and 
paid for nine-tenths of the seventy-five millions. 
In making up the account, then, nine-tenths of 
the excess of the importations are to be placed to 
the credit of the United States, and not debited ; 
and as we have been debited, when we ought to 
have been credited, the nine-tenths must be taken 
from the seventy-five millions, the amount of im- 
portations, and added to the sixty-eight millions. 
The balance in our favor, under this view, will, 
prima facie, appear to be about $11,503,000. This 
will be better illustrated, perhaps, by putting a 
very simple case. Suppose, then, that an Ameri- 
ean merchant, upon his own account, and in his 
own vessel, and with his own sailors, exports 
$40,000 worth of American commodities, and ac- 
tually barters them for $50,000 worth of European 
merchandise, which he imports ; how will the na- 
tion’s account stand in this single transaction? 
Why, aceording to the account of Doctor Sey- 
bert, there will be an apparent balance of $10,000 
against the nation. But, in this case, it is quite 
clear that the excess of the importation over the 
exportation, is gain, as well with respect to the 
individual as the nation; and that if it 1s charged, 
when it ought to have been credited, that error 
can only be corrected by taking the amount from 
the side where it was wrongly placed and adding 
it to the other. To take it ely in the case put, 
would leave $40,000 on each side, when it appears 
clearly that the two sides make $90,000. But he 
said he would admit that the inference which he 
had contended for may be fallacious, and that the 
excess of importations may not indicate truly the 
real state of the account. The commercial trans- 
actions of a country may be conducted ee tee 
by foreigners or with foreign capital, or large 
credits may be taken; in either of which cases 
the prima facie indication would be incorrect ; but 
these are matters to be proved by evidence dehors 
the record. 

But as further matters of evidence, of an unfa- 
vorable balance, it is said, that the rate of ex- 
change with Britain is against us; and that the 
owners of stock have been sending them there to 
be sold for less than they could be sold for here. 
He said he would admit that these are indications 
of an unfavorable balance, at some time not very 
remote, in our account with Britain; but they 
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could not be taken as evidence of an unfavorable | but there are others, which may be said to be pe- 
balance, in the great general account with the | culiar to this country. The first is the infancy of 
world: for the account may stand well with all | the nation: we may be compared toa family just 
others except Britain. He said further, that the | breaking forth from the parental establishment, to 
facts alegre may be true, and yet the account | settle and create new establishments; whilst aj| 
may stand well in the transactions of the last two | the members of a family remain with the parents 
or three years. It will be recollected, that, in the | the same house, with one set of furniture, and one 
year 1808, our exportations were prohibited, and | set of implements of husbandry, suffices for all , 
the books of the custom-houses will show so large | but when the members separate, and set about 
a balance against us in that year as to exclude | establishing themselves upon other farms, each 
the inference of its being the result of the gain of | must, to a certain extent, have the same articles 
the merchants; our account, then, in that year, | possessed by the parents: hence, a great increase 
was deranged, and rendered very unfavorable; | in the expenditures of the same family, or rather 
and it is but reasonable to suppose that the ac- | what had constituted the same family. So, in 
count of several succeeding years was influenced | this infant republic, we have had an immense for- 
by that; that is to say, we were not clear of debt, | est to clear, and families have been reared up and 
and were paying off the old score for several years, apenas and those so separated have reared up 
or in other words, we were obliged to apply the | others, who have separated ; and farming estab- 
proceeds of a present to the discharge of the score | lishments have succeeded each other with a rapid- 
of a past year, and take credit for other purchases, | ity not to be paralleled in any other country or 
and soon. It will also be recollected, that our | age: hence, the necessity of much greater expen- 
importations in 1815 and 1816 were excessive; | ditures, in proportion to numbers, than in long set- 
and so much so that their excess, combined with | tled countries; and by the way it may be remarked, 
other circumstances, prove that they were not the | that the expenditures superinduced, by this state 
result of merchants’ profit, and, consequently, that | of things, to a certain extent, would well justify 
the balance of those years was against us. The | an unfavorable balance, in our commerce with the 
operation of those balances, of course, has been old nations of Europe, because it was a means of 
the same as before mentioned ; and may in truth | rendering our lands more valuable, in a degree 
be the cause of the facts alleged. He could not | beyond calculation. Another cause of a tendency 
infer, from any known facts, that the balance of | to an unfavorable balance, is the approximation to 
the last three years was unfavorable. The excess | equality of pecuniary condition existing in large 
of the imports over the exports, were not more | portions of our country. This state of equality 
than a moderate profit of thé merchants and ship- | produces a sort of rivalry among the members of 
owners. As to the running out of the specie, | the different families in the same neighborhood, 
which seemed so deeply affecting to some gentle- | productive of the expenditure of much money, in 
men, he had only to say that it must have run in | very expensive foreign articles of show and fash- 
before it ran out; and that, notwithstanding this | ion: change the scene; render all poor depen- 
running out of specie has been complained of for | dent tenants, not one daring to think of wearing 
a very long time, we have still vastly more of it | a Leghorn bonnet or using a mahogany table, and 
than in days of yore. a vast saving in the nation’s expenditures may 

But, if it be true, that the balance of our com- | accrue, because the sum necessary to support the 
mercial account is unfavorable, still it would not | one in great splendor will be greatly exceeded by 
follow that the passage of this bill would set it | the sum total expended by the many in the case 
right; he believed, the friends of this policy had | first described. ‘There are other causes, which are 
not well examined the causes or agents in the pro- | accidental, and may exist in any country, as a 
duction of such balance; and he believed, also, | sudden depression of prices, famine, &c. A fair 
that, upon making such examination, it would be | view of these causes and agents in the production 
found to be a matter not so easily controlled by | of an unfavorable balance of commerce, ought to 
mere positive legislation. He said, the love of | convince us, that it is a matter not to be controlled 
distinction has a mighty agency in the production | by mere legislation, without resorting to means 
of the effect under consideration ; it is one of the | extremely rigid, vexatious, and hardly compatible 
strongest principles in man’s composition; indu- | with rational liberty. But, let not the friends of 
cing some to advance, undaunted, upon the pointed | the principle of this bill repine, because of the 
bayonet, and roaring cannon; displaying itself in | difficulty of regulating this affair by acts of Con- 





others in splendid houses, furniture, equipage, and 
clothing ; presenting itself in others in the variety 
and quality of costly articles of diet and drink; 


gress: there are in the natures of men and things 
correctives, which will certainly keep the matter 
about right; yes, there are laws which can control 





and manifested by others in large collections of | the balance of commerce, and will do it. The 
costly curiosities, having little utility. The desire | efforts of the prodigal and vain tend to render us 
to gratify our appetite for delicious meats and | debtors to foreigners, whilst the efforts of the in- 
drinks is no inconsiderable agent, in the produc- | dustrious and frugal have the opposite tendency ; 
tion of the effect. Idlenesshas a double operation ; | the prodigal and vain soon run their courses of 
the one positive, the other negative: and prodi- | extravagance; the industrious and frugal move oD 
gality, in every form in which it can be presented, | without ceasing, through life, and with an increase 
is a most powerful agent, in this matter. These | of force more than in a direct ratio. Here, then, 
causes or agents exist at all times and inall places; ! are grounds for much hope. And there is still 
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another; it is the prudence of oreanars: We may | may be divided into two parts; one, the exchange 
rest assured that they will not sell us much more | of the surplus of its products for articles calculated 
than we can pay them for. They may make a | to render the condition of the people more com- 
mistake about this matter; and, whenever er fortable, but,;which articles might be obtained at 
do, it will be loss to them, and gain to us. home by the exertion of a much greater portion 
second fault of this kind ought not to be expected. | of labor ; the other, the exchange of such surplus 
This affair of the balance of commerce has, then, | for articles yielding greater comfort, as indispen- 
its own laws, possessing sufficient efficacy to keep | sable as medicines, and which cannot be obtained 
the accounts of nations in the proper condition. | at home. The exchange of our raw materials, 
Mr.M. then remarked that it had been contended | cotton, for example, for cotton cloth, belongs to 
here and elsewhere that the Government was | the first branch; and the exchange of flour for 
bound to protect domestic manufactures ; and this | coffee belongs to the second. But remarks pre- 
argument, if argument it may be called, has been | viously made prove that the course proposed, if car- 
urged with so much zeal that many had been im- | ried into full effect, would break up our commerce 
osed upon by the manner rather than the matter. | with all the world, or so reduce it as to render it 
if the friends of this bill were required to desig- | unworthy of any further notice. In what ought 
nate the jurist or writer on the subject of political | a nation to deal with foreigners; or, in other words, 
power who had used the word protection in the | what articles ought it take into the markets of the 
sense of this bill, he was confident they would fail | world? The answer is at hand—it ought to go 
to find one. Yet this Government is boldly cen- | into the market with those articles which, from 
sured for not adopting a newfangled sense of a | the peculiarity of the climate, soil, or condition, it 
word, having heretofore a well settled import | can produce with the greatest comparative advan- 
among politicians ; and, under such new sense of | tage. In what have we the advantage of the na- 
the word, exercise the power of bribing a portion | tions of Europe, most densely populated ? The 
of the people to embrace a new occupation, and to | answer is, in abundance, cheapness, and freshness 
compel the balance to pay them exorbitantly for | of soil; in a capacity to produce raw materials at 
so doing. It may be useful, under this head, to | a less expense. In what have they the advantage 
present a clear but concise sketch of the duties of | of us? The answer is—in abundance of labor. 
governors with respect to the rights of the individ- | The most advantageous interchange in commerce, 
uals of the community. then, must be raw materials for what, in effect, is 
Ist, Then, the personal rights of individuals | labor—nicely manufactured articles. This notion 
ought to be equal, and clearly and explicitly de- | of manufacturing instead of bartering is anti-social, 
fined ; and such ought to be the state of the law | and, when pursued into all its consequences, is 
in relation to property, real and personal. truly absurd, and calculated to break up the com- 
2d. Crimes and misdemeanors, with their pun- | merce between nations in the most advantageous 
ishments, ought to be clearly and explicitly defined. | points. There is nothing accordant with the best 
3d. Such regulations of police as would promote | feelings of men in the idea of withholding from 
the general weal ought to be adopted, having a | the very poor of Europe the only means which 
strict regard to justice among the members of the | they have of feeding and clothing themselves; 
community. when, too, they can make you a just return in the 
4th. Justice ought to be correctly and speedily | only possible mode—by their labor. 
administered ; and, to this end, well organized | It is contended, by the friends of this bill, that 
courts ought to be kept constantly in operation. | we ought to pass it, in order to create a home 
5th. A well organized public force should be | market for our agricultural products. This prop- 
constantly in readiness, to repel illegal violence, | osition presents itself to the cultivators in a very 
external or internal, and to yield to each member | imposing attitude. Some of them, not looking 
of the community whatever to him belongs, ac- | minutely into it, imagine that a great increase of 
cording to the laws, as manifested by the judgment | prices will be immediately consequent. Let us 
of a court. \ fook into it, and ascertain what it is worth. It 
These matters embrace “ the law and the proph- | will be taken to be true, that there would be as 
ets” of good government; and yet this matter of | many people in being without its passage, as after 
protecting and encouraging domestic manufac- | its passage; and it will be admitted to be true, 
tures is not embraced. In truth, it is a novel read- | that a certain portion of those who, without its 
ing of political protection, neither warranted by | passage, would remain cultivators, will, by the 
good authorities, justice, reason, or the Constitu- | strong inducement. which it presents, be trans- 
tion of the nation. | formed into manufacturers ; and it will also be 
It is contended by the friends of the policy of | admitted, that thereby the agricultural products of 
this bill, that as we have certain raw materials, | the country will, to a small extent, be lessened, 
we oughtto work themup. Thisargument proves | and consequently there may be a small, but per- 
too much to be of any value; for, if it be true in | haps not discernible, increase of prices. The ac- 
elation to us, it is also true with respect to the | count, then, will stand thus: on the one side, the 
Indians inhabiting the vast scope of country be-| value of the labor of the manufacturers trans- 
tween Hudson’s bay and the mouth of the Colum-'| formed, by the stimulus of the law, from tillers, 
bia river, proving that they ought to manufacture | and the very inconsiderable increase of the prices 
their beaver skins into hats instead of selling them. | be a very small lessening of the quantity of agri- 
The useful branches of the commerce of a nation | cultural products; on the other side, the labor of 
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the persons withdrawn from agriculture, is to be 
set down as one item ; the revenue to be made up 
on account of so much, lost, say $3,000,000, and 
perhaps $4,000,000, is another ; and the increased 
prices, say $3,000,000, is another. But there is 
another view which deserves notice. The estab- 
lishments, contemplated by the bill, will only af- 
ford an increase of prices, and a beneficial inter- 
change of agricultural for manufactured articles, 
within small districts of the country. He believed, 
that it could be demonstrated, that if one hundred 
thousand of those manufacturers were placed on 
particular spots in Kentucky, that the whole of the 
number might be fed without re any 
article for their consumption more than fifteen 
miles. The number stated is more than can be 
set down for the share of Kentucky ; and the pro- 
bable results of a beneficial character upon the 
whole State may be estimated with some degree of 
accuracy. 

But, it is contended that the policy of this bill 
is necessary, to render us ae, of other 
nations. This proposition, by the association of 
ideas, has been very efficient in misguiding the 
good people of the country ; but, upon a near view, 
there is nothing in it; and many of those who use 
it must know that it has no solid or sound foun- 
dation. In a political sense, independence consists 
in the power of a people to legislate for themselves, 
and to manage their affairs, external and internal, 
without the control or direction of any other peo- 
ple, or persons holding political power, not resi- 
dent among them. According to this definition 
of independence, we are as completely independent 
as any other nation upon our globe; and as to the 
anti-social feeling of independence which this bill 
inculcates, it ought to be repressed, rather than 
fostered. If there is any thing in the sentiment 
worthy of being cherished, we ought to carry it to 
its utmost extent, and have no commercial inter- 
course with any people, except through mere com- 
passion, to sell them some of our useless products, 
taking nothing as the price but specie or bullion. 
According to the standard of independence which 
seems to be so dear to the advocates for the policy 
of this bill, we ought to refuse to purchase the 
Peruvian bark ; for, although the use of it may 
enable some of us to live longer, where is the 
American who would not spurn existence, at the 
price of independence ? 

The chairman of the Committee on Manufac- 
tures has presented to us a woful account of the 
exports of breadstuffs in the years 1790 and 1822; 
it seems, from his statement, that we exported a 
greater amount in value, in the first mentioned 
than in the last mentioned of those years. This 
is to be regretted ; it would certainly be as well, if 
not better, that Pennsylvania could get a better 

rice for her surplus wheat. But the gentleman 
1as not been very explicit in his development of 
the causes of the difference in value; nor has he 
told us the amount in value of the cotton exported 
in those two years, nor the total amount of our 
exports in those years. Perhaps more informa- 
tion upon these subjects would have yielded the 
nation some comfort. The difference in the value | 


EEE =. 
of the amount of breadstuffs in the two years 
mentioned is mainly to be ascribed to the they 
perturbed condition of Europe, in the first men. 
tioned year. Pennsylvania, then, had her time of 
much profit; Georgia and South Carolina haye 
since had theirs. These changes are to be ey. 
pected, and must be endured, without demanding 
perpetual changes of policy. It will be seen, by 
recurring to the records of the custom-houses, that 
the total of the amount of our exports, in the gep- 
tleman’s favorite year, was about twenty million 
of dollars worth; and from the same source we 
will learn that in the year 1822 the total of our 
exports was worth about seventy-two million of 
dollars, and it will also be seen, from a view of 
the same records, and a comparison of our popu- 
lation, in the two years mentioned, that the expor- 
tations of 1790 only amounted to four dollars and 
eighty-four cents for each person, when those of 
1822 amounted to about seven dollars and twenty 
cents for each person. These facts are calculated 
to keep out the spirit of despondence, and have 
been presented with that view. 

It has been said that we must retaliate upon the 
European nations ; we must countervail their pro- 
hibitory systems, we must do something. If we 
could do something which would be efficient in 
bringing the nations of Europe to right views in 
relation to this matter, it would be well to act; 
but, if we cannot, it will be better to take no step 
in the matter, because no good can result froma 
display of impotent efforts. The European policy 
is calculated to advance the interests of one class, 
at the expense of another; as, for example, the 
British corn law oppresses the manufacturers and 
others, to enrich the cultivators ; this is a policy 
which is abhorrent to justice, and we ought to 
avoid, rather than follow. But, even upon the 
views of the friends of this bili, there is no neces- 
sity for our retaliatory action; as one of these 
regulating systems will serve for two nations; if 
one of the two so regulates as to exclude the pro- 
ducts of the other in its markets, the latter must 
soon cease to be a customer; so that the regulat- 
ing nation will very soon find that it has laid hold 
of an instrument with two edges, which, if it 
wounds its neighbor in its first motion, will injure 
itself in the second. Here it may be proper to 
take some notice of the very sarcastic manner with 
which the advocates for the bill have been pleased 
to consider what they call “the let-us-alone pol: 
icy,” and more especially the great Russian Ukase, 
introduced, by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
with a most triamphant air, as being an authority, 
strong and directly in point, to overthrow the 
whole theory of the aforesaid policy. 

The authority of the Russian Ukase cannot be 
acknowledged, first, because we cannot be certain 
that the reasons alleged by Alexander, Emperor 0! 
all the Russias, were the real motives to the making 
of the instrument; these great potentates, it is be- 
lieved, frequently have two sets of reasons; the 
one for the world, the other for themselves. !! 
will not be acknowledged, secondly, because !' 
was not a fair experiment, to disprove the good 
sense of the “let alone policy.” 
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The liberal system of commercial policy, it 
ought to have been expected, was exorbitant im- | 
ruinous to some of them ; and then, of course, was | 
rmitted for about two years, and just when a 
oint; the experi- | 
ment was not complete; and so the liberal or “ let- | 
of the friends of the bill prove nothing, except a | 
by the advocates of this bill, as a nation which has | 
tion possess immense wealth; vast riches are in 
mentioned has been the cause of the great wealth 
causes have not produced the grand effect; and 
turies past, have cherished certain principles of 
crimes and misdemeanors have been in like man- | 
dents of the feudal system have been abolished ; 
foreign commerce: so, that Englishmen might 


Fesruary, 1823, 
—==== 
seems, was introduced into Russia in the year 
1920; the first consequence of the change, as | 
rtations; immediately followed excessive com- | 
tition amongst the vendors of merchandise, | 
resented the spectacle of a people, greatly injured | 
by making cheap purchases; this operation was | 
reaction might have been expected, the policy was | 
changed. The case is not in 
us-alone policy” is left just where it was, before | 
the making of this Russian Ukase. The sarcasms 
dearth of argument. 

We have been triumphantly pointed to England, 
grown rich by her system of prohibitions, bounties, 
and drawbacks. It is true that the English na- 
the hands of the few; extreme poverty is the lot 
of themany. But is it true, that the system just 
and power of England? Let us examine the sub- 
ject somewhat closely, and see whether other 
consequently, that the question put is to be an- 
swered negatively. The English nation, for cen- 
civil liberty, favorable to the prosperity of a peo- 
ple; private rights have been clearly defined; 
ner defined ; justice has been administered with 
purity and correctness; the most vexatious inci- 
and the citizens have been well protected against 
the aggressions of foreigners, whilst engaged in 
well know what they could enjoy in security. | 
These principles were sufficient of themselves to | 


give avarice the desire to be distinguished ; the de- | more and more unequal. 
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Countries of the Rhine, commenced a most cruel 
religious persecution against such of the inhabit- 
ants as were Protestants, whereby he drove from 
his dominions a great number of the most indus- 
trious, wealthy, and useful of the citizens, into a 
state of exile; a very large portion of which took 
refuge in England, carrying with them wealth 
and the capacity to carry on the manufacture of 
woollen cloths. Here it may not be amiss to re- 
mark, that this event happened only about one 
hundred and seventy years since ; about seventeen 
centuries after the history of events in England be- 
gan to be distinctly marked; and that, when it 
happened, she manufactured very little woollen 
cloth, and had been in the practice of exporting 
her wool to the Low Countries, and importing, in 
return, woollen cloths. This event gave to Eng- 
land wealth, useful citizens, and the manufactures 
of woollen cloth, and greatly depressed Spain. 
The repeal of the edict of Nantz, by Louis XIV., 
let loose the spirit of revengeful bigotry in France, 
whereby thousands of her most useful inhabitants, 
because they were Protestants, were compelled to 
fly into foreign countries: and of which England 
received a large portion. This event gave to Eng- 
land wealth, useful citizens, and her manufacto- 
ries of silks, and tended to promote her industry 
and prosperity, and to depress France. The 
growth of the American colonies, combined with 
the monopoly of the commerce with them, tended 
greatly to enrich England; and her conquests and 
plunderings, in the Kast Indies, has been a source 
of much wealth. These several events, considered 
as sO many causes, combined with the before 
mentioned sound parts of her institutions, are en- 
tirely sufficient to account for the high advance- 
ment of England in wealth and power, without 
allowing to her system of prohibitions, bounties, 
and drawbacks, any agency whatever. There is, 
to be sure, one view of that system, in which it 
will appear to have been extremely efficient; it is 
its tendency to render the condition of the people 
The whole effect of it 


sire for the comforts of life; the desire to provide | has been to enable the great landholders, and 
for children; and every feeling of the human| great capitalists, to command the services of the 


mind; activity,—so that, in process of time, na- 
tional wealth and power must have resuited. But, 
wise as many of the English institutions have 
been, and certain as it is that she must have pros- 
pered under them, still her astonishing wealth and 
power ought, in a high degree, to be attributed to 
the folly of her neighbors, and to events which 
may be considered accidental. Some of these will 
be presented’ The banishment of the Jews from 
Spain, in the fifteenth century, added greatly to 
the wealth of England, and gave to her oceupa- 
tions increased activity; it was an event which 
pees depressed Spain, and positively elevated 

ngland, and the other nations to which they fled ; 
for the Jews had been the merchants of Spain, and 
possessed immense riches. The banishment of the 
Moors from Spain positively depressed Spain, and 
relatively elevated England; they were the most 
industrious of the Spanish subjects. In the six- 
teenth century, Philip II., King of Spain, and he- 
reditary chief of seventeen provinces in the Low 


laboring portion of the community, at a bare sub- 
sistence; and such has been its cruel force in this 
way, aided by labor-saving machinery, that the 
Government has been compelled, through the me- 
dium of poor laws, to return back, annually, 
about $24,000,000 of the money thus extorted. 
Indeed, he said, the boastings of English states- 
men about the efficiency of their commercial reg- 
ulations, reminded him of the vain pretensions of 
quacks in the healing art. One of the latter, upon 
finding a man of vigorous constitution, laboring 
under a slight malady, forces a nostrum upon him, 
tending to protract the disease; but the vigor of 
the patient’s constitution, with good air, resists the 
malady and the medicine, and he is restored to 
health; when the quack asserts, with unblushin 
confidence, that he performed the cure: so, wi 
the aforesaid political doctors; they found the Eng- 
lish nation in possession of certain sound prinei- 
les in her institutions ; and the folly of her neigh- 
rs, and certain accidental occurrences, were op- 
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erating to her advantage ; but the political doctors | event should again occur, there will be in the 
were impatient, and very anxious for fame; and | country a capacity to meet it without any detri- 
so they prescribe and dose; and although their | ment to the public interest, all things considered, 
doses were deleterious, they were not sufficient to | The evidence presented, of devotion to the general 
defeat the force of the causes which were opera- | weal, is worth all the eae 
ting favorably ; and England has become rich and | The same gentleman has told us that manufac. 
powerful in despite of the folly of some of her | tures flourished well in Kentucky for a time. He 
statesmen. (Mr. Montaomery) said, his colleague ought to 
The advocates for this bill are entirely mistaken | be better acquainted with that matter than him, 
in supposing that the other nations of Europe have | as he lived nearer the site of the works alluded to, 
not resorted to this selfish, restrictive system of | Although he professed not to have been intimately 
regulations. Spain has pursued this policy, and | acquainted with the shops to which the gentleman 
has fallen in the scale of nations; France bas not | referred, still he had, through the medium of re- 
risen by it; Prussia has not become rich, although | port, heard something of the history of some two 
she has applied the system, under the strong hand | or three of them. Report said that a man by the 
of the Great Frederick. name of Prentis had come to Lexington from one 
The friends of this bill have boasted that prices | of the eastern States, and, by some sort of leger- 
have not advanced under the tariff of 1816. This|dermain, had acquired the control of a bank, 
is easily accounted for; they have been kept from | which, before his connexion with it, had been 
advancing, by the very low prices in Europe and | well managed, was more than solvent, and in good 
India. The tariff, high as it is, has not enabled | credit; that he commenced manufacturing; used 
the manufacturers to sell as high as they desire; | all the stock of the bank, and borrowed large sums 
they are limited to present prices by the law and | of money from the people about him ; and seemed 
threatened competition. The prices of the years | to be for a while in so flourishing a condition, that 
1813 and 1814, is a good commentary upon this | a man would have been in some danger of being 
matter—they will show at what point the manu-| stoned, who would not have cried out, “Great is 
facturers would stop. Prentis, of Yankee land.” But the time for ac- 
He said, the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr.| counting came round; Mr. Prentis did not feel 
Woopson,) had put expectation upon tiptoe, by | ready, and off he went, between two days, leaving 
the promise of presenting many prominent facts; | his shops to be regulated by his creditors. 
but be thought, after hearing him, that there was| He said he believed that this notion of protect- 
a small mistake. It seemed that the opinions and | ing American manufactures has been very popv- 
speculations of those whom he (Mr. Woopson) | lar in many places in Kentucky. Many of the 
was pleased to call master spirits, must have been | Kentuckians have very active and vigorous im- 
considered by him as equivalent to important facts. | aginations. With the mind’s eye, they behold 
The same gentleman had said, that we ought to | Birminghams, Sheffields, and Manchesters, rising 
pursue the policy of this bill as a preparation for | up to consume the corn and pork of the country. 
war; and he had given a very fervid account of | These, he believed, will be found to be “ but towns 
the distresses of the volunteers in the years 1812 | of the mind;” and he believed, also, that the good 
and 1813. He said that occurrence was too sin-| people of Kentucky would soon ascertain that it 
gular in its circumstances to form the basis of a| would require a higher per centum to protect the 
regular system of policy; and that facts attended | Kentucky manufactures from the competition of 
it calculated to destroy the conclusions which had | those of the Eastern States, than is necessary to 
been drawn from it. It is true, in point of fact, | protect those of the Eastern States from the rival- 
that we declared war in 1812 without making any | ship of the British. The eastern manufactures 
thing like due preparations for it, after a course of | have the advantage of excellent machinery now 
events, for more than three years, strongly tending | in operation; larger capitals; labor more abuni- 
to destroy our pecuniary resources ; it is also true, | ant, and cheaper; superior water power; raw ma- 
that a large portion of the volunteers of Kentucky, | terials about the same price generally, but cotton 
in 1812, were ordered to rendezvous and march | cheaper; and a strong dependence on the part of 
upon a very short notice, some of them not having | the hands to remain with their employers. 
more than two days’ notice; that they were or-| He said that it seemed to him that the manv- 
dered to march in the latter part of the Summer | facturers of woollen and cotton cloths appeared 
of that year, and were not generally prepared for | before the nation with a very ill grace, to demand 
a Winter campaign, and consequently suffered | the passage of this bill. They commenced their 
much: yet such is the capacity of the country to| operations during the long embargo, and had the 
struggle through emergencies of every kind, that! benefit of that measure; they had been favored by 
the volunteers of Kentucky, through the exertions | the measures of non-importation and non-inter- 
of males and females, and principally the latter, | course; they had been exempted from taxation 
were clothed tolerably well, in the months of No-! during the late war, whilst others were highly 
vember and December of the same year. The fair | taxed; they had, also, the advantage of excessive 
conclusion, then, from this occurrence, with all} duties during the war, and pushed their prices to 
its circumstances, is, that it is too singular in its| the utmost extreme; and they had been favored 
character to be the foundation of its policy ; it be-} by high duties, from the year 1816, down to this 
ing one which we, by other means, ought to avert;| time. During all this period, the commerce, 
and that the result proves clearly that, if a like] navigation, agriculture, and handicraft trades of 
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the country, had been struggling with difficulties 
of various kinds: commercial restrictions, war, 
taxes, and the increased competition of foreiga 
nations, arising out of the return of peace in 
Europe. Under this view, it would seem they 
ought to “ cease their a wep, 
ut it has been emphatically asked, what we 
shall do? The answer to the question is plain: 
foster the Navy, causing it to increase with the 
rowth of the nation; complete the fortification 
of afew of the most important points on the coast ; 
and, with these means, render the citizens secure 
against the violence of all without the country. 
Cause the laws, respecting the internal peace of 
the nation, to be faithfully executed, so as to ren- 
der the people secure in the enjoyment of their 
liberty, lives, and property, in so far as these 
matters are dependent upon national legislation. 
Maintain a proper organization of courts, filled 
with able, firm, upright men; so that the citi- 
zens of the several States may have no cause of 
complaint, of the mal-administration of justice, 
‘founded upon the bias of neighborhood feeling. 
Pay off the national debt, with all convenient 
speed, and leave the greater part of the schemes 
for internal improvement to posterity, when the 
lower price of labor will favor them, and when 
more will exist to be benefited by them. If these 
things are wisely managed, the people may well 
be left to choose their occupations, without the 
seereton of any sort of stimulus by mere legis- 
ation. 

He said, that he believed his pecuniary interest 
in this matter was very small; and he thought 
hecould truly make the same remark with respect 
tothe people of the district of country which he 
represented, and in the region of country adjacent. 
He could say, with truth and much pleasure, that 
they manufactured much for themselves ; yes, the 
wives are not ashamed to spin for their husbands 
and children ; nor would the sisters feel that they 
were disgraced in doing the same for their bro- 
thers. It is true they have not advanced so far 
toward the highest point of dandy refinement as 
some others ; and perhaps some gentlemen would 
be unwilling to represent such a people; but, for 
his part, he felt much pride in representing them: 
they are capable of understanding the rights of 
their country, and of feeling its injuries ; but he 
hoped they would feel unwilling to enter upon a 
crusade to foreign lands, for a name; they were 
among those who distinguished themselves, and 
suffered in Dudley’s defeat; they were distin- 
guished in the victory at Moravian town in Cana- 
da ; and they gloriously participated in the ever-to- 
be-remembered victory below New Orleans. He 
said, the people of whom he had spoke, are now 
in the happy midway point between unlettered 
ignorance and the sickly refinements of a very 
dense population, with the extremes of wealth and 
poverty; they are in the vigorous manhood of a 
people; they are at that point in a nation’s his- 
tory, in which there exists the happiest combina- 
tion of mental and physical energy, and he felt 
no disposition to hasten them from it. 

r. M. said, in conclusion, that there is no 
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sound foundation for the many matters asserted 
in support of this bill; that it must produce a re- 
duction of the revenue from duties; a necessit 
for other taxes, and increased prices; that, as it 
now stands, it is opposed to the National Consti- 
tution in its very letter ; and, even with a change 
of title, it would be an act against the spirit of 
that instrument; that it is premature, unnecessary, 
and unjust ; premature, in diverting capital and 
labor from other objects before the proper time 
for such diversion ; unnecessary, because, when 
the proper time arrives, such diversion will occur 
without legislation ; and unjust, because it will 
subject the balance of the community to the 
charge of making up by taxation the deficit in 
the revenue, and increase the prices of the articles 
proposed to be protected ; that it may lead to an 
injurious use of foreign capital, by which foreign- 
ers may draw from this country thirty on some, 
and one hundred per centum on another portion 
of capital; that we would probably lose some of 
our foreign markets by its passage, upon which 
would follow a declension of industry; that it 
must, in the nature of things, lessen the number 
of our sailors to an alarming extent, and upon 
them depend our navigation and Navy; that it 
will hasten a change of character in the popula- 
tion of the country, which time, to be sure, will 
accomplish, but which is not to be desired more 
than old age; and that it will produce excessive 
accumulation of wealth in a few hands, unfriendly 
to the salutary existence of our Republican insti- 
tutions. Having these views conscientiously, he 
felt decidedly opposed to the bill. 





Wepnespay, February 12. 


Mr. McKim, by leave of the House, presented 
a memorial of sundry merchants and shipmasters 
of the city of Baltimore, setting forth, that, in 
consequence of the inadequacy of the funds pro- 
vided for the support of sick and disabled seamen, 
the hospital in that city has been discontinued, 
and that, thereby, this class of persons have been 
reduced to great distress and suffering, and pray- 
ing that Congress will take the subject into their 
most serious consideration, and make further pro- 
vision for the support of sick and disabled sea- 
men, either by an increase of their monthly pay, 
or in such other manner as in the wisdom of 
Congress may seem meet; which memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from tae 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill con- 
cerning the jurisdiction of the courts of the Uni- 
ted States; which was read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PLumer, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Fuuter, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message from the President of the 
United States, communicating certain documents 
in relation to the marine railway or inclined plane, 
invented by Captain John Rodgers, made a re- 
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oe thereon, recommending the adoption of the 
ollowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the sum of fifty thousand dollars 
ought to be appropriated for the purpose of construct- 
ing a dock and wharves for building, repairing, and 
constructing, vessels of the United States, at the 
navy yard in the City of Washington. 

The report was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to which is 
committed the bill making appropriations for the 
Navy of the United States during the year 1823. 

Mr. Wiuutams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made a report on the peti- 
tion of Stephen Brace, accompanied by a bill di- 
recting the Secretary of the Navy to pay to 
James Brace the allowance usually made to sail- 
ors in the service of the United States; which 
bill was read twice, and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. 
Cocke was called up, (which requires informa- 
tion of the President in relation to expenditures 
made during the year 1821 and 1822, out of the 
contingent fond of the Indian department ;) when 

Mr. LincoLtn moved to amend the resolution 
a stated his reasons for doing so) by striking 

rom it the words “to whom paid, and when,” 
and inserting the following: “ also, what security 
‘is taken for the disbursement or application of 
* money, goods, or labor, of persons cone with, 
‘ or required to render the same for the benefit of 
‘ Indians under the laws of the United States; 
‘and what rules and regulations have been adopt- 
‘ed, and are now in force to produce economy 
‘ and accountability in the disbursement of public 
‘money by Superintendents of Indian affairs and 
‘ Indian agents, together with such rules and reg- 
‘ulations as are now in force concerning trade 
‘ and intercourse with the Indian tribes.” 

On the propriety of thus amending the resolu- 
tion, a debate arose, in which Messrs. Lincoun, 
Cocke, McLane, and Merca.rs, participated. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fuuuer, the petition of Wil- 
liam Townsend, for pay for anchors, together 
with the report of the Secretary of the Navy 
thereon, dated the 8th instant, made to the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to 
divide the State of South Carolina into two ju- 
dicial districts,” was read the third time, and 

ed as amended. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Samuel Buel,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, 
to wit: 

ist. An act to revive and continue in force the 
seventh section of an act, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the several acts for the adjustment 
of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” ap- 
proved the 11th of May, 1820, and for other pur- 

Ses ; 

Pod. An act directing the payment of the Geor- 
gia militia claims for services rendered during the 


years 1792, 1793, and 1794; were severally rea, 
the first and second time, and referred, the first t) 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and the see. 
ond to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A message from the Senate informed the Houy 
thut the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “4, 
act to regulate the commercial intercourse be. 
tween the United States and certain British colo. 
nial ports ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Eleanor Lawrence ;” in which bills they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 


EDUCATION FUND. 


Mr. Wuire, of Vermont, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of appro. 
priating and setting apart a moiety or portion of the 
avails of the annual sales of the public lands for the 
purpose of establishing a permanent increasing fund, 
the interest of which, after it shall have increased to 
a given sum, shall be distributed for the promotion of 
education in the several States, according to the prin- 
ciples of equal right and justice. 


After the resolution was read, Mr. W. rose and 
asked the indulgence of the House, for a moments, 
whilst he should present his views of the impor- 
tance of the subject-matter of the resolution. 

Of all the subjects worthy the consideration of 
a republican government, said Mr. W., education 
is of the first and highest importance. Educa- 
tion is to the republican body politic what vital 
air isto the natural body—necessary to its very 
existence—without which it would sicken, droop, 
and die. Education ought to be here consid- 
ered in its broadest sense, as not only embrac- 
ing literary and scientific, but political, moral, and 
religious instruction. On education, viewed in 
this light, depends all that is good and great, 
magnanimous and praiseworthy, in the human 
character, and essentially important to the social 
state of man. The repablicnta institutions of this 
country are bottomed on the virtue and intelli- 
gence of the people; and on the maintenance and 
preservation of that foundation will their perpe- 
tuity depend. Let the great body of the people 
be well informed, and their moral character pre- 
served, and they will know and understand their 
rights and privileges. A correct moral principle 
will always prompt them to a faithful perform- 
ance of civil and social duties, which will inevi- 
tably insure the enjoyment of those rights and 

rivileges. Our wise and virtuous predecessors 

ave always had respect to the importance 0! 
education to a free people; and in fixing the con- 
ditions of admission of new States into the Union, 
they have wisely provided that a portion of the 
public lands should be set apart for the promo- 
tion of education in those States. Is it not sil- 
cerely to be hoped that those who have the power 
at the present day will follow their example—go 
on in perfecting the good work—and will deal 
out equal and exact justice to all? How far the 
old States, or those for whose benefit, for the pur- 
poses of education, the National Government 
have not made appropriations of lands, have 4 
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superior claim to the new, or those for whose ben-| and will be regulated by, public opinion, or the 
efit such appropriations have been made, I will | sentiments of the people. Whilst they are virtu- 
not now pretend tosay. But this, Mr. Speaker, | ous and enlightened, all is well—but should they 
[ will say, that, in my humble opinion, the Na- | become ignorant, and their moral sense depraved, 
tional Government could not do a wiser act than | all is gone. It would not be possible for the Go- 
now to set apart a portion of the avails of the | vernment of this country to establish, and success- 
annual sales of the public lands for the establish- | fully maintain, any course of measures, however 
ment of a permanent fund for the promotion of | wise and salutary, contrary to the sentiments of 
education in the several States, according to the | the great body of the people. Hence, the neces- 
principles of justice and equity. sity of general information and the diffusion of 
As a matter of policy, education is the first great | correct moral sentiments, throughout all classes 
national interest, to which a republican Govern- | of the community. Here, the people are the le- 
ment ought to lend their support. Keep the great | gitimate source of all power and auth city. Hence, 
body of the people virtuous and well informed, | the necessity of preserving the purity of that 
and the penal laws on your statute book will, in | fountain, that the streams that flow therefrom may 
a great measure, become obsolete and a dead let-| be pure. “ Vox populi vox Dei,” is a true maxim, 
ter—corporeal punishment will scarcely be known | when applied to a virtuous and enlightened people 
in your land. It is certainly safer and easier, by | and when their expression flows from a fair an 
the seasonable administration of gentle preven- | deliberate consideration of the subject-matter of 
tives, to ward off a disease from the natural body, | such expression ; but when applied to an ignorant 
than to be compelled to eradicate the disorder, | and depraved people, it is false and dangerous in 
when introduced, and seated in the system. So| the extreme. It may be said, sir, that the Consti- 
with the body politic, it is safer, wiser, and less | tution is the will of the people, fairly expressed, 
expensive, by good and wholesome regulations, to | by which the Government are bound to abide; be 
preserve the virtue and intelligence of the people, | it so; but, should the great body of the people be- 


' and thereby prevent the introduction of crime and | come ignorant and corrupt, they might, by Con- 


moral disease, than, when they are once intro- | stitutional provisions, deface the brightest featur 
duced, to be compelled to use harsh and severe | and annul and revoke the surest daria 
measures to root them out. One hundred dollars, | that sacred instrument—all, all depends on the 
judiciously laid out, in the education of youth, | virtue and intelligence of the people. 
would go further in the maintenance and support | A free press, whilst regulated by the sentiments 
of a free Government, and in promoting the pros- | of a virtuous and enlightened community, it 
perity and happiness of the people, than thousands | proves itself the herald of truth and correct infor- 
expended in enacting criminal codes, establishing | mation, is of vital importance ; but, when depend- 
courts of judicature, jails, and penitentiaries, with- | ing on the sentiments of an ignorant, corrupt, and 
out education. District schoolhouses, parish | vitiated people, it becomes licentious, it is of all 
churches, and other edifices dedicated to the sacred | curses the worst. When in the hands of base and 
purposes of education, if sufficiently multiplied | unprincipled men, it is wielded as an engine, to 
through the country, and suitably furnished with | prostrate and destroy the fair character and use- 
enlightened, moral, and religious teachers, will | fulness of the wise and virtuous, and on their 
render useless and harmless, courthouses, jails, and ruins to raise the corrupt and unprincipled to 
penitentiaries—those necessary public nuisances, power; every thing dear to society is put in jeop- 
and infringements upon the natural rights of man. | ardy. A virtuous and enlightened people will 
It is certainly better policy to take precautionary | always give a right direction to national indus- 
measures, to make and keep men honest, than to} try. Drones, if any there be, will be driven out, 
be compelled to use coercive measures, to reclaim | and never permitted to sip and fatten upon the 
them, when they shall have become rogues. The | sweets, the legitimate products of the industry of 
former, if seasonably attended to, is easy—the | the nation. Much has been said, on former oc- 
latter is difficult, if not impracticable. All public | casions, with respect to the enemies of this coun- 
laws for the government of a freeand enlightened | try. Ignorance and vice, sir, are the natural ene- 
ople, ought to be so framed, as to afford the | mies of this and every other Republic on earth ; 
east possible inducement to the subjects of those | let these with their mother, idleness, together with 
laws to evade their provisions. And the fewer | their cousins-german, profusion and extravagance 
and more simple those laws the better, provided | be expelled your borders, and fortify the minds o 
they be sufficient to secure to all the enjoyment | all your citizens with knowledge and virtue—these 
of their just rights. In this country, government | are the legitimate fortifications of a Republic. I 
was not established for the benefit and aggrandize- | say, sir, with those natural enemies expelled, and 
ment of a few, to the oppression and degradation | with these fortifications established, though all 
of the many, as is the case in most other coun- | the powers on earth combined might assail, they 
tries; but for the promotion of the prosperity and | could not prevail against you. Knowledge and 
happiness of all. The musty, stale, and pernicious | virtue, generaily diffused throughout all classes of 
doctrines, of the divine right of sovereigns, and | community, will preserve, in its purity, the elec- 
privileged orders, in society, have, in this country, | tive franchise—a virtuous and enlightened peo- 
io theory, been long since exploded, and it is high | ple, uninfluenced by any improper excitement, 
time they were wholly so, in practice. The Go-| will uniformly select their wisest and best men 
vernment of this country, sir, must depend upon, ' for office. 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—31 
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Much has been said and written by great and|the honor, in part, to represent, is one—are, }y 
good men, with respect to the importance of the | the proposition contained in the resolution unde, 
people of this country forming a national charac- | consideration, principally removed. The ole, 
ter. The military and naval character of this | States cannot, certainly, have any reasonable ob, 
country, I trust, is now not a whit behind the | jection to the adoption of this proposition, and thp 
chiefest; and a general diffusion of knowledge | new States ought not to complain, for they hay, 
and virtue would soon add a moral and a literary | already been liberally provided for; but should ;; 
character to this nation, more uniform and glo- | be considered right and just, that they also shoul 
rious than ever adorned any nation of ancient or | be included with the older States, in participatiy 
modern date. Knowledge and virtue may be} the bounty contemplated, let the distribution }: 
considered, sir, as the solid resources of the na- | made, all things taken into view, according to the 
tion ; they will provide for the payment of your | principles of equal right and justice. Equal righ; 
- public debt, and will sustain every expense com- | and justice, sir, is all that the high-minded, inde. 
tible with the honor, dignity, prosperity, and | pendent Green Mountaineers, will either ask o; 
appiness of the nation. These, sir, are treasures | wish. And, with equal nigne and justice, none 
ewith which millions, nay, with which all the | ought to be dissatisfied. The representatives of 
“fiehes of Potosi and all the treasures of Golconda | this extensive and growing Republic will not, in 
‘will not bear a comparison. considering this, or any other subject, be influenced 
Finally, sir, virtue and intelligence are the two | by a narrow contracted policy, nor by local prejy. 
t illars on which rests your republican edi- | dices, but inspired by generous, liberal, and noble 
ce, the ark of your political safety, which was | sentiments, will act with enlarged and extended 
-‘projected by superior wisdom, and erected by the | views—will lay a permanent foundation for the 
urest patriotism, the materials of which were | establishment of those liberal and useful institu. 
Souyht with the choicest blood that ever be- | tions, whose benefits are not limited by the con- 
sprinkled the altar of liberty; and unless, sir, these | fines of the present generation, but are calculated 
pillars are constantly kept well propped and guard- | to promote the best interests, the prosperity, ani 
ed, your fair fabric which stands without a paral- | happiness, of generations and ages for centuries 
lel in the history of nations, and the admiration of | to come. 
the civilized world, will totter, fall, and crumble} Mr. CuamBers moved to commit the resolution 
to ruins. The importance of the subject is lead- | to a Committee of the whole House. 
ing me too far. But, sir, if the view taken of the| Mr. Nevson, of Maryland, then rose, and stated 
importance of education be correct, it is a subject | that, owing to the similitude of this to the resolu- 
on which this Legislature ought to dwell, and | tion he had offered at the last session, it was due 
well consider. Although, considering the present | to the friends of that proposition to mention th 
state of the national resources, it might not be | reasons why he had not attempted to call it up at 
wise and politic to appropriate a sum of money | this session. Indisposition, Mr. N. said, connected 
for the purposes of education, I do contend, sir, | with other circumstances, which he could not con- 
that it would be wise and expedient in the way | trol, had prevented him from taking this step, un- 
proposed, to lay the foundation for the establish- | til the subject which now ovvapled the attention 
ment of a permanent fund, for the promotion of | of the House (the manufacturing bill) was brought 
so all-important an object. up, which subject, he knew, the friends to it were 
An expression of this kind, by the National | unwilling to forego, to consider his resolutions 
Government, would add weight and importance | He would be happy, he said, under other circum- 
to the subject. It would encourage the State | stances, to have moved for its consideration, tha! 
governments to increase their endeavors, and to} he might have had an opportunity of delivering 
persevere in their laudable exertions for the pro- | his views of the subject. 
motion of education, within their respective juris- | Mr. McCoy then moved that the resolution lie 
dictions. Although education is a subject which | on the table; which was agreed to. 
the National Government will not undertake to THE NEW TARIFF BILL. 


control, nor will they interfere with the State gov- . 
ernments in regulating the same—yet it is of such | |The House again resumed, in Committee of th: 
‘vital importance, so intimately connected with the | Whole, the unfinished business of yesterday— 
national welfare, that the National Government | being a bill for the more effectual protection ant 
ought to be liberal, and the first to contribute to | encouragement of domestic manufactures. A mo- 
its support. There is no weight in the argument, | tion to strike from the bill its enacting clause stil 
pending before the Committee— 


that an appropriation of this kind would be a 
Mr. Montcomery resumed and concluded tle 


breach of —_ faith, because the avails of the de 
sales of public lands already stand pledged by the | speech he yesterday commenced in opposition \0 
the principles of the bill, which is given entire 10 


Government to their creditors—the Government 

are, and I trust will be, with common prudence | preceding pages. . 

and economy, abundantly able to meet all their} Mr. Rei, of Georgia, said, he disclaimed 4! 
feelings in hostility to that portion of the Unio 


engagements, to the entire satisfaction of every n of 
to which the success of manufactures is most 10- 


ereditor. The objections to the propositions con- res i 
tained in the Maryland resolutions, which have } portant ; and although, said he, this bill propos® 
to support a system unfriendly, as it is believed, 


been recommended by the Legislatures of sundry - 
States, of which number the State which I have! to the best interests of my constituents, yet, if !' 
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were of great public utility, it should meet my 
cordial advocacy. I am sure that the people of 
Georgia would not disapprove my conduct, be- 
cause they are always ready to sacrifice their con- 
yenience to the national good. When I perceive, 
however, Mr. Chairman, that the bill is in direct 
yiolation of the plain principles of Government; 
that it finds no sanction in the Constitution of my 
country ; that it invades individual rights; that 
it adopts a policy and promotes a system offensive 
to two great classes of this community ; and when 
it is manifest that the protection it would afford 
to manufactures is doubtful and experimental,— 
[am irresistibly urged to raise my voice, however 
feeble, against it. It is true, I cannot expect to 
beheard. I have no new argument, no attractive 
arrangement, to offer to the Committee. I would 
only perform a duty to those whose servant I am, 
and whose rights I have always endeavored to 
suppert and to maintain. If I shall urge argu- 
ments to which you have before listened, I hope 
to find my apology in the fact that much of the 
debate has escaped me, in consequence of a neces- 
sary absence from the House. 

It isa political principle—the first learned by 
the school-boy—that each individual in society 
gives up a portion of his liberty, to the end that 
e may be protected in the enjoyment of that re- 
maining to him. There is, however, a condition 
which accompanies this grant. It is this: that 
the power yielded by each shall be used for the ben- 
efit of the whole. Any deviation from this rule 
would be unjust and oppressive; because, as no 
citizen can expect to himself all the advantages of 
delegated power, so he cannot believe that they 
will be bestowed upon two or three, or indeed 
upon any but the greater portion of the commu- 
nity. It was obviously the intention then of the 
American people, when they gave to their Rep- 
resentatives the power to make laws, that those 
laws should never be framed for the benefit of the 
few at the expense of the many. Will it not be 
interesting to inquire if the bill before us contem- 
plates a general ora partial legislation? If, when 
passed into a law, it will be useful to the nation 
or a majority of the nation, the zeal of its friends 
is not misdirected, and it ought to be warmly 
supported ; but, if it will prove mischievous to the 
majority, and beneficial only to a minority, it 
ought to be abandoned. If its tendency be doubt- 
ful, it should not find favor with this House; be- 
Cause experiments in politics are, like quack med- 
icines, to be avoided, unless the case isso despe- 
rate—the patient so far gone—that any change 
must be for the better. Under the guidance of 
these principles, which will not be controverted, 
let us further investigate our subject. 

Look, Mr. Chairman, at the title of the bill. 
There is nothing equivocal in its language; it is 
a bill for the encouragement of manufactures. 
The candor and fairness with which the com- 
mittee, whence this bill proceeds, thus avow their 
object, cannot be too much praised. Heretofore, 
we have been told of “the improvement of na- 
tional wealth,” “the protection of national indus- 
try,” and * the increase of revenue.” These im- 





New Tariff Bill. 


(2 eee 


H. or R. 


posing and high sounding phrases are not yet 
abandoned, but they are used only as conserves to 
sweeten the nauseous drug. The pill is not gild- 
ed; we see and know what it is. The bill wears 
a complexion bold and natural. There is no 
mask to be taken away; no artificial aids to be 
removed that we may arrive at its deformed and 
ferocious visage. It is naked and unadorned, and 
looks directly to the interests of the manufacturers. 
And who are these manufacturers? The very 
name by which they are distinguished from the 
rest of society indicates industry and frugality. 
Who, then, are these who, after vainly endeavor- 
ing to assist themselves, call upon Hercules for 
help? Are they, indeed, honest and industrious 
workmen, who, under this Government—which 
hangs with a feathery lightness upon the people, 
imposing no taxes and few restraints of any kind 
—cannot decently support themselves and their 
families? If it be so, while we deplore their ab- 
ject fate, and our hearts melt, if you please, into 
are for their sufferings, let us still cling to 
the dictates of a sober judgment, and ask our- 
selves one or two plain questions. Let us not, 
borne away by an amiable weakness, afford a re- 
lief, the recollection of which may, in time to 
come, strew thorns upon our pillows. Are the 
manufacturers the majority of this people? It is 
admitted that they form but a small portion of the 

opulation of the United States. Can, then, re- 
ief be afforded to them consistently with the gen- 
eral good, and the principles of the Constitution ? 
Let us examine their case. 

Suppose that a band of distressed weavers—I 
intend no invidious allusion, but am only making 
an effort at familiar illustration—were to apply to 
you for a grant of money annually from your 
treasury for their support. What answer would 
you make? You would say that you could not 
comply with their request; that the public money 
was not placed in your hands to be distributed in 
charitable donations; that, if the Treasury were 
once to be unlocked to prayers of distress, the 
“open sesame” would be in the mouth of every 
one whose afflictions deprived him of ordinary 
comforts. If, then, they ask you to oblige their 
fellow-citizens, the merchants and agriculturists 
to contribute to their relief, since an cannot give 
them money from the public coffers, you would 
indignantly refuse so unreasonable an entreaty. 
You would assure them that you have no power 
over the pockets of these persons but for the sup- 
po of Government; that it would be most unjust 
egislation to coerce men to be charitable contrary 
to their wishes; that the appeal, if necessary, must 
be personal and direct, and not in the imposing 
character of an act of Congress. If, at length, 
hanging upon your skirts with the grasp of a bull- 
dog, they tell you that they are industrious and 
poor; that they cannot bring the goods they fabri- 
cate to market in competition with foreigners, and 
they desire you to impose a high duty upon im- 

ortations that the consumers may be obliged to 

uy their goods at an advanced rate, would your 


es differ from those already given? I think 


not. You would say to them—you but vary your 








967 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 968 
ci  } } &_nenk  Piednerin 











proposition ; the effect is the same. We cannot! perhaps, to the power “to regulate commerce 
give the public treasure, because it belongs to us | with foreign nations.” Is this, then, a bill for the 
to be bestowed only upon certain specified pur- , regulation of commerce? The arguments of jt; 
s, of which this is not one. We cannot ob- advocates, the severity of its provisions, the 
ige others to relieve you, because, as we cannot avowed system to which it belongs, all assure y, 
take money from the Treasury, so we cannot that, instead of regulating, it plots the destruction 
from our constituents, to be lavished upon other of commerce. But why should we go farthe 
than legitimate objects. We cannot produce to than its title and its origin, to prove that it has no 
you an extravagant price for your goods by the Constitutional object in view? It is a bill, not 
imposition of high duties, because it is plain we from the Committee of Ways and Means, or from 
should do that indirectly which it would be im- | the Committee of Commerce, but from the Com. 
proper to do directly. The difference in the price | mittee of Manufactures, for the encouragement of 
of your goods before and after the operation of the ; manufactures. “Out of its own mouth” I draw 
increased duty would be so much of the money of | its condemnation. Where in the Constitution js 
the people taken from them and gratuitously trans- | the grant of power to foster manufactures? [f 
ferred to you. I leave it to the Committee to | gentlemen cannot find it, I ask in what way do 
make the application of the supposed case. But, | we claim jurisdiction over this subject? The 
it is apparent, if the principles avowed be cor- | Constitution, indeed, uses a broad phraseology— 
rect, that this bill, which is for the benefit of | “the general welfare.” In the long lapse of time, 
manufacturers, should not be tolerated. It is at | changes may occur in the condition of this people, 
variance with the best interests of the merchant | by which such a measure as the one under discus. 
and agriculturist; and, indeed, it can be shown, | sion may be brought within the meaning of these 
with those of the manufacturer himself. | words, but it is impracticable to make, with any 
I think the admissions of the chairman of the | propriety, a present application of them. 
Committee of Manufactures, (Mr. Top,) have| Besides, a prohibitory bill (and this amounts to 
ut this matter at rest. He said that the manu- a prohibition of several of the articles enumerat- 
acturers are numerically less than the other por- | ed) must always be in evasion of that part of the 
tion of the community, and added, that a duty | ninth section of the first article of the Constitution, 
upon an article imported, operated an increase of , which declares, “no tax or duty shall be laid on 
price to the consumer. These are evident and | articles exported from any State ;” for it is evi- 
simple truths which nobody would venture to | dent, that if you import, you will export also; 
deny; but take them in connexion, and as ad- | andif you prohibit importations, do you not les- 
mitted ot the advocates of this policy, and they | senordestroy your exports ? In effect, you abridge 
give birth to an inference “strong as proof of holy | that freedom which the Constitution allows to ex- 
writ,” and fatal to the whole system. ports, and you burden them by high duties, pre- 
I have given, sir, some reflection to the Consti- | cisely in the same way, as if you were to resort to 
tutional objection, urged with so much ability, the | excessive taxation. Cases may, indeed, occur, 
other day, by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. | when the power to regulate commerce may pro- 
SmyTa 5 and, although I was at first doubtful if | ceed \o prohibition, but these must be temporary 


it could be relied on, | am now persuaded that it | and wot iasting ; when the intention and desiga | 


is not the least formidable obstacle over which | is, as in the cases of embargo and non-intercourse 
this bill must march to its success. A bill, whose | —to bring foreign nations toa sense of justice; 
object is to improve the revenue, or to regulate | to produce reparation of the injuries inflicted upon 
commerce, must ever be unexceptionable—a bill | us; to suspend commerce for a time, that it may 
to encourage manufactures, and whose effect is to | recover its wonted vigor and activity. 
destroy commerce, may well be objected toonthe| It has been asserted, that the system to prop and 
ground of unconstitutionality. By the Constitu- | support which this bill is intended, is favorable 
tion of the United States, art. 1, sec. 8, power is | alike to the merchant and the cultivator of the 
given to Congress “to lay and collect taxes, du-; soil. It is remarkable, if this be true, that the mer- 
ties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and | chant and agriculturist are so blind as not to per 
provide for the common denn and general | ceive the blessings about to be showered upon them 
welfare of the United States.” Now, will it be | with so prodigal a hand. Have you received pe- 
pretended that this bill, which contemplates an | titions and memorials from these classes in favot 
additional impost, is intended to produce, in any | of the passage of the bill? No, sir; you have 
way, the extinguishment of the public debt? | heard only their remonstrances against it. It was 
No, sir; it would be folly to believe it. Is its ob- | but the other day that certain manufacturers 0! 
ject, then, to provide for the common defence and | hemp desired, in the strongest terms, that you 
neral welfare? So far from improving our de- ; would not ruin them by your patronage. If the 
ces, it breaks down, by the policy it supports, | proposed measure is dcmewhetas by manufac- 
the best defence we have—the Navy! So far| turers, whom you profess directly to benefit; 4 
from promoting the general welfare, we have seen | furtiori, how much more unacceptable must it be 
that it will be productive of serious evils to the | to those, whose advantage is indirectly to be ad- 
t body of the people. It is clear, then, that | vanced. 
Ts Gissbority for its enactment is not to be found The circumstances of the world have brought 
in that part of the Constitution to which our at-| deep distress to our country; I know not whal 
tention has been directed. But it may be traced, 'Jand has been exempt from the sternness of ad- 
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yersity during the last six years. The manufac- 
turers complain—they have notalone been afflicted. 
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operating alone the exclusion of foreign com- 
merce, may be brought to-the fire-side of every 
The merchant has suffered as much, perhaps more. tiller of the soil. He will resort to his fields, his 
The farmer too, has experienced the general ca- | garden, his pastures, his looms, for the supply of 
lamity, but without murmuring, except at the pro- | his wants, and the splendid manufacturing estab- 
tection and relief which you have been about to | lishments, which have sunk to decay, must still 
give to the two other classes, at his expense, in the | remain dilapidated, forlorn, and unregenerate—the 





shape of bankrupt laws and a high tariff. Be-| haunt of owls and the den of foxes! Some en- 

thusiasts may exult in this prospect, and may call 
“independent” the condition of that man who 
feeds on vegetables—wears skins or coarse gar- 
ments, and because his interests do not call him 
to mingle with society, becomes surly and morose. 
It may be so; but, to my mind, such a state of 
being is at war with all social feelings—it is mis- 
anthropy itself. 

Agriculture is to be benefited! I wish the gen- 
tlemen who have held this language had deigned 
to be a little more explicit, and told us how this 
incomprehensible prophecy is to be accomplished. 
You take from agriculture her money and her 
labor, and bestow them upon manufactures; the 
forest no longer bows before the axe, and the 
laborer forsakes the field and the plough for the 
shuttle and the loom; but the interests of agricul- 
ture are promoted in an eminent degree! I con- 
fess my understanding is impenetrable to such an 
argument. I cannot see how it is, that, while 
you subtract from agriculture her active agents 
and her wealth, you are doing her an essential 
service; that, while you are draining her life- 
blood, you are confirming the vigor of her health. 

The honorable Chairman of the Committee of 
Manufactures (Mr. Top) has discovered that the 
abundance of raw materials in our country indi- 
cates the necessity of betaking ourselves to manu- 
factures. The argument is by no means conclu- 
sive. Suppose, Mr. Chairman, that your own 
lands contain great quantities of iron ore, and that 
they lie in the neighborhood of an iron factory, 
owned by another, the machinery of which is in 
the greatest possible perfection, and from which 
you can obtain whatever you may need, at a 
cheaper rate than, with your means, you could 
manufacture your iron ore. Would you not per- 
mit your treasure still to slumber in the bowels of 
the earth, and avail yourself of the industry and 
capital of your neighbor? If every prudent con- 
sideration would dictate such a course, I ask, if 
the gentleman’s argument is not answered? But, 
admit the principle for which the gentleman con- 
tends, it is one which may be resorted to success- 
fully in favor of the great interest of agriculture, 
at once the parent and benefactor of society. Have 
you not the most extensive tracts of country, where 
primeval forests still spread their gigantic shad- 
ows? Are there not savages within your limits 
who have never yet looked upon the face of a 
white man, whose borders have not to this hour 
been invaded by the foot of your citizens? Have 
you not extensive prairies, where the herds of elk 
and buffalo are almost concealed by the luxuriant 
herbage springing from the most fertile soil? And 
does not the possession of these vast uncultivated 
wilds speak strongly the necessity of pert 
agriculture? Long, sir, may it be our policy! 


lieve me, if the prohibitory system is to be adopt- 
ed, you have chosen the moment, of all others, 
the most inauspicious to him; and this bill is, if 
[mistake not, freighted with injuries, particutar- 
lyto the Southern planter. He will be obliged 
to pay higher prices for his fabrics of cotton, hemp, | 
and wool, and for the iron utensils of his farm, at 
a time when his crops are lying in barns or ware- 
houses, scarcely commanding a sale at all; for, 
it is well known, that the price of cotton, since 
the year 1817, has undergone a ruinous depres- 
sion. Already, the merchants of our cities com- 
plain that they cannot sell their merchandise ; that 
the planter, after selling his cotton at reduced | 
prices, returns to his home with the greater por- 
tion of his money, expending little, except for salt, 
sugar, tea, coffee, and iron, which are indispensa- 
bly necessary to him. And yet, at this time, when 
he can scarcely get to market, you raise the price 





of foreign goods, and tell him it is done for his | 


benefit. 

Is it wonderful, if, instead of believing that you 
offer him a kindness, he suspects you of a taunt- 
ing insult? What is it the prohibitory system 
can do for the planter? It obliges him not only 
to pay an extravagant price for goods, which, as 
has been shown, is a tax paid to the manufacturer ; 
but, your revenue from commerce impaired or de- 
stroyed, you make him also pay for the support 
of Government. Thus is he doubly taxed, and 
yet all for his benefit! These blessings are, in 
our apprehension, curses, and we beseech you to 
suffer us to manage our capital, and pursue our 
happiness in our own way. In the words of the 
overgrown booby in the play, who shrunk from 
the bitter medicines his fond mother was continu- 
ally cramming down his throat, under the pre- 
tence of preserving his health, we pray you “ to 
let us and our good alone.” 

But is there not some danger, if the bill passes, 
that it will not make good its promises to the 
manufacturer? The raw material of this coun- 
try is, more or less, in the possession of every 
man. Will not the farmer, then, with a snail- 
like instinctiveness, retire to his own dwelling, 
and fabricate for himself, rather than approach 

our factories, and be subject to their exactions ? 

hat he makes may be coarse, or of bad quality ; 
but what of that? He will forget the elegancies 
and comforts of life, and think only of its neces- 
saries; while he looks abroad upon the wreck of 
commerce, he will exultingly ask 


“ What riches give us, let us then inquire ? 
Meat, fire, and clothes—what more? 
clothes, and fire!” 


Meat, 


Be assured that the restrictive system, instead 
of being co-equal only with your boundaries, and 
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Long may our freemen trace the furrow and turn | which childhood instinctively indulges, of fresh air by 


the glebe; for “the cultivator of his own lands 
is really a master, and more independent of all the 
world than any other occupation can make him.” 
Far distant be the time when the denseness of our 
population and the occupation of our lands shall 
press us into cities and manufacturing establish- 
ments! Look at the youth who is trained to ag- 
ricultural employments! He pursues his business 
in the open air, cheered by the early songs of birds, 
and inhaling health in the breeze of the morning! 
His labors are moderate, his slumbers sound and 
unbroken. Compare him—his virtues, his strength 
of mind and limb—with the poor being who 
breathes the vitiated atmosphere of a manufactory, 
whose toils are incessant, who is surrounded by 
ignorance and vice, from whose senses the loveli- 
ness of nature is shut out, and in its stead are sub- 
stituted the noise and clank of machinery, ~_— 
masses of wrought and rude materials. Make 
this comparison, with unbiassed judgment, and 
then tell me, if we should desire our people to be- 
come a manufacturing people ? 


Sir, I shall be told that I place upon my canvass 
sombre colors, which destroy the resemblance of 
my picture to real life; that the artisans of the 
United States are frugal, honest, industrious, vir- 
tuous. Be itso; it must be so; for the assertion 
comes from the lips of gentlemen in whose sin- 
cerity and experience I have unlimited confidence. 
Let it be remembered, however, that here the pre- 
vailing employments of agriculture and commerce 
temper and subdue the harmful effects of manu- 
facturing labor. I am ready to admit that the 
workmen in the factories of this country are not 
so depraved as those of States further advanced 
in this wretched policy. But, adopt this bill, urge 
the system to its extent, and you will find that 
the vices, which are inseparable from such a state 
of society as you will produce, will flourish with 
detestable luxuriance. As fens and marshes pro- 
duce noxious exhalations prejudicial to life, so 
manufactories generate vices and diseases, de- 
structive at once of intellectual and physical vigor. 
I do not speak without authority; and I call the 
attention of the House, for a moment, to one or 
two extracts, upon this subject, from the Letters of 
Espriella. The work is English, and its author 

ssessed all the means of forming a correct opin- 
ion. His testimony will not be disputed, although 
I allow that his deviations in polities are not as 
much to be excused as his eccentricities in poetry. 
He is speaking of the manufacturing system: 


“In consequence of herding together such numbers 
of both sexes, who are utterly uninstructed in the 
commonest principles of religion and morality, they 
are as debauched and profligate as human beings un- 
der the influence of such circumstances must inevitably 
be; the men drunken, the women dissolute ; however 
high the wages they earn, they are too improvident 
ever to lay by for a time of need; and, although the 
parish is not at the expense of maintaining them when 
children, it has to provide for them in disease induced 
by their mode of life, and in premature debility and 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
New Tarif Bill. 


972 


Fesrvary, 1823, 








— 


day, and of natural sleep by night. They die of dig. 
eases induced by unremitting task work,* by confine. 
ment in the impure atmosphere of crowded rooms, by 
the particles of metallic or vegeisble dust they are con. 
tinually inhaling ; or they live to grow up without de. 
cency, without comfort, and without hope; without 
morals, without religion, and without shame, anj 
bring forth slaves like themselves, to tread in the same 
path of misery. Necessity is the mother of crimes; 
new prisons are built ; new punishments enacted ; byt 
the poor become year after year more numerous, more 
miserable, and more depraved ; and this is the inevita- 
ble tendency of the manufacturing system.” 


The Committee will pardon me for having read 
what is already known to every one, and has been 
often resorted to. These passages, however, seem 
to me to bear so entirely upon the question, that | 
could not resist the temptation to introduce them, 
If, then, the brilliancy of your system shall entice 
European manufacturers to your establishments, 
what an exchange do you make! Instead of the 
comforts and elegances of life; instead of that 
growing intelligence which commerce produces 
and diffuses, you import a motley crowd of vices in 
the characters and examples of these foreign |a- 
borers. 

The bill proposes high duties upon the manv- 
factures of hemp and wool, which are most neces- 
sary to the poor. I am sorry for it; because, in 
this country, where property is more equally dis- 
tributed, perhaps, than in any other, there is a 
sympathy towards poverty that must be roused 
and tortured by any attempt to increase the neces- 
sary expenses of the poor man, or to wring from him 
his hard earnings for any other urpose than that 
of promoting the public good. If we must raise the 
tariff, let us cast about for luxuries; for those 
things which are not wanted by the indigent, 
and which they are accustomed to do without. 
Let us resort to the purses of the wealthy and the 
proud; but do not, I beseech you, curtail the en- 
joyments of the poor, and take the few lingering 
cents from their already wasted pockets. 

It is admitted by the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, (Mr. Bucuanan,) that woollens should be 
stricken from the bill, because, said he, we have 
it not in our power to supply this vast continent 
at present. May not the same reason apply to the 
omission of several other articles in the bill, par- 
ticularly to hemp and linens? I ask the gentle- 
man to test the several items by its principle, and 
then to inform us how much of the whole bill 
will remain. 

We are told by the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Manufactures that we have given for the 

last two years an immense sum for woollens, cot- 
tons, hemp, and its manufactures, iron, lead, and 
glass, the materials of which are inexhaustible in 
our own country ; which sum of upwards of fifty- 
five millions he is pleased to consider a tribute 
paid to foreign nations. 1am ready to adopt the 





*The manufacturers of Sheffield, Birmingham, and 


old age.” Again: “They are deprived in childhood | Manchester, labor from fourteen to seventeen hours in 
of all instruction and all enjoyment; of the sports in | the day. 
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maxim, ‘millions for defence, but not a cent for 
tribute.” But I would ask the honorable gentle- 
man if the manufacturer pays a tribute to the 
merchant when he exchanges his bale of cloth for 
groceries OF ds; if the merchant pays tribute 
when he exchanges his commodities for the pro- 
duction of the farmer; if the farmer pays tribute 
when he yields the fruits of his labor or his money 
in retarn for merchandise, more valuable than 
either, received from the manufacturer or mer- 
chant? Sir, what is called a “tribute” is nothing 
more than the regular course of commerce. If we 
could purchase to our advantage at home we 
would do'so; as we cannot, we buy from foreign 
countries; and, vee oe we may obtain goods, 
the price paid for which is immense, let it always 
be remembered, that we give ‘“ what we want less, 
for what we want more.” The gentleman’s long 
list of figures only proves, then, that we have ob- 
tained from abroad what is more valuable to us 


© than the articles exported ; that we get these things 


more cheaply than we could get them at home; | 
that the disasters of the times have not deprived | 
us of our capacity to import—of our energy—of 
our commercial enterprise. 

It is insisted that the grain-growers will be 
benefited by an increase of the tariff, because, we 
are informed, manufactures will create a demand 
for grain. How is this? The same persons, it 
seems, Who are now scattered over the country, 
and consume the grain, will be collected in manu- 


factories. The place of the consumer, then, is | crease of revenue. 


only changed; the consumption must remain the 
same. But the competition in producing grain 
will be less, and, consequently, the profits greater. 
To this it may be replied, so long as lands may be 


f easily obtained, so long as there is a capacity to 


produce grain at a profit, there will be people 
enough engaged in this branch of industry to pre- 
vent the extravagant emoluments which are ex- 
pected from the encouragement of manufactures. 


| Besides, if labor-saving machinery be generally 


» introduced, the factories will require fewer hands, 
» and the greater proportion of the consumers of 


bers eee oN, 


» grain will remain where they now are. 


After considering most of the arguments which 
have been used to convince or reconcile the friends 
of agriculture to this bill, I am brought to this con- 
clusion—it is one, I believe, wholly adverse to the 
proposed measure—that the greatest blessing of a 
free citizen is to be permitted to produce within 
himself what he shall need, at the least possible 


| expense, and to procure, in the same manner, what 


| hecannot produce. Thus, he will be enabled to 
| supply the reasonable wants of himself and his 
family, and to support the Government of his 


choice. 





opinions of the people are known, they should 
meet our utmost respect and attention. I venture, 
then, to assert, that a majority of the people of the 
United States are unfriendly to this measure; be- 
cause I cannot believe or conceive that a bill of- ' 
fensive to that majority can be approved by it. If 
you pass the bill in contradiction to the will of the 
peop e what are you to expect? Do you remem- 

er that the resistance to taxation produced the 
Revolution? Sir, I make no threat; I have no 
idea of a bloody opposition from any quarter; but 
I may be permitted to predict that if this meas- 
ure obtains there will be a revolution—not in our 
form of Government, but in its administration ; 
not consummated by fire and sword, but by the 
force of public opinion. We who employ our- 
selves in this place in forging fetters for the people 
shall sit here no longer. No Administration can 
embrace the prohibitory system and retain its 
popularity. 

I have heard it gravely remarked that the bill 
is intended to prosper commerce and increase rev- 
enue, and that it only indirectly protects manu- 
factures. I should have stronger faith in the as- 
sertion if the project had come from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, or of Ways and Means. But 
the whole language of the bill leads to a different 
result, and, indeed, it is apparent that the syst 
itis intended to support, and which has hereto- 
fore been, and will hereafter be urged in greater 
extent, is opposed both to commerce and to an in- 
If you go on step by step, as 
you have done, in the encouragement of manu- 
factures, it is evident that you will weaken com- 
merce in proportion as you give strength to man- 
ufactures. If you supply your wants ata home 
market you will not resort to a foreign mart, and 
you cannot expect other nations to covet your ex- 
ports when you erect a barrier against theirs. You 
may cause manufactures to flourish, but you will 
plant them upon the ruins of commerce, and of 
revenue derived from it, upon which this Govern- 
ment has hitherto mainly relied for its support. 
It is a political maxim that light imposts improve 
revenue; heavy duties diminish it. All history 
and experience prove this truth, and it is therefore 
out of the question that an ample revenue from 
imports and a high tariff can exist together. You 
might as well expect to unite fire and water in 
harmony. Your revenue destroyed, to what will 
youresort? The Government must be sustained— 
to what sources will youapply ? The alternative 
is before you, and a dreadful one itis. You must 
incur a debt which shall hang with the weight of 
a millstone around the necks of the people, or you 
must resort to excises—excises, at the bare men- 
tion of which your citizens start, shudder, and 


The wishes of our constituents—I say our con- | grow pale! But one of the most deplorable con- 


' stituents, because I believe that each individual | sequences of a high tariff is the practice of smug- 


among us is charged with the interests of this! gling—an evil greater than the plagues by which 
whole people, and we have all sworn to support| the Monarch of the hardened heart was visited. 
the Constitution, and the Constitution was adopt-| It filches from the Treasury that which the law 
ed for the “promotion of the general welfare”— | allows to it, lessens the profits of the fair trader, 
the wishes of our constituents should have great | and it will deprive the manufacturer himself of 
influence over us. Iam not altogether prepared | the blessings of his favorite system. It depraves 
to aver the right of instruction, but when the| the moral sense, inculcates disobedience to the 
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laws, destroys patriotism, and diminishes the con- 
fidence with which every good citizen loves to 

e upon the Government by which he is pro- 
tected. This mother of all abominations is fos- 
tered and protected by this scheme, which we are 
called upon this day to advance by our votes. 
This is not all. A consequence which must flow 
from these restraints upon commerce, and which 
we ought earnestly to consider, is the destruction 
of our Navy. If commerce be destroyed where- 
fore should we have a Navy? No, sir; we may 
order our vessels into port; determined to live 
within ourselves, we shall have no intercourse 
with foreign nations. We shall, indeed, save the 
expenses of our present Naval Establishment, but 
I tear we shall lose much more than we gain. 
Our gallant vessels of war, recalled from every 
sea, will shrink into gunboats; our proud mer- 
chantmen into miserable bay craft. Our sailors, 
whose superior skill and courage have been the 
admiration of the world, will sink into the inert- 
ness of a coasting trade, or, forgetful of glory, to 
obtain a precarious subsistence, consort with smug- 
gine. Our naval commanders, their “ march” no 
onger “on the mountain wave,” their “ home’ no 
more “upon the deep,” will retire to your shores, 
and, looking wistfully upon the wide ocean, will 
lament that their 


‘Battered hulks ”’ 
** Can’t be rigg’d out for sea once more.” 


We have heard it said that something is due to 
manufactures, because the nation has done so 
much for commerce. Not so. Commerce has 
done every thing for herself; she has furnished her 
own capital, her own laborers ; she pays her own 
expenses, and does not require any portion of the 
community to be taxed for her benefit. And what 
if you have sometimes expended your blood and 
treasure in defence of “free trade and sailors’ 
rights?” you but afford protection to that com- 
merce by which your Government is supported ; 
which produces for you markets abroad, and is the 
foe of monopoly and scarcity at home; that com- 
merce which is at once your “ safeguard and your 
sweet honor.” May we not, Mr. Chairman, con- 
clude, from what has been said, that, if the bill 
passes, we lessen the profits of agriculture and 
commerce—we diminish the revenue—we doubly 
tax the people—we injure the public morals—we 
place ourselves, bound hand and foot, in the pow- 
er of the manufacturer ? 

The distresses and embarrassments er which 
the country has labored, are attributed tb the pres- 
ent state of the tariff, by the influence of which, 
it is said, we have imported extravagantly—the 
balance of trade is against us, and we are burden- 
ed with debt. Now, the inconveniences which 
all classes have suffered, have arisen, not from ex- 
cessive importations alone, but froma combination 
of various causes. An universal peace, which in- 
creased the capacity to produce beyond the de- 
mand every where; the particular effect of peace 
upon our own country, which brought an influx 
of foreign goods to our markets, to the injury of 

many manufactories that had grown up and 
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thriven in a state of war; the avarice of import. 
ers, who grasped at more than they could acco. 
plish, et thus increased the supply in our coup. 
try beyond the demand; the establishment o/ 
banks, and the depreciation of a paper currence 

by whose extravagant emission the whole lan 
was inundated ; the efforts of the nation to estab. 
lish its paper medium upon a metallic basis; these 
and many other causes, some of which, perhaps, 
lie so deep as not yet to have been discovered) 
have certainly produced much individual distress 
and a foreign debt, which I am far from thinking 
as formidable as gentlemen suppose. The honor. 
able member from New York, (Mr. Campreteng 
to whom I would, as the representative of an agri- 
cultural and commercial people, tender thanks for 
his active opposition to this measure, and the sys- 
tem it abets,) and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
have shown how little reliance is to be placed 
upon the custom-house returns, to prove the bal- 
ance of trade to be against us. Indeed it some. 
times happens that the apparent excess of imports 
over exports, is a proof that our commerce is pros- 
perous; that we obtain that which is greater in 
value from that which is less in value. But | 
forbear ; this part of the subject has been lucidly 
explained by a gentleman from Kentucky, who 
peronen me in the debate, (Mr. Montcomery.) 

et us admit, fora moment, that excessive im- 
portations have produced the evils before mention- 
ed. There is one consolation remaining to us. 
These evils are temporary. They will effect their 
own cure; there is no necessity to abandon our 
peer. Men are governed by their interests, and 
they are quick to perceive, and sedulous to pursue 
them. If the merchant has imported too largely, 
he will import less. The farmer who has bought 
beyond his means, will curtail his purchases. The 
manufacturer who finds himself sinking money, 
will seek some other channel into which he may 
profitably direct his capital. Thus, by a slow pro- 
cess, but surely, in the exercise of economy and 

rudence, we shall extricate ourselves from the 

abyrinths in which we have wandered, and re 
gain the broad and men highway of prosperity. 

Demand and supply, if let alone, will Sadek 
each other. But fancy that the wishes of our op- 
ponents are realized; and let us ask if it be true 
that we are to enjoy the happiness promised to us! 
Because commerce is confined to ourselves, is it, 
therefore, to be free from fluctuations and embar- 
rassments? Are our people to become wise, and 
pense’ and virtuous, because you exact a pro- 

ibition of foreign goods? Will our farmers cease 
to make bad bargains ; our merchants to overtrade; 
our manufacturers to vest capital in branches ol 
industry, whose profits may not be commensurate 
with their expectations? Sir, we suffer our im- 
patience of ill, and our hopes of better things, to 
delude us. The passions of men may be in some 
measure subdued by legislation, but you cannol 
destroy them. 

Pass the bill, and I ask gentlemen, according ‘0 
their own arguments, what will it avail them? 
You tell us, that, when the additional duty is im- 
posed, the price of the manufacture is enhanced ; 
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but, you say; only fora time. To prove your po- 
sition true, you point us to the case of coarse cot- 
ton goods. There was, we are informed, a terri- 
ble clamor when this duty was first proposed ; | 
the distress of the poor was predicted; the duty 
was condemned as prohibitory in its character ; 
the manufacturer was declared to be benefited at 
the expense of every body else; when, lo! after 
the duty had produced its full effect, coarse cot- 
tons, of better fabric than those formerly import- | 
ed, were to be had at a rate infinitely cheaper than 
their cost when the duty was applied. Now, with- 
for the true causes of the diminution 
in price of this article, and which have been de- 
veloped satisfactorily by others, I will take the 
case as it is put, and desire to know how the man- 
ufacturer is to be benefited, if the same effect is 
produced upon every article the importation of 
which is prohibited? You tell us that foreigners 
undersell you, and ask us to enable you so to sell 
as to pay you for your labor and the use of your 
capital. e agree. You arrange the tariff as 
ou please. The price of manufactures advances ; 
but soon it falls, and you are able to sell for less 
than the price of the imported article before the 
duty was advanced. Is not this result ruinous ? 
When you cannot at this moment compete with 
the foreigner, how happens it that, in a short time, 
you will be able to undersell him, at a reduction 
of 50 or 90 per cent.? Believe me, Mr. Chair- | 
man, if, by the influence of competition, the prices 
of manufactures shall fall, Congress will still be 
wearied with petitions to encourage home indus- 
try. I here take occasion to remark, that Mr. 
Hamilton, an authority much relied upon, was of 
opinion that bonnties should be highest at first, 
and, whenever any branch of industry long re- 
quired them, it was a proof that it ought not to be 
persevered in. 

May it net be well to consider, for the sake of 
the manufacturers themselves, if public opinion 
will not force you to retrace your steps, and to re- 
en any law you may pass upon this subject ? 
f you enact an extravagant tariff, it will doubt- 
less be to the interest of many to withdraw from 
other pursuits, and seek wealth by manufacturing. 
But the public voice censures the measure, and 
destroys the law! The same consequences then 
will ensue that followed the war. Again your 
factories will tumble into ruins, and the hopes of 
their framers vanish like the visions of the night. 

Before we are required to pass this act, gentle- 
men should make out their case. They should 
show us that the distresses of the manufacturers 
exceed those of the rest of the community, and 
that our assistance is necessary to their success. 
For every decayed manufacturer, I will show you 
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was delighted, assured us that 
some of our goods are competing with foreign 
goods in foreign markets, contrary to the most 
sanguine expectations entertained but nine years 
ago. Upon what, then, does th2 claim to your 
patronage rest? What is the cause of the ill suc- 
cess of those who have failed in a business which 
is acknowledged to be profitable? A single ex- 
pression from the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. BucHanan) gives me the ready answer to 
these questions. He tells us it is melancholy to 
pass through a certain portion of his State, where 
convenient locations and raw materials abound, 
and yet the factories are decayed and ruinous! 
He admits, nevertheless, that certain manufactu- 
rers have succeeded. Who are they? Men pos- 
sessed of skill and capital. Who are those who 
do not succeed, and who implore your aid? Men 
who have neither skill nor capital. Can you ren- 
der them the assistance they need? You cannot. 
You have not capital to give them. You cannot 
dissipate the languor of sloth by which they are 
spell-bound. 

A gentleman from South Carolina, now no 
more, upon whose bier the tears of this nation 
have fallen, who deeply reflected upon this sub- 
ject, as he did upon every other, declared, upon 
this floor, that the United States paid more, in 
proportion to our income, in support of manufac- 
tures, than any other nation upon earth. 

I beg leave to quote, for the benefit of those 
who are devoted to the restrictive policy, a single 
sentence from the pen of Dr. Franklin: “ The 
‘ most of the statutes, acts, edicts, arrets, and pla- 
‘cards of Parliaments, Princes, and States, for 
‘regulating and directing and restraining trade, 
‘have, we think, been either political blunders or 
‘jobs obtained by artful men for private advan- 
‘tage, under pretence of public good.” 

We are told of the prosperity of European na- 
tions who encourage manufactures. Sir, what- 
ever that prosperity may be, and to whatsoever 
causes owing, gentlemen can scarcely be serious, 
when they compare their Governments with ours, 
the prosperity and happiness of their subjects and 
our citizens. Their institutions may be fair and 
beautiful in the distant prospect; yet, like the 
apples on the Dead Sea shore, they are lovely to 
the eye, but dust and bitterness to the taste. Their 
splendid monuments, extensive armies and na- 
vies, their gilded palaces, and lofty columns, may 
dazzle the sight and delight the imagination, but 
they conceal from the view, care, penury, corrup- 
tion, and taxation, upon the necessaries of life! 
Yes, sir, taxation upon the necessaries of life, 
which has been said, with perfect justice, to be a 
“ curse equal to the barrenness of the soil and the 


amerchant who is bankrupt, or a planter who is | inclemency of the heavens.” 


I will respond to you “sigh for 
If you declare that 


impoverished. 
sigh, and groan for groan.” 


When Mr. Reip had concluded— 
Mr. Crupvup, of North Carolina, said, before 


the aid of Government is essential, I point to the | the vote is taken upon this question, he must beg 


flourishing factory at Waltham, and that is my ! the indulgence of the Committee, whilst he made 
answer! Indeed, it is admitted that manufac-|a few remarks upon the subject. 1 promise them 
tures have advanced rapidly to importance during | (said Mr. C.) that I will not be lengthy, for lam 
the last thirty years; and the gentleman from | apprized that their patience must be already con- 
New Jersey, (Mr. Hotcomse,) with whose elo-! siderably exhausted, and that it will be with the 
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greatest reluctance that they yield their attention | my most cordial, though feeble support. But so 
to any further observations upon the subject. And | long as it remains a matter of mere opinion o 
I am also apprized of tie impracticability of say- | speculation, unsustained by cogent reasoning or 
ing scareely any thing uyon the subject, without | conclusive argument, I must exercise the privilege 
treading upon ground which has been previously | to think for myself, and be permitted to say, that 
occupied by those who have gone before me. And / the calculation to me appears, at least, extremely 
I greatly despair, after so much has been said, of giv- | doubtful. In fact, the slightattention which I have 
ing it that interest to which it is so justl eitehed: paid to the subject, has brought my mind to an 
But I am opposed to the bill, and hope I shall not | entirely different conclusion from that formed 
be considered obtrusive in stating some of the | the advocates of the bill. And notwithstanding 
principal objections, which I have to its passage. | the onus probandi falls upon them, we take it upon 
In doing which, I shall study as much brevity as | ourselves to show, that the greater probability js 
may be consistent with perspicuity. And I would | on our side of the question. We think that they 
not presume to think for a moment, that, at this | have failed to sustain a single position which they 
protracted period of the debate, I shall be able to | have assumed. And let us, said Mr. C., for a 
shed any new - oe upon the subject. The highest | moment attend to the grounds taken in support of 
object which I can hope to attain, will be, to | the bill; and ae 
offer, in my own way, a summary of the view| st. That the balance of trade is against us. 
which I have taken of the subject ; which, whilst | How do gentlemen ascertain this fact? By the 
it may be considered as a justification of the vote | custom-house documents ? They are not sufficient 
which I shall give upon the question, it may serve | evidence to warrant such a conclusion. They 
also to show my wiliaquess, at least, to add my | give us correct accounts only of the importations ; 
mite against any measure, which I am persuaded | but do not, nor cannot, give us correct returns of 
will have deleterious effects, or may be calculated | the exportations. If they were to be relied upon 
to operate peculiarly oppressive, not only upon my | as conclusive evidence upon this subject, it would 
immediate constituents, but upon a large and re- | — that the nation has always imported, in 
yg mae portion of that community, which I have | value, more than ithas exported. And, supposin 
the honor in part to represent. And the only | this to be the fact, what would be the inference? 
apology which I am disposed to offer for troubling | That the resources of the nation were inexhausti- 
the Committee upon this occasion, is, the wide | ble—a supposition which involves the greatest 
—— of discussion which the bill has assumed; | obscurity. Whilst the custom-house documents, 
the high and general interest which it has excited ; | on the one hand, give us full accounts of the in- 
and the acknowledged importance of its character. | portations, on the other hand, they give very im- 
And since it is the first time, that I have been able | perfect accounts of the exportations. To the ac- 
to get my own consent to take any part in the | count of the exportations, should be added the 
debate upon this floor, I flatter myself that I shall | freight of all the importations and exportations 
meet with the most liberal indulgence from the | made in American vessels, (which includes nearly 
Committee and from the Chair. Should I, how- | the whole of both;) the value of foreign articles 
ever, in the course of the few remarks which 1 | imported in vessels engaged in the trade of the 
am about to make, deviate, in any very conside- | Northwest coast and Pacific ocean ; the proceeds 
rable degree, from the parliamentary rules of de- | of the labor and enterprise of those concerned 
bate, I shall submit with perfect acquiescence and | therein; and the same additions to the invoice 
great pleasure to the corrections of the Chair, or | value of exports, as are required by law to be made 
= member of the Committee. 'of the imports. After a statement of these facts 
he bill, Mr. C. said, has been introduced with | (for a confirmation of which I refer gentlemen to 
great ingenuity, and presented before us in a very | the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
imposing attitude. Asa preface to its introduc- | laid upon our tables at the commencement of the 
tion, an alarm has been loudly sounded in our | present session) I conclude that the uniform pros- 
ears—that the balance of trade is against us ; that | perity of the nation is prima facie evidence that the 
we are consequently tending, as rapidly as the! balance of trade isin our favor. To besure, there 
wheels of time can move, to national bankruptcy ; | has been a great depression in the commercial 
and that, unless we divert our course, we shall | world, which has been felt in every part of the 
soon plunge into the vortex of irretrievable ruin. | body politic ; but it has been only the reaction of 
But that, if we will only pass the bill now urged | that mental excitement which was occasioned by 
upon = by so many weighty considerations, that the wars in Europe and America, and which, upon 

















we shall not only escape the impending evil, but | the ratification of peace, run into a speculating 
that great practical good will be the result—that | maniaism. This depression, I say, is only the 
our revenue will be increased, agriculture and | consequence which would naturally follow sucha 
commerce promoted, employment given to surplus | course of things; and which (if uninterrupted) 
hands, and funds, which lie inactive in our coun- | will gradually regulate itself. But it can derive 
try; and finally, that permanent security and | no assistance from the bill now before us. 
stability will be given to our independence, par-| 2d. But it is said that it will increase the rev- 
ticularly in time of war. These are important, | enue. 

interesting, and desirable objects. AndcouldIbe| The friends of the bill, to bring themselves to 
assured that the picture, which has been drawn | this conclusion, must take for granted that which 
in such glowing colors, was true, it should have | we think too improbable to be admitted. It can 
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ly be presumed that the same amount of im- 
rtations will be kept up, after increasing the 
duties as contemplated by this bill. The greater 
pability is, that it will amount to a total pro- 
ibition of many articles, and reduce the quantity 
imported of many others, perhaps of all, and thereby 
tly a the ao, It wil es 
i oO great is the love of money, that 
rk for it life, liberty, and reputation. 
This is exemplified in the piracies and slave trade, 
which are carried on under the most awful respon- 
sibilities. It will certainly retard the sales and re- 
duce the price of the oe lands, a source of con- 
siderable revenue to the country. So that the ar- 
gament, that it will increase the revenue, appears 
to me to be forced, far-fetched, and untenable. 
And it is too apparent to be mistaken, that the 
converse of that proposition is true. 
3d. But it is said that it will promote agricul- 
tureand commerce. I should like, Mr. Chairman, 
toknow in what way? Will it insure higher 
prices for produce, and reduce the necessary ar- 
ticles of merchandise? [ should think that it 
would have entirely a different effect. By doing 
away foreign competition, it will give rise to ex- 
tortion. And the high prices demanded for wool- 
len cloths, during the last war, (when the candor 
of the proprietors compelled them to acknowledge, 
that they could afford them much lower,) justifies 
such a conclusion. It may draw off a few labor- 
ers from tilling the soil; the most honorable, 
(though not the most honored, ) the most indepen- 
dent, the most healthful, and the most happy of all 
employments, and thereby retard the progress of 
agriculture. It may also draw off sailors from the 
irregularity, the anxiety, and the unhappiness of 
a life, and fix them in factories ; but, by 
this, it will rather impede than facilitate the course 
of commerce ; so that I conclude, that it may clog 
and injure, but cannot promote either agriculture 
or commerce. 
4th. But, it is also said, that it will give em- 
ployment to surplus funds and hands which lie 
inactive in our country. With regard to surplus 


' funds, would ask, whether there be no objects of 
> speculation in which men of capital may profitably 
| employ their money? None, Mr. Chairman, we 
| presume, so profitable as manufacturing establish- 
' ments would be, upon the passage of this bill ; but 
| I should be very unwilling to gratify their avarice 
| to the manifest injury of so large a portion of our 


' fellow-citizens. 


And again, I would ask, sir, if 


_ there be so much surplus money in the country, 


ete Eee ee ee 


' surplus funds in t 


- how gentlemen will account for it, in accordance 


with the argument, that the balance of trade is 


} against us, and that we are tending to national 
' bankruptey? This has been the language for 


many years, and ee they tell us that there are 
e country; and, with regard to 


' the surplus hands spoken of, 1 would say, that, 


Ree peat: S 


if there be any idle, it must arise from an indolent 
disposition, and not a want of inducement to labor. 
o the American people want inducements to 


| labor? They have inducements enough in the 


_ profits and pleasures of agriculture, commerce, the 
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and those high and honorable professions which 
are open to all. We have no feteditary emolu- 
ments or titles of honor in this country ; and I say 
it with peculiar pleasure, that the young man of 
genius and application, (no matter how humble 
his birth,) may aspire to even the Executive chair. 

5th. But, lastly, it is said, that it is necessary to 
give security and stability to our independence, 
particularly in time of war. 

Should this, Mr. Chairman, be correct, it can 
only be in a very small degree; and I am persuaded 
that the injury, which a large majority of the 
community would sustain by the passage of the 
bill, would more than counterbalance any good 
which might result from it, even should another 
war occur. No, sir, the only safe reliance, in time 
of war, must be placed in the patriotism of our 
fellow-citizens, who are willing, . >on all neces- 
sary occasions, to sacrifice their lives upon the 
altar of liberty. Witness the privations and suf- 
ferings they endured in the Revolutionary and late 
war with Great Britain. We struggled through 
these bloody scenes without these manufacturing 
establishments, and I presume that we should do 
as well under similar trials. Not that I am opposed 
to manufactures—I am greatly in favor of them; 
but I wish them to support themselves, and not to 
be promoted at the expense of agriculture and 
commerce. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Chairman, as a nation, I 
think we are doing very well. But it would 
seem that gentlemen wish us, by the adoption of 
this measure, to do better. And to this, I think 
an anecdote which I have heard, may appropri- 
ately be applied. An Italian physician directed 
this epitaph to be inscribed upon his tomb, that 
“ he was well, but wished to be better, took medi- 
cine, and died.” 

But, sir, 1 am opposed to the design of the bill, 
because it is intended for the benefit of the few 
and not the many; and these few, too, not the 
poor, (who should always be especially regarded 
in legislation,) but the rich—men of capital. I 
am opposed to the principle of the bill, because it 
is anti-republican. Free trade is essential to our 
liberty; but we are about to change it for re- 
striction, which is characteristic of monarchy, 
and should never be introduced into our system 
of legislation but with the greatest precaution. 
To the probable effects of the bill I have many 
objections, but shall mention only a few. It will 
bear unequally hard upon a large portion of the 
community—upon the Southern and Western 
States, particularly the cotton makers and tobacco 
planters. It will produce a fluctuation in the 
prices of articles of agriculture and commerce, 
and be a shock upon both not far short of an em- 
bargo; and the country is not in a situation, at 
present, to sustain this shock. It will be an indi- 
rect tax, which, by diminishing the revenue, I fear 
will soon be followed with the necessity of a di- 
rect tax. 

In every country there is some main interest, 
which it will be the policy of the legislative pow- 
er to pursue, to promote, and cherish. In Eng- 


» mechanical employments, the pursuits of science, | land, a small island in the midst of the ocean, 
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ee EE. 
containing about 170 inhabitants to each square | this Government. To those merchants whom 
mile, this interest is manufactures and com-| that gentleman now represents, and to those plant. 
merce. The British nation has long since seen | ers whom he wished to excite. 

and pursued it with an undeviating course, and| It is with surprise, Mr. Chairman, that I now 
hence they have become so famous for both. | for the first time, have heard Constitutional ob: 
But, Mr. Chairman, what is the main interest of | jections to this question ; and, sir, what increases 
America? Manufactures? No. Commerce? No. | that surprise not a little, is, its coming from sec. 
But Agriculture. And the extent of our territory, | tions of the country, from whence they were the 
the fertility of our soil, the salubrity and adapta- | first to come here in sackcloth, and upon thei; 
tion of our climate to the productions of the marrow-bones, to implore its adoption. [Herp 
earth, render it but too obvious to be mistaken, Mr. Van Wyck was called to order by Mr. Rusa. 
that this is our main interest. Let us then never | When no infringement of the rules could be shown 
clog, but facilitate its progress with all our ener-, by Mr. Ruea, Mr. Van Wyck was again per. 
gy- And we may look forward, with pea mitted to proceed.) When he observed that he 
anticipation, to the time when “ the desert shall | had no intention of violating the rules of the 
literally become a fruitful field, and the wilder- | House, nor lessening the decorum that should be 
ness shall flourish and blossom as the rose.”” Com- | observed, and was happy to find that that viola- 
merce is certainly a very convenient and useful | tion only existed in the highly stimulated imagip- 
handmaid to agriculture, and may, therefore, be ation of the gentleman from Tennessee. Wit) 
regarded in that point of view. And so manu-/| leave, then, Mr. Chairman, may I now be per. 
factures may become. But let them first estab-| mitted to inquire of the gentleman from Georgia, 
lish their claim to this special regard, and they | (Mr. Curnpert,) who made these Constitutional 
will no doubt receive it. With these few simple | objections, why they were not discovered and 
remarks, sir, I conclude, by expressing my san- | made known in 1789, when a duty of three cents 
guine hope that the motion to strike out the en- | a pound was laid on cotton, throwing the culture 
acting clause will prevail. of that article into hisown hands? May I also be 


When Mr. Crupup had finished— | permitted to inquire of the gentleman from Massa- 
The question, on striking out the enacting | chusetts,(Mr. GornaM,) who made the same ob- 
clause, was loudly called for. | jections, why these were not discovered and made 


Mr. Van Wyck, however, obtained the floor;' known in 1789, when a high tonnage duty was 
but, at the suggestion of Mr. Epwarps, of North | laid on foreign vessels, excluding them from your 
Carolina, he gave way to a motion for the Com-| shores? And may I also be permitted to inquire 
mittee to rise; which motion was negatived—| of that gentleman, too, why these Constitutional 
ayes 63, noes 82. Mr. Van Wyck then proceeded | objections were not made in 1790, when the dis- 
in his speech in favor of the bill, as follows: He | criminating duties were laid on goods imported 
observed that it was with much difficulty he had | in foreign vessels, throwing almost the whole of 
summoned resolution to offer his feeble views to | that branch of industry into the hands of those 
the Committee. From the great sensibility ex-| merchants he represents ? 
pressed on this question, he did not know but it! Mr. Chairman, whilst we listen to the song of 
would have been prudent in him to have left the | the syren, we should cautiously avoid the mon- 
subject to others of stronger nerves than he pos-| ster. Whilst 1 am constrained to admire the 
sessed. ‘eloquence, ingenuity, and zeal of those genile- 

He, however, observed, that it was not his in-' men, may I be permitted to caution this House 
tention to increase this excitement. I shall, said | to stand back from a chasm, into which it may 
he, Mr. Chairman, only endeavor to prove, that | fall, if it receives and acknowledges premises s0 
it is not the object of the friends of this measure, | false. 
as the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. TartNnatt) | I have said, sir, that I shall only endeavor to 
apprehends, to take from one citizen of the Uni-| prove this. It will, sir, only be an endeavor. 
ted States, violently and fraudulently, his prop-| For I have not the faintest impression, that any 
erty, and give it to another. But I shall merely | observations I may make, will change a single 
endeavor to show, that it is now time to protect | vote. It is for this, and from its importance, and 
our Northern citizens from an unequal and an/| the variety of opinions entertained respecting it, 
unfair competition in our own markets from for- that I feel disposed to offer a few reasons, how- 
eigners. From those foreigners who never have, | ever feeble they may be, that shall govern my 
nor never will, participate with them in theirs,} vote in its decision. As delicately situated, sir, 
unless compelled from necessity, or directed by| on this subject, as the President of the United 
interest. | States may have been, yet, at the opening of this 

I shall also endeavor to prove that the doctrine | session, he was sufficiently explicit. Nothing 
of resistance, advanced the other day by the gen-| more to expect from his country than the cele- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. GorwaM,) was, | brity he may acquire from the good effects of his 
the least you could say of it, unreasonable and | administration, we may, therefore, I think, ven- 
ungrateful. Because, sir, there is no new princi- | ture to attach some weight to his opinion. 
ple contained in this bill. Itis nothing more than; But, sir, independent of that—this question, ab- 
an extension of the same system of protection | stractedly considered, has never, for a single mo- 
that was so promptly afforded to our merchants | ment, left a doubt on my mind. Taken, however, 
and planters immediately after the organization of | in the ordinary way, freighted with all the opin- 
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ions and views of the different writers and theorists | 
on this subject, it is not a matter of wonder, that | 
so many of our best statesmen should recede from | 
each other, as they progress in debate. Divest it , 
of all this; let it be taken up as a prudent house- | 
keeper, or the father of a family would a subject 
relating to his own concerns, and we cannot miss | 
the way. For it is simply a question that regards 
the economy of the nation; anda nation thus | 
situated, is but a family guided by its head; ora 
family with its head, is the same as a nation di- 
rected by its government, in miniature. 

If then, there is this similarity between the 
management of a family, and the economy of a 
nation, this question may be much simplified. 
All these theoretical visions may be laid aside, | 
and every practical man may venture to reflect, 
and form an opinion. In this he will be brought | 
to the following conclusion : That the same cause 
which occasions the rise and fall of different fami- 
lies in the same society, will produce the same 
effect in different nations where intercourse is un- 
restrained by commercial laws; and he will find, 
too, that that cause may almost wholly be attri- 
buted to the different degrees of industry and econ- 
omy, indolence, and profusion. Accident, good 
or bad fortune, comparatively, have no effect in 
these events. For, if a nation, however numer- 
ous, was cut off from communicating with al] 
other nations, and every family and individual in 
that nation were alike industrious and economi- 
cal, their relative wealth would forever remain 
the same. All the casualties they would be liable 
to, the loss of crops by a blight, or any other ac- 
cidental occurrence, would scarcely be perceptible. 

But, sir, if you will only let the ordinary course 
of things operate, plant the industrious and frugal, 
promiscuously, amongst the indolent and profuse, 
not a generation would pass before there would 
be almost a total revolution in the wealth of the 
families composing that nation. Hence the words 
good and bad fortune might profitably be stricken | 
out of the American language. Instead of going 
to work and economising, we, from a misconcep- 
tion of their powers, stand and look for some 
favorable event—perbaps for another European | 
war. 

It is true, nature has been extremely bountiful. 
But it is equally true, that, in the distribution of 
her favors, she has left them, as it were, in a state 
of chaos. Our efforts and cares are, therefore, 
daily necessary ; and it is, perhaps, in the proper 
exercise of these alone, that we are raised above 
the brutes, and distinguished from the savages. 

If, then, an association of families be thus oper- 
ated upon by these causes, we may, with safety, 
suppose, that the same effect would be produced in 
a community of nations where intercourse is not 
impeded by commercial regulations. Because, in 
such a state of things, the whole world, commer- 
cially, would be as one nation. And its wealth 
would readily be transferred from those countries 
that are the least industrious and frugal, to others 
of a different character. Nothing, sir, would pre- 
vent it. Since the general peace, this nation has 
been a striking illustration of this fact. For the 
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slightest survey leaves not a doubt that, if those 
Governments with whom we communicate had no 
laws restraining our commerce, or that shut out 
the produce of this country, whether, with our 
present habits, we could compete with them. For, 
if we were as industrious now as we were pre- 
vious to the French Revolution, which I am far 


| from admitting, I presume no one will pretend to 


say that we are so frugal. If not, why should it 
any longer be a subject of wonder that we have 
thus been operated upon? Why should we seek 
abroad for an evil when the cause exists at home? 
Under such circumstances, sir, if all the European 
governments were to throw open their ports, re- 
ceive and consume every kind of American pro- 
duce as freely as we do theirs, all this would be 
of no avail without industry and economy. The 
same picture that is now exhibited in Spain, and 
from the same cause, and which their new Gov- 
ernment is now endeavoring to correct, would be 


presented here ; for it is manifest to every American 
‘traveller that the mass of the European popula- 


tion is much more industrious and economical than 
ours. As it is also observable how soon after their 
arrival in this country they not only gain a com- 
petency, but become independent. Many of them 
who have worked in your ditches, sawed wood at 
your doors, and carried the pack, now roll through 
your streets upon a wealth more solidly based than 
even that of the old inhabitants of the country. 
The industrious and frugal habits of the New 
Englanders, who are constantly rooting out their 
more southern and western neighbors, are com- 
pelled, in their turn, to yield to the persevering 
and rigid habits of those strangers. On my mind, 
sir, nota particle of doubt exists that, if those Gov- 
ernments were to reciprocate to us, giving us the 
same privilege of vending our produce in their 
markets, as we have ever extended to them in 
ours, this superiority of theirs alone would give 
them the ascendency. 
Besides, sir, they have another important ad- 
vantage. The value of labor on the articles we 
exchange with each other has no relative propor- 
tion. Theirs operate on ours as the lever does in 
mechanics. In peace, two men in Europe will, 
in any given time, manufacture more goods than 
can be paid for by the industry of three men in 
‘this country. It is said that one girl in Leghorn 
_ will keep ten men in America constantly employed 
| to pay for the bonnets she can make. During the 
| European wars, when American flour was admit- 
| ted, and brought twelve or fifteen dollars a barrel 
| in Bordeaux, Cadiz, or Liverpool, it was then ju- 
dicious in this Government to keep up these in- 
terchanges. It was then good economy for us 
to send ambassadors, and to maintain residents 
abroad. The advantage was then decidedly in 
our favor. But at present, sir, and particularly as 
respects the Northern States, all this is wholly 
preposterous. We have nothing in those States, 
in time of peace, that can tally with their in- 
dustry. 
With these advantages, and with our present 
free trade, as it is most erroneously called by our 
merchants, or, in the more popular phrase, “a 
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trade left to regulate itself,” they operate upon us 
precisely as the industrious, ingenious, and eco- 
-nomical families do upon the rest of society. And 
yet, sir, these are the nations that our merchants, 
and the most of our statesmen, are willing to give 
the odds to in commerce. These are the nations 
against which even reciprocity itself, in time of 
peace, will bea doubtful barrier. And yet, sir, 
strange as it may seem, this advantage to be given 
them has been so repeatedly pressed upon this 
Government, and rung so loud and so long through 
the country, that it has become the popular theme 
of the nation. Pass where you will, and your ears 
are dinned with the sound of “ free trade” —trade, 
on our part, “left to regulate itself;” or, as some 
of them more artfully express it, “rather than have 
no bread, we will accept of half a loaf.” Rather 
than risk the privilege of carrying our cotton, to- 
bacco, and a few of our staple articles to a good 
market, we will acquiesce. Rather than jeopar- 
dize this, we will submit, as if the European Gov- 

_ ernments were the sole depositories of our destiny. 
‘With me, sir, our merchants are perfectly ex- 
cusable. From men who wrangled with this 
Government previous to the late war because it 
would not permit them to pay a transit duty to 
Great Britain, more than this should not be looked 
for. But, when I hear their notes re-echoed from 
. other sections of the country—from our indepen- 
dent and high-minded agricultural districts, I 
- know not how to reconcile the cause. Men, 
whose immediate interest it is to have no other 
commerce than that based upon the most liberal 
interchanges, to enter so warmly into these meas- 
ures, and particularly, too, when they are them- 
selves living witnesses of their effects, is to me 
wholly unaccountable. There is not a grain- 
growing district in the United States, having forty 
miles land transportation, that has not depreciated 
more than one-half in value for the last eight 
years, and many of whose inhabitants are now to- 
tally ruined. And what deepens the shade of 
their prospect, is, that, so long as these measures 
are pursued, so long will their depressions con- 
tinue. So long as we acquiesce, and permit for- 
eign nations to prescribe to us, direct what our 
agriculturists shall rear for them, or what we shall 
consume of theirs—so long must we expect these 
vicissitudes, these depressions. The evil never 
can be remedied, until we assume the high and 
independent ground they have taken. If, with 
all the natural advantages they possess, they are 
still unwilling to open their ports, receive our ves- 


strongest language their edicts can possibly ey. 
press, have told us that they will no ie 
our bread, meat, butter, cheese, hemp, flax, woo| 
soap, candles, &c., but will now endeavor to pro. 
duce these themselves, when, at the same time, at 
every opening and every avenue on your seaboard 
they continue to press in their a ods, hard. 
ware, crockery, groceries, and oe as usual 
And to induce this trade, when our money fai); 
(which must happen if we cannot sell,) they are 
willing to indulge us with long credits, secure, 
with good paper, or with metinet on unencum- 
bered property. Well may the Northern, Easter 
and Western States be alarmed at this prospect, 
Well may they spontaneously rise, and with one 
voice declare against this odds, when they know 
it is unsafe for us to trade with those nations even 
on equal terms. 

And well, too, may the Northern States object 
to this course, when the whole weight of this odds 
falls on them. For if you will strike a line abou 
at the 38° of north latitude, the principal produce 
south of that line, such as tobacco, cotton, rice, 
and naval stores, are not only received in Kurope, 
but sought for by those nations, whilst al! the 
great agricultural staples north of that line are 
virtually prohibited. hen we take into consid- 
eration, too, that south of the 38° of north latitude, 
there is only two-fifths of the whole population 
of the United States, and north of that line three. 
fifths. And for fifteen years, from 1803 to 1817, 
inclusive, there was exported from the United 
States, of domestic produce, $595,000,000, of 
which only $255,000,000 was from the Southen 
States, whilst the residue, $340,000,000 was from 
the Northern—giving until that period to the 
Northern farmers, an income equal to their terri- 
tory, population, and wealth. But, sir, from that 
time, from 1817, the domestic exports from the 
Northern States have declined so rapidly, that, 
for the year 1820, they only amounted to one-third 
of the whole domestic exports of the country; and 
for the year 1821, they had fallen considerably 
short even of that. hilst the agricultural pro- 
duce of the South for that year, amounted to 
$27,449,836, that from the Northern States did 
not exceed $8,105,264. Can it then, I say, any 
longer be a subject of wonder, that the inhabitants 
of the Northern States should be dissatisfied with 
their prospects; whilst a Southern population o/ 
only two-fifths of the whole inhabitants of these 
States, shall receive an annual income of $27; 
000,000, the other three-fifths can barely obtain 
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sels, and mutually exchange the products of our | $8,000,000? Nor, sir,is this the worst; for from 
respective countries, it certainly becomes our duty | the extravagant habits this Northern population 
to pause. If we dare not act promptly towards | have acquired, from the high prices obtained for 





them; if we dare not mete to them their own 
measure, at least we ought to stop and consider. 
Look at the present attitude of Europe. Scarcely 
is there a nation left that has not adopted the 
same rule long pursued by England and France, 
of turning their attention internally, and supplying 
their own wants from their own soil, and from 
the industry, too, of that soldiery formerly other- 
wise engaged, and which we once had the advan- 
tage of feeding. One nation after another, in the 


their produce during the European wars, a doubt 
cannot be entertained, but that they have cor- 
sumed their full proportion of the immense qua0- 
tity of goods imported since the peace of 1819. 
If so, we have at once the whole cause of thei! 
embarrassments. For since that time our impor! 
have been $608,000,000, and our exports only 
$468,000,000; leaving a balance against the 
country of $160,000,000, to which may be ad- 
ded the exportation of nearly all that speci 
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to your feelings, for | well know that where inter- 
est predominates, sympathy can rarely be excited. 
It is to the understanding; it is to convinee that 
we are sent here as the Representatives of the 
United States, and not of any particular portion 
of these States. Go back—examine the Consti- 
tution that binds us together, and the causes that 
produced that instrument, and then lay your fin- 
ger upon that portion of it that teaches you that 
three-fifths of the agriculturists of these States 
shall be neglected, because the Southern planters 
apprehend (and it is nothing more than an appre- 
hension) that the price of rice, cotton, tobacco, 
and naval stores, will be depressed. Point out to 
me that portion of that instrument that teaches us 
that the interest of the Northern farmers and arti- 
sans shall continue to be sapped, because a mere 
handful of merchants, confined to the home trade, 
wish to continue importing flax, hemp, wool, 
common woollen, linen, hempen and cotton goods, 





which had been gradually accumulating for thirty 
ears, and which had been considered as a part of 
the permanent capital of the country, together 
with about $40,000,000 of national and bank 


— have the whole of this weight, then, thrown 
upon about three-fifths of the population of these 
States, is it not enough, without seeking further 
for the cause of their distress? Take exactly the 

roportion of wealth from any single family, and 
you certainly must embarrass it. Nay, sir, let 
any family continue its ordinary expenditures for 
a few years, whilst it is deprived of two-thirds 
of its revenue, and ruin must ensue. As respects 
wealth, families, societies, and nations, under sim- 
ilar circumstances, are alike operated upon. To 
comment upon such a state of things is unneces- 
sary. Indeed, the subject has already been so ably 
discussed by others, that it can receive no addi- 
tion from me. And J shall therefore proceed, ac- 


cording to my own practical conception, to point 
out the remedy. 

As I have already observed, if there was a per- 
fect reciprocity, or if there was that free trade 
which our merchants say does exist between us 
and the European nations, with their habits of 
industry, skill, and economy, they would, I appre- 
hend, i the world remained at peace for a series 
of years, very perceptibly draw from us our wealth. 
But, sir, however alarming even that may be, it 
is not the immediate disease that we are now par- 
ticularly called on to cure. But the application, 
I hope, will produce that effect. It is something 


to counteract the effect of that studied policy of 
European Governments, in shutting out from their | 


markets all the American products that they can 
pane dispense with, whilst our ports are free 
tom the reception of theirs. Whilst our laws and 
practices are based upon the most liberal construc- 
tion of Adam Smith, one European nation after 
another has departed from his principles, and left 
us alone to practice towards them that liberality 





malt liquors, spirits, cheese, butter, potatoes, hides, 
tallow, iron, fuel, and a variety of other agricul- 
tural articles; or such, the raw materials of which 
may abundantly be produced in this cones: It 
is ot. 208 sympathy, gentlemen, I claim; but to 
remind you who have uniformly opposed this ques- 
tion—that you have an important debt of grati- 
tude to discharge. Have you, planters, forgotten 
that in 1789, when you petitioned and stated to 
this Government that the staples of your country 


|—rice and indigo—were so reduced in prices as 
| to be no longer worth cultivating? And has it 
| escaped your recollections, that the Northern farm- 
‘ers and artisans cheerfully assented to increasing 


the duty on cotton, that you might change your 
husbandry? No, gentleman, it is not the pitiful 
boon of charity I ask; but the Northern agricul- 
turists and artisans now call on you to cancela 
debt which should never have been forgotten. 
Nor, sir, can our merchants, confined to the 
home trade, and who are daily eating the bread 
produced from the profits of those goods they 


which they have ever been, and are to this day, hourly vend to the farmer and the artisan, but 
so zealous in disseminating throughout these | have the thought constantly flitting over their 
States. And, astonishing as it may appear, men | minds, that no set of merchants, under any Gov- 
glowing with all the ardor and enthusiasm of | ernment in the world, have been so highly favored 
Americans on every other subject, are either blind | as themselves. They never can forget that, in 
to this disadvantage, or waren? opposed to any | 1789, when this Government went into operation, 
attempts at restoring an equilibrium. Wrapped | how depressed and limited was their commerce, 
up in some petty local interest ; scarcely mindful | Their memories certainly must be less retentive 
of the great purposes for which these States were | on this than on ane other subject, not to recollect 
associated ; apparently willing, if their own ob- | that at that time the whole coasting and foreign 
jects, however minute, can be served, that the | intercourse trade were about equally divided be- 
other interests of the nation, however great, should | tween themselves and strangers; and that almost 

the first business of this Government was to put 


be left to chance,—is it possible for us, under such 
circumstances, increasing as we are in territory | them in possession of the one, by a high tonnage 
and variety of interest, to strengthen in our attach- | duty on foreign vessels in 1789; and, by a dis- 

criminating duty on the goods imported in those 


ment? In the great scale of national concerns, ; 
sectional interest and proatees should forever | vessels in 1790, they now enjoy nine-tenths of the 
other. Surely, too, so recent a favor as they have 


yield. If three-fifths of these States are falling a vor 
prey to the skill, industry, and economy, of stran- | received from this Government, in its successful 


gers—to European, Asiatic, and other nations— | opposition to the English and French navigation 
why not stop and lend them a hand? Is it because | laws, could not have escaped their notice. And, 
you are more apprehensive of their prosperity than | notwithstanding all these, can any of you plant- 
of those whom you never saw but in arms against | ers, or you merchants, recollect of ever having 
you? I make not these observations as an appeal | met one. of these Northern farmers or artisans 
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bawling through the country, that these laws | now rival us in ship-building, anu in commerce? 
securing you against foreigners in your several ‘From what country can we now import hats 
occupations, were monopolies conferred? If not, | shoes, boots, saddles, harness, carriages, and nails 
pray, then, gentlemen, you who are so skilled in ' equal to those produced in the United States, anj 
this science, point out to me the difference be | at a less price? And though but a shrub of yes. 
tween securing you in your business against for-| terday, who can lay his hand on his heart, ang 
eign industry, and those farmers and artisans in| say, that he has ever bought cotton shirtings a; 
theirs. If you are so perfectly satisfied, pray come | cheap, quality considered, as are now produce 
out, and draw the line, that I may discriminate. ; from the American looms? These have all beep 
If all these favors granted to you are not monopo- | brought into existence by the fostering care of the 
lies, show me, then, why they are so when ap-! Government, and, as it were, too, by magic. Not 
plied to farmers and artisans. As for myself, I} thirty years ago, and we were dependent upon 
am neither planter, farmer, merchant, nor | other nations for most of these; and, except ou 
facturer. I have only a common interest in the | ship-building and commerce, every inch of these 
whole, and merely ask for information to a | improvements has been contested by our own mer- 
correct vote, wishing to do it impartially. If you! chants. Scarcely has a century elapsed, since 
are to be the only favorites of this Government, | citizens of New York were in the habit of import- 
and it is correct that you should be so, I should | ing their bricks from Holland ; and I verily be. 
like to know why. On the score of patriotism, I | lieve, even to this day, they would have contip. 
believe the farmer, planter, and artisan, are about | ued the practice, had not the accidental arrival of 
equal. But, why the merchant should ask and | some enterprising Jersey men, with a cargo of that 
obtain exclusive favors, remains yet to be ex-| article,into one of their slips, have convinced then 
lained. It is true, there are many very honora-| that there was tenacity sufficient in the American 
le exceptions amongst them. But, whoever will | earth to produce them here. 
take the trouble to trace the history of the great! Mr. Chairman, if this Government has been 
mass of the commercial inhabitants in the sea-| hitherto wavering on this subject, I hope we shal 
ports, from the commencement of our difficulties | now take a firm stand, and treat all nations as 
in 1806, down to the close of the late war, will, I | they have treated us. Shut out from our ports 
think, have no very favorable tale to relate. A | every thing that we can possibly ops om with, 
more refractory set of beings, perhaps, never dis- | or that can be produced by the joint efforts of our 
graced any country. And how they have so soon | own agriculturists and artisans. The illiberality 
recovered their influence with this Government— | with which they have conducted towards us, jus 
nay, how they have acquired such an absolute as- | tifies this measure. Notwithstanding we are the 
cendency, in so short a time, over public senti-| greatest consumers of British woollens, yet for 
ment, baffles conjecture itself. Not content with | the year ending January, 1821, that nation had 
being secured in their own pursuits against for-| imported 9,770,103 pounds of wool, and only 578 
eign industry ; but, when the same protection is! pounds of that was from the United States; and 
asked for the farmer and the artisan, the savage | so discouraged now are our farmers, from the 
whoop of monopoly is heard from the centre to} breaking up of our woollen factories, and from 
the very extremes of the nation. By them, the| there being no vent for wool abroad, that they 
very meaning put upon the word “monopoly” by | have suffered their flocks to dwindle down into 
all writers is perverted. It is no longer applied to | an insignificant few. Only shut out from your 
citizens or subjects of the same nation. And | ports, in a gradual manner, all wool in a raw state, 
what aggravates this construction is, that, when | and the most of the woollen goods, and your hills 
the same act is applied to themselves, it is inno- | would be again animated with those harmless and 
cent. But, when turned to shield others, it is a| productive animals. Tell our farmers that they 
monopoly. It creates a privileged order—a rank | may once more cultivate flax, hemp, barley, hops, 
of nobility. ' and a variety of other articles to be manufactur- 
Mr. Chairman, as we are sent here to act im-| ed in this country, and a beam of hope would 
rtially, to be moved by such inconsistencies will again illumine their countenances. Adopt but 
acting worse than inconsistent ourselves. We | these, and the balance will once more be throw 
shall be imputed unjust. Every citizen of these | upon the opposite page of the custom-house books; 
States has a right to demand at our hands that | adopt but these, and in a few years every thing 
which we have extended to others. If we have | may again be called by their proper names; the 
compelled the —— Governments to recipro-| Secretary of the Treasury would no longer be 
cate to merchants, how are we to answer to our | necessitated as last year, to call the excess of specie 
farmers and artisans for neglecting their interests? | exported, (the $2,413,169, which had for years 
If we have protected the tobacco and cotton plant- | been considered as much the permanent capit 
ers in their infancy, in the bud of their experi-| of the country as the soil upon which it rested)— 
ments, why not extend our cares still farther | he, [ say, would no longer necessitated, as lasi 
South ? Why not shield the vintner, the sugar | year, to call it foreign exports. 
planter, the cultivator of coffee, and of the olive?!" To many, sir, I know there is an insuperable 
Is it the momentary rise on the price of those | objection to this system. It is considered that We 
articles you dread? What country can now af-| havea large debt to discharge, and, if adopted, 
ford rice, tobacco or cotton, lower than it is pro-| the revenue for that purpose, and the support 0 
duced in the United States? What nation can! Government, must fail. To this I have only © 
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» be conjectured that I am inimical to commerce. 


§ every branch of our own industry, so as to give the 


» duced. Our specie, too, might have been retained 
| at home; and that debt which this neglect has 
| saddled posterity with, would have been avoided. 
_ But our commerce as it is now, is so unnatural as 


a gk og ekki ote ee a 


‘ oually about 200,000,000 yards of that article. 


} not escaped. The great quantity of goods im- 
| ported in 1815 and 1816, instead of enriching that | bill, it will destroy your commerce—beggar your 
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the agricultural interest is not particularly attended 
to in this bill, that I cannot give it my vote unless 
it is altered: for it is that interest I have ever con- 
sidered as the chief, nay, the only security for our 
form of Government. Manufactures and com- 
with the immense revenue we have received, our | merce can only be viewed as auxiliaries to that in- 
debt at this time would nearly have been extin- | terest, and as such should be supported. At pres- 

ished. But, sir, if it is determined to continue | ent we have too much of commerce and too little 
the present expenses of the Government—if you | of manufactures. The peace of Europe has dis- 
will secure to the cotton manufacturers, distillers | turbed our pursuits. When so great a portion of 
of spirit, and brewers of malt liquor, the home| your customers, as all those coun'ries, have ceased 
market—a moderate internal duty on their pro- | to take away our provisions, the necessaries of life, 
ducts alone would more than fill the void occa- | it becomes our duty, as the guardians of this nation, 
sioned by the expulsion of such foreign goods as | to encourage its citizens to supply that loss by 
we can dispense with. By excluding all cotton | economy and a partial change in its industry ; to 
oods, itis said we should then manufacture an- | do with as few of the foreign comforts and lux- 
uries as possible; and to make as many as they 
can in their own families, workshops, and facto- 
ries. Such were the habits of our fathers previous 
to the French Revolution, and such must be ours, 
unless Europe should be thrown once more into a 
thirty years’ war. 


aT 
answer, that the expenses of this Government 
may be much reduced. It is what | was extreme- 
| Iecivous of effecting last session. Indeed, it is 
what ought to have been done at the close of the 
latewar. If a reduction had then taken place, 





On common cotton goods, a duty of three cents 
r yard would give $6,000,000—20,000,000 gal- 
ee of spirits are now annually distilled—a duty 
of 20 cents a gallon would yield $4,000,000 more ; 
and $2,000,000 might be collected from malt li- 
quors. By confining it to these three articles,| When Mr. Van Wyck had concluded— 
the expense in collecting would be less than that! Mr. Woopcocx being in possession of the floor, 
on the external duties, which, according to Pit-| and wishing also to deliver his sentiments on the 
kin, for nearly thirty years, averaged four-and-a- | subject, said he would yield it only for the purpose 
half per cent. | of taking the main question, if that was the dis- 

From some of my remarks, sir, it perhaps may | position of the House. 

A suggestion being then made to Mr. W., to 
Such, sir, is not the fact. To commerce I am ex- | move that the Committee rise, he made a motion 
tremely partial ; but wish to have itso moulded | to that effect; and, on the question to agree there- 
as to suit the times. Like the commerce of every | to, it was decided in the negative—ayes 46, noes 79. 
nation with whom we trade, ours should be so; The Committee refusing to rise at this stage of 
bent as to rebut theirs—so shaped as to encourage | the progress of the bill— 

Mr. Woopcock went on with and concluded 
his speech, in support of the general principles of 
the bill, as follows: 

Mr. W. said he should make no apology for ad- 
dressing the Committee at this late hour of the 
debate. The bill is important to every section of 
our country, and the arguments advanced during 
its discussion, render it still more important and 
interesting. It is a bill to lay additional duties on 
various articles of foreign commerce. 

The honorable Chairman who reported the bill, 
and who has so ably advocated its passage, has 
told us that it will increase your revenue, protect 
domestic manufactures, and promote national in- 
dustry. Its opponents have urged, and with tal- 
ents and ingenuity, which he regretted were not 
employed in a better cause, that, if we pass the 


means to pay for that which we may purchase; 
for it is by industry that any thing can be pro- 
cured. Our commerce then would be wholesome 
and solidly based. If this had been attended to 
eight years ago, there would have been no appli- 
cation for a bankrupt law last session—our na- 
tional and bank stock would never have been 
pledged abroad for goods, which even the beggars 
and paupers of our own country might have pro- 


to prostrate every thing before it! Even the mer- 
chants themselves, who have conducted it, are 


class of our citizens, as was expected, stripped | Treasury—injure your Navy—that its operation 
them of nearly one half of their capitals: and from | will be unjust and partial—that it is calculated to 
the slight excess of goods imported last year, or | benefit the North and West and injure the South— 


for the Spring of 1822, similar effects have been 
produced. If there is nothing in this country to 
back this commerce—to liquidate these goods as 
they arrive—if our imports year after year are to 
exceed our exports, this commerce that we con- 
lunue to cherish for the purpose of raising a reve- 
hue, must become more and more precarious— 
consequently, this Government can be viewed in 
no other light than as accessary to the evils it may 
produce. 

[ shall now, sir, close, by remarking, that, as 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—32 


that the manufacturer is to be protected at the ex- 
pense of the farmer, planter,and merchant. Sir, 
said Mr. W., if either of the grounds taken by 
gentlemen, in opposition to the bill, were correct, 
it should not have his vote. Nay, he would go 
farther, and contend, inch by inch, to defeat its 
passage, and should his voice or his vote prevent 
a measure deprecated as being so odious in prin- 
ciple, and so destructive in its effects, he should 
consider it the proudest act of his life. But some 
gentlemen have gone further in their opposition, 








995 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
New Tariff Bill. 


and declared, should this bill pass, the South will _ to the stability of the Union. Sectional feelings 
never submit > it. Others have said, pass the and local prejudices yielded to a love of counir 
bill and “a will shake your Government to the and a devotion to our republican institutions. Had 
Geapenus eho Mbps sivela be cteedigviasss | this Congeere-wle acter ee mat Terre 
is Congress wo r have met. It was by 
merchant of the North, and a system of smuggling that wise policy of protecting the interest of th 
= See eo 5» wae its ae = a e a country, that Po Govern. 
ects. Arguments like these may warm the ment cou rendered permanent. ey vie 
blood, but never can convince the understanding. | the United States as a land embracing 
Such was not the language of that venerable body | clime—a soil as varied and fertile—and that the 
who aided in the achievement of your independ- | different sections, the North, the South, the Kast, 
ence, a — ~~ 1789 . — laws ee = | - the nee were de er on -_ owes and 
Chir memorable preamble...“ Whereas {tis neces- | would bind them together. And, said Mr. W. 
. =| . said Mr. W. 
‘ sary for the support of Government, for the dis- where is the statesman and patriot who would say 
oe of the debts of the United States, and | to one section of this Union, Adopt measures, and 
ens, ye an gees of ae | or Se _—_ oe inde- 
_ duties goods, wares pendent of another. nd, sir, the arguments 
Pee etettins separ covomsalrs \aocucimes Guyewpmmogion hee 
‘ our sis- 
Congress composed of statesmen, selected for their | ter State—let Georgia say to Mlemtchaietts, “a 
4 = Semen — aoa section of the | will not receive your fish ; and Massachusetts wil! 
nion. ey declared, by the preamble to the | say to Georgia, we will not receive your cotton. 
act, that they contemplated as well the encourage- | And he would ask the honorable ace from 
ment of manufactures, as the raising of money to | those States, to reflect before they advanced such 
pay the debts of the United States and for the principles, which would lead to consequences the 
eee Ssatise wer ral ae vo 4 that = eae = te ee no ar 
s rais it would be par- | inference can rawn, when gentlemen talk 
tial in its operation ; no threats were made that 'about shutting ports against sister States. No 
one section of the Union would rebel, or that the | gentleman had a higher opinion of the talents and 
* one nogen _— be aay — the ships | ee 2 the a than he = It was man- 
of others, and that the people would engage in | ifested in the war of our independence; and on 
smuggling rather than salaiee to a law which has | no occasion, since that war, tn the history of 
been denounced as so odious in principle, and its | the South justify a different conclusion. Mr. W. 
ee creme on different sections of the Union. | here remarked on the several revenue laws whieh 
0, sir, they were governed by other motives; they | had been passed since the act of 1789, to the pres- 
found the country in debt, contracted in the wer | ent period, to prove, that the products of the South 
for Sets tercaene and mi such magnitude that | had not only been liberally protected, but that du- 
it ae the ao om = | energy of those who ties had been imposed which operated as a prohi- 
oe oh Scena teenie eo eee ew bition i een enn . ae _ 
se measures to restore to | commodities, Has the wool of the Northern an 
its natural vigor a bankrupt Treasury, and lay the | Middle States, and the hemp of the West, received 
foundation of a system which would pay the debts, | the same protection? He would leave it to gen- 
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support the Government, and protect manufac- 
tures ; and let me, said Mr. W., ask the Committee, 
and those gentlemen from the South, who have 
said so much about resistance, and so much about 
the partial operation of this bill, and so much about 
“the let-us-alone system,” to examine the bill to 
which he referred. Sir, they will find cotton and 
tobacco prominent items on which duties were 
laid. Were these articles selected for the purpose 
of raising revenue? No, sir; but to encourage 
the growth of those articles. The climate and 
soil of the South were propitious to their cultiva- 
tion; they were the staple commodities of your 
Southern planter; and your Northern agriculturist | 
and manufacturer were increased in their growth; 
their soil could not produce them, and could they | 
have purchased them cheaper from the foreign 

importer? Sound policy, and the good of the 

nation, required that we should be independent of | 
the foreign countries for an article which could 

be raised in our own, with so much advantage to | 
the wealth and convenience of every class of the 

community. They legislated with a prophetic eye 


EEE 


tlemen opposed to this bill toanswer. There hai 
been no threats, while the farmer of the North 
looks in vain for amarket for his wheat, his bee! 
and his pork. And he who has sought your Wes- 
ern wilds, and converted your wiikdaboene into a 

arden, and eee your frontier, (while the 
Seley which he raises will not pay for transporta- 
tion to market, by reason of foreign importations, 
and his grain shares the same fate because there |s 
no market,) he makes no complaint when he sees 
the more fortunate planter of the South protected 
by a prohibiting duty on the products of his indus- 
try. No, sir; they believe those duties are for the 
benefit of our common country; but they ask o! 
us to do them justice—not to pass a law which 
will diminish your revenue, or distribute its favors 
partially, but a law which will give to them equal 
rights with their Southern neighbors, and rendet 
you more independent as a nation ; more —. 
ous in peace ; and better able to protect yourselves 
in war. 

The next objection to this bill, (say the gentle: 
men,) is, that it will destroy your commerce an 
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‘niure your Navy. This objection has been urged 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Gor- 


gam,) With his usual ability ; which, on most other 
subjects, produced conviction on his (Mr. W.’s) 


ae W. said he was a friend to commerce and 
the Navy; and that gentleman had failed to con- 
vince him that those effects would follow, which 
he had so eloquently described. Where, he asked, 
were those brave officers of your Navy who have 
shed a halo of glory on their country, and caused 
your flag to be respected, educated? Not on board 
of your merchant ships, or your fishing smacks. 
No, sir, it was on board of your armed vessels. 
There they were taught the first rudiments, to steer 
your vessels to victory—to fight, and to conquer. 
But, Mr. W. said, he did not believe this bill would 
injure either your Navy or commerce. The Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury has recommended an in- 
crease of duties on most of the articles mentioned 
in the bill. And, surely, the operation will be to 
increase your revenue, it will not diminish your 
commerce. But, he would ask the gentleman, 
when he manifests so much sensibility on the sub- 
ject of commerce, and representing that section of 
the Union which is the most commercial, what 
has been done for commerce? Sir, the first Con- 
gress protected commerce by a duty on tonnage; 
andevery act for the collection of duties has aided 
that protection, by adding ten per cent. on all goods 
imported in foreign vessels. 

But the gentleman has told us that the mer- 
chants pay your revenue, and support your Gov- 
ernment. Sir, said Mr. W., the office of tax- 
gatherer is profitable to the merchant. They pay 
Government twenty per cent. and charge the con- 
sumer thirty per cent. No, sir; the consumer of 
your foreign fabrics pays revenue 

(Here the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
GorHaM) explained.} 

Mr. W. thanked the gentleman for his expla- 
nation; but insisted that the argument was not 
changed, for, if the gentleman admits that the con- 
sumer pays the duty, then he could not claim for 
the merchant any privilege beyond the farmer and 
manufacturer. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Curnpert) has said that, if this bill passes, 
it will seduce the agriculturist from his farm to 
enter the work-shop of the manufacturer ; that the 
father who had anticipated that his children and 
his children’s children, so dear to him, must see 
those fields neglected or cultivated by a stranger, 
while the heirs of the soil are seduced to enter the 
factory, where the sun never shines—where no 
sound is heard but the sound of the never-ceasing 
spindle, and the threats of an unfeeling master— 
where the first emanations of virtue and morality 
are repressed, and where ignorance is a blessing, 
as it renders the degraded tenant less sensible of 
his miserable situation. Sir, said Mr. W., he 
touched but the pencil marks of the picture of an 
American factory which had been drawn by the 
Opponents of the bill. Are gentlemen serious in 
giving such descriptions? Have they ever visited 
the cotton, the woollen, the iron, or the glass fac- 




















tories of our country? If so, have they visited 
them as some foreigners visit this country, to re- 
turn and describe things they never saw, and 
relate as having heard said that which was never 
spoken. No! sir, they intend to describe to you 
the factories of Birmingham ; as well might they 
compare the religious institutions of this country 
with the inquisition of Spain. The gentleman 
from Georgia, on my right, has read a book to 
prove to the Committee that British factories never 
would agree with American liberty. Mr. W. said 
he agreed with the gentleman, and received his 
book as good authority; but he neither wanted 
British factories nor British goods. The book 
says that the poor boys and girls in the factories 
are compelled to work from fifteen to seventeen 
hours in the twenty-four, and the gentleman is 
fearful they will have to do the same in the facto- 
ries of this country, should the bill pass. If the 
gentleman will visit the factories of the North, he 
may convince himself that his fears are ground- 
less. He will there find order, sobriety, and indus- 
try, cleanliness, and content. He will there find, 
that, instead of ignorance, the children are taught 
the common rudiments of education. Instead of 
wretchedness and misery, he will find there the 
asylum of the orphan. Yes, the orphan of him 
who fought your battles, and whose only treasure 
was love of country; and whose bones occupy all 
the soil he could once call his own—who had 
no paternal acre to give his son, nor dowry to his 
daughter. Would gentlemen hesitate to let that 
child enter a factory or a work-shop, where he 
would be comfortably clothed and fed, and where 
he would learn a trade which would render him 
useful to himself and useful to his country? Or 
would gentlemen prefer turning him loose upon 
society, friendless and without a home, and tell 
him to seek a living with the poor unfortunate 
tribe of beggars, who throng to your Metropolis, 
and who meet you at every turn and ask a six- 
pence ? 

Another objection has been made, that it would 
raise the price of the necessary articles of con- 
sumption beyond the means of the pes to pur- 
chase; he would not vote for a bill that would 
oppress that class of people. There were some 
articles on which the bill proposed an increase of 
duties, but it would not, he humbly apprehended, 
produce that effect. The silks, the crapes, the 
laces, and Leghorns, were proper exceptions, and 
would produce none of those evils. The gentle- 
man considers the present tariff perfect in all its 
features. It produces no sympathy for the poor. 
The duties on watches, clocks, Brussels carpets, 
superfine cloths, and Cashmere ee a duty 
in proportion to their worth with Bohea tea, 
brown sugar, salt, and molasses, as one to ten; 
though the poor pay ten times the duty on these 
necessaries in proportion to what the rich pay on 
their luxuries, it has awakened no sympathy. 

But, Mr. W. said, he gave the gentleman as an 
answer the argument of his friend from North 
Carolina, who had spoken against the bill. He 
has told us that he was a friend to domestic man- 
ufactures, but wants the labor performed by our 
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wives and daughters ; and that an additional duty 
will build up great manufacturing establishments, | 
and domestic goods would be sold so cheap that | 


our wives and daughters would leave their wheels | h 


and looms, run to the factory, and purchase those | 
articles which they should make in their own | 
famiiies. There is much weight in his argu- | 
ment. The duty of 1816, on coarse cottons, has 
roduced that effect ; and he trusted the gentleman 

ad dissipated the fears of other gentlemen from 
the South who had shuddered at the te at 
ruin from the high price of goods. Mr. W. said 
he was friendly to the manufacture of cloths in | 
our families. He would that we made our own | 
coats, and wore them; and he believed that, if | 
more of the old household gods, the wheel and the | 
distaff, were introduced into our families, our | 
country would be more independent, and virtue | 
more predominant. 

Mr. W. said that his friend and colleague from | 
New York, who had spoken against the bill, had | 
assured the Committee that our country was never | 
more prosperous; that our manufacturing estab- 
lishments were never more flourishing, and that 
we shall have an abundance of revenue to meet | 
all the demands on your Treasury. Mr. W. said 
he was no merchant nor prophet; but he knew at 
the last session we were told that there might be 
some deficit in the years 1825 and 1826, and that 
we might have to resort to the old system of bor- 
rowing, unless we passed a law authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make an exchange 
of stock, and that Government would make a 
speculation of some hundreds of thousands. He 
did not understand how this speculation would be 
brought about; but, relying on the opinions of 
merchants and financiers, he voted for the bill, it 

ssed, and all our golden dreams of prosperity 

ad not been realized. 

We are told that the failure was occasioned by 
a scarcity in the money market. He believed the 
reason assigned was the true one, but he could 
not reconcile it with the gentleman’s assertion 
that our trade was prosperous. If our trade is 
good, we ought to have some cash. The gentle- 
man has told us that the balance of trade, which 
appears to be against us, is no evidence that the 
trade is not profitable, and that our country is 
prosperous. It may be so to the importing mer- 
chant, and the country receive no great benefit. 

If by drawing the specie from our country ; if 
by letting the produce of the farmer waste on his 
hands; if by buying more goods than we are able 
to pay for; if by continuing a system which will 
drive from employment your mechanics; and, if 
it is better to send millions of specie to Great 
Britain to pay her artists than to employ and pay 
our own—then our country is truly prosperous, 
but it is that kind of prosperity which he had no 
wish to see continued. 

Mr. W. said, gentlemen who had preceded him 
in the debate have endeavored to illustrate the 
subject by a comparison with European Powers. 
He admitted that we may obtain some useful les- 
sons from the old world. But, on this subject, he 
did not believe it necessary to cross the Atlantic, 


a government, if correctl 


| and see what has been the effect in England, of 


her protecting system; or to Russia, and leary 
whether her change, from her let-us-alone policy 

as been beneficial; and to Portugal, to lear 
whether she would still have been poor degrade 
Portugal, if she had pursued the English policy, 
For one, he was content to remain at home, and 
look back to the history of a free people, enjoyin 
administered, whick 
gives equal ne and privileges to every individ. 
ual. In the history of this Government, he had 
shown, her first acts contained the same principles 
which are in the bill under consideration. Wash. 
ington recommended to Congress the enactment 
of laws for the protection of manufactures, and 
the encouragement of national industry. Lay; 
were passed during his Administration for carry 
ing these objects into effect—Adams did the same, 


Jefferson entered upon the duties of the Chief 


Magistracy, with a great proportion of the debt of 
the Revolution remaining unpaid. Did that states. 
man and patriot recommend the adoption of “ the 


'let-us-alone system?” Did he tell you not to pass 
laws laying duties on foreign a which would 
a 


give protection to your manufactures, and encour. 
age national industry ; that if you did, your Con- 


_ stitution would be violated, and the people would 


rebel? No, sir; he recommended to Congress to 
pass these laws—he urged the necessity of adopt- 
ing measures which would render us independent 
of foreign Powers and foreign fabrics—he urged 
economy and industry—he did more, he practised 
it as a private citizen, and the Chief Magistrate 
of your nation. The result justified the wisdom 
of his Administration. 

The public debt was diminished with a rapidity 
beyond the expectation of his friends. Madison 
recommended the same measures ; and our present 
Chief Magistrate, in his Message, at the opening 
of the present Congress, says, “It cannot be doubted 
‘that the more complete our internal resources, 
‘and the less dependent we are on foreign Powers, 
‘for every national, as well as domestic purpose, 
‘the greater and more stable will be the public 
‘felicity. By the increase of domestic manufac 
‘tures will the demand for the rude materials a 
‘home be increased, and thus will the dependence 
‘ of the several parts of the Union on each other, 
‘and the strength of the Union itself, be propor 
‘ tionably augmented.” 

With such illustrious examples, and the advice 
of your wisest and best men, he again called 0 
gentlemen to pause before they gave their vote to 
strike out the first section of the bill. Let it 
done, and we say to the people, although our fath- 
ers haye protected the cotton and tobacco of the 
South, the commerce and fisheries of the Nort 
and East—and although our statesmen have re 
commended the protection of your manufactures, 
and urged the policy of adopting a system thal 
would render us independent of foreign Powers 
we, their Representatives, have grown wiser, aul 
discovered that it is better to pay to support royalty 
than our Government; and that, in this age “! 
discovery, we cannot lay duties without violating 
the Constitution, and, in this age of morality, 
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should we pass the law, it would be resisted, 
t, W. said, that it was his intention to have ex- 

amined the question in regard to the several articles 


had been ably advocated and explained by the 
chairman of the committee who reported the bill. 
When Mr. Woopcock had concluded— 
Mr. Ruea renewed the motion for the Commit- 


ative—ayes 55, noes 78. 

Mr. Ruga then commenced a speech against 
this bill; but, before he had concluded— 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, again pressed 
the motion for the Committee to rise; which 
motion was likewise lost—ayes 57, noes 81. 

Mr. Ruea continued the discussion of the sub- 
ject, the anxiety of the members, however, to de- 
cide the question immediately, being strongly ap- 
parent, hen Mr. R. sat down— 


spoke against the bill. Before he had progressed 
o in his speech— 

Mr. J. 8. Smiru, of Kentucky, to give the gen- 
tleman an opportunity of delivering his sentiments 
more fully on the subject, the hour being now very 
late, made another motion for the Committee to 
rise. This motion shared a similar fate with the 
REPO = AYR 61, noes 70. saath 

The Committee not evincing a disposition to 
rise— 


Mr. Mircueu proceeded in his speech, which | 


follows, entire. 

Mr. MitcHeE Lt, of South Carolina, said, he re- 
gretted extremely that he was compelled to ad- 
dress the Committee at that late hour of the night, 


and exhausted as he was, and as they were, he | 


would most gladly have moved to postpone the 
debate until the next day, had he not perceived 
that it was the fixed determination of gentlemen 
tosit until the question was taken. 

ever painful, the effort must be made. 


ner he could, he would stand acquitted in his own 
eyes, and, however he might lament the passage 


; of the bill, he would still be buoyed up by the 


recollection that he had made use of his best ex- 


| ertions to prevent it. 


Mr. M. said he was no enemy to manufactures, 
considered abstractly asa branch of national indus- 
try. On the contrary no gentleman could feel a 
greater interest in the prosperity of every part of 
the Union than himself, His course on that floor 
had proved that he had been, on all occasions, an 


| advocate for internal improvement, so far as he | 


conceived it Constitutional; and he could say, 


| with sincerity, that nothing afforded him more 


heartfelt delight than the contemplation of that 
spirit of enterprise with which many of the 

tates were now establishing great public works 
to cheapen labor and sualsiyly its productions. 
As a Representative of South Carolina, it would 
be almost needless to say that it was his duty to 
promote manufactures. That State was now de- 
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ut, how- | 
A total | 
failure on his part, would be softened by the re- | 
flection of having done his duty. When he had | 
explained and entorced his views in the best man- 
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| pendent on her sister States and on foreign mar- 
| kets for every fabric which was in any wise ac- 
les | commodated to the taste or necessities of human 
on which the bill proposes to increase the duties, | 
but he would not detain the Committee; they | 


life. Her pursuits were purely agricultural—on 
the plough and the spade, she relied for wealth 
and subsistence. He did not believe that there 
was, within her limits, a single manufactory of 
cloth, except the simple looms to be found in the 


for th cottages of her husbandmen, and those were sel- 
tee to rise; which was again decided in the neg- | 


dom used on the seaboard. The peculiar charac- 
ter of her laboring people prevented the belief 
that she could, without great expense and diffi- 
culty, supply herself with domestic manufactures. 
In this respect, to say the least, she must for a 
long time be dependent on her neighbors. It is 
easy to see that, in a pecuniary point of view, it 
would be more to her interest to procure fabrics 
of this kind from a sister State than from foreign 
markets. In that case, they would be purchased 


' free of duty, and their transportation would be 
Mr. Mircue.i, of South Carolina, rose, and | 


more expeditious and at a less expense of freight. 


'He was, therefore, opposed to the measure, not 


because he felt a disposition to thwart any State 
in its manufacturing prospects, but because he 
thought the provisions of the bill impolitic and 
unjust—because it would graft into our Govern- 
ment the restrictive system, the pernicious effects 
of which had been experienced by every nation 
which had adopted it to any extent; and because 
there were Constitutional difficulties to its pas- 
sage in his mind, which had not been removed by 
the arguments he had heard. The Committee 
would see that, after so protracted a debate, ever 
inch of ground must have been pre-occupied. 
Mr. M. said he would be as brief as possible. He 
would not dwell on the general principles of the 
bill, for they had been most ably and eloquently 
discussed by his friends from Georgia—he would 
not touch on its injurious consequences to the 
agriculture of the State which he represented, for 
they had been detailed by his colleague, (Mr. 
HamiLTon,) but he would confine himself toa 
few remarks on the most prominent positions 
taken by some of the friends of the bill. 

The venerable gentleman from Massachusetts 
| (Mr. Eustis) told you that he supported the bill, 
i because it would promote the independence of 
| the nation ; and that that should be a subject of 
primary consideration with Government. Mr. 
| M. said he knew not the extent of import which 
| the gentleman attached to the word. If he meant 
that no country was independent which did not 

furnish itself with all that constitutes national 
wealth—with every production which in any 
| wise subserved to the necessities, the comforts. 
| and luxuries of life, the idea was visionary and 
impracticable. It was repugnant to the great 
| system of nature. Providence, in its wisdom, had 
| diversified our globe with a variety of climates ; 
| it had distinguished the productions of each cli- 
| mate by peculiar properties, and fitted them to all 
our tastes and appetites. Man himself was the 
creature of climate, and, according to his posi- 
tion on the globe, possessed different traits of 
character. There was no law of nature more 
strongly imprinted everywhere than that there 
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should be an intimate intercourse between the | it is from these two classes of men that our nay 
nations of the earth. Why that great highway, | has arisen. Why is not France a great naya| 
the ocean, leading from continent to continent? | power? Her people are brave, and her naval ap. 
a that inventiveness in man which has ena-| chitecture superior to that of any nation in Ry. 
bled him to strike a path over its trackless surface | rope. The answer is obvious: she has little or yo 
—to resist its waves and take advantage of its | foreign trade. She has not seamen, and they ar 
gales? Why that restless and daring spirit which | not to be made at the tap of the drum. In three 
mocks the storm and the pestilence, to exchange | months you may prepare a soldier for the fielj. 
the luxuries and comforts of one country for | but the sailor must have years of application to 
those of another? When the sugar cane of Lou- | skilful in his art. Whence did we obtain thos 
isiana shall grow and flourish on the green moun- | seamen who, in the late war, constituted our glor 
tains of Vermont—when the barley and clover of | and defence? From the fisheries ; from our trade 
Pennsylvania shall ripen in the same soil with | with Europe; and our more distant and hazardous 
the pine-apple and banana—when the enterprise eer we to the Northwest coast. Does any one 
and energy of the New Englander shall brace | believe that the victories of Hull and Perry coul 
and animate the brilliant minds of the South ; | have been gained by a body of men from the work. 
then may we expect that one nation may be inde- | bench of a manufactory? He be ged the Com. 
pendent of another. mittee to consider this branch of his argument, 
Mr. M. said, he considered that people inde- | A body of bold and skilful seamen, and the means 
pendent; who governed themselves, and had the | of constantly supplying them, were essentially ne. 
ability to maintain their rights. If the visionary | cessary to our defence. Our Northern frontier 
independence of the gentleman were practicable, | was bounded by achain of lakes; the opposite 
he thought it impolitic. The social principle was | shores of which are inhabited by a nation possess. 
as strongly implanted in nations as individuals— | ing the largest marine force in the world; and the 
in proportion as they communicate, is their moral | naval command of those lakes would not only de- 
efficiency increased. We are told that the con- | stroy the trade, but expose to capture and devas. 
tinued barbarism of Africa, is owing to the geo- | tation the people occupying their borders. Our 
graphical peculiarities of her surface. That con- | eastern frontier is of immense extent, crowded 
tinent is blest with few or no streams of commu- | with rich commercial towns, and indented by bold 
nication, end tribe is separated from tribe, either | rivers, which penetrate into the very heart of the 
Lf rr forests or wastes of burning sand. | interior. Give up the Navy, and you must aban- 
r. M. said, he should lament the annihilation of | don these frontiers. In this respect the people of 
our foreign trade, as one of the greatest calamities | Ohio, of the northern parts of Poausyitunk and 
which could befall us; nor wala he believe that | of New York, are as much interested in the pros. 
any wealth which the concentration of our indus- | perity of the Navy as those who live on the At- 
try on manufactures could procure, would be a | lantic shores. The more you subduct capital from 
compensation for its injury to our national char- | the foreign trade for the establishment of manv- 
acter. The loss of this trade would deprive us of | factures, the more you weaken yourselves on those 
two classes of men, who, more than any others, | frontiers, the only points on which you can be as 
had contributed to our wealth and information— | sailed with effect. Another argument of the gen- 
the merchants and sailors engaged in it. As far | tleman was, that, without manufactories of wool- 
back as the year 1775, the enthusiasm of Mr. | len stuffs, in time of war, we should be destitute 
Burke was excited by their vigorous pursuit of | of them; and he instanced the Northwest army 
the fisheries. Our merchants and seamen have | in our late contest with England, which, he said, 
done, of themselves, that which the mightiest sov- | would have been without clothing, if it had not 
ereigns are proud to do. With their own capital, | been for the patriotism of our Western brethren. 
and by their own enterprise, and without the aid | Mr. M. said he admitted the fact, but he did not 
of Government, they have circumnavigated the | attribute it to a deficiency of woollens in the Uni- 
gre they have made discoveries in the distant | ted States. He had no doubt that the Army could 
acific; they have opened new avenues to wealth, | have been amply supplied from the warehouses of 
by first engaging in the Northwest trade; they | our capital cities. The privations of that Army 
have planted a colony five thousand miles from | in this respect were owing to the bad arrangements 
our nearest settlement ; and have, through the me- | of Government, to the want of funds in the Trea- 
dium of the custom-house, secured us from the | sury, and to a most defective commissariat. It 
burden of direct taxation; for, let it be remem- | was within his personal knowledge, that the Army 
bered, that the foreign trade has hitherto paid off | frequently suffered from the scarcity and badness 
the national debt, and supplied the exigencies of | of provisions; yet nothing is more certain than that 
Government. And this is the pursuit, and these | the country was at that time most abundantly sup- 
are the men, which the bill on your table is in- | plied with them. Mr. M. said, he did not believe 
tended to destroy. Mr. M. said, he deprecated the | that, since the Revolution, our poorer citizens had 
idea of our adopting a Chinese policy. There was | ever suffered from the want of good warm cloth- 
no people on earth for which he felt such a tho- | ing, unless it was by their own imprudence and 
rough and perfect contempt; and he thought the | folly. That, in any future war, our supplies would 
immense wealth of that empire would be but a | be more certain and abundant, as we had a Navy 
poor exchange for those energies of character | to protect our commerce. He would now advert 
which this trade excited and matured. Besides, | to some of the positions taken by the gentleman 
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from Pennsylvania, on his left, (Mr. Bucnanan.) 
He had asserted that the duties in the bill were 
jot increased for the encouragement of manufac- 
tures, but for the purposes of revenue; that it was 
a revenue bill, recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury ; but that, if the bill were prohibi- 
tory, we could limit taose prohibitions, and re- 
move them when we pleased. 

With regard to the character of the bill, there 
was a difference of opinion among gentlemen on 
the other side. The chairman, (Mr. Top,) who 
introduced it, expressly declared that it was a bill 
for the encouragement of domestic manufactures. 
His whole course of reasoning tended to this point. 
We cannot mistake him. Things are substances 
and names are sounds. The gentleman may bap- 
tize the bill as he pleases, and it will still be a bill 
toenrich one branch of industry at the expense 
of another; to tax agriculture and commerce for 
the benefit of manufactures; it will still be a bill, 
in form and feature, of the restrictive system—a 
system which, Mr. M. said, was the most oppres- 
sive and injurious of any that we could adopt, and 
which every enlightened statesman of the old 
world had denounced. What, said M. is the ob- 
ject of this system? It is to force into premature 
existence a new branch of industry by bounties 
and prohibitions, or to give, by the same means, 
artificial excitement to those which are established. 
Let us now compare the bill as it stands with this 
exposition. What is its title? A bill for the 
protection and encouragement of domestic manu- 
factures. What are its details? A duty of ten 

recent. on coarse woollens; the same on osna- 

urgs, glass, fine cotton goods, &c. And why 
these enormous and unheard of duties? The bill 
tells you to protect and encourage the home manu- 
facture of the same article. It declares in so many 
words that the enterprise of the merchant must be 
arrested, and the purse of the planter exhausted 
to give such a price to the manufacturer as will 
cause his establishments to flourish. It declares 
to the freeman of our country that he shall no 
longer have the liberty of purchasing at the 
cheapest market; tothe industrious navigator that 
his profits arising from the transportation of these 
~ are to cease, his ship is to rot in the dock, 

e is no more to be employed in the carrying trade 
of Europe. And this the gentleman calls a rev- 
enue bill. Could we stop here, and never again 
adopt a measure of the same principle, the evil 
might be tolerated. But, it is one of the charac- 
teristics of this system ever to be in motion, until, 
like a net, it spreads over and hampers every 
branch of industry. With what justice could you 
refuse protecting duties to the manufacturer of 
guns, when you have granted them to the manu- 
facturer of bar iron? How could you deny this 
application? And when you have granted to the 
gun-maker all which he asks, wou!d not they who 
manufacture leather think themselves entitled to 
some share of protection? This was its progress 
in England. The protection of one manufacture 
led to the protection of another; duty was heaped 
on duty, until the measure of taxation was coex- 
tensive with the wants of man. The political and 


moral effects of the restrictive system are equally 
to be deprecated. It is unjust, because it taxes 
one man to enrich another; it is impolitic, because 
its direct tendency is to create monopolies; it is 
anti-republican, because it establishes two classes, 
the very rich and the very poor, banishing alto- 
gether the middle class, which is the stamina of 
every society, having the enlightenment of the 
former with the industry, economy, and hardiness 
of the latter. A writer of reputation thus de- 
scribes its effectsin England: “ Wealth flows into 
‘the country, but how does it circulate there? Not - 
‘ equally and healthfully through the whole system; 
‘jt sprouts into wens and tumors, and collects in 
‘aneurisms, which starve and palsy the extremi- 
‘ties.’ Nothing would endanger the existence of 
our Republic more than such a state of society. 
Enormous fortunes accumulated in the hands of 
individuals enfeeble and corrupt, and establish at 
once a moneyed aristocracy—the most odious and 
oppressive form of government. The quick tran- 
sit of property from hand to hand; its circulation 
over the surface and through the channels of so- 
ciety ; the wealth of the rich seldom approaching 
to excess, and the limited means of the poor never 
descending to want, diffuse a love of liberty and 
manly independence of feeling necessary to the 
character of the freeman. The divisions of real 
property effected by the abolition of the primogeni- 
ture law has contributed more to strengthen our 
Republic than any other act of policy adopted by 
the States. 

With regard to removing these prohibitions, 
when once imposed, the thing is wholly imprac- 
ticable. If you protect a particular branch of 
manufactures, a greater amount of capital will be 
immediately invested in it, and the number of la- 
borers employed will be increased. Permit the 
influx of foreign articles of the same kind, and 
you bankrupt the master manufacturer, and doom 
to pauperism the laborers who would be fit for no 
other pursuits. To what use would you then a 
propriate the machinery and buildings? Would 
they add to the annual production of the country? 
Would they not be so much active capital de- 
stroyed? These restrictions, when once imposed, 
must be continued, and I have shown that they 
cannot be limited. This is the reason why ~~ 
land does not abrogate her restrictive system. It 
is so interwoven with the great interests of agri- 
culture, commerce, and manufactures, that it 
could not be repealed without annihilating a great 
part of the national capital. It would overwhelm 
millions with poverty and distress. Further to 
support his position, the gentleman read a decree 
of the Emperor Alexander, abolishing the system 
of unrestricted commerce, as destructive to the 
interests of the empire. We know very little of 
the internal condition of Russia. She had been 
involved for many years in the most exhausting 
and burdensome wars, the necessary consequences 
of which would be a decay of trade and impover- 
ishment of the people. It was easy for the Em- 
peror to have mistaken the cause, and to have at- 
tributed these effects to any thing else than his 
own wild and unbounded ambition. Mr. M. said, 
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at any rate, he was not disposed to accept a sys- 
tem of any kind from the hands of His Imperial 
Majesty. A prince who would put down the press 
as a pernicious engine; who condemned ail inter- 
ference of thé people in Government as a crime; 
who <ethheand. Gampientiond freedom as lawless 
usurpation, and who vindicated openly and avow- 
edly the divine right of Kings, would not be 
chosen by him as a legislator on any subject. 
The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Woop- 
son) commenced his address with an enthusiastic 
eulogium on the character of Alexander Hamil- 
ton, who strongly recommended this system in a 
report which he made when Secretary of the 
Treasury. He was not disposed to depreciate the 
intellectual powers of this distinguished citizen; 
on the contrary, no one held them in higher re- 
spect. But that Mr. Hamilton’s mind was strong- 
ly tinctured with English prejudice, and biased 
in favor of English institutions, is a fact which 
his warmest admirers must admit. If the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was so ready to adopt his 
system of taxation, would he be equally ready to 
adopt his political principles? We have reason 
to doubt the correctness of that man’s judgment 
on a subject of this kind, whose opinions on Gov- 
ernment were so adverse to those of the framers 
of the Constitution, and whose public and private 
life were not remarkable for consistency. But a 
damning fact to the system is, that, with all his 
personal address, supported by the confidence of 
the most popular man in the nation, General 
Wasuincron, he could not prevail on the mem- 
bers of the first Congress to adopt it. On the con- 
trary, at the very time that he submitted his re- 
port, our Ministers in Europe received instructions 
to form treaties on a basis of unrestricted com- 
merce, and the duties on importation were limited 
to the exigencies of Government. The gentle- 
man relied on a passage in the Message of the 
President. If that proves any thing, it is against 
his theory and his general course of reasoning. 
Mr. Monroe expressly declares that our manufac- 
tures have increased, and are increasing under the 
present tariff. On the contrary, the gentleman 
represents them as being in a state of decline, and 
makes that representation the basis of his argu- 
ment. Mr. M. said, on a difference of opinion in 
this matter, he would yield to the authority of the 
President. It was his duty to make the inquiry, 
and he had the means of collecting the most au- 
thentic information. In fact it was a little sur- 
— that gentlemen on the other side, who 
eclaimed so pathetically on bankrupt manufac- 
turers and declining establishments, did not re- 
collect that the only document on this subject, 
which had been submitted, was the Message of 
the President, and that was in direct contradic- 
tion to their statements. But there was no asser- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky, which had 
surprised him more than that a navy may be sup- 
rted without foreign commerce. This remark 
is perfectly original, and contrary to the experi- 
ence of all nations. One of the great objects of 
the celebrated navigation act of England, was to 
increase her carrying trade, in order to encourage 
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and multiply the number of seamen. She wa; 
then contending for the supremacy of the oceay 
with the Dutch, who at that time were the car. 
riers of the world. It was easy to see, if she 
could enjoy this trade, it would have the doubje 
effect of strengthening her own navy, and weak. 
— that of her rival. This was the operatiye 
and leading motive which suggested this celebra. 
ted regulation. He would ask the gentlemay 

where our landsmen are to receive their educatioy 

as sailors, if the foreign trade be annihilated? 

= managing the steamboats of the Ohio and 
ississipp! ? 

Mr. MircHe.u said, he would now endeavor 
to answer some of the positions advanced by the 
honorable Chairman (Mr. Top) who introduced 
the bill. He presented a most lamentable picture 
of the state of the country—that we had paid, 
tribute of more than $27,000,000 in the two last 
years, successively, for manufactures, the ray 
materials of which everywhere abounded—tha 
in consequence our coffers were drained of specie~ 
that the value of exchange was now twelve pe 
cent. in favor of England, and that these eyijs 
arose solely and entirely from the small encour. 
agement given to domestic manufactures. How, 
barter of raw for manufactured commodities could 
be called a tribute, or how it necessarily followed 
that such an exchange was injurious to the coun- 
try, Mr. M. said, was a problem to him. He had 
always thought that an instinctive knowledge of 
their true interests was a distinguishing trait of 
our countrymen. Their discernment in perceiy- 
ing, and their industry and enterprise in pursuing 
the most gainful employments, had first rendered 
them known to the European world. And the 
universal preference which they had given tw 

| agriculture and commerce over manufactures, was 

to him demonstration, that they were the mos! 
advantageous employments. That we should be 
compelled to make annually specie payments (0 
England, was neither a proof of poverty of the 
country, nor of the decay of trade. It will often 
occur that our importations may exceed our ex- 
portations with a particular country—that the 
balance may be annually paid in specie, and yel 
our whole trade be oelihia, For instance, we 
may purchase from England to a greater value 
than the amount of our exports, and still the pro- 
fits of our aggregate trade with the rest of the 
world, may be so great, as far to exceed our det 
ciencies in regard to England. If the whole im- 
ports of a country exceed its whole exports, there 
will soon be an end to foreign commerce. The 
mutual interests of nations will adjust their inter- 
course, and no regulations can supply the place 0! 
equivalent returns. 

The true criterion of a profitable trade is the 
prosperity at home, and little yeliance is to be 
placed on the theories of economists, and calcula- 
tions of financiers, or the return of custom-house 
officers. 

It is matter of some surprise to me, said Mr. M., 
that the gentleman should have mentioned the 
high rate of exchange in favor of England 4 
ground of lamentation. It certainly operates 4: 
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a bounty on domestic manufactures. If we have| bers; enormously in debt; without credit, and 
togive $112 here for $100 on England in pay-| with a Government so feeble and unstable as to 
ment of her manufactures, it must certainly en-| create universal distrust in foreign Courts: We 


hance their value to that amount. I should have 
supposed he would have hailed it as an omen pro- 
itious to his favorite pursuit. In fact, if the 
whole of his representation of our foreign trade, 
and of the state of the country were correct, it 
would be totally unnecessary for us to prohibit 
the introduction of English goods, for in a very 
short time, it would cease of itself from our ina- 
bility to purchase. 

The gentleman asserted that the system of free 
trade which we support, was a “new light”— 
“the production of a garret,” and asks emphati- 
cally “if any member of Parliament ever dared 
to implicate his character by condemning the re- 
strictive system.” The gentleman has the repu- 
tation of being a man of learning, and I hope he 
deserves it: but when he makes these assertions, 
he either betrays ignorance, or labors under a be- 
lief that he can impose on the Committee a great 
absurdity. If he will recur to a debate which 
took place on the 17th May, 1817, in the House 
of Commons, he will find the question which he 
puts, answered by two gentlemen, Mr. Brougham 
and Mr. Robinson—the one a leader of the oppo- 
sition, the other holding an important place in the 
Treasury Department—not the theorists of a gar- 
ret, but practical men, immersed in the business of 
human life—actors in a Government which has 
carried the restrictive system to its utmost extent, 
and who, at least, have had as much experience 
of its effects as the gentleman—they will tell him 
that the decline of the branches of industry in 
England, is, in a great measure, owing to the re- 
strictive system. Mr. Robinson, although a min- 
isterialist, expressly says, if the question were, 
whether the system should now be adopted, he 
would oppose it as one fraught with evil to the 
country. With regard to the novelty of an un- 
restricted commerce, he who fills the important 
station of Chairman of the Committee on Manu- 
factures should have recollected, that, more than 
fifty years ago, it was impressed on the British 
nation most strenuously by Adam Smith, in his 
work on the Wealth of Nations. No, Mr. Chair- 
man, the system which we recommend is no 
garret theory—the predjuction of no wild and 
speculative visionary—no mushroom of a night’s 
growth—it is a system which philosophers and 
politicians have concurred in applauding—which 
was adopted by the immortal Congress of 1790, 
Which has been continued by our successive ad- 
ministrations since that time, and under the in- 
fluence of which our country has flourished to a 
degree as yet unparalleled. 

he Chairman asserts, that, from the end of our 
Revolutionary war to the adoption of the Consti- 
tution, our country was in a most disastrous state, 
and he attributes its difficulties entirely to the 
prevalence of an unrestricted commerce. He 
must be infatuated with a system, indeed, who 
would attribute to a cause of this kind, the impov- 
erishment and distress of a country just emerged 
from a war of seven years ; distracted in its mem- 





were distressed, not because our commerce was 
free, but because we had no commerce at all; not 
because the productions of Europe were admitted 
without the proposed tariff, but, because the col- 
liding jealousies and monopolizing spirit of the 
States interrupted and hampered their admission. 

From this scene of distress the Chairman turned 
to England, and he deseribed “this rock of the 
Northern ocean as an Eden in taste and cultiva- 
tion ;” although in extent no greater than one of 
our small States, her resources were inexhaustible, 
possessing a specie capital not only to answer her 
own exigencies, but to lend us in time of need; 
that her agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, 
were in a most flourishing condition, and all owing 
to her restrictions in trade. The gentleman did 
not state his authority for this glowing picture. 
But I must request him to recur again to the de- 
bate which I have just quoted, and he will seea 
representation in every respect the reverse of what 
he has painted. Mr. Brougham declares that 
the different branches of her industry are in a 
most declining condition ; that, in the city of Bir- 
mingham, the great workshop of the Kingdom, 
one-third of the work people are wholly out of 
employ, and the rest are at half work; that ina 
population of eighty-six thousand people, twenty- 
seven thousand receive parish relief ; that in the 
cotton factories, wages are as low as five shillings 
a week, and with this the laborer has to support 
his family ; that these wretched beings could 
scarcely purchase half a pound of oatmeal a day, 
which, mixed with a little salt and water, consti- 
tuted their whole food ; that the symptoms of de- 
cay were equally visible in London, the great em- 
porn of the nation, and that a visible diminution 

ad taken place in the consumption of luxuries 
all over the country, manifested by a material de- 
falcation in the produce of the customs and excise. 
The ability of England to iend us money, that 
statesman does not attribute to superabundance, 
but to a decay of all the branches of industry. 
His words are, “ the want of employment at home 
‘has driven the capital abroad, and signs of this 
‘emigration have manifested themselves in the 
‘ negotiation of loans with foreign Powers. One 
‘transaction of this kind has been already con- 
‘cluded with France, and, undoubtedly, a great 

‘ part of the money to be advanced in it will come 
‘ trom the capitalists of this country. America is 
| ‘said to have two speculations of the same kind 
‘ going on, the present moment, in this city.” To 
all these facts Mr. Robinson assents, and concurs 
in attributing them, in a great measure, to the re- 
strictions on trade. I can offer no rebuttal of the 
eulogium of the gentleman on the restrictive sys- 
tem, and of its effects on the industry of England, 
stronger than is contained in the statements of 
those two distinguished Commoners. 

The Chairman has attacked the eloquent de- 
scription which my friend from Georgia (Mr. 
TATTNALL) gave of the moral and physical char- 
acter of those employed in manufactures, and 
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triumphantly asks if General Greene, who was, at | suspending all intercourse with them? Rather 
one period of his life, the superintendent of a | than submit to an aggression of this kind, did no, 
blacksmith’s shop, was a man of this cast. He} we sustain immense sacrifices in our lumber anq 
has totally mistaken and misapplied the observa- | provision trade? Are we not then to conclude 
tions of my friend. They evidently were not | that when we prohibit the importations of thei, 
directed to those who are generally termed me- | woollens, that they will lay a similar interdict oy 
chanics, but to such as are employed in the manv- | the articles which constitute our exchanges wii) 
factories which this bill is intended to promote.| them? How then are we to furnish ourselye 
No two persons can differ more in character than | with woollens? We have no manufactories oj 
the mechanic and the manufacturer. The one is | that description established; if we had, where js 
a free man, the other a slave; the one, by whole-| the wool to supply them? Last year we import. 
some exertion in the open air, is healthful and ath- | ed 1,700,000 weight of wool, but, to supply the 
letic ; the other, by being confined to a work-bench, | United States, it would take ten times as much, 
and constantly inhaling a pestiferous atmosphere, | or more. Will you importit from England ? She 
is ricketty and short-lived, and by being placed, | will not encourage your factories, by supplying 
at an early age, among a promiscuous crowd of| them with the raw material. Will you go to 
both sexes, grows up ignorant of every thing but | Spain? Depend upon it, you would be disap. 
his trade, and initiated in the most vicious prac-| pointed there. There is no sacrifice which Ene. 
tices. To prove that the description of the gen-| land would not make to Spain to induce her io 
tleman from Georgia is correct, refer the Chair- | withhold from you a supply of wool. What then 
man to all the debates of the British Parliament | are our laboring people to do? Wait, say you, 
on the subject. I ask him to read the speech of | until our manufactories are built and a sufficient 
Sir Robert Peel on submitting the cotton factory | number of sheep are raised to supply them. This 
bill for regulating the hours in which children | language may be used in regard to luxuries, or 
should be employed at work, and let him then say, | comforts; but you surely will not apply it to ne. 
in the face of his country, whether the education | cessaries. Before you _use this language to the 
of a manufacturer is the education of a freeman; people of the United States you must pass an act 
whether, as a patriot, he would prefer such a class | to mitigate the cold of Winter and heat of Sun- 
of citizens to our intelligent agriculturists and | mer. You mustso alter the obliquity of the globe, 
hardy seamen; and, considering the happiness of | as that we shall have pepe Spring. Bu 
the people, and the duration of the Government, | where will be your revenue? These articles will 
whether it would not be better to limit than in-| always command a purchaser, and will as certain- 
crease the class of manufacturers ? ly be smuggled into the country, as you exist. 
I have hitherto, in aswering our opponents, con- | You must satisfy the people of the equity of a 
fined myself to the positions which they took. I| law, before it will be obeyed. But put it to your 
will now conclude with a few observations on the | selves—if your families were shivering with cold, 
details of the bill, and their effect on our foreign | and clothing could not be otherwise purchased, 
relations. The articles most severely burdened,| would you be very scrupulous in examining 
are coarse woollens and osnaburgs. The Commit-| whence the article was brought, which was offer- 
tee will recollect that these constitute the clothing | ed you for sale? Would you lay hold of the 
of our poorest citizens—those employed in the| merchant and tell him that his woollens must 
most menial and laborious services, and who are | have been smuggled, as they had a foreign mark! 
most necessitous. To the fisherman, the sailor, | No, sir, when you reflect that the prohibition was 
and the laborer of every description, these are ne- | imposed merely to enrich your neighbor, you will 
cessaries which cannot be done without. And is| be quite indifferent as to its enforcement. Out 
it policy to tax articles of this description ? Tax | seaports would be soon overstocked with woollens, 
the rich, tax luxuries, tax comforts, but for God’s | which would come cheaper as they would be free 
sake spare the poor. Do not oppress them in the | of duty. Do the friends of the bill support it to in- 
use of ,articles which the severity of the elements | crease revenue? There is no axiom more certain 
and the sensibility of their bodies declare, they | in finance than that high duties diminish revenue. 
cannot dispense with. And what will be the ef-| The experiment has been made again and again 
fect of these regulations on our foreign commerce ? | in England, and the result has been always the 
Will not the nations against whom they are di-| same. Do you support the bill to encourage do- 
rected, retaliate? Will they not impose corres- | mestic woollens ?—The smuggler would be always 
ponding duties on the products which we send | able to undersell you. If the fair merchant, pay- 
them ? What was our conduct in similar circum- | ing a duty of twenty-five per cent. undersells you, 
stances? When France imposed such a discrim-| depend upon it that your goods would rot in the 
inating duty on our productions exported in our | warehouse in a competition with the smuggler, 
own vessels, as to preclude them from the trade, | who imports them free of duty. The effects then 
did we not retaliate by laying an impost of $18 a| will be to encourage smuggling, give a death-blow 
ton on her vessels transporting her produce ? Was | to domestic manufactures—diminish revenue— 
not the intercourse between the two nations sus-| and force you to resort to direct taxation, and ex- 
pended by these mutual restrictions, until the late | cise duties, the least tolerable of all the imposition’ 
convention was made? When England confined | of Government. 
the trade between her islands and the United| When Mr. Mircue ty had concluded— 
States, to British bottoms, did we not pass an act The question was taken on striking from the 
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bill the enacting clause ; which is equivalent to a | 
rejection of it; and there appeared—in favor of | 
striking it out 51; and against it 77. 
(The bill is yet in Committee, to be gone | 
through in detail, for the purpose of amendment.] | 
The Committee then rose, and the House ad- | 
journed at a quarter before 10 o’clock. 





Tuurspay, February 13. 


Another member, to wit, from South Carolina, 
Grores McDurrte, appeared, and took his seat. | 
Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- , 
lic Lands, to which was referred the Message 


} from the President of the United States, commv- | 


nicated to this House on the 25th of February, | 
1822, enclosing a report of the Secretary of War, | 
respecting the extinguishment of the Indian title | 


) to lands the right of soil in which is claimed by | 


an individual State or States, &c., made a report | 


thereon; which was read, and ordered to lie on | 
the table. 

Mr. Puumer, of New Hampshire, from the | 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for | 
the relief of Edmund Kinsey and William Smi- 
lie; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Daruineron, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the General Assembly of the State of Ala- 
bama, on behalf of Colonel Samuel Dale, with 
other representations in behalf of the said Colo- 
nel Dale, made an unfavorable report thereon ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Buack.epeg, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings, who were instructed to inquire 
into and report what alterations are necessary to 
be made in the Representatives’ Hall, for the ac- 
commodation of the Eighteenth Congress, made 
areport; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 


» from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
| additional documents, to be appended to his re- 


port, dated on the 11th instant, in relation to the 
surveying of the public lands.—Laid on the table. 

Bills of the Senate of the following titles : 

Ist. An act for the relief of Eleanor Law- 
rence; and, 2d. An act to regulate the commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and 
certain British colonial ports, were read twice, 
and referred ; the Ist, to the Committee of Claims, 
and the 2d to the Committee on Commerce. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. McLangs, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLane, pursuant to the notice he gave 
on Tuesday last, then moved that the Committee 
do now take up the bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1823. 

Mr. Top asked if this motion was in order, and 
moved to take up the unfinished business of yes- 
terday—the bill concerning the encouragement of 
domestic manufactures. 


General Appropriation Bill. 





H. or R. 





The Cuatrman having declared that the first 
motion was in order- - 

The question was taken thereon, and decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 73, noes 61. 

The Committee then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill making the general appropriations 
for the expenditures of the civil list for the cur- 
rent year. 2 

As usual, a good deal of skirmishing debate took 
place on those passages of the bill proposing ap- 
a ag for the pay of a few clerks in the 
public offices, who are not appointed in pursuance 
of the provisions of law, but employed on the con- 
tingency of Congress appropriating money for 
their compensation. 

Mr. Cocke moved to strike out, in succession, 
several of these clerks—and Mr. McLane, Mr. 
LIncoLn, and others opposed him. The motions 
were generally negatived. 

Mr. Trimste, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the bill, by inserting a clause “ For the repair and 
preservation of the Cumberland road, $25,000.” 

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, Mr. Lirrte, 
Mr. Top, and Mr. BucHanan, spoke on the pro- 
priety of introducing the proposed appropriation 
in this bill. An objection having been made by 
Mr. Top, as to how this money should be disposed 
of, if appropriated, 

Mr. Haron offered the following as amendatory 
of the proposition of Mr. TRIMBLE: 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized 
to employ a suitable person or agent to superintend 
the repair of the said road.” 

Mr. TRIMBLE received this as a modification of 
his amendment. 

When Mr. Harpin and Mr. Wriaut had de- 
livered their sentiments on the proposed amend- 
ment— 

Mr. Buchanan accompanied his remarks on 
the subject with an amendment, which he pro- 
posed to Mr. TrimBLe’s amendment. 

[The amendment, of three sections in length, 
proposes a recession to the States of Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, of those parts of the 
road which fall within their jurisdiction, on con- 
dition that they will, respectively, forever kee 
such portion of the road in good repair, and shall 
collect no more toll than is necessary for that pur- 
pose, and to defray the expense of collection, im- 
posing upon them, also, the obligation of annually 
accounting for the tolls received, and the manner 
in which the tolls are expended.] 

Mr. Stewart, Mr. Farrewiy, and Mr. ALex- 
ANDER, joined in the discussion, the course of 
which involved the Constitutional powers of Con- 
gress, and the principles on which it should act in 
relation to the general system of internal improve- 
ments. 

The Committee then, on motion of Mr. Ross, 
of Ohio, rose, and the House adjourned at half- 
past four. 





Fripay, February 14. 
Mr. Wiuutams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, to which was referred the 
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bill from the Senate, entitled “An act forthe relief | The question which was raised was, whether q 
of Eleanor Lawrence,” reported the same without | blank in one part of the bill (for the amount of 
amendment; and the bill was committed to the | the duty on raw wool imported) could be filled jp 
Committee of the Whole. the House, not having been debated in the Com. 

Mr. Wit.iams, from the same committee, made | mittee of the Whole? This question the Speaxgr 
a report on the petition of Henry Lee, one of the | decided in the affirmative. 
sureties of John Ricaud, accompanied by a bill for| A good deal of conversation, pro and con, took 
his relief; which was read twice, and ordered to | place, as well on the question of discharging the 
lie on the table. Committee as on the point of order; in which 

Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the Com-| Messrs. Cotpen, Top, Gornam, Epwarps, of 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to punish | North Carolina, Buchanan, CaMBRELENG, Wi. 
frauds committed on the Government of the Uni-| t1ams, of North Carolina, Sereeant, Bassery 
ted States; which was read twice, and commit- | Harpin, Mattary, Newron, Curupert, ani 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. TATTNALL took part. 

Mr. PLumenr, from the same committee, towhich| In the course of the debate— 

Was recommitted the bill to authorize the hold-| Mr. Co.pen professed himself friendly to man- 
ing of a district court at Louisville, in Kentucky, | ufactures, but not in favor of this bill as it now 
reported the same with an amendment; and the | stands, believing that some of the duties proposed 
bill was committed toa Committee of the Whole. | would be prejudicial rather than beneficial 

Mr. Biacktence, from the Committee on the | manufactures; and was opposed to dischargin 
Public Buildings, made a report in relation to the | the Committee, because the bill required much 
state of and progress in completing the said build- | amendment. 
ings, accompanied by a bill making appropria-| Mr. Curnpert denounced this motion as ap 
tions for the said buildings; which bill was read | attempt to violate the virtue and substance of the 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the | rule which is above quoted; to break down those 
Whole. barriers and guards with which the House had 

On motion of Mr. Metcatre, the C. mittee | fenced itself around; and he appealed to every 
on Indian Affairs were instructed to inquire whe- | thing that is good and virtuous in the House not 
ther any, and if any, what abuses have been com- | to press upon those upon whom this was to ope- 
mitted by the late Superintendent of Indian Trade, | rate most severely, with this precipitation, with 
(Colonel T. L. McKenney,) in the purchase or | this ferocity. 
sale of goods, under the several laws formerly reg-| Mr. Serceanr expressed his opinion, as the 
ulating the Indian trade; and that the committee | course proposed would, it was now known, intro- 
have power to send for persons and papers. duce a question of order, on which an appeal 

THE NEW TARIFF BILL. | would be taken from the decision of the Chair, 

Mr. Top, of Pennsylvania, made a motion to | causing probably much debate, that it would be 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the | more advisable that the motion to discharge the 
state of the Union from the further consideration | Committee of the Whole should be withdrawn. _ 
of the bill for the more effectual protection and| , Mr. Tarrnact, believing that the operation o! 
encouragement of domestic manufactures. this motion, if it succeeded, would be in the nature 

This was a motion which was intended by the | of a gag-law, required the question to be taken by 
mover to bring the bill directly before the House | Yeas and nays, that the people might see what 
for amendment, and eventually to obtain a ques- | members on this floor were disposed to support 
tion on its passage, more speedily and more cer- | Motion of that nature. 
tainly than if the discussion were to be suffered to| The question was taken by yeas and nays ac- 
go on in Committee of the Whole. cordingly ; and the votes were as follow: 

The motion being, therefore, a leading one, it} _Yxas—Messrs. Barber of Conn., Barber of Ohio, 
produced a little excitement in the House, on the | Borland, Breckenridge, Brown, Buchanan, Burrows, 
part of those who are opposed to the bill in prin- | Campbell of New York, Cassedy, Chambers, Condict, 
ciple, and on the part of those who desire mate- | Cook, Darlington, Denison, Dickinson, Edwards o! 
rial amendments to be made in the bill. The ex- | Comnecticut, Edwards of Pennsylvania, Farrelly, Find: 
citement was not lessened, by a question of order | !2¥» Forward, Gebhard, Gross, Harris, Hawks, Hemp: 
having arisen of a novel and somewhat important | 5!!! Faopahes meine Spee Henniaey 4 ov 
character, which was decided by the SPEAKER, | \yrSh or. Mathack, Motcalfe, Minghell of Bennsvlvs. 
debated, and an appeal from it indicated, though |; ey ee ee ee ees 
th 543 aia not seal t itself th etry. | Dias Morgan, Murray, Patterson of Pennsylvania, 

€ question Cid not really present Liseil, the Sus- | Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of Pennsylvania, Rochester, 
gestion of it being in anticipation only of what! Rogers, Ross, Ruggles, Russ, Sergeant, Sloane, Ster- 
might occur in the course of the prosca 


i : 3S; | ling of Connecticut, Sterling of New York, Stewart 
should the motion of Mr. Top prevail. The bill Swan, Taylor, Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Udree, 


contains one blank. The 80th rule of the House! Van Rensselaer, Walworth, Wood, Woodcock, and 
is in the following words: Woodson—67. 

“80. No motion or proposition for a tax or charge Nays—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Ten- 
upon the people shall be discussed the day in which | nessee, Ball, Barstow, Bassett, Baylies, Bayly, Black- 
it is made or offered, and every such propesition shall | ledge, Burton, Cambreleng, Campbell of Ohio, Can- 
receive its first discussion in a Committee of the whole | non, Carter, Colden, Conkling, Conner, Crafts, Cush- 


House.” |man, Cuthbert, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards of 
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ain tenner ewer 
North Carolina, Floyd, Fuller, Garnett, Gilmer, Gist, 
Gorham, Govan, Hall, Hamilton, Hardin, Herrick, 
Hill, Hobart, Hooks, Jackson, Jones of Tennessce, 
Kent, Keyes, Kirkland, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchfield, 
McCoy, McDuffie, McNeill, Mallary, Mattocks, Mer- | 
cer, Mitchell of South Carolina, Moore of Alabama, | 
Neale, Nelson of Massachusetts, Nelson of Maryland, 
Newton, Patterson of New York, Phillips, Plumer of 
New Hampshire, Poinsett, Rankin, Reed of Maryland, 
Reid of Georgia, Rhea, Rich, Rodney, Russell, Saun- 
ders, Arthur Smith, Alexander Smith, William Smith, 
A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, Tattnall, Thompson, | 
Tucker of South Carolina, Upham, Van Wyck, Walk- | 
er, Warfield, Whipple, White, Williams of Virginia, | 
Williams of North Carolina, Williamson, and Wil- | 
son—88. 

So the House refused to discharge the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole from the further consideration of | 
the bill. 
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cede the road must be coincident to the power to 
put gates upon it, the right to exercise which was 
at the last session denied by the Executive to ex- 
ist in Congress. To agree to the measure pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, there- 
fore, would be to present to the President a prop- 
osition to which it is known beforehand he will 
not assent. 

Mr. Puituips, of Pennsylvania, briefly expressed 
his views of the question. He was in favor of 
the amendment proposed by his colleague. 

Mr. Wuire, of Vermont, said he was in favor 
of the amendment offered by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to the amendment pro- 
posed by the honorable gentleman from Kentucky. 

Since the National Government, said Mr. W., 
has been at so great expense to make the Cum- 
berland road, rather than it should be left to di- 
lapidate, and be destroyed, I will vote for the ap- 
propriation to put the road in full and complete 


On motion of Mr. Top, the House then re-| repair; provided that provisidn be also made for 


solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, Mr. ToMLINson in the} Government. 


Chair. 


Mr. McLane obtained the floor, and moved to} 


take up the General Appropriation bill, in the 
discussion of which some progress was made yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Top intimated that it would be in order, if 


the Committee should refuse to take up that bill, | 


to take up the other bill (the tariff bill) which is 
before the same Committee. 

The question on Mr. McLane’s motion pre- 
vailed—76 to 71 votes—and the House proceeded 
to consider the Appropriation bill. 


future repairs without expense to the General 
In my estimation it would be just 
and right that, in future, the road should keep 
itself in repair by the collection of tolls for that 
purpose. 

I must confess, however, that I extremely re- 
gret that the gentleman from Kentucky has seen 
fit to encumber the General Appropriation bill 
with the subject of the Cumberland road. It 
would have been a fairer mode of legislation, and, 


|in my estimation, more parliamentary, to have 
| presented this subject for consideration in the bill 


reported from the Senate especially for that pur- 
pose, which stands referred to this committee. 


The question pending when the Committee| But, sir, since the subject has been presented in 


rose yesterday, was on an amendment moved by | this shape, and the discussion has proceeded thus 
Mr. Triste, of Kentucky, to appropriate $25,000 | far, it may be a saving of time to connect it with 
for the repair of the Cumberland road, to which | this bill; therefore I do not consider it very im- 
Mr. Bucuanan, of Pennsylvania, had proposed an | portant in this use to be over nice about modes 
amendment, the object of which was to recede the | and forms. 

road to the States in which the several portions! If the friends of the road are sincere in making 
of it lie, on condition of their engaging to keep| their deciarations, they will ask nothing more. 


the road in repair, &c. 

Some conversation took place as to the propri- 
ety of urging the counexion of this question with 
the discussion of the principle of the bill. The 
gentleman who moved the first amendment de- 
clined to withdraw it. 

Mr. Warrie.p, of Maryland, then addressed 
the Committee at considerable length in favor of 
the appropriation of money for the repair of the 
road, and against the course proposed by Mr. 
BucHaNan. 

Mr. Ross, of Ohio, followed on the same side, 
also pretty much at large, adverting particularly 
to the origin of the fund which is pledged to re- 
fund the money which the road cost, making the 
consent of the State of Ohio necessary to the pro- 
posed recession. 

Mr. Netson, of Maryland, regretting the intro- 
duction of the subject upon this bill, proceeded to 
discharge a duty which his situation bound him 
to, by giving his reasons against Mr. BucHANAN’s 
Proposition. One argument particularly he used 
with considerable effect. viz: that the power’ to 


| They have declared a willingness to erect toll- 
gates and collect toll sufficient to keep the road in 
repair. But it has been decided by the President 
that the Government of the United States have 
‘not the Constitutional power to establish gates 
and force the collection of toll on said road. What, 
then, is to be done, sir, but to adopt the course 
proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania ?— 
to cede the road to the States respectively through 
which it leads. 
But gentlemen object to this course, and say It 
would be placing the road under the guardianship 
of “its own worst enemies,” who would destroy 
it, or, by neglect, would leave it to dilapidate and 
be destroyed. But can any honorable gentleman 
be serious in making this assertion? Are not the 
conditions proposed sufficiently guarded? If the 
| cession be made and accepted with the conditions 
proposed, the States must keep the road in repair, 
and collect but barely toll sufficient for that pur- 
pose, and must annually render an account to this 
Government. Where then is the danger of which 
some gentlemen have such fearful apprehensions ? 
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If the conditions should not be complied with in | of the West. No, sir, it cannot be just. 
good faith, by the States, the cession would be 
void, and the road remain as much under the con- 
trol of Congress as it now is—and this Govern- 
ment could then, if they please, continue to make 
can now. Where then, 


repairs, the same as the 


I would ask, are the difficulties that gentlemen 
would throw in the way ? 


But, sir, were the cession of the road to be 


made and accepted by the States, without any 
conditions, can any honorable gentleman be seri- 


ous in saying that the road would be in danger of | public burdens without a murmur. 
y 


going to destruction? Will any gentleman seri- 
ously say, that either of the enlightened, patri- 
otic, and magnanimous States, through which the 
road leads, should they receive the guardianship 
of so stupendous and magnificent a work, the pro- 
duct of national munificence, would not feel a 
pride in cherishing and preserving that work, ra- 
ther than destroy it ,or suffer it to go to ruin? 
No, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen cannot be serious ; 
no honorable gentleman would be guilty of so 
foul a slander. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania wno has spoken with so much vehemence 
on this occasion, has, I apprehend, suffered his 
zeal to carry him too far. 

And now, sir, is it not just aad equitable, as it 
respects other sections of the United States, that 
this road, which has been built by the nation, at 
sO great an expense, should in future maintain it- 
self? The people who inhabit the cold and in- 
hospitable regions of the North labor under as 
great inconveniences, with respect to roads, as the 
people of the West possibly can. 

A high and rugged chain of mountains extends 
through the centre almost the whole length of 
the State of Vermont; across which several roads 
have been made, at great expense, by the enter- 
prise and liberality of individuals; for travelling 
on which the citizens are obliged to pay toll; 
and yet, the proprietors of those roads do not, 
after defraying the expense of repairs, receive 
more than from one to three per cent. on the sums 
actually expended in making the roads. 

An honorable member, now in my eye, my ven- 
erable and worthy colleague, from his own private 
funds, has expended more than forty thousand 
dollars, in making a road across the Green Mount- 
ains, and though the traveller pays a high toll for 
passing thereon, for nearly twenty years past, this 
road has not yielded the proprietor one cent more 
than sufficient to make the necessary repairs. 
The State which I in part have the honor to rep- 
resent is an inland State, remote from market. 
The farmers are obliged to transport their pro- 
duce by land, at great expense; and go which 

way they will, they meet a turnpike gate, and are 
subject to the panes of tolls. Now, sir, per- 
mit me to appeal to the candor, liberality, justice, 
and good sense of gentlemen, whether it be just 
and equitable, that the good people of Vermont, 
since the Cumberland road has been made at so 
reat expense by the National Government, should 
fs annually taxed to keep it in repair? To keep 
a free road? And for whom? ‘The people who 
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T 
little State of Vermont, which during the saa 
gle for independence, maintained her ground, ang 
single-handed defended herself, not only agains 
the invasions of the savage foe, tories, and hosti}, 
British troops, but against the encroachments and 
unjust claims of the State of New York, is fa 
from being rich. Yet, her citizens, high-minded 
and patriotic, who, by persevering industry and 
economy, can barely obtain a comfortable sup- 
port, will patiently r their just proportion of 
ut, sir, if 
ou tax them annually to keep in repair the 

Cumberland road, they will feel themselves ag- 

grieved, and will consider it unequal and unjust. 

yet, notwithstanding, with respect to them, | wil| 
not say, as was said by an honorable gentleman 
on a former occasion, with respect to his constit. 
vents at the South. But, sir, will ask leave to 
amend the declaration of that honorable genie. 
man, when I apply it to my constituents, by strik- 
ing out the word not. he patriotic citizens of 
Vermont, sir, though they should feel themselves 
aggrieved, and even oppressed by the acts of 
Congress, will not oppose those acts, by resisting 
the constituted authorities. No, sir, but to use 
the declaration of the honorable gentleman, as 
amended—“ they will submit; by heavens they 
will!’ But, sir, lL wish to have it expressly un- 
derstood, that they are not characters, composed 
of “dough faces,” to be first frightened, and di- 
verted from their purposes by empty threats, and 
thereby cheated out of their just rights. If the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania be adopted, I shall vote for the appropri- 
ation to put the road in repair, hoping and trust- 
ing that hereafter the Cumberland road, of which 
we have heard so much, will be made to keep it- 
self in repair, or be repaired by the State author- 
ities, as are roads in other sections of this coun- 
try, and thereby relieve the National Government 
from any further trouble or expense. And I do, 
sir, most conscientiously believe that, if the pre- 
servation of the Cumberland road be all that gen- 
tlemen, who have spoken with so much zeal on 
the subject, want, they will, one and all, vote for 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. But if their zeal arises from ano- 
ther cause; if they wish to retain the road asa 
bone of contention, whereby National and State 
rights may constantly be brought in collision, 
then they will vote against it. Mr. W. concluded 
by hoping that the amendment to the amendment 
might be adopted. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, next delivered his views 
in opposition to theamendment of Mr. Bucwanan. 

Mr. Wriaut, of Maryland, then spoke against 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania. 

Mr. Keyes, of Vermont, spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: On the subject of the Cumber- 
land road, or, more properly speaking, the Na- 
tional road, now under consideration, I will not, 
in speaking on this question, occupy more time 
than I have in trying to get the floor to speak. 


possess and enjoy the luxuriant and fertile regions | Mr. Chairman, by the acts and laws of the Con- 
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changed, before he is permitted to 
cations and lighthouses have been erected. Have | pass the gate. Sir, this road is one hundred and 
not Congress appropriated money to repair those | thirty miles in length; and, if you set up a gate 
ships, fortifications, and lighthouses, when they | for every ten miles, you will have thirteen gates : 
have been out of repair? Or have they let them! you must also build toll-houses near each gate ; 
oto destruction? No, sir; they have made the! and you must provide for each gate a toll-gatherer, 
necessary repairs, and not suffered them to go to| or money-cateher—call him what you please. 
ruin. ell, Mr. Chairman, by the acts and laws! And, Mr. Chairman, I ask, what will all this 
of Congress, the Cumberland road has been con-| cost. Sir, it will cost ten or fifteen thousand dol- 
structed. ‘That road is now out of repair. It has | lars, at least, for the first year, or more; for you 
cost this nation nearly two millions of dollars; | will give your toll-gatherers from five hundred to 
and we ought not to let it go to ruin for the want | one thousand dollars each a year, or perhaps much 
of a little repairing. Sir, if I have made a cor-! more. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of appro- 


F rect estimate, it has cost about fourteen thousand | priating money sufficient to make the first repairs. 


dollars a mile; and, if the money was well laid , But, sir, 1 am opposed to giving this road to the 
out in making this road, it will not cost much to | States of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
keep it in repair, after the first repairs are made, if | or any other State or States, for them to erect 
well made—future repairs will cost but a trifle. | gates and take toll. Sir, if this road is ceded to 
When a road is first made, through a rough, | the aforesaid States, it is uncertain whether they 
mountainous, hilly country, and steep side hills to | will take it or not. And, further, if once ceded 
make it upon, when you have to cut the upper | away, it never again will. be a free road; or, if 
side of the road deep, next to the steep hill or , ever, not short of one hundred years. Sir, if you 
mountain, the mountain or hill will for awhile | take this mode of getting rid of the National road, 
slip down into the upper side of the road; and the | you will adopt a sure way to lessen the value of 
dust and stones, thus tumbling into the road, must | your Western lands, and incense your Western 
be thrown over the lower side; and, when so| brethren. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt but 
done, it will widen the road, and make it the bet- | people will soon settle on this road, and be suffi- 
te. Mr. Chairman, I ask, what motives had | cient to keep it in good repair with their common 
Congress in making this road? Was it to ac-| highway taxes, and not be burdened with higher 
commodate our Western brethren, whom we love | taxes than other people are on other roads—for 
so well, and for the benefit of our Western lands? | people always like to settle on good roads. Sir, I 
But, sir, admitting Congress has no regard for | wish a good, thorough superintendent may be ap- 
our Western brethren, who have been of so much | pointed—a man that will work himself, and be 
benefit to us in settling a part of that Western | always present with the men; and the laborers 


- country ; still we ought to consider that we have | should be hired for the term of six months; the 


more land in the West than we can number into | money from Government being sure, the men, 
acres. Yes, sir, the United States have more | thus hired, ought to repair this road with good 
than four hundred millions of acres, and how} economy. And, in my opinion, by adopting this 
much more I cannot tell, in the Western country. | mode, it would not cost the United States half the 


| And, Mr. Chairman, | think Congress has acted | money to repair this road as it would by letting 





very wisely in making this Cumberland road,| it out in jobs. Mr. Chairman, it is true, as my 
leading over the hills and mountains to that| colleague has stated, I have spent large sums of 
ee i has oe hse ee ore ala — A pr part . me 
members of this House, what benefit is this Na- | country where I live when I am at home, when 
tional road to Maine and Georgia? Well, sir, I | first went into it, when we had to travel the roads, 
will ask, is not Maine and Georgia interested in| with a cart or wagon loaded with six or eight 
theland? Yes; and all the other States of this | hundred weight, we had to employ half a dozen 
Union are also equally interested in this National | men, to hang on one side or the other, to keep the 
road, leading to those lands. But, sir, a gentle- | cart from turning over; but, since we have con- 
man, who spoke yesterday, when this question | structed our turnpike roads, one man can drive 
was under consideration, said something about | his team with a load of two or three tons on his 
heaping up coals of fire. I did not know the | wagon. And, sir, although these roads give no 
man’s name, nor do I know where he belongs; | dividends to their owners or proprietors, yet the 
but I know he is a member of the House, for I re- | money expended in making them is not wholly 
collect his face well enough. Well, sir, what did | lost; for the farms and wild lands which they go 
he mean by heaping up coals of fire? Sir, if he | through, or lead to, is worth double as much as it 
will keep his heap of coals, and have them ready | ever would have been without having these roads 
to burn the timber which may be prepared to| made to travel upon. Mr. Chairman, I know not 
build the contemplated gates, I will go with him, | how other gentlemen feel about giving away this 
and help to kindle the fire. Sir, I think toll-| road; but, sir, if 1 should, by my vote, give away 
gates are a curse to their owners, and to theircus-| two millions of the United States eres ; 
tomers also; for the owners of turnpike roads do} should not dare to return home. Sir, | hope 
iene hog oe their an eis ee ee noe ert i 
epair; and the traveller, when he comes to| if I have, I presume they will g - 
the gate, must make the chan e; but, if he can- propriating a sum sufficient at once to repair the 
not, then he must go back to the city or town, to| National road. Sir, I find some gentlemen, who 


€ 
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are in favor of repairing the road, seem rather in- 


clined to vote to ng ag the money in the bill 
which came from the Senate. But, sir, since we 
have the matter now before us, I think it would 
be a saving of time to decide upon it at this time. 
Sir, this road is the property of the nation, and I 
think it the duty of Congress to take care of it. 

When Mr. K. sat down, the Committee rose, 
and the House adjourned. 





Satourpay, February 15. 

Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petitions of Joseph Noriego, and of Peter Alva 
and Francisco Bonel, reported a bill to carry into 
effect the ninth article of the treaty concluded be- 
tween the United States and Spain, on the 22d of 
February, 1819; which bill was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Piume_nr, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject has been referred, reported a bill to 
alter the times of holding the district courts of the 
United States for the district of Vermont; which 
was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time on Monday next. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Coffee ; which was read twice, and committed to 


the Committee of the Whole to which is commit- | 


ted the bill for the relief of James Ross. 
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extend the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank of Aloy. 
andria, in the District of Columbia,” was req; 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Djs. 
trict of Columbia. 

A Message received yesterday from the Prog. 
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES Was read, and is 
follows : 
To the House of Representatives of the United States 

In compliance with a resolution of the House oj 
Representatives, of the 22d January last, requesting 
the communication to the House of all the correspop. 
dence between the Government of the United State 
and Great Britain, relating to the negotiation of thy 
convention of the 20th October, 1818, which may not 
be inconsistent with the public interest,—I transmi 
herewith to the House a report from the Secretary oj 
State, together with the papers requested by the reso. 
lution of the House.* 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasarncton, February 13, 1822. 

The Message, report, and documents, were lai 
on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a repor 
from the Secretary of the Treasury on so much 
of the memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Alabama as relates to the sale of the put- 
lic lands in the counties of Jackson and Decatw, 
in that State, referred to him on the 3d instant; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a |e. 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting: 


Mr. RankIn, from the same committee, to which | statement of the expenditures at the national ar 
was referred, on the 20th of December, 1822, the | mories, and of the arms made and repaired theres, 


memorial of the General Assembly of Louisiana, 
reported a bill granting a tract of land to the in- 
habitants of the parish of Point Coupee, on certain 


to lie on the table. 


during the year 1822; rendered in obedience t 
an act, passed on the 2d of April, 1794; whici 
letter and statement were laid on the table. 


conditions ; which bill was read twice, and ordered | On motion of Mr. TatrTnatt, the Committee 
1'N 


Mr. Rankin, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject was referred on the 7th ultimo, report- 
eda bill concerning the signature of the President 
of the United States to patents for land; which 


the Whole. 


On motion of Mr. Wituiams, of North Caro- | 
lina, the House took up the bill for the relief of | 


aval Affairs were instructed to inquire into th: 

ropriety of continuing the pension heretofore al- 
fowed to the widow of the late Lieutenant Elber, 
of the United States Navy. 


was read twice, and committed to a Committee of | ADMIRALTY COURT AT LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Mr. BRECKENRIDGE moved to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consid: 
eration of the bill authorizing the holding of th 


Henry Lee; and the report in his case having | district court in Louisville, Kentucky; which me 
been read, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for | tion was agreed to. 


a third reading. 


1 


Mr. CoLpEn moved to take up the report of the | mittee, Mr. 


In moving to withdraw this bill from the com: 
RECKENRIDGE said he did it under 


Committee of Claims on the case of John G. Bo- | an impression it would not excite debate, as he 
gert; and, on the question to agree thereto, it was | Was unwilling to consume the time of the House. 


decided adversely. 


The bill being before the House, and the ament- 


A message from the Senate informed the House | ment reported by the Judiciary Committee to the 


that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An | 


act to extend the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank | 


bill having been concurred in— 
A discussion arose as to the extension of the 





of Alexandria, in the Districtof Columbia.” They | jurisdiction of the judge of said court, and other 
have concurred im the amendments proposed by | points connected with his authority to adjudg? 
this House to the bill, entitled “An act to divide | maritime causes, &c., in which Mr. F. Jouns0, 
the State of South Carolina into two judicial dis- | of Kentucky; Mr. J. S. Jounsron, of Louisiana: 
tricts,” with an amendment, in which bill and | Mr. Brecxenripvoe, and Mr. J. T. JoHnsoy, © 
amendment they ask the concurrence of this | Kentucky, participated. 


House. 
The amendment was read, and concurred in by | _ [* For the documents accompanying this Messagt, 
| see ——— to the “Annals,” of the second sts 


the House. 
sions of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Congresses. ] 





The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to, 
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Mr. J. 8. Jonnsron, of Louisiana, was in favor 
of passing the bill. He said the object of the bilt 
is to authorize the district judge of Kentucky to 
hold a court, at suitable periods, at Louisville, for 
the trial of admiralty and maritime causes. It 
does not affirm or deny any jurisdiction of that 
court, nor does it sanction any opinion that may 
have been given with regard to that jurisdiction. 
But, while that jurisdiction is claimed and exer- 
cised, he thought it would relieve the people of 
that State from some of the inconventences of 
which they complain, by trying those causes where 
they must principally arise. He dissented from 
the doctrine of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
limiting the jurisdiction to the ebb and flow of the 
tides. He said the district courts, as courts of ad- 
miralty, have jurisdiction concurrent with the 
These 
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upon the case. 

Mr. J. said he saw nothing to be alarmed at, 
in the exercise of this jurisdiction. It did not 
introduce a new code of laws. The law of mari- 
time contracts is the same in all the States, and, 
indeed, in all commercial countries. 

He said these courts have unquestionable juris- 
diction over all civil causes arising between cities 
of different States; so that the gentleman could 
only deny the jurisdiction of the district court over 
the citizens of the same State; and, with regard 
to the right of trial by jury, mode of proceeding, 
and form of execution, he understood they were 
conformable to the laws of the States. 

The real cause of complaint, in that State, he 
| understood to be the application of maritime law 

and liens to steamboats, and the distance of the 





are not limited to place, but relate to the object. | courts from the parties. He had given the bill 
They are not necessarily confined to the tides, but | from the Senate, limiting the jurisdiction to tide 
derive their appellation from the nature of the | water, some attention, in the Judiciary Committee. 


subject. They relate to business connected with 
commerce and navigation, wheresoever the same 
may be made or executed, or whatever the form 
of the contract. But, what is technically a mari- 
time contract, must, at present, be left to the en- 
lightened judgments of those courts, whether it 
should be confined to ships and to commerce upon 
the ocean, or whether it extends into the interior 
waters, or above the tides, or to steamboats, or to 
all subjects of navigation, should be settled by the 
judgment of the Supreme Court. If, when that 
judgment is had, it is found to have too extensive 
operation, it will be the duty of Congress to limit 
it. But, whether maritime contracts are, or ought 
to be, limited to the ebb and flow of the tide, is 
worthy of profound consideration. He said the 
situation of this country is peculiar. On our 
northern boundary there is a chain of lakes or 
inland fresh-water seas, above the tides of the 
ocean, and having no perceptible tides of their 
own. Upon these will be considerable commerce 


© between several States bordering on them, and 


between them and the British possessions. 
will be navigated by vessels of all kinds. He said 
the limitation fixed to maritime jurisdiction, by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, would exclude 
these large waters. 

He represented the rivers of the United States 
reo far into the interior. The Ohio and 

ississippi rivers form a communication between 
two States, and from each of them to the ocean. 
In one only of which does the tide ebb and flow. 
The nature of the commerce carried on would 
seem to require the exercise of maritime jurisdic- 
tion to a certain extent, but to what extent, and 
under what limitation, deserves consideration. He 
said the situation of England furnished nothing 
analogous. Her navigation is confined to tide 
waters, and is intimately connected with the 
ocean. 

He said he had heard of the decisions in Ken- 
tucky, and knew they were complained of, and 
perhaps the jurisdiction had been asserted further 
than the application of general principles to the 
localities of this country would justify. But, he 
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| He was satisfied the bill could not pass without 
| discussion, and could not pass this session. In the 
mean time, he thought the courts ought to be held 
| at the most convenient place. 
Mr. J. T. Jounnson, of Kentucky, said he felt 
considerable embarrassment on this, as well as on 
| other occasions, in addressing the House—more 
| éspecially at this late period of the session, when 
| time is precious. But feeling it his peculiar dut 
to oppose the measure under consideration, he felt 
assured he should be pardoned in submitting a few 
| observations. 
| Iam not only, said he, opposed to the measure 
| in principle, as a violation of the Constitution, an 
as impairing State rights, but my immediate con- 
stituents are interested, and opposed to its adop- 
tion. The House will recollect, that the District 
Court of the United States for the District of 
| Kentucky, is located in Frankfort, the seat of gov- 
‘ernment of. that State. That court has exercised 
‘admiralty and maritime jurisdiction upon con- 
tracts springing from the trade carried on between 
the different States, upon fresh water navigable 
streams ; which trade had no connexion with the 
ocean. Upon a careful examination of this sub- 
| ject, with reference to the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, and the authorities bearing 
| upon it, I feel convinced that the jurisdiction thus 
| exercised is unwarranted, and of dangerous ten- 
|dency. Upon many other subjects, involving 
| State sovereignty and State rights, in the remotest 
degree, gentlemen have displayed grefft sensibility. 
A thorough investigation of this subject, has con- 
vinced me that this is a proper occasion for gen- 
tlemen to feel sensitive, and to display their elo- 
quence and their talents. 

I am well aware that Constitutional violations, 
and a disregard to State rights, have been so fre- 
quently involved in our discussions, that, whenever 
they are mentioned, many gentlemen are disposed 
to consider it mere rant; and, without a just dis- 
| crimination, such arguments have a fatal tendency. 

We are told, that the passage of this bill will 
have no effect to sanction the exercise of admiralty 
and maritime jurisdiction, beyond the Constitu- 
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tional limit. I differ with gentlemen in this con-| Every State in this Union is deeply interesteq 
struction. I contend that no maritime cases can | in this great question. It affects them vitally, ang 
arise from the interior commerce; consequently, | should awaken their energies. 
no admiralty jurisdiction can be exercised in; Wearealso told that great inconvenience would 
Kentucky. For there is no commerce existing in | result to various parts of the United States, if we 
that State, so far as I am informed, which, by | were to define and limit admiralty jurisdiction to 
continuation of the same voyage, is directly con- | contracts arising from the commerce of the high 
nected with the ocean. If the position be correct, | seas. If such a construction is to be given to this 
that we have no such cases, or that very few, by | clause in the Constitution, as to vest in the courts 
possibility, may arise, a sufficient inducement is | of the United States a control over the commerce 
not furnished to impose upon the judge this addi- | of the interior navigable streams, upon the ground 
tional burden of riding fifty or sixty miles, to hold | of expediency, the same argument would extend 
a separate court. If we are prepared to increase | the like jurisdiction to the commerce by land. 
the labors of the judge, we should be prepared to; And thus you would have not only your steam- 
incur the additional expense, and increase his sal- | boats, and other small craft, subject to this juris- 
ary in a corresponding degree, and to meet other | diction, but your wagons, &c. 
expenses incident to this measure. But I deny that inconvenience results from the 
A bill has been reported by the Committee on | doctrine which I advocate. For, there is more 
the Judiciary, defining admiralty and maritime | safety in State regulations than in the customs of 
jurisdiction, and excluding from its operations all | foreign courts, by which code Admiralty Courts 
contracts concerning the trade or commerce car- | are governed. Our trade has long safely reposed 
ried on within the interior of any State or Ter- | under this system, and it has suffered no inconve- 
ritory of the United States, upon navigable waters, | nience forthe want of an Admiralty Court. 
when such trade or commerce stops short of, oris| To test the correctness of these declarations, let 
limited to, the ebb and flow of the tide. This| us attend to some of the consequences resulting 
seems to be conceded, as containing the genuine | from this maritime code. We have been taught 
construction of the Federal Constitution, which | to consider the trial by jury as the greatest safe- 
gives this jurisdiction to the courts ; the inevitable | guard to personal rights, as well as to the rights of 
result of which is, to deprive the courts of the; property. But this maritime code recognises no 
interior of the rightful exercise of this power. ;such right as trial by jury. It is the peculiar 
But, my friend from Louisiana (Mr. J. S. Joun- | province of those courts to decide both the law 
STON) has observed, that we ought to leave it with | and the fact. Shall this important branch be 
the courts to decide the extent of Constitutional | abandoned upon the ground of convenience, when 
power in regard to this subject. Have we not an | the Constitution of the United States guaranties 
equal and even a paramount right to explain and | it in criminal, as well as all civil cases where the 
define Constitutional grants of power? Is not | amount in controversy exceeds the sum of twenty 
this power involved and exercised in every legis- | dollars. 
lative act of this body? The courts exist alone 
by legislative enaction: and we prescribe to them 
their respective orbits. We have the unquestion- 
able right, and it is our duty to exercise it. Ex- 
perience has proven, that there is no subject which 
more imperiously demands our control. The 
Supreme Court of the United States has decided 
the necessity of legislative interposition in ques- 
tions of this description. 


When the bill was before us, increasing the ju- 
risdiction of magistrates of this District from 
twenty to fifty dollars, it was opposed by the most 
decisive and eloquent appeals to the Constitution, 
in consequence of its dispensing with the inter- 
vention of a jury. These appeals were not made 
in vain ; and the bill was so amended as to extend 
this right. 

In Kentucky, this jurisdiction has embraced, in 
In a famous criminal prosecution, which occur- | its wide scope, almost all cases touching the com- 
red some years since in the State of Massachusetts, ! merce of the interior navigable waters. It has 
they decided that Congress alone possesses power | been extended, as I am informed, to sums within 
to extend or limit the jurisdiction of the Admiralty | the jurisdiction of the magistrate, equally. with 
Courts. The crime of murder was committed in | sums of the greatest magnitude. The bills of the 
a,vessel of the United States in the port of Boston, | tavernkeeper, who has furnished the hands with 
within the ebb and flow of the tide, yet the court | boarding; the account of the merchant, who has 
decided, that, as the crime was committed within | sold goods; the charges of the carpenters and 
the jurisdictional limits of a State, they had no| mechanics, who have been employed in building 
jurisdiction, as Congress had not provided for such | the boats; the timber supplied from the forest; 
acase. This decision seems to be founded upon | all crowded into the district court of the United 
respect for the sovereignty of the States. They | States, as a Court of Admiralty, subject to all the 
did not believe the power was given to them by | rigor of its process before, and a different execution 
that clause in the Constitution which gives to the | law after judgment, with a vast increase of ex- 
courts of the United States the decision “of all| pense. The State tribunals abandoned, although 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction,” | carried home to every citizen. 
without an act of Congress. Iam supported in| If the Federal courts can bring within their 
my position by this high authority, not only as to| vortex all those cases, where will their jurisdiction 
the right, but the absolute necessity of legislative | stop? Look to the canal of New York. See the 
provision. number of vessels gliding upon its bosom. With 
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Fesruary, 1823. General Appropriation Bill. 
ee eae : _ 
the same propriety, this jurisdiction may embrace | McLanz, and withdrew the motion he had made 
all contracts, express or implied, arising from this| to insert the appropriation for the Cumberland 
canal navigation ; and this in defiance of State! road. 
regulations. The same may happen in relation! Mr. Wricnr thereupon renewed the motion 
to every State in the Union that may adopt the} which Mr, Trimsce had withdrawn, and followed 
licy of New York. The more we reflect upon | it with some remarks in favor of the appropriation 
this subject, the more we will be alarmed at this | for the road. 
mighty power. DoesConstitutional powerdepend| Mr. McLane replied, to show that Mr. Wricut 
on contingencies? Is the Constitution to be so| had misunderstood his object in suggesting the 
construed as to suit the conveniences of to-day, or | withdrawal of the motion, and that the course he 
to avoid the inconveniences of to-morrow? Will} had proposed would facilitate a decision of the 
we sanction that doctrine which makes necessity | appropriation for the road, and probably assist its 
the arbiter of Constitutional law? If this be the| passage. 
correct rule of construction, then surely our writ-| Mr. A. Smyru, of Virginia, rose, and proceeded 
ten Constitution is but a rope of sand, not worth| to submit at large his sentiments in opposition 
maintaining. This doctrine, so monstrous, should | to the constitutionality of the appropriation, and 
be exploded. Convenience and necessity govern | had spoken some time, when 
us to-day, and the measure we adopt is in accor-| Mr. Wriaut rose, and intimated a wish to 
dance with the Constitution! But, at a subse-|} withdraw the motion he had made; but 
quent period, our condition is changed, and then| Mr. Smyru refused to yield the floor, and pro- 
the same measure becomes repugnant to that| ceeded with his remarks. He continued to speak 
sacred instrument. about an hour against the appropriation as uncon- 
Here Mr. J. was interrupted by Mr. Brecxen- | stitutional. 
RIDGE, Who expressed a wish that the bill should} Mr. 8S. spoke as follows: This, said he, is a 
lie on the table—that he had not expected any | proposition to make an appropriation of money 
ee to it. for keeping a road in repair. No appropriation 
r. J. said he felt no disposition to trespass on | has yet been made for such a purpose ; and, it is 
the time of the House unnecessarily. And, as his | incumbent on the House to consider maturely the 
friend (Mr. Breckenripvce) had signified his de-| consequences which are to follow. This appro- 
sire to lay the bill on the table, he would desist | priation should not be made, unless it is the inten- 
from further remarks, and submit that motion| tion of Congress to keep this road in repair, for- 
himself. That he had not anticipated any motion | ever, at the public expense; and not only this road, 
in regard to this measure, and was rather taken | but the roads which may be made to Indiana, 
by surprise ; and nothing buta sense of duty would | Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, and Michigan. Con- 
have induced him to object to the passage of the | gress are under no obligation whatever to repair 








bill. this road; and it is no more expedient to do so, 
The bill was accordingly laid on the table. than it is to repair other roads within the United 
States. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | Those who are of opinion that Congress have 
_ On motion of Mr. McLane, the House resolved | power to execute a system of internal improve- 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state | ment, may vote for this appropriation ; and those 
of the Union, Mr. Connicr, of New Jersey, in| who are of opinion that, although Congress have 
the chair; the resumption of the bill making ap-| no power to make internal improvements, they 
propriations for the support of Government, yes- | may appropriate money for that purpose, may vote 
terday under consideration, being the first business | for this appropriation. It therefore becomes my 
before the Committee. duty, as 1 am altogether opposed to the measure, 
The question pending before the Committee} to combat each of those o inions, and to show, 
was on the motion of Mr. Trimsts, to insert an| that Congress have no authority either to make 
appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars for} internal improvements, or to appropriate money 
the repair and preservation of the Cumberland | for that purpose. 
Road. We have been told, that Constitutional ques- 
Mr. McLane; of Delaware, suggested io Mr. | tions are too often raised in this House. However 
Trrete, whether it would not be bette: to allow | that may be, the question that now arises is one 
the Committee to proceed through this bill, with- | of doubt and difficulty, and claims the serious at- 
out pressing this amendment, and then take up| tention of Congress. The Fourteenth Congress 
the bill from the Senate, making the appropriation | claimed the power to make internal i.sprovements. 
of twenty-five thousand dollars for the repair and They passed a bill for that purpose, on which the 
preservation of the Cumberland road. Mr. McL. | late President (Mr. Madison) put his negative, 
was an advocate of this appropriation, and he! being of opinion that they did not possess the 
would afford every facility to the prompt passage power. At a meeting of the Fifteenth Congress, 
of the bill from the Senate. He thought this| the present President communicated to them his 
course would accomplish the object in view more | opinion, that they did not possess this power. The 
readily than to persevere in the attempt to engraft question was discussed in the first session of that 
the appropriation on the present bill with which Congress ; during eight days in March, 1818, it 
it had no natural connexion. was debated, and this claim of power was advo- 
Mr. TrimBte yielded to the suggestion of Mr.| cated with a degree of ability perhaps seldom ex- 
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ceeded ; when the following resolutions were sev- 
erally rejected : 


“ Resolved, That Congress, under the Constitution, 
has power to construct post-roads and military roads.” 
Yeas 82, nays 84. 

‘« Resolved, That Congress has power, under the 
Constitution, to construct roads and canals, necessary 
between the States.” Yeas 71, nays 95. 

‘* Resolved, That Congress has power, under the 
Constitution, to construct canals for military purpo- 
ses.” Yoas 81, nays 83. 


And so it was determined, on great deliberation, 
that Congress do not possess power to make inter- 
nal improvements. 

At the last session, a bill passed for erecting 
turnpike gates on the Cumberland road, which 
assumed the power necessary to make internal 
imp-ovements. The President put his negative 
upon it, and returned it with his objections. On 
the question, “Shall this bill pass?” (the Presi- 
dent’s objection notwithstanding,) a majority of 
this House voted against it; and thus showing 
that the reason why the bill at first passed the 
House was, it had not received due consideration. 
The question whether Congress have power to 
make internal improvements, or not, is not only 
an unsettled question, but one of the greatest im- 
portance, and deserves the most patient attention 
and deliberation. 

It has been contended that Congress have power 
to regulate commerce between the several States, 
and therefore may construct roads and canals. 
But the commerce here to be regulated is that be- 
tween the several States. And it certainly was 
not intended by these words to confer on Congress 

wer to make internal improvements. Had it 

en intended by the framers of the Constitution 
that Congress should have power to make inter- 
nal improvements, it would have been conferred 
in an effectual manner; and they would not have 
been restricted to such roads or canals as crossed 
the boundary line between different States. Con- 
gress have no claim, under this clause, to power 
to regulate the commerce of the citizens of any 
State among themselves; and therefore could 
not, under it, assume power to make any improve- 
ments lying entirely within the boundaries of an 
State. The commerce between the States whic 
Congress have power to regulate is the coasting 
trade, and duties on goods passing from one State 
into another. It was so understood by those who 
adopted the Constitution, and by those who rec- 
ommended that adoption. One of the States, in 
adopting the Constitution, proposed an amend- 
ment “that no navigation law, or law regulating 
commerce, shall be passed without consent of two- 
thirds of the members present in both Houses.” 
From which, it would seem that they considered 
navigation laws and laws regulating commerce 
as synonymous. 

The Constitution declares that “no preference 
* shall be given by any regulation of commerce or 
‘ revenue to the ports of one State over those of 
‘ another ;” and a writer in the Federalist told the 
people that “a very material object of this power 
* was the relief of the States which import and 
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‘export through other States, from the improper 
‘contributions levied on them by the latter.” 
The regulation of commerce means the laws re- 
specting commerce; and it is a strange construc- 
tion that it signifies power to make roads and 
canals. 

It is said that roads and canals will facilitate 
making war; this Government may make war; 
and, therefore, as a preparation for war, may, in 
time of peace, construct roads and canals. ‘Sir, 
if it is sufficient to authorize Congress to exercise 
a power, that it will facilitate the exercise of some 
one of the granted powers, I know not what sub- 
ject will escape the powers of Congress. You 
have power to maintain and provide armies, and 
a navy; it would facilitate their maintenance to 
regulate the aaontnrs of the country; to pre- 
scribe to every landholder how much of his land 
he shall cultivate in wheat, how much in pota- 
toes, &c.; so you may regulate the markets to pre- 
vent the too great increase of the price of provi- 
sions. It is said that roads and canals will 
facilitate and give security to commerce. If giv- 
ing such facility and security is sufficient to au- 
thorize the assumption of power by Congress, we 
may take upon us to regulate the police, as well 
of the cities as the country, as this will facilitate 
and give security to commerce; we may even 
take upon us the administration of justice, and 
make void the State laws imposing taxes on mer- 
cantile licenses. But I contend that we have 
nothing to do with roads and canals; this power 
is not only not given to us, but was expressly 
withheld. It was proposed in the Convention that 
there should be a Secretary of Domestic Affairs, 
whose duty it should be “to attend to matters of 
‘a general police, the state of agriculture, and 
‘ manufactures, the opening of roads and naviga- 
‘ tion, and the facilitating communications through 
‘ the United States,” who should recommend such 
measures and establishments as might tend to pro- 
mote those objects. This proposition was re- 
jected ; and I have high authority for maintaining 
that powers thus refused are to be considered as 
withheld. When the appropriations for carrying 
the British Treaty were under consideration, the 
House of Representatives applied to the President, 
WasHINGTON, asking him to communicate cer- 
tain papers having relation to that treaty ; he re- 
fused, and assigned as a reason for his refusal, 
that a proposition had been made in convention 
that the House of Representatives should partici- 
pate in the formation of treaties, which proposi- 
tion was rejected. That the rejection by the 
Convention of a proposition to give power to this 
Government over the general police, roads, and 
navigation, is evidence that this Government does 
not possess such power. 

It is said that we have power to establish post 
roads ; that to establish, signifies to create; and 
therefore we may construct roads. Here I will 
observe, that whatever power you have in rela- 
tion to roads is confined to post roads. For, if 
you may construct all kinds of roads, it was use- 
less to give you a special power to establish post 
roads. But power is given you to establish post 
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roads; therefore you have no powers in relation 
to other roads. If it was even conceded that es- 
tablish signifies construct, you would only have | 
wer to construct post roads; and a special | 
power to construct post roads would destroy your 
claim to a general power to construct commercial | 
and military roads. For here would be a special | 
wer in relation to roads delegated, and others | 
not delegated would be considered to be retained. | 
And if in this clause “ establish” signifies “ con- | 
struct,” you have no claim to the use of any roads | 
as post roads, except those which you construct. | 
But does “establish” signify create or construct ? | 
We should allow to this word the signification 
with which it was used by the framers of the | 
Constitution. We read therein, of establishing | 
justice; establishing this Constitution ; establish- | 
ing an uniform rule ; establishing post offices and 
st roads; establishing courts; establishing of- 
et an establishment of religion; the establish- 
ment of this Constitution. Establish, as used by 
the Convention, uniformly signifies to give legal 
existence ; it never signifies to build or construct 
by labor. ‘The Convention formed the Constitu- 
tion; but it is “ we the people” who are said to 
establish it; and it is provided that the ratifica- | 
tion of the conventions of nine States shall be | 
“sufficient for the establishment of this Constitu- | 
tion,” not for its formation or creation—that was | 
done by the General Convention—but to give it 
legal existence. In this signification the word | 
enerally occurs in our public acts. A road ex- | 
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the Constitution ever alleged that the care of the 
roads devolved on the General Government. If 
the power of internal improvement is with Con- 
gress, and they may assume jurisdiction over the 

tate roads, they may also seize on the State 
canals; and the great canal of New York may, 
(as an honorable member from that State, Mr. 

OLDEN, has suggested to me,) become the pro- 
peace the United States, at a price to be fixed 

y a jury. 

From the claim of powers, made on behalf of 
the Government to execute a system of internal 
improvement, I will pass to that other claim, re- 
commended by high authority, of the power to 
appropriate the money of the people to effect ob- 
jects which are not within the Constitutional 
powers of Congress. This doctrine seems to me 
to be not well founded, and dangerous, and can- 
not have my assent. The first opinion of the dis- 
tinguished man who now maintains this doctrine 
was, that Congress possess no such power. This 
is a material circumstance; for he was present at 
the formation and adoption of the Constitution; 
and the opinion, which he then entertained of its 
meaning, is entitled to particular respect ; his con- 
temporaneous construction is to be preferred to a 
different one given thirty years after the adoption 
of the Constitution. 

Perhaps there is no power granted by the peo- 
ple to this Government, which they would be 
more inclined strictly to limit, than the power of 
taxation. It is one, to the exercise of which, 


ists, having been constructed for all who choose | they always manifest great sensibility. Can it be 
to pass thereon ; it is a law which establishes it a ‘that this cautious people, while they have care- 
post road. A port exists; it is a law that estab- fully limited and prescribed the objects to which 
lishes ita port of entry. ‘The departments of the | the powers of Congress shall extend, have grant- 
Government are established by law. In the like | ed an unlimited power to raise and appropriate 
sense this word was used in the Articles of Con- | money to objects to which the powers of Congress 


federation, wherein the framers thereof speak of | do not extend? Can they have granted to Con- 


establishing rules, establishing courts, of regula- | 


tions established, &c. In this sense the word was | 
used not only by the first Congress, (whose con- | 
struction, as a contemporaneous one, is entitled to 
respect,) but by every succeeding Congress, for 
thirty years. On looking into their acts, we uni- 
formly find, “* And be it further enacted, that the fol- 
lowing be established as post roads, viz.,” from 
such a place to such a place; thus proving that | 
they considered a legal designation as the estab- 
lishment of a post road, and not its construction. 
The States have made the roads which are used 
as post roads, and they are kept in repair by la- 
borers assigned by the State laws, or by turnpike 
companies. If you assume jurisdiction over those 
roads, what will become of the rights of those 
companies? If you have a right to the roads, will 
you not contend that the means of keeping them 
in repair follows, and that you therefore may com- 
mand the service of the neighboring laborers? If 
you do not assume the exclusive jurisdiction, there 
will be an interference of authority ; and concur- 
rent jurisdiction cannot exist of the same thing at 
the same time. How was the Constitution un- 
derstood, in this respect, by the people? It was 
understood that the States retained their internal 
police ; and neither the friends nor the enemies of 


gress power to take from their pockets, not only 
the money necessary to execute the Constitutional 
powers of the Government, but also as much 
more as Congress may please, for purposes which 
this Government has no Constitutional power to 
effect? Isay,no. The people have granted no 
such power. Would the people have granted 
such a power, had it been explicitly asked of 
them? Isay that they would have derided such 
a proposition ; and had the Constitution contain- 
ed a grant of such a grant of power, it never 
would have been adopted by them. It was de- 
clared to the people, that the power of taxation 
was limited, by the addition of the words, “ to 
pay the debts and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States.” Mr. 
Madison, in the Federalist, speaking of the objec- 
tion made to this clause, says: “What color can 
‘the objection have, when a specification of the 
‘ objects alluded to by these general terms imme- 
‘diately follows, and is not even separated bya 
‘longer pause than a semicolon?’ He quotes 
from the Articles of Confederation this clause: 
“All charges of war, and all other expenses that 
‘shall be incurred for the common defence and 
‘general welfare, and allowed by the United 
‘ States in Congress shall be defrayed out of a 
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‘common treasury,” &c. And he adds, “ What | far as respects the powers vested in the Govern. 
‘ would have been thought of that Assembly, if | ment, or in a department or officer of the Govern. 
‘ attaching themselves to these general expressions, | ment, perhaps it does confer an additional power 
‘and, disregarding the iepeliaatiens which as-|in Congress, and is a restriction on the powers 
‘ certain and limit their import, they had exercis- | granted tothem. They shall pass no law eye, 
‘ed an unlimited power of providing for the gen- | to carry into execution the powers granted to 
‘ eral welfare ?” them, except such as is “necessary and proper” 
Congress are authorized to raise money by tax- | for carrying them into execution. Then, they 
es, to provide for the general welfare; and the | cannot pass a law which is not necessary api 
question which has arisen is, can Congress give | proper to carry a granted power into execution, 
money, to have done what they have no power to | and which does not even relate to one of the 
do? I maintain the negative. Congress are to | granted powers. 
provide for the general welfare, by executing their} ‘“ No money shall be drawn from the Treasury 
granted powers; the money, thus expended, is ex- | but in consequence of appropriations made by 
pended for the general welfare. Butit may be |law.” An appropriation law, as well as every 
contended, that Congress have power to raise mo- | other law, must be necessary and proper to carry 
ney “to pay the debts, and provide for the com- | into execution some granted power. Unless it js 
mon defence and general welfare; and that | so, it is not passed in pursuance of the Constitu. 
“general welfare” means some thing more than | tion; it is passed without authority, and is a yio- 
defence. It does so. The debts were, perhaps, | lation of the Constitution. An appropriation law 
those then due; providing for the common de- | is no exception to the general rule, that laws must 
fence, comprises the expense of armies, navies, | be necessary and proper for carrying into execv- 
fortifications, arsenals, arming the militia, &c.; | tion the granted powers. But who shall judge of 
providing for the general welfare has a more ex- | the necessity and propriety of a law like this? | 
tensive signification, and comprises the expenses | answer, the Congress, subject to an appeal to the 
of the civil government, foreign intercourse, com- | people. Yet Congress judge under the obliga- 
merce, mint, post office, &c. tions of an oath; and, when they pass a bill of 
Sir, I hold that, if Congress have not power to | this kind, they swear it necessary.and proper to 
do what the money is to be expended in doing, | carry into execution some power of the Govern- 
they have no right to appropriate it to that pur-| ment. If Congress cannot pass other laws which 
pose. The first clause of the eighth section of the | are necessary and proper for effecting a certain 
Constitution grants no other power than the pow- | object, they cannot pass appropriation laws for 
er of taxation, which it limits. It contains no | effecting such object. If the one is not necessary 
power of appropriation, or of application. The | and proper, the other cannot be necessary and 
peer to nppeobeate and apply the money, will | proper. If a law providing for the construction 
found either in some of the following clauses, | of a road is not necessary and proper to execute 
or in the general declaratory clause, that Congress | any power of the Government, a law to expend 
shall have power to pass all laws necessary and | money on the construction of such road, is not 
proper to carry into execution the granted powers. | necessary and proper to the execution of such 
Congress are authorized to appropriate the money | power. 
of the people no otherwise than by law; but this | It is said that money may be appropriated to 
is not all that the people require; they require | build courthouses and custom-houses. That is 
that “a regular statement and account of receipts | very true; without courthouses courts cannot be 
and expenditures of all public money shall be pub- | held; and the regulations of commerce, and the 
lished from time to time.” It is not the appropri- | collection of duties, render custom-houses also ne- 
ations made by law that are meant by this clause, | cessary. But the President, who is charged with 
it is the actual disbursements of the public money, ; the execution of the laws, declares that a power 
of which an account is required by the people. If | to construct roads is not necessary to the execu- 
you call on one of the heads of Departments for | tion of the power to establish post offices and post 
the expenditures of his Department, would you be | roads; and this evidence confirms our experience. 
content with.a list of the appropriations? I be- | Let the contracts be made conformable to the 
lieve you would not. How shall this account of | state of the roads in the country. 
expenditures be obtained, when the money is ex-| Power is claimed to appropriate money to make 
nded by some State corporation on a canal or | military roads in time of peace. The powers 
road? Sir, the people expect that their money | which may be exerted in time of peace, by way o! 
shall be expended by the accountable officers of | preparing for war, are enumerated. Armies may 
this Government, in the execution of the powers | be raised, a navy provided, the militia armed, and 
granted by them. We are the agents of the peo- | arsenals filled with munitions of war. But the 
ple, and no agent has a right to spend the money | powers which grow out of a state of war, cannot 
of his principal, otherwise than in the execution of | be exercised in time of peace. In the time o! 
his powers. war, the defenders of this nation have the same 
Congress are declared “to have power to make | power as the defenders of other nations, excep! 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper to | where the Constitution oz law declares the con- 
carry into execution” the granted powers. So|trary. An army may then march where it is ne- 
far as respects the grants of power to Congress, | cessary, may take down fences, or cut down 
this clause contains no new grant of power; so | woods, and, consequently, may construct roads; 
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but such powers cannot be exercised in time of 
peace. ' 

If the doctrine which some contend for, that 
Congress may appropriate money to effect objects 
which they have no Constitutional power to ef- 
fect, shall prevail; when ten millions are raised 
for the execution of the Constitutional powers of 
the Government, one hundred millions may be 
raised for objects with which this Government 
hasno concern. Under pretence of kindness for 
the States, we may take their legislators, and all 
their officers, into our pay; and raise millions 
without necessity, in the indulgence of a wanton 
lust of power. Money is the means of executing 

wer; this means is granted to Congress to en- 
able them to carry into execution the powers dele- 
gated by the people. ‘To grant the means without 
the power, seems to be preposterous. 

It has been said that the people will have no 
right to complain of the appropriation of money 
which has previously been raised from them. But 
the appropriation of money to purposes to which 
they have not authorized its application, is a mis- 
application of the money of the people; it must 
occasion a resort to taxes to replace the money 
misapplied, when wanted for Constitutional pur- 
poses. The Government holds the money of the 
people in trust, to apply it as may be necessary 
and proper for the execution of certain powers; 
and they have a just right to complain, if it shall 
be misapplied. It has been said that the people 
may turn out their representatives; and this is 
relied on as a sufficient security that they will 
prudently apply public money. If this was good 
reasoning, it would be sufficient to provide for 
frequent elections only, and leave legislation to 
the unlimited discretion of the Congress, as the 
people may turn out their representatives: But 
the people require the security of a written Con- 
stitution, and enumerated powers, which shall not 
be transcended. 

Congress have, or they have not, power, grant- 
ed by the Constitution, to effect a given object: 
If they have not such granted power, I contend 
that the object is not to be effected by indirect 
means. The power to effect such object, (not 
being delegated to Congress,) and the authority 
to decide whether it shall be effected or not, re- 
mains with the States, or the people to whom it 
is reserved. This power, to expend money on 
roads and canals, not being granted, is retained; 
and we have no more right to use it than if it 
was specially retained. Can you commission and 
train the militia because it would facilitate mak- 
ing war? No, certainly; for those powers are 
specially retained; and, as all powers not granted, 
are generally retained to the States or the people, 
they can no more be exercised by this Govern- 
ment, on the ground of expediency, than if they 
were specially retained. 

Precedents have been produced to show that 
we have authority to make this appropriation ; 


money has been appropriated for the purpose of 


making roads through the Indian country; they 
were perhaps necessary ; and there was no State 
authority to make them. The appropriation for 














making a road from Nashville to Natchez, has 
been practically relied on ; that appropriation was 
constitutionally made; that road was opened: in 
pursuance of a treaty with the Chickasaws. We 
may pass laws to carry into execution any power 
of the Government; and consequently may make 
appropriations to carry a treaty into effect. The 
appropriation of fifteen millions to pay for Louis- 
jana, in pursuance of a treaty, was Constitutional. 
We are told of the Indian trading-houses ; these 
were established by the power to regulate com- 
merce with the Indian tribes. We have erected 
beacons, piers, and lighthouses, by the powers to 
regulate commerce, provide a navy, and to erect 
“ needful buildings.” 

I come now to the Cumberland road. We are 
told that, if Congress had power to make the 
road, they have power to keep it in repair. I 
must contend that that does not follow. The 
Cumberland road was made in pursuance of'a 
compact with the State of Ohio, by which the 
United States agreed to expend two per cent. of 
the proceeds of the sales of land in that State, in 
making roads leading to that State. Our engage- 
ment was to make the road; but we have not en- 
gaged to keep it in repair ; and are under nomore 
obligation, and have no more authority to keep 
this road in repair, than any other road. I will 
justify the appropriation made for the construc- 
tion of the Cun buttand road. Congress are au- 
thorized “ to dispose of, and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory and other 
property belonging to the United States.” Now, 
I apprehend, no regulation can be more “ need- 
ful” than one which preserves to the United 
States a title to their property. Is it certain that, 
admitting a new State into the Union on an 
equal footing, in all respects, with the original 
States, would not vest in the State the domain ? 
Would it not operate like an acknowledgment of 
the independence of a colony? Be that as it 
may, Ohio, by this compact, surrendered her right 
to tax, during five years, the land which the Uni- 
ted States might sell, and thus gave an equivalent 
for the two per cent. which the United States 
engaged to disburse, in making roads leading to 
that State. To make needful regulations respeet- 
ing the public lands, is a granted power. Con- 
gress may pass the necessary laws to execute that 
power; and consequently may pass appropriation 
laws for executing this “ needful regulation,” this 
compact with Ohio. Thus the appropriations for 
making the Cumberland road appear to have been 
Constitutional, and appropriations to keep it in 
repair would be equally so, if the compacts had 
so provided. But we have performed our part of 
that needful regulation, and it sanctions no fur- 
ther appropriation. 

Why should we make an appropriation for the 
repair of this road, rather than for the repair of 
the road passing Richmond to Savannah, or that 
passing Knoxville to New Orleans? Oh! it is 
said, we have expended $1,800,000 on making 
this road, and, therefore, we should repair it. Sir, 
if we have already expended near $2,000,000 ona 
road for the benefit of the inhabitants of a particular 
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section of the United States, I cannot perceive | in which Messrs. McLane, Foy, Ruga, Ross 
that that furnishes an argument why we should | Stewart, WuireLte, Forwarp, McCoy, Ray. 
continue to expend money in this way, for their | KIN, TayLor, and Cook, engaged. 
benefit exclusively. If we have done ten times; Before concluding the debate on this point, the 
more than our duty required, on this road, that | Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
furnishes no argument for our doing still more | 
An honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. | 
Srewart,) has told us of the immense quantity | 
of produce carried along the road, for the city of; Mr. Poinserr presented a’ memorial of the 
Baltimore, and the great increase of the value of | Board, created by the Legislature of South Caro. 
the crops of his constituents, in consequence | lina, for the establishment of a municipal guard 
thereof. Well, as this Government has made the | for the protection of Charleston and its Vicinity, 
road, itis not too much to expect the State of | praying that the consent of ome may be 
Ohio, the city of Baltimore, the constituents of | ron to an act of the Legislature of South Caro. 
the gentlemen, and all others particularly inter | lina, passed on the twenty-first day of December, 
ested, to provide funds for keeping it in repair. | A. D. eighteen hundred and twenty-two, entitled 
We have no property in, or jurisdiction over, | “An act to establish a competent force to act as 4 
the Cumberland road; we asked nothing of the | municipal guard for the protection of Charleston 
States, but their consent to make it; and that was | and its vicinity. 
more than it was necessary to ask; for any one; Mr. Auten, of Massachusetts, from the Com. 
who has funds at command, may make a road | mittee of Accounts, who were, on the 11th of 
from this place to Boston, without the consent of | December last, instructed to inquire and report 
any State. The States could neither grant juris- | what part of the contingent expenses of this 
diction nor private right. The act for laying out | House can be curtailed, without detriment to the 
and making this road, after providing that com- | public service; and to revise the system pursued 
missioners shall present to the President a plan | by the officers of this House in disbursing the 





Monpay, February 17. 





and report, goes on to say, “if he accepts, he is 
‘ further authorized and requested, to pursue such 
‘ measures as, in his opinion, shall be proper, to 
‘ obtain consent for making the road, of the State 
‘ or States through which the same has been laid 
‘out. Which consent being obtained, he is further 
‘ authorized to take prompt and effectual measures 
‘to cause said road to be made,” &c. We en- 
gaged to make the road; we asked consent to 


make it; we obtained consent, and have made the | 


road; and now we have nothing more to do with 
it. This road, like all others, should be kept in 
repair under the road laws of the States. 

This road, although doubtless beneficial to a 
part of the people of the United States, is injuri- 
ous to others. It diverts travelling and commerce 
from other routes, along which, were it not for 
this application of public money, they would pass. 
If it greatly benefits one city, it must, at the same 
time, injure others. To keep it in repair, at the 
expense of the Treasury, wonld be to impose a tax 


| contingent fund ; and to inquire and report whether 
any further restrictions, responsibilities, or checks, 
| are necessary for its disbursement, made a report 
| thereon, accompanied by a joint resolution re- 
quiring from tbe Secretary of the Senate and 
| Clerk of the House of Representatives an annual 
statement of the expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the two Houses; which resolution was 
| read twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. ALLEN accompanied the above-mentioned 
report with the following resolution, which was 
| laid on the table until to-morrow: 
| Resolved, That so much of the 53d rule of the 
| House of Representatives as requires the Committee 
| of Accounts to audit the accounts of the members for 
| their travel to and from the Seat of Government, their 
| detention by sickness, and their attendance in the 
House, be repealed; and that such accounts be, here- 
| after, audited and settled by the Speaker. 


| Mr. McCoy, from the Committee of Claims, 
| made a report on the petition of Charles M. Col- 


on all, for the exclusive benefitofsome. He hoped | lier, accompanied by a bill for ‘his relief; which 


that the appropriation would not be made. 


| bill was read twice, and committed to a Commit- 


Mr. WricuT then withdrew the amendment, | tee of the Whole. 


and the Committee proceeded with the bill. 

The blanks in the items of appropriation which 
precede the paragraph making appropriation for 
continuing the location of the Western road, un- 
der the act of 15th May, 1820, being filled up— 

Mr. Harpin moved to strike out that item. 


Mr. McCoy, from the same committee, made a 


| report on the petition of Polly L. Campbell, widow 
| of John B. Campbell, accompanied by a bill for 
| her relief; which was read twice, and ordered to 
| be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

| Mr. Nextson, of Maryland, moved to take up 


After some remarks by Mr. McLane and Mr. | the report in the case of Sarah Easton and Doro- 


Ross, Mr. Harpin withdrew his motion. 


‘thy Storer; and, on the question to agree thereto, 


Mr. Ruea renewed the motion to strike out ; | it was decided in the negative. 


whereupon, 
A debate arose, involving the right and policy 
of the General Government to make any farther 


Mr. Sterne, of New York, moved to take 


| up the bill for the relief of Samuel Hooker ; and, 
/on the question, the vote was against consider- 


appropriation for reads leading to the States, re- | ing it. 


spectively, to which roads are made under the two | 


er cent. fund reserved from the sales of public 
ands, under the act of the fifteenth of May, 1820; 


Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which he wished to lie on the 


‘table one dav : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 





},structed to provide two steam batteries for the de- 


fence of the Mississippi river. 

An engrossed bill to alter the times of holding 
the district court of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Vermont, was read a third time, and 

ssed. 
“The engrossed bill for the relief of Henry Lee, | 
ope of the sureties of John Ricaud, was read a. 
third time, and passed. 

A Message was received from the Presipen'r 
op roe Unirep Srares, as follows: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: | 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of | 
Representatives, of the 17th December, requesting the | 
President to communicate to the House a statement | 
of the amount expended for the current expenses of | 
the Ordnance Department, during the years 1817, 
1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821, and as much as can be 
shown for the year 1822; with the items for which | 
the money was expended ; the place where, and the | 
persons to whom paid; what quantity of timber has | 
been procured for gun-carriages and caissons, its cost, | 
annually, and where deposited; the quantity of ord- 
nance, of every kind, that has been procured during | 
those years, or paid for; and the whole amount of | 
arms, of every description, now belonging to the Uni- | 
ted States; the sum expended in the purchase of sites | 
for arsenals, since the peace, the cost of the buildings 
erected thereon, and whether all those arsenals are 
necessary for the service of the United States ; I trans- 
mit a report from the Secretary of War, with the doc- | 
uments mentioned therein, which contain the infor- 
mation desired. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Fssrvary 17, 1823. 

The Message was read, and ordered to lie on | 
the table, 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter | 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report, | 
accompanied YY a statement from the chief engi- | 
neer, Which affords the information called for by | 
the resolution of this House, of the 6th instant; | 
which letter, &c., were laid on the table. 

Mr. SLoane, from the Committee on Elections, | 
reported that ANDREW R. Govan and Henry H. | 
Bryan are duly elected members of the House of | 
Representatives; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, 

Mr. Conpicr rose and said that he thought the | 
time had arrived when the House ought to dis- | 
pense with further material reports from its com- 
mittees, and agree to meet at an earlier hour. If) 
he thought a motion to that effect would be dis-| 
— of without debate, he would offer it; and | 
edid move that the House, until otherwise or- | 
dered, meet at eleven o’clock in the morning. 

The question was taken on this motion, with- | 
out debate, and agreed to—yeas 76. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, offered the following | 
resolution : | 
_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to communicate to Congress the amount of 
money appropriated for the road from Cumberland to 
Ohio, designating what proportion of the same was 
expended in the surveying and location, construction 
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and repairs, of the road: also, what part of it was 
paid to superintendents and their assistants for mis- 
cellaneous and contingent purposes; and whether any 
part thereof is yet unaccounted for, remains due upon 
settlements, and have been carried to the surplus 


This resolve, on the motion of Mr. J., was 
agreed to by general consent. 
Mr. CamBRELENG laid the following resolution 


' on the table: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition 
of Jacob and Henry Schieffelin, of New York; that 
the same be referred to the President of the United 
States; and that he be requested to afford to the peti- 
tioners, in the prosecution of their claim on the Brit- 
ish Government, such assistance as the nature of the 
case may require. 


APPORTIONMENT OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


Mr. Futter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, who were instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of ordering a more equal selection of 
midshipmen for the Navy of the United States, 
made a report thereon, adverse to the objects con- 
templated in the inquiry ; which report was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. The report is as 
follows: 


By the second section of the second article of the 
Constitution of the United States, the President is 
vested with power, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to nominate and appoint all offi- 
cers, whose appointment is not otherwise provided for 
by the Constitution; thus giving him the exercise of 
his discretion, without any limitation as to place of 
birth or residence, in such appointments. This lati- 
tude in selecting persons of suitable character and 
qualifications, must have been deemed indispensable, 
to enable the Executive power to fulfil the high trust 
of providing for the ‘‘ faithful execution” of the laws, 
and at the same time involves a responsibility which 


| would have been considerably diminished by such a 


restriction as is suggested by the resolution. In ap- 


| pointing officers in the civil department, for the per- 


formance of duties which are local in their nature, the 
committee believe that a regard to the circumstance of 
residence, and of the political and individual relations 
of the persons selected, must frequently be among the 
considerations most important to ajust decision. Nor 
is there any reason to doubt, that a due regard to this 
consideration, in accordance with local predilections, 
and the spirit and genius of a free people, has guided 
the Executive of the United States, as far, hitherto, as 
the public good requires. 

In the Army and the Navy, less scope is afforded to 
the Executive, in filling the higher grades of service, 
as long established usage limits the selection of suit- 
able persons to an inconsiderable number, whose edu- 
cation and probationary character are deemed to ren- 
der them the only subjects of such selection. It is 
only in the appointments to the lower grades, from 
which, at a future day, the highest ranks of the mili- 
tary and naval corps are to be filled, that the utmost 
latitude is afforded to the President, for consulting the 
future interest of the country, by enrolling in her de- 
fence an adequate number of brave, intelligent, patri- 
otic, and virtuous officers; and the committee are of 
opinion, that any restriction, by law, even if permitted 
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by the Constitution, would be highly pernicious in its | amended so as to refer the adjustment of the ae. 
operation, and might often result in the appointment | counts of Mr. Tompkins to the Secretary of Wa: 
of persons incompetent and unsuitable. instead of the Secretary of the Treasury. He dij 
In regard to the appointment of midshipmen, the | so because he conceived that the character of 1)\. 
particular subject of the present inquiry, it appears, by | case was extraordinary, and the circumstances ;, 
the letter of the Secretary of the Navy Department, | which it originated, and to which he ideal 
accompanying this report, that a disposition suffi- | wore peculiar; and because he wished, by not re 
ciently favorable to a general and fair participation of ferring it to the ordinary department f) ae . 
naval preferment has constantly pervaded that Depart- justment, that it should be kept separate and de 
ment, and has been no otherwise counteracted than tinct from the great mate-of-apelicat Is 
idable, from circumstances beyond its con-| -. 8 Pplications of a 
oak rag apron y similar kind, and not form a precedent for other. 
The committee fully concur in the propriety and hereafter, nn might possess a pretended anal. 
policy of enrolling in the naval service the meritorious eye. M Co stadia deste pes clan 
young men of the interior States, whenever they mani- r. McCoy agreed with Bis colleague in the 
fest.a solicitude to enter it; and they are persuaded | Teasons he gave for the amendment, and was jy 
that such a disposition on their part has always been favor of it. 
encouraged, and will continue to be so, as far as a due The amendment was = by Messrs, Try. 
regard to the Constitutional discretion and responsi- | BLE and HaMILTon, members of the committe 
bility of the Executive will permit. They, therefore,| which reported the bill. The committee hai 
recommend the following resolution : given a due attention to the circumstances which 
Resolved, That any provision, by law, restraining | had been referred to, and had, from a view of || 
the Executive of the United States, in the selection of | the circumstances, concluded it best to report the 
midshipmen, is inexpedient. bill in its present shape. 
Navy Derartment, Jan. 26, 1823. Messrs. MALLarY, CAMBRELENG, SeRGEant, 
Sir: In answer to the inquiry, in your letter of the and Harpin, aoa for various reasons of ex- 
2ist instant, whether any general rules are adopted in pediency, opposed the amendment, and Mr. Fioyp 
the Department, by which the selection of midshipmen replied in its support. : 
is made, particularly as relates to their residence, I This amendment was not controverted from 
have the honor to state, that the general rule, by which | 20Y difference of opinion, amongst the gentlemen 
I have been governed in this respect, is, to apportion who spoke, as to the propriety of authorizing the 
them among the several States, according to the ratio | adjustment of the Vice President’s accounts in 
of representation in Congress, when the applicants | the most liberal manner, or on the merits and ser- 
were unexceptionable as to character and qualifica- | vices of the eminent individual concerned, for in 
tions for the service. The disproportion, however, | that there was no disagreement; but, in addition 
was so great, that I have not, as yet, been able to | to the consideration stated above, the discussion 
bring about an apportionment among the several | turned chiefly on the propriety of one reference 
States, according to the rule alluded to. But as,in| more than. the other, the facilities which one 
all new appointments, due regard is had to the princi- | would afford more than the other, &c. In the 


ple, the object will, before long, be effected. Whether | course of the discussion the gentlemen, generally, 
it would be expedient to adopt, by law, this rule, leav- expressed their sentiments of respect for the public 
ing no discretion on the subject to the Department, | opvices of Governor Tompkins. These sent- 
may ‘well be questioned. “Although the applicants, in | 1 ents were expressed with particular emphasis by 
the aggregate, are very numerous, yet there are some Messrs. HAMILTON and FL , 
States from which there are but few; and if the De- Mr ‘ ve a he geil th 

partment should be bound by law to conform, in all hile oshiit ean ded. th other remar ht t r 
cases, to this rule, the selection might not always be | W2Ne te bill guarded the pecuniary rights an 


of the most deserving and best qualified. interests of the United States, it comported with 
I have the honor to be, &c. the obligation to discharge the debt of gratitude 
SMITH THOMPSON. which the nation owed to the distinguished indi- 

Hon. Trmoray Futter, ‘ vidual who had, with such a manly devotion, 
Chairman Naval Committee. stepped forth and offered every sacrifice and every 
VICE PRESIDENT’S ACCOUNTS. hazard in the service and defence of his country 


ieee in the hour of danger. He had no fear that 4 
Mr. TRIMBLE rose, and said, if the motion he | similar case would ever present itself again. It 
was about to make was not in order, or if any | must at least be long before such a case could 
gentleman had a motion to make which would occur, for it was not to be expected that the Trea 
take precedence of his own, he hoped it would | sury of the nation would again become bankrupt; 
be waived, as a personal kindness to himself, and | that its credit would be prostrated and invasion 
that the House would take up the bill providing | be threatened; and it could only then occur that 
for the adjustment of the accounts of (the Vice | an example like that of Governor Tompkins could 
President) Daniel D. Tompkins, late Governor | again happen. 
of the State of New York. The question being Mr. FLoyp, in the course of his remarks, said 
put, he hoped, indeed, it might be long before suc! 
The House agreed, by unanimous consent, now | another case should occur—before it should be 
to consider the bill; and Mr. T. moved that it be | necessary to have such a man to expend the 
engrossed and read a third time. money of the nation under similar circumstances: 
Mr. Foyp, of Virginia, moved that the bill be | when the Treasury was exhausted, the country !0 
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danger; when blue lights were along our coast, 
and the enemy on our borders. He entertained 
the deepest sense of the services of Governor 
Tompkins; he would be glad, indeed, to reward 
the signal patriotism of that man; and, if it were 
Constitutional to do so, would agree to make him 
an ample donation for his public service. That, 
however, being out of the power of Congress, he 
would provide at least for the equitable adjust- 
ment of his accounts, &c. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Ftoyp was 
negatived ; and then— 

he bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 

a third time nem. con. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then again resolved into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the 
unfinished business of Saturday, being a bill to 
make appropriations, in part, for the support of 
the Government—a motion pending to strike out 
the proposed appropriation of $10,000 for continu- 
ing the location of the Western National road 
from Wheeling to the Mississippi. 

Mr. ALEXANDER, of Virginia, rose, and observed 
that he thought the motion then under considera- 
tion raised a question of considerable impertance 
to the nation, and should not be slightly passed 
over. He confessed the surprise which he felt at 
finding in this bill a clause so obnoxious, when 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Harpin) rose 
in his place with a view to strike it out. However 
much disposed he was to grant the necessary ap- 
pene for the support of Government, he 
could never sanction it with this provision, be- 
lieving, as he did, that it was repugnant to the 
principles of the Constitution. It had, in his 
opinion, no more right here than the proposition 
made some days since, by a gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. TrimBLe,) for the repair of the Cum- 
berland road. He could not consider it in any 
other point of view than as the same question. It 
was, in fact, the very principle which was, on 
that occasion, so ably combatted by his colleague, 
(Mr. A. Smyru,) in denying to this Government 
a power to appropriate money without regard to 
the specific objects of the Constitution. To say 
that the power to appropriate was equal to the 
power to raise money, was, to his mind, assuming 
the whole ground, and more alarming to the 
friends of State rights than any doctrine which 
the wildest politician could conceive. And such 
was the growing opinion of the day, against which 
he must claim the right of entering his most 
solemn protest. It was at war with the principles 
of 98 and 99, which produced a new order of 
things in this Government; it was at war with 
the best interests of the States, whose friends dis- 


re 
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sound construction to give efficacy and coherence 
to every part of the Constitution. 

We find the President, in his Message to this 
House, at the last session, after denying to Con- 
ress a Constitutional power over the subject of 
internal improvements generally, in sdacleans 
holding this language in justification of the power 
now in question: “A power,” says he, “to lay 
‘and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, 
‘ subjects to the call of Congress every branch of 
‘the public revenue, internal an‘ external; and 
‘ the addition to pay the debts and provide for the 
‘common defence and general lien gives the 
‘ right of applying the money raised; that is, of 
‘ appropriating it to the purposes specified, accord- 
: ng to a proper construction of the terms.” 

ow, this position in relation to the objects of 
the Constitution, is perfectly intelligible, and no 
one is disposed to controvert it. Nay, sir, I will 
go further, and say, that, whenever it can be 
shown to be necessary to an incidental power in 
the execution of a principal one, it is equally given. 
And here I use the word necessary, in its com- 
mon, actual signification, and not as convenience 
or circumstance may suit. But what do we 
hear in the very next breath? Why, “that the 
* use or application of the money, after it is raised, 
‘is a power altogether of a different character. 
‘It imposes no burden on the peuple, nor can it 
‘act on them in the sense to take power from the 
‘ States, or in any sense in which power can be 
‘ converted, or become a question between the two 
‘ governments.” Now, if I understand the argu- 
ment, it is this—that where money had been raised, 
by imposing burdens upon the people, for the le- 
gitimate purposes of the Constitution, the burden 
removed, it may be applied to other objects, since 
it is for their benefit, and no question as to power 
can ever afterwards arise between them and the 
Government. The force of this reasoning, I con- 
fess, is heyond my comprehension, and, with great 
deference, I must be permitted to say, appears to 
be of the master rnee character. If any 
greater latitude were to be claimed or desired, by 
the friends of power, I am at. loss to conceive 
where it could be more completely and satisfac- 
torily sought for;-and, for the improper use or 
application of money thus rightfully raised, we 
are told, there is no other responsibility than that 
which a representative owes to his constituents, 
in ordinary cases of legislation, for an abuse of 
his trust. On me there rests a much higher and 
a greater responsibility—that which I owe to the 
Constitution of my country. 

To show the manner in which that appropria- 
tion is justified, and the extreme and dangerous 
power to which it has been found necessary to 
resort, for the purpose of sustaining it, let us pur- 


tinetly saw, under this broad construction of | sue the Message a little further: “ If,” continues 


“common defence and general welfare,” a total 


it, “ we look to the second branch of this power, 


annihilation of their rights, and consolidation of |‘ that which authorizes the appropriation of the 


Government with the enormous powers of unlim- 
ited control over the sword and the purse. Such 
is now the language of this new, or rather old 
doctrine, which was once repudiated, but has again 
been brought into review, and adopted as the only 


‘ money thus raised, we find that it is not less gen- 
‘eral and unqualified, than the power to raise it. 
‘ More comprehensive terms than to pay the debts 
‘and provide for the common defence and gene- 
‘ral welfare, could not have been used.” 





LER RE REILLY 


se OR 


ss ear 





. ce Assn ey Pe ND 
eS LO tet vito 


1047 
H. or R. 








More general and comprehensive terms, I ad- 
mit, could not have been used ; but they are used 
merely as terms, and not as substantive, independ- 
ent, general powers, upon which they have to rely 
for existence. What says the Constitution ? Con- 

ress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, 

uties, imports, and excises ; (a general power) to 
do what? To pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the Uni- 
ted States; a power resulting from the general 
one going before, and applicable to every specific 
grant in the Constitution. The common defence 
and general welfare here, is a general term, or 
auxiliary power, as contra-distinguished from a 
general power, which must depend upon, and 
have relation to, every general power, or specific 
purpose in the grant. For instance, to raise and 
support armies is a general power, in which is in- 
cluded the common defence and general welfare. 
The same may be said of the power to provide and 
maintain a navy, &e. 

That such has been the construction put upon 
the terms, I would appeal to the debates of the 
Republican party at the time of the repeal of the 
famous judiciary act, in Mr. Jefferson’s adminis- 
tration. This clause was then relied upon asa 
general power, and called to the aid of the meas- 
ures of the Federal Administration which had just 
expired. On that occasion, Mr. Giles, in a speech 
distinguished for ability, clearness, and precision, 
(to which I would refer the House, more particu- 
larly as I have not it at hand, but presume it is 
distinctly within the recollection of the gentle- 
man over the way, from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Hempuitt,] who was then, as he is now, on the 
other side of the question, and it is not atalla 
matter of surprise to find him the foremost in these 
measures of general andextensive powers, ) enter- 
ed into a minute history of the Government, and 
the rise of parties, and showed, most satisfactorily 
and conclusively, that this power was a mere 
auxiliary one, and referred itself properly to every 
specific grant of the Constitution. 
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Nor, does it, in my view, by any means follow | 


as a necessary result, that the power to appropri- 
ate should be equal to the power to raise money; 
and, because the Convention failed to limit, in ex- 
press terms, either the one or the other, a presump- 
tion is therefore raised in favor of such a con- 
struction? ‘The power to raise money is one in- 
herent in every Government, and may therefore 
be well conceived to be general, because it would 
be impossible to say as to what objects it ought to 
be limited at any one period, and what amount 
would be exactly necessary to carry on its opera- 
tions. 


would seem to form the grand distinction between 
a Government of general and limited powers. I 
contend that the power to appropriate money is a 
resulting one merely, (which has been admitted, ) 
and can never exist until the principle has been 
brought into action; and then it is, 1pso facto, as 
much limited in its operations as if it had been so 
defined and expressed in the grant. No restric- 
tion, therefore, was necessary, and the Convention 


But the argument does not hold to the | 
same extent in the application of the money, which 
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must have considered the use of the mone as 
sufficiently controlled, and entirely limited by the 
objects in the Constitution. To make myself 
better understood, I will put a case by the Way of 
illustration. Suppose a member were to brin 
a bill to raise money for an object, (for instance 
a bill to raise money for the protection of domes. 
tic industry,) the title of which clearly showed 

that it was unconstitutional. Will any one pre 

tend to ef that it should not be considered jn te. 
lation to the effect intended to be produced, which 

of itself, would form an insurmountable objection 
to its passage? I presume not. And here we 
find this general power is even controlled by the 
Constitution, while it is designed to give greater 
force and dignity to that of the inferior. But they 

are, in fact, both equal, as to the essential purpp. 

ses of the grant, in the eye of the Constitution 

and can be said to differ in degree merely, the one 
being general when the objects and amount of 
taxation are in question, while both are limite 

in the sphere of their operations. Where, let me 
ask, would the opposite deduction lead us? Pre. 
cisely to the point at which the Message has ar. 
rived, “that, like the power to declare war, this 
power should be commensurate with the great 
scheme of the Government, and with all its pur. 
poses.” And here we have the power of the 
sword and the purse, with a vengeance. 

In vain did Henry, and Mason, and Grayson, 
raise their voices to warn the people of the dan- 
ger which they distinctly foresaw impended from 
the constructive powers that might be given to 
this clause, of “common defence and general 
welfare.” In vain did they declare to the world 
that but few rights were left to the States, those 
of their police, their poor, their schools, their roads 
and their rivers. And so conscious were they of 
the instability of all human institutions and hv- 
man opinions—so devoted to the rights of the 
States, and the rights of the people, that they 
never ceased in their exertions till they saw it 
expressly declared in the grant, that “all powers 
‘ not delegated to the United States by the Consti- 
‘tution, nor prohibited by it to the States, were 
‘reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
‘ people.” And what do we now see? That 
even these few, secure as they might have been 
supposed, are about to go overboard, at one “fell 
swoop,” from the strained and latitudinous con- 
struction given to this clause of the Constitution. 
This, Mr. Chairman, is one side of the picture, 
which, however I am disposed to respect, I must 
respect the more the other, its counterpart, that | 
now hold up to your view. This was drawn by 
Mr. Madison, in 1799, at a time when the linea- 
ments of party, and the powers of the two gov- 
ernments, were distinctly marked out—a_ period 


g in 


| at which the mind naturally shrinks back upon 


itself with horror at the monstrosity of the alien 
and sedition laws, long ago condemned to infamy 
and shame, by the universal execrations of mat- 
kind; and no one now dares avow himself their 
advocate. It was this report that gave a republi- 
can character to the State which I in part repre- 
sent, and Kentucky was then among the foremost 
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to proclaim its truth—it was eskoneineged by the} He came now more immediately to the object 
nation, and a revolution succeeded in the history | intended to be effected by this appropriation. The 


Y a Br this great Republic. It has been the manual | gentleman from Delaware (Mr. McLane) had 
a of my earliest political life, and, I trust, will re- | said that it was not asked to make but locate the 


main with me till the day of my death. As yet, | road. 


y of {have not been convinced of its error, either from | He, said Mr. A., did not pretend to be very 
§ in argument, experience, or from any other cause. | acute in legal discriminations or technical precis- 
ce, The House will then pardon me, and I crave | ion, but was ata loss to perceive the distinction 
Nes HM heir indulgence, while I read from it some ex-| which had been attempted to be drawn. It 
“ tracts, much better expressed than any thing I can | seemed to him, that the power to enter on the 
“4 say, and strictly applicable to the subject now un- | lands, without the consent of the States, for the 


ich eet consideration. [Here Mr. A. read from the | purpose of designating and laying out a road, 
' Hi report, to show that the construction contended | was no less than a power to construct and do 
for, was calculated to destroy the particular enu-| every thing in relation to that road; and he be- 
th meration of powers.] He called the attention of | lieved the gentleman himself, in his own view, 
© B® members, particularly those who lately denied to | did not see any marked difference between them. 


“oa this Government power over a subject which had | He would not say that non-resistance implied as- 
a agitated this House and this nation, as a justifica- sent, or that consent could give a right in this 
ion, ton of their views, as well as those found in the| case. But one thing he would say, that consent 
tae ranks of the adverse party, styling themselves Re- | can confer no essential right upon this Govern- 


of publicans, to the following paragraph : ment which is not recognised by the Constitu- 
“To these indications might be added, without | tion; and it was against the indiscriminate appli- 


‘looking further, [continues the report, in speak- | cation of the money of the nation in this way, 
) ‘ing of this power,] the official report on manu- | that he felt himself bound to protest. 


‘factures by the late Secretary of the Treasury,| What object, he would ask, can gentleman 
this a. Made on the 5th of December, 1791, and the re- | have in marking out this road, unless it be de- 
‘port of a Committee of Congress, in January, | signed, at some future day, to construct it? Will 
‘1797, on the promotion of agriculture. In the | any one believe the nation to be guilty of so much 
‘first of these, it is expressly contended to belong | folly as to expend its money in marking a trace 
“to the discretion of the National Legislature, to | for a public highway, without even the means of 
‘pronounce upon the objects which concern the | preventing that trace from being effaced? Will 
‘general welfare, and for which, under thatde- | gentlemen flatter themselves with the expectation 
‘scription, an on of money is requisite | that the business is to end here? An argument 
ts ‘and proper. And there seems to be no room for | of a very different character from that we now 
al ‘adoubt that, whatever concerns the general in- | hear, would shortly be addressed to their under- 
ld ‘terest of learning, of agriculture, of manufac- | standing and their feelings. or 

‘tures, and of commerce, are within the sphere| They would be called upon, after appropriating 
‘of the national councils, as far as regards an 


ee 


ose 











ads le n so much money to an object, which, as yet, had 
of ‘application of money.” ‘The latter report as- | been of no benefit, to go on and complete a work 
“ ‘sumed the same latitude of power in the Nation- | which had been emphatically styled a national 
the ‘al Councils, and applied it to the encouragement | one. He well recollected how this matter was 
ey ‘of agriculture, by means of a society to be es- | first brought about, and the ingenious manner of 
it ‘tablished at the Seat of Government; although |a distinguished member from Kentucky (Mr. 
lie ‘neither of these reports may have received the | CLay) in recommending it to the House. The 
ti. ‘sanction of a law carrying it into effect, yet, on arEopeniae then required was considered all 
‘ie ‘the other hand, the extraordinary doctrine con- | sufficient for the purpose. It was not intended 
he ‘tained in both, has passed without the slightest | to make a road, but to give a line of direction to 
hat Positive mark of disapprobation from the au- | the Cumberland road from Wheeling to the Mis- 
i thority to which it was addressed.” sissippi, so as to prevent intruders and others from 
all So abhorrent to their feelings were these meas- | settling upon the land, which might throw diffi- 
“ ures, and the powers derived for their support, | culties in the way of an object that might, at 
a. that they identified them with the alien and sedi- | some day, be deemed worthy of a national con- 
on tion laws, and worthy only of the then Adminis- | cern; and, “to make assurance doubly sure,” the 
ad ration. He would not say whether they were | bill provided that nothing therein contained should 
t] Republicans, because that might seem to imply a | be construed to create an obligation on the part 
by doubt. But he would ask those, who are found | of the Government to make the road. He would 
m4 the advocates of such doctrines, if they are the | tell the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Ross) that 
sa Republicans of °98 and °99? Alas! these days | neither on this occasion, nor that which caused a 
al have passed by, and the men with them, and a | survey to be made on the waters of the Ohio and 
ri new generation has arisen to declare “ the law | Mississippi, was he led away by the seductive in- 
- and the prophets.” He would here leave this | fluence of such arguments. He then believed, as 
ny part of the subject, without attempting so tread | he does now, that it was but a continuation of this 
n- in the footsteps of those illustrious patriots who | great scheme of internal improvement—a hold 
sir ad gone before him, and could only hope to point | upon the Executive to prove an inconsistency in 


i to the way which they had discovered for the lone- | rejecting the one measure, while he approved the 
ly traveller in th bh of bi litical r. | other— d in faet, already claimed, to 
te y er in the march of his political career. | other—a precedent in faet, y ’ 
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establish the power which has been assumed over 
the general subject. 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Ross) had said, 
that there was a contract in this case, which the 
Government was bound to fulfil. Ido not know 
what he means bya contract, unless it be the pledge 
given to the United States for the reimbursement, 
out of the two per cent. fund arising from the sales 
of public lands in Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana, of 
the money already expended upon the Cumberland 
road, over and above what has accrued from this 
source. If any thing should appear, after this 
claim has been discharged, I am perfectly satisfied 
that the gentlemen of those States may scramble 
for the balance. Mr. A. concluded by saying, 
that he was not disposed to occupy the time of the 
House, which he knew to be precious, but he 
thought the question thus pending was entitled to 
much higher consideration than some were disposed 
to give it, and it was due to the feelings he enter- 
tained to have said thus much. 

When Mr. A. had concluded— 

The question on striking out was taken, and 
it was determined in the affirmative—ayes 85. 

Mr. McLane moved to amend the bill, by in- 
serting an appropriation of $5,000, to indemnify 
the Corporation of Washington City for making 
certain improvements adjacent to public property 
therein. 

Mr. Cocke and Mr. Wuipp.e opposed the ap- 
propriation, and Mr. McLane, Mr. Kent, and 
Mr. Mercer, supported it. 

It was then decided in the affirmative—ayes 77. 

Mr. McLane moved to amend the bill, by in- 
serting an appropriation of $20,000, to carry into 
execution the ninth article of the Treaty of Ghent ; 
which motion was agreed to. 

One or two other amendments having been 
made, and the details of the bill sone through 
with— 

The Committee took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States, for 1823. 

An item of $50,000 was proposed to the bill, for 
the purpose of constructing docks and wharves at 
the navy yard, in Washington, connected with 
Rodgers’s Marine Railway, or Inclined Plane, on 
which a discussion took place; Mr. Futier, Mr. 
Wituiams, of North Carolina, Mr. FLoyp, Mr. 
Bassett, Mr. Hamitton, Mr. Coupen, and Mr. 
Wrieut, engaged, considering the utility of the 
invention, and the propriety of making the appro- 
priation. 

On agreeing thereto, it was decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 87. 

Having gone through the details of this bill, 
the Committee rose, and reported it as amended. 

The House then agreed, without a dissenting 
voice, to all the amendments made in the Com- 
mittee, excepting two items; but, before taking 
the question to agree with the Committee on these 
two excepted items, 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

At the request of Mr. Trimate, of Kentucky, 
the motion to adjourn was withdrawn, for the 
purpose of considering the bill for the adjustment 
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of the accounts of D. D. Tompkins, Vice Presi. 
dent of the United States. 

This bill, as engrossed, was then taken up, read 
a third time, passed, nem. con., and sent to the Sep. 
ate for its concurrence. 

The motion for adjournment was then renewed 
and agreed to, at nearly half past four. 

The House stands adjourned to 11 o’clock, 4, 
M., to-morrow. 





Tuespay, February 18. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Cop. 
merce, reported a bill to authorize the building 
lighthouses and light-vessels; for erecting bea. 
cons therein mentioned, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the whoie House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. Moors, of Alabama, submitted the follow. 
ing resolution, which was read and laid on the 
table one day, under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury le 
requested to lay before this House a statement of all 
sums of money that have been charged, or retained 
by any register or receiver of public money, since the 
20th of April, 1818, for clerk hire, transmission of 
public money, office rent, office furniture, and other 
articles for which an allowance has not been usual in 
all the land offices; specifying the amount and date 
of each respective charge ; and if any such allowances 
haveybeen made, that the said Secretary also be re. 
quested to state the reasons thereof. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of this House, 
of the following titles, viz: “ An act supplemen- 
tary to, and to amend, an act, entitled ‘an act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’” passed 2d March, 1799, and for other 

urposes; and “ An act to revive and continue in 
orce certain acts for the adjustment of land 
claims in the Territory of Michigan,” with amend- 
ments toeach. They have also passed a bill, en- 
titled “An act for the relief of John Buhler;’ 
also, a bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in 
the State of Louisiana,” in which amendments 
and last mentioned bills they ask the concurrence 
of this House. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Polly L. Campbell, widow of Colonel Jobn 
B. Campbell, deceased, late of the 11th regiment 
of the United States infantry,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The bills from the Senate, entitled an act sup 
plementary to the several acts for the adjustmen! 
of land claims in the State of Louisiana ; and 40 
act for the relief of John Buhler, were severally 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act to revive and continue 10 
force certain acts for the adjustment of land claims 
in the Territory of Michigan,” was read and col- 
curred in by the House. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
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bill, entitled “An act supplementary to, and to 
amend, an act, entitled ‘An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,’” 

ssed 2d March, 1799, and for other purposes, 
were read and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Metcatre, the Committee 
of Indian. Affairs had leave to sit during the sit- 
tings of the House. 

Mr. Newson, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures on the Public Build- 
ings, made a report, which was read and ordered 
‘lie on the table. 


MECHANICS’ BANK ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. Kent, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate “to extend the charter of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia,” reported the same without amend- 
ment; and 

A motion to pass it to its third reading having 
been made by Mr. Kenr— 

Mr. McCoy, thinking a bill of this character 
ought not to be precipitately acted upon, but take 
the usual course of bills, moved its reference to a 
Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Kent explained the situation of the bank 
proposed to be reincorporated by this bill, and the 
reasons Why its charter had not been renewed 
when those of the other District banks were. 
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when the charters all expire, he should, unless he 
very much changed his mind, give a negative to 
the whole of them. 

Mr. Wricut was decidedly in favor of the bill, 
and urged, in strong terms, the claim which that 
bank, with other banks of the District, had, from 
the extensive aid which they afforded to the Gov- 
ernment, by loans, during the late war, &c. 

Mr. Fuuuer, though willing to vote for this 
bill from the peculiarity of its circumstances, 
gave no credit to the argument in favor of the 

ank which had been drawn from its patriotism. 
He hoped it had a more substantial capital to 
trade upon. Mr. F. noticed also some of the gen- 
eral observations which had been made on the 
subject of banks. 

Mr. Neate briefly recapitulated the circum- 
stances under which this bank presents itself for 
a renewal of its charter, and gave to its applica- 
tion his decided support. 

Mr. Mercer again spoke with some ardor and 
considerable effect, in favor of the character of the 
bill, and against its commitment—in defence of 
the District, and its commercial capacity and re- 
sources. 

Mr. Gitmer replied also with ability, founding 
his objections on general principles, rather than 
on the particular merits of this case, though he 
thought that a bank which, like this, had. but six 
thousand dollars in circulation, and fifteen thou- 
sand of available funds to issue paper upon, was 


Mr. Mercer hoped the gentleman from Vir-| arrived at exactly the point at which it was for 


ginia would withdraw his motion to commit the | its own interest, as well as that of the public, that 
bill; and, to induce him to do so, proceeded to | jts affairs should be wound up. 


state at some length his views of the question. 
He reviewed the history of the bank in question, 
its present solvency, and the patriotism with 
which, during the late war, it loaned money to 
the Government, when it stood in need of it, to 
the extent of its means, &c. 

Mr. McCoy then rose, and said, that having 
had some doubts as to the solvent character of 
this bank, which were now satisfied by the infor- 
mation given to the House by his colleague, (Mr. 
Meacer,) he would consent to withdraw his mo- 
tion to commit the bill. 

Mr. Gi.meR renewed the motion just with- 
drawn. He was opposed to the incorporation of 
any more banks in this District, or even elsewhere, 
and entered into an argument to show that, on 
(rue principles of banking, this additional bank 


Was not necessary in this District, for the pur-’ 


poses of society; that no principle of justice re- 
quired its incorporation ; and that this House has 
noright to legislate to accommodate the mere 
wishes or interests of individuals, &c. He also 
thade some remarks on the general impolicy of 
ag hn banks. 

Mr. LirrLe was opposed to the reference of 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole, because he 
verily believed such a reference would prevent 
its being acted upon at this session. He was in 
lavor of this bill, for the reasons which he stated ; 
at the same that, if it were an original application 
for a charter, he should be opposed to it. He 
further intimated that, if he should be in Congress 


The question on referring the bill to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, was decided in the negative, 
73 votes to 56. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to a third reading, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, 66 votes to 51. 

And the bill was ordered to be read‘a third 
time to-morrow. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


The business yesterday before the House, im- 
mediately preceding the adjournment, was an ex- 
ception made by Mr. Waipp.e, to that item of 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Governmentof the United States, which makes 
a provision of one hundred and ninety-seven thou- 
sand dollars for the surveys of the public lands. 

Mr. Wuipp_e having satisfied himself, during 
the interval since the adjournment of yesterday, 
of the correctness of this appropriation, withdrew 
his exception to it. 

Another exception taken by Mr. Cuameers, of 
Ohio, to the various amendments made by the 
committee to the above bill, was to that amend- 
ment by which the item of appropriation of ten 
thousand dollars for continuing the location of the 
Western road, was likewise withdrawn by Mr. C, 
he having received information that a bill on the 
subject was before the Senate, which would, pro- 
bably, prove less objectionable than the appropria- 
tion in this shape. 

These two amendments of the committee were 
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then concurred in by the House, and the bill was! bill by striking out twenty and inserting eight 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. | dollars a month, (which places him on the roll at 

The House then took up the bill providing for | eight dollars a month, instead of twenty dollars 
the support of the Navy of the United States, for | as the bill originally proposed to allow him;) ang 
1823, together with the amendments reported to | on the question to accede to this amendment, it 
it My the Committee of the Whole. | was decided in the affirmative. 

hese amendments were collectively agreed to.| Some further debate arose on the petitioners 

Mr. Foyp, of Virginia, then rose to move an | claim—Mr. Basserr, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Wi_. 
amendment, which was, to strike out the item | L1aMs, of North Carolina, Mr. Reep, of Maryland 
providing an appropriation for wharves, &c., con-| and Mr. Wricurt, opposing, and Mr. Wanrrieip, 
nected with the marine railway at the navy yard, | Mr. Cocke, and Mr. Conpict, supporting his 
in this city, and inserting, in lieu thereof, an ap- | claim. 
propriation of ninety thousand dollars for building! Mr. Witttams, of North Carolina, moved to 
a dry dock at such place in Hampton Roads as | recommit the bill to the Committee on Revolu- 
should be thought most expedient for this object. | tionary Pensions. This motion was negatived. 

This motion not being in order, because the! The discussion was again renewed, Mr. Pip. 
House had just concurred in that amendment,| MER, of New Hampshire, and Mr. Wutrrte op- 
(being included in the others,) Mr. FLoyp moved | posing the justice of his claim, and Mr. Farre.y 
to reconsider the vote of concurrence in that; and Mr. Burrows advocating it. 
amendment. | The question on engrossment for a third read- 

On this motion there arose a debate of some | ing was then taken, and decided against its en- 
two hours, turning not so much on the actual | grossment. [The principle decided in this case, 
merits which may belong to this invention, as! so far as it decides any principle, is, that pensions 
upon the question whether the experiment has / shall in no case be allowed for services in the 
been conclusive. Although this was the nature | Revolutionary war, other than of a military and 
of the debate, it appeared, in the course of it, that naval character. The petitioner in this case was 
this appropriation is asked to defray the expense | an express rider between Congress and the head- 
of excavating a dry dock in the rear of the rail-| quarters for two years, during which time he un- 
way, on the margin of the river, into which ves- | derwent great labor and exposure, and a good 
sels are to be drawn by the same machinery as is | deal of hazard, and rendered valuable service; on 
employed to place them on the upper part of the | which ground he asks a pension.) The bill is 
railway. | rejected. 

Those who supported the reconsideration of the | 
vote, and doubted the certainty of the utility of | 
railways, were Mr. Firoyp, Mr. Woop, Mr. | WepNEsDay, February te 
McLane, Mr. Ruea, and Mr. Wricut. Those! Mr. SERGEANT presented a petition of sundry 
who opposed the reconsideration were Mr. Fu-| masters of American vessels, lying in the port of 
Ler, Mr. Hamitron, Mr. Basserr, and Mr. | Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, com- 
CoLpen. | plaining of the effect of acts recently passed by the 

On the question being taken, 55 voted in favor tides of that State, for the better regulation 
of reconsideration, and 76 against it. | and government of free negroes and persons of 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | color, and for the establishment of a competent 
read a third time to-morrow. | force to act as a municipal guard, for the protec- 
| tion of Charleston and its vicinity ; by which acts 

SAMUEL HOWELL. | they are either deprived of the services of their 

Mr. Cassepy, of New Jersey, from the Com-| colored mariners, or are subject to considerable 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill | extra expense and detention ; and praying the inter- 
for the relief of Samuel Howell; which bill was | position of Congress.—Referred to the Commit- 
read a first and second time. tee on the Judiciary. 

The regular disposition of bills being about to| Mr. HERNANDEZ presented a memorial of sundry 
be assigned this one— inhabitants of West Florida, complaining of the 

Mr. Cocke suggested to Mr. Cassepy the pro-| oppressive and unequal operation of an act passed 
priety of its now passing to a third reading, inti- | by the Legislative Council of Florida, for raising 
mating at the same time that this bill contained | a revenue in said Territory, and praying that the 
no new principle, the petitioner having been an | operation of so much of the said act, as imposes 
express rider, in the Revolutionary war, and ren-| taxes on lands and slaves, may be suspended; 
dered important services. which memorial was referred to the Committee o! 

Mr. Cassepy acceded to this proposition. | the Whole to which is committed the bill to amend 

A brief discussion took place between Mr. Bas-| an act for the establishment of a Territorial gov- 
sett and Mr. Cocke, on the justice of placing | ernment in Florida. 
the petitioner on the pension roll of the United| Mr. Wituiams, of North Carolina, from the 
States. Committee of Claims, made a report on the petl- 

A vote of the House having then decided that | tion of J. M. C. Montgomery, accompanied by 4 
the bill should not be committed to a Committee | bill for his relief; which bill was read twice, and 
of the Whole House— committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Cuampers, of Ohio, moved to amend the} Mr. McLanp, from the Committee of Ways and 
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Means, to whom was referred the memorial from 
be Legislature of the State of Alabama, request- 

the adoption of measures for the extinguish- 
oui of the Indian title to certain lands within that 
State, made an adverse report thereon ; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, to 
which were referred the amendments proposed by 
the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to, and to amend an act, entitled ‘An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ passed 2d March, 1799, and for other 
urposes,” made a report on said amendments ; 
which report was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. F. Jounson, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to dis- 
continue certain post roads, and to establish others ; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Bay ties, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of increasing the duties on tallow, soap, 
and tallow candles, imported from foreign coun- 
tries. 

Mr. SLOANE submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, and laid on the table, under the 
rule, one day, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House of the amount of 
money paid from the Treasury, since the organization 

of the present Government, for the following objects, 
viz: building lighthouses, including the purchase of 
the land on which they are situated, together with the 
lighting and superintending the same; erecting bea- 
cons, building, lighting, and superintending vessels, 
stationed as lights in harbors or on the coast; building 
wharves, piers, and sea-walls ; removing obstructions 
to navigation in rivers or harbors; placing and super- 
intending buoys ; relief of distressed, sick, and disa- 
bled seamen ; and for support of consuls and commer- 
cial agents, abroad. The expenditure under each head 
to be stated separately. 


On motion of Mr. Barstow, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of increasing the duty on Roman vitriol, 
and glauber and epsom salts, 

The engrossed bill “ making appropriations for 
ae of Government for the year 1823,” and 
the bill “ making appropriations for the support of 
the Navy of the United States,” were severally 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate 
for its concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of all the petitions now be- 
fore that committee; Mr. C. assigning, as a reason 
for this, that the decision of the Howse yester- 
day, by a large majority, against the claim of 
Howell, seemed to establish the principle of re- 
jecting all claims for pensions which did not fall 
within the scope of the Revolutionary Pension 
act of 1818. 

The resolution laid on the table yesterday by 
z Moors, of Alabama, calling on the Secretary 
of the Treasury for a statement of all sums of 
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money 1. from |anoney charged ot. retained by any.register.orae- ed or retained by any register or re- 
ceiver of public moneys, for clerk hire, &c., was 
taken up and agreed to. 


COMPENSATION OF THE ARCHITECT, &c. 


Mr. Cocke moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
fixing, by law, the compensation of the architect, of 
the master carver, of the master of the stone work, 
and of the clerk and managers of the public buildings, 
in the City of Washington. 


Mr. C., in offering this resolution, said, that it 
appeared from a letter which he had before him, 
from the Superintendent of the Public Buildings, 
that officer had thought proper to reduce the com- 
pensation of the architect and master builder, 
master carver, and master mason, on the ground 
that their duties were lessened, &c. He had re- 
duced the compensation of the ‘architect $500 per 
annum, and of each of the others $250. Against 
this decision, the architect had taken an appeal to 
the President, by whom the subject nad been re- 
ferred to the Attorney General. The opinion of 
that officer on the subject, Mr. C. said, he had 
read, and it amounted to this: that, if A employs 
B, he is bound to give B the same compensation 
as he first allows him, so long as he is engaged in 
the same business. These individuals are there- 
fore reinstated in their former comfortable sala- 
ries. Mr. C. said he wished to fix, by law, with- 
out the necessity of resorting to ‘the opinion of 
the Attorney General at all, what shall be the 
compensation of these public servants. 

Mr, Futter suggested that the resolution was 
in an imperative form, differing rather from the 
ordinary shape of resolutions directed to commit- 
tees. He preferred that it should take the usual 
shape of an inquiry into the expediency of making 
this provision. 

Mr. Cocke, after some other remarks, accepted 
this modification of his motion ; and, thus amend- 
ed, it was agreed to. 


EDWIN LEWIS. 


Mr. Saunpers, of North Carolina, submitted 
the following paper to the House, and moved that 
it lie on the table: 


‘¢ The undersigned, members of the bar of the dis- 
trict court for the Alabama district, do certify that 
they are well acquainted with the general character 
of Edwin Lewis; that it is bad, and that they con- 
sider him unworthy to be admitted as a member of 
the said bar. 

WM. CRAWFORD, District Attorney. 
H. HITCHCOCK, At?#’y Gen’ of Ala. 
WILLIAM B. PATTEN. 
A. G. RUFFIN. 
A. V. BAGLEY. 

Monite, Alabama, Jan. 15, 1823.” 


This paper having been read— 

Mr. Coven, of New York, said, he knew no- 
thing of the parties in this case—of the signers of 
this paper, or of the individual concerned. But 
he could not see the least propriety in having a 
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paper of this sort presented and placed on the | the subject to which this certificate relates. If ih 

records of this House to the prejudice of any in- | report should be taken up, it would then be time 

dividual. He, therefore, moved that the gentle- | enough to discuss it. 

man have leave to withdraw it. | The paper was ordered to lie on the table. 
The Speaker stated that the motion now pend- | 

ing was to lay it on the table. INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

r. Moore, of Alabama, was, like the gentle-| The Speaker laid before the House a lett, 
man from New York, very much surprised at this | from the Secretary of War, transmitting a repo 
document bein brought forward, and was at a | of the Second Auditor, accompanied by copies o 
loss to know the motive for introducing it. He | the accounts of superintendents and agents fo; 
considered the character of this individual as not | Indian Affairs, prepared in obedience to the 34 
being before the House. And, if a precedent was | section of the act of the 6th May, 1822, entitled 
to be established such as the reception of this | “Au act to amend an act to regulate trade and in. 
paper would constitute,,he hoped it would be | tercourse with the Indian tribes ;” which were 
when some solid and substantial reasons could be | referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
produced in favor of it. He hoped the gentleman | On motion to print the papers accompanying 
would reconsider the matter, and withdraw that | this report, some conversation took place, in the 
document. I profess not to know that individual, | course of which, 
said Mr. M., but he ought to have justice at least,| Mr. Lincoun, of Maine, took occasion to say 
which a course like this is not calculated to allow | that he knew of no adequate means of controlling 
to him. or regulating the contingent expenditures of the 

Mr. Nexson, of Maryland, asked if the Com- | Government, but by having detailed accounts of 
mittee on the Judiciary had not made a report | them laid before the House at each session, ani 
upon the charges preferred by Edwin Lewis | printed for the use of every member. The House 
against Judge Tait, and, if so, was not that report | had, indeed, provided certain committees to per. 
now lying on the table? [Being answered in the form the duty of supervising and scrutinizing these 
affirmative, Mr. N. proceeded.| Then, said he, | expenditures, but, as a member of one of those 
it appears obviously proper, that, where it is made | committees, he hoped to be pardoned for saying 
a matter of grave charge against a judge of the | that that committee was not competent to a proper 
United States, that he has refused to admit the | examination, which could be better given by each 
accuser to practice as an attorney in his court, | member for himself. Mr. L. puiniouten ad verted 
and a report upon this charge is lying on the | to the contingent expenditures of the fodian De- 
table, testimony of the character of the individual ere which were, in a great degree, irresponsi- 
refused to be admitted, being directly relevant, | ble and unregulated, and, so long as they were con- 
ought to be received. Here you have the testi- | tingent and discretionary, could be better checked 
mony of the members of the bar to which he was | by means of publicity, than in any other way. 
refused admission, testifying to his character, and The House, however, overruled the motion for 
to his unfitness for admission to the bar. This, | printing these papers, apparently on the ground 
Mr. N. said, was the very best evidence the House that the propriety of printing these papers could 
could have upon the case. It seemed to him, un- | be better determined after their contents had been 
~ the ees extraordinary that the gen- | examined by the Committee of Indian Affairs. 

eman from New York should object to receiv- , 
ing this paper, which ought to *. spread on the NEW YORK DISTRICT COURT. 
records, to show to every libeller who comes into Mr. Co.pen offered the following resolution: 
this House to vituperate high officers of the Gov- | Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instruc 
ernment, that the grounds and motives of their | ed to consider the propriety of giving an appeal in all 
conduct will be exposed, and, when exposed, ap- | cases decided by the district court of the northern dis- 
preciated as they ought to be. trict of New York, to which certain circuit powers 

Mr. Saunpers said he could not accommodate | have been given, and that they report by bill or other- 
the gentleman from Alabama by withdrawing this | ¥!8¢- 
paper, if he were disposed to do so; because, in| Mr. Coupen, in offering this resolution, said it 
ere it, he acted under the instructions of the | was with great astonishment he had learned that 

udiciary Committee. Like the gentleman from | the law of 1819, respecting the northern district 0! 
Alabama, said Mr. S., I personally know nothing | New York, was so framed, that no appeal is al- 
of this individual, and, from the little I have seen | lowed from the decisions of that court. 
of his character, I wish to know nothing of him.| Mr. Sreruina, of. New York, approved the ob- 
But, it seems proper that this paper should be re- | ject of the resolution, but suggested to his colleague 
ceived, because one of the charges addressed to | that there was no occasion for it, because there 1s a 
this House, against Judge Tait, by this individual, | bill on the table, reported at the last session, whic! 
was, that he had refused him admission to the bar. | would meet this case precisely. 
This certificate shows that he was not a fit person | Mr. Ws.Lwortn, of New York, said it was tru’ 
to be admitted. The certificate is signed by sev- | there was bill on the table which made this reso 





snp ETI 





eral of the most respectable gentlemen in the State | lution unnecessary. But, if his colleague would 


of Alabama, one of whom, he had heard, is now | examine the subject with reference to the case 0! 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the | other courts having similar pens he would find 
State. Mr. S. would not now, however, discuss | that the appellate power of this court extended 
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further than that of any other in the same circum- 
stances. In the western district court of Pennsy!- 
yania, not even a writ of error is allowed to the 
circuit court; neither in the western district of 
Virginia ; whilst, in the northern district of New 
York, a writ of error is allowed from the northern 
district to the circuit court. There is no reason 
why even this should be given, because there is 
gre ees to the Supreme Court in both 
cases. en that bill, therefore, should come up, 
if it did come up, he should now, as he did at the 
last Session, Oppose its passage as unnecessary and 
improper. 

Mr. CoLpEN said he was not sure that his col- 
league was not mistaken about the extent of the 

wers given to the court in the bill lying on the 
table; and preferred, therefore, that this subject 
should go to the Judiciary Committee. With re- 
spect to the alleged existence of the appeal, if the 

entleman so construed the law, as it stands, he 
differed from the first practitioners in New York, 
for they understand that there is no appeal what- 
ever from that court. Mr. C., therefore, wished 
the inquiry to be made. If the information that 
had reached him was correct, he said it never could 
be the intention of Congress that the court should 
exercise these high powers without appeal. 

Mr. STERLING expressed his hope that the reso- 
lution would not pass, as it would only serve to 
delay the acting on the bill already reported. 

The resolution was then, on motion, ordered to 
lie on the table. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The House proceeded to consider the report 
made on the 13th instant, by the Committee on 
the Public Buildings; and the report being read, 
as follows, viz: 

“The Committee on the Public Buildings, to which 
was referred the resolution directing them to inquire 
and report the alterations necessary to be made in the 
Representatives’ Hall, for the accommodation of the 
Eighteenth Congress, report to the House the sub- 
joined report of ths public architect, made to the com- 
mittee, on the subject of this resolution. 


‘The committee approve of the plan suggested by 
the architect, and recommend it to the House. The 
sum necessary to effect this alteration the committee 
will include in the bill making appropriation for the 
public buildings. ‘The committee submit the follow- 
ing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings be directed to make the alteration in the 
Representatives’ Hall, for the accommodation of the 
Eighteenth Congress, which the architect recommends 
in his report to the Committee on the Public Build- 
ings.” 


Report of the Architect. 


Fespruary 12, 1823. 


Stn: In compliance with the request of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, I now present a plan of 
the floor of the Representative Hall of the United 
States, exhibiting the manner in which may be dis- 
posed the additional seats which will be necessary for 
the accommodation of the next Congress. 


The number of members in the 18th Congress will 


be - ° - : ° - - - 213 
And of Delegates from Territories - - - 3 
216 


I propose to take away the stone platforms which 
project in advance of the prostyle, or straight range of 
columns. 

This space will give room for nine seats on each 

side - - - - - - - - 18 
Three desks in the second circular range, on 

each side, now occupied by one person, may 

be altered for two each - - - - 


The number of seats on the present floor - 192 


216 


The expense of the alteration and furniture, may be 
estimated as follows: 





18 new desks, at $10 - - - - - $180 
6 alterations in desks, at $5 - - - 30 
24 chairs, at $20 - - - - - 480 
Stone work, iron, and carpenter’s work : 500 
$1,190 








Respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant, 
CHARLES BULFINCH. 
Hon. W. S. Brackiener. 


The question was taken to agree to the resolu- 
tion submitted in the said report, and passed in 
the affirmative. 


MECHANICS’ BANK, ALEXANDRIA. 


The bill from the Senate to extend the charter 
of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, was read 
a third time. 

Mr. Burrter, of New Hampshire, requested the 
yeas and nays on the question, and, having done 
so, assigned the reasons why he should vote 
against the bill, which were consentaneous with 
those given on the same side of the question in 
yesterday’s discussion. 

Mr. Mercer made a brief reply; when the 
question on the passage of the bill was decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


Yxras—Messrs. Allen of Tennessee, Bigelow, Bor- 
land, Breckenridge, Brown, Burrows, Campbell of 
New York, Cannon, Cassedy, Chambers, Colden, 
Cushman, Cuthbert, Dane, Durfee, Eddy, Farrelly, 
Findlay, Floyd, Forward, Fuller, Gebhard, Gorham, 
Govan, Hamilton, Hardin, Harris, Hawks, Hill, Hol- 
combe, Hooks, Hubbard, Jackson, Jennings, J.T. John- 
son, J.S. Johnston, Jones of Tenn., Kent, Keyes, Kirk- 
land, Lincoln, Little, McCarty, McDuffie, McLane, Me- 
Neill, McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Mattocks, Mercer, 
Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Moore of Virginia, Moore of 
Alabama, Neale, Nelson of Maryland, Newton, Pat- 
terson of New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phil- 
lips, Poinsett, Reed of Maryland, Reid of Georgia, 
Rhea, Rogers, Saunders, Sloane, Sterling of N. York, 
A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, Tod, Tracy, Trimble, 
Van Rensselaer, Whipple, White, Williams of Virginia, 
Williamson, Wood, Woodcock, and Wright—81. 

Naxs—Messrs. Barber of Connecticut, Barstew, 
Blackledge, Buchanan, Burton, Butler, Cambreleng, 
Campbell of Ohio, Carter, Cocke, Condict, Conner, 
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Crafts, Dickinson, Edwards of Connecticut, Garnett, 


Gilmer, Gross, Harvey, Ingham, F. Johnson, Lathrop, 
Leftwich, Litchfield, McCoy, McKim, Matson, Nel- 
son of Massachusetts, New, Pitcher, Plumer of New 
Hampshire, Plumer of Pennsylvania, Rankin, Reed 
of Massachusetts, Rich, Rochester, Rodney, Ross, Rug- 
gles, Russ, Arthur Smith, W. Smith, Sterling of Con- 
necticut, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Thompson, Tom- 
linson, Udree, Upham, Van Wyck, Walker, Williams 
of North Carolina, and Woodson—55. 


So the bill was passed. 


REPAIR OF THE CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. PLumer, of 
New Hampshire, again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PLumer moved to take up the bill to amend 
the ordinance and acts of Congress for the better 
government of the Territory of Michigan. 

This motion was disagreed to—ayes 54, noes’55. 

Mr. LirtLe then moved that the Committee 
again take up the bill from the Senate to appro- 
priate $25,000 for the ~— and preservation of the 
Cumberland Road ; which motion was agreed to. 

When this bill was last up, an amendment was 
proposed toit, by Mr. Bucnanan, of Pennsylvania, 
the object of which is a recession of such parts of 
the road as are included in the limits of the States 
of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, to the 
States respectively, imposing on them the obliga- 
tion of keeping the road in repair. 

On this question arose an animated and pretty 
able debate, in which the following gentlemen 
engaged, viz: 

or the amendment—Mr. Bucwanan, Mr. Far- 
RELLY, and Mr. Forwarp. 

Against the amendment—Mr. TRimBip, Mr. 
Vance, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Wricut, Mr. Cook, 
and Mr. Burrows. 

When the question was taken on the proposed 
amendment, and decided in the negative, 66 to 
. on one part of it, and 68 to 34 on the remainder 
of it. 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House without amendment. 


In the House, after refusing a motion to adjourn, | 


Mr. BucHanan again submitted the amendment 
which he had proposed in Committee of the 
Whole, and the question upon it was, at his re- 
quest, ordered to be taken by yeasand nays. The 
amendment is in the following words : 


“ Szc. 4. That, from and after the first day of De- 
cember next, any right with the United States may 
have to so much of the said road as lies within the 
State of Maryland, be, and the same is hereby, ceded 


to the said State: Provided, The Legislature thereof | 
shall, within six months thereafter, accept the same, | 


upon the following express conditions, that is to say : 
they shall forever keep such portion of the said road 


in good repair, and shall collect no more toll thereon | 


than will be necessary for that purpose, and to defray 
the expense of collection ; and shall, also, annually, 
cause to be published, an account of the tolls received, 
and the manner in which they have been expended. 

“ Sxc. 5. That, from and after the said first day of 
December next, any right which the United States 
may have to so much of the said road as lies within the 
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ee 
State of Pennsylvania, be, and the same is hereby 
ceded to the said State: Provided, The Legislatu;, 
thereof shall, within six months thereafter, accept th. 
same, upon the following express conditions, that jy 
to say: they shall forever keep such portion of »;,; 
said road in good repair, and shall collect no moze to)j 
thereon than will be necessary for that purpose, anj 
to defray the expense of collection ; and shall, als» 
annually, cause to be published, an account of thy 
tolls received, and the manner in which they have been 
expended. 

“Sec. 6. That, from and after the said first day of 
December next, ahy right which the United States 
may have to so much of the said road as lies within 
the State of Virginia, be, and the same is hereby, 
ceded to the said State: Provided, The Legislatur 
thereof shall, within six months thereafter, accept the 
same, upon the following express conditions, that js 
to say: they shall forever keep such portion of th 
said road in good repair, and shall collect no more tol 
thereon than will be necessary for that purpose, and 
to defray the expense of collection ; and shall, also, 
annually, cause to be published, an account of the 
tolls received, and the manner in which they hav 
been expended.” 


And then another motion to or Was made 


and carried, 75 to 61; and the House adjourned 
half an hour before sunset. 





Trorspay, February 20. 


Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Way; 
and Means, reported a bill to carry into effect the 
Convention of Navigation and Commerce between 
the United States and France, concluded at Wash- 
ington on the 24th of June, 1822 ; which was read 
twiceand committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which had been referred a bill from the 
Senate, supplementary to the several acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisi- 
ana, reported the same without amendment; and 
it was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 

| reading. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs were dis 
charged from the consideration of the letter of the 
Secretary of War, received yesterday, and it was 
laid on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have, in the absence of the Vicz 
PresipenT of the United States, elected Joun 
GAILLARD President of the Senate, pro tempore. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reviving, for the space of one year, 
an act to amend an act to establish a general stamp 
office. 

The Committee of the whole House to which 
is committed the bill for the relief of Captain 
Richard Hightower were discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill, and it was or 
dered to be engrossed, and reada third time to 
morrow. 

Messages received from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep States, yesterday, were read, and are as 
follows : 


‘ 
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1) the House of Representatives of the United States : 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
ntatives, of the 11th of December last, I trans- 

mit to the Houss a aes from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, containing the information requested, of the 
smount of moneys advanced to agents, sub-agents, 
contractors, sub-contractors, or individuals, since the 
frst of January, 1817, which have not been accounted 
for on settlement, and of the loss sustained in each 
case, the sureties taken, and the names of the sure- 


JAMES MONROE. 
Fresrvary 19, 1823. 
The Message and documents were laid on the 


table. 
To the Howse of Representatives of the United States : 

The Convention of Navigation and Commerce be- 
tween the United States of America, and His Majesty 
the King of France and Navarre, concluded and signed 
at Washington, on the 24th of June, 1822, with the 
first separate article thereto annexed having been rat- 
ified by the two parties, and the ratifications of the 
same having been duly exchanged, copies of it, and 
of the separate article referred to, are now communi- 
cated to the two Houses of Congress, to the end that 
the necessary measures for carrying it into execution, 
on the part of the United States, may be adopted by 
the Legislature. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wasaineron, Feb. 18, 1823. 

The Message and Convention were laid on the 
table. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of that en of the 3lst of 
last month, a report from the Secretary of State, rela- 
tive to the Commissioners appointed for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the titles and claims to land in 


Florida. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Wasnineton, Feb. 19, 1823. 
The Message and report were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


I transmit, to the House of Representatives, an ad- 
ditional report from the Secretary of the Treasury, with 


| the documents referred to therein, containing further 


information of the proceedings in execution of the law 
of the last session, respecting the trade with the Indian 
tribes, called for by the resolution of the 19th of De- 
cember last. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Fesrvary 19, 1823. 


The Message and documents were referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The Speaker laid before the Housea letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the in- 
formation in relation to the expenditures on the 
Cumberland Road, as called for by the resolution 
adopted on the 17th instant; which letter was 
ordered to lie on the table.—The statement is as 
follows : 


Amount appropriated - + = $1,718,846 35 
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Surveying and locating - - - 29,144 25 

Constructing - - - : - 1,544,882 70 

Repairs - - : - - - *16,160 19 
Salaries to superintendents and assist- 

ants - - - - - - 53,034 61 

Miscellaneous and contingent’ - - 2,457 45 





Amount accounted for - - 
To which add— 


- $1,645,679, 20 


Amount carried to the surplus fund - 66,810 63 
Advances unaccounted for - : 5,314 85 
Due the United States on settlement 1,041, 67 


- $1,718,846 35 


Total appropriated - - 








*««The charges for repairs are so blended with the 
expenses of constructing, that it is difficult to dis- 
criminate the actual expenditure under this head ; the 
above is the only charge which appears exclusively for 
repairs. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Governor of Pennsylvania 
containing an official certificate of the severa 
members trom the State of Pennsylvania, elected 
to serve in the 18th Congress of the United States; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Mr. McKim, after adverting to the importance 
of the document which gives an account of the 
imports and exports of the United States, which 
he considered the most valuable which has been 
laid before Congress at the present session, bein 
replete with the most useful information, move 
that two thousand extra copies be printed of it. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Basserr and 
Mr. Woop, on account of the bulk of the docu- 
ment, and the time and money which it would 
take to reprint it as proposed. It was contended, 
besides, that none but importing merchants are 
much interested in it, and that for their use the 
newspaper digests would be as satisfactory as this 
volume. 

To this Mr. McKim replied, that the manufac- 
turer and agriculturist, as well as the merchant, 
were interested in this report, showing the course 
and bearing of our commerce on his particular 
pursuits, &c. 

On the question being taken, Mr. McKim’s mo- 
tion was negatived. 


EXPENSE OF LIGHTHOUSES, &c. 


The following resolution, moved by Mr. Stoane 
yesterday, was taken up to-day : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House of the amount of 
money paid from the Treasury since the organization 
of the present Government, for the following objects, 
viz: building lighthouses, including the purchase of 
land on which they are situated, together with the 
lighting and superintending the same; erecting bea- 
cons, building, lighting, and superintending vessels 
stationed as lights in harbors, or on the coast; build- 
ing wharves, piers, and sea-walls; removing obstruc- 
tions to navigation in rivers or harbors; placing and 
superintending buoys; relief of distressed, sick, and 
disabled seamen ; and for support of consuls and com: 
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mercial agents abroad; the expenditure under each 
head to be stated separately. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. Goruam offered the following as an amend- 
ment to this resolution: 

“ Also to inform this House what amount of money 
has been paid into the Treasury since the organiza- 
tion of the present Government from the duties laid 
upon imports and tonnage entering the ports and har- 
bors of the United States, with the amount of hospital 
money received by the officers of the Government out 
of seamen’s wages, stating how far the amount of said 
duties and hospital money have exceeded the amount 
expended on the items specified in the first part of 
this resolution ; also to inform the House how many 
of the lighthouses now maintained by the United 
States were erected by the individual States, and 
where the same are situated.” 

Mr. Stoane received this amendment as a mog- 
ification of his resolution. 

The question being on agreeing to the resolu- 
tion as thus amended— 

Mr. Woop expressed his hope that the resolu- 
tion would not pass. There was no business be- 
fore this House upon which this information 
could operate ; and, if there were, the same infor- 
mation was already on the files of the House, 
being obtained under calls at former sessions. 
The effect of the resolution would therefore only 
be to give unnecessary trouble to the public officers. 

Mr. Svoane said he did not expect any oppo- 
sition to this motion, being a call for information 
merely. His object in calling for it was to throw 
some light on the exercise of powers by Congress, 
which could only have been inferred by a con- 
struction of the Constitution analogous to that 
which was contended by the friends of internal 
improvement, of the unconstitutionality of which 
so much had been heard. That subject, if not 
discussed at. thé present session, would be at the 
next, and it welll be proper to obtain the infor- 
mation necessary to enable the House to act un- 
derstandingly upon it. 

Mr. Cuamsers, of Ohio, said that the resolu- 
tion, in its present form, would be imperative on 
the Executive to give the information at the pres- 
ent session. As the gentleman had expressed no 
desire to have the information at the present ses- 
sion, and as so little time remained within which 
to procure it, Mr. C. wished the resolve to be so 
amended as that the information should be com- 
municated at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress. 

The resolution was accordingly so amended. 

Mr. McLane suggested the propriety of amend- 
ing the resolution so as to require also an account 
of the expenses of surveying the public lands from 
the commencement of the Government. 

Mr. Sxoane said he did not see any connexion 
between that subject and the object of his call. 
This was the first resolution he had ever offered 
to call for information, and he did not see why 
attempts should be made to embarrass this reso- 
lution, when such resolutions, moved by others, 
were suffered to pass almost as matters of course. 

Mr. McLane assured the gentleman from Ohio 
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that he had no intention to embarrass his _ resoly. 
tion; but, desiring to have this information jp 
connexion with that required by the resolution of 
the pravienes from Ohio, he moved to amend the 
resolution by adding thereto the following: 

“And, also, the amount of money expended fo; 
surveying and disposing of the public lands.”’ 

Mr. Stewart moved to amend the amendment 
by adding thereto the following: 


“ And the amount received from the sales of said 
lands.” 


Mr. Convict then moved to lay the resolution 
and the amendments on the table ; and the motion 
was agreed to. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


.The Committee of the whole House to which 
is committed the bill extending the time for locat- 
ing Virginia military land warrants, and return- 
ing surveys thereon to the General Land Office, 
as, also, the bill extending the time for issuing and 
locating military land warrants to officers and 
soldiers of the Revolutionary army, were dis- 
oneeene from the further consideration of the said 

ills. 

The House then proceeded to consider the bill 
extending the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to 
the General Land Office. 

A debate arose, of considerable length and ani- 
mation ; in the course of which, the principle of 
the bill was opposed by Mr. Vance, of Ohio, and 
Mr. Ross, of Ohio; and supported by Messrs. 
Srevenson, CaMpsBe.y of Ohto, McCoy, Ran- 
KIN, Mercer, and Harpin. 

Mr. Stoane then moved to add the following, 
by way of amendment, to the bill: 


“Src. 3. Be it further enacted, That no holder of 
any warrant which has been located and surveyed, 
shall be permitted to remove the same, and again lo- 
cate it on any other tract, except in cases of eviction, 
or unless it be found to interfere with a prior loca- 
tion.” 


After some debate on this amendment, in which 
Messrs. McCoy, Wricut, Waker, Rue, and 
Cook, engaged, it was negatived by a consider- 
able majority. 

The bill was then amended, on motion of Mr. 
CAMPBELL, so as to extend its operation to four 
years for locating, and six years for returning 
surveys. 

The debate was then resumed by Mr. Vance, 
who zealously opposed the bill, which Mr. Har- 
DIN again defended. 

Mr. Ross then offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“ Provided, That no warrant shall hereafter be lo- 
cated by virtue of this or any other law, on any lands 
heretofore sold by the United States, to any individ- 
ual or individuals.” 

Messrs. Harpin, Rankin, and CampseLt, 0! 
Ohio, opposed the amendment ; and Messrs. Ross 
and Cook supported it; when 

The amendment was negatived. m" 

Mr. Watwortn, who was in favor of this bill, 
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yet thought that justice required that the pledges | 
of the Government in favor of one class of per- | 
ons during the Revolutionary war should not be 
jess binding than to another. Under this impres- 
sion, he moved to add a new section to the bill, | 
for reviving, for the term of four years, the act for | 
the benefit of the Canadian refugees during the | 
Revolutionary war. 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. STE- 
yenson and Ruea, as unconnected with the prin- 
ciples of the bill ; and 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Cocke then provers to amend the bill by 
a proviso literally the same as that offered by Mr. | 
Ross, with permission to those locating land | 
warrants to make them on any land of the Uni- | 
ted States, in the country so reserved, unoccupied | 
by previous location. 

Messrs. RANKIN, Ruea, ARCHER, and MERcER, 
opposed this amendment; and Messrs. Cocke, | 

racy, WaLworts, and Netson of Maryland, | 
supported it. 

One or two verbal amendments were made to 
the amendment of Mr. Cocke; 

When the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and agreed to. 


Mr. CaMPBELL, of Ohio, then moved to lay the | 
bill on the table, he being unwilling to vote for | ; | . 
| act of Parliament of the 5th of August, 1822, as 


the bill with this proviso attached to it. 

On this motion, Mr. Ranvotpx required the 
yeas and nays; but a sufficient number not rising 
to sustain the call— 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew his motion to lay the 
bill on the table; and 

Mr. Cook then moved to recommit it to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


Proceedings. 





This motion was agreed to—ayes 75. 
The House proceeded to consider the bill ex- 
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be authorized and requested to commence a system of 
operations for the gradual and ultimate effectuation of 
the objects contemplated; allowing him to exercise 
and pursue his own judgment, as to the manner or 
mode of doing it; and to communicate to this House, 
as soon as may be, after the commencement of the 
next session, the progress and result of his proceedings 
therein. 


The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Sen- 


| ate, entitled “An act to regulate the commercial 


intercourse between the United States and certain 
British colonial ports,” reported the same without 
amendment, and it was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Newton, from the same committee, to 
whom the subject has been referred, reported a bill 
to abolish the office of Measurer; which was read 
twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Russet, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, made a report in relation to the act of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, passed the 5th of 
August, 1822, concluding with a resolution re- 
commending that the subject be referred to the 


| President of the United States, and that he be re- 


quested to obtain, by negotiation with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, such modifications of the 


may remove all just cause of complaint; which 
report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wi.utaMs, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Charles Carr, of 
Kentucky, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 


tending the time for issuing and locating Military | Senate, entitled “An act to revive and continue in 


Land Warrants to officers and soldiers of the 
Revolutionary army. And pending the question, 
Shall the same be engrossed for a third reading ? 
the House adjourned. 





Fripay, February 21. 


Mr. Cocke, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John B. 
Hogan, which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Watworth, from the same Committee, 
who were instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of increasing the appropriation for arming the 
whole body of the militia, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That it is expedient to increase the an- 
nual appropriation for arming the militia, for the year 
1823, twenty thousand dollars. 


The resolution was committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. Mertcacre, from the select committee ap- | 


pointed on the subject of Indian Affairs, made a 
report in relation to the Florida Indians, conclu- 
ding with the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 


force an act, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the several acts for the adjustment of land claims 
in the State of Louisiana,” approved the 11th of 
May, 1820, and for other purposes, reported the 
same without amendment, and it was ordered to 


| be read a third time to-morrow. 


The House proceeded to consider the joint reso- 
| lution requiring from the Secretary of the Senate 
| and Clerk of the House of Representatives, an an- 
'nual statement of the expenditures from the con- 


| tingent fund of the two Houses: Whereupon, it 





| was ordered that the said resolution be engrossed, 
_and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Netson, of Maryland, made an unsuccess- 

| ful motion to take up the report of the Committee 
of Claims, in the case of Sarah Easton and Dor- 
othy Storer. 

Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, also made an un- 
| successful motion to take up the resolution laid on 
| the table two days ago by him, instructing the 
| Committee on Military Affairs to report a bill for 
| the erection of two steam batteries on the Missis- 


sippi. 

| "The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of State of the newspapers, 
journals, and other periodical publications, charts 
and instruments, maps and prints, taken at the 
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Department of State, on public account; accom- 
panied by a catalogue of all books belonging to 
the said Department, purchased at public expense; 
which report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the several acts for the adjustment 
of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Captain Richard Hightower,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 


REVOLUTIONARY LAND WARRANTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill extending the time for issuing and locating 
military land warrants to officers and soldiers of 
the Revolutionary army ; when— 

Mr. Ross moved to subjoin thereto the follow- 
ing section : 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, at the 
expiration of the time limited by this act for the loca- 
tion of the military land warrants aforesaid, it shall be 
the duty of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to transmit to the Surveyor General a list of all 
the lots of land within the fifty quarter townships 
which shall at that time remain unlocated. And the 
Surveyor General shall prepare and transmit to the 
registers of the land office at Chillicothe and Zanes- 
ville, respectively, general plats of the aforesaid unlo- 
cated lots; which lots shall, after the 4th day of June, 
1825, be offered for sale at the land offices in the dis- 
tricts in which they are situated, in the same manner, 
and on the same terms and conditions, in every 
respect, as other public lands are offered at private 
sale in the same districts.” 


Mr. Ross offered some remarks in explanation 
and support of his amendment, and was opposed 
by Mr. Rint and Mr. McCoy. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, it 
was negatived ; and the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished business of Wednesday, being 
the bill appropriating $25,000 for the repair of the 
Cumberland road. 

The question before the House was on agreeing 
to the amendment proposed by Mr. Bucuanan ; 
which amendment is in the following words: 


“‘Sxc.4. That, from and after the first day of De- | 
cember next, any right which the United States may 
have to so much of the said road as lies within the | 
State of Maryland, be, and the same is hereby, ceded 
to the said State: Provided, The Legislature thereof 
shall, within six months thereafter, accept the same, 
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———— 


ceded to the said State: Provided, The Legislature 
thereof shall, within six months thereafter, accept the 
same, upon the following express conditions—that j; 
to say: they shall forever keep such portion of the 
said road in good repair, and shall collect no more to}j 
thereon than will be necessary for that purpose, an 
to defray the expense of collection; and shall also 
annually cause to be published an account of the tolls 
received, and the manner in which they have been 
expended. 

** Sec. 6. That, from and after the said first day of 
December next, any right which the United States may 
have to so much of the said road as lies within the 
State of Virginia be, and the same is hereby, ceded to 
the said State: Provided, The Legislature thereof shal), 
within six months thereafter, accept the same, upon 
the following express conditions—that is to say : they 
shall forever keep such portion of the said road in good 
repair, and shall collect no more toll thereon than will 
be necessary for that purpose, and to defray the ex. 
pense of collection ; and shall also annually cause to 
be published an account of the tolls received, and the 
manner in which they have been expended.” 


Mr. IncHam, of Pennsylvania, to obviate one 
of the main objections which had been taken to 
the principle of the amendment, moved to amend 
the amendment, by adding thereto the following: 


“Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in case 
either of the said States, at any time after either of 
them shall have accepted the cession of the said road 
upon the foregoing conditions, shall neglect or refuse 
to comply with the same, the Congress of the United 
States shall then have power, upon due proof being 
made to their satisfaction of such neglect or refusal, 
to resume any right which the United States may now 
possess to such part of the said road as shall be within 
any of the said States so neglecting or refusing to 
adopt such rules and regulations for the preservation 
and repair of the same, as though this act had never 
been passed.” 


Mr. Bucwanan accepted this amendment, asa 
part of his motion. 

A division of the question was required, how- 
ever, which brought Mr. BucHanan’s amendment 
in its original shape first before the House. And 
the question on agreeing thereto was decided by 
the following vote: 

Yeas — Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Massachusetts, 
Archer, Bassett, Bateman, Bigelow, Borland, Brown, 
Buchanan, ‘Burton, Cambreleng, Cannon, Crafts, 
Dickinson, Edwards of Pennsylvania, Edwards of 
North Carolina, Farrelly, Floyd, Forward, Garnett, 
Harvey, Hawks, Hooks, Hubbard, Ingham, Lathrop, 


Leftwich, Litchfield, McCoy, McSherry, Matlack, 


Matson, Mattocks, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Moore 


of Virginie, Murray, New, Patterson of New York, 
Phillips, Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of Penn- 


upon the following express conditions—that is to say: | sylvania, Rhea, Rochester, Ruggles, Russ, Saunders, 


they shall for ever keep such portion of the said road 
in good repair ; and shall collect no more toll thereon 
than will be necessary for that purpose, and to defray 
the expense of collection; and shall also, annually, | 





Sergeant, Alexander Smyth, Spencer, Sterling of 
Connecticut, A. Stevenson, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, 
Tod, Tucker of South Carolina, Van Wyck, Wal- 
worth, Whipple, White, Williams of Virginia, Wil- 


cause to be published an account of the tolls received, | liams of North Carolina, Williamson, Wilson, and 


and the manner in which they have been expended. 
“Sxc.5. That, from and after the said first day of De- | 


| Wood—65. 


Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Ball, Barber of Con- 


cember next, any right which the United States may | necticut, Baylies, Bayly, Blackledge, Burrows, Camp- 
have to so much of the said road as lies within the | bell of Ohio, Cassedy, Chambers, Colden, Condict, 


State of Pennsylvania be, and the same is hereby, | 


Conkling, Cushman, Dane, Denison, Durfee, Dwight, 








1072 
ry 1823, 


=—=—=—=—= 
Zislature 
cept the 
—that is 
1 Of the 
nore tolj 
ose, and 
all also 
the tolls 
ve been 


t day of 
ites may 
hin the 
reded to 
Of shall, 
e, upon 
y: they 
IN good 
IAN will 
the ex. 
ause to 
and the 








ite one 
ken to 
amend 
Wing: 
in case 
ther of 
d road 
refuse 
United 
being 
efusal, 
y now 
within 
ing to 
vation 
never 








asa 





how- 
ment 

And 
ad by 








isetts, 
rown, 
rafts, 
ds of 
rnett, 
hrop, 
tlack, 
foore 
ork, 
enn- 
ders, 
g of 
ylor, 
Wal- 
Wil- 

and 





Con- 
im p- 
dict, 
ght, 



















































| having no doubt of the power of Congress to pass 
| this bill, though he had some doubts of its power Tomlinson, Trimble, Udree, Upham, Vance, Van 
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m, Gross, Hamilton, Hardin, Harris, Hemphill, | port of Government for the year 1819,” as: purports to 
Hill, Holcombe, Jackson, Jennings, F. Johnson, J. T.| have pledged the two per cent. fund of the States of 
Johnson, J. 8. Johnston, Jones of Tennessee, Kent, | Indiana and Illinois, for the repayment of moneys 
Keyes, Kirkland, Lincoln, Little, McCarty, McDuffie, | appropriated for the construction and repairs of the 
McKim, McLane, McNeill, Mallary, Mercer, Metcalfe, | Cumberland road, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
Montgomery, Moore of Alabama, Neale, Nelson of | pealed. 
Maryland, Newton, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Pier-| Mr. J. accompanied this amendment with some 
son, Pitcher, Poinsett, Rankin, Reed of Massachusetts, | observations, the object of which was to show that 
Reed of Maryland, Reid of Georgia, Rich, Rogers, | the fund belonging to these States had been un- 
Ross, Sloane, Arthur Smith, William Smith, Sterling | justly and illegally considered as appropriated to 
of New oe ~ morte eet Tomlinson, | +}, Paieeied wand 
racy, Trimble, Udree, ham, Vance, Van Rensse- r 
re Walk er, Warfield, Woo dson, and Wright—66. Mr. Ma.tary suggested that, to attempt to at- 
, / . | tach this proposition to the bill before the House 
So Mr. Bucuanan’s amendment was negativ-| would require the discussion of a question for 
ed, and Mr. INcHAm’s proposition of course fell| which, he was sure, the House was not prepared 
with it. ot at this time, and which would but serve to em- 
Mr. WHIPPLE then moved the following amend- | harrass this bill. 
ment, which he supported on the ground that it} Mr, Raza also protested against introducing 
would be proper to continue to this road that| sych an amendment as this into this bill. 


ae - es 
Bays Edwards of Connecticut, Forrest, Gilmer, Gist, | entitled ‘‘ An act making appropriations for the sup- 
Go 


distinctive character, by which it had been sepa-| Mr, Coox said he concurred most heartily with 
rated from objects of internal improvement gen-| the gentleman from Indiana as to the object of 
erally; this amendment, but he was satisfied the House 


Provided, The sum hereby appropriated shall be | was not prepared at this time to investigate it. 
charged to, and repaid from, the fund pledged for the | He believed the provision of the law of 1819 to 
construction of said road. have been a glaring outrage on the rights of In- 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. Wricur, | diana and Illinois. Lest a decision negativin 
Mr. Forwarp, and Mr. Harpin, on the ground | this proposition, as an amendment to this bill, 
that, as the fund in question was already in debt | should be used as an argument against the rights 
to the Treasury ten times as much as it would ever | of these States hereafter, when separately and 
be able to pay, and of course worse than exhaust- | directly before the House, Mr. C. suggested to the 
ed, to insert this amendment would be in fact the | gentleman from Indiana the propriety of with- 
rejection of the main object of the bill.. Mr. For- | drawing his amendment. 
warp took also a broader ground; that he wished| Influenced by these suggestions, Mr. Jennines 
this bill to appear in terms what he contended it | withdrew his amendment. 
in fact is, an exercise of the general power of in-| The question was then taken on ordering the 
ternal improvement; maintaining that the end / pill to be read a third time, and decided by the 
and object of any appropriation of public money | following vote: 
is the only test of the constitutionality of that ap-) y,, .._ Messrs. Abbot, Barber of Connecticut, Bate- 
propriation, and that to speak of - Constitutional man, Baylies, Bayly, Blackledge, Burrows, Campbell 
appropriation for an unconstitutional object was | of New York, Campbell of Ohio, Carter, Cassedy, 


} an absurdity. Chambers, Colden, Condict, Conkling, Cook, Cush- 


Mr. WuippLe replied that, if the fund should| man, Cuthbert, Dane, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Ed- 


| hever accrue, the money could not be reimbursed. | wards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsylvania, Ful- 
| His object was not to defeat the bill, but to make| Jer, Gorham, Govan, Hamilton, Hardin, Harris, 


it conform to preceding legislation on the subject. | Hemphill, Hill, Hobart, Holeombe, Hubbard, Jackson, 
The question being taken on this amendment, | Jennings, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, 


; it was decided in the negative. Jones of Tennessee, Kent, Keyes, Kirkland, Little, 


Mr. Farrecty asked for information of the | McCarty, McKim, McLane, MeNeill, Mallary, Mer- 


| ground on which the particular sum of twenty-five | cer, Metcalfe, Mitchell of South Carolina, Montgom- 
; thousand dollars in the bill was founded; and Mr. ; ety, Moore of Virginia, Moore of Alabama, Neale, 
| Trimsce informed him that it was predicated on 
| estimates by intelligent men. 


Nelson of Maryland, Newton, Patterson of Pennsyl- 
vania, Pierson, Plumer of New Hampshire, Poinsett, 
Rankin, Reed of Maryland, Reid of Georgia, Rich, 
Rogers, Ross, Ruggles, Saunders, Scott, Sloane, Ster- 
ling of New York, A. Stevenson, Stewart, Taylor, 


Mr. Cotpen did not rise to discuss the bill; 


ata asa aay aye on blag ag — a Rensselaer, Walker, Warfield, Williams of Virginia, 

move to strike out (he wor National,” | Woodcock, Woodson, and Wright—89. 

as applied in the bill to the road, substituting N \ i: at £ Macssdine- 

therefor the word “ public,” equally descriptive of ys—Mesers. ‘ie ae vend. Biroee Bu- 

the road, and not lable to the objection which eotts, Dall, Bassett, ‘ eee >. Sretnabes - Cor 

he omeeal ¢ ae cahad:t chanan, Burtor, Cambreleng, Cannon, vonner, 
R Sate hevveglinanres Crafts, Denison, Dickinson, Edwards of North Caro- 





ag amendment was agreed to—71 to 63. lina, Farrelly, Floyd, Forrest, Forward, Garnett, Gil- 
Mr. Jennines proposed the following as an| mer, Gist, Gross, Hawks, Ingham, Lathrop, Leftwich, 
amendment to the bill : Lincoln, Litchfield, McCoy, McSherry, Matlack, Mat- 


And be it further enacted, That so much of the acy | son, Mattocks, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Murray, 








: 
é 7 
' 
: 


phat DO? a aeRO RIES ht 
© Rahs 





fenree 
RE MPS AE Panel hil TE 


1075 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1076 


H. or R. Military Appropriation Feprvary, 1893, 














— 


New, Patterson of New York, Phillips, Pitcher, |and returning surveys thereon to the Genera] 
Plumer of Pennsylvania, Randolph, Rhea, Rochester, | Land Office, reported the same with an amend. 
Rodney, Russ, Russell, Sergeant, Arthur Smith, Al- | ment; and the bill and amendment were ordere( 
exander Smyth, Spencer, Sterling of Connecticut, A. | to lie on the table. 

Stevenson, Thompson, T'od, Tracy, Tucker of South | Qn motion of Mr. JounsTon, of Louisiana, the 


Carolina, Van Wyck, Walworth, Whipple, White, : ; ins 
Williades af Werth Garclinn, Williamenn,  Wilean| Or ne rena, memrected to 


inquire into the expediency of providing steam bat. 

ane got 0 hird ti cores for the defence of the ississi si river. 
ig o the bill was ordered to be read a third time | “Oy motion of Mr. Lincoun, the Committee on 
O-MOKTOw. the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
MILITARY APPROPRIATION BILL. Sree of altering the times of holding the 
The House then, on motion of Mr. McLane, | Sessions of the circuit courts of -he United States 


resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on | in the States of Maine and New Hampshire. — 
the state of the Union, and proceeded to the dis-| Mr. Watworrn, from the Committee on Mili- 
cussion of the details of the bill making appropria- | tary Affairs, to which was recommitted the bill 
tions for the support of the Military Establish- | from the Senate providing for payment of certain 
ment for the year 1823. militia services in the State of Georgia during the 

A good deal of debate took place on some of | year 1792, 93, and ’94, reported it as their opin. 
the items of the bill; in which Messrs. McLane, | !0n that the bill ought to be rejected ; and moved 
FLoyp, Cannon, Watwortu, Hamitron, Wix- | that the bill be referred to a Committee of the 
tiaMs of North Carolina, McCoy, and Ruea, | Whole. 
took part. | Mr. Tuompson made a motion to lay the bill 

The bill having been gone through— on the table, expressing a hope that the House 

Mr. Tarrnatt moved the following amend- | Would indulge him by taking it up on Monday 
ment: next, or some early day in the next week, when 

“For the extinction of the Indian title to certain | he had no doubt the members of the Military 
reservations of land within the limits of the State of | Committee, as well as the House, could be satis- 
Georgia, made under the treaties of 1817, 1819, and | fied of the justness of this claim. 

1821, fifty thousand dollars.” | The Speaker having intimated that all bills 

On the question to proceed to the consideration | dergo consideration first in Committee of the 
of the bill making appropriation for fortifications, | Whole— 
it was determined that the Committee would now |. Mr. Tompson withdrew his motion, and the 
proceed to consider it. bill was then recommitted. 

At this stage of the business of the Committee | Mr. Taytor, adverting to the rule adopted at 
Mr. Tracy made a motion for the Committee to | the last session, the effect of which is that no bv- 
rise, which was negatived. | Siness should be sent from either House within 

On the first item of appropriation, being fifty- | the last two days of the session, said, that this 
eight thousand dollars for the completion of Fort | rule, which he considered a proper one, seemed to 
Delaware, Mr. Tracy, Mr. Cocke, and Mr. Ruga, | require a different arrangement of the business 
opposed the appropriation, and Mr. McLane and | before the House ; with which view he moved the 
Mr. SerGeanr supported it. following proposition : 

Before taking the question on this appropria-| Resolved, That the business now depending before 
tion, the Committee rose, and reported the first of | the House, and committed to a Committee of the 
the above two bills as amended. Whole, other than upon the state of the Union, be ar- 

The amendments made in the Committee to | ranged by the Clerk, under the direction of the Speak- 
the bill for the military service of the United | ¢% im the following order: 

States, were concurred in by the House, and the 1. Private bills originating in this House. 








bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- | ,, ** Public bills, and resolutions originating in this 
ing to-morrow. meneer: Sa Agia al adie 
Previous to the question being taken on con- Pi ht naam signa quatene Sarva per ine 


curring with the Committee in the several amend- cee bills and resolutions originating in te 
ments to the bill for making appropriations for} 5 Unfavorable reports. 
the Indian Department— Af atte 
The House adjourned at half past 4 o’clock. ter some conversation between Messrs. T'ay- 
Lor, Basser, Cook, and others, the proposition 
é' | was agreed to. 
Saturpay, February 22. The Committee of the Whole, to which was 
Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the | committed the bill for the relief of John Burgin, 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the subject | were discharged from the further consideration 
was referred, reported a bill concerning stamps ; | thereof, and the said bill was ordered to be en- 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, | grossed and read a third time on Monday next. 
and read a third time on Monday next. Mr. Coven moved to discharge the Commit- 
Mr. Cook, from the Committee on the Public | tee of the Whole from the further consideration 
Lands, to which was recommitted the bill extend- | of the proposition for continuing the pension of 
ing the time for locating military land warrants, | the widow of the late Captain Lawrence ; but 











107’ 
FEBR 


as th 
unan 
objec 


late | 
men! 
the | 
extel 
tary 
Rev 
ing 
Uni 
read 
for ¢ 


the 
Hot 
the 
gre’ 
the 


pri 
Cu 
an 


as | 
da 
ing 
dec 
tin 
tle 
fol 


an 
an 






1076 


¥, 1823, 


—— 


Genera] 
amend. 
ordered 


— 








ana, the 
ucted to 
“am bat. 
ver. 
ittee on 
= the 
Ing the 
States, 
ire. 
m Mili- 
the bill 
certain 
ring the 
Ir Opin- 
moved 
of the 




















the bill 
House 
fonday 
, When 
Lilitary 
€ Salis- 











ll bills 
ust un- 
of the 








nd the 






ted at 
no bu- 
within 
at this 
med to 
isiness 
red the 












before 
of the 
be ar- 
Speak- 










in this 







in the 







Tay- 


sition 







was 
irgin, 
ation 
e en- 
xt. 

nmit- 
ation 
on of 


but 




















1077 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1078 
Feonvany, 1823. —==—————Sacob and Henry Schiegelin. = | ~— «‘Hior Rs 











as the motion could not be received without the} Mr. CaMBRELENG said, he was aware that res- 
ynanimous consent of the House, and a member | olutions of this character were usually adopted or 
objecting to it, Mr. C. failed in his object. rejected silently ; but, as the case had been, under 
An engrossed bill for the relief of Charles Carr, | similar resolutions, twice before silently referred 
late paymaster to Colonel William Dudley’s regi- | to the Department of State, without obtaining for 
ment of Kentucky militia; an engrossed bill for | the claimants the aid required, it would obviously 
the relief of John B. Hogan; the engrossed bill, | be idle to refer it a third time, without any expla- 
extending the time for issuing and locating mili- | nation of the reasons why the Government is again 
tary land warrants to officers and soldiers of the | called upon to extend its aid in prosecuting a 
Revolutionary Army ; and an engrossed bill mak- | claim, which, though long neglected, appeared to 
ing appropriations for the military service of the | him to be sustained by every principle of law and 
United States for the year 1823; were severally | equity. To make a third fruitless call upon the 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate | Government would be doing injustice to the 
for concurrence. claimants. The object of the resolution is merely 
The engrossed joint resolution, requiring from | to request the President to cause this claim to be 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the | urged upon the attention of the British Govern- 
House of Representatives an annual account of | ment; and an examination of the case would 
the contingent expenses of the two Houses of Con- | clearly show the propriety and justice of the re- 
ress, Was read a third time, passed, and sent to | quest. Another consideration made it more neces- 
the Senate for its concurrence. sary at this time to take a full view of the case; 
The bill from the Senate, “making an appro- | there were two reports upon the table, one from 
priation for the repair of the National road from | the Department of State, the other from the Com- 
Cumberland to Wheeling,” was read a third time, | mittee of Foreign Relations ; and, although they 
and passed—75 votes to 45. do not resemble each other in any other feature, 
On a motion to amend the title of this bill, so | they accord in virtually refusing to the Scheiffe- 
as to make it comport with the amendment yester- | lins the assistance of their Government in prose- 
day made to the first section of the bill, by strik- | cuting this claim on the British Government. He 
ing out “ National,” and inserting “ public,” it was | had a high respect for the talents of the two dis- 
decided affirmatively—yeas 63, nays 56. tinguished and learned gentlemen, the authors of 
The bill from the Senate, “to revive and con- | these reports; but, whilst he should not dissent 
tinue in force the seventh section of an act, enti- | from their opinion without some apprehension, he 
tled ‘An act supplementary to the several acts | felt too warm an interest in the success of his 
for the adjustment of land claims in the State of | constituents to withhold his own view of the case, 
Louisiana,’ approved the 11th day of May, 1820, | or to leave untried any effort to obtain indemnity 
and for other purposes,” was read a third time, | for them. 
and finally passed. Mr. C. then proceeded to give a narative of the 
Mr. Lirr_e (leave being granted) presented aj case. It appeared, that the Schieffelins, in 1808, 
memorial from eighty enterprising farmers and | obtained a special permission from the President 
mechanics within his district, praying Congress | of the United States to send the ship Brunswick 
to pass the bill now on the Clerk’s table, for the | to Martinique for property which they had there. 
occupation of the mouth of Columbia river, inti- | At Martinique the ship was laden with sugar. 
mating their wish to remove thither, for the im- | She sailed in May, and was captured by His Ma- 
provement of that country, and of their own con- | jesty’s schooner Bacchus, and sent into Antigua 
dition; which was ordered to lie on the table. in June. In July the ship was released, but a 
A message from the Senate informed the House | certain portion of the sugar belonging to the 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An | Schieffelins was condemned, as French property. 
act for laying out and making a road from the | An appeal was entered; and, in November, 1810, 
lower rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, to the | the Lords Commissioners of Appeals in England 
western boundary of the Connecticut Western Re- | reversed the decision of the Vice Admiralty court, 
serve, in the State of Ohio, agreeably to the pro- | and ordered the property, or the proceeds thereof, 
visions of the treaty of Brownstown,” with amend- | after deducting the costs, to be restored to the 
ments, in which they ask the concurrence of this | Schieffelins. Repeated applications were made 


House. to the register of the court for the aronsmens of 
. this claim; but this was delayed, through the ne- 
JAGOB AND HENRY SCHIEPFELIN. cessity of corresponding with Antigua to ascertain 


On motion of Mr. CaMBRELENG, the House re- | the amount of costs. The claim was in this sit- 
sumed the consideration of the following reso- | uation when war was declared. In December, 
lution : 1813, eighteen months after the declaration of 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole be | ¥4; and more than three years after the date of the 
discharged from the further consideration of the peti- decree ja favor of the Schieffelins, the Crores 
tion of Jacob and Henry Schieffelin, of New York ; | WS seized a second time, and the Lords ommis- 
that the same be referred to the President of the Uni- | sioners of Appeals condemned it as lawful prize 
ted States; and that he be requested to afford to the | to the Crown. Tn 1816, the Schieffelins presented 
petitioners, in the prosecution of their claim on the | a petition to this Government, praying its assist- 
British Government, such assistance as the nature of | ance in prosecuting the claim. They were pro- 
the case may require. mised aid. In 1817, nothing having been done, 
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they petitioned Congress ; the case was referred, 
aed: the documents transmitted, to the Department 
of State; and the petitioners were informed that 
the American Minister in England would be in- 
structed to present their claim to the attention of 
the British Government. In 1820, the Govern- 
ment having still taken no step in prosecuting the 
claim, another petition was presented to Congress, 
and another reference of it was made to the De- 

rtment of State, when the report, which has 
just been read, was received from the Secretary of 
State. As the sequestration of their property 
was occasioned by our declaration of war, and as 
they were informed, by the report of the Secretary 
of State, that their right to claim indemnity of 
the British Government was extinguished by the 
treaty of peace, the petitioners at the last session 
prayed Congress for some indemnification. The 
Committee on Foreign Relations reported on the 
case, controverting the opinions of the Secretary 
of State, as to the character of the claim, and as 
to the operation of the pine | of peace on the 
rights of the claimants. Such is the history of 
this singular case. 

Mr. C. said he had given this claim a patient 
examination. He could not concur in the differ- 
ent views of if presented in the reports referred 
to, and he was less disposed to assent to their con- 
clusions. The property was unquestionably se- 
questered in defiance of all law. He believed it 
had been condemned in violation of an obligation 
of the treaty of 1794; that the rights of the claim- 
ants had not been touched by the Treaty of Ghent; 
and that it was the right, as well as the duty, of 
this Government to urge the claim on the atten- 
tion of the British Government. 

He would first notice the report of the Secre- 
tary of State. By reference to that report it 
would be found that the Secretary had blended 
this claim with a class of claims urged at Ghent, 
between which, however, and the case in question 
there was no resemblance. The report considers 
this property as having been seized and condemn- 
ed under circumstances similar to that of “ vessels 
‘ and cargoes, which, having accidentally been in 
‘ British ports at the period when the war broke 
‘ out, were considered by the United States as ex- 
‘ empted, by the customary law of nations, from 
‘seizure and condemnation, at least during a 
‘ period of time sufficient for their removal.” The 
Secretary here alludes expressly to the second 
clause of the thirteenth section of a project of a 
treaty proposed by the American commissioners 
on the 10th November, 1814, and rejected by the 
British commissioners, in the following words : 
‘That indemnity shall be made by each of the 

‘ contracting parties, to the subjects or citizens of 
‘the other party, for all losses and damage sus- 
‘ tained subsequent to the commencement of the 
‘ present war, by reason of the seizure and con- 
‘demnation of the vessels belonging to the sub- 
‘jects or citizens of the other party, which, in 
‘the ordinary course of commerce, happened, at 
‘the commencement of hostilities, to be in the| 
‘ ports of either party.” 
It would perhaps be sufficient to remark, that 


this property was not in England in the ordinary 
course of commerce, to show that the clause does 
not, in letter, embrace the case in question ; but 
he would goa step further, to show that it ap. 
lies to the case as little in spirit, as it does jp 
etter. 

It was necessary here to notice particularly the 
phrase commencement of hostilities, and to recollect 
that, immediately after ourdeclaration of war, on 
the 18th June, 1812, we commenced hostilities 
and that the intelligence of the war could not haye 
reached England until about a month after. Op 
Se a he had been led to believe that 
Great Britain had made a general sweep of al 
our vessels and cargoes, and other private property 
which happened to be in Roslant antecedent to 
our declaration of war, (in other words, antece- 
dent to our commencement of hostilities, ) in vio- 
lation of the express stipulations of the 10th and 
26th articles of the treaty of °94, and of the cus- 
tomary law of civilized nations; and he had ac. 
cordingly taken great pains to ascertain whether 
such had been her conduct during the late war. 
But after applying to the Department of State, to 
the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions, (who was in England at the time) and to 
every source, public and private, whence informa- 
tion could be obtained, he had not been able to 
hear of a solitary seizure or condemnation of a 
vessel or cargo under such circumstances, nor of 
any instance of a seizure of any other description 
of property, save the one in question. On the 
other hand, he had obtained positive information 
of cases in which vessels and cargoes were per- 
mitted to remain in England free from seizure, 
and, many months after the declaration of war, 
allowed to return home under license from the 
British Government. So far as he had been able 
to ascertain the fate of American property, hap- 
pening to be in England antecedent to the decla- 
ration, the British Government seems to have been 
rigidly attentive to the liberal stipulations of the 
treaty of 94, made in contemplation of war. The 
only cases of seizure and condemnation which 
occurred in England on receiving the intelligence 
of war, were of vessels and cargoes captured un- 
der the Orders in Council, and of vessels putting 
into England after our declaration of war, not 
knowing of its existence. All other vessels and 
cargoes, happening to be in England, were pro- 
tected by the treaty of ’94, and were not seized 
either as droits of admiralty or jure corona; The 
former cases of seizure mentioned were embraced 
in the first, the latter in the second clause of the 
13th article of the project of the treaty before re- 
ferred to. Vessels and cargoes arriving in Eng- 
land after the declaration of war, had been seized 
and condemned, and these were the cases which 
it is understood were intended to be embraced in 
this second clause; the American Commissioners 
claiming them because they had come into Eng- 
land ignorant of the war ; some had arrived before 
the intelligence of war reached England. If there 
were other cases, he had not been able, after a 
very diligent and extensive inquiry, to obtain any 
information of them. 
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Such, then, were the cases for which indemnity 
i by our Commissioners at Ghent. 
The British Commissioners rejected this proposi- 
tion, and upon the most substantial grounds. We 
had declared war on the 18th June, and com- 
menced hostilities forthwith. These vessels and 
cargoes were “ droits of admiralty,” and came im- 
ae within the scope of the Order in Coun- 
cil of 1665 ; they arrived in England “ not know- 
ing of the war.” Besides, they were liable to 
seizure and condemnation, according to the law 
of nations. Martens tells us “that where there 
‘are neither treaties nor laws touching these 
‘ points, nations continue still to seize on all the 
‘ property belonging to its enemies’ subjects which 
‘is carried into its territories after the declaration 
‘of war.” There is no provision in the treaty of 
‘94 which exempts property under such circum- 
stanees from seizure and condemnation ; and, how- 
ever hard these cases may have been, we have no 
right to complain of the violation of any treaty, 
or of any principle of the law of nations. 

But, sir, what resemblance is there between the 
cases to which the Secretary has referred and the 
case of the Schieffelins? The former was a case 
of vessels and cargoes, lawful prize to the Lord 
High Admiral, protected by no treaty nor by the 
law of nations; the latter was a case of securities 
or to moneys, under the guardianship of the court, 
and in the custody of the Government, for years 
previous to our declaration of war. Five years 

revious to the decree of condemnation of 1813, 
ad eeaprenerty been sold in Antigua, and three 
years before this sequestration had the Lords Com- 
missioners ordered the proceeds to be paid over to 
the Schieffelins, the lawful owners. The property 
was in the custody of the Government; it had not 
reached this custody through any unlawful, or 
even doubtful act of the Schieffelins, but through 
the unlawful act of the captors, and the ignorance 
of the Vice Admiralty Judge, as appeared by the 
decree of restoration of the Lords Commissioners. 
This property, thus protected by the decree of the 
highest court in England in prize cases, was in 
England antecedent to the declaration of war, 
and was, throughout all that war, placed by the 
law of nations, as well as by the treaty of ’94, be- 
yond the reach of the Crown or of the Lord High 
Admiral. Under no circumstances, and at no 
perine during the war, could the property have 

n taken, without violating the public faith and 
the solemn obligation of a special treaty. 

There is no resemblance whatever between the 
cases referred to in this report, and the case of the 
claimants, And itis by involving the latter in 
the fate of the former that the Secretary reaches 
the conclusion, that it would be useless to urge 
on the British Government “claims which had 
been thusunequivocally excluded.” But the report 
contains a clause, which, if correet, in the fullest 
latitude of the expressions used, would render any 
case hopeless indeed. It tells us, “it was dis- 
‘tinetly understood that no retrospect was to be 
‘ taken on either side, of losses occasioned by the 
‘ hostilities incident to war; and no discrimina- 
‘tion admitted, between such as had, and such 





‘as had not, been sanctioned by the ordinary 
‘ usages of that relation.” Now, let us suppose, 
for a moment, that the British Government had, in 
violation of the treaty of ’94, confiscated a public 
or private debt of such a nature as to be unques- 
tionably within the provisions of that treaty: 
Could it be pretended that an understanding be- 
tween the Commissioners, no where expressed in 
the Treaty of Ghent, could deprive the citizens 
or subjects, of either nation, of the rights secured 
to them by the 10th article of the treaty of ’94, 
an article expressly declared in that treaty to be 
permanent ? or by the 26th article? For this, as 
well as the former, was made in contemplation 
of, and could not be abrogated by, war. A decree 
of a court touching moneys or securities, a right 
or claim, and a public or private debt, rest pre- 
cisely on the same foundation. No one will at- 
tempt to discriminate between the sanctity of the 
one and the other. In case of the sequestration 
of either, nothing short of a positive stipulation 
in the Treaty of Ghent could have divested the 
citizens or subjects of either nation of rights firmly 
secured to them by the 10th and 26th articles of 
the treaty of 794. 
Let us now notice the report of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. This report denies that 
the claim in question is embraced in the clause 
relied upon by the Secretary of State; but, while 
he refutes this error, the author of the report falls 
into one of greater magnitude. He contends that 
this claim is founded ona loss or damage sus- 
tained not subsequent but antecedent to the declara- 
tion of war. This is obviously an error. It is not 
of the original capture and decree of condemna- 
tion in the Vice Admiralty Court, that the Schief- 
felins now complain. The highest court in Eng- 
land had reversed that decree, and but for the 
intervening war, the claimants would have long 
since received indemnity. The war broke out, 
and a second seizure of their property was the 
consequence. But for this second seizure and 
condemnation, the petitioners never would have 
had occasion to present their case to the attention 
of this House. It is, therefore, of this second 
seizure, made subsequent to the war, and conse- 
quent condemnation in December, 1813, that they 
now complain; on these the existing claim is 
founded. In pursuance of this error the report 
proceeds, “In the first clause of the project of a 
‘ treaty of the 10th November, 1814, already cited, 
‘the American Ministers require that indemnity 
‘shall be made, by his Britannic Majesty, to the 
‘ citizens of the United States, for all losses and 
‘damages sustained by them during the late war 
‘ between Great Britain and France, and prior to 
‘the commencement of the present war, by rea- 
‘ son of irregular or illegal captures, seizures, Or 
‘condemnations of vessels and other property, 
‘under color of authority, and contrary to the 
‘ known and established rules of the law of na- 
‘tions.” The report adds, “this clause clearly 
embraces the case of the petitioners.” Fortunately 
for the claimants, it very clearly does not embrace 
their case. It so happens that this clause was in- 
tended to embrace the captures and condemnations 
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under the celebrated Orders in Council—cases | tion and confiscation in the event of war, except 
forming one of the prominent causes of the war— |-by way of retaliation or reprisal. The principe 
virtually abandoned by the Treaty of Ghent.| is recognised in the 31st ae of the original 
The case in question resembles in no one feature | charter of King John. This feature of that cele. 
the captures under the Orders in Council ; it has| brated charter is one of the chief ornaments of 
nothing to do with them or with this first clause. | the laws of England, and has long excited the 
Hopeless would be the cause of the claimants, | admiration and commanded the applause even of 
were it possible by any process of reasoning, how-| her enemies. But, the principle recorded in Mag. 
ever ingenious, to involve it in the fate of those} na Charta is yet more ancient than the venerable 
captures: hopeless indeed would be the claim if} instrument itself. The 31st chapter was founded 
it now rested on no stronger foundation, than! on the ancient usages of the realm, the laws of 
would the claims for losses under the Orders in| Edward the Confessor; in other words, the old 
Council. Fortunately, however, it is better found- | common law of the Saxon Kings. Here we per- 
ed. Itis founded on the unlawful act of the Court | ceive it striking its roots deeply in the foundations 
of Appeals, in arresting the execution of its own} of English law. This oe is yet more an- 
decree in December 1813, and condemning to the | cient, and has not been limited to Great Britain, 
Crown the property of the Schieffelins. Thereport; We are told it was a common rule of equity 
concludes, that the rights of the claimants were not | among the Northern nations to treat the enemy 
extinguished by the Treaty of Peace; but that,/ as the enemy treated them. This principle has 
nevertheless, it would not become this Govern-| travelled through the English history, and forms, 
ment in any manner to interfere in the case. at the present day, a prominent feature in the 
It is somewhat singular, that, while one Ghent | maritime law of England. But, on this point, 
Commissioner contends that the claim is for a| he would quote an authority, which would not 
loss or damage sustained antecedent, the other | be disputed, at least in England, and one which 
considers it to be for a loss or damage subsequent | commanded respect wherever admiralty law was 
to the war; that while one depends upon the first,| known. He referred to the opinion of Sir Wil- 
the other Ghent Commissioner relies upon the | liam Scott, given in 1798, in the case of the Santa 
second clause of this 13th article as embracing the | Cruz, in these words: “I conceive this principle 
case in question. Now, even if by any forced | ‘ of reciprocity is - no means peculiar to cases of 
construction either clause of it were made to em-| ‘ recapture; it is found also to operate in other 
brace the case, a question would necessarily arise | ‘ cases of maritime law: at the breaking out of a 
how its proposition and rejection could possibly | ‘ war it is the constant practice of this country to 
affect rights secured by the treaty of 1794. But)‘ condemn property seized before the war, if the 
the truth is, the article never was intended to | ‘ enemy condemns, and to restore if the enemy 
touch and never did touch the case at all. The} ‘restores. It is a principle sanctioned by that 
Commissioners knew nothing of the sequestration ; reat foundation of the law of England, Magna 
the claimants themselves at that time knew noth- harta itself, which prescribes that, at the com- 
ing of it. The Commissioners never could have |‘ mencement of a war, the enemy’s merchants 
dreamt that a court in England had, under such | ‘ shall be kept and treated as our own merchants 
circumstances, arrested the execution of its own | ‘are treated in their country.” This opinion of 
decree, and condemned the property to the Crown. | Sir William Scott, thus positively settling the 
If they even had known of it, the stipulations of | equitable rule of reciprocity, is peculiarly impor- 
the treaty of 1794 made it unnecessary to intro-| tant in the present case. And now, I would ask, 
duce any new article in the treaty of 1814. But} what was the conduct of our Government during 
the claim was never urged, never discussed, and| the war? For, according to the acts of their 
never surrendered at Ghent. Government, the claimants in this case were or 
Mr. C. then proceeded to notice the merits of | were not entitled to the benefit of this rule of re- 
the claim as against the British Government, | ciprocity. Look at the act of July, 1812, author- 
with reference to the laws of that country and of | izing the President to grant passports for the safe 
nations, and remarked, that whilst the rights of | conveyance of such British subjects as might 
the claimants appeared to him to be strongly sus- | wish to leave the country with their effects. Look 
tained by Magna Charta, by the maritime law of | at the punctilious discharge of the interest on the 
England, by the existing law of civilized nations, | public debt of the United States held by British 
as well as by the treaty of 1794, he could not per-| subjects; at the permission granted to British sub- 
suade himself that this claim was so hopeless, as | jects to remain in the country throughout the 
it seemed to be considered in the reports he had | war, secure in person and property; nay, even to 
noticed. British pensioners, though evidently detrimental 
Whatever may have been the conduct of Eng- | to the public interest: look at the right and faith- 
land towards the citzens of this country, there is | fal observance by this Government of the liberal, 
no European nation more distinguished for ex-| just, and humane stipulations of the treaty o! 
tending to her enemies in time of war the benefit | 1794. The honorable conduct of our Govern- 
of the law of reciprocity ; at least this rule has} ment was certainly sufficient to entitle the claim- 
generally guided her courts in their decisions. | ants to the full benefit of this rule of reciprocity, 
Indeed, no principle of English law is more an- | and to secure their property, throughout the war, 
cient or better established than that which secures | from sequestration. But, notwithstanding all this, 
the persons and property of enemies from viola-| did Sir William Scott, England’s great oracle o! 
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justice and maritime law, preside in the Council | able; his object in introducing this section was, 
Chamber and confiscate the property of the | to show, what could not be disputed, that the two 
Schieffelins ; arrest the execution of his own de- | Governments had, in this 10th section, (declared 
cree, and condemn that property, which was un-| to be permanent in the treaty of ’94,) recognised 
der the protection of the court and in the custody | the principle that incorporeal things could not, 
of the Government, as lawful prize to the Crown! | on the breaking out of war, be seized and con- 
But, said Mr. C., I shall also contend that, even | demned as belonging to the fise. The principle 
without a treaty, this Property was secured from | is here clearly and permanently settled that all 
sequestration by the existing law of civilized na- | incorporeal things; all debts, public and private; 
tions. He was aware that the earlier writers say | all rights, claims, demands, judgments, or decrees 
that the right of war extends to every thing be-, of courts, cannot be, under any circumstances, 
longing to the enemy. They contend that all) lawfully seized upon by either Government. This 
things, whether corporeal or incorporeal, may be | treaty, this conventional law of the two nations, 
seized upon and condemned as belonging to the | was, in letter and in spirit, binding on both Gov- 
fisc. But, since the age of these writers, com- ernments. It was the guide of this Government 
merce and civilization have produced many modi- | throughout the war, and we have heard of no in- 
fications of the law of nations. Vattel and Mar-! stance of a violation of either the 10th or 26th 
tens tell us that, in their time, nations had found | articles, on the part of the British Government, 
it expedient to temper the rigor of this right as to | but the one in question. 
incorporeal things; and the latter adds, “generally | Some gentlemen may contend that a war abro- 
‘ speaking, a nation does not venture to touch the | grates all treaties and all stipulations of treaties ; 
‘capitals which the subjects of the enemy may | but that nation must hoid her rank and reputation 
‘have in its funds, or that it may otherwise owe | among nations of little importance, which should 


‘tosuch subjects.” Since the date of the authori- | 
ties last mentioned, the principle has been recog- | 
nised and established by all civilized nations; for, | 
if the language of treaties can make a conven-| 


consider as abrogated by a declaration of war, ar- 
ticles entered into expressly in contemplation of 
a state of war. Martens is explicit on this point. 
In speaking of treaties, he says, ‘“ Sometimes they 


tional or general usage from a customary law of | ‘ cease when a State changes its constitution ; and 


nations, the existing and true rule of civilized 


nations protects incorporeal things from seques- | 


tration. 


But, happily for the claimants, there is no doubt | 


as to the true rule by which the United States 


‘ always when a war, on whatever account, breaks 
‘out between the contracting parties; except it 
‘may be such provisions contained in them as 
‘ have been made in case of war.” Thus we see 
that this 10th article, as well as the 26th, was in 


and England are to be governed: the treaty of | existence throughout the war, and protected the 
94 put all doubt to rest. By the 10th and 26th | property of the claimants from seizure and con- 
articles of that treaty, made expressly in contem-| demnation; and that, at least for all the purposes 
plation of war, no description of private property | of this claim, it is in existence now, and is para- 
belonging to the one country, happening to be in| mount in its authority to the Treaty of Ghent. 

the other precedent to the declaration uf war,! This property was certainly seized and con- 
could be seized and condemned merely in conse-| demned in defiance of all law and justice, and in 
quence of the war. The 26th article relates to | violation of the obligations of a special treaty. 
merchants and their property generally. The| Yet, we are told that itis not the duty of the 
10th article is in these words: “ Neither the debts | Government to assist in prosecuting the claim. 
‘due from individuals of the one nation to indi- | How this sequestration happened it is difficult to 
‘viduals of the other, nor shares, nor moneys, | imagine, unless it was condemned, without dis- 
‘which they may have in the public funds, or in| crimination, with the mass of other property un- 
‘the public or private banks, shall ever, in any | der seizure; for, during the late war, the British 





‘event of war, or national differences, be seques- 
‘ tered or confiscated, it being unjust and impoli- 
‘tic, that debts and engagements contracted and 
‘made by individuals having confidence in each 
‘ other and in their respective Governments, should 
‘ever be destroyed or impaired by national au- 
‘thority on account of national differences and 
‘discontents.” Here, said Mr. C., I might con- 
tend that this was moneys in the Bank of Eng- 
land: that it was a debt of a most sacred charac- 
ter, which the Government ought to have paid 
before the war; for the moneys were in its cus- 
tody, and had been repeatedly demanded by the 
attorney of the claimants: or he might contend 
that, if not due directly from the Government, it 
was due from the captors, the Government hold- 
ing the securities, and that it was in this viewa 
or debt. But he was not disposed to contend 
or any point which might even appear question- 


Government was certainly not inattentive to the 
stipulations and engagements of the treaty of 
1794. 

From all the information he had been able to 
obtain, it appeared to him that the case was sui 
generis; it stood alone; it is certainly without 
a parallel, and as yet it has never been urged upon 
the attention of the British Government. It is 
time that the attention of that Government should 
be directed to it, in order that this Government 
may understand whether, in case of a future war, 
moneys or sureties, held under judgments or de- 
crees of courts, are to be considered by the two 
Governments as liable to sequestration. It is im- 
portant to both nations that this question should 
be now settled, that no dispute may hereafter 
arise. Upon this question there ought to exist 
no doubt. If a due regard to the public faith ac- 
tuates, as is believed, the present Ministry in Eng- 
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land, the Schieffelins may yet obtain indemnity. | oppose this appropriation, because he was not sai. 


But no matter what may be our doubts on this 
point; no matter what may be the fate of the 
claim, there can be but one opinion as to the 
ropriety of adopting the resolution submitted. 
Tastes may be still refused, but the rights of the 
claimants have not been extinguished, and it is a 
duty imperative on this Government to grant to 
the claimants that aid which has been so long vir- 
tually denied to them. The American Minister 
will no doubt urge the claim with that energy its 
peculiar nature is calculated to excite. And, 
should he at last fail in obtaining indemnity, he 
will at least have the consolation of having dis- 
charged his duty to his injured countrymen, and 
the case will furnish an extraordinary example of 
the injustice of a nation which has long claimed 
for herself the reputation of being most distin- 
guished for an adherence to the law of nations 
and the obligations of treaties. 
When Mr. C. had concluded, the question was 
taken on agreeing to the resolution, and deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 


MILITARY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then took up the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, being the bill making further 
appropriations for the military service of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1823, embracing certain 
Indian appropriations, and concurred in all the 
amendments made to it in the Committee, except 
an item of appropriation of $90,000 for the con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
another appropriating $50,900 for the extinction 
of the advan title to certain reservations of land 
within the State of Georgia, made under the trea- 
ties of 1817, 1819, and 1821, with the Creek and 
Cherokee Indians. 


ished that it was required on any ground, and sy 
far as he understood the subject, there existe; 
strong reasons against it. He said it was a com. 
licated subject, involving several questions, af. 
ecting the claims of Georgia, the interests of the 
United States, and the Indians, whose titles it js 
intended to extinguish. He objected to the map. 
ner in which it was brought forward; that j 
ought to have been presented as a distinct sub. 
ject, for the deliberate consideration of the House, 
and not to be pressed to a hasty decision in the 
form of an appropriation bill. He said he had 
been se Le influenced to resist the measure 
from an neerenanren that it would work an jp- 
jury to the Indians, who are the owners and oc- 
cupants of these lands. He was informed they 
had made considerable jmprovements upon their 
estates ; that they had built houses ; that they were 
attached to their homes, and to the land where 
the bones of their fathers repose. By the treaty 
with this Government, when the tribe ceded w 
the United States an immense tract of land, there 
was granted and confirmed, to certain heads of 
families who were not willing to remove beyond 
the Mississippi, a life estate in these lands, with 
the reversion to their children. The children of 
these men then acquired a vested right in these 
\lands, and their fathers cannot legally or justly 
divest them of it. Many are now doubtless m- 
nors, and incapable by the laws of any civilized 
country of passing away their estates. And, if 
we could purchase the rights of the parents, we 
‘could not obtain the rights of the children. He 
| appealed to the House whether they would send 
|an agent among them, to make purchases of the 
| parents, and in that way remove the children from 
| the estates in which they had a vested right under 





Upon the item of appropriation of ninety thou- | the faith of the Government. He said some of 


sand dollars for the contingent expenses of the 
Indian Department, excepted by Mr. Cocke from 
the several amendments agreed to in the House 





them might not be willing to sell and remove, and 
it would be unjust, by bempting some of thein to 
sell, to introduce in their place another people to 


to the above bill, a debate arose, in the course of | disturb their quiet, and break in upon their habits 
which it was opposed by Messrs. Lincotn and | of life. Much had been said of what was due to 
FLoyp, and supported by Messrs. McLane and | this unfortunate race; and many attempts had 


VANCE. 


been made to reclaim them from their savage 


Mr. Cocke moved to lay the bill on the table, | state, and to extend to them the arts of civiliza- 


accompanying his motion with some remarks on | tion, and the blessings of the Christian religion; 
the character of the expenditure of the contingent | and he had understood they had already become 
fund of the Indian Department; which motion | cultivators of the soil, and made considerable ad- 
was negatived. vances in the arts of civilized life. 
The debate was resumed. Mr. Tomuinson | In respect to the obligation of the United States 
rrr in favor of the appropriation, and Messrs. | to extinguish the Indian title for the benefit of 
LoyD and Jones against it. Georgia, it might be said that the Indian title had 
The question on concurring with the Commit- | been extinguished. What sort of title was this! 
tee in this amendment was then taken, and agreed | The Indians have never been considered as having 
to. private property in their lands, but the title is sup- 
A debate arose on the second excepted item of | posed to be vested in the tribe, or the chief of the 
appropriation, of fifty thousand dollars for the ex- | tribe, as a sort of body politic. The United States 
tinction of Indian titles to land in Georgia ; in | had in fact extinguished the Indian tite to these 
the course of which it was opposed on the ground | lands, and granted them to these Indians and their 
of the inexpediency of the measure of making | children, and they now hold them as their separate 
these extinctions, by Messrs. ALLEN of Massachu- | property, under the grant of the United States, 
setts and Merca.re, and defended by Mr. Tarr- | and they are not aliens, but citizens. How then 
NALL. is their title to be extinguished? It cannot be 
Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, said he rose to | done by treaty, for they do not exist as a tribe or 
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body politic. It can only be accomplished by a 
contract, an actual purchase from every individual 
prietor. Suppose some of them refuse to sell, 
Georgia will then present her claim against the 
United States for so much as shall not be pur- 
chased. Lunderstand that improvements had been 
made upon this land. Georgia is not entitled to 
the value of these improvements. The United 
States were only bound to extinguish the Indian 
title, and that, when they could do it in a peaceable 
manner, and on reasonable terms. ho shall 
determine how much of the sum which may be 
id for the purchase of these Indian farms, was 
or improvements, and how much for the land in 
its uncultivated state? The subject is beset with 
difficulties on all hands, and a final adjustment of 
this business, admitting the claim of Georgia to be 
a well founded one, cannot be accomplished in 
this way; and I trust that no appropriation will 
be made till some plan shall be devised to bring 
the dispute to a just and amicable conclusion. 
But I am not willing to send an agent among 
these Indians to buy up their lands. If Georgia 
has a just claim for so much as the Indian title to 
this land is worth, let us satisfy the full amount 
of her claim, but let us not break in upon their 
settlement and arrest their progress in the arts of 
civilized life. I would not tempt them to do an 
act so manifestly against their interest and their 
They have claims on the protection 
of this Government, and I appeal to the justice 
and magnanimity of this House, whether it will 
adopt a measure which cannot be accomplished 
without doing injustice to these unfortunate men. 
Mr. WILLIAMSON, considering this a very im- 
portant question, required on it the yeas and nays; 
in which he was supported in his call. 
The debate was renewed. Mr. MontTGoMeErY, 


| Mr. Reep, of Georgia, and Mr. Gitmer, supported 


the amendment, and Mr. Cook spoke against it. 
Mr. WILLIAMSON, expressing a wish to deliver 
his sentiments on this subject, conceiving it a 


| Very important one, and the hour being now late, 


moved to adjourn; and, on the question to agree 
thereto, it was negatived—ayes 53, noes 98. 
Mr. Wituiamson then continued the debate 


| against the amendment, followed on the same 
_ side by Mr. Inauam and Mr. Mercatre. 


Before taking the question, the House adjourned 


at half past five o’clock. 





Monpay, February 24. 

Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, presented a report 
of a joint Committee of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Louisiana, which 
committee had been instructed by a resolution of 
said Legislature, to inquire into the practicabilit 
and expediency of opening a new and shorter mail 
ar between New Orleans and Washington 

ity, 

Mr. Scorr presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Missouri, praying that com- 
petent tribunals may be constituted to decide de- 
finitively upon unsettled claims to land in said 
State—Referred. 
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Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which the subject had 
been referred, reported a bill altering the time of 
holding the circuit court in the districts of Maine 
and New Hampshire; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Fouter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred on the 3d instant, 
certain resolutions of the General Assembly of 
Alabama, requesting the passage of a law layin 
tonnage duties in the ports of Mobile and Blake- 
ley, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Fu.ter, from the same committee, madea 
report, accompanied by a bill to authorize the pur- 
chase of two powder magazines, and the land con- 
nected therewith, near the navy yard in Brooklyn; 
which bill was read twice, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Watworts, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Captain Pollard, Blue Eyes, and Jim Robinson, 
chiefs of the Seneca tribe of Indians, in behalf of 
William Parker, Rock, and Thomas, three Sen- 
eca Indians, residing at Buffalo, in the State of 
New York, made a favorable report thereon; 
which was read, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole, to which is committed the bill con- 
cerning invalid pensioners, 

Mr Hooks, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Thomas W. Bacot; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. THompson, the Committee 
of the Whole, to which is referred the reports of 
the Military Committee in the case of the Georgia 
militia claim for military services rendered during 
the years 1792, ’93, and ’94, and the bill from the 
Senate relative to this subject, was discharged 
therefrom, and they were ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. Mr. T. said, the passage of the bill from the 
Senate on this subject being of considerable im- 
portance to many individuals in the State of 
Georgia, he felt a hope that he should be indulged, 
at some time this week, in having it taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, the 
Committee on the Judiciary were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of extending the pro- 
visions of the third section of the act of the 15th 
May, 1820, providing for the punishment of piracy, 
on conviction before the circuit court, to convic- 
tions before the district court of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, the Clerk of this 
House was authorized and directed to make the 
same allowance for extra services to each person 
serving this House, as was granted at the end of 
the last session. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act for ascer- 
taining claims and titles to land in the Territory 
of Florida,’ approved the 8th of May, 1822:” 
Also, a joint resolution directing the printing of 
the Journal of Congress from the 5th day of Sep- 
tember, 1774, to the 3d November, 1786 ; in which 
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bill and resolution they ask the concurrence of 
this House. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to, 
and to amend an act, entitled ‘An act to regulate 
the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
passed the second day of March, 1799, and for 
other purposes, returned from the Senate with 
sundry amendments, and subsequently reported 
upon by the Committee of Ways and Means, to 
whom the bill and amendments were referred, 
was, by unanimous consent, taken up, and the re- 
port of the committee, recommending the agree- 
ment of the House to some, and its disagreement 
to others, was concurred in, and the bill was then 
returned to the Senate. 


A Message received from the PResIDENT OF THE 
Unitep States on the 22d instant, was read, as 
follows : 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 11th of this month, requesting 
information whether any prize agents have neglected 
to render an account of their agency, and to pay over 
the money in their hands; the names of those who 
have failed ; the sums unaccounted for; and whether 
any of those thus failing are in the employ of the 
Government, and their compensation, has been in 
consequence suspended ; I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of the Navy, with the documents referred 
to by him. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Feprvary 22, 1823. 


aan Message and documents were laid on the 
table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, containing 
the information required by the resolutions adopt- 
ed by this House, on the 31st ultimo, in relation 
to the debt owing from the Bank of Vincennes to 
the United States; which letter was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The engrossed bills “ to discharge John Burgin 
from imprisonment,” and “concerning stamps,” 
were severally read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act for laying out and makinga 
road from the Lower Rapids of the Miami of 
Lake Erie to the western boundary of the Con- 
necticut Western Reserve, in the Biase of Ohio, 
agreeably to the provisions of the treaty of Browns- 
town ;” were read, and concurred in by the House. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act for ascertaining 
claims and titles to land in the Territory of Flor- 
ida,” approved the 8th of May, 1822; was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
whole House, to which is committed the bill of 
this House, amendiug and supplementary to the 
“Act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in 
the Territory of Florida,” and to provide for the 
survey and disposal of the public lands in Florida. 

The resolution from the Senate, “ directing the 
printing of the Journal of the Old Congress, from 
the fifth day of September, 1774, to the 3d day of 


2a 


SS 
November, 1786,” was read twice, and referred 1) 
the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Mr. Auten, of Massachusetts, gave notice tha 
he would, to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, move that the 
House then proceed, by ballot, to the choice of , 
Printer, to execute the printing of the House o 
Representatives during the Eighteenth Congres; 
in pursuance of the joint resolution of the 34 ¢; 
March, 1819. 


OFFICE OF MEASURER. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Newroy, o| 
Virginia, proceeded to the consideration of ih 
bill to abolish the office of measurer in the severg| 
ports of entry in the United States. The bill i 
in the following words: 

Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the thirtict) 
day of June next, the office of measurer, as now ¢. 
tablished by law, in the several collection districts, be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished ; and the power 
and duties heretofore exercised and gegen by the 
measurers, in the said districts, shall, from and afte; 
the said thirtieth day of June, be exercised and per. 
formed, by the inspectors ; and such inspectors shal 
exercise said powers, and perform said duties ani 
services, for the daily compensation allowed to inspec. 
tors for services in aid of the customs. 

A debate arose on the principle of this bill, in 
which those who defended the bill contended thai 
a saving of twenty-five thousand dollars annually 
would be effected to the Government by passing 
the bill, without any prejudice to the revenue o 
te the public interest; while those who opposed 
the bill argued that a saving might accrue to th 
revenue by abolishing this office in the small ports, 
but that it would be detrimental to the revenve 
and prejudicial to the mercantile interest, if the 
abolition were to apply to the large ports of the 
United States. 

Two or three motions were made, only with 
view, by the movers, of obtaining further informa- 
tion on the subject, to lay the bill on the table; 
which motions were severally negatived. 

Those who engaged in the discussion were M: 
Newton, Mr. McKim, Mr. Lirtte, Mr. Burrows, 
and Mr. Hitt, in favor of the abolition of the o!- 
fice of measurer, and Mr. Campre.enc, Mr. 
Coupen, Mr. Hamitton, Mr. Potnsett, and M:. 
Morgan, in earnest opposition to it. 

Mr. Hamitton then proposed the following 
amendment to the bill: 

‘‘ Provided, That the provisions of this act shall no! 
be extended to the ports of Boston, New York, Phil:- 
delphia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New Orleans.” 

Mr. Hixu spoke against the amendment. 

Mr. Barstow, of Massachusetts, proposed | 
amend the amendment by inserting “ Salem” 
one of the excepted ports. 

This motion was negatived. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Hamittoy 
was also negatived. 

Mr. CaAMBRELENG, believing this to be an 10: 
portant measure, and being himself opposed to 1! 
wished to record his vote upon it, and therefore 
required the yeas and nays on the question of el 
grossing it for a third reading. 
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Mr. ConpicT then moved to postpone the fur-| The question was then taken on concurring, by 
ther consideration of the bill indefinitely ; which | yeas and nays, and decided as follows: 
motion was decided in the negative. 3 ft Yxas—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Ten- 
Some further conversation took place, in which | nessee, Barstow, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Black- 
Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, Mr. Litre, Mr. ledge, Cambreleng, Campbell of Ohio, Cannon, Car- 
McKim; Mr. Barstow, Mr. Matuary, Mr. Dur-| ter, Cassedy, Condict, Conkling, Conner, Cuthbert, 
rez, Mr. Burrows, and Mr. TomLinson, engaged. | Dane, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards of North 
The question on ordering the bill to be engrossed | Carolina, Floyd, Garnett, Gist, Govan, Hall, Hamil- 
and read a third time, was decided as follows: ton, peteke ‘acme eg F. Johnson, J. T. John- 
M . Abbot. Al der, All f Ten- | 80n, J. S. Johnston, Kent, Keyes, Kirkland, McCart 
malities aeastede of Dans po err Baylies, McDuffie, McKim, McLane, McNeill, McSherry, Mal. 
Bayly, Bigelow, Breckenridge, Brown, Buchanan, | !@Ty, Montgomery, Moore of Virginia, Nelson of Mas- 
Burrows, Butler, Campbell of Ohio, Cannon, Cassedy, | S2chusetts, Pitcher, Reed of Massachusetts, Reid of 
Chambers, Conkling, Conner, Crafts, Darlington, | Georgia, Rhea, Rochester, Ruggles, Russell, Saun- 
Denison, Eddy, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of ders, Arthur Smith, Alexander Smyth, W. Smith, A- 
North Carolina, Farrelly, Findlay, Floyd, Forrest, | Stevenson, Tattnall, Thompson, Tucker of South 
Forward, Gebhard, Gist, Gross, Hall, Hardin, Harvey, | ©2rolina, Van Wyck, Walker, Walworth, Whipple, 
Hawks, Hill, Hooks, Jackson, F’. Johnson, Kent, Keyes, Saeaee ceetted Ps ars A chess oe tee 
Kirkland, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Little, MeCoy, ee usesc a, Dall, Day- 
McKim, McNeill. McSherry. Mallary, Matlack, Mat- | ly, Bigelow, Borland, Breckenridge, Brown, Burrows, 
son, Mattocks, Mercer, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Butler, Campbell of New York, Chambers, Cook, 
Moore of Virginia, Moore of Alabama, Murray, Neale, | Crafts, Cushman, Darlington, Denison, Dickinson, 
New, Newton, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsylvania, 
Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of Pennsylvania, | Findlay, Fuller, Gebhard, Gorham, Gross, Hardin, 
Randolph, Reed of Maryland, Reid of Georgia, Rhea, i anne: — soi mene mere — 
Rich, hester, Rodney, Ross, Russ, Saunders, | +@nnessee, Lathrop, Lettwich, Lincoln, Litchheld, 
Sloane, Arthur Smith, Alexander Smyth, Sterling of | Little, McCoy, Matlack, Matson, Mattocks, Metcalfe, 
Connecticut, Sterling of New York, Stoddard, Swan, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, Morgan, Murray, Neale, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker of Nelson af uta oes pe ae 
ina, Udree, Vance, Van R laer, Van | Yania, Phillips, Pierson, Plumer of New Hampshire, 
Wek, Whipolo, White, “Williams of Virginia, a Plumer of Pennsylvania, Reed of Maryland, Rodney, 
Williams of North Carolina~—99. Russ, Sloane, Sterling of Connecticut, Sterling of 
Naxs—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Ball, Bar- +0 wae egg eee eaten eae 
; ; land, Cambreleng,| !'@¢cys Trimble, Udree, Upham, Vance, White, Wil- 
Suepbeliet ee re cies oedaeee Condict, Cook. | liams of Virginia, Williamson, and Woodcock—73. 
Cushman, Dane, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, Edwards The amendment being thus rejected— 
of Penn., Fuller, Gorham, Govan, Hamilton, Harris, The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Hemphill, Herrick, Hobart, Holcombe, Hubbard, Ing- | reading. 
ham, J.S. Johnston, Litchfield, McCarty, McLane,| Mr. TayLor moved that when this House ad- 
Morgan, Nelson of Massachusetts, Patterson of New journ, it adjourn to meet at 6 o’clock this eve- 
York, Pierson, Pitcher, Poinsett, Reed of Massachu- | ning. In this motion Mr. T. was supported by 
setts, Ruggles, Russell, Sergeant, - Walworth, Wil-| Mr, McLane, and opposed by Mr. Rua. 
liamson, Wood, and Woodcock—47. | Before the question was taken on this motion— 
So the bill was ordered to be read a third tume| Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, moved that 
to-morrow. the House do now adjourn; which motion pre- 


ne ; 
MILITARY APPROPRIATION BILL. eon 60. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill making further appropriations for the military Tunpspay, February 25. 
service of the United States, for the year 1823,| The SpeaKer presented a memorial of Enrico 
[Expenses of intercourse with the Indians,] and | Caysici, statuary, setting forth that he has com- 
the question which was depending on Saturday, | pleted an alto relievo for the centre building of 
again recurred, to wit: to concur with the Com-| the Capitol, representing the landing of Columbus 
mittee of the whole House on the state of the! on the new continent, as, also, one destined for 
Union, in their amendment, adding to the said | the east portico of the Capitol, and praying that 
bill the following item, viz: he may be employed to execute these works in 

“For the extinction of the Indian title to certain} marble; as also to execute in marble the colossal 
reservations of land within the limits of the State of statue, representing the Genius of the Constitu- 
Georgia, made under the treaties of 1817, 1819, and tion, which is now placed, of plaster, over the 
1821, fifty thousand dollars.” Speaker’s chair; which memorial was referred 

The discussion of this amendment was re-| to the Committee on the Public Buildings. — 
newed, and occupied a considerable portion of the| Mr. McCoy, from the Committee on Military 
day. Messrs. Tracy, Harpin, Incuam, Coox,} Affairs, made a report on the petition of Nimrod 
and Auten of Massachusetts, speaking against} Farrow, and Richard Harris, accompanied by a 
granting the appropriation, and Messrs. A. SmyTH | bill for their relief; which bill was read twice, 
of Virginia, McLane, Jones of Tennessee, Rerp| and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
of Georgia, and Dwicut, in support of it. to-morrow. 
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Mr. Watworts, from the same committee, to 
which was referred, on the 3d instant, a memorial 
of the General Aevmaily of the State of Ala- 

c 


bama, respecting the fortifications of Mobile Point, 
and Dauphin island, made an unfavorable report 
thereon ; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Cannon, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act to repeal so much of an 
act, passed the 18th of April, 1806, as limits the 
price of certain lands in the State of Tennessee,” 
reported the same, without amendment, and it 
was ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Batt made an unsuccessful motion to re- 
consider the vote of: yesterday on the item of ap- 
propriation of fifty thousand dollars for the extin- 
guishment of Indian titles to certain reserved sec- 
tions of land in the State of Georgia. . [The vote 
upon this motion was, ayes 52, noes 59, 

The select committee, appointed on the subject 
of the currency of the United States, was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Rocuester, discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subjects which had been 
referred to that committee; and the committee 
was, of course, dissolved. 

Mr. Ruea moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, 
by law, to extinguish the claim and claims of individ- 
ual Indians belonging to any nation or tribe of Indians, 
to certain tracts of land lying within any State of the 
United States; which tracts of land have, by treaty or 
treaties, made by and between the United States and 
such nation or tribe of Indians, to which such individ- 
uals do respectively belong, been reserved and secured 
to such individual Indian or Indians respectively. 

Upon the question of agreeing to this resolution, 
it was determined in the negative. 

The Speaker communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a list of 
maps, charts, newspapers, and books, purchased 
at the public expense for the use of the department; 
which letter and statement were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Engrossed bills “ for the relief of Nimrod Far- 
row and Richard Harris,” and for “altering the 
times of holding the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of New Hampshire,” were 
severally read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
Senate for its concurrence. 

The engrossed bill to “abolish the office of 
Measurer” being on its passage to a third reading— 

Mr. Woop, of New York, rose up to protest 
against the passage of this bill, for reasons which 
he submitted at some length. He was replied to 
by Mr. McKim and Mr. Tomutnson; when the 
question was taken on the passage of the bill, and 
decided in the affirmative. The bill having passed, 
it was sent to the Senate for its concurrence. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
military service of the United States for the year 
1823, &c., was read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the Senate for its concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Srer.ine, of New York, the 
House took up the bill for the relief of Samuel F. 
Hooker. The bill was opposed by Mr. WittiaMs, 


Mint and Currency. 


Fesrvuary, 1823, 











of North Carolina, and advocated by Mr. Srer- 
tine, of New York, and Mr. Futter, and then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Rankin, next 
took up the bill further to extend the provisions 
of the act, entitled an act supplementary to an act, 
entitled “an act for the relief. of the purchasers of 
public lands, prior to the Ist July, 1820,” and, after 
agreeing to several amendments proposed thereto 
by Mr. Rankin, the bill was ordered to be ep- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The House, pursuant to a motion of Mr. Tay- 
LOR to that effect, agreed to have a recess of two 
hours from 4 0’clock this afternoon, to meet again 
at six. 

Mr. Scorr made an unsuccessful motion to 
have the Committee of the Whole discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill to enable the 
holders of incomplete titles to land in Missouri to 
try the same. 


MINT AND CURRENCY. 


On motion of Mr. Rocuester, the Committee 
of the Whole was dicharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bills of the following titles; 

A bill further to prolong the continuance of the 
Mint at Philadelphia; the bill to continue in force 
the act, entitled “An act regulating the currency 
within the United States, of the gold coins of 
Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and 
the crowns of France, and five franc pieces,” passed 
the 29th day of April, 1816, so far as the same re- 
lates to the crowns of Franceand five franc pieces ; 
and the bill making the gold coins of Great Brit- 
ain, France, Portugal, and Spain, receivable in 
payments on account of public lands. 

he first of these bills being taken up by the 
House, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, without opposition. 

The next bill was then taken up, in the follow- 
ing words : 

“ Be it enacted, &c., That so much of the act, enti- 
tled “An act regulating the currency within the Uni- 
ted States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France and 
five franc pieces,” passed on the 29th day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, as relates to 
the crowns of France and five franc pieces, shall be, 
and the same hereby is, continued in force, for the 
further term of two years, from and after the fourth 
day of March next.” 


Mr. McKim moved to amend the bill by extend- 
ing the operation of the bill to four years, instead 
of two, for mercantile reasons, which he stated. 

The motion was assented to by Mr. Rocuesres, 
and agreed to by the House. And, thus amended, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The third bill is in the following words: 

‘* Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, the following gold coins shall be re- 
ceived in all payments on account of public lands, at 
the several respective rates following, and not other- 
wise, viz: the gold coins of Great Britain and Portu- 
gal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hun- 
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dred cents for every twenty-seven grains, or eighty- 
eight cents and eight-ninths per pennyweight ; the 
gold coins of France, of their present standard, at the 
rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven and 
a half grains, or eighty-seven and a quarter cents per 
penny weight ; and the gold coins of Spain, of their 
present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-eight and a half grains, or eighty-four 
cents per pennyweight. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause as- 
says of the foregoing coins to be made at the Mint of 
the United States at least once in every year; and to 
make report of the result thereof to Congress.” 

This bill, also, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow, without debate or op- 


position. 
ELECTION OF PRINTER. 


Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, pursuant to the 
notice he yesterday gave, that the House this day 
proceed to ballot for a Printer, to execute the 
printing for the next Congress, now made a mo- 
tion to go into the election of the said Printer. 

Mr. McLane moved to postpone the election of 
Printer until Saturday next. 

Mr. Moors, of Alabama, Mr. Saunpers, and 
Mr, WriGHT, were against so long a postpone- 
ment. 

On the question to agree to the postponement, 
it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Lirr.e then moved to postpone the motion 
of Mr. ALLEN until to-morrow. 

Mr. WiuuiamMs, of North Carolina, and Mr. 
Cocke spoke against the postponement, stating 
that the House was, in pursuance of the notice 
given yesterday, fully prepared now to vote upon 
the subject. 

Mr. Lirrie’s motion was negatived. 

Mr. Cook, believing that some of the members, 
like himself were not prepared at this moment to 
go into the election of Printer, moved that the 
subject be taken up this evening at six o’clock, the 
hour to which the House will have adjourned. 

Mr. Herrick dissenting to this course— 

Mr. Cook withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the motion of Mr. ALLEN, of now proceeding to 
ballot for a Printer; and it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

After the nomination of candidates— 

The House then proceeded to the ballotting, 
and, upon counting the votes by the tellers, Messrs. 
Cocke and MAL.ary, it appeared that the whole 
number of votes was 155, of which 79 were neces- 
sary to a choice. 


For Gales & Seaton - - -  - 102 
Andrew Way, junior - - - - 43 
Other persons -  - - 10 


Gales & Seaton were then declared duly elected 
Printers to the next Congress. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House, on motion of Mr. McLans, again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, Mr. Taytor, of New 


York, in the Chair, resuming the consideration of 
the bill last under examination in that Committee. 

The question pending before the Committee 
was on agreeing to an appropriation of fifty-eight 
thousand dollars for the further continuation of 
Fort Delaware on the Pea Patch. 

Some explanation on this point took place be- 
tween Mr. Cocke and Mr. McLane; Mr. C. op- 
posing the appropriation, and Mr. McL.. support- 
ing it. 

On the question to make this appropriation, it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The item of forty-six thousand dollars for Fort 
Washington, was next taken up. 

Upon this item a debate arose, in which Mr. 
Tracy earnestly opposed the appropriation, sup- 
ported by Mr. Cocke, and Mr. McLane as ear- 
nestly advocated the appropriation. 

The appropriation was agreed to. 

The remaining items of appropriation received 
the sanction of the Committee, almost without a 
dissenting voice. 

Mr. ToMLINsoNn moved to amend the bill, by 
inserting at the end of it an appropriation of 
twenty thousand dollars, in addition to the annual 
appropriation for arming the militia of the United 
States. 

Hereupon a discussion arose, in which Mr. Tom- 
yinson, Mr. Trimpie, Mr. Husparp, and Mr. 
Burrows, supported the appropriation, and Mr. 
Bassett, Mr. Wricut, and Mr. Ruea, opposed it. 

On the question of agreeing to the amendment, 
it was determined in the allvaiitie:.opes 63, 
noes 45. 

Mr. Stewart moved the following amend- 
ment: 

« For enabling the President of the United States 
to employ a competent number of Military or Topo- 
graphical Engineers to ascertain the practicability and 
probable expense of uniting the waters of the Potomac 
and Ohio by a canal, the sum of three thousand 
dollars.” 


The amendment having been read— 

Mr. Srewarr said, he regretted that it had 
become necessary to bring this subject before the 
House, by way of amendment to a bill providing 
for other and, in his opinion, less important ob- 
jects. He had hoped, he said, that the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, to whom many petitions 
upon this subject had been referred during the ses- 
sion, would have made a special report in its favor ; 
but, he was sorry to say, that a majority of that 
committee, doubting the constitutionality or ex- 
pediency of the measure, had not thought proper 
to act upon it at all. There remained, therefore, 
he said, no way left by which the wishes of the 
petitioners (and most of them were his constitu- 
ents) could be gratified, but his offering the amend- 
ment he had proposed. : 

The union of the great rivers of the East and 
and the West, opening an inland navigation of 
near three thousand miles, through the heart and 
centre of this immense Republic, and binding it 
together by the strongest ties—the ties of interest 
and intercourse—was, in every point of view, a 
national object of the first magnitude; an object 
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which could not fail at any time to command the 
favorable attention of the House; but, at this mo- 
ment, he said, it was peculiarly interesting. Sir, 
said Mr. S., this great subject forty years ago oc- 
cupied the anxious attention of the wisest and best 
man that this or any other country had ever pro- 
duced—he would name but WasHiNGrTon, its zeal- 
ous advocate—the advocate of every thing pro- 
motive of the good and the glory of his country. 
The subject, he said, had been recently revived, 
and now occupied the attention of several of the 
greatest States in the Union. But a few days 
since a bill, he said, had been passed by the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, incorporating a company, with 
a capital of two millions of dollars, for the pur- 
pose of carrying this canal from tide water, at this 
city, to Cumberland, two-thirds of the whole dis- 
tance to Pittsburg. This was an act of liberal 
and enlightened policy, worthy of that great State. 
In the Maryland Legislature, though there was 
evidently a majority in favor of this measure, yet 
its friends had consented to its postponement, with 
a view to bring it forward under more favorable 
yi wes at the next session. In the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania it appeared, from a letter he had 
just received, a committee, raised upon this sub- 
ject, had reported decidedly in its favor; and he 
hoped the great and growing States of Ohio and 
Kentucky, so deeply interested, (where he under- 
stood this subject was now agitated,) would be 
found willing to afford a prompt and hearty co- 
operation. And shall we sit here, the quiet, pas- 
sive, and indifferent spectators of these great ef- 
forts to accomplish an object so vitally interesting 
to the union and prosperity of this nation? He 
hoped not. He hoped this proposition would be 
adopted ; it would at least afford countenance and 
encouragement; it would stimulate and strengthen 
the efforts of its friends in the States; it was due 
to them—it was due to the country. 

Sir, lam told by a gentleman near me, said 
Mr. 8., that this is not a proper bill in which to 
introduce this amendment. I beg leave. sir, to 
differ with the gentleman. What is the object of 
this bill? It is to provide for the defence of the 
country, and especially for the defence of this city, 
by the erection of forts and fortifications. You 
have just, said he, voted $46,000, to be expended, 
during the next season, on a fort near the confines 
of this District of ten miles square, a few miles 
below Alexandria. Sir, I ask, which will afford 
the most effectual defence to this city, the erection 
of this fort, or the opening of this canal? The 
canal, continued Mr. S., will make this one of the 
greatest commercial cities in the Union. A water 
communication is opened into the interior, which 
must throw into this city all the rich, varied, and 
abundant productions of the agricultural and man- 
ufacturing industry of the West; and here they will 
purchase most of the immense quantities of goods 
required for the supply of those great and growing 
States. Thus, sir, you increase the population, 
you increase the wealth, the strength, the resources 
of this city ; and this, sir, give me leave to say, 
is the best way to defend it—by increasing its 
men, its bone, its muscle, by adding to the number 


of bells and bayonets to encounter the enemy on 
its approach. But, sir, of what avail will be your 
forts and fortifications, some fifteen or twenty miles 
distant? The enemy will avoid your forts, and 
attack and burn your city, as they did during the 
late war, and return unmolested. Sir, had Wasn- 
INGTON lived to carry into effect this splendid pur. 
pose, this Capitol never would have been violated 
and profaned by a hostile foot, nor our public edi- 
fices consumed by a Vandal foe. 

But, sir, this very communication is pointed out 
and recommended, by the present Secretary of 
War, as connected with the military defence of 
the country, in his very able and luminous report, 
made some time since, on the subject of “ muilita- 
ry roads and canals.” And if, sir, it has been 
shown that this measure is better calculated to 
secure the defence of this city, in time of war, 
than the forts provided for at an expense of mil- 
lions, how is it in time of peace? Your forts are 
a constant burden of expense—the other is a source 
of unceasing profit and advantage. To support 
the one, you must keep a standing army in time 
of peace; the other, while it affords every facility, 
in peace and in war, to trade and intercourse, 
uniting and bringing more nearly together distant 
parts of our country, giving interest and activity 
to new sources of wealth, will yield you, perhaps, 
twelve or fifteen per cent. on the stock invested. 
The one is effected at the joint expense of this 
Government, and States, and individuals inter- 
ested ; the other exclusively out of the public purse. 
For these reasons, I say, the gentleman is mis- 
taken, when he supposes this amendment has no 
connexion with the bill under consideration. 

In another point of view, the nation, said Mr. 
S., has a deep interest in the growth and pros- 
perity of this city. Sir, this Govecamaias owns 
five thousand lots. These lots, I discover, are es- 
timated at two millions of dollars. By this mea- 
sure, they will be enhanced more than five-fold in 
value. They would at once become an object of 
speculation to the capitalist. Without this canal, 
this city and your public property must decline 
together. The avenues now open to the public 
Treasury must soon be closed; and the immense 
expenditure of money, in building and rebuilding 
the Capitol, the public offices, &c., must soon 
cease; and the crowd of population which ks 
thus been fed upon the offal of the public Trea- 
sury must depart and seek employment elsewhere, 
leaving the capital of this proud Republic, the 
wonder and admiration of the world, a melan- 
choly scene of desolation and decline. 

The perfect practicability of uniting the waters 
of the Potomac and the Ohio seems to be no 
longer doubtful. On this subject, there exists but 
one opinion among the many skilful and experi- 
enced engineers who have examined the head 
waters of these streams. They are found to ap- 
proach within two miles, at a point where the 
water in each is abundantly sufficient to turn mills 
in the dryest seasons, or supply canals to any ex- 
tent. [Mr. 8S. here referred to the report of the 
Virginia and Maryland Commissioners, laid upon 
the table a few days since.] This report, made, 
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said Mr. S., by gentlemen of the ape respecta- | agricultural, and other products of the interior, to 
bility, possessing much practical skill, not only es- | the Eastern markets. He would mention, he said, 
tablishes the practicability of uniting these streams, | a single fact, which might illustrate the impor- 
but it shows, by a minute calculation, that the | tance of this object: from the returns of the mar- 
whole sum required to complete this canal to | shals, in 1810, itappeared that there had been 
Cumberland, two-thirds of the whole distance to | manufactured in the western counties of Pennsyl- 
Pittsburg, would be $1,578,954, not one-fourth | vania alone, in that year, 417,181 barrels of flour 
rtof the sum required to complete the New | and whiskey. These articles were now carried 
ork canal; this splendid work, once denounced | principally over the mountains, in wagons, at an 
as chimerical and absurd, is now the object of | expense of about three dollars per barrel, which 
universal admiration and applause. But is it, in | by the canal would be reduced to fifteen cents per 
any point of view, as important as the canal now | barrel. The glass manufactured in his neighbor- 
proposed ? Compare them. The New York ca- | hood, he said, was transported to Baltimore by 
nal passes through a single State, and terminates | land, at an expense of near one-fourth of the price 
on our Northern frontier. The Ohio and Poto- | received; (a higher duty than was paid by the 
mac canal. will pass through the heart and centre | foreign article;) on this canal, instead of one dol- 
of this Republic, opening a water communication | lar per box, they would pay five cents. These 
from the Seat of the National Government to the | were a few instances selected to illustrate the ad- 
city of New Orleans; affording its advantages to | vantages of this work; and the results, he re- 
all the intermediate States, wafting the immense | peated, were inevitable, if the principle laid down 
and various productions of the interior through | in the report was correct; and it was confirmed 
this city to their appropriate markets, at one- | by universal experience, and by all writers on the 
twentieth part of the present cost of transporta- | subject with which he had become acquainted. 
tion by land. Besides, this canal enjoys the ad- | And here, he said, he would appeal to gentlemen 
vantages of the coal trade, which nature has | opposed to the encouragement of domestic manu- 
denied to the other, and being in a milder climate | factures, and he would ask them whether, while 
will remain several months longer unobstructed | they withheld from the interior and the West, the 
by ice. benefits of domestic manufactures, which were the 
But this report, continued Mr. S., establishes | only markets for the consumption of their heavy 
two other propositions, to which he begged leave | agricultural products, they would also withhold 
to call the attention of the House. The first, | every facility for carrying them to an Eastern 
though not new, he said, was important; it was, | market, by which the price would be reduced to 
that the difference in the cost of transportation by | the purchaser, and increased to the seller? He 
canals and by land was as twenty to one; that is, | hoped such injustice as this would find no advo- 
that the cost of carriage on canals was one-twen- | cate on that floor. 
tieth part only of the cost upon roads. Thiswas,| The other position established by the commis- 
he believed, a common senaid to which all writers | sioners in their report, to which he referred, was 
on the subject had come, and which was confirm- | this—that a moderate toll upon this canal could 
ed by the use of canals wherever adopted; from | not fail to yield a revenue of at least fifteen per 
this, it evidently followed that the opening of this | cent. on the stock invested. And this was sup- 
canal would place the Seat of the National Gov- | ported and confirmed by another able writer on 
ernment, for all the purposes of trade and of in- | this subject, late a Senator in Congress, who 
tercourse, within fifteen and a half miles of Pitts- | showed that a much larger amount would be re- 
burg. The whole distance by water would be | ceived from the profits of the coal trade alone, 
three hundred and ten miles ; divide this by twen- | independent of the tolls on the lumber, lime, goods, 
ty, gives fifteen and a half by land. It has been | and the various productions of the interior. * And 
ascertained, said he, that the sum paid in Pitts- | this would, perhaps, not be considered extrava- 
burg alone, in one year, for the transportation of | gant, when we recollect that in England some of 
goods for the supply of Ohio, Kentucky, &c., had | the canals ones exclusively in the transport- 
amounted to $1,500,000; divide this by twenty, | ation of coal yield a revenue of one hundred and 
and it will be reduced by the canal to $75,000, | seventy per cent. per annum, and the shares of 
saving the West from an annual taxation of | stock had increased in value from one hundred to 
$1,425,000. For the cost of transportation was, | three thousand five hundred pounds each. He 
he said, paid by the consumer of the goods, in the | referred, he said, to the Loughborough caaal, 
same way that he paid the duty that enriched the | which overcome a fall of more than twenty-eight 
public Treasury. But Pittsburg was not the only | feet per mile, while an average of less than ele- 
Place of deposite. Mr. S. here read from a letter ven feet would overcome the fall from this city to 











which he had lately received from a respectable | the summit level of the Alleghany mountain. 
merchant in Wheeling, who stated that he re-| The whole fall from the top of the mountain to 
ceived on an average $3,000,000 worth of goods | tide-water was two thousand two hundred and 
per annum, at his store, transported on the Cum- | fourteen feet. He had in his hand, he said, a 
berland road, for the carriage of which he paid | statement of the value of the stocks and the tolls 
about $120,000; by the canal, this sum would be | collected on thirty canals in England, taken from 
reduced (according to the principle of the report |a London Magazine of 1812, from which it ap- 
to which he referred) to $6,000. But an equal sav- | peared that these stocks, upon an average, had 
ing would be effected on the transportation of the | increased in value six hundred per cent., and 
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ielded an average profit of thirty per cent. per an- 
Fei ; from which ‘ was ladienabas allan that 
the commissioners were not extravagant in saying 
that the proposed canal would yield fifteen per 
cent.; and the more especially when it is consid- 
ered that the proposed canal would be little more 
than three hundred miles in length. Yet it will 
promote our inland navigation of near three thou- 
sand, and of course draw to itself all the advan- 


countries bordering on the Mississippi, Ohio, the 
Potomac, the Chesapeake, and their tributary 
streams. If, then, the toll be so regulated as to 
yield fifteen per cent., would it not be the interest 
of the Government, as a measure of revenue, in- 
dependent of the thousand other advantages, to 
borrow the money, as is proposed in a very able 
report made upon this subject during the last ses- 
sion? Any sum could be readily obtained, at 
home or abroad, at five percent. The last loan 

was obtained for less. 

Suppose, then, the Government were to loan 
three millions, the whole sum required, at five per 
cent., and make it irredeemable for twelve years: 
the funds being all on hand, the canal, it is be- 
lieved, could be completed in six years—perhaps 
less. Let the toll then yield fifteen per cent., and 
in less than twelve years from the date of the 
loan the tolls alone will amount to a sum suffi- 
cient to satisfy and pay the whole of the debt and 
interest, without taking one cent from the public 
Treasury—leaving the Government the absolute 
proprietors of three millions of stock, yielding | 
annually into the Treasury the sum of four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. Regulate your 
tolls so as to yield fifteen per cent.—the sum fixed 
by the commissioners in their report—and this 
result is inevitable. It is a matter of mathemat- 
ical demonstration, and these profits must of course 
increase with the increasing trade, resources, and 
population of the West. 

On this subject, Mr. S. said, he professed to 
have no practical knowledge. His reasoning was 
predicated upon the principles of the report of the 
commissioners—all of whom were men of talents 
—some of them practical men, who had been 
engaged in the construction of the James River 
Canal. He therefore considered their opinions en- 
titled to great respect. If they were wrong, his 
reasoning would be in the same degree erroneous. 

Mr. 8. said, he rejoiced that the dawn of inter- 
nal improvement, by canals, began to open upon 
this nation, and to dispel the doubt and darkness 
which had so long enshrouded us. The New 
York canal, he hoped, would have the effect here 
that the Bridgewater canal had in England; that 
it would awaken the nation to a sense of its true 
interest. In 1759, when the Duke of Bridgewa- 
ter finished his canal in England, there was not 
another in that Empire; in 1806, there was com- 
leted 245, and legislative provision made for 57 
others; 22 of these united the waters of the East 
and the West, crossing a mountain, which sepa- 
rated that country as the Alleghany did this. Thir- 
ty-two miles were entirely subterraneous. To de- 
stroy these canals would be to cut the veins which 


tages of the immense, populous, and productive | scarce half as large as some of our States, had ey. 


gave circulation to the life’s blood of that power. 
ul nation. France, he said, had not been inat. 
tentive to this important subject; she had made 
many canals, at a great expense. Upon one she 
had expended more than twelve millions of dol. 
lars. Other Governments had been even more 
provident. Claudius, one of the Roman Emp. 
rors, it was said, had employed 30,000 men {o, 
twelve years, upon a single canal; and Holland, 


pended upon cana!s, £300,000,000, more than dou- 
ble the whole amount of the expenditures of this 
Government since the formation of the Constitu. 
tion. Sir, said Mr. S., we have expended $582. 
000,000. In the last twenty years, $469,000,000 
had been expended. What had become of it? |; 
was gone. Expended on navies, and armies, and 
forts, and fortifications, in supporting foreign Min- 
isters, lighthouses, ships, buoys, and beacons, to 
facilitate and protect foreign commerce, which 
had drained our life’s blood, and almost bankrupted 
the nation. Yes, sir, 1 say armies for the defence 
of foreign commerce. Was not the late war de- 
clared emphatically in defence of “ free trade and 
sailors’ rights ?” And this would be the source 
of every war with which this country might here- 
after be afflicted. 
And what, sir, has been done for internal com- 
merce, for the benefit of the interior, and of the 
West? They had contributed their full portion 
of the public revenue. Sir, said he, since the 
commencement of this Government, to this day, 
~ have expended scarcely two millions of do!- 
ars, to facilitate internal trade, by internal im- 
provements; and even this paltry sum the State 
of Ohio was bound to refund. But the West had 
not only contributed her share of the public rev- 
enue, but she nobly and gloriously shed the full 
portion of the blood spilt in the defence of “ free 
trade and sailors’ rights.”” She has done it cheer- 
fully ; and would do it again when occasion re- 
quired it. But the people of the West did enter- 
tain a hope that their interests would not be 
wholly neglected ; that some small portion of the 
national revenues would be devoted to the benefit 
of “internal commerce among the States,” and 
not exclusively lavished upon objects connected 
with foreign commerce. This was, he said, a 
reasonable expectation, and he hoped it would be 
gratified in the accomplishment of the object of 
the amendment he had offered ; however, if it was 
refused, there was one consolation still left: the 
time was not far distant, when the West would 
be able to command upon this floor that just at- 
tention to her interest, which might 1.0w be with- 
held. And, sir, when she comes here in her pride 
and in her power ; when her weight will be felt, 
and her voice will be heard, in the decision of the 
gravest question which could be agitated in this 
country, he hoped that, while she forgot her ene- 
mies, she would not be unmindful of her friends. 
The West, he trusted, would always cheerfully 
acquiesce in the decisions of the constituted au- 
thorities of this nation. From that quarter, the 
sound of “rebellion,” which had lately assailed 
our ears, would, he hoped, never come. 
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While we see other Governments, monarchies, 
so attentive to the interests of the people, affording 
every possible facility to internal trade and inter- 
course where the advantages and inducements are 
not half so great as they are here, for few coun- 
tries possess such an extent of territory, such a 
variety of climate, and of soil, separated and in- 
tersected by such immense mountains, rivers, and 
lakes, all affording the greatest facilities and | 
strongest inducements to internal improvements ; 
while, said he, monarchs are thus employing the | 
public purse for the people’s benefit, shall we, the 
eople’s Representatives, lavish their money on 
objects of military grandeur, (for, said Mr. S., we 
have this day voted away near five millions of | 
dollars in military appropriation bills,) neglecting | 
their more immediate and important interests ? 
Sir, if we are thus interrogated by the people, are | 
we prepared to give them a satisfactory answer ? | 
The money expended on armies is gone, and no | 
more heard of it, while the benefits of that ex- | 
nded in canals would be enjoyed for centuries | 
to come; and, as stock, would annually yield a 
revenue to the Government. Mr. S. said he was 
aware that Constitutional objections were fash- 
ionable on subjects of this sort. But, sir, said he, | 
this amendment involves the exercise of no doubt- | 
ful Constitutional power ; it proposed the employ- | 
ment of topographical engineers on an object con- 
nected with military purposes; we were in the 
daily practice of providing for the surveys of 
coasts and harbors, and bays and rivers, for com- | 
mercial purposes only, unconnected with military | 
objects. Look, sir, said Mr. S., to the report of | 
the expenditures of the last year, and you will | 
find half a dozen items of this sort ; surveying the | 
Mississippi, clearing out the river Thames, sur- | 
veying the coast of Carolina, &e. This proposi- | 
tion, therefore, avoided these knotty and difficult | 
questions. But, sir, if it involved the exercise of 
our Constitutional powers on this subject, to their | 
utmost extent, is not the question settled? Sir, | 
itiss Gentlemen would recollect, he said, that | 
at the last session, when a motion was made to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill for the 
erection of gates on the Cumberland road, on the | 
ground that we had no power to erect gates, and | 
impose fines and penalties for their evasion, yet, 
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| justified by any other,) we appropriate annually 
| about $200,000 to erect and support lighthouses, 
| buoys, beacons, &c., by which internal commerce 
| was facilitated for hundreds of miles into the in- 
| terior, up your bays and rivers, even to this city. 

And if you have the power to improve the navi- 
| gation of bays and rivers, by erecting lights and 
| piers, and removing obstructions to the naviga- 
tion of vessels and crafts of forty to fifty tons, why 
not go further, and remove obstructions, and fa- 
cilitate the navigation, by opening canals for 
boats carrying thirty or forty tons, a few hundred 
miles further into the interior? If you can im- 
prove the navigation of the Potomac and bay, 
from the Atlantic to this city, why not go on to 
the city of Pittsburg? Sir, said Mr. S., the power 
and the principle is the same. He defied the in- 
genuity of any gentleman to draw a distinction ; 
even the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Smytu) 
himself could not show any Constitutional differ- 
ence. The Constitution merely gave the power 
“to regulate commerce ;” it did not prescribe the 
manner. This was left to Congress, who had 
expressly the power to pass all laws “ necessary 
and proper to regulate commerce among the 
States.” If they consider it “ necessary and prop- 
er” to cut a canal for this purpose, they have ex- 
pressly, by the Constitution, the power to do it. 
This was too clear to admit a doubt, it could not 
be obscured by all the political metaphysics that 
could be brought to bear upon it. 

But the Constitution has also given to Congress 
the power to provide for the defence of the coun- 
try; this no one denied: and he thought he had 
already clearly shown, that this measure was inti- 
mately connected with the defence of the Seat of 
the National Government, which, from the expe- 
rience of the late war, it appeared, stood in need 
of defence. In this view of the subject, he said, 
he was supported by the Secretary of War him- 
self, who had pointed out this object in his splen- 
did report on “ Military Roads and Canals,” al- 
ready referred to. 

The construction of the Cumberland road had 
been justified a few days ago by a gentleman who 
denied the Constitutional power of Congress over 
the subject of internal improvements, on the ground 
that it enhanced the value of the public lands, 
with respect to which the Constitution gave Con- 


sir, from the vote upon that question, it appears | 
that but thirty-seven doubted the power of the | gress the power to make “all needful rules and 
Government even to go thus far, while seventy- | regulations.” Now, as the cost of intercourse upon 
six voted in its favor. And in the Senate, where | the canal would be only one-twentieth part of the 
were to be found some of the most profound, ex- | cost on the road, would not the canal, in the same 
perienced, and enlightened Constitutional law-| proportion, enhance the price and facilitate the 
yers, in this, or in any other country, there were | sale of the public lands? And but a small por- 


but seven votes against the passage of this bill, 
which exerted the Constitutional power of this 
Government over the subject of internal improve- 
ments to its utmost limit. If a vote of more than 
two to one in this House, and more than four to 
One in the Senate, did not settle the question, he 
Was at a loss to know what would. 

The Constitution, he said, expressly gave to 
Congress the power to “regulate commerce among 
the States,” as well as “with foreign nations.” 
In the exercise of this power, (for it could not be 


tion of these lands, he said, had yet been disposed 
of. The amount sold had brought about sixty 
millions of dollars; the amount yet to be disposed 
of would bring (if sold at the minimum price 
$1 25) more than $500,000,000. Then, sir, said 
Mr. S., whether this canal is regarded as “ neces- 
sary and proper” for the regulation “ of commerce 
among the States,” or as “ necessary and proper” 
for the defence of this City and the District, it is, 
in either case, equally in the power of Congress, by 
the express words of the Constitution, to make it. 
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But, sir, we are told this will be a violation of the 
rights of the States through which it may pass— 
it will trench upon their powers. Sir, the States 
concerned will thank Congress for.thus violating 
their rights. It is a concurrent power which vio- 
lates no right; a power which is only felt by the 
States in the benefits and blessings it confers. 
Sir, it is conferring power upon the States by the 
General Government; it is giving money (which 
is power) to the States, to be expended within 
their territories, and for their benefit, adding to 
their wealth, power, and resources, at the expense 
of the General Government. Yet we are told it 
is a violation of State rights. Sir, these gentle- 
men are not the friends, they are the enemies of 
State rights. While we are passing whole codes 
of penal laws, by virtue of the powers claimed as 
incidental to the fearful right of raising armies 
and navies, and imposing taxes and burdens upon 
the people, (here the States might startle, and 
statesmen might stop and pause in their career ;) 
but not a word is heard from those champions of 
State rights. You may pass laws taking away 
the life, liberty, and property, of the citizen, as in- 
cidental to the express right to “lay taxes,’ with- 
out exciting any uneasiness or alarm. But, when 
you attempt to give up a part of the money of the 
General Government for the use of the States and 
the people ; when you propose thus to confer bene- 
fits and blessings upon them, you are met at once 
by this fearful alarm about “swallowing up the 
States,” violating their rights, &c. Mr. S. said 
he could assure gentlemen that the States con- 
cerned did not thank them for their friendly inter- 
ference in opposing these measures. 

From the report referred to, Mr. S. said, it ap- 
peared that a meeting of twelve commissioners, 
appointed on the subject of the improvement of 
the navigation of the Potomac, by Virginia and 
Maryland, was held at Annapolis on the 22d of 
December, 1784, consisting of General Gates, Judge 
Chase, and others of the most distinguished pa- 
triotsofthatday. Atthis meeting General Wasu- 
INGTON presided; and, after consultation, it was 
resolved, “That it is the opinion of this con- 
‘ ference that the removing the obstructions in the 
‘river Potomac, and making the same navigable 
‘ from tide-water as far up the North Branch as 
‘ may be convenient and practicable, will increase 
‘the commerce of Virginia and Maryland, and 
‘ greatly promote the interests of the United States, 
‘by forming free and easy communication and 
‘ connexion with the people settled on the West- 
‘ern waters, already very considerable in their 
‘ numbers, and rapidly increasing, from the mild- 
‘ ness of the climate, and the fertility of the soil.” 

In speaking of the advantages of this work, they 
go on to say, that it would afford “substantial 
* proof to our brethren of the Western territory of 
‘ our disposition to connect ourselves with them by 
‘ the strongest bonds of friendship and mutual in- 
‘ terest.” It would, they say in another part of 
their report, “contribute much to their conveni- 
‘ence and accommodation; and the benefits re- 
‘ sulting therefrom to these States would compen- 
‘ sate the expense of a road” from Cumberland to 


the Monongahela river, which they also proposed 
to have opened. These were the views of the pa. 
triots of the Revolution, of the sages of °76, nea; 
forty years ago, on this subject. They were the 
views of WasuincTon, who fixed the seat of Gov. 
ernment with a view to this very object. He 
clearly foresaw its advantages, and, had he lived 
we should have long since enjoyed their glorioy; 
consummation. WasHINGToN afterwards, in q 
letter dated the 31st of October, 1788, expressed 
himself on the subject as follows: 


“ The extensive inland navigations with which this 
country abounds, and the easy communication which 
many of them afford, with the amazing territory to the 
westward of us, will certainly be productive of infinite 
advantages to the Atlantic States, if the Legislatures 
of those through which they pass have liberality and 
public spirit enough to improve them. For my own 
part, I wish sincerely that every door to that country 
may be set wide open, that the commercial intercourse 
with it may be rendered as free and easy as possible, 
This, in my judgment, is the best, if not the only 
cement that can bind those people to us for any length 
of time—and we shall, I think, be deficient in fore. 
sight and wisdom, if we neglect the means of effecting 
it. Our interest is so much in unison with the policy 
of this measure, that nothing short of that ill-timed 
and misapplied parsimony and contracted ways of 
thinking, which intermingles so much in all our pub- 
lic councils, can counteract it.” 


If, sir, it was properly called “ill-timed parsi- 
mony, and contracted policy,” thirty-five years 
ago, even before the establishment of the present 
Constitution, what would be said of itnow? At 
that time there were but few settlers in the West; 
they had few wants, and they were easily sup- 
plied, where we find now some of the most pow- 
erful and populous States, enjoying all the refine- 
ments, and indulging in all the luxuries of the 
most polished society. Where there were Indian 
huts, you now find splendid cities. The country 
then inhabited by savages and beasts of prey, is 
now covered with towns and villages, and culti- 
vated fields. If this measure was necessary, then, 
how much more imperiously is it demanded now! 

Mr. S. said he would not trespass longer on the 
time of the House. He felt much indebted for 
their indulgent attention, and he would conclude 
with expressing the hope that this measure would 
not be rejected, especially when gentlemen took 
into view the immense advantages to be derived 
from it in a political point of view, by uniting the 
East and the West, equal, already, to two great 
empires—its advantages to internal commerce, 
opening an inland navigation from the Seat ol 
Government to the city of New Orleans—its ad- 
vantages to the agricultural and manufacturing 
industry of the interior, now laboring under in- 
surmountable difficulties. He begged gentlemen 
to consider its advantages to this city, in which 
all had an interest, as the Seat of the National 
Government—its growth, its prosperity, its de- 
fence, were important, and would be promoted. 
It would enhance the value of the public lands, 
and the public lots. It would make the Seat ol 
Government follow the march of power to the 
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West: It would place it in the vicinity of the | 
jrst markets in the world. And to accomplish | 
all these, and many other equally important ob- | 
‘ects connected with this subject, it was proposed, | 
not that the Government should give a gratuity | 
io the States concerned, but that it should sub- | 
eribe a sum, as stock, corresponding with the in- | 
terest we had in the accomplishment of the object | 
in view, and from which we will hereafter derive 
our full share of the profits, in common with the | 
States and individuals concerned. We thus avoid | 
sl] Constitutional difficulties, and they were, cer- | 
tainly, the only objections that could be urged | 
against this measure—a measure due to the city | 
—due to the interior—it was due to the West— | 
to ourselves, and to the nation, and, therefore, he | 
hoped, nay he felt certain, of its final adoption. 

When Mr. S. had concluded— 

Mr. WricuTt spoke against the appropriation, 
on general Constitutional ground. 

Mr. STEWART, at the instance of Mr. Mercer, 
withdrew his amendment, that the bill might not | 
be embarrassed by its introduction. | 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill as | 
amended; and, before coming to any determina- 
tion on the amendment made to the bill, the 
House adjourned, to meet again at 6 o’clock. 


Evening Session. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that they have passed the bill, entitled “An act to 
extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, 
in the recovery of debts, in the county of Wash- 
ington, in the District of Columbia,” with amend- 
ments. And they have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of James Morrison ;” in which 
bill and amendments they ask the concurrence of 
this House. 

FORTIFICATIONS, &c. 


_The House took up the bill making appropria- 
ions for fortifications, with the amendments made 
to itin Committee, and agreed to all the amend- 


| 
} 


} ments, except the item of twenty thousand dollars 
| in addition to the annual appropriation of two 
| hundred thousand dollars for arming the militia 
| of the United States, and another of forty-six 
' thousand dollars for Fort Washington. 


On the question to concur with the Committee 
ropriating forty-six thou- 


sand dollars for Fort Washington, on the Mary- 


| land bank of the Potomac river, Mr. Tracy, (who 
_ made the exception,) and Mr. WituiaMs, of North 


arolina, spoke against the appropriation, and 


| Mr. McLane and Mr. Lirrie supported it. 


Mr. Cocke, wishing to record his vote upon 
this subject, called for the yeas and nays, in which 
call he was not sustained by a sufficient number 
of members. 

The debate was renewed. Mr. FLoyp addressed 
the Chair against the appropriation, and Mr. 
Wuipp.e stated the reasons which would induce 
him to vote for it. 

The question on concurring with the Commit- 
tee On this excepted amendment was taken, and 
agreed to—aves 74, noes 32. 
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On the question to concur in the second ex- 
cepted item, Mr. Ruea, who made this exception, 
gave the reasons why he did so. 

[The object of this appropriation is to enable 
the Government to contract with Messrs. North 
and Starr, two manufacturers of arms in the State 
of Connecticut, for the supply of a certain quan- 
tity of arms, to enable them to make which, they 
have, under inducements, held out by the Govern- 
ment, gone to considerable expense in enlarging 
their establishment, &c.] 

Mr. Cocke called for the yeas and nays on this 
subject. 

In this cal] Mr. C. was sustained. 

The discussion was revived by Mr. FLoyp, Mr. 
Cannon, and Mr. WaLworts, in favor of the 


| appropriation, and Mr. Woop, Mr. BrecKENRIDGE, 


Mr. Ross, and Mr. Ruea, against it. 
Mr. Ruea then moved to strike out twenty and 


| insert one hundred, so as to make the amendment 


read one hundred thousand dollars, in addition to 
the annual appropriation for arming the militia, 
&c. This motion was negatived. 

The debate was renewed—Mr. Woopcock 
against the appropriation, and Mr. Tomuiinson 
in aid of it. 

The question on concurring in the amendment 
was then taken by ayes and noes and determined 
in the affirmative—ayes 76, noes 55. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Speaker communicated a letter from the 
President of the United States, transmitting the 
annual returns of the militia of the United States; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill to extend the jurisdiction of the jus- 
tices of the peace in the District of Columbia, 
returned from the Senate, with sundry amend- 
ments, being next before the House— 

Mr. Neate moved that the House do disagree 
to the amendment of the Senate to this bill, which 
exempts from imprisonment, under any process, 
the persons of all females, whatsoever, and all 
males over seventy years of age; and that the 
House do agree to all the other amendments. 

Mr. Haroin, wishing to modify the amendment 
of the Senate, the principle of which he liked, and 
the hour being now too late for him to enter into 
a discussion of its merits, and offer the amend- 
ments he wished, moved that the House adjourn ; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. H. then moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The House, on motion of Mr. McLane, then 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, Mr. WaLworrs in the 
chair. 

The Committee, on motion of Mr. McLane, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill to pro- 
vide for carrying into effect the Convention of 
Navigation and Commerce, between the United 
States and France, concluded at Washington, 
June 24, 1822; and the bill was read through by 
sections, without objection or amendment. 

The Committee then took up the bill to amend 
the ordinance and act of Congress for the govern- 
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ment of the Territory of Michigan; and went 
through that bill. 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of James 
Morrison, was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The Committee next, on motion of Mr. PLumer, 
of New Hampshire, took up the bill to amend the 
act for organizing the government of the Terri- 
tory of Florida; to which several amendments 
were made, on motion of Mr. Hernanpez and 
others. 

These bills were then reported to the House, 
and the two first of them were ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

Before the Florida bill was acted upon, the 
House adjourned. 





Wenpnespay, February 26. 


The House proceeded to consider the bill of the 
last session, supplementary to an act for the better 
organization of the courts of the United States 
within the State of New York. Whereupon, the 
bill was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The Houle proceeded to consider the report of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, made on the 
21st instant; and the resolution therein recom- 
mended to the adoption of the House being read, 
was amended to read as follows: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Staies of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be 
authorized and requested to commence a system of 
operations for the gradual and ultimate effectuation of 
the objects contemplated in the report of the Commit- 
tee of Indian Affairs of the House of Representatives, 
made on the 21st of February, 1823, allowing him to 
exercise end pursue his own judgment as to the man- 
ner or mode of doing it, and to communicate to this 
House, as soon as may be, after the commencement of 
the next session, the progress and result of his pro- 
ceedings therein. 

The said resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time to-day. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill pro- 
viding for the examination of titles to land in that 
part of the State of Louisiana situated between 
the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river ; and the bill 
being amended, was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time to-day. 

Engrossed bills of the following titles, viz: “An 
act to amend the ordinance and acts of Congress 
for the government of the Territory of Michigan, | 
and for other purposes ;” “An act further to extend 
the provisions of the act, entitled ‘An act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled ‘An act for the relief | 
of the purchasers of the public lands prior to the | 
Ist of July, 1820;” “An act for carrying into ef- | 
fect the convention of navigation and commerce | 
between the United States and France, concluded 
at Washington on the 24th day of June, 1822 ;” 
“An act making the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, and Spain, receivable in pay- 
ments on account of public lands ;” “An act to 
continue in force an act, entitled ‘An act regula- 
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ting the currency, within the United States, of 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portuga| 
and Spain, and the crowns of France and {iy, 
franc pieces,’ passed on the 29th of April, i9j¢ 
so far as the same relates to the crowns of Frane, 
and five franc pieces ;” “An act further to prolono 
the continuance of the Mint at Philadelphia.’ 
and “An act respecting the punishment of bi 
racy ;” were severally read the third time, ang 
assed, 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act 1 
repeal so much of an act, passed the 18th of April 
1806, as limits the price of certain lands in the 
State of Tennessee,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

An engrossed resolution concerning the Indians 
in the Territory of Florida, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate directing 
the printing of the Journal of Congress, from the 
5th of September, 1774, to the 3d of November, 
1786, was read the third time; and, being on its 
passage, it was, on motion of Mr. Cocke, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, making further appropria. 
tions for the military service of the United States, 
for the year 1823, [fortifications] was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to amend “An act for the establishment of a 
Territorial Government in Florida; and the ques. 
tion recurred on the following amendment, pro- 
posed by Mr. Jonnston,, of Louisiana, and de- 
pending yesterday, viz: 

‘Src. — And beit further enacted, That the Gov- 
ernor of the Territory of Florida cause to be delivered 
to the Governor of the State of Louisiana, all original 
titles to land lying in said State, and belonging to citi- 
zens thereof.” 


And on the question to agree to the said amen¢- 
ment, it was determined in the negative, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the whole House on the state of the Union ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, 
and reported the bill from the Senate, entitled “An 
act to regulate the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and certain British colonial 
ports,” without amendment; also, the bill of this 
House making appropriations for the Public Build- 
ings, with amendments. 

The first named bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing to-day. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to the bill 
making appropriations for the Public Buildings. 
were read and concurred in by the House, excep! 
that part which proposes to fill the blank in the 
item, “ for finishing the south portico to the Presi- 
dent’s House,” with the sum of nineteen thou: 


sand dollars, and, on the question to agree to this 
| amendment, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 51, 


nays 57. 


The said bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 


and read a third time to-morrow. 
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_— SUPPRESSION OF DOCUMENTS. the current coin of the Union, except as special de- 
8, of . posite. Shortly after this determination, many of the 
ugal, Mr. CampseLt laid before the House a letter | Western banks stopped payment. 
Live HMM from the Secretary of the Treasury to the com-| ‘phe experience of the bank had, about this period, 
1816, HM mittee appointed to make further inquiries respect- | jeg to the conviction, that it was impracticable to keep 
rance ing the a of a certain paragraph con- | its notes in circulation in the Western States, and or- 
long tained in a letter communicated to this House at | ders were, consequently, issued in the course of the 
hia;” I the last session ; and the said letter from the Sec- | autumn, or in the early part of 1819, forbidding its 
f pi. retary of the Treasury was ordered to be printed. | Western offices to issue their notes, even ona deposite 
| and The letter is as follows: of specie. The determination which it had formed 
Pasascny Davantuswr, Feb. 24, 1828. in relation to payments on account of the public lands, 
Ct to F Os was, therefore, practically a determination to receive 
\ pril, Sin: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, nothing but current gold and silver coin, which was 
1 the Ie enclosing a resolution of the House of Representatives, nearly as difficult to be obtained, in the Western 
and of the sixth of the same month, and requesting the | States, as the notes of the Bank of the United States. 
communication of any information, not already com- | 4¢ this time there was due the United States nearly 
dians musicaie’ yg tareger ry 5 a ee twenty millions of dollars, by the purchasers of the 
third Thave the ho erve, ; ff public lands, a great part of which debt had been con- 
the United States went into operation, an effort was | tracted during the suspension of specie payments, and 
stine made to simplify the er gan of cee in the years 1817 and 1818, when the notes of nearly 
a the anes aie enaad yah vat aura ion, ed all the Western banks were receivable in payment. 
aber give tot eae la hee a es a a f It was manifest, upon the slightest reflection, that 
“1 that the bank should have the selection, not only of | this determination of the bank would greatly reduce 
Mts the State banks in which the public money should be | n¢ receipts into the Treasury from that important 
lered deposited, in places where it had established no office, | branch of the public revenue, but that consideration 
but of those whose notes should be received on ac- | would not, alone, have been sufficient to have induc- 
pria- count of the revenue ; and that all money so deposit- | 44 the Executive department to have assumed the re- 
tates, ed, should be entered to the credit of the Bank of the sponsibility of the measure, which was, with great de- 
| the United States, in trust, for the Treasurer of the United liberation, adopted upon the occasion. 

Suis. wae farther sgreed: that the Tronsurer To have permitted the distress and ruin in which 
the ee ee ceeat: on eee faeee Save the the iethinette of the public land Id have been 
of a public money was deposited, whether there were any | '"¢ P ; Paes Jape wer 
, public money at such place or not; with the under- involved, by the refusal to receive from them any 
jues- dandiag, however, that reasonable notice should be thing in payment but the current coin of the Union, 
pro- given to the bank, whine 10 Wen latended 60 draw far and the notes of the Bank of the United States, under 
1 de- any considerable amount beyond the sum on deposite such circumstances, without an effort by the nae 

at such place. tive department to avert them, would have excite 
Gor. This project was generally carried into effect, in feelings in a large and meriturious body of citizens, 
vered the course of 1817, after the State banks had resum- | Which no prudent Government, even if despotic, could 
ginal ed specie payments. The notes of all such banks, have seen with indifference. It is ee ar 
) Citi in the Western States, were received by the land offi- ed, that, if no such effort had been made, the Execu- 

cers, and deposited, as specie, in the offices of the a or of ce eee wre eee 
Te : charged wi e most shameful imbecility, 
end- Bank of the United States, and in the State banks, Piereut Densities wentd hate hear loaded with 
| the “se 3 — e ee : r the public execration. If an effort was to be made to 
third This plan of simplifying the operations of the T'reas- ff ‘ aol the olf Pr cal alae Ok nelaiiaeie 
| ury, was, in the course of 1818, interrupted, on the | *#0re re a o See be ee ie the Went 
ce of Ee one hand, by the complaints of the State banks, em- to receive the notes of the few banks in the West, 
eo ployed as offices of deposite, that the Bank of the which still continued to pay specie, and enter them 
aud, TR United States acted oppressively and capriciously to- | to the credit of the Treasurer, in the offices of the 
rose, TR wards Gen, ‘by vabjecting them 1 ell the incoweunt- bank, as special deposite ; or to deposite them in State 
“Au TM ences incident to the relation they held, and depriv- | banks, upon conditions which would make it their in- 
veel ing them of most of the advantages which they had | terest to return them into circulation as soon as prac- 
ynial He g right to expect from that relation; and, on the ticable, on account of the Government. In the first 
this HB other, by those of the Bank of the United States, al- | ©@S¢, they would have accumulated in those offices, 
uild- J leging that the State banks were desirous of appropri- | Without the possibility of being put again into er 
§ ating to themselves all the advantages of their situa- | tion on account of the Government, = those o ¢ 
ead: tion, without bearing any part of the burdens im- would have had no inducement oe 
| posed upon it by its charter, or by the arrangement | Covert them into specie, or transfer 1 emer , by 
ittee J made with the Treasury, one of the most onerous of the purchase of bills of seen ee ne oe ‘hens 
bill J which was the implied ‘obligation it had incurred of | ot upon the Atlantic cities. enc irs 
ings. J S¥arantying not only the solvency of those banks, | operations, it was eee t sth e oe . 
cept » whilst they were employed as offices, but also of the | the State banks was indispensa sid anal Ss 
, J other State banks, whose notes were received on ac- | ments proposed, were maturely considered and adop 
the ‘ ; The ous : ed, with the approbation of the President, who was 
_ count of the revenue. ‘This state of collision and ir- ’ pproo aa 3 
ae _ titation continued increasing until the autumn of | fully sensible of the importance of the crisis which had 
this 1818, when the bank notified the Department that it arrived. aes uaeiie 
8] could no longer execute its arrangement, without sac- | The inducements which were offered to those banks, 


At| to resume and continue specie payments, and to 
transfer the excess of the public revenue collected in 


the Western States, beyond the expenditure, to places 


rificing the essential interest of the institution. 


the same time, it declared its determination to receive 
from the land officers nothing but its own notes, and 


sed, 
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where it could be expended, were believed to be both | Extract of a letter of September 14, 1819, to law. 





justifiable and sufficient to insure success, and the 
result has proven that nothing was necessary to the 
most complete success, but the want of integrity in 
those who had the direction of some of those institu- 
tions.* Against this contingency, the department 
availed itself of all the means within its reach, and 
confided in the representations of gentlemen who oc- 
cupied high and responsible stations in the public 
councils, whose judgment and integrity were consid- 
ered unquestionable, and whose means of information 
excluded almost the possibility of mistake. Notwith- 
standing the want of integrity which has been mani- 
fested by the directors of several of those banks which 
have failed, it is still confidently believed, that, after 
making a liberal allowance for any loss which possibly 
may occur, by the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Cincinnati, the Banks of Vincennes, Edwardsville, 
and Missouri, the benefits which have resulted from 
those arrangements will greatly preponderate over 
such loss. 

It is impossible to state whether any loss will even- 
tually be sustained by the Government from either of 
those banks. No apprehension is entertained of “loss 
from any other. The Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank 
of Cincinnati is, therefore, the only one in which 
public money has been deposited, where the Bank of 
the United States had established an office, from 
which there is any danger of loss. 

That bank, in a very short time after it resumed 
specie payments, in conformity with its agreement 
with the Treasury Department, stopped payment, and 
has never made any return, or answered any of the | 
demands which have been made upon it for informa- 
tion. The impression, in relation to it, has, therefore, 
been very unfavorable. A suit has been brought | 
against it, in the Federal court, forthe amount of pub- 
lic money in its possession, which has not yet been 
decided. 

The arrangements made with the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, the Bank of Chilli- 
cothe, and the branch of the Bank of Kentucky, at 
Louisville, where offices of the Bank of the United 
States had been established, by which the public 
money collected at the land offices, in the vicinity of 
those banks, were deposited in them, were not com- 
municated to Congress at the next session after their 
date, from mere inadvertence to the provision of the 
charter to which the resolution refers. They were, 
however, matters of general notoriety, not only in the 
Western States, but in the other parts of the Union. 
Omissions of this nature have frequently occurred in 
the departments, and, it is presumed, will occur here- 
after, with officers the most attentive. The notoriety, 
however, which attended these arrangements with the 
banks, it is presumed, will satisfy the Committee, | 
that there was neither a wish or intention to withhold | 
from Congress the fact of such deposites, and the 
reason upon which the measure was founded. 

The papers which are herewith transmitted support 
the views presented in this letter. I remain, &c. 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


The Hon. Jonw W. Camrse tt, 





a 





*Thisis proven by the fact that the banks of Illinois, 
of Madison, and of Columbus, have fulfilled their en- | 





don Cheves, Esq., President of the United Siqi;, 
Bank. , 


It has been my constant endeavor, for more tha, 
twelve months past, to prevent, as far as practicable, q|) 
collision between the Bank of the United States ap, 
the State Banks, as far at least as that collision mig; 
be connected with the transactions of this Departmen; 
It is not my intention, therefore, to give drafts upoy 
the State banks for public money without previously 
arranging with them the mode of payment. ; 

Acting upon the same principle, I have endeavore, 
in the course of the present year, to make arrange. 
ments with State banks in the Western States, py 
which they should become the depositories of the pu}. 
lic money collected in that section of the Union, | 
considered the deposites there, positively injurious 1 
the banks, for the following reasons, viz: 

1. That the offices had already extended their dis. 
counts in Ohio and Kentucky, further than was cop. 
sistent with the interests of the bank. 

2. That every dollar deposited in them on the Gov. 
ernment’s account that could not be disbursed there, 
would have to be employed in discounts, or trans. 
ferred to the Bank in Philadelphia, or its Easter 
offices. 

3. That, owing to the state of exchange, transfers 
could only be made by the transportation of specie 
across the mountains. 

4, That owing to the geographical position of Ken- 
tucky and Ohio, the public expenditure would be ex. 
tremely limited. 

5. That the transportation of specie from the Wester 
to the Eastern States by the bank, invariably had pro. 
duced, and would continue to produce irritation in the 
public mind. 

An additional reason for endeavoring to make the 
State banks in that section of the Union the deposito- 
ries of public money, was to increase the receipts, 
by enabling the public debtors to pay in the notes oj 
specie paying banks, which would not be received by 
the offices of the banks, and which could not be re- 
ceived by them without increasing that collision which 
it was my desire to diminish. 

The foregoing reasons, which appeared to me si 
obvious as to need no elucidation, have, however, es 
caped the observation of one of the. directors of the 
office at Louisville, who has remonstrated against the 
transfer of the deposites to the branch bank of the 
State of Kentucky. I have the honor to send you 
enclosed his letter. If the views presented in them 
correspond with those entertained by the Board 0! 
Directors, it will afford me great pleasure to restore 
the deposites, notonly there, but at Chillicothe. 

The arrangement which was attempted at Cincit: 
nati, has entirely failed. At the time the arrangement! 
was made with the Bank of Chillicothe, I was no 
aware that any thing was due from it to the Unite: 
States Bank, and of course made no stipulation 1! 
relation to it. The failure of the Farmers and Me 
chanics’ Bank of Cincinnati to comply with its under 
taking, has terminated all connexion with it: th 
condition which was imposed upon it, in favor of the 
United States Bank, as well as those in favor of the 
Treasury, have heretofore produced no effect. 

I shall at all times be obliged to you for the coll: 


gagements with fidelity, and still continue to fulfil | munication of your ideas upon every subject connect 
them; and that the Bank of Chillicothe faithfully ful- | with the operations of the bank and of its currency 
filled its engagements, as long as they existed. It is, I think, sufficiently manifest that the offices 
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Fesruary, 1823. 
west of the mountains, can never have any local cir- | such bank. It may be proper for you to take the first 
culation there, as long as their notes are received by | occasion to intimate, in respectful terms, to each of 
the Governmnt in discharge of duty bonds at Phila- | those banks, the consequence that will result from a 
delphia and other commercial cities. want of punctuality in paying its notes on presentation. 

The refusal ef the bank to receive the notes of its} For the information of the purchasers of public 
offices on deposite, has not in any considerable de- | land, you will publish, in one of the newspapers of 
gree relieved it from the burden of exchange, between | your district, a list of the kinds of money receivable 
the different sections of the Union. When it is con- | at your office; and you will give notice, in like man- 
sidered that the whole circulation of the bank is now | ner, of any change which may occasionally take place. 
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less than four millions of dollars, it is probable that 
those who have remittances to make, cannot at all 
times obtain the sums necessary, but generally, ex- 
change will be effected by them, as long as their cur- 
rency is rendered universal through the Union, by 


I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


SUNDRY BILLS, &c. 
Mr. Piumer, of New Hampshire, from the 


the receipt of them on account of the Government in | Judiciary Committee, reported a bill respecting 


the principal commercial cities. If they should be 
made receivable only in the States where they are 


piracy. 
{The object of this bill is to extend to the dis- 


issued, and in States and Territories where offices | trict courts of the United States, where there are 
have not been established, each office would have to be | no circuit courts, the jurisdiction and authority as 


conducted upon commercial principles, and, of course, 
the expense of it be borne by the commercial class. 
This, however, is no evil to that class as a body of 
men, as the expense of exchange would be paid and 
received by them. ‘To travellers, however, the local- 
ity of the currency of the notes of the bank would be 
a serious evil, unless measures should be adopted by 
the bank, through its offices, to receive them from the 


is given to the circuit courts under the act of 
Congress, passed in the year 1820.] 

The bill was twice read, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time this day. 

Mr. Wiuutams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the relief of Brintnell Robbins ; 


hands of the brokers. This being done, the objections which was read twice, and committed. 


to the change of the charter under consideration, would 
be substantially removed. I remain, &c. 


Mr. Futter, from the Naval Committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Benjamin King; 


Extract of a letter ‘es the President of the United | Which was read twice, and was on its passage to 
e 


States Bank, tot 
October 5, 1819. 


“The Board entirely concurs with you in the views 
you take as to the Government collections and depos- 
ites in the Western States, which they believe to be 
calculated to ease the moneyed pressure on that por- 


Secretary of the Treasury, dated 


tion of the country, as well as to meet the interests of 


Government, and relieve the bank from embarrassing 
collisions with local banking institutions.” 


Treasury Department, Aug. |, 1820. 


To the Receivers of Public Moneys. 
Sin: With a view to increase and equalize the fa- 
cilities of making payment for public lands in the sev- 


a third reading, when a conversation on the merits 
of the petitioner to relief took place, in which Mr. 
Cocke and Mr. Bucnanan opposed the bill, and 


| Mr. Lirrie, Mr. Wricut, and Mr. Futter, sup- 


ported it. [The principle of this bill is to remit 
the interest on a sum of money held by Mr. King, 
and claimed by him for compensation for time 
during which, after the destruction of the navy 
yard at Washington, the salary he enjoyed in that 
yard was withheld from him, for the principal 
and interest of which judgment has been ren- 
dered against him.] After an earnest debate of 
half an hour, Mr. Campse.y, of Ohio, with an 
avowed intention to put the bill to sleep, moved 


eral land districts of the United States, I have deter- 
mined to authorize the Receivers of Public Moneys to 
take, in addition to specie and the bills of the United | 
States Bank and its branches, the notes of the follow- 
ing incorporated banks, viz: those in the cities of brary, to whom was referred the resolution for re- 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and the | Printing the Journals of the Old Congress, re- 
Merchants’ and Franklin Banks of Alexandria, and | ported it with an amendment, requiring the same 
those specie-paying banks in the State in which the | to be done “ by contract.” The amendment was 
land office is situated. agreed to, and, thus amended, the resolution was 
This instruction supersedes those that have hereto- | ordered to be read a third time to-day. 
fore been given on the subject, except in so far as they On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, it 
prohibit the receipt of any paper of any bank which | was 
- ae en apeee ne — Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed 
. ah ition must, in every case, De rigidly ad- | to prepare and lay before the House, at the commence- 
ron, %. ment of the next session, a digested index of all the 
In order to facilitate the collection of the notes of | information other than that of a private nature, which 
the banks in your State, which may be received by | has been communicated to the House, by the Presi- 
you, you will, on making a deposite, give notice to | dent of the United States, the respective heads of De- 
each of those banks of the amount of its notes contained | partments, and the Postmaster General, since the 
in such deposite ; and if you shall be informed by the | commencement of the Fifteenth Congress; arranging 
cashier of the bank in which you make your deposites, | the same under distinct heads, designated by the name 
that the notes of any bank in your State, which may | of the office or department from which it originated, 
have been deposited by you, have not been paid on | and referring to the number of the volume and page 
demand, you will dissontinue to receive the notes of } of the printed documents. 


to lay the bill on the table; which motion was 
decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Wuiprpte, from the Committee on the Li- 
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In support of this motion, Mr. A. made some 
observations, showing the thing proposed to be a 
measure almost indispensable to the due discharge 
of the duties of the members of the House. 


Mr. Cocke moved to print a very voluminous 
document received at this session, giving a minute 
detail of every thing connected with the arms and 
ordnance of the United States. This information 
he considered of great importance, and wished it 
to be printed, so as to be laid before Congress at 
the next session. 

Mr. Marrocks and Mr. Sreruine, of New 
York, opposed the printing. The former gentle- 
man stated the printing of the document would 
cost five thousand dollars; and Mr. STERLING 
contended that the information contained in it 
was not important. 

Mr. Cocke and Mr. Watwortnu replied to both 
the gentlemen, maintaining that the information 
was of great importance to the nation, and useless 
in its present shape; and Mr. C. said he should 
consider five thousand dollars, thus laid out, much 
more usefully expended than on any object for 
which money had been expended during this ses- 
sion, and much more useful than so much expend- 
ed on the fortifications, which gentlemen seemed 
to think of so great importance. 

The motion of Mr. Cocke was negatived. 

Mr. Mercatre made a successful motion to 
take up a report in the case of certain Florida 
Indians. 

The report being before the House, and the 
question being to concur in the resolution ap- 
pended to the report— 


Mr. MetcaLFre moved to amend the resolution, 
so as to make it a joint resolution. This motion 
was agreed to, and the resolution, as amended, was 
read a first and second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow, substanti- 
ally in the following words: 


Resolved, &c., That the President of the United 
States be authorized and requested to commence a 
system of operations for the gradual and ultimate ame- 
lioration of the condition of the Indians in Florida, 
allowing him to exercise and pursue his own judgment 
as to the manner or mode of doing it, and communi- 
cate to this House, as soon as mey be, after the com- 
mencement of the next session, the progress and result 
of his proceedings therein. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. Cusuman, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, made the following report : 


The Committee on Public Buildings, to whom was 
referred the resolution instructing them to inquire into 
the expediency of fixing, by law, the compensation of 
the architect, the master carver, the master of the 
stone work, and of the clerk and manager of the pub- 
lic buildings in the City of Washington, have had the 
same under consideration, and respectfully submit the 
following report : 

That it appears, from the documents inspected, the 
architect of the Capitol accepted the trust, with the 
understanding that he was to receive for his services 
a compensation of $2,500 annually, and that the stip- 
ulation, though it may want some of the formalities, 


has nevertheless been pronounced valid in law, by th. 
highest law officer under the Government. 

It appears, also, in reasoning, aiid in fact, im politic 
and unwise to deny to any class of public servants, jy 
any vocation, adequate compensations for able an) 
faithful services; nor can it be ‘considered byt an 
hardship, bordering on injustice, and not to be counte. 
nanced, to take from those artificers, whose skill and 
industry have been long, assiduously, and beneficially 
employed for the public, and whose ingenuity anj 
labors are unremittingly required, any part of the pay 
or wages which, heretofore, they have been accys. 
tomed to receive. 

It further appears, that, from the commencement oj 
the public buildings in the City of Washington, the 
Commissioner of these buildings is the officer who has 
the power of appointing, under the President of the 
United States, such artists and superintendents as the 
work may require, and of agreeing with them for such 
compensation as their talents and services entitle them 
to receive. 

The committee are of opinion that no injury or in. 
convenience has resulted, or is likely to result, from 
the practice, and therefore respectfully offer the fol. 
lowing resolution: That they be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 


The report not being approved by Mr. Cocks, 
he moved to lay it on the table, that time might 
be given to obtain a copy of the opinion of the 
Attorney General. 


JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES, D. C. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill for ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of justices of the peace in 
the District of Columbia. 

The first amendment was that which is includ- 
ed in the following words: 


Provided, also, That, in no case arising under this 
act, whether before a justice of the peace or upon an 
appeal, shall any person be arrested upon mesne pro- 
cess, or upon execution against the body afier judg- 
ment, where the amount does not exceed the sum of 
twenty dollars, exclusive of costs: And provided, fur- 
ther, That no female, in any case whatever, and no 
male above the age of seventy years, shall be liable to 
be arrested or imprisoned for any debt authorized to 
be sued for and recovered by this act. 

Mr. NEALE was of opinion that the principle of 
this amendment was of too much importance to 
be properly discussed at this late hour of the ses- 
sion, and therefore thought it better to disagree 
to it. 

Mr. J. T. Jounson, of Kentucky, moved to 
amend this amendment, by adding thereto the 
following, which he presumed would make the 
amendment more acceptable to the House: 

And provided, further, That, in all cases arising 
under this act, whether before a justice of the peace, 
or upon appeal, where the amount in controversy does 
not exceed the sum of twenty dollars, exclusive o! 
costs, the defendant shall be cited to appear and an- 
swer the complaint of the plaintiff by summons ; and, 
upon failure to appear after being twice summoned, 8 
trial shall be had, as in other cases. 


This amendment, as well as the original, were 
opposed by Messrs. Mattary and Tay or, fear- 
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es 
ing they would defeat the bill, by introducing into | roads, and to establish others. The bill was re- 
ita new principle, and were supported with zeal pi with sundry amendments; and then the 
by Mr JoHNSON. ouse adjourned. 

The amendment of Mr. JoHnson, as well as the | 
amendment of the Senate, were negatived by large 





majorities; and the other amendments made in | Taurspay, February 27. 
the Senate were agreed to. | The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to 
Adjourned until six o’clock P. M. enable the holders of French, British, and Span- 


te =i | ish titles to lands within the States of Louisiana, 
__ Boening Session. |which have not been recognised as valid by the 
The following Message was received from the | Government of the United States, to institute 
PresiDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: | proceedings to try the validity thereof, and for 
To the House of Representatives : | other purposes ;” was read twice, and referred to 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of | the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Representatives, of the 24th of January, requesting Mr. Cocke submitted a joint resolution to di- 
the President to communicate to the House the num- | rect the withholding of the compensation of cer- 
ber of persons, and the amount due from each, whose | tain prize agents; which was read twice, and 
compensation has been withheld or suspended, in pur- | ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 
suance of the law prohibiting payments to persons in | this day. 
arrears to the United States; whether the amount! Qn motion of Mr. LiTTrLe, it was resolved that 
withheld has oe — = . cases to the extin- | there be allowed and paid, by the Clerk, to Alfred 
guishment of their debts to the Government ; whether | Cooper, for his services in the House and in the 


the said laws have been enforced in all cases against | ‘ as 
securities who are liable for the payment of any ar- | folding-room, and for waiting and attendance on 


rears due ; whether any disbursing officer, within the | the members, during the present session, the sum 


knowledge of the President, has given conclusive evi- | of fifty dollars. 
dence of his insolvency, and if so, whether he is still | A message from the Senate informed the House 
retained in the service of the United States ; I trans- | that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
mit to the House a report from the Secretary of the | act to authorize the recorder of land titles in the 
Treasury, with the documents mentioned therein. | State of Missouri to examine into the number 
The report has been ¢onfined to the operations of | and state of the unconfirmed French and Span- 
the law. Respecting the circumstances of individu- | ish land claims, in the State of Missouri, and to 
als, in their transactions without the sphere of their | report the same to the Congress at their next ses- 
public duties, I have no means of information, other | sion ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act to authorize 


than those which are common to all. | the building of lighthouses, light-vessels, and bea- 
JAMES MONROE. cons, therein mentioned, and for other purposes ;” 

Wasaixerox, February 28, 1823. | in which they ask the concurrence of this House. 
The Message was laid on the table. | The bills were severally read twice, and referred, 


Engrossed bills, of the following titles, to wit: | the former to the Committee on the Public Lands, 


An act making appropriations for the public build- | the latter to the Committee on Commerce. 
ings; An act providing for the examination of | Mr. PLumer, from the Committee on the Judi- 
the titles to land in that part of the State of Lou- | ciary, to which was recommitted the bill supple- 
isiana situate between the Rio Hondo and the | mentary to an act for the better organization of 
Sabine river; were severally read the third time, | the courts of the United States within the State 
and passed. | of New York, reported the same with an amend- 
A bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to | ment, and the amendment was concurred in and 
regulate the commercial intercourse between the | the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 
United States and certain British colonial ports,’ ; Mr. Watwortns, from the Committee on Mili- 
was read the third time, and passed. | tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill from 
A message from the Senate informed the House | the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of 
that the Senate have passed a biil, entitled “An | James Morrison,” reported the same with an 
act to establish a national armory on the West-| amendment; and the bill and amendment were 
ern waters ;” also, “An act to enable the holders | recommitted. 
of French, British, and Spanish titles to lands| On motion of Mr. FLoyp, the Committee of 
Within the State. of Louisiana, which have not | the whole House was discharged from the further 
been recognised as valid by the Government of | consideration of the bill to place in the hands of 
the United States, to institute proceedings to try | the Secretary of the Treasury the disposal of the 
the validity thereof, and for other purposes ;” in | public lots, &c., in the city of Washington ; and 
which said bills they ask the concurrence of this | the bill was taken up in the House. 
ouse. | After some remarks from Mr. FLoyp to show 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | the abstract expediency of the change proposed 
the Whole on the bill to regulate the Post Office | by the bill, without reference to persons, it was 
Department ; and, after some time spent therein, | ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
the Committee rose, and reported progress,and| Mr. Jonn Speep Smiru made an unsuccessful 
the bill was then laid on the table. attempt to procure the consideration of the bill 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | for the relief of Samuel Hodgdon. 
the Whole on the bill to discontinue certain post Mr. Writ, after some remarks, made a sim- 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—36 











ces 


1123 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1124 


ee ee cet mtr eee eee etree ee Tae a ee ee eee ae ie pi eet ee tee 


H. or R. 


Procwaings. 








ilar motion to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the bill for the relief of W. N. Earle, 
with the view of getting it up in the House. 

Mr. Cocke opposed the motion on principle, 
deeming the practice loose and improper of taking 
the consideration of subjects from Committees 
of the Whole, considering them out of their turn, 





| The House proceeded to reconsider their dis, & 





certain prize agents,” was read the third time, anj 
passed. 


| greement to the latter part of the first amendmen, 


of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to ey. 
tend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, jy 


and hurrying them through, without the usual | the recovery of debts, in the District of Columbia -” 


examination. 
Mr. Wricut replied very earnestly to show the 


| Whereupon, the House receded from their disa. 
| greement to the said latter part of the amendmen 


hardship of the case of Mr. Earle; the necessity ; aforesaid. 


of acting on it, &c., and cited the case just moved 


| 
| 


The Speaker laid before the House a \ette; 


by Mr. Fioyp, and favorably received, to prove | from the Secretary of State, transmitting a supple. 
that the practice was common, and that there | mentary return of the digest of the accounts of the 


ought to be no unjust exceptions, &c. 

r. Tayor called for the question of consid- 
eration of the motion, (on which there can be no 
debate,) and the House refused to consider the 
motion of Mr. Wricur. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to 
establish a national armory on the Western wa- 
ters,” was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House upon the state of the 
Union. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to | 


enable the holders of French, British, and Span- 
ish titles to lands within the State of Louisiana, 
which have not been recognised as yalid by the 
Government of the United States, to institute 
proceedings to try the validity thereof, and for 


other purposes,” was read twice, and referred to | 


the Committee on the Public Lands. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act to amend 
an act for the establishment of a Territorial govern- 
ment in Florida,” was read the third time and 


passed, and the title was amended by adding thereto, | 


and for other purposes. 

A message from the Senate, informed the House 
that the Senate recede from the first part of their 
first amendment to the bill, entitled “An act to 
extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, 
in the recovery of debts, in the District of Colum- 
bia, and insist on the latter part of said amend- 
ment; and they have passed the act, entitled “An 
act supplemeutary to the acts to provide for cer- 
tain persons engaged in the land and naval service 
of the United States ip the Revolutionary war,” 
with amendments, in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
statements from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in relation to the operations of the 
several land offices, under the provisions of the 
act of the 2d March, 1821, for the relief of pur- 
chasers of the public lands prior to the Ist July, 
1820 ; rendered in obedience toa resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 29th December 
last; which was read, and ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House another 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting reports from the incorporated banks in 
the District of Columbia, showing the state of 
their affairs on the 31st December, 1822. 

An engrossed resolution, entitled a “ Resolution 


tures; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 
| An engrossed bill, entitled “An act to author. 
|ize and empower the Secretary of the Depan. 
ment of the Treasury to sell the public lots and 
| other property belonging to the United States, 
in the District of Columbia,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, 
to wit: 1. “An act to authorize the building of 
lighthouses, light-vessels, and beacons, therein 
| mentioned, and for other purposes ;” 2. “An act 
to authorize the recorder of land titles in the State 
of Missouri to examine into the number and state 
of the unconfirmed French and Spanish land 
claims in the State of Missouri, and to report the 
same to Congress at their next session” —were read 
the first and second time, and referred—the first 
to the Committee on Commerce, and the second 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to authorize the Postmaster 
General to pay for certain repairs to the General 
Post Office, and to keep the engine-house, the fire 
engine, and apparatus, in repair. The bill was 
reported without amendment, and ordered to be 


| manufacturing establishments, and their manufac. 








engrossed and read a third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and 
reported the bill to authorize the laying out and 
opening certain public roads in the Territory o! 
Florida; and the bill amending and supplemen- 
tary to the act for ascertaining claims and title: 
to land in the Territory of Florida, and to provide 
for the survey and disposal of the publie lands in 
Florida; with amendments to each; which said 
amendments were severally concurred in by the 
House; and the said bills were ordered to be et- 
grossed and severally read a third time to-day. 

A Message was received from the Present 
oF THE Unitep States, which was read; and) 
as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, a repo'' 
from the Secretary of State, made in pursuance of thet’ 
resolution of the 2ist of January last, requesting the 
President of the United States to cause to be arrange’ 
and laid before that House, a Digest, showing such 
changes in the commercial regulations of the differen! 
foreign countries with which the United States hav« 


} 


Fepruary, 1923, § 


to direct the withholding of the compensation of 
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intercourse, as shall have been adopted, and come to 
the knowledge of the Executive, subsequently to the 
formation of the digest communicated to the Senate 


gn the 7th December, 1818. 
JAMES MONROE. 
WasutxeTton, Feb. 27, 1823. 


The Speaker laid before the House, a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
sundry statements in relation to the operations of 
the Mint of the United States, during the year 
1822; which was read and ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to establish an additional 
land office in the Territory of Michigan; which 
was reported with amendments; which were con- 
curred in by the House, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time to-day. 


POST ROUTES AND POST OFFICES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
to discontinue certain post routes and to estab- 
lish others ; and the said bill being further amend- 
de in the House— 

Mr. BayLies moved to add thereto the following : 

“And that the postmaster at Taunton, in Massa- 
chusetts, shall be allowed twenty-five dollars, quar- 
terly, out of the proceeds of the oflice at that place, in 
addition to what is now allowed him by law.” 


The question to agree to this amendment was 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Van Wyck then moved to strike out the 
third section of the bill; which motion was de- 
cided in the negative; and— | 

Mr. BayLies moved to amend the bill, by add- | 
ing thereto the following section : 

“Src.4. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General be authorized, and he is hereby author- 
ized, to cause the mails to be conveyed in steamboats, 
at such rates, and over such waters, and in such man- 
ner, and at such seasons of the year, as he may deem 
expedient for the public good.” 








And, on the question to agree to this amend- 
ment, it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Francis JouNson moved to add to the bill 
the following section: 

“Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the post- 
master at Fredericksburg, Virginia, shall be allowed 
fifty dollars, quarterly, out of the proceeds of the office 
at that place, in addition to what is now allowed him 
by law.” 

This amendment was also disagreed to by the 
House. 

Mr. Van Wyck then moved to add to the third | 
section of the bill the following: 

“And that the postmaster in the town of Fishkill, 
Duchess county, in the State of New York, be allowed 
twenty-five dollars a quarter, out of the proceeds of 
that office, in addition to what is now allowed by law.” 


The question being taken to agree to this amend- 
ment, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Wuiep.e moved to add to the bill the fol- 
lowing section, viz: 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases where the emoluments of any postmaster shall 
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not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, and the 
Postmaster General shall be of opinion that the ser- 
vices performed justly entitle such postmaster to fur- 
ther allowance, he shall grant such further allowance 
as he shall deem just.” 


And, on the question to agree to this amend- 
ment, it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. MontTcomery moved to add to the bill the 
following section, viz: 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
of fifty dollars per annum be paid to the postmaster at 
the Hazle Patch, in Knox county, Kentucky, in addi- 
tien to the allowance heretofore made by law.” 


This amendment was also disagreed to; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-day. 


SUPPRESSION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. CampBELL, of Ohio, from the select com- 
mittee appointed to inquire who committed the 
act of suppressing certain passages of documents 
transmitted to the House, made a report in rela- 
tion thereto, recommending that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the inquiry committed to it; which report and 
resolution were read and ordered to lie on the 
table. The report is as follows: 

The committee, instituted under the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 6th instant, ask 
leave to report, in part: 

Thus far, the attention of the committee has been 
chiefly directed to the performance of the duties re- 
quired of them by the first member of the resolution. 
As the investigation was undertaken without any san- 
guine expectations of being able to designate the per- 
son who caused the suppression of the paragraph in 
the letter A 5, they feel but little disappointed in not 
having made the discovery. 

The committee requested the appearance of every 
person who, it was supposed, could make any disclo- 
sure, tending in the least degree to the accomplish- 
ment of the object for which they were appointed. 
The attendance of the witnesses was prompt, and all 
the depositions were made under the solemnities of an 
oath. That the testimony might be as explicit and in- 
telligible as possible, interrogatories, deemed the most 
pertinent, were propounded to the witnesses, and the 
responses reduced to writing, in the language in which 
they were given. 

The committee submit the following as the substance 
of the testimony which has been collected, in addition 
to that already reported to the House. 

Mr. Cook, the member from the State of Illinois, 
deposes, that the documents of which letter A 5is one, 
were in his possession two or three days; that he be- 
lieves no person, during that period, had access to 
them in his absence ; that Mr. Edwards, a Senator from 
the State of Illinois, inspected them in his presence; 
but whether the inspection extended to letter A 5 he 
is unable to say; that he is impressed with the belief 
that Mr. Van Swearingen, late a Representative from 
Virginia, was present; but thinks he did not examine 
the documents. Mr. Cook states it to be his impres- 
sion that he read letter A 5, before the documents were 
printed ; that he has no recollection of seeing the brack- 
ets, cross, and underscoring, at that time, nor does he 
yet know by whom, when, or where, they were made; 
that he did not know, until the pendency of the former 
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investigation, that the practice, in the office of the In- 
telligencer, was to omit printing those paragraphs 
which are included in brackets, and crossed ; that the 
documents were in his drawer, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, about a day before he moved to have them 
rinted; and that he very rarely kept the drawer 
ocked. See AE. 


Mr. Edwards, a Senator from the State of Illinois, 
deposes that, some time last Winter, the manuscript 
documents, of which A 5 is one, were, at his request, 
brought to his room by Mr. Cook; that he inspected 
those minutely which had a relation to the bank at 
Edwardsville; that, having no motive to examine the 
correspondence between the Treasury Department and 
the Bank of Steubenville, he did not see letter A 5, 
nor did he ever see it until it was shown to him by 
the committee ; that he knows not by whom, or when, 
the marks it now bears were made; that, some time 
last Winter, Mr. Cook intimated to him that there were 
such expressions in the documents as are contained in 
the suppressed paragraph. See B. 

Mr. Dickins, a clerk in the Treasury Department, 
deposes, that he had no intercourse with the printers, 
for the purpose of seeing, or in any wise altering the 
documents, during their publication. See C. 


It having been intimated that the underscoring was 
made with ink different from that used in the Clerk’s 
office, the committee requested the attendance of Mr. 
8. Burch, chief clerk in the House of Representatives. 
He states that age increases the darkness of the ink 
used in the office, whilst that which is furnished Con- 
gress, having been in use some time, fades, and as- 
sumes a rusty appearance, such as is exhibited in the 
underscoring of the suppressed paragraph. He states, 
that the underscoring is, in his opinion, made with ink 
of a character unlike that with which the body of the 
letter is written. See D. 

William R. Dickinson, Esq., in a letter to Mr. Dick- 
ins, of the 10th instant, states, that he had examined 
the letter-book which contains A 5, and also conversed 
with the clerk of the bank on the subject, and that both 
are of opinion that no part of the letter was underscored 
or marked, when it left the bank. 


The committee cannot conclude this report without 
an expression of their conviction, founded as well on the 
character of the transaction to which the suppressed 
——— refers, as the circumstances under which it 

as been communicated to the House, that there does 
not exist the semblance of a reason for charging upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury any agency in its sup- 
pression, or for connecting him in any way with the 
mutilation of this document. ‘The transfer from the 
Bank of Chillicothe to the Bank of Columbia, and 
thence to the Bank of Steubenville, of the sum of 
eighteen thousand dollars, which was held by the for- 
mer institution as a special deposite, was an ordinary 
banking operation, weakening in no degree the secu- 
rity of the Government, and which has eventuated in 
no loss to the Treasury. There could have existed, 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, therefore, no mo- 
tive for this suppression. He had no end to attain, no 
purpose to subserve, by the practice upon the House 
of a fraud, alike insulting to its dignity, andadiscredit- 
able to the agent who should hazard its perpetration. 
The circumstance that the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in responding to the call of the House, communicated 
the original letter, of which the suppressed paragraph 
is a part, is decisive, in the judgment af the commit- 
tee, to negative the idea, if ever indulged, that there 
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could have been entertained by that high officer an 
intention to keep out of view any part of its content; 
particularly as it is usual, in answer to calls from th, 
House, to communicate the copies of documents, rather 
than the original, which has been transmitted in this 
case. 

The committee, after a careful examination of the 
pencil brackets and marks upon (A 5) and a clog 
comparison of them with the marks upon other letters 
communicated to the House, acknowledged by M; 
Dickins to have been made by him, are unable to form 
any opinion of the probable authorship of this suppres- 
sion. There is nothing in the marks themselves to 
indicate it, nor in the correspondence of the marks 
upon the one letter with those upon any other, to show 
that they are the work of the same hand. In reference 
to the underscoring of part of the suppressed paragraph 
of (A 5) the committee have taken some testimony 
which they beg leave to submit to the House, with the 
remark that neither the testimony of Mr. Burch, no; 
any other testimony they have obtained, will, in their 
apprehension, justify the opinion that any member of 
Congress made the underscoring or the brackets, which 
induced the printers not to publish the paragraph. 
The letter of Mr. William R. Dickinsor. to Mr. Dickins, 
although not strictly before the committee, as evidence, 
they have thought it not improper to bring to the view 
of the House. 

An expectation that any further efforts to detect the 
person who caused the suppression of the paragraph 
in letter (A 5) must prove as unavailing as those al- 
ready made, induces the committee to ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of so much of 
the resolution as relates to that subject. 


The Examination of the Hon. D. P. Cook, taken on 
Monday, the 10th of F ebruary, 1823, under oath. 
Question 1. Can you say, at this time, how long you 

were in possession of the documents, of which (A 5) 

is one? 

Answer. I cannot say precisely how long. My 
impression is, I brought them to the House, on the 
Saturday cr Monday after they were presented to the 
House. 

2. At whose house did you board last session ? 

Answer. I boarded at Mrs. Heyer’s at the time I had 
possession of the documents. 

3. Were the documents above alluded to, inspected 
by any person but yourself, while they were in your 
possession? If they were, by whom? 

Answer. They were. They were inspected by 
Governor Edwards; but to what extent, I do not 
know. 

~. Do you know whether he inspected document 
A 5? 

Answer. I do not know that he did. 

5. Were the documents, or any of them, in posses- 
sion of any other person than yourself, after they were 
withdrawn by you from the Clerk’s office, and before 
their return thereto ? If yea, in whose possession were 
they ? 

Answer. I think they were in the possession of no 
person, except when I was present; if they were, | 
have no recollection of it. And the only person in 
whose possession they were, when I was present, was 
Governor Edwards. My impression is, that Thomas 
Van Swearingen, a member from Virginia, was pres- 
ent; but I do not think he examined the papers. | 
understood, from Governor Edwards, at that time, that 
some communication had .been made to him, by Mr. 
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Van Swearingen, which induced him to wish to see 
the papers ; which was some conversation held, either 
between Mr. Swearingen and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or between the Secretary and some other 

n, of which he had been informed; and which, I 
understood, related to the bank at Edwardsville, where 
Governor Edwards lives. 

5. Were the documents, or any of them, while in 
your possession, read by you to any person or persons ; 
if yea, to whom ? 

Answer. If they were, I have no recollection of it; 
though it is possible they may have been. 

6. When did you first observe the pencil brackets, 
embracing that part of (A 5) which has been sup- 

ressed in the printing; and did you at that time, if 
not, at what time, did you observe the underscoring in 
said suppressed paragraph ? 

Answer. I first observed the pencil brackets after the 
documents were printed, in the Clerk’s office, at the 
time I sent for them to make the examination alluded 
toin my former testimony. In relation to the under- 
scoring, I have no recollection of it, until since the 
agitation of the subject at this session. | 

7. Do you know by whom the underscoring in the 
said suppressed paragraph was done, or caused to be 
done; if yea, by whom, and when? 

Answer. I do not know when, where, or by whom 
done. 

8. Look at the letter (A 5) and the marks there- 
upon. Do you believe it possible the said letter can 
be read without noticing the said marks? 

Answer. My impression is, I read this letter before 
the printing of the documents, and have no recollec- 
tion of having seen the marks at that time. I also 
read a letter from the President of the Bank of Mis- 
souri, which, it has been stated, was marked before it 
was sent to the House, and of the marks on which, I 
have no recollection; and, therefore, it is possible 
that (A 5) may have been marked, and [ not have ob- 
served it. 

9. What prudential reasons influenced you in your 
application for a certified copy of the letter (A 5)? 

Answer. In conversation with two or three gentle- 
men, the subject of my calls on the Secretary of the 
Treasury at the last session, in relation to the bank 
deposites, became a topic of conversation. The subject 
of the omitted paragraph, after other conversation, was 
also spoken of. It was then suggested to me, that, as 
I had made the statement of the omission, if any diffi- 
culty should result from it, and it should be deemed a 
matter of any importance that the letter might possibly 
be withdrawn in some way from the files of the House, 
and that, in the event of such an occurrence, it might 
be well for me to have the letter either examined by 
some member of Congress, or to obtain a certified copy 
of it; and that was the inducement for my obtaining 
the copy. 

10. With whom was the conversation, alluded to in 
your answer to the last interrogatory, held; were they 
members of Congress, or others? 

Answer. They were members of Congress—Mr. Ed- 
wards, of Connecticut, was one. I do not consider 
myself at liberty to name others without their leave ; 
and to which, I presume, they will not object. 

Tvurspar, 1 o'clock P. M. 

The committee met, and resumed the examination 

of Daniel P. Cook, a Representative from Illinois, 


who, in continuation of his answer to the last inter- 
rogatory proposed yesterday, says: That, having con- 
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sulted the gentlemen with whom I had the conversa- 
tion before referred to, and they having no ebjection 
to the communication of their names, I now state, that 
they were Mr. Ingham, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Ed- 
wards, of Illinois, of the Senate of the United States, 
and Mr. Edwards, of Connecticut. Mr. McNeill was 
in the room in the course of the evening, but I do 
not think present at this conversation. This conver- 
sation took place in the room of Governor Edwards, 
and between the first and sixth of January last. 


B. 


Tavrspar, February 13, 1823. 


Interrogatories proposed to the Hon. Ninian Ed- 
wards, a Senator from Illinois, which were an- 
swered under oath. 


Interrogatory 1. Have you, at any time, and if yea, 
at what time, or times, seen the documents now shown 
to you, of which A 5 isa part, and which in printed 
documents is No.66% Where did you see them, and 
how often ? 

Answer. I am not here of my own suggestion, but 
by the request of the committee. The manuscript 
documents which include A 5 were brought to my 
room at my request, by Mr. Cook, for my examina- 
tion; and I did examine those parts which I was de- 
sirous to see, in the presence of Mr. Cook and the 
Hon. Thomas Van Swearingen, then a member of the 
House of Representatives ; very soon after which ex- 
amination, Mr. Cook retired from my room, and took 
the documents with him, and I never have seen them 
since, until the present time. As well as I remem- 
ber, the House of Representatives directed Mr. Craw- 
ford’s report to be published without the documen ts 
and Mr. Cook told me that he had been permitted to 
take the documents into his possession for examina- 
tion; upon which I requested him to bring them to 
my room. ‘This was some time during the last ses- 
sion of Congress, and before the documents were 
printed. 

2. What part of said documents did you examine 
particularly ? 

Answer. I examined those that related to the Bank 
of Edwardsville, pretty minutely, partially those that 
related to the Bank of Missouri, and I think it proba- 
ble that I examined a part of the documents that re- 
lated to the Tombigbee Bank; I am under the im- 
pression that I did. I have not the slightest recollec- 
tion of having examined any other part of the docu- 
ments. 

3. Look at the letter A 5, now shown to you, and 
the pencil marks and underscoring thereupon. Did 
you, when you made the examination of the docu- 
ments, see and read this letter? If yea, did you dis- 
cover upon its face the marks it now wears? 

Answer. I did not examine the documents relating 
to the Bank of Steubenville. I had no motive to lead 
me to their examination, and I did not see the letter 
marked A 5, nor did I see or hear of any marks upon 
it, or upon any other letter, at that time. 

4. Do you know by whom said marks or under- 
scoring, or any part of them, were made! 

Answer. I do not. They were not made by me, 
nor by any other person in my presence. 

5. When did you first hear the marks upon this 
letter, A 5, spoken of, and by whom? 

Answer. I think I heard them first spoken of last 
Winter, after the documents were printed, by Mr. 
Cook, but I cannot state precisely the time. 
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6. Did Mr. Cook state to you when or how he first | of the Treasury of my intention to withdraw from the 
discovered the marks upon A 52 bank, and my determination to relieve myself from all 

Answer. All that I can recollect that throws any | responsibility in regard to it; leaving the Secretary to 
light upon that subject is this: Mr. Cook had stated | judge for himself, from the returns he required it to 
to me that such expressions, as are contained in the | make, of the propriety of continuing it a depository of 
suppressed paragraph of the letter A 5, were in the | public money; and, although I believed that the St, 
documents, and, afterwards, upon reading the printed | Louis Enquirer was sent to him, I enclosed him a pa. 
documents, and not being able to find these expres- | per containing my publication; and that he might 
sions, I reminded him of his having told me that there | have as perfect a control of the subject as possible, | 
were such expressions in some part of the documents. | prevailed upon Colonel Benjamin Stephenson, the 
I have always supposed that that was his reason for | receiver, and the President of the Bank of Edwards. 
examining the documents, for he afterwards stated | ville, who apprehended that ill consequences wou|j 
that the paragraphs were marked. result from my withdrawing from it, to write to the 

7. What led you to the examination of the docu- | Secretary of the Treasury upon the subject, and en- 
ments brought to your room by Mr. Cook, at your | close him one of my publications; and I advised him, 
request. in the meantime, to withhold all further deposites, ti} 

Answer. There were two objects. The first of he could receive the orders of the Secretary; and] 
which was that I heard of certain suggestions, which — he did eg Ido not positively know it. 
Tspposed were intended to crminate me in ean | sm him writ ih lee and enclose the pba 
a ere a ead calel " as ees nel Stephenson afterwards informed me that he had 
clay one or more let which beloved had | eee ete om the Geers, directing hn 

een written to Mr. Crawford in . The other ; ; ; . : 

was a statement which I had seen, or understood to ae rece ee aoe ~ 

; ’ i , ’ sR 1 en e 
= a Penmaes ne -s en ere ly believe, were written to the Secretary of the T'ea- 
per which he received from the Bank of Edwards- | Sty in 1819, for the purpose of apprizing him of the 
ville had been received by that bank before the date oe of = bank at oy or preg amd 
of the Re — —_— -n game to pay pre: | rete the lime gpd on ‘same The 

ecause I, myself, had made the arrangement wit ; z 
him concerning the bank, and knew that the first ar- none tgs oe Sra cede aaa = 
ticle of the contract, under which it became a deposi- = “ wt saat sae diate y hi h f ’ bli 
tory of public money, was, that the deposite should | good situation as any bank in which the public 





be entered to the credit of the Treasurer as cash. [ | ™Oney was then deposited. 


did not examine the documents with reference to any | According to the pledge which I gave in my publi- 
other objects. ' cation, I resigned my seat as a director, and though 


8. Were you at any time a director in the Ed- T was once elected to the same station since that 
wardsville Bank? Did you resign your seat as such | time, I refused to accept it, nor have I had any thing 
director? If yea, at what time? And was it or was to do with the management of the bank since the Fall 
it not because you believed that the circumstances of | °f the year 1819; and that I might not be liable even 
said bank were impaired, and that it would be com- | to the suspicion of having been influenced by inter- 
pelled to stop? When did said bank stop? ested motives, in consequence of a hundred shares 


; 3 which I held in the bank, I have never borrowed one 
_ Answer. I was a director of the Bank of Edwards- cent from it, though I paid the instalments required 
ville. It was organized about the time I left Edwards- . 
as : of me upon my shares, in good money. I presume 
ville, in the Fall of 1818, to take my seat in the Senate . . 

; ; the documents will show when the bank stopped; I 
of the United States. Previous to that time, the pub- think it was in 1821, in the latter part of the Summer 
lic moneys received at Kaskaskia and Edwardsville, | 5. the first of the Fall: i ae ; 

: : ; ° ; all; it continued, after that, to re- 
were deposited in the Bank of Missouri, at St. Louis, deem ite notes ender 160 dellase 
as I understood, by the directions of the Secretary of Question. Can you furnish to this committee « copy 
the Treasury ; and believing that the money received | o¢ the ublication referred to in your answer to the 
by these offices would be equally as safe in the Bank P y 
of Edwardsville as in the Bank of Missouri, in which 
opinion subsequent events have proved that I was not 
mistaken, I applied to the Secretary of the Treasury 
to have the money received by these offices deposited 
in the Bank of Edwardsville, which he readily agreed 
to do. On my return to Edwardsville, from Congress, 
in 1819, I found that a great run was made upon the ated ? 
bank, resulting, as I then believed, and still believe, | Mr. Dickins examined. 
from a formidable combination against it; and fearing Interrogatory. Were you at the office of the Intelli- 
that it might at some time or other fail to fulfil itsen- | gencer at any time during the printing of the docu- 
gagements to the Government, I determined to sustain | ments, of which (A 5) is a part? If yea, for what 
it against the run that was then made upon it, to get it, | purpose 2 A 
if possible, out of the reach of danger; and then to free | Answer. I do not know that I was at the office of 
myself from all responsibility with regard to it. Ac- | the Intelligencer during that time, nor do I know how 
cordingly, some time in the year 1819; J made a publi- | long the documents were in possession of the printers. 
cation in the St. Louis Enquirer, Edwardsville Spec- | I never saw the documents whilst in their possession, 
tator, and I think one other paper,,the object of which | nor expressed to them any wish, in relation to the 
was to give public notice, and to apprize the Secretary | documents. 


last interrogatory ? 

Answer. I cannot furnish such a copy, but think 
that Mr. Crawford could; and presume that Colonel 
Benton recollects it. I think it substantially contained 
in what I have stated, in pretty express terms. 


Turspay Mornine, February 19. 





1133 


Fesro 


Inte 
suppre 
the inl 
which 
acter 

Ans 
in my 
the bo 
the Cl 
is not 
that 
Cong! 

2. | 
the in 
enable 

Ani 
assum 
dersce 
black, 











1133 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1134 








FesRUARY, 1823. Bank of the United States. H. or R. 
— ee  eoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaea—aeeeeeaoel—>—>—KKKXK{{]{]—>—™>—>—>—T—T—>>====—=_—=_—=—{7[[{T7]>>=> 
D. to be placed,) and thence to this bank, was faithfully 

Mr. Burch examined. paid, with interest. If it had remained at either of 


those places, it would have been as faithfully paid. It 
was the property of the Government, and its character 
was not changed by this transfer. 

I am, very truly, &c. 


Interrogatory 1. Look at the underscoring upon the 
suppressed paragraph of (A 5;) is there any thing in 
the ink with which said underscoring has been made, 
which can lead you to pass any opinion upon the char- 
cter of the mark ? ; : 7 
: Answer. The underscoring upon the said letter is, A. Dicxxs, Esq 
in my opinion, ina different ink from that with which BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
the body of the letter is written. It is not the ink of} Mr. Hempnitt, from the committee to which 
the Clerk’s Office of the House of Representatives; it} were referred the memorial of several banking 
is not so black, but approaches nearer the color of} institutions and insurance companies in the State 
that furnished members during the lset session of of South Carolina, and a memorial of the Presi- 
Congress. . ie dent and Directors of the Bank of the United 

ae oe ene aoe ‘ie Re eee States, praying for the passage of certain laws in 
a wh identify it ? g relation to the Bank, and for certain alterations in 
‘ ’ , : : 

Answer. The ink, after being used for some time, ~— an a ae nl an was 
assumed a rusty color, such as is exhibited by the un- | T¢@4 and ordered to lie upon the table. e re- 
derscoring upon the letter (A 5;) instead of growing port is as follows: 
black, as it grows older, it fades and rusts. The committee report that the memorials claim the 

E interposition of Congress in four particulars. 
ie ‘i . 1. To change that part of the charter which pro- 
Mr. Cook re-examined on the 22d February. vides that no director, except the president, shall be 


Question 1. At what time did you first become ac- | eligible for more than three years in four. 


W. R. DICKINSON. 


quainted with the practice, in the office of the Intelli-| 2, ‘[ provide, by law, for the punishment of per- 
gencer, of omitting to print those parts of documents | sons who may be convicted of practising fraud on the 
marked with crosses, and included in brackets ? bank. 


Answer. I never heard of such a practice until [| 3, To authorize the board to appoint one or more 
heard it stated to the other committee of investigation | persons to sign notes of the smaller denominations at 
by the printers. the parent bank. 

Question 2. How long, after the documents were} 4, To pass a law by which the notes of the bank 
returned by you to the House, was it before you | shall only be receivable, in payments to the United 
moved that they should be printed ? States, at the bank or branch where they are made 

Answer. I think it was not more than two or three payable. 
days, but I cannot say exactly how long it was. As to the first, there are many inconveniences which 

Question 3. Do you think it was not on the same | arise from the short duration which is allowed to a di- 
day? rectorship; but the committee are not inclined at pre- 

Answer. I think it was not. It appears to me the | sent to make the change prayed for. 
documents lay in my drawer, in the House of Repre- As to the second, the committee report in favor of 
sentatives, at least one day before I made the motion, | jt, to the fullest extent prayed for, and think that sal- 
and probably longer. utary penal laws ought immediately to be passed on 

Question 4. Were you in the habit of locking your | the subject. 
drawer? As to the third, the committee think it is reasona- 

Answer. No, I was not, except on some occasions, | ble, and that it ought to be granted. The almost 
when the House adjourned from Friday, or Saturday, | constant manual labor of signing notes must too much 
until Monday; and not always then. exhaust the two principal officers of the bank, and, in 

a a greater or less degree, disqualify them from a due 
F. application of their minds to the extensive, critical, 
Bank or STEUBENVILLE, Feb. 10, 1823. 


and important concerns of the bank. 

Dear Srr: I have just received yours of the 29th} As to the fourth, the committee are obliged to go 
ultimo, calling my attention to a paragraph in my let- | into some detail upon it. If the arrangement prayed 
ter to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 3d of April, | for would be beneficial to the bank, and not injurious 
1819, which paragraph was omitted by the printer, on | to the Government, nor to local banks, nor to the 
a call of the House of Representatives. community at large, it ought to be granted; but 

I have examined the book containing the copy of | more especially ought it to be granted, if it will not 
that letter, and have conversed with the clerk of the | only be beneficial to the bank, but productive of pub- 
bank on the subject. We are both satisfied that no | lic good. 
part was underscored or marked in any way when it| Under the 14th section of the act incorporating the 
left the bank. How or by whom it was thus marked, | bank, the bills or notes of the bank, originally made 
or for what purpose, I am totally ignorant. 


payable, or which shall have become payable on de- 
Surely there was no just reason for suppressing 


mand, are made receivable in all payments to the 
that paragraph; the circumstance to which it referred | United States, unless otherwise directed by act of 
being really trifling in itself, although, in the warmth | Congress. as 
of the moment, I gave an importance to it which this It will be observed, in the first instance, that no al- 
unfortunate suppression is calculated to magnify. The | teration of the charter in relation to this provision is 
debt of eighteen thousand dollars, transferred from the | prayed for. It will also be observed, that the act in- 
Branch at Chillicothe to the Bank of Columbia, (where | corporating the bank did not consider this arrange- 


the whole amount of the special deposite was ordered | ment as unalterable ; it was to undergo the test of 
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time and experience. On the one hand, Congress re- 
served the power to change this provision whenever 
the public good should require it; and, on the other, 
the stockholders had every reason to expect that, if 
this provision should distress the bank, Congress 
would remove it, if by doing so no disadvantage would 
accrue to the Government. The question now, after 
a fair and full experiment on the subject, is, whether 
this provision is judicious or otherwise? and we can 
only arrive at the truth of this inquiry by comparing 
the consequences of this provision with that state of 
things which will most probably exist if it should be 
removed. 

The bank is to place the funds of the Government 
at any given point; and it is the duty of the bank, as 
far as possible, to preserve a sound currency in the 
country. The bank is not bound to pay its notes pre- 
sented by the Government, except where the notes 
are payable ; but, as it is bound to transfer the funds, 
little time only could be gained by refusing to pay 
them wherever recéived, and that refusal, perhaps, 
would be attended with inconvenience to the Govern- 
ment; and, accordingly, the bank pays the notes 
wherever received, without reference to the places 
where they are payable. The result is, at times, em- 
barrassing to the bank. 


The practical effect of the provision under consider- 
ation will be more clearly perceived by attending to 
the usual course of business, and to the state of ex- 
change. The exchanges between the West and At- 
lantic have always been against the former. The ex- 
changes between the North and the South are, for one 
portion of the year, against the latter, and for another 
in its favor. When the exchanges are unfavorable to 
the South and West, the notes of the Southern and 
Western branches are taken to the North to pay the 
balance of debt; they are equal to cash, without the 
expense of transfer, as they are receivable in payment 
of duties to the Government. To give the best view 
of this part of the subject, the committee will incorpo- 
rate a part of the report of the committee of the bank, 
presented to Congress in the session of 1820. 

Speaking of the branch notes, it says: ‘‘ they are 
equal to cash, or very nearly so, in all the principal 
cities north of the Potomac. They are so because they 
are receivable in payment of duties to the Govern- 
ment; the portion of which payable to the north of 
the Potomac, in any quarter of the fiscal year of 1819, 
was, taking that year as an example, nearly as much 
as the whole circulation of the Bank of the United 
States at the same time, and of course kept up a 
steady demand for the notes of the Southern and 
Western branches. The union of this demand with 
the course of exchanges draws the whole of the notes 
of the Western offices to the Atlantic, and, at particu- 
lar seasons of the year, the greater part of the notes of 
the Southern offices to the North. The revenue col- 
lected to the South being comparatively small, there 
can never be any material reflux of their notes, be- 
cause they will be absorbed by the Northern demand 
before the exchanges turn, and the balance of pay- 
ments being always against the West, there is never 
any towards that quarter. We will now proceed to 
enumerate some of the evils resulting from the receipt | 
of the notes of the bank and its branches in this man- | 
ner, and under these circumstances : 

“Ist. It greatly deranges and distresses the money 
market, both of the places where the notes are re- 
ceived, and where they are payable. The bank at Phil- 
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adelphia, and the offices at New York and Boston, dij 
not receive less than between five and six millions of 
the notes of the offices south and west of them in the 
short period of fourteen months, exclusive of the notes 
of the office at Washington, These points were obliged 
to pay the Government the amount of these notes, 
and in vain sought for speedy reimbursement from the 
offices where they were payable. The state of the ey. 
changes which caused this flux of their notes, created 
an inability to reimburse the offices which had received 
them until the exchanges turned. The offices receiy. 
ing them, were, of necessity, obliged to curtail their 
business suddenly, to provide the means of paying them, 
Accordingly, the curtailments at Philadelphia, New 
York, and Boston, within the same period, amounted 
to upwards of four and a half millions of dollars, and 
exhausted almost the whole of the capital placed at 
these points. The capital of New York and Boston 
united was, at some periods, Jess than nothing. What 
distress and embarrassment must have been caused by 
these circumstances, will easily be conceived by those 
who have reflected on the nature and effects of the 
sudden withdrawal of a large portion of the active 
capital of a trading community. 


“The evil suffered in the community where the 
notes were thus received and paid, was not all. The 
officers whose notes were thus received and paid were 
necessarily called pon to provide the means of re- 
imbursement, and curtailments to a corresponding 
amount were ordered in them, and like distress and 
embarrassment produced in the communities where 
they were located. Double the amount of the notes 
thus circulated was in this way withdrawn from us to 
provide for their payment. The aggregate curtail- 
ments in the fourteen months before alluded to (from 
ist September, 1818, to lst November, 1819) were 
upwards of ten and a half millions of dollars, and it is 
confidently believed it would not have been necessary 
to have reduced the discounts of the bank a single 
cent but for this cause. When these reductions 
commenced, the discounts were very moderate for 
the capital of the bank. They did not amount to 
$42,000,000. 

‘* Nor is the extent of the distress and embarrassment 
measured by the immediate effects of the reduction of 
the discounts of the bank and its branches. These re- 
ductions, in their operation, throw back upon the State 
banks a portion of their circulation, and reduce their 
deposites, and they also are obliged to curtail their busi- 
ness, and add to the general mass of distress. 


‘¢ The uncertain liability of the bank and its branch- 
es, as each is in a certain degree liable to pay the 
notes of all the rest, and the perpetual alteration of the 
capital of each, by paying the hotes of the others, and 
having its notes paid by them, puts it beyond the 
power of calculation to determine the extent of busi- 
ness which can be safely done, and leaves the bank to 
vacillate between the hazards of rashness, and the 
fruitless results of a torpid prudence: to-day, a branch 
shall have a million of capital, and in three months it 
may be without a cent. 

“2d. It diminishes and deranges the currency 0! 
the whole country. The bank was under the neces- 
sity, to protect itself irom danger, and to avoid charg- 
ing itself to an unlimited amount with the cost of ad- 
verse exchanges, to forbid the offices, with which the 
exchanges were unfavorable, to issue their notes. It, 
however, issued its own notes, and the offices against 
which the exchanges did not run, issued their notes 
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; could, had its capital not been deranged by this very | 
| cause, have given a greater addition to the currency } 
with the greatest ease and safety, if a demand had | 
| existed for it, by increasing its specie. 
| be greater than a decreasing currency. 
| of a great man, ‘poverty, and beggary, and sloth,’ 
| followin its train. 


| occur as a rare calamity, once, perhaps, in a century, | 
' but will be renewed with every flux and reflux of the | 
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without any limit but that of the demand ; yet the cir- | banks, their currency is 


culation of the bank was, by this cause, greatly de- 

d. Thus, for example, in the short space of five 
months, from the Ist April, 1819, to the 30th August, 
1819, it was reduced from $6,045,428 to $3,838, 386. 


«This, however, does not show the entire extent 
of the abstraction from the currency, which this cause 
produces. Let it be supposed that the circulation of 


Bank of the United States. 
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diminished, and that state of 


things which is called a scarcity of money, is produced, 
exchange rises, and, when the revenue is to be re- 
mitted, the means of doing it no longer exist.” 


As bank notes represent specie, such a relationship 


should be maintained between them as to enable a 
given amount of specie to sustain as large a paper 
circulation as could be instantly converted into specie ; 


the bank is four millions of dollars, and that one-half | but this can never be accomplished while specie must 


of it has been issued by offices to the South and West, 
and it is in use for the purposes of being remitted to 
the North and East. It is, thereby, as much taken 
out of the currency as if it were destroyed; and it 
leaves only two millions of currency furnished by the 
bank. But the bank will, probably, have four millions 
of specie in its vaults, and it cannot safely have less 
under these peculiar circumstances ; this sum, also, is 
withdrawn from circulation. ‘Thus, the bank, not by 
its fault, but by the necessity which is imposed upon 
it, has withdrawn four millions of specie from the cur- 
rency, and has given a substitute, in its notes, only to 
the amount of five millions. In this view, the cur- 
rency has been diminished two millions. But even 
this is not the worst view of it. Let us suppose that 
the notes of the bank and its branches could not be 


¥ converted into bills of exchange, and there is no doubt 
it is presumed, that, with its high credit, it could 


easily do what many local banks have accomplished. 
It could circulate two dollars of its bills for every dol- | 
lar it should have in its vaults. Then, it is supposed | 
to have four millions of dollars in its vaults, and could 

circulate eight millions of its notes, which would be 

equal to gold and silver. It then would have added 

four millions to the currency, while, at present, it di- | 
ninishes it to the amount of two millions, making a | 
practical difference of no less than six millions in the 
sound currency of the country. ‘The view may even 
be extended, because the Bank of the United States | 


No evil can 
In the words 


“But this evil of a decreasing currency will not | 


exchanges between the different portions of the coun- 
try,as long as the bills of the Bank of the United 
States are thus receivable by the Government. 

“3d. It makes the necessary public burdens, in some 


instances, doubly oppressive. In all the States south 
of Virginia, and in nearly, if not all, the Western 


be provided at so many different places for the pay- 
ment of the same note ; the uncertainty of the places 
where the notes will be presented for the payment 
must at all times confound tbe most discreet calcula- 
tion for the maintenance of a proper relation between 
the specie and paper circulation. To the Govern- 
ment it can be of no advantage, as debts must be paid 
to the Government where due, and its funds, the bank 
is obliged to transfer from place to place, at the plea- 
sure of Government. 


In the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 


his report to the second session of the Sixteenth Con- 
gress, the alteration wou!d be beneficial to the com- 
| munity ; it is as follows : 


‘‘ Preliminary to a resort to internal taxation of any 


kind, the charter of the Bank of the United States 
ought to be amended, so as to make the bills of all 
| the offices of the bank, except that at the Seat of Gov- 
| ernment, receivable only in the States where they are 


made payable, and in the States and Territories where 
no office is established—the effect of this modification 
would by, to make the notes of the offices of the Bank 
of the United States, except the office in this District, 
a local currency, which will enter and continue in the 
local circulation of the States in which they are issued 
—the notes thus issued will render the local circula- 
tion of the States sound, and furnish to the citizens the 
means of discharging their contributions to the Gov- 
ernment. 

“ This measure will also place the State institutions, 
to the south and west of this city, in a more eligible 
situation, in relation to the offices of the Bank of the 
United States, by enabling them to adjust their ac- 


| counts with these offices by the exchange of notes, in- 


stead of liquidating their balances by the payment of 
specie.” 

To the portions of the country where the balance of 
trade is generally unfavorable, it must be injurious, as 
it deprives them of every benefit which the sound cur- 
rency of the Bank of the United States is capable of 
affording to them; the Bank, in such places, for its 
own defence, being obliged entirely to suspend the is- 
suing of notes. 

To the portions of the country where the exchange 





States, the Government of the United States does not | is at intervals unfavorable, it is injurious, because it 
expend half the revenue it collects ; the surplus must | occasions an unprofitable and distressing fluctuation 
be remitted to other points, where it is necessarily | in the paper circulation of the place; for, in propor- 
to be expended. This draws so much of the capital | tion to the disappearance of branch notes, must inev- 
of those States from them, and adds it to the capital | itably follow curtailments, not only of the branch, but 
of another—New York for example. This is not a | of the local banks. The Southern banks sensibly feel 
subject of complaint, though it is certainly an evil. | the effects of this vacillating and disordered state of 
But when the revenue of New York is collected in the | things; and their memorial contains the following re- 
notes of the offices of the South and the West, per- | marks on the subject: That “they are perfectly satis- 
haps to an equal amount, and drawn from the neces- | fied, if the notes of each office of the Bank of the 
sary currency of these portions of the country, the | United States were made receivable only at such office, 
evil produced by the remittance of the surplus revenue | and thereby confined in their circulation to the State 
becomes intolerable, because the means of making it | in which they were issued, and to those parts of the 
have been taken away. The capital of these States | adjacent States more immediately connected with it 
is fettered by the necessary curtailments of their | in commerce, that very great benefits would result to 
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the different banking institutions in particular, and to 
the community in general. 

“The offices would then issue their notes on pre- 
cisely the same principles, and in the same propor- 
tions, as the State banks; and their business would 
be conducted, according to their several capitals, on 
terms of perfect reciprocity, the rates of exchange 
would then become more uniform and moderate, by 
an increase of competitors in regular exchange opera- 
tions. The different moneyed institutions, and the 
community, would be relieved from the exactions 
which they occasionally feel, and of which they are 
always apprehensive. Good will would exist towards 
an institution very capable of even now affording 
great advantages to the Government; and harmony 
would be restored between it and every part of the 
community.” 

The regulation, as it now exists, operates as a prac- 
tical prohibition to issue any notes in’ the Western 
States, and to alike prohibition to issue them to the 
South, during six months in the year; while the col- 
lection of the revenue, and the convenience of the peo- 
ple, in these quarters of the Union, require them to be 
issued continually. 


To simplify the case, let any given district be se- 
lected, where there is no sound currency, and where 
no notes of the Bank of the United States can, at 
present, be issued, for the reasons already given. 

If the notes, when issued, could only be receivable 
at the office issuing them, their circulation would be 
limited. The office, for its own benefit, must do busi- 
ness; the notes of solvent individuals would be dis- 
counted, and a sound paper would be put in circula- 
tion, which could not leave the boundary which prac- 
tice would prescribe for it. The holders of branch 
notes could demand silver whenever wanted for trans- 
portation, and the expense of this transfer, as in the 
ordinary cases of trade, would soon bring business to 
a safe and proper level; and some sound standard 
among the local banks would follow as a necessary 
consequence. 


The same reasoning would, in part, apply to places 
where exchanges fluctuate. At present, the branch 
notes are often unnaturally taken from the places at 
which they are wanted, and carried to places where 
they are not wanted. 

If the desired arrangement was effected, the bank 
would be enabled to put into circulation a much larger 
quantity of sound paper than at present; by which 
the bank, and the Government, being the owner of 
one-fifth of the stock, would be greatly benefited ; and 
from its operation, it is believed that the community 
at large would enjoy real advantages. 


What substantial reason can be given for an adher- 
ence to this provision of the law? 

In what manner does it produce any public good? 

Its operation on exchange is ineffectual. 

In reference to any two given places, when the bal- 
ance of trade is against the one, gold and silver there 
will be of less value than at the other, by the expense 
of transportation ; and the exchange will always be 
about equal to this expense. The nature of trade will 
keep this balance alternating, and it may be, gener- 
ally, against one place in a certain direction, while, at 
the same time, it is in its favor in another direction; 
but the design of making paper circulation for the 
purpose of exchange better than the specie it rep- 
resents, appears to be in a great degree fallacious. 
The bank can never equalize exchange; the expense 


EE 





of exchange must be borne by the debtors, in the 
debtor part of the country, and every attempt to give 
a different direction to it will be baffled. It is alien 
to the inflexible laws of trade, and cannot be realizeq, 

Indeed, if the branch notes can be drawn directly 
from the office, they will, of course, be free of the usual 
expense of exchange; but this rarely happens ; the 
real debtor, who uses them as exchange, has gener. 
ally to pay to the money dealers a premium higher 
than a just premium on exchange in its accustomed 
form. 

The Southern institutions, and the most respectable 
citizens in Charleston, who are materially interested, 
and who have witnessed the effect produced in prac. 
tice, have informed us, in their memorial, that the 
business of exchange will be improved, and the ex. 
change itself moderated. 

There are exceptions, which, perhaps, it will be 
proper to make. 

The notes of the parent bank may be receivable at 
any of the branches. 

The notes of the office at Washington might be re- 
ceivable at the parent bank and the branches, and, for 
the convenience of travellers, the five dollar bills of 
the bank ought to be receivable every where, and all 
the notes of the bank and its branches may be re- 
ceived in the States and Territories where the bank has 
no establishment. 

As it is no part of the charter, the law can be re- 
pealed at the pleasure of Congress, and, to guard it, 
in the most effectual manner, let the law, for the sake 
of an experiment, be limited to two years; it will 
then require a re-enactment, which cannot be pro- 
cured unless its utility shall have been proved by 
experience. 

There are but few considerations that are more mo- 
mentous than that which relates to the currency of the 
country; and it belongs to the Bank of the United 
States, as far as possible, to preserve its soundness. 
It is an institution that is entitled to a patient and 
calm hearing ; its advantages to the country have been 
great, while its sufferings are but too well known. 
Errors, if any have been committed, it is hoped expe- 
rience will correct; prejudices, if any existed, it is 
hoped have now subsided, and that reason alone will, 
in the end, prevail. 

The following resolution is offered : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Bank of the 
United States be instructed to prepare and bring in 4 
bill agreeable to the above report. 


JOHN POLEREZSKY. 


A successful motion was made by Mr. Her- 
RICK to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the further consideration of the bill for the 
relief of John Polerezsky, a major in the war of 
Independence. 

The bill being before the House— 

Mr. Herrick moved to fill the blank with 
“twenty” dollars, so as to allow him a pension ot 
twenty dollars per month, &c.; which motion 
was agreed to—ayes 49, noes 47. 

Mr. LirrLe moved further to amend the bill 
by inserting the name of “Peter Le Clerc, al 
eight dollars per month.” 

This motion, after some conversation between 
Mr. Herrick, who opposed the motion, and Mr. 
LirtLe, in support of it, was negatived. 


Mr. Wuippte, considering the principle 12- 
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volved in the decision had on this bill to be very 
important, as it would materially affect the appli- 
cations for relief, by pension, of future applicants, 
&c., required the ayes and noes on the third read- 
ing of this bill; in which call he was sustained. 

r. Rwea proceeded to remark against the 
principle this bill established, when, having fin- 
ished— 

Mr. TayLor, deeming a matter of so private a 
nature as this should not be made subject to a de- 
cision by yeas and nays, at this hour of the ses- 
sion, moved to lay the bill on the table; which 
motion was agreed to—ayes 71, noes 40. 


The House, on motion of Mr. InGHam, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill authorizing the employ- 
ment of certain additional clerks for the different 
public offices therein mentioned. Several amend- 
ments were made to this bill, with but little oppo- 
sition; when, on the question to engross the bill 
fora third reading— 

Mr. Cocke prefaced a motion to lay the bill on 
the table with some remarks, indicating his opin- 
ion that there was a want of necessary informa- 
tion on this subject, and questioning the neces- 
sity of making the tenure of these offices lawful. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to lie on the table, and agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act to provide for 
certain persons engaged in the land and naval ser- 
vice of the United States in the Revolutionary 
war ;” and concurred in all of them, except that 
which proposes to add the following to the bill, 
as a fourth section : 


“Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That every pen- 
sion Which may become payable, in pursuance of the 
provisions of this act, or the acts to which this is a 
supplement, shall, from and after the 4th day of Sep- 
tember next, be reduced twenty per cent. on the 





amount now payable by law, to the pensioners, re- | 


spectively.” 

An amendment being proposed to this section, 
and debate arising, 

The previous question was called for, and being 
demanded by a majority of the members present, 
the said previous question was put in the form pre- 
scribed by the rules of the House, to wit: Shall 
the main question be now put? and passed in the 
affirmative. 

The said main question was then put, to wit: 
Will the House concur with the Senate in amend- 
ing the said bill, by adding the aforesaid fourth 
section thereto? And was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 55, nays 102, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Allen of Tenneasce, 
Archer, Bassett, Bateman, Burton, Cannon, Condict, 
Conkling, Conner, Cook, Crafts, Darlington, Denni- 
son, Eddy, Edwards of North Carolina, Findlay, 
Floyd, Gebhard, Govan, Hall, Hamilton, Harvey, 
Hooks, Hubbard, Ingham, Jackson, F. Johnson, Keyes, 
Kirkland, McCoy, McNeill, Matson, Mattocks, Met- 


calfe, Moore of Virginia, Moore of Alabama, Murray, | 


Newton, Plumer of New Hampshire, Poinsett, Rich, 
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Ross, Russell, Saunders, Sloane, Arthur Smith, Alex- 
ander Smyth, A. Stevenson, Tattnall, Trimble, Udree, 
Williams of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, 
and Wood. 

Nars—Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Massachusetts, 
Ball, Barber of Connecticut, Barber of Ohio, Baylies, 
Bayly, Bigelow, Blackledge, Borland, Breckenridge, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burrows, Cambreleng, Campbell 
of Ohio, Carter, Cassedy, Chambers, Cocke, Colden, 
Cushman, Dane, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, Edwards 
of Connecticut, Farrelly, Forrest, Forward, Fuller, 
Garnett, Gilmer, Gist, Gorham, Hardin, Harris, Hawks, 
Hemphill, Herrick, Hill, Hobart, Holcombe, Jennings, 
J. 8. Johnston, Jones of Tennessee, Kent, Lathrop, 
Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchfield, Little, McCarty, McDuf- 
fie, McSherry, Mallary, Matlack, Mercer, Mitchell of 


| Pennsylvania, Mitchell of South Carolina, Morgan, 


Neale, Nelson of Massachusetts, New, Patterson of 
New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phillips, Pier- 
son, Pitcher, Plumer of Pennsylvania, Rankin, Reed of 
Massachusetts, Reed of Maryland, Rhea, Rochester, 
Russ, Scott, William Smith, J. S. Smith, Sterling of 
Connecticut, Sterling of New York, J. Stephenson, 
Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Thompson, Tod, Tomlinson, 
Tracy, Upham, Vance, Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, 
Walker, Walworth, Warfield, Whipple, White, Wil- 
son, Woodcock, Woodson, and Wright. 


The House then adjourned until 7 o’clock P. M. 


Evening Session. 

The House again proceeded to consider the bill, 
supplementary to “An act for the better organi- 
zation of the courts of the United States within 
the State of New York;” and the amendment 
proposed by Mr. WaLwortn, and thereto depend- 
ing, being withdrawn, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time to-day. 

Engrossed bills, of the following titles, towit: An 
act to establish an additional land office in the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan; An act to discontinue certain 
post routes, and to establish others; An act sup- 
plementary to an act for the better organization 
of the courts of the United States in the State of 
New York; An act to authorize the laying out 
and opening certain public roads in the Territory 
of Florida ; An act amending, and supplementary 
to, “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to 
land in the Territory of Florida; and to provide 
for the survey and disposal of the public lands in 
Florida; and, An act to authorize the Postmaster 
General to pay for certain repairs to the General 
Post Office, and to keep the engine house, the fire 
engine and apparatus, in repair; were severally 
read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill concerning invalid pension- 
ers; which was reported with sundry amend- 
ments; which were concurred in by the House, 
and the bill ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
| third time to-day. ; 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whoie, on the bill to carry into effect the ninth 
article of the treaty concluded between the United 
| States and Spain, on the 22d February, 1819; 
| which was reported without amendment, and 
|ordered to be engrossed. and read a third time 














| to-day. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of | that the Senate have passed bills of the followin 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of James’ titles, to wit: An act to commute the pension of 
Ross ; the bill for the relief of James H. Clarke ;| Lieutenant Alfred Flournoy; An act to permit 
and a bill for the relief of John Coffee; which | Anna Dubord to bring certain slaves into the 
were reported without amendment ; and the bill | State of Louisiana; An act to enable the 





for the relief of James Ross was laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of James H. Clarke and 
the bill for the relief of John Coffee were ordered 
to be engrossed, and severally read a third time 
to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to remit the 
instalments due on certain lots in Shawneetown, 
in the State of Illinois; which was reported with- 
out amendment, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of Thaddeus 
Mayhew ; the bill for the relief of Nathan Bran- 
son, and the bill for the relief of the administrators 
of Mahlon Ford, deceased ; which were all reported 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and severally read a third time to-day. 

Engrossed bills, of the following titles, to wit: 
An act to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to remit the instalments due 
on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the State of 
Illinois; An act to carry into effect the ninth ar- 
ticle of the treaty concluded between the United 
States and Spain, on the 22d February, 1819; An 
act concerning invalid pensioners ; An act for the 
relief of John Coffee; and, An act for the relief 
of James H. Clarke; were severally read a third 
time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of John Jen- 
kins; a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Jacintha Vidal, Thomas Thompson, and 
Margaret Thompson; a bill for the relief of Wood- 
son Wren; and a bill for the relief of William 
T. Nimmo. The two first were reported with 
amendments ; which amendments were concurred 


in by the House, and the bills ordered to be en-| 


grossed, and severally read a third time to-day. 
Engrossed bills, of the following titles, to wit: 
An act for the relief of Thaddeus Mayhew; An 
act for the relief of Nathan Branson; and, An 
act for the relief of Woodson Wren; were sever- 
ally read the third time, and passed. 
he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill granting to the Corpora- 


| . proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury Devertnea 


to audit and settle the accounts of the surveyor of 
public lands in the States of Illinois and Missour}, 
| and Territory of Arkansas, for extra clerk-hire jy 
| his office; An act for the relief of Nimrod Far. 
row, Richard Harris, and their securities ; An act 
for extending the time for locating Virginia mij- 
itary land warrants, and returning surveys thereon 
to the General Land Office; An act for the relief 
of Edward Evat; An act for the relief of the 
heirs of Johnston Blakely ; An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled “ An act to designate the boun- 
daries of districts, and establish land offices fo; 
the disposal of the public lands, not heretofore of. 
fered for sale in the States of Ohio and Indiana: 
| An act for the relief of Robert F. Stockton; Ay 
} act for the punishment of frauds committed oy 
| the Government of the United States; An act fo 
| clearing, repairing, and improving, certain roads, 
| for the purpose of facilitating the transportation 
of the United States mail ; An act to alter the 
time of holding the district court of the United 
| States for the district of Kentucky; An act to 
| continue in force the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
| vide for reports of the decisions of the Suprem 
| Court,” passed the third day of March, one thous- 
| and eight hundred and seventeen; An act for the 
| relief of Taylor Bury; and, also, a resolution 
| gpenting to the Washington Library a copy of 
| the public documents, laws, and journals; i 
| which bills and resolution they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 
| Engrossed bills, of the following titles, to wit: 
| An act for the relief of James Royal; and, An 
act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Jacintha Vidal, Thomas Thompson, and Marga- 
| ret Thompson; were severally read a third time, 
| and passed. 
[Norr.—These two bills were not taken to the 
| Senate, that body having adjourned about the time 
| they passed this House, and, under the joint rules, 
| they would not be received on the succeeding day. ] 


| And then the House adjourned. 





Fripay, February 28. 
Mr. Newton, from the Committee on Com- 


tion of the oy of Mobile, in the State of Ala- | merce, to which was referred the bill from the 
bama, certain lots of ground in said city; a bill | Senate, entitled “An act to authorize the building 
for the relief of James Royal ; a bill for the relief | of light-houses, light-vessels, and beacons, therein 
of James Smith; a bill for the relief of certain | mentioned, and for other purposes,” reported the 
persons who have paid duties on certain goods | same without amendment, and it was committed 
imported into Castine; and a bill for the relief of | to a Committee of the whole House on the state 
William Whitehead and others. The three first | of the Union. 
mentioned were reported without amendment, and | Several committees were discharged from the 
leave had for the Committee of the Whole to sit | further consideration of subjects before them. 
again on the two last mentioned bills. Mr. Scorrt, from the Committee on the Public 
The three first mentioned bills were ordered to! Lands, to which was referred a bill from the 
be engrossed, and severally read a third time to- | Senate to authorize and empower the recorder of 


day. ; a incomplete titles to land, &c., reported it. 
A message from the Senate informed the House} After a good deal of debate, in which Mr. Rav- 
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xin, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Tay.or opposed the bill, | 
and Mr. Scorr strenuously supported it, the bill 
was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Scott, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was referred a bill from the Sen- 
ate, “to establish an additional land office in the 
State of Missouri,” reported the same with an 
amendment; and the amendment having been 
read, it was concurred in by the House. 

The question being on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, Mr. Basserr and Mr. Cocke op- | 
posed the passage of the bill, and Mr. Scorr sup- 

orted it. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
pill to a third reading, and agreed to. 

Mr. ConDIcT, with a view of lessening the great 
number of private bills for the relief of individuals, | 
now on the docket of the House, asked leave to 
ofler the following resolution : | 

Resolved, With the concurrence of the Senate, | 
That so much of the seventeenth joint rule of the two | 
Houses, as prohibits bills originating in either branch | 
of the Legislature, being sent to the other for concur- | 
rence, upon this day, be suspended. 


Mr. McCoy, Mr. Tomutnson, Mr. Cocke, and 
Mr. Ruga, each considering the rule which pre- 
vents bills originated in either House during the | 
three last days of the session, being acted upon by | 
either, as one of the most valuable rules which had | 
ever been adopted for the government of that body, | 
opposed the leave asked for. 

On the question to grant the leave asked, it was | 

} 


HISTORY OF 








determined in the negative; and the resolution, 
of course, fell, leave not being granted to present it. | 
Mr. Futcer moved the following resolution: | 


Resolved, That the President of the United States | 
be requested to communicate to this House, as far as | 
the public interest will permit, what measures have | 


been taken to remove or annul the illegal and pretend- | 


"Proceedings. 
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made; and, while one was pending before the 
House, the previous question was demanded by 
Mr. Moors, of Alabama, and sustained by the 
House. The main question being put, was finally 
decided in the affirmative; and the bill was or- 
dered to a third reading, and was read a third 
time, passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to 
wit: 1st. An act to enable the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department to audit and 
settle the accounts of the Surveyor of Public 
Lands in the States of Illinois and Missouri, and 
Territory of Arkansas, for extra clerk hire in his 
office ; 

2d. An act, supplementary to the act, entitled 
An act to designate the boundaries of districts, 
and establish land offices for the disposal of the 
public lands not heretofore offered for sale in the 
States of Ohio and Indiana; 

3d. An act for the punishment of frauds com- 
mitted on the Government of the United States; 

4th. An act to continue in force the act, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for reports of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court,” passed the 3d day of 
March, 1817; 

5th. An act to permit Anna Dubord to bring 
certain slaves into the State of Louisiana ; 

6th. An act for the relief of Taylor Berry ; 

7th. An act to commute the pension of Lieu- 
tenant Alfred Flournoy ; 

Sth. An act for the relief of the heirs of John- 
ston Blakeley ; 

9th. An act for the reliet of Edward Evat; 

10th. An act for clearing, repairing, and im- 
proving certain roads, for the purpose of facilita- 
ting the transportation of the United States’ 
mail ;— 

Were severally read the first and second time, 
and referred; the lst and 2d to the Committee on 


ed blockade of the ports of the Spanish Main; to ob- | the Public Lands; the 3d, 4th, and 5th, to the 
tain a restitution of vessels of the United States cap- | Committee on the Judiciary; the 6th and 7th to 
tured by privateers fitted out in Porto Rico and other | the Committee on Private Land Claims; the 8th 
Spanish Islands, under the pretext of breach of the said | to the Committee on Naval Affairs; the 9th to the 


blockade ; and to prevent such illegal and unwarrant- | 
able captures hereafter. 


The resolution lies on the table one day. 
Mr. Conpicr offered the following resolution, | 
which, being of a character with the preceding | 
one, must lie on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed | 
to report, at an early period of the next session of 
Congress, what further measures are necessary to pro- 
vide for a more equitable compensation to deputy 


| 


postmasters, according to the duties and services ren- | 


dered by them. 


A bill from the Senate “ for the relief of Nim- 
rod Farrow, Richard Harris, &c.,” was read a 
first and second time. An animated and even 
eloquent debate arose upon the merits of Mr. Far- 
row and others, to the relief which the bill pro- 


poses granting them, in which Mr. FLoyp, Mr. J. | 


Speep Smirs, Mr. Moore, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 


Committee of Claims; and the 10th to the Com- 


| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Robert F. Stockton,” was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to-day. 

The resolution from the Senate, “ granting to 
the Washington Library a copy of the public 
Documents, Laws, and Journals,” was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to 


| establish an additional land office in the State of 
| Missouri,” was read the third time, and passed. 


An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of John Jenkins,” was read the third time, 
and passed. [This bill, having passed within the 
three last days of the session, could not be received 
by the Senate, in consequence of the operation of 
| a joint rule.] 





McCoy, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Baxt, and Mr. J. S. 
Jounsron strongly supported, and Mr. Wat- 
wortu and Mr. Cocke opposed the claim to relief. 

Several propositions to amend the bill were 


An engrossed bill for the relief of William T. 

| Nimmo, was read the third time; and, on motion, 
it was ordered that it be laid on the table. 

| The bill from the Senate extending the time for 
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locating Virginia Military Land Warrants and trade to be the scourge of Africa, the disgrag, 
returning surveys, was read twice, and, being and affliction of both Europe and America. y, 
amended, was ordered to a third reading, and the papers lying before me disclose the melancho)y 
afterwards finally passed. fact, that, notwithstanding the active and zealoy, 
A bill from the Senate to alter the times of efforts of Great Britain and America, to Suppress 
holding the District Court of the United States | this iniquitous traffic, seconded, as those efforts ha; 
in Kentucky, was read twice, and ordered to a_ been, by the treaties of the former with three of th 
third reading to-day, and afterwards finally passed. principal maritime Powers of Europe, the Afy. 
: can slave trade continues to spread its ravages oye, 
SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. that much injured continent; increasing annually 
Mr. Mercer called for the consideration of the both in extent and malignity. Since this traj, 
following resolution : has been condemned by the moral feelings of aj 
Resolved, That the President of the United States Christendom, it has fallen into the hands of the 
be requested to enter upon, and to prosecute from time most daring and hardened adventurers. Shielde 
to time, such negotiations with the several maritime from search, by the maxims of ae law, ni 
Powers of Europe and America, as he may deem ex- efforts of the maritime power of England ani 
pedient for the effectual abolition of the African slave America can overtake or punish them. So long 
trade, and its ultimate denunciation, as piracy, under | as the right of common search and punishment ; 
the law of nations, by the consent of the civilized | withheld, so long may the flag of a single Stay 
world. cover this detestable commerce. Indeed, the pur. 
Mr. M. prefaced his motion to take up this reso- | tial restraints now imposed upon this traffic, by 
lution, submitted by him to the House on a former | enhancing its profit and its danger, serve only t 
day, by stating that, notwithstanding the advanced | whet the cupidity of avarice, and to augment the 
stage of the session, he laid claim to the indulgence | sufferings of its victims. The heart recoils with 
of the House, for a consideration of the resolution _ horror from the narratives of cruelty and guilt re 
which had been just read, on the ground that he | counted in the volumes before me. From two 
had forborne to urge its consideration until that African rivers—the Bonny and the Calabar—bot) 
portion of the public business had been disposed emptying into the Atlantic, north of the line: 
of, which, requiring the co-operation of the two from a very small portion of an extensive coast 
Houses, could not, by their new rule, be transact- | to the whole of which the slave trade has been in- 
ed after the last evening. He trusted that the | terdicted, by the united voice of all Europe, two 
House would regard this appeal to their favor, as hundred and fifty cargoes of human beings have 
deriving some support from the recollection that | been transported in a single year! Of these one- 
he had abstained from any participation in debate | third are supposed to have perished in the middle 
upon many interesting topics which occupied their passage! The mixed commission courts of Great 
attention at an earlier period of the session. Were Britain and her allies have not, from their first io- 
it allowable, on a motion take up a resolution, to | stitution down to the present period, pronounced 
enter upon its merits, he would venture to say, | more than twenty sentences of condemnation on 
that a more important question, whether regard | the numerous vessels engaged in this traffic ; and 
be had to the policy, the justice, or the humanity | the court established at the great slave mart of 
of the nation, had not been presented to the delib- | Cuba, not one! 
eration of the House, than that which wasinvolved | Mr. Speaker, the volumes before me abound 
in the resolution that he now asked the House to | with unquestionable evidence of the deplorable 
consider, and to dispose of according to their | extent to which these horrible cargoes are smug 
wisdom. | gled into our Southern States. This evidence 
The House having agreed to consider it, Mr. M. | consists of numerous letters from the custom-house 
proceeded to say, in substance, as follows: After | officers of the United States, the faithful though 
experiencing the indulgence of the House, I shall | ineffectual agents of our laws for the exclusion of 
avoid trespassing on their patience, by confining | this forbidden, impolitic, and guilty commerce 
my argument, in support of the resolution, to the | Their testimony is confirmed, in my knowledge. 
narrowest compass. The commerce which this | as it must be in that of an honorable colleague of 
resolution seeks to suppress, by a combination of | mine in my eye, (Mr. Fuoyp,) by what another 
the moral and physical power of the civilized | honorable member, now a Minister abroad, (Mr 
world, has been declared, many years ago, by a | Middleton, of South Carolina,) declared five years 
convention of the principal Powers cf Europe, to | ago to be his belief, that not less than thirteen 
be the disgrace of that continent, and the scourge | thousand African negroes were annually smuggled 
and calamity of Africa. | into the Southern States. Within a few days past, 
The Government of the United States prohib- | I have been informed, by the highly respectable 
ited it as soon as it had acquired Constitutional | representative of the most remote of those States, 
power to do so; and, by a succession of laws, in- | (Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana,) that numerous in- 
creasing in severity, three years ago denounced it | stances have more recently occurred of the illicit 
as piracy. The report of the committee to the | introduction of this popelition, through Galves- 
House of Representatives, which accompanied the | ton, and the adjacent shores, into the Territory 0! 
bill to this effect, in the first session of the Six-; Louisiana. If the United States, and especially 
teenth Congress, borrowing the language of the | the Southern States of this Union, were exposed 
memorable Congress of Vienna, pronounced this | to the hazard of having their settled and salutary 
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baffled by the cupidity of these daring ad- 
yenturers, before the recent acquisition of Florida, 
how greatly is that hazard augmented by a sea- 
coast, without inhabitants, of great extent, border- 
ed by numerous islands, indented by many com- 
modious inlets, and immediately opposite to the 
creat slave market of the West Indies. To guard 
a coast like this, whole squadrons of revenue cut- 
ters, and armies of custom-house officers, would 
prove ineffectual. An hour or two, or at most a 
single night, suffices to perfect one of these ini- 
quitous enterprises. The unfortunate captives are 
landed, conveyed into the interior, and “no men- 
tion of them more is made.” They are consigned 
to hereditary slavery ; and to the desolation of the 
country from which they have been torn, is added 
the curse of that which receives them. 

Sir, said Mr. M., the United States cannot be 
insensible of the danger of inundating, with new 
floods of black popavation, not only the extensive 
and numerous islands on their southern border, 
but their own territory. A danger greatly en- 
hanced by the rapid increase, in their own bosom, 
ofa third caste, midway between the slave and 
the white population of the South, and alike per- 
nicious to the happiness of both. As I advance, 
said Mr. M., new views of the malignity of this 
growing evil crowd upon my imagination, and I 
perceive it to be necessary to recollect the pledge 
with which I sat out in thisargument. I will but 
add, that it is not less the interest of the European | 
colonies in the West Indies, than our own, to ar- | 
rest this cruel, this unnecessary traffic. Wherever 
ithas been partially suspended, as in the United 
States, and the British West Indies, this species 
of labor, fostered by better treatment, multiplied 
but too rapidly by its natural resources; while in 
the island of Guadaloupe, a census lately repeated, 
after a short interval of ten years, affords the hor- 
rible result, that, of a population of little more 
than one hundred thousand, notwithstanding all 
the accessions from foreign importation, there has 
been a declension of fifteen thousand souls! A 
fact, which must sound an audible appeal to the 
humanity of the hardest heart. 

Having seen that the root of all these calamities 
cannot be eradicated by the means which have 
been hitherto employed, either by others, or our- 
selves; that our own flag has disappeared from 
the African coast, only to give place to that of 
other nations, by whom this trade is alike forbid- 
den ; that the occasional vessel which we despatch 
for that desolated land, carries with it, under the 
late instructions of our Government, no authority 
competent to the execution of our own purpose ; 
and that no measure of an internal policy can 
shield us from that share of the general calamity 
resulting from this traffic, which falls peculiarly 
on our own country ; allow me, said Mr. M., to 
invite the earnest attention of the House to the 
remedy provided by the resolution which I have 
presumed to propose. 
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disappear from the surface of the ocean. All na- 
tions will have authority to detect, to punish it, to 
hunt it down. 

Iam aware, sir, that technical objections have 
been urged, and sneers have been indulged against 
the legal accuracy of the application of the term 
piracy to this offence. Such criticism has no 
sound reason to sustain it. The law of nations is 
in part natural; in part conventional. Its only 
sanction is to be found in the physical force, its 
legal authority in the express or tacit consent of 
nations. The consent of nations may make piracy 
of any offence upon the high seas. In seeking a 
denomination for a new crime, it is not necessary 
to invent a new term. The object of classing the 
prohibited act under an old title, is to provide for 
the former a definite and competent remedy. Pi- 
racy, under the law of nations, is alike understood, 
and punished by all nations. But, sir, is there no 
analogy between the African slave trade, and the 
offence of piracy, which would warrant the pro- 
poset.classification of the former crime under the 
latter title? It may sometimes prove a difficult 
task, amidst conflicting authorities, to say what is 
not piracy ; but it cannot be difficult to determine 
what it is. 

It is robbery, on the high seas, without a lawful 
commission from any recognised authority, to take 
forcibly from a vessel, without color of law, a 
single package of goods? And is it not robbery 
to seize, not the property of the man, but the man 
himself; to chain him down, with hundreds of his 
fellows, in the pestilential hold of a slave ship, in 
order, if he chance to survive the voyage, to sell him 
to some foreign master ; to consiga him, and not 
himself only, but his latest posterity, to hereditary 
slavery in anunknown joyless land? By a former 
law, almost coeval with our present constitution 
of goveroment, we made murder on the high seas 
piracy. Kill a man by poisoning the air he 
breathes—is it not murder, as truly as to kill him 
by poisoned food, or by planting a dagger in his 
heart? Is it not, indeed, to kill with the aggra- 
vated horror of a slow and loathsome death? It 
is robbery, combined with murder. This crime, 
begun on a barbarous shore, claimed by no civil- 
ized State, and subject to no moral law, is prose- 
cuted to its consummation, on the high seas. 
Every day, every hour of such a voyage of iniquity, 
furnishes a fresh instance of the crime. 

Search the etymology of this term, and nothing 
restricts piracy to mere injuries of the rights of 
property, or limits its commission to a certain dis- 
tance from any foreign shore. According to the 
most remote antiquity, the first pirates were steal- 
ers of men; and, for the very purpose which now 
carries the African slave dealer to that continent 
which his crimes have so often imbued with hu- 
man blood, to enslave and sell his spoil. From 
the shores of the Mediterranean, this piracy spread 
along the Atlantic, and finally encircled Africa 
and her islands, within its iron grasp. From the 


Let the African slave trade be denounced to be| very history of this species of piracy, it may be 
piracy under the jaw of nations by the consent of| confidently inferred, that, when once suppressed 


the maritime Powers of Europe and America, and 
this species of piracy will, like any other, speedily 


r cannot be revived. Other piracies have their 


origin in transient disorders in the world. They 
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cease and reappear again. This is a remnant of 
ancient barbarism—a curse extended to the new 
world by the colonial policy of the old. Let Africa 
but once freight with the fruits of her soil those 
wore which now carry thither scourges and fetters, 
and she will not sell her offspring. Let all Chris- | 
tendom proclaim the slave trade to be piracy, and 
you will shortly revolutionize the moral sentiment | 
of the few States, who now seem, not by their | 
professions, indeed, but their conduct, to tolerate | 
this crime. Public sentiment and law act reci- 
procally on each other. Has not the denunciation 
of the African slave trade, as piracy, by the act 
of the last Congress, done much towards the en- 
tire abolition of that portion of this traffic which 
then lingered in America ? 

The time is not very remote, when men of high 
standing in our country openly and unblushingly 
prosecuted this profitable commerce. Is there now 
remaining a single man in America, who would 
brave the public sentiment, not to speak of the | 
public justice, by avowing himself a participant | 
in this guilty traffic ? 

Sir, said Mr. M., the present period is most pro- 
pitious for the success of the experiment I have 

resumed to recommend to the sanction of the 

ouse and the nation. South America furnished, 
and Brazil yet affords, an extensive market for 
African slaves. Two years only have elapsed 
since this House pledged itself to sustain the Ex- 
ecutive in a recognition of the independence of 
the Spanish American provinces now the States 
of Mexico, Colombia, Buenos Ayres, Chili, and 
Peru. During our present session, the Executive 
has deputed Ministers to the several Governments 
of these new-born empires. The instructions of 
these Ministers, it may be presumed, are now pre- 

aring, and if among them there shall be compre- 

ended this resolution, sustained, as I trust it will 
be, by the approving voice of this House, will 
those Governments deny to us the small boon we 
ask of them, humanity and justice, in return for 
our recognition of their sovereignty 2? They have 
all, possibly, with the exception of Peru, followed 
the example of the United States, by abolishing 
this trade. They will undoubtedly seize the first 
occasion to propitiate the good will, not of Amer- 
ica merely, but of all Christendom, towards their 
infant cause. 

Brazil, the great slave mart, which has so long 
withheld Portugal from a cordial union with 
England in the abolition of the slave trade, is also 
a candidate for independence ; and it may be con- 
fidently hoped that another year will afford suffi- 
cient evidence of her ability to sustain it. Should 
she, in like manner with her neighbors, yield her 
support to our policy, much will have been 
achieved for the success of the object of this 
resolution. 

The Cortes of regenerated Spain have recently 
signalized their humanity by annexing penalties 
to the slave trade, next in severity to those de- 
nounced against that offence by Great Britain 
and America. Portugal, severed from Brazil, 
will probably tread in her steps, when urged to it 
by England, her ally and protector. 











== 

The Government of France, where public sep. 
timent derives activity and force from an ep. 
lightened, generous, and high-minded people, wi) 
not much longer temporize with the plighted fajt, 
of treaties, aad her acknowledged sense of mora| 
and religious obligation. 

The maritime Powers of the North early cease 
to participate in this criminal traffic, and haye 
acknowledged the duty, devolved on Europe, of 
rendering retributive justice to Africa, so long the 
victim of cruel and mistaken policy. 

On the northern shores of the Mediterranean, 
there is no State, except those which I haye 
named, whose colonial policy requires the labor 
of Africa to sustain it. 

What the United States may hope to effect in 
the New World, it must be left to England to a. 
complish in the old, where her influence is pre. 
dominant; and continued peace en favors every 
effort of humanity to improve the condition of 
our race. Great Britain cannot but perceive the 
inefficacy of those mixed courts on which she has 
relied to give effect to her laws and treaties for 
the abolition of the slave trade, and, above all, 
that her present system, complicated and difficult 
of execution in peace, must be exposed to great 
derangement, if not abandoned, in war. She 
cannot but prefer to it the substitute offered by 
our resolution, which is in its character as simple, 
as it must prove in its operation effective; and 
which will endure until its purpose, the entire 
abolition of the African slave trade, is accom- 
plished. 

In concluding, said Mr. M., I perceive, Mr. 
Speaker, that I have omitted much of what I had 
intended to say ; and what I have uttered, witha 
feeble voice, under circumstances which greatly 
tended to impede my thoughts, as well as my 
speech, has, I fear, done but little justice to the 
noblest theme that ever engaged an advocate. 

Should this resolution fail, it will be a source 
of deep and lasting regret to me that I have ven- 
tured to subinit it to the judgment of the House. 
I call, therefore, upon my friends from Massachu- 
setts and Pennsylvania, and upon my colleagues, 
(Messrs. GorHAM, HEMPHILL, and FLoyp,) who 
have hitherto co-operated with me in this sacred 
cause, not to allow it to sink, through my ina- 
bility to sustain it. I implore the humanity of 
this House to uphold it; I demand it of their 
justice. 

When Mr. Mercer had concluded— 

Mr. Woopson moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

On this motion, Mr. Mercer called for the 
yeas and nays; and this call was sustained. 

Mr. Woopson, then, at the suggestion of a 
gentleman sitting near him, modified his motion 
so as to move to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the motion until Monday next. 

Mr. Hooks moved to lay the resolution on the 
table—a motion which has precedence and which 
precludes debate. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
it on the table, and negatived—yeas 25, nays 104. 

The motion to postpone the further considera- 








1153 
FpeBRU4 


tion of 
questio 
the neg 
Mr. 
P friend | 
effort te 
odious 
will be 
mencel 
that pa 
to the. 
select ¢ 
report, 
us 1D | 
reques' 
negotii 
tion W 
to it, t 
thoug! 
dent t 
object 
feel a 
to pro 
agree 
Cong 
ment, 
of thi 
leave 
will 
S pride 
comm 
S articl 
prohi 
and \ 
> ernm 
» polic' 
ask, | 

| who 
S our ¢ 
Sof se 
¢ ment 
| agres 
© less t 
© Gov 
> Brite 
| migl 
F asy 
' wes 
Ny 
Afri 
they 

| very 
' rive 
into 
by t 
ann 
dire 

B sit, 
seve 
sess 
tha 








1152 
ad 
1823, 
iC sen. 
an ep. 
e, will 
1 faith 
Mora! 


Ceased 
| have 
pe, of 
Ng the 


inean, 
have 


labor 


ect in 
to ar. 
iS pre- 
every 
on of 
re the 
re has 
es for 
Te all, 
ficult 
great 

She 
d by 
mple, 
> and 
ontire 
com: 


Mr. 
I had 
rith a 
eatly 
S my 
) the 
yurce 
ven- 
ouse. 
chu- 
gues, 
who 
cred 
ina- 
ty of 
their 


n on 
the 


of a 
tion 
era- 


the 
hich 


lay 
104. 
era- 


oe 


friend from Virginia, Mr. Mercer, in his noble 


F article in that hallowed instrument, we agreed to 


vrequest the President to endeavor to effect, by 


| pride do we look back on ourselves, even to the 


-ernments of Europe adopting our philanthropic 
» policy, and treading in our footsteps; and let me 


/who have examined this subject, and have seen | 
» our Government retiring from this qualified right | 
| of search, the only possible means, in my judg- 
' ment, to effect the object ? 
} agreed to by several of the Powers of Europe, not | 
. less tenacious of their rights than we are, but our 
' Government, recollecting the claims of Great 
| Britain to impressment, have feared some collision 
| might arise in the exercise of this right, and have 
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— aera 
tion of the resolution was renewed ; and on the | 
yestion to agree thereto, it was determined in 
the negative. : 

Mr. WricuT said he rose to aid his honorable 


effort to put a stop to the African slave trade, that 
odious blot on all the nations concerned in it. It 
will be recollected, said Mr. W., that at the com- | 
mencement of the present session, I insisted that 
that part of the President’s Message that related | 
to the African slave trade, should be referred to a 
select committee, with directions to make an early 
report, that the subject might be brought before 
us in a tangible shape. This resolution goes to 





negotiation, this great object ; and, by a conven- 


‘tion with the nations that can be induced to agree 


to it, to make it piracy, as we have done. Al- 
though, sir, this resolution authorizes the Presi- 
dent to adopt any measure necessary to effect the 
object, I feel it due to the Administration, who 
feel a delicacy on the subject of the right of search, | 
to propose to add to the resolution—“ and that we 
agree to a qualified right of search.” Sir, this 
Congress ought, by the adoption of this amend- 
ment, to take upon themselves the responsibility | 
of this measure, by their positive opinion, and | 
leave it no longer a subject of doubt what is the 


will of the American people. Sir, with what | 


commencement of the Government, when, by an | 





prohibit this immoral traffic, after the year 1808 ; 
and with what pleasure have we seen the Gov- 


ask, what must be the feelings of those patriots 


This, sir, has been | 





as yet declined it. I therefore feel anxious that 
we should take on us that responsibility. 

Sir, it must be recollected that eighty thousand 
Africans are annually victimated to bondage, and 
they and their offspring consigned to endless sla- 
very; and that two hundred free blacks, on the 
river Sierra Leone, have been captured and sent 
into slavery, although sent there to be governed 
by themselves ; and it is said that fifteen thousand 
annually are smuggled into the Southern States 
directly or through the Spanish provinces. This, 
sit, is the horrid practice of the case; and two 
several committees of this House have, at the last 
session and at the session preceding it, reported 
that “The President of the United States be re- 
quested to enter into such arrangements as he 
_ may deem suitable and proper with one or more 
of the maritime Powers of Europe, for the ef- 

fectual abolition of the African slave trade.” 
This resolution was proposed in the session end- 
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ing 4th March, 1821. Here let me ask your atten- 
tion to the Edinburgh Review, of October, 1821, 
page 50. “The immortal honor which the Ame- 
ricans have gained by their former exertions 
against the African slave trade, augmented by 
their recent enactments, classing it among pi- 
ratical offences, will soon, as it now appears, be 
consummated, by their accession to the principle 
for which we have been contending. 


“A report lies before us from a committee of 
Congress upon this point, and nothing can be 
more judicious or more enlightened. The com- 
mittee begin with showing “ that a mutual right 
of search is indispensable to the great object of 
abolition,” as affording the only security against 
our slave traders taking refuge under the flag 
of any one Power less vigilant than the rest, in 
executing its abolition laws. They then advert 
to the prejudices existing in America against this 


| right, founded upon “ the opinions entertained re- 


specting the practice of searching neutral ves- 
sels in time of war,” and they deny that the two 
kinds of search are, “in principle, in any degree, 


| allied ;” and most justly observe, that the unqual- 


ified admission of England, that no right, what- 
ever, at present, exists, of searching, in time of 
peace ; an admission, both founded on the decisions 


| of our prize courts, and evinced by the negotia- 


tion itself, ought, at once, to remove the principal 
objections against the new arrangements contend- 
ed for. They put the matter upona plain and im- 
partial ground, when they add, that the question 
simply is, “whether such an agreement will be 
‘ beneficial tothe two nations ; and, they truly add, 


|* that all inconvenience from detention of vessels 


‘ will be precluded, by limiting the right of seizure 
‘alone to ships having slaves actually on board.” 

I have quoted so much of the Review upon this 
subject, nor can | refrain from expressing my en- 
tire approbation of their sentiments. The report 
of the last session is substantially the same, and 
I should have hoped would have had the desired 
effect on the Administration. However, I trust 
that this resolution will induce them to adopt such 
arrangements as may be deemed most effectual to 
put a stop to this disgraceful traffic, and fulfil the 
best wishes of the American people. The idea 
that this measure may lead to any contention be- 
tween the contracting Powers, I think is not well 
founded ; but, should this be the case, we have 
nothing to fear, and I hope and trust that no hon- 
orable member will ever be influenced by such an 
unmanly principle; but, that our Government 
will listen to the voice of distressed humanity, 
and unite with the Powers of Europe in a quali- 
fied search, as proposed by Lord Castlereagh in 
his noble agency for the suppression of the African 
slave trade. 

Mr. Wricnut’s amendment having been re- 
jected— 

Mr. Burrows, of Connecticut, required the 
previous question, and in this call he was sustain- 
ed by a majority of the members. The previous 
question was put and carried ; and then. 

The main question (on agreeing to the resolu- 
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tion, as above stated) was taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided as follows : 


Yras—Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Massachusetts, Al- 
len of Tennessee, Barber of Ohio, Bassett, Bateman, 
Bigelow, Borland, Breckenridge, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burrows, Cambreleng, Campbell of New York, Camp- 
bell of Ohio, Carter, Cassedy, Chambers, Colden, Con- 
dict, Conkling, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Dane, Dar- 
lington, Denison, Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, 
Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsylvania, 
Farrelly, Findlay, Forward, Fuller, Gebhard, Gist, 
Gorham, Govan, Hamilton, Hardin, Hemphill, Her- 
rick, Hill, Hobart, Holcombe, Hubbard, Ingham, Jack- 
son, Jennings, J. S. Johnston, Jones of Tennessee, 
Kent, Kirkland, Lathrop, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litch- 
field, Little, McCarty, McCoy, McDuffie, McKim, 
McLane, McNeill, McSherry, Matlack, Matson, Mat- 
tocks, Mercer, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Pennsylvania, 
Moore of Virginia, Moore of Alabama, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Neale, Nelson of Massachueetts, Newton, Pat- 
terson of New York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Phil- 
lips, Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of New Hampshire, 
Plumer of Pennsylvania, Poinsett, Reed of Massachu- 
setts, Reid of Georgia, Rhea, Rich, Rochester, Rodney, 
Ross, Ruggles, Russ, Scott, Sergeant, Sloane, Arthur 
Smith, Alexander Smyth, W. Smith, J. S. Smith, 
Sterling of New York, A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, 
Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Thompson, Tod, Tomlinson, 
Tracy, Udree, Upham, Vance, Van Rensselaer, Van 
Wyck, Walworth, Warfield, Whipple, White, Wil- 
liams of Virginia, Williams of North Carolina, Wil- 
liamson, Wilson, Wood, Woodson, and Wright—131. 

Naxys—Messrs. Alexander, Ball, Burton, Edwards 
of North Carolina, Floyd, Hall, Hooks, Rankin, and 
Tattnall—9. 


LIGHTHOUSES, &c. 


The House, then, on motion of Mr. Brecken- 
RIDGE, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Hirt in 
the Chair. 


The Committee took up, on the motion of Mr. 
NewTon, the bill for erecting certain lighthouses, 
and constructing certain light-vessels, beacons, &e. 

Mr. Cocke moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, to determine whether the House would go 
on to expend more money at this time on objects 
of this description. 

Against this motion, Mr. Newron, Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG, and Mr. SERGEANT, protested, asserted 
the value of these aids to navigation, and denied 
that the expenditure upon these objects had even 
nearly equalled the amount of tonnage and light- 
money specially levied and collected for these 
purposes. 

he motion of Mr. Cocke was negatived by a 
large majority. 

Mr. FarRELLy moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting an appropriation of one hundred and fifty 
dollars, to enable the President to cause to be ex- 
amined the mouth of the harbor of Presque isle, 
on Lake Erie, and spoke for some time in support 
of the motion. The amendment was agreed to. 

The Committee having gone through this bill— 

The Committee took up the bill from the Se- 
nate to establish a national armory on the Western 
waters. 


Lighthouses, &c. 
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Mr. Ross moved to amend the bill by requiring 
an engineer, which the bill contemplates creating, 
to examine and report an eligible site for the erec. 

| tion of a national armory, to report to Congress 
instead of to the President of the United States 
as provided by the bill. 

A good deal of debate took place on this amend- 
ment. Mr. Woop, Mr. Campse tt, of Ohio, Mr. 
Cocke, Mr. Watworrn, and Mr. McCoy, sup. 
porting the amendment, and Mr. Breckenripgp 
Mr. Cook, Mr. Jounsron, of Louisiana, Mr. 
Ruea, and Mr. Jackson, opposing it. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, jt 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Ross then moved to strike out of the bill 
the sum of $25,000, and insert, in lieu thereof, 
$5,000; which motion was agreed to. 

After some further debate, the Committee rose, 

The first of the above two bills, amended in the 
Committee, was agreed to in the House, and was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Some debate occurred on the amendment, agreed 
to in Committee, to the bill to establish an ar- 
mory on the Western waters. Mr. Breckenripcr 
and Mr. Forwarp opposed the amendment, and 
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, and Mr. Vance, sup- 
ported it. 

The question on concurring was then put, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

The House adjourned, at half-past five. 








Satrurpay, March 1. 


| Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, made a report in relation to 
| the state of the contingent fund of the House of 
| Representatives, under the administration of the 
| late Clerk, as to advances to contractors, depos- 
| ites of money in banks, &e. From this report, it 
|appears, that advances have been occasionally 
| made to the printers and other contractors for the 
| House, on claims accruing for work performed; 
that nothing is due from the printers on account 
of these advances; and that, though the account 
of the deceased Clerk is yet unsettled at the Treas- 
ury, no loss will be sustained by the United States 
| on the final settlement of his accounts. The re- 
port was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. CampBELL, of Ohio, from the Committee 
'on Private Land Claims, to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to com- 
mute the pension heretofore granted to Lieuten- 
ant Alfred Flournoy,” reported that the committee 
| had considered the said bill, and directed him to 
| Feport the same without amendment, with a rec- 
ommendation that it be postponed indefinitely. 
The question was then taken on the postponement, 
and passed in the affirmative. 

The resolution, moved yesterday by Mr. Con- 
pict, for calling on the Postmaster General to 
report a sytem of equitable compensation to post- 
masters, in proportion to the nature of their duties, 
was taken up, and agreed to. 

Mr. PLumer, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill from the Sen- 
ate, entitled “An act to continue in force the act, 
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entitled ‘An act to provide for reports of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court,’ passed the 3d of 
March, 1817,” reported the same, with an amend- 
ment, which was concurred in by the House, and 
the amendment ordered to be engrossed, and the 
pill read a third time to-day. 

Mr. PLum_r, from the same committee, to which 
was also referred the bill from the Senate, enti- 
tied “An act for the punishment of frauds com- 
mitted on the Government of the United States,” 
reported the same with an amendment; which 
was read, and agreed to by the House, and the 
amendment ordered to be engrossed, and the bill 
read a third time to-day. 

Mr. Rankin, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled “An act supplementary to the act, 
entitled ‘An act to designate the boundaries of 
districts, and establish land offices for the dispo- 
sal of the public lands not heretofore offered for 
sale in the States of Ohio and Indiana,” reported 
the same without amendment; and the bill was 
ordered to be read a third time to-day. 

Mr. Witutams, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, to which was referred the 
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The bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Johnston Blakeley, being under consideration, Mr. 
WaLwortn moved to insert an amendment for 
allowing a pension to Lydia Allen, the unmarried 
sister of the late Lieutenant William H. Allen. 
After some debate, the previous question was Te- 
quired and carried, which precluded the amend- 
ment and in effect rejected it. The main objection 
to it was the entire novelty of pensioning the sister 
of a deceased officer, the case being without a pre- 
cedent. 

On motion of Mr. FLoyp, the committee of in- 
vestigation respecting the sale of city lots, and 
the expenditure of the proceeds of such sales, &c., 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. 

_Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to report to this House, at its next ses- 
sion, the number and position of the permanent forti- 
fications which have been, or are now, erecting for the 
defence of the coast, harbors, and frontiers, of the 
United States, distinguishing those on the seacoast in 
one class, and those on each frontier in like classes; 


bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief | and showing, under proper heads, the State in which 


of Edward Evat,” reported the same, with an 
amendment; and the bill was committed to a 
Committee of the whole House to-day. 

Mr. Scorvt, from the Committee on the Public 





each is situated, when begun, and when finished, with 
the magnitude of each, ifknown; the aggregate amount 


'expended in erecting such as are completed; the 


amount of repairs since made; the amount expended 


Lands, to which was committed the bill from the | on those now erecting, and the estimates to com- 


Senate, entitled “An act to enable the proper ae- 
counting officers of the Treasury Department to 
audit and settle the accounts of the surveyor of 
public lands in the States of Illinois and Missouri, 
aod Territory of Arkansas,” reported the same 
without amendment; and the bill was committed 
toa Committee of the whole House to-day. 

Mr. Fouter, from the Committee on Nav 
Affairs, to whom was referred a resolution in be- 
half of the widow of Lieutenant Elbert, late of 
the Navy of the United States, made a report; 
whereupon, it was resolved that it is inexpedient 
to provide by law for the case of Mrs. Elbert, ex- 
cept by a general act, comprehending ail in simi- 
lar circumstances. 

Mr. Hooks, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for clear- 
ing and improving certain roads, for the purpose 
of facilitating the transportation of the United 
States mail,” reported the same without amend- 
ment; and the bill was committed to a Committee 
of the whole House to-day. 

Mr. Piumer, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled “An act to permit Anna Dubord 
to bring certain slaves into the State of Louis- 
iana,” reported the same without amendment, and 
the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wuatepte, from the joint Library Commit- 
tee, to which was referred the resolution from the 
Senate “granting to the Washington library a 
copy of the public documents, laws, and journals,” 
reported the same without amendment, and ii was 
ordered to be read a third time to-day. 








| plete the same; to be made out by referring to the 


work actually done, and to be done, and not by merely 
subtracting the sums actually expended from the esti- 
mates formerly made; the number of guns, of every 
calibre, for each fortification ; the total cost of a com- 
plete armament foreach; the force required to garrison 


| each in time of peace; the same in time of war; noting 
1| those actually occupied, and with what force. 
a 


The said resolution was read, and the rule re- 
quiring it to lie on the table one day for considera- 
tion being dispensed with, the question was taken 
to agree to the same, and passed in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Garnetr submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were read, and laid on the table one 
day, under the rule: 


1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House of Representatives, 
during the first week of its next session, the amount 
of money received, or receivable, in each State, on ac- 
count of Revolutionary pensions; the amount of in- 
terest received, or receivable, in each State, on the 
public debt ; the amount of dividends paid, or payable, 
in each State, by the Bank of the United States; and 
the amount of expense on account of the Academy at 
West Point; all in reference to the year 1823. 

2. Resolved. That the Secretary of State be directed 
to lay before the House of Representatives, during the 
first week of its next session, a list of the factories in 
each State employed in manufacturing, for sale, such 
articles as would be liable to duties if imported from 
foreign countries ; the said list to be extracted from the 
Digest of Manufactures, and such other sources of in- 
formation as he possesses or can obtain ; and tos 
cify, as far as possible, the capital of each factory, and 
whether it is incorporated or not by State laws. 
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3. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested | States, for the year 1823; and an act vesting in 
to lay before the House of Representatives, during the | the State of Virginia the right of the United 
first week of its next session, the number of Revolu- | States to all fines assessed for non-performance of 
tionary pensioners, in each State, then on the pen- | militia duty, during the late war with Great Brit- 


sion list. 7 ‘ain, within said State; with amendments to each, 
Mr. Cocke moved that the House do come to | in which the Senate ask the concurrence of this 
the following resolution, viz : House. \ 


Resolved, That the Postmaster of the House of Rep- The Speaker laid before the House a report 
resentatives be appointed in the same manner as the | from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied 
other officers of this House are appointed, whose com- | by sundry documents, prepared in obedience to the 
pensation shall not exceed that of the lowest officer | resolution adopted, on motion of Mr. Cook, on the 
thereof ; to commence from and after the end of the | 8th day of May, 1822, directing him to prepare 
present session, and to be paid by the Clerk out of the | and lay before this House, “a statement showing 
contingent fund. | the amount of money which appears to have stood 

The said resolution was ordered to lie on the j t© the credit of the United States, or its Treasurer, 


table. in every bank in which the public money has been 


Mr. Jounston, of Louisiana, submitted the deposited, at the end of each quarter since the first 
following resolution : day of January, 1817; distinguishing between spe- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause | cial and genres mnnenieey e pense mi- 
to be ascertained, during the present year, the limits | BU‘ account of each transier of t hee i¢ Money 
and extent of a title granted by the Spanish Govern- | from one bank to another, which has been made 
ment to John Filhiol, in the parish of Ouachita, and | Within the aforesaid period, and the reasons and 
State of Louisiana, and report the same to this House | Motives for making the same; a detailed account 
at the next session of Congress. of the special deposites that have been made in 

The said resolution was read, and the rule re- | *"Y of Co, hawt | Sn. tiene Mee) Mens the de 

cee : : ’ ~, . | seription of the notes so deposited, and the reason 
quiring it to lie on the table one day for consider- | for making the same; together with any contract 
ation being dispensed with, the question was taken | 9, contracts under which those deposites were 
to agree to the same, and passed in the affirmative. | made,” which report and statements were ordered 
_ The Committee of the whole House to which | ¢, }je’on the table. 
eqcommutted the Dill from the Senate, entitled | Bills from the Senate, of the following titles t 

An act granting to the State of Alabama the | wit: An act to continue in force an act, entitled, 
right of pre-emption to certain quarter sections of | «An act to provide for reports of decisions of the 
land,” were discharged from the further considera- | Supreme Court,” passed 3d March, 1817, with au 
tion thereof. , y+, |amendment; An act supplementary to the act, en- 

The House proceeded to consider the said bill, | titled “An act to designate the boundaries of dis- 
and, having amended the same, ordered the amend- | tri¢ts, and establish land offices for the disposal of 
ment to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third | the public lands not heretofore offered for sale, in 
time to-day. ) | the States of Ohio and Indiana; An act to estab- 

The House proceeded to consider the report of | jish a national armory on the Western waters, with 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was | amendments; and An act for the relief of the heirs 
referred an act of the Parliament of Great Britain, | 9f Johnston Blakeley ; were severally read the 
passed the 5th of August, 1822, with a resolution, ‘third time, and passed. 
instructing said committee to inquire whether the | The resolution from the Senate, “ granting to 


said act violates any right of the United States: | the Washington Library a copy of the public 
and the resolution therein submitted being read, documents, laws, and journals,” was also read the 
was, on the question being put thereon, agreed to | third time, and passed. 
by the House, as follows : The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
Resolved, That the subject be referred to the Presi- | bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
dent of the United States, and that he be requested to | the support of Government, for the year 1823,” 
obtain, by negotiation with the Government of Great | were read, and committed to the Committee of 
Britain, such modifications of the act of Parliament of | the whole House on the state of the Union. 


Great Britain, of the 5th August, 1822, as may re- | The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 





move all just cause of complaint. bill, entitled “An act vesting in the State of Vir- 
A message from the Senate informed the House ginia the right of the United States to all fines 
that the Senate have passed bills of this House of | assessed for non-performance of militia duty, dur- 
the following titles, to wit: An act making ap- ing the late war with Great Britain, within said 
propriations for the support of Government for the State,” were read, and concurred in by the House. 
year 1823; An act for the better organization of | The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
the district court of the United States within the bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
district of Louisiana ; An act for the relief of | the support of the Navy, for the year 1823,” were 
Richard Hightower; An act to amend an act, en- | read, and concurred in by the House. 
titled “An act further to regulate the entry of The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
merchandise imported into the United States from bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled 
any adjacent territory ;” An act making appropri- | An act further to regulate the entry of merchan- 
ations for the support of the Navy of the United | dise imported into the United States from any 
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adjacent territory,” were read, and concurred in 
by the House. - 

The amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
pill, entitled “An act for the better organization 
of the district court of the United States, within 
the District of Louisiana,” was read, and con- 
curred in by the House. 

The amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Richard 
Hightower,” was read and concurred in by the 
House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill of this House 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
military service of the United States, for the year | 
1823,” with amendments, in which the Senate 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

The said amendments were read and commit- 
ted to the Committee of the whole House on the | 
state of the Union. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | 
the whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee | 
rose, and reported cheir agreement to the amend- | 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled | 
“An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year 1823,” with an amend- 
ment; also, their agreement to the one, and their | 
disagreement to the other, of the amendments | 
proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled “An | 
act making appropriations for the military service | 
of the United E tates,” for the year 1823.” | 

The House proceeded to consider the report of | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union; whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That they do concur in the amend- | 











nezer Stevens, and others; which bills were all 
reported, with amendments to the first mentioned. 

The House proceeded to consider the said bills: 
whereupon. the bill for the relief of Samuel H. 
Walley and Henry G. Foster, and the bill for the 
4 of Jacob Babbit, were severally laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens, and 
others, was then amended, at the Clerk’s table, 
and the amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill read a third time to-day. 

. The bill for the relief of John Byers, was or- 
dered to be read a third time to-day. 

The amendments reported to the bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs and representatives of Alexander 
Montgomery, deceased, were read, and concurred 
in by the House; and the amendments were or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time to-day. 

On motion of Mr. CampsBeE tL, of Ohio, the Clerk 
of the House was directed to employ as many 
clerks as may be necessary to complete the enroll- 
ment of the bills, within a reasonable time, and to 
pay them out of the contingent fund of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bills of the Senate, of the fol- 
lowing titles, viz: An act for the relief of Daniel 
Seward; An act for the relief of Robert Purdy; 
An act for the relief of Amos Nichols; and An 
act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
James McClung, deceased ; all of which were re- 
ported without amendment, and ordered to be 
severally read a third time to-day. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles: 
An act for the relief of Eleanor Lawrence; An 
act for the reliefof Joshua Russell; An act for the 


ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled | relief of Ebenezer Stevens and others, with an 
“An act making appropriations for the support of amendment ; An act for the relief of John Byers ; 
Government, for the year 1823,” with amend- | An act for the relief of Robert Purdy ; An act for 
ments; and that they do concur in the first, and | the relief of the legal representatives of James 
disagree to the second, of the amendments pro- ; McClung, deceased ; An act for the relief of Dan- 
posed by the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act | iel Seward; An act granting to the State of Ala- 


making appropriations for the military service of | bama the right of pre-emption to certain quarter 


the United States, for the year 1823.” sections of land, with amendments; and An act 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for | 
the punishment of frauds committed on the Goy- 
ernment of the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed as amended. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on bills from the Senate of the follow- ! 
ing titles, viz: “An act for the relief of the rep- | 
resentatives of John Donelson, Thomas Carr, 
and others;” “An act for the relief of Eleanor | 
Lawrence;” and, “An act for the relief of Joshua 
Russell ;” which were reported without amend- | 
ment, and the bill for the relief of the representa- 
tives of John Donelson, Thomas Carr, and others, 
were laid on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on bills from the Senate, of the fol- 
lowing titles, to wit: An act for the relief of the 
heirs and representatives of Alexander Mont- 


| Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas. 
| the relief of Edward Evat was reported with an 
' amendment; and the residue of said bills without 
| ameridment. 





gomery, deceased ; An act for the relief of Sam- 


uel H. Walley and Henry G. Foster; An act for | 


for the relief of Amos Nichols; were severally 
read a third time, and passed. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


| the whole House on bills from the Senate, of the 
| following titles, viz: An act for the relief of Sam- 


uel Walker and others; An act for the relief of 
the heirs of Joseph Wilcox ; An act for the relief 
of Alexander Humphrey and Sylvester Humphrey; 
An act for the relief of Samuel Hodgdon; An 
act for the relief of James Morrison; An act for 
the relief of Robert F. Stockton; An act for the 
relief of Edward Evat; and An act to enable the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
partment to audit and settle the accounts of the 
Surveyor of Public Lands in the States of Illinois, 
The bill for 


The House proceeded to consider the said bills: 


the relief of Jacob Babbit; An act forfthe relief | whereupon, the amendment to the bill for the re- 


of John Byers; and an act for the relief of Ebe- 


lief of Edward Evat was read, and concurred in 
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by the House; and the amendment was ordered | upon the goods received at that trading-house will be 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third | sustained by the Government. 
time to-day. | In winding up the business at the Choctaw trading. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander Humphrey | house, a very considerable loss will certainly fall upon 
and Sylvester Humphrey was laid on the table; | the Government. (See Mr. Randall’s Return, and 
and the residue of the said bills were also ordered | temarks upon the Inventory.) From the testimony of 
to be read a third time to-day. | Mr, Hersey, the former agent at that place, it appears 

The bill “ for the relief of Eleanor Lawrence,” that not more than one-third of the debts due to that 
and the bill “for the relief of Joshua Russell,” | ¢stablishment are likely to be collected. The whole 
were ordered to be severally read a third time | 270U"t of debts exceeds $12,000; and, from the de. 
to-day. | scription given of the wretched condition of the mer. 

chandise on hand, a great loss upon the sales thereof 
INDIAN TRADING ESTABLISHMENT. _| may be readily anticipated. 


r 


| The committee do not bring into question the p 
: 2 . . . . . T0- 
Mr. Mercatrse, from the Committee on Indian | priety of stating the original invoice prices of the nists 


Affairs, to whom was referred the President’s com- as per inventory, on the delivery thereof into the hands 
munication and accompanying documents, rela- | of the new agents; but they believe that, in a final 
tive to the execution of an act of the last session | settlement of the accounts between the Government 
of Congress, abolishing the Indian trading estab- | and the former conductors of the trade, the amount 
lishments, made a report thereon, which was or- | actually realized, from the sales of goods and property, 
dered to lie on the table. The report is as follows: | of every description, will be the only fair and proper 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was re- | ©) @tee in favor of the latter against the former, except 
ferred the President’s communication and accompany- | for property, if any, destroyed by Indians, during the 
ing documents, relative to the execution of an act of | late war ; and debts due from the Indians to the fac- 
the last session, abolishing the Indian trading estab- | t°ti¢s, and assumed by the Government. 
lishment, have had the same under consideration ; and | In 1806, the amount of capital stock, actually drawn 
respectfully submit the following report : from the Treasury, including former appropriations, 
In executing the act referred to, it appears that | ¥% $260,000. On the third of March, 1809, an act 
George Graham, Esq., received the appointment of passed, allowing an additional appropriation of $40, 
superintendent, in the place of Colonel Thomas L. 000; making, in all, $300,000—ten thousand of which, 
McKenny; and an agent has also been appointed, the late superintendent states, was never drawn from 
and sent to each of the trading-houses, with instruc- | ‘te Treasury. The whole amount, therefore, or capi: 
tions to receive from the former agents all the goods, | *#! stock, thus vested in the Indian trade, must have 
and other property on hand, and to dispose of the been $290,000. ; 
same, as soon as it can be done, having a due regard The law positively requires, that the “prices of 
to the public interest. goods supplied to, and to be purchased by, the Indians, 
The superintendent and agents so appointed, it is shall be regulated in such manner, that the capital 
believed, are active, intelligent gentlemen, of unex- stock shall not be diminished.” 
ceptionable character, and suitable qualifications. In | The superintendent and his clerks, the agents and 
turning over the merchandise and other property on sub-agents, received annually for their services, not 
hand, at the several trading-houses, into the hands of | °U* of the trading fund, but directly from the Treasury, 
the new agents, the original invoice prices are charged | 2¥0Ut $20,000. This sum, with the interest there- 
to the Government. Much of the merchandise, so | UP”: and the interest upon the capital stock, which, 
charged, consists of unsaleable, damaged, and worth- it is believed, will be equal, in all, to between thirty 
less remnants and articles, now of little or no value. and forty thousand dollars annually, is entirely lost to 
All the debts due to the factories, which have been the Government. 
created and not collected, by the former agents, and The ninth section of an act of 1811, to regulate the 
also the factory buildings, are charged to the Gov- Indian trade, provides, that the superintendent shall 
ernment. purchase such goods as may be required, for Indian 
A. B..Lindsley, the agent appointed tw settle up the annuities, for treaties, and for presents, and transmit 
business of the trading-house at Fort Chicago, has the same to the proper places. And it appears, that 
performed that duty with fidelity, and has returned goods furnished by the factories to Indian agents, for 
an account thereof; which is herewith presented to the purposes aforesaid, were not limited at cost and 
the House. carriage, but charged to the Government, at the same 
It will be seen that the whole amount of all the | 7@teS: 28 if they had been sold to the Indians ; say, at 
goods and other property at this establishment, at the | 2" advance, (according to instructions given at the 
rates at which the same has been charged to the Gov- factory,) of 66% to 100 per cent.; and as high as fifty 
ernment, is $15,637 62. A great portion of those | P& cent, for goods of inferior quality ; and the whole 
goods were old, unsaleable, and damaged, and, con- | #0unt, so charged, actually drawn from the Treasury. 
sequently, when sold, there was an average loss to the | This appears to be a considerable advance paid by 
Government of about fifty-four cents to the dollar. Government for merchandise purchased with its own 
The whole amount of loss upon the merchandise, capital.* It is said, that the conductors of the Indian 
at that factory, is $6,968 37} An additional loss will 
be sustained upon debts due the establishment, which *The advance upon goods here spoken of, was 
are not likely to be collected. This is the only trading- | charged upon factory goods, purchased with the tra- 
house from which complete returns have been received. | ding fund, and not upon those supplied by the Super: 
Persons who are desirous of purchasing the goods at | intendent, under orders from the Secretary of War, 
the Red River factory, offer to pay the original cost | for the same purposes, and paid for out of the fund 
and carriage. It is therefore believed that no loss | appropriated for the Indian Department. 
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trade were generally men of integrity and honor; not 
deficient in talent or enterprise, or any of the requisite 
qualifications for discharging the duties of their respect- 
jve stations. And how does it happen, that, under 
circnmstances so advantageous to the traders, the 
Government should not now be able to realize a sum 
equal to the original capital stock, appears to be inex- 
licable. It is not sible for the Committee to trace 
the conductors of this trade through all their various 
operations ; the manner of exchanging merchandise 
for furs and peltries, their purchases and sales, &c., 
for the purpose of ascertaining where the evil lies ; an 
evil, the existence of which, is presented to them in a 
tangible form, while the cause that produced it re- 
mains undiscovered. Private traders, without salaries, 
or any other support from the Government, have, for 
many years, carried on a successful and profitable 
trade with the Indians; and, like the factors, it is be- 
lieved, they sold for such prices as could be had; gen- 
erally regulating the prices, according to the compe- 
tition. Perhaps the fault may be found to exist in the 
system itself; and therefore, it may be useful, not only 
asa matter of curious history, but for the lesson it 
teaches to succeeding legislators. From the accom- 
panying documents, it appears that Mr. Graham has 
instructed the several agents to sell off, and settle up 
the whole business, by the day of May next; and 
it is believed that the public interest required such de- 
lay. Beyond that date, however, it is to be hoped, 
that the Government will have to expend but little in 
settling up the accounts of the Indian trading estab- 
lishment. 








EXECUTIVE MESSAGES. 
Two Messages were received from the Prest- | 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares, as follows: | 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a report | 
from the Secretary of State, with copies of sundry | 
papers, which should have been included among those | 
which accompanied my Message of the 13th instant, 
being part of the correspondence with Great Britain, 
relating to the negotiation of the Convention of 20th 
of October, 1818, but which were accidentally omitted 
from the papers communicated to the House with 
that Message. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Wasuinetox, Feb. 28, 1823. 


[For the papers accompanying this Message, see 
Appendix to 2d Sessions of the 14th and 15th Con- 
gresses. } 


The Message was ordered to lie on the table. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of this dey, requesting information of 
the measures taken with regard to the illegal blockade 
of the ports of the Spanish Main, and to depredations 
of privateers fitted out from Porto Rico, and other 
Spanish islands, on the commerce of the United 
States, I transmit to the House a report from the Sec- 
retary of State, containing the information required by 
the resolution. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Wasuineron, March 1, 1823. 
DerantmMent or State, March 1, 1823. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
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as the public interest wil! permit, what measures 
have been taken to remove or annul the illegal and 
pretended blockade of the ports of the Spanish Main; 
to obtain restitution of vessels of the United States 
captured by privateers, fitted out in Porto Rico and 
other Spanish islands, under pretext of breach of the 
said blockade, and to prevent such illegal and unwar- 
rantable captures hereafter; has the honor of report- 
ing to the President that the measures, taken for the 
purposes described in the resolution of the House, 
have consisted, first, of instructions to the command- 
ers of the armed vessels of the United States, succes- 
sively stationed in the West India seas; and, sec- 
ondly, of instructions to the Minister of the United 
States, in Spain, to make suitable representations, on 
these subjects, to the Spanish Government. The di- 
rect communications between the naval officers in 
command of the vessels of the United States, em- 
ployed in that service, and the Governors of Cuba 
and of Porto Rico, have been frequent, and successful 
in obtaining the restitution of some captured vessels. 
Some of the vessels notorious for outrages committed 
by them on the commerce of the United States, have 
been captured and sent into the United States, and 
are now upon trial before the judicial tribunals. No 
answers have yet been received to the representations 
directly ordered to be made to the Government of 
Spain. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


The Message and report were laid on the table. 
And then the House adjourned until six o’clock, 
P.M. 
Siz o’clock, P. M., Saturday, March 1. 


Bills from the Senate of the following titles: An 
act tor the relief of Edward Evat, with an amend- 


'ment; An act for the relief of the heirs and repre- 


sentatives of Alexander Montgomery, deceased, 
with an amendment; An act for the relief of 
Samuel Walker and others; An act for the relief 
of the heirs of Joseph Wilcox; An act for the re- 
lief of Samuel Hodgdon ; An act for the relief of 
Robert F. Stockton; and An act to enable the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to audit and settle the accounts of the Sur- 
veyor of Public Lands in the States of Illinois, 
and Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas; were, 
severally read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of this House, of 
the following titles, to wit: An act making appro- 
priations for the public buildings; and An act 
making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1823; 
with amendments; in which amendments the 
Senate ask the concurrence of this House. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act making further appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States, 
for the year 1823,” were read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriatiens for 
the public buildings,” were read, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


United States to communicate to that House, as far | Union. 
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SPANISH PRIVATEERS. 


The House took up the resolution offered yes- 
ierday by Mr. Futter, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, as far as 
the public interest will permit, what measures have 
been taken to remove or annul the illegal and pre- 
tended blockade of the ports of the Spanish Main ; to 
obtain restitution of vessels of the United States, cap- 
tured by the privateers fitted out at Porto Rico and 
other Spanish islands, under pretext of breach of the 
said blockade ; and to prevent such illegal and unwar- 
rantable captures hereafter. 


Mr. Fuuter said, he regretted that the session 
Was so near a termination, that it would not be 
possible for Congress to adopt any measure in aid 
of the Executive, which might be called for by 
the lawless depredations of the freebooters from 
Porto Rico, to which the resolution alluded. The 
blockade was proclaimed many months since, by 
some Spanish officers, without a semblance of 
power to enforce it, and with the obvious intent 
of giving color of right to the indiscriminate 
plunder of our commerce in those seas. 

Privateers had been fitted out at Porto Rico, 
during the last Summer, immediately upon the 
blockade being announced, and several of our 
merchant vessels had been captured, sent in, and 
condemned, or, in one or two instances released, 
after being first plundered and subjected to cost, 
which required the sacrifice of vessel and cargo. 
The most notorious of those legalized pirates, the 
Palmyra or Panchita, was captured by Lieutenant 
Gregory, of the Grampus, and sent into the port 
of Charleston for adjudication. This prompt and 
energetic act, which was supposed to have been 
in obedience to orders from our Government, and 
the appearance of the United States ship Cyane, 
in the port of St. Johns, charged with a strong 
remonstrance from the President to the Governor 
of Porto Rico, put an immediate check to these 
marauding expeditions. But, the Palmyra was 
released by the court in South Carolina, probably 
through some defect of the evidence in point of 
form; for Lieutenant Gregory transmitted several 
depositions, proving acts of plunder, which would 
alone have warranted the detention. Themoment 
the release of this vessel was known in Porto 
Rico, the marauding spirit was in action; and 
Mr. F’. said he had in his possession letters from 
respectable persons, residing in the neighborhood 
of that island, stating, that from ten to twenty 
privateers were despatched, or in preparation to 
renew their depredations. These letters state the 
cases of the Essex, Captain Davis, and the Ade- 
line, Captain Babson, as captured so late as the 
beginning of January. The former had been 
plundered, her captain and crew grossly abused, 
and, in all respects treated as pirates treat their 
victims, except, that to plunder and abuse, were 
added the mockery of a trial in an obscure port, 
where a person called a judge, had denied to Cap- 
tain Davis the right to read a paper, or to be even 
heard in his defence. 

Surely, said Mr. F., such outrages call for 
prompt and vigorous measures ; no other can afford 
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any redress, or quiet the apprehension of our mer. 
chants and unarmed seamen, and put an end t) 
this system of robbery, in a manner which com. 
ports with the safety of our commerce, and th 
dignity of the nation. He hoped the resolutioy 
would be adopted. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and afte; 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose anj 
reported their disagreement to the amendment; 
proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled “4, 
act making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1823” 
{Indian expenses,] except that which proposes tg 
add a third section to the said bill; as also, theiy 
disagreement to the amendment proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for the public buildings.” 

The House then proceeded to consider the re 
port of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the said amendments ; Where. 
upon, the first amendment proposed to the bill 
making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1823, 
[Indian expenses] was concurred in. . 

The question was then put to concur in the 
second amendment to the said bill, viz: 


‘*To purchase certain tracts of land in the State 
of Georgia, reserved to the Indians, in fee, by the 
treaties with the Creek Indians of the ninth of August, 
1814, and of the 8th January, 1821, and by the treaties 
with the Cherokee Indians of the 8th July, 1817, and 
of the 27th February, 1819, fifty thousand dollars.” 

And passed in the affirmative—yeas 58, nays 50, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Allen of Tennessee, Bar- 
stow, Bassett, Baylies, Blackledge, Breckenridge, Bur- 
ton, Cambreleng, Campbell of Ohio,Cannon, Cassedy, 
Conkling, Conner, Cuthbert, Durfee, Dwight, Edwards 
of N. C., Farrelly, Floyd, Gilmer, Holcombe, Hooks, 
Hubbard, Jennings, J. 8S. Johnston, Kent, McCarty, 
McCoy, McDuffie, McKim, McLane, Mallary, Mont 
gomery, Nelson of Massachusetts, Patterson of New 
York, Patterson of Pennsylvania, Pitcher, Reed of 
Massachusetts, Reid of Georgia, Rochester, Ross, Scott, 
Sergeant, Sloane, Arthur Smith, William Smith, J.8. 
Smith, Stewart, Tattnall, Udree, Van Wyck, Wal- 
ker, Walworth, Whipple, Williams of North Caro- 
lina, Wilson, and Wood. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Barber of 
Ohio, Bateman, Bigelow, Borland, Brown, Burrows, 
Chambers, Condict, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Darling- 
ton, Edwards of Connecticut, Edwards of Pennsyl- 
vania, Findlay, Fuller, Gebhard, Harris, Harvey, 
Hawks, Hill, Ingham, Lathrop, Lincoln, McSherry, 
Matson, Mattocks, Metcalfe, Mitchell of Penn., Murray, 
New, Pierson, Plumer of New Hampshire, Plumer of 
Pennsylvania, Reed of Maryland, Rhea, Rich, Russ, 
Sterling of Connecticut, Sterling of New York, Swan, 
Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Vance, White, Williams 
of Virginia, Williamson, and Woodcock. 

The third amendment to the said bill was then 
also concurred in by the House; and the question 
was taken to concur in the amendment which 
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1 mer. roposes to add a third section to the said bill, to | Gerry, late Vice President of the United States; 
end tp Je which the Committee of the Whole on the state | An act for the accommodation of the cireuit court 
1 com. of the Union reported their disagreement, and | of the United States for Washington county, in 
nd the ssed in the affirmative. And so all the amend- | the District of Columbia, and for the preservation 


ments to the said bill were concurred in by the | of the records of said court; An act to amend an 
House. ‘act, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and 


. ; | titles to land in the Territory of Florida,” approved 
Gin BUSINESS the 8th of May, 1822; and An act for clonal 
The amendment proposed by the Senate to the and improving certain roads for the purpose of 
(tee of [iM bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for | facilitating the transportation of the United States 
| after JM the public buildings,” was then read; and the | mail. The bill concerning the lands to be granted 
se and Jie question was taken, Will the House concur with | to the State of Missouri, for the purposes of educa- 
ments fie the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | tion, and other public uses, was reported with 
1 “Ay Union in their disagreement to the said amend- | amendments, and the residue of said bills without 


lution 


ilitar ment? and was determined in the negative. | amendment. 
1823," The non-concurrence with the Committee of | The bill to amend an act, entitled “An act for 
SeS to the Whole in their disagreement to the said amend- | ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Ter- 
, their J ment, was decided by the Speaker as equivalent | ritory of Florida,” approved the Sth of May, 
by the to the affirmative of a question to concur therein. | 199. was laid on the table; and the residue of 
appro- fie And so the said amendment was concurred in. _ the bills reported from the Committee of the 
A Message was received from the Presipent | Whole, without amendment, were severally or- 
he re. or THE UnitTep States, as follows: | dered to be read a third time to-day. 
he To the House of Representatives of the United States: The amendments reported from the Committee 
bil I transmit to the House of Representatives, in pur- | . pasnsc a ag hey f Missourt - a to 
litary suance of a resolution of that House, of the 30th Jan- § f ed O th i 0 h were or the pur- 
994 uary last, a report from the Secretary of State, con- | POS¢s Of e€ ucation and other public uses, were 
1823, taining the information required in relation to the read, and concurred in by the House, and were 
transactions of the Commissioners under the 5th and | ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
n the ith articles of the Treaty of Ghent; and also as to the | third time to-day. 
measures which have been taken under the 4th article, A message from the Senate informed the House 
State of the treaty with Spain, of the 22d of February, 1819, | that the Senate have passed bills of this House of 
v the for fixing the boundary line described in the 3d article | the following titles, to wit: An act providing for 
Igust, of the last mentioned treaty. | the examination of the titles to land in that part 
eaties JAMES MONROE. - of Louisiana situated between the Rio Hondo 
yand ie Wasuineton, Feb. 26, 1823. and the Sabine river; An act making appropria- 
s. ' The Message and report was laid on the table. _ tions for certain fortifications of the United States 
ys 50, 7 A message from the Senate informed the House | for the year 1823; and An act to discontinue cer- 
> that the Senate have passed bills of this House of | tain post roads, and to establish others; with 
Bar Mee the following titles, to wit: An act to carry into| amendments. The Senate have, also, passed the 
Bur ) effect the ninth article of the treaty concluded be- | joint resolution “to direct the withholding the 
sedy, fe tween the United States and Spain, the twenty- | salaries of certain prize agents,” also with amend- 
vards [ie second February, 1819; and An act to authorize | ments; in all which amendments they ask the 
ooks, J the Commissioner of the General Land Office to | concurrence of this House. 
arty, J remit the instalments due on certain lots in Shaw- | The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
font- HR neetown, in the State of Illinois, with amend-_ bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
New 7 ments; in which the Senate ask the concurrence | certain fortifications of the United States for the 
d of HE of this House. | year 1823,” were read, and committed to the 
‘colt, The amendments proposed by the Senate to the | Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
et | bill, entitled “An act to carry into effect the ninth | Union. 
‘aro article of the treaty concluded between the United | The amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
States and Spain, the 22d February, 1819,” were | joint resolution to direct the withholding the sal- 
crof @ °24, and concurred in by the House. | aries of certain prize agents, was read, and con- 
ows, _The amendments proposed by the Senate to the curred in by the House. 
ing. fill, entitled “An act to authorize, the Commis-| The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
sy- fp ‘loner of the General Land Office to remit the in- | the bill, entitled “An act to discontinue certain 
vey, [@  ‘talments due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in | post roads, and to establish others,” were read, 
sry, fe ‘the State of Illinois,’ were read, and concurred | and concurred in by the House. 
ray, & 0 by the House. The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
srof [ The House resolved itself into a Committee of | the bill, entitled “An act providing for the exam- 
‘uss, [— the Whole, on bills from the Senate, entitled An | ination of the titles to land in that part of Louis- 
van, —— act concerning the lands to be granted to the State | iana situated between the Rio Hondo and the 
ams —§ of Missouri, for the purposes of education, and | Sabine river,” were read, and concurred in by the 
other public uses; An act to authorize the pur- | House. : ' 
hen chase of a number of copies of the sixth volume of} Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, 
‘ion the Laws of the United States; An act for the | to wit: 


ich erection of a monument over the tomb of Elbridge} An act concerning the lands to be granted to 
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the State of Missouri, for the purposes of educa- 
tion, and other public uses, with amendments ; 

An act for the erection of a monument over 
the tomb of Elbridge Gerry, late Vice President 
of the United States ; 

An act for clearing and improving certain roads 
for the purpose of facilitating the transportation 
of the United States mail ; 

An act providing for the accommodation of the 
circuit court of the United States for Washing- 


ton county, in the District of Columbia, and for ' 
the preservation of the records of said court; | 
and An act to authorize the purchase of a number | 
of copies of the sixth volume of the Laws of the | 


United States ; were severally read a third time, 
and passed. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported the 
agreement of the Committee of the Whole to the 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for certain 
fortifications of the United States for the year 
1823.” 

The amendments were then concurred in by 
the House. 


| 
A message from the Senate informed the House | 


that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act amending, and supplementary to, the act for 
ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, and to provide for the survey 
and disposal of the public lands in Florida,” with 
amendments, in which they ask the concurrence 
of this House. 


The amendments were read, and concurred in | 


by the House. 
The House took up 
r 


the joint resolution from the Senate, “ directing 


the printing of the Journal of Congress from the | 


Sth of September, 1774, to the 3d of November, 
1786 ;” and the same having been amended, and 
read a third time on the 26th ultimo, the question 
was taken, Shall it pass? And it passed in the 
affirmative. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, the Commit- 
tee on the Militia, the Committee on Indian’ Af- 
fairs, the Committee on the Public Buildings, and 
the Committee on the Public Lands, respectively, 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the several matters and things to them referred 
during the present session, and upon which they 
have not reported to the House. 


A message from the Senate informed the House | 
| the following resolution : 


that the Senate disagree to the amendment proposed 
by this House to the joint resolution directing the 
printing of the Journal of Congress, from the 5th 
September, 1774, to the 3d of November, 1786. 

The House proceeded to reconsider their said 
amendment; whereupon it was resolved, that this 
House doth insist on their said amendment. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate adhere to their disagreement to the 
amendment proposed by this House to the joint 


and proceeded to consider | 





| resolution, “ directing the printing the Journals o; 
Congress, from the 5th of September, 1774, to the 
| 3d November, 1786.” 

| _ The House then again proceeded to reconside, 
their amendment to the said resolution; where. 
| upon it was resolved, that this House do adher 
| to their said amendment. And so the said resp. 
| lution was lost. 


_ And the House adjourned. 





Monpay, March 3. 


Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee appointed 
on the memorial of the administrators on the ¢. 
' tate of John H. Piatt, deceased, made a favorable 
| report thereon; which was ordered to lie on the 
| ta le. 

| On motion of Mr. BiackLepes, the Commis. 
_ sioner of the Public Buildings was ordered to fur. 
nish such of the rooms in the centre building a; 
' shall be finished, for the reception of the Commit. 
tees of the Eighteenth Congress, and the addi. 
| tional rooms for the Clerk’s department ; and that 
| the necessary expense be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House. 


Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United State: 
| be requested to inform this House, at an early period 
| of the next session of Congress, whether any member 
| or members of the present or of the ensuing Congress 
are, or have been, concerned, either directly or indi- 
rectly, in contracts entered into with any of the De- 
| partments of Government ; also, whether any members 
| are in arrears to the Government. 


The said resolution being reaad— 


Mr. Cocke moved that the rule which requires 
| resolutions calling on the President or any Exe. 
' ecutive Department of the Government to lie on 
| the table one day for consideration, be suspended 
| in this particular case. 
| On the question, Shall the said rule be suspend- 
|ed? It was determined in the negative ; and the 
resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. HILt, it was ordered that 4 
committee be appointed on the part of this House, 
| jointly with such committee as may be appointed 
| on the part of the Senate, to wait upon the Presi- 

dent of the United States, and notify him that, 
unless he may have other communications to make 
to the two Houses of Congress, they are ready to 
adjourn. Mr. Hitt and Mr. Co.pen were ap- 
| pointed of the said committee on the part of this 
ouse. 


Mr. Hitt, of Maine, submitted for consideration 


Resolved, That the thanks of the House be presented 
to the Hon. P. P. Banzovur, for the promptitude, assid- 
uity, and ability, with which he has administered the 
duties of the Chair during the present session. 


Mr. ALLEN, of Massachusetts, suggested the 
insertion of the word “impartiality,” after the 
word “ assiduity ;” to which amendment Mr. Hitt 
assented. Thus modified, the resolution was 
unanimously agreed to. 
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REORGANIZATION OF THE COURTS. is vested with, and exercises, the jurisdiction of a cir- 
Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire, from the | cuit court of the United States. 
Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed | The preceding statement may be considered as pre- 
‘squire “ whether any, and, if any, what, al- | senting a hasty outline of the principal features of the 
ane are necessary to be made in the organi- | Federal Judiciary, with the most important changes 
orn of the courts of the United States, so as it See, undergone, but without pretending 
. to notice its minuter variations. 
more — — eel conte at | It is understood by the committee that those States 
severa 3 


. : which, under the present arrangements, are deprived 
the memorial of the Legislature of the State of | of the benefits of a circuit court, are desirous, for 


Indiana upon the same subject, made a report | reasons not deemed necessary here to be enumerated, 
thereon adverse to making the alterations suggest- | that such alterations should be made in the existing 
ed; which report was laid on the table. | system as would extend to them the advantages en- 
[tis as follows: | joyed by the States where such courts exist. This 
The number of new States admitted into the Union | desire of the new States to be placed upon a footing 
since the Federal Judiciary was first established, and | of equality with the old, in respect to their judicial 
the natural increase of business both in the old and | establishments, so far as these depend upon the United 
new States, render, in the opinion of the committee, | States, appears to the committee just and reasonable. 
some change, at no very distant period, in the organi- | Nor are there wanting obvious reasons of interest and 
zation of the courts of the United States, highly expe- | of policy, operating equally upon the Government and 
dient, if not essential to the due execution of the | the people, in all parts of the Union, in favor of plac- 
we. ing the courts of the United States, wherever they 
The Judiciary system of the United States, as orig- @*!St, upon the most respectable footing; and of giv- 
inally established, consisted of one Supreme Court, six | ing them, in every section of the country, in the West 
circuit courts, and thirteen district courts. The dis- | #5 Well asin the East, the form and the facilities which 
trict court was held by one judge in each district; the | ™#Y, in each case, enable them best to answer the im- 
circuit court was formed by the union of the district | Portant objects of their original institution. For this 
judge with one or more of the judges of the supreme | PUTpose, three different plans have occurred to the 
court; and the Supreme Court itself was composed of | Committee as among the means most likely to effect 
a chief justice and five associate judges. The num-_ this desirable object : 
ber of the district courts has since been increased to 1. To increase the number of circuits to nine, and 
twenty-seven, by the admission of new States into the add two more judges to the Supreme Court. 
Union, or the division of the old ones into separate 2. To establish circuit courts throughout the United 
districts; there being two district courts in New | States, upon a plan similar to that adopted in 1801, 
York, two in Pennsylvania, two in Virginia, and one but with such modifications as may be found expe- 
in each of the other States. By an act of Congress, | dient; and to provide for the eventual reduction of 
passed February 13, 1801, the United States were di- | the number of judges of the Supreme Court to five. 
vided into six circuits, with a circuit court in each, 3. To establish two circuit courts in the Western 
consisting of three judges, who were to hold two terms | States, with the same general powers and jurisdiction 
ayear in each district, and were invested with the same | a8 are now possessed by the circuit courts of the Uni- 
general powers and jurisdiction as the former circuit | ted States, to which (as in other circuits) an appeal 
courts possessed. By the same act, the sessions of the | should lie from the district courts, and thence, under 
Supreme Court were, in future, to be holden twice a | the ordinary limitations, to the Supreme Court. 
year, at the city of Washington, the judges were no | Each of these plans possesses some advantages over 
longer required to sit in the circuit courts; and their | the others, and is, at the same time, liable to some 
number, on the death or resignation of the judges then | objections. 
on the bench, was to be reduced to five. Onthe 8th) Ist. In the final decision of judicial questions, a 
of March, 1802, this act was repealed, and the former | small number of judges, qualified for their station as 
system was restored. On the 24th of February, 1807, | those of the United States will, we may hope, always 
a new circuit was formed in the Western country, | be, are likely to prosecute their legal inquiries more 
embracing the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, and | thoroughly, come to more correct conclusions, and act 
Ohio; and the number of the judges of the Supreme | with greater impartiality, uniformity, and despatch, 
Court was increased to seven. Since that time, six | than a numerous, and consequently discordant, body 
new States have been admitted into the Union from | can be presumed always to do. In this respect, it is 








| the West alone; and one has been created in the believed that the number of the judges of the Supreme 
| East, by the separation of Maine from Massachusetts. | Court, as now constituted, is sufficiently large (if, in- 


From the extent of the country, the number of the | deed, it be not already too great) for the convenient 


_ States, and the increasing mass of business constantly | despatch of the important business which comes yearly 


depending in the circuit courts, it was obviously im- | before it. 


| 
} 
| 


| possible for seven judges to hold two courts annually | 2d. With respect to the second proposition, it may 
| In each of the twenty-seven judicial districts, into | be remarked, that a similar system having been once 


which the United States (exclusive of the Territories) | adopted, and subsequently abandoned, its re-enact- 


are now divided. The judges of the Supreme Court | ment would probably be opposed, at least till other 


have not, therefore, been required by law to go into | expedients, promising more favorable results, shall 


’ the new Western States; and there are, accordingly, | have been first tried. 


NO circuit courts holden in Louisiana, Indiana, Mis-| 3d. The institution of two new circuits in the 


sissippi, Illinois, Alabama, and Missouri, nor in the | Western States, with one judge in each, who, sitting 


Territories of Michigan, Arkansas, and Florida. In| successively with the district judges in their several 


each of these States and Territories, the district court | districts, should form the circuit court for those dis- 
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tricts, would, it is believed, obviate many of the incon- 
veniences arising from the present organization of the 
courts in that part of the Union; and the same ar- 
rangement, if found on trial to answer the purposes 
designed by it, might, as circumstances required, be 
extended to other sections of the country, and thus 
lead, finally, to the adoption of one uniform system of 
circuit courts throughout the United States. For the 
purposes of the present experiment, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Missouri might be conveniently formed into one 
circuit ; and Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama into 
another. 


Without going at all into the details of these sev- 
eral plans, or even expressing any decided opinion in 
favor of either of them, the committee, in obedience to 
the commands of the House to report on this subject, 
have thought proper to present it, at this time, in its 
present form, not with a view to the adoption, at this 
session, of any decisive measures in relation to a de- 
partment of the Government so important as that of 
the Judiciary, but in hopes that the subject may at- 
tract the attention of the country generally, and of 
those parts of it, in particular, which are more imme- 
diately concerned in its investigation; and that the 
next Congress may be prepared, at an early period, to 
decide whether any, and, if any, what changes are 
necessary in the organization of the courts of the 
United States, to enable them more effectually to 
attain the objects for which they were originally in- 
stituted. 


The memorial from the Legislature of Indiana re- 
quests either that Congress would organize a new cir- 
cuit, of which that State should form a part; or that 
she may be attached to the Western circuit, consist- 
ing, at present, of Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 
The first of these recuests would be substantially com- 
plied with by the adoption of either of the above plans 
suggested by the committee. The other alternative 
presented by the Legislature of Indiana is attended 
with some difficulty. There is, at present, but one 
judge of the Supreme Court in the Western States; 
and it is understood by the committee that the terms 
which he is now by law required to hold, together 
with his attendance, annually, at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, as a member of the Supreme Court, occupy his 
time and attention so exclusively,.as to render it im- 
proper that any additional duties should be imposed 
upon him. 

The committee, therefore, ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution and memo- 
rial referred to them by the House. 


CLOSE OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. WricuT moved that the House do come to 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That three members of this House, with 
the Superintendent of the Public Buildings, cause the 
room to be arranged in such manner as they may 
judge best suited to the publie business. 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied 
with sundry statements in relation to allowances 
made to registers and receivers of land offices, for 
clerk hire, office rent, transmission of public 
moneys, office furniture &c., since the 20th of 
April, 1816, rendered in obedience to the resolu- 








— 
tion of the 19th ultimo; which letter and staje. 
ments were ordered to lie on the table. 


A message from the Senate informed the Hoy. 
that the Senate have concurred in the resolution 
for the appointment of a joint committee to wai: 
on the President of the United States, and notis 
him that, unless he may have other communies 
tions to make to the two Houses of Congress, {)i¢ 
are ready to adjourn; and they have appointed , 
committee on their part. 

Mr. Hitt, from the joint committee last mep. 
tioned, reported that the committee had waited oy 
the President of the United States, and informe; 
him that, unless he might have other communica. 
tions to make to the two Houses of Congress, they 
are ready to adjourn; and that they received 
from the President for answer, that he had no {y;. 
ther communications to make to Congress. 

It was then ordered, that a message be sent t 
the Senate, to inform that body that this House. 
having completed the legislative business before 
it, is now ready to adjourn; and that the Clerk 
do go with the said message. 

he Clerk having delivered the said message, 
and being returned— : 
A message was received from the Senate noti- 
fying the House that the Senate, having completed 
the egislative business before them, are ready, 
by an adjournment, to close the present session o/ 
Congress. 

And thereupon— 


The Speaker (Mr. Barsour) rose from his 
Chair, and addressed the House as follows: 


To receive the approbation of our country is at al! 
times the highest reward which can be bestowed upon 
a citizen in the public service ; to receive the expres- 
sion of that approbation from the representatives o/ 
the people, with whom it has been my fortune to act, 
gives to it, in my estimation, an increased degree of 
interest ; but when, in addition to this, I recollect that 
this is the second occasion in which I have received 
this high mark of confidence from the same House of 
Representatives ; from’gentlemen with whom, for two 
successive sessions, I have been associated in legisla 
tion; it inspires me with the deepest sense of grati- 
tude. Ihave nothing to offer you but my sincere 
thanks in return for this renewed evidence of yout 
good opinion, as well as for the kind indulgence with 
which you have supported me in the discharge of my 
official duties. There are few stations in civil life of 
a character either more important or more difficult thaa 
that of the presiding officer of this House. On your 
deliberations essentially depend the prosperity of this 
extensive andextending Confederacy. In their progress 
the most novel and perplexing questions are frequent! 
presented for the instantaneous decision of your Speake"; 
and the duties which, in general, appertain to his olfice, 
involve, in themselves, the highest degree of respons 
bility. In such a situation to be able to command 
success, is the attribute of no man; to endeavor t) 
deserve it, is within the reach of all; that endeavor! 
am conscious of having ecrnestly made ; and, to the 
pleasure arising from that consciousness, the resolution 
which you have just passed, adds the gratification ° 
believing that my offorts, in this respect, have 10 
been altogether fruitless. 


We are now, gentlemen, about to close the labors 
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—~ BB of the Seventeenth Congress. I trust that, upon a| of you, perhaps, I may never meet again. May you 
ale. HM review of its measures, it will be found by our constit- long live to enjoy the rewards of your past service, 
Me ents that, however we may have differed in opinion | and to render others to a grateful country. 
use I in relation to the means, we have all had in view one} A motion was then made, that the House do 
tion A grea one common end—the promotion of the gene-| pow adjourn, and the question being put, it was 
vait agg 1 welfare. | carried in the affirmative; and thereupon, the 
tify We are soon, gentlemen, about to separate ; many | Speaker adjourned the House sine die. 
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APPENDIX 


TO THE HISTORY OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. 


[SECOND SESSION.] 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC ACTS PASSED BY IT. 


CONVENTION WITH FRANCE. 


Documents accompanying the Message of the President 
of the United States to both Houses, at the com- 
mencement of the Second Session of the Seventeenth 
Congress—December 3, 1822. 


A PROCLAMATION. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Whereas, by the second section of an act of 
Congress of the 6th of May last, entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act concerning navigation, 
and also to authorize the appointment of deputy 
collectors,” it is provided, that, in the event of the 
signature of any treaty or convention concerning 
the navigation or commerce between the United 
States and France, the President of the United 
States, if he should deem the same expedient, may | 
suspend, by proclamation, until the end of the | 
next session of Congress, the operation of the | 
act, entitled “ An act to impose a new tonnage 
duty on French ships and vessels, and for other 
purposes ;” and also to suspend, as aforesaid, all | 
| other duties on French vessels, or the goods im- | 
| ported in the same, which may exceed the duties | 
on American vessels, and on similar goods im- 
ported in the same; and whereas a convention of | 
navigation and commerce between the United { 
States of America and his Majesty the King of 
France and Navarre, has this day been duly | 
signed, by John Quincy Adams, Secretary of | 
State, on the part of the United States, and by 
the Baron Hyde de Neuville, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary from France, 





respectively furnished their full powers in manner 
following, that is to say: The President of the 
United States to John Quincy Adams, their Sec- 
retary of State; and His Most Christian Majesty, 
to the Baron Hyde de Neuville, Knight of the 
Royal and Military Order of St. Louis, Comman- 
der of the Legion of Honor, Grand Cross of the 
Royal American Order of Isabella the Catholic, 
his Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary near the United States; who, after ex- 
changing their full powers, have agreed on the 
following articles: 

Artic.e 1. Articles of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United States, imported into 
France in vessels of the United States, shall pay 
an additional duty, not exceeding twenty francs 
per ton of merchandise, over and above the duties 
paid on the like articles, also of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, of the United States, when 
imported in French vessels. 

Art,2. Articles of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of France, imported into the United 
States in French vessels, shall pay an additional 
duty, not exceeding three dollars and seventy-five 
cents per ton of merchandise over and above the 
duties collected upon the like articles, also of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of France, when 
imported in vessels of the United States. 

Art. 3. No discriminating duty shall be levied 
upon the productions of the soil or industry of 
France, imported in French bottoms into the 
ports of the United States for transit or re-expor- 
tation; nor shall any such duties be levied upon 
the productions of the soil or industry of the Uni- 


on the part of his Most Christian Majesty, which | ted States, imported in vessels of the United States 


convention is in the words following : 


: tl 
Convention of Navigation and Commerce between the 


United States of America and His Majesty the 
King of France and Navarre. 


The United States of America and His Ma- 


into the ports of France for transit or re-exporta- 


on. 
Arr. 4. The following quantities shall be-con- 
sidered as forming the ton of merchandise for 
each of the articles hereinafter specified : 

Wines, four 61 gallon hogsheads, or 244 gal- 


jesty the King of France and Navarre, being de- | lons of 231 cubic inches, American measure. 


sirous of settling the relations of navigation and 
commerce between their respective nations, by a 


Brandies, and all other liquids, 244 gallons. 
Silks and all other dry goods, and all other ar- 


temporary convention reciprocally beneficial and | ticles usually subject to measurement, 42 cubic 
satisfactory, and thereby of leading to a more per- | feet, French, in France, and 50 cubic feet, Ame- 
manent and comprehensive arrangement, have! rican measure, in the United States. 
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Convention with France. 
Catton, 804 pounds avoirdupois, or 365 kilo-| Arr.8. The present convention shall be ratified 


grammes. 

Tobacco, 1,600 pounds avoirdupois, or 725 kilo- 
grammes. 

Ashes, pot and pearl, 2,240 pounds avoirdupois, 
or 1,016 kilogrammes. 

Rice, 1,600 pounds avoirdupois, or 725 kilo- 
grammes; and for all weighable articles, not spe- 
cified, 2,240 pounds avoirdupois, or 1,016 kilo- 

rammes. 

Art. 5. The duties of tonnage, light-money, 
pilotage, port charges, brokerage, and all other 
duties upon foreign shipping, over and above those 
paid by the national shipping in the two coun- 
tries respectively, other than those specified in 
articles 1 and 2 of the present convention, shall 
not exceed in France, for vessels of the United 
States, five francs per ton of the vessel’s American 
register ; nor for vessels of France in the United 
States, ninety-four cents per ton of the vessel’s 
French passport. 

Art. 6. The contracting parties, wishing to 
favor their mutual commerce by affording in their 
ports every necessary assistance to their respective 
vessels, have agreed that the consuls and vice 
consuls, may cause to be arrested the sailors, being 
part of the crews of the vessels of their respective 
nations, who shall have deserted from the said 
vessels, in order to send them back and transport 
them out of the country. For which purpose the 
said consuls and vice consuls shall address them- 
selves to the courts, judges, and officers compe- 
tent, and shall demand the said deserters in wri- 
ting, proving, by an exhibition of the registers of 
the vessel, or ship’s roll, or other official docu- 
ments, that those men were part of said crews; 
and on this demand, so proved, (saving however 
where the contrary is proved,) the delivery shall 
not be refused ; and there shall be given all aid 
and assistance to the said consuls and vice con- 
suls for the search, seizure, and arrest, of said de- 
serters, who shall even be detained and kept in 
the prisons of the country, at their request and 
expense, until they shall have found an opportu- 
nity of sending them back. But if they be not 
sent back within three months, to be counted from 
the day of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, 
and shall be no more arrested for the same cause. 

Art. 7. The present temporary convention 
shall be in force for two years from the first day 
of October next, and even after the expiration of 
that term, until the conclusion of a definitive 
treaty, or until one of the parties shall have de- 
clared its intention to renounce it; which de- 
claration shall be made at least six months before 
hand. 

And in case the present arrangement should 
remain without such declaration of its discontin- 
uance by either party, the extra duties specified 
in the Ist and 2d articles shall, from the expira- 
tion of the said two years, be, on both sides, di- 
minished by one-fourth of their whole amount, 
and, afterwards, by one-fourth of the said amount 
from year to year, so long as neither party shall 
have declared the intention of renouncing it as 
above stated. 


on both sides, and the ratifications shall be ex. 
changed within a, from the date hereof, o; 
sooner, if possible. But the execution of the sai; 
convention shall commence in both countries oy 
the 1st day of October next, and shall be effective. 
even in case of non-ratification, for all such ves. 
sels as may have sailed bona fide for the ports of 
either nation, in the confidence of its being jy 
| force. 
| In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentia- 
ries have signed the present convention, and have 
thereto affixed their seals, at the City of Wash- 
ington, this 24th day of June, A. D. 1822. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, [.. s,) 
G. HYDE DE NEUVILLE. [1. s,) 


SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


The extra duties levied on either side before 
the present day, by virtue of the act of Congress 
of 15th May, 1820, and of the ordonnance of 26th 
July of the same year, and others confirmatiye 
thereof, and which have not already been paid 
back, shall be refunded. 

Signed and sealed as above, this 24th day of 
June, 1822. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, [L. s,) 
G. HYDE DE NEUVILLE. [c. s.| 


SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


It is agreed that the extra duties, specified in 
the first and second articles of this convention, 
shall be levied only upon the excess of value of 
the merchandise imported, over the value of the 
merchandise exported in the same vessel upon 
the same voyage: so that if the value of the arti- 
| cles exported shall equal or exceed that of the 
| articles imported in the same vessel (not including, 
however, articles imported for transit or re-exporta- 
tion) no such extra duties shall be levied ; and if 
the articles exported are less in value than those 
imported, the extra duties shall be levied only 
upon the amount of the difference of their value. 
This article, however, shall take effect only in 
case of ratification on both sides, and not until 
two months after the ratifications. But the re- 
fusal to ratify this article, on either side, shall in 
no wise affect or impair the ratification or the 
validity of the preceding articles of this conven- 
tion. 

Signed and sealed as above, this 24th day of 
June, 1822. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, [L. s.| 
G. HYDE DE NEUVILLE. [1. s.] 


Now, therefore, be it known, that I, James 
Monroe, President of the United States, in pur- 
suance of the authority aforesaid, do hereby sus- 
pend, from and after the first day of October next, 
until the end of the next session of Congress, the 
operation of the act aforesaid, entitled “An act to 
impose a new tonnage duty on French ships and 
vessels, and for other purposes, and also all other 
duties on French vessels, and the goods, being 
the growth, produce, and manufacture of France, 
imported in the same, which may exceed the 
duties on American vessels, and on similar goods 
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imported in the same, saving only discriminating 

duties payable on French vessels, and on articles 
of the growth, produce, and manufacture of 

France, imported in the same, stipulated by the 

gid convention to be paid. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents, 
and signed the same with my hand. Done at 
Washington, the 24th day of June, in the year 
of our Lord 1822, and of the Independence of 
the United States the forty-sixth. 

JAMES MONROE. 


By the President: 
Joun Quincy Apams, Secretary of State. 





(The above convention was ratified, and the 
ratifications duly exchanged on the 12th February, 
1823, with an additional separate article annexed, 
as follows :] 

SEPARATE ARTICLE. | 

The extra duties levied on either side before the 
present day, by virtue of the act of Congress of 
15th May, 1820, and of the ordonnance of 26th 
July of the same year, and others confirmative 
thereof, and which have not already been paid 
back, shall be refunded. 

Signed and sealed as above, this 24th day of 
June, 1822. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Ic. s.] 
G. HYDE DE NEUVILLE, [c. s.} 


TRADE WITH THE WEST INDIES. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
A PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas, by an act of the Congress of the 
United States, passed on the 6th day of May last, 
it was provided, that, on satisfactory evidence 
being given to the President of the United States, 
that the ports in the islands or colonies in the 
West Indies, under the dominion of Great Britain, 
have been opened to the vessels of the United 
States, the President should be, and thereby was, 
authorized to issue his proclamation, declaring 
that the ports of the United States should there- 
after be opened to the vessels of Great Britain, 
employed in the trade and intercourse between | 
the United States and such islands or colonies, 
subject to such reciprocal rules and restrictions as 
the President of the United States might, by such 
proclamation, make and publish; any thing in the 
laws, entitled “An act concerning navigation, or, | 
an act, entitled “An act supplementary to an act | 
concerning navigation,” to the contrary notwith- 
standing. And whereas satisfactory evidence has 
been given to the President of the United States, | 
that the ports hereinafter mentioned, in the isl- 


ands or colonies in the West Indies, under the | 
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West Indies. 


In Jamaica. 


Antonio, Saint Ann, 
Falmouth, Maria, Mo- 


rant Bay, - - - 
Saint George - - Grenada. 
Roseau Sind) mag Dominica. 
Saint Johns - Antigua. 
San Josef - - - Trinidad. 
Scarborough - - Tobago. 
Road Harbor_~ - - Tortola. 
Nassau - - - New Providence. 
Pittstown - : - Crooked Island. 
Kingston - - - St. Vincent. 


Port St. George, and 


Port Hamilton - Bermuda. 
Any port where there 

is a custom-house - Bahamas. 
Bridgetown - - Barbadoes. 
St. Johns, St. Andrews, © New Brunswick. 
Halifax - - - Nova Scotia. 
Quebec - - - Canada. 
St. Johns - - - Newfoundland. 
George Town - - Demarara. 
New Amsterdam - Berbice. 
Castres - - : St. Lucia. 
Basseterre - - - St. Kitts. 
Charlestown - - Nevis. 
And Plymouth - - Montserrat. 


Now, therefore, 1 James Monroe, President of 


the United States of America, do hereby declare 
and proclaim that the ports of the United States 
shall hereafter, and until the end of the next session 
of the Congress of the United States, be open to 


the vessels of Great Britain employed in the trade 
and intercourse between the United States and 
the islands and colonies hereinbefore named ; any 
thing in the laws, entitled “An act concerning 
navigation,” or, an act supplementary to an act, 


entitled “An act supplementary to an act con- 
cerning navigation,” to the contrary notwithstand- 


ing, under the following reciprocal rules and re- 


strictions, namely : 


The vessels of Great Britain, bona fide British 
built, owned, and the master and three-fourths of 
the mariners of which at least shall belong to 
Great Britain, or any United States’ built ship or 
vessel, which has been sold to, and become the 
property of British subjects, such ship or vessel 
being also navigated with a master, and three- 
fourths of the mariners at least, belonging to 
Great Britain ; and, provided always, that no ar- 
ticles shall be imported into the United States 
in any such British ship or vessel, other than ar- 


ticles of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of 


the British islands and colonies in the West In- 
dies, when imported in British vessels coming 
from any such island or colony, and articles of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture, of the Brit- 
ish colonies in North America, or of the island of 
Newloundland, in vessels coming from the port 
of St. Johns, in that island, or from any of the 


dominion of Great Britain, have been opened to aforesaid ports of the British colonies in North 


the vessels of the United States, that is to say: 
The ports of Kingston, Sa- 
vannah La Mar, Mon- In Jamaica. 
tego Bay, Santa Lucia, 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—38 





America. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Wash- 
ington, this twenty-fourth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
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twenty-two, and in the forty seventh year of the| pursuance of the fifth article of the Convention 


Independence of the United States. 
JAMES MONROE. 
By the President: 
Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 


CONVENTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN. © 


Message from the President of the United States, tvans- 
mitting copies of a Convention concluded at St. 
Petersburg, the 12th day of July, 1822, wnder the 
mediation of the Emperor of all the Russias, between 
the United States of America and His Britannic 
Majesty, communicated to the House Janwary 25, 
1823. 


WasuincoTon, January 16, 1823. 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Convention concluded and signed at St. 
Petersburg, on the 12th day of July last, under the 
mediation of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias, having been ratified by the three 
Powers, parties thereto, and the ratifications of 
the same having been duly exchanged, copies of 
it are now communicated to Congress, to the end 
that the measures for carrying it, on the part of 
the United States, into execution, may obtain the 
co-operation of the Legislature, necessary to the 
accomplishment of some of its provisions. A 
translation is subjoined of the three explanatory 
documents, in the French language, referred to 
in the fourth article of the Convention, and an- 
nexed to it. The agreement executed at the ex- 
change of the ratifications is likewise communi- 


cated. 
JAMES MONROE. 





A PROCLAMATION. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Whereas a Convention between the United 
States of America and His Britannic Majesty 
was concluded and signed at St. Petersburg, under 
the mediation of the Emperor of all the Russias, 
on the twelfth day of July last, by the respective 
Plenipotentiaries of the three Powers ; and whereas 
the said Convention has been by them duly rati- 
fied, and the respective ratifications of the same 
were exchanged at Washington, on the tenth day 
of the present month, by John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States, the Right 
Honorable Stratford Canning, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic 
Majesty, and Mr. George Ellisen, Chargé d’Af- 


faires of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all | 
the Russias, on the part of their several Govern- | 
ments; which Convention is in the words follow- | 


ing, to wit: 


In the name of the most holy and indivisible! of Charles LI. of Spain, of St. Ferdinand and of 
| Merit of Naples, of the Annunciation of Sardinia, 
The President of the United States of America, | of the Polar Star of Sweden, of the Elephant of 


Trinity : 


and His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, having agreed, in 





concluded at London on the 20th day of Octobe; 
1818, to refer the differences which had arisen be. 
tween the two Governments, upon the true cop. 
struction and meaning of the first article of the 
Treaty of Peace and Amity, concluded at Ghen, 
on the 24th day of December, 1814, to the friendly 
arbitration of His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, mutually engaging to consider his deci- 
sion as final and conclusive ; and his said Imperial] 
Majesty having, after due consideration, given his 
decision upon these differences in the following 
terms, to wit: 


“That the United States of America are enti- 
tled to claim from Great Britain a just indemni- 
fication for all private property, which the British 
forces may have carried away; and as the ques 
tion relates to slaves more especially, for all the 
slaves that the British forces may have carried 
away from places and territories of which the 
Treaty stipulates the restitution, in quitting these 
same places and territories.” 

“ That the United States are entitled to consider 
as having been so carried away, all such slaves as 
may have been transferred from the above men- 
tioned territories to British vessels within the 
waters of the said territories, and who for this 
reason may not have been restored.” 

“But that, if there should be any American 
slaves who were carried away from territories of 
which the first article of the Treaty of Ghent has 
not stipulated the restitution to the United States, 
the United States are not entitled to claim an in- 
demnification for the said slaves:” 

Now, for the purpose of carrying into effect this 
award of His Imperial Majesty, as arbitrator, his 
good offices have been further invoked to assist in 
framing such Convention or Articles of Agree- 
ment between the United States of America and 
His Britannic Majesty, as shall provide the mode 
of ascertaining and determining the value of slaves 
and of other private property, which may have 
been carried away in contravention of the Treaty 
of Ghent, and for which indemnification is to be 
made to the citizens of the United States, in virtue 
of His Imperial Majesty’s said award, and shall 
secure compensation to the sufferers for their losses, 
so ascertained and determined. And His Imperial 
Majesty has consented to lend his mediation for 
the above purpose, and has constituted and ap- 
pointed Charles Robert Count Nesselrode, His 
Imperial Majesty’s Privy Counsellor, Meiber of 
the Council of State, Secretary of State directing 
the Imperial Department of Foreign Affairs, Cham- 
berlain, Knight of the order of Saint Alexander 
Nevsky, Grand Cross of the order of Saint Vladi- 
mir of the first class, Knight of that of the White 
Eagle of Poland, Grand Cross of the order of St. 
Stephen of Hungary, of the Black and of the Red 
Eagle of Prussia, of the Legion of Honor of France, 


Denmark, of the Golden Eagle of Wirtemberg, ©! 
Fidelity of Baden, of St. Constantine of Parma 
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and of Guelph of Hanover; and John Count Ca- 

jstrias, His Imperial Majesty’s Privy Coun- 
sellor, and Secretary of State, Knight of the order 
of St. Alexander ea Grand Cross of the order 
of St. Viadimir of the first class, Knight of that of 
the White Eagle of Poland, Grand Cross of the 
order of St. Stephen of Hungary, of the Black and 
of the Red Eagle of Prussia, of the Legion of 
Honor of France, of Charles III. of Spain, of St. 
Ferdinand and of Merit of Naples, of St. Maurice 
and of St. Lazarus of Sardinia, of the Elephant 


of Denmark, of Fidelity and of the Lion of Zah-. 


ringen of Baden, Burgher of the Canton of Vaud, 
and also of the Canton and of the Republic of 
Geneva, as his Plenipotentiaries to treat, adjust, 
and conclude such Articles of Agreement as may 
tend to the attainment of the above mentioned 
end, with the Plenipotentiaries of the United States 
and of His Britannic Majesty ; that is to say, on 
the part of the President of the United States, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, 
Henry Middleton, a citizen of the said United 
States, and their Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Seay to His Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias; and on the part of His Majesty 
the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and ireland, the Right Honorable Sir Charles 
Bagot, one of His Majesty’s most honorable Privy 
Council, Knight Grand Cross of the most hon- 
orable order of the Bath, and His Majesty’s Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His 
Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias. And the 
said Plenipotentiaries, after a reciprocal commu- 
nication of their respective full powers, found in 
good and due form, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles: 

ArticLe 1. For the purpose of ascertaining and 
determining the amount of indemnification which 
may be due to citizens of the United States under 
the decision of His Imperial Majesty, two Com- 
missioners and two Arbitrators shall be appointed 


| in the manner following, that is to say, one com- 


missioner and one arbitrator shall be nominated 
and appointed by the President of the United 
States of America, by, and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate thereof; and one commis- 
sioner and one arbitrator shall be appointed by 
His Britannic Majesty. And the two commis- 
sioners and two arbitrators, thus appointed, shall 
meet and hold their sittings as a Board in the city 
of Washington. They shall have power to ap- 
point a secretary, and before proceeding to the 
other business of the commission, they shall, re- 
spectively, take the following oath, (or affirma- 
tion,) in the presence of each other. Which oath 
or affirmation, being so taken, and duly attested, 
shall be entered on the record of their proceedings; 
that is to say, “I, A B, one of the commissioners 
(or arbitrators, as the case may be,) appointed in 
pursuance of the convention concluded at St. Pe- 
tersburg on the 30th [12th] day of June, (July,] 
One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, 
between His Majesty the Emperor of all the Rus- 
slas, the United States of America, and His Bri- 
tannic Majesty, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
‘hat I will diligently, impartially, and carefully, 
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examine, and, to the best of my judgment, accord- 
ing to justice and equity, decide all matters sub- 
mitted to me as commissioner (or arbitrator, as 
the case may be) under the said convention.” 

All vacancies occurring by death or otherwise 
shall be filled up in the manner of the original ap- 
pointment, and the new commissioners or arbitra- 
tors shall take the same oath or affirmation, and 
perform the same duties. 

ArticLe 2. If, at the first meeting of this 
board, the Governments of the United States and 
of Great Britain shall not have agreed upon an 
average value, to be allowed as compensation for 
each slave for whom indemnification may be due; 
then, and in that case, the commissioners and 
arbitrators shall conjointly proceed to examine the 
testimony which shall be produced under the au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
together with such other competent testimony as 
they may see cause to require or allow, going to 
prove the true value of slaves at the period of the 
exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty of 
Ghent; and upon the evidence so obtained, they 
shall agree upon and fix the average value. But 
in case that a majority of the board of commis- 
sioners and arbitrators should not be able to agree 
respecting such average value, then, and in that 
case, recourse shall be had to the arbitration of 
the minister or other agent of the mediating Power, 
accredited to the Government of the United States. 
A statement of the evidence produced, and of the 
proceedings of the board thereupon, shall be com- 
municated to the said minister or agent, and his 
decision, founded upon such evidence and pro- 
ceedings, shall be final and conclusive. And the 
said average value, when fixed and determined by 
either of the three before mentioned methods, shall 
in all cases serve as a rule for the compensation 
to be awarded for each and every slave, (or whom 
it may afterwards be found that indemnification 
is due. 

Art. 3. When the average value of slaves shall 
have been ascertained and fixed, the two commis- 
sioners shall constitute a board for the examina- 
tion of the claims which are to be submitted to 


them, and they shall notify to the Secretary of 


State of the United States, that they are ready to 
receive a definitive list of the slaves and other 
private property, for which the citizens of the 
United States claim indemnification ; it being un- 
derstood and hereby agreed that the commission 
shall not take cognizance of, nor receive, and that 
His Britannic Majesty shall not be required to 
make, compensation for any claims for private 
property under the first article of the Treaty of 
Ghent, not contained in the said list. And His 
Britannic Majesty hereby engages to cause to be 
produced before the commission, as material, 
towards ascertaining facts, all the evidence of 
which His Majesty’s Government may be in pos- 
session, by returns from His Majesty’s officers or 
otherwise, of the number of slaves carried away. 
But the evidence so produced, or its defective- 
ness, shall not go in bar of any claim or claims 
which shall be otherwise satisfactorily authenti- 
cated. 





1191 


rc a 


Arr. 4. The two commissioners are hereby em- 
powered and required to go into an examination 
of all the claims submitted, through the above- 


mentioned list, by the owners of slaves or other | 


property, or by their lawful attorneys or represen- 
tatives, and to determine the same, respectively, 
according to the merits of the several cases, under 
the rule of the imperial decision herein above re- 
cited, and having reference, if need there be, to 
the explanatory documents hereunto annexed, 
marked A and B. And, in considering such 
claims, the commissioners are empowered and 
required to examine, on oath or affirmation, all 
such persons as shall come before them, touching 
the real number of the slaves, or value of other 
property, for which indemnification is claimed ; 
and, also, to receive in evidence, according as they 
may think consistent with equity and justice, writ- 
ten depositions or papers, such depositions or pa- 
pers being duly authenticated, either according to 
existing legal forms, or in such other manner as 
the said commissioners shall see cause to require 
or allow. 

Arr. 5. In the event of the two commissioners 
not agreeing in any particular case under exami- 
nation, or of their disagreement upon any ques- 


tion which may result from the stipulations of 


this convention, then and in that case they shall 
draw by lot the name of one of the two arbitra- 
tors, who, after having given due consideration 
to the matter contested, shall consult with the 
commissioners ; and a final decision shall be given, 
conformably to the opinion of the majority of the 
two commissioners, and of the arbitrator so drawn 
by lot. And the arbitrator, when so acting with 
the two commissioners, shall be bound in all re- 
spects by the rules of proceeding enjoined by the 
fourth article of this convention upon the com- 
missioners, and shall be vested with the same 
powers, and be deemed, for that case, a commis- 
sioner. 

Art. 6. The decision of the two commissioners, 
or of the majority of the board, as constituted by 
the preceding article, shall in all cases be final 
and conclusive, whether as to number, the value 
or the ownership of the slaves, or other property, 
for which indemnification is to be made. And 
His Britannic Majesty engages to cause the sum 
awarded to each and every owner in lieu of his 
slave or slaves, or other property, to be paid in 
specie, without deduction, at such time or times, 
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His Britannic Majesty, the same being previously 
ascertained and allowed by the majority of the 

| board. 

Art. 8. A certified copy of this convention, 

_when duly ratified by His Majesty the Emperor 

| of all the Russias, by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of 
their Senate, and by His Britannic Majesty, shal| 
be delivered by each of the contracting parties, 
respectively, to the Minister or other agent of the 
mediating Power, accredited to the Government 
of the United States, as soon as may be after the 
ratifications shall have been exchanged; which 
last shall be effected at Washington, in six months, 
from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotenti- 
aries have signed this convention, drawn up in 

— languages, and have hereunto affixed their 
seals. 

Done in triplicate, at St. Petersburg, this thir- 
tieth [twelfth] day of June, [July,] one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two. 

NESSELRODE, 

| CAPODISTRIAS, 
HENRY MIDDLETON, 
CHARLES BAGOT. 


| Now, therefore, be it known, That I, James 
| Monrog, President of the United States, have 
| caused the said Convention to be made public; to 
the end that the same, and every clause and arti- 
cle thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with 
good faith by the United States, and the citizens 
thereof. 

| In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand, and caused the seal of the United 
| States to be affixed. Done at the City of 
| [Le 8.) Washington, this eleventh day of January, 
/°" "* in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and twenty-three, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States the forty- 


seventh. 
JAMES MONROE. 


| By the President: 


Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 














A 


Count Nesselrode to Mr. Middleton. 
| The undersigned Secretary of State, directing 





and at such place or places, as shall be awarded | the Imperial administration of Foreign Affairs, 
by the said commissioners, and on condition of | has the honor to communicate to Mr. Middleton, 
such releases or assignments to be given, as they | Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
shall direct ; provided that no such payment shall | tiary of the United States of America, the opinion 
be fixed to take place sooner than twelve months | which the Emperor, his master, has thought it his 
from the day of the exchange of the ratifications of | duty to express upon the object of the differences 
this convention. which have arisen between the United States and 
Art. 7. It is further agreed, that the commis- | Great Britain, relative to the interpretation of the 
sloners and arbitrators shall be respectively paid | first article of the Treaty of Ghent. 
in such manner as shall be settled between the| Mr. Middleton is requested to consider this 
Governments of the United States and Great | opinion as the award required of the Emperor by 
Britain, at the time of the exchange of the ratifi- | the two Powers. 
cations of this convention. And all other expen-| He will doubtless recollect, that he, as well as 
ses attending the execution of the commission, | the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, 10 
shall be defrayed jointly by the United Statesand ' all his memorials, has principally insisted on the 





119 


—_—_—eo 


m 
eG 
{16th 
that. 
the t 
cisio! 


of th 
Octo 
to th 
votir 
ran 
: T 
man 
this 
Wa: 
whi 
und 
som 
first 
Ir 
self 
lo} 
Ov 
the 
I 
exc 
and 
nec 
7 
tor 
mo 


‘ 








asly 
the 
ion 
ror 
ited 
t of 
hall 
Les 
the 
lent 
the 
ich 
ths, 


nti- 
D in 
heir 


hir- 
and 


MES 
ave 
- to 
rti- 
rith 
ens 


ited 
r of 
Ary, 
ght 
In- 
rly- 


the 





1193 


— <<< 





APPENDIX. 


Convention with Great Britain. 


1194 











ooo FE 


mmatical sense of the first article of the Treat 


grammatical sense of the first article of the Treaty 


of Ghent, and that, even in his note of the 4th | of Ghent.” 


[16th] November, 1821, he has formally declared, | 
that it was on the signification of the words in | 
the text of the article as it now is, that the de- | 
cision of His Imperial Majesty should be founded. | 

The same declaration being made in the note 
of the British Plenipotentiary, dated 8th [20th] | 
October, 1821, the Emperor had only to conform | 
to the wishes expressed by the two parties, by de- 
voting all bis attention to the examination of the | 
grammatical question. 

The above mentioned opinion will show the 
manner in which His Imperial Majesty judges of 
this question ; and in order that the Cabinet of 
Washington may also know the motives upon 
which the Emperor’s judgment is founded, the | 
undersigned has hereto subjoined an extract of | 
some observations upon the literal sense of the 
first article of the Treaty of Ghent. 

In this respect, the Emperor has eonfined him- | 
self to following the rules of the language em- 
loyed in drawing up the act, by which the two | 
Popes have required his arbitration, and defined | 
the object of their difference. 

His Imperial Majesty has thought it his duty, | 
exclusively, to obey the authority of these rules, 
and his opinion could not but be the rigorous and 
necessary consequence thereof. 

The undersigned eagerly embraces this occasion 
torenew to Mr. Middleton the assurances of his | 
most distinguished consideration. 

NESSELRODE. 

Sr. Pererssure, April 22, 1822. 





| 








Aa. 
His Imperial Majesty’s Award. 


Invited by the United States of America and | 
by Great Britain to give an opinion, as arbitrator, | 
in the differences which have arisen between these | 
two Powers, on the subject of the interpretation 
of the first article of the treaty which they con- 
cluded at Ghent, on the 24th December, 1814, the 
Emperor has taken cognizance of all the acts, 
memorials, and notes, in which the respective 
Plenipotentiaries have set forth to his administra- 
tion of foreign affairs the arguments upon which 
each of the litigant parties depends in support 7 





the interpretation given by it to the said article. 
_After having maturely weighed the observa: | 
tions exhibited on both sides: 

Considering that the American Plenipotentiary 
and the Plenipotentiary of Britain have desired 
that the discussion should be closed ; 

Considering that the former, in his note of the 
4th (16th) November, 1821, and the latter, in his 
note of the 8th (20th) October, of the same year, 
have declared that it is upon the construction of 
the text of the article as it stands, that the arbi- 
trator’s decision should be founded, and that both 
have appealed, only as subsidiary means, to the 
general principles of the law of nations, and of 
maritime law ; 

The Emperor is of opinion “that the question 
can only be decided according to the literal and 


| tish forces ; 


As to the literal and grammatical sense of the 
first article of the Treaty of Ghent: 

Considering that the period upon the significa- 
tion of which doubts have arisen, is expressed as 
follows: 

“ All territory, places, and possessions, whatso- 
ever, taken by either party from the other during 
the war, or which may be taken after the signing 
of this treaty, excepting only the islands herein- 
after mentioned, shall be restored without delay, 
and without causing any destruction, or carrying 
away any of the artillery or other public prop- 


| erty originally captured in the said forts or places, 


and which shall remain therein upon the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty, or any 
slaves, or other private property ; and all archives, 
records, deeds, and papers, either of a public na- 
ture, or belonging to private persons, which, in 
the course of the war, may have fallen into the 


| hands of the officers of either party, shall be, as 


far as may be practicable, forthwith restored and 
delivered to the proper authorities and persons to 
whom they respectively belong.” 

“Considering that, in this period, the words 
originally captured, and which shall remain there- 
in upon the exchange of the ratifications, form 
an incidental phrase, which can have respect, 
grammatically, only to the substantives or sub- 
jects which precede ; 

That the first article of the Treaty of Ghent 
thus prohibits the contracting parties from carry- 


| ing away from the places ot which it stipulates 


the restitution, only the public property, which 
might have been originally captured there, and 
which should remain therein upon the exchange 
of the ratifications, but that it prohibits the carry- 
ing away from these same places, any private 
property whatever ; 

That, on the other hand, these two prohibitions 
are solely applicable to the places of which the 
article stipulates the restitution : 

The Emperor is of opinion: 

“ That the United States of America are enti- 
tled to a just indemnification, from Great Britain, 
for all private property carried away by the Bri- 
and as the question regards slaves 
more especially, for all such slaves as were car- 
ried away by the British forces, from the places 
and territories of which the restitution was stipu- 
lated by the treaty, in quitting the said places and 
territories. 

“That the United States are entitled to con- 
sider as having been so carried away, all such 
slaves as may have been transported from the 
above mentioned territories on board of the Brit- 
ish vessels within the waters of the said territo- 
ries, and who, for this reason, have not been re- 
stored. 

“But that, if there should be any American 
slaves who were carried away from territories, of 
which the first article of the Treaty of Ghent 
has not stipulated the restitution to the United 
States, the United States are not to claim an in- 
demnification for the said slaves.” 
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The Emperor declares, besides, that he is ready 
to exercise the office of mediator, which has been 
conferred on him beforehand by the two States, 
in the negotiations which must ensue between 
them in consequence of the award which they 
have demanded. 

Done at St. Petersburg, 22d April, 1822. 





B. 
Count Nesselrode to Mr. Middleton. 


The undersigned Secretary of State, directing 
the Imperial administration of foreign affairs, 
has, without delay, laid before the Emperor, his 
master, the explanations into which the Ambas- 
sador of His Britannic Majesty has entered with 
the Imperial Ministry, in consequence of the pre- 
ceding confidential communication which was 
‘made to Mr. Middleton, as well as to Sir Charles 
Bagot, of the opinion expressed by the Emperor 
— the true sense of the Ist article of the Treaty 
of Ghent. 

Sir Charles Bagot understands that, in virtue 
of the decision of His Imperial Majesty, “ His 
Britannic Majesty is not bound to indemnify the 
United States for any slaves, who, coming from 
places which have never been occupied by his 
troops, voluntarily joined the British forces, either 
in consequence of the encouragement which His 
ee officers had offered them, or to free 
themselves from the power of their master—these 
slaves not having been carried away from places 
or territories captured by His Britannic Majesty 
during the war, and, consequently, not having 
been carried away from places of which the arti- 
cle stipulates the restitution.” 

In answer to this observation, the undersigned 
is charged by His Imperial Majesty to communi- 
cate what follows to the Minister of the United 
States of America. 

The Emperor having, by the mutual consent 
of the two Plenipotentiaries, giving an opinion, 
founded solely upon the sense which results from 
the text of the article in dispute, does not think 
himself called upon to decide here any question 
relative to what the laws of war permit or forbid 
to the belligerents; but, always faithful to the 
grammatical interpretation of the Ist article of 
the Treaty of Ghent, His Imperial Majesty de- 
clares, a second time, that it appears to him ac- 
cording to this interpretation ; 

“ That, in quitting the places and territories of 
which the Treaty of Ghent stipulates the restitu- 
tion to the United States, His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s forces had no right to carry away from these 
same places and territories, absolutely, any slave, 
by whatever means he had fallen or come into 
their power. 

“ But that if, during the war, American slaves 
had been carried away by the English forces, 
from other places than those of which the Treaty 
of Ghent stipulates the restitution, upon the ter- 
ritory, or on board British vessels, Great Britain 


means they might have fallen or come into the 
power of her officers.” 

Although convinced, by the previous explana. 
tions above mentioned, that such is also the sense 
which Sir Charles Bagot attaches to his observa. 
tion, the undersigned has nevertheless receive; 
from His Imperial Majesty orders to address the 
present note to the respective Plenipotentiarie 
which will prove to them, that, in order the bet. 
ter to eran, Aad confidence of the two Govern. 
ments, the Emperor has been unwilling that the 
slightest doubt should arise regarding the conse. 
quences of his opinion. 

The undersigned eagerly embraces this occa- 
sion of repeating to Mr. Middleton the assurance 
of his most distinguished consideration. 

NESSELRODE., 

Sr. Perperssoure, 22d April, 1822. 





We, the undersigned, having this day met in 
the city of Washington to exchange the ratifica- 
tions of the Convention concluded and signed at 
St. Petersburg, on the 30th day of June, (12th 
day of July,) 1822, by the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the United States of America, His Ma- 
jesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty the Empe- 
ror of all the Russias, do hereby certify that, at 
the time of exchanging the said ratifications, it 
was agreed by us, for our respective Governments, 
conformably to the seventh article of the above 
mentioned Convention, that the salary or compen- 
sation of the commissioners and arbitrators men- 
tioned therein, shall be at the rate of one thousand 
pounds sterling, or four thousand four hundred 
and forty-four dollars, to each commissioner, and 
of seven hundred and fifty pounds sterling, or 
three thousand three hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars, to each arbitrator, per annum, from the time 
of the first meeting of the commissioners at Wash- 
ington, until the final dissolution of the Board, to 
be paid quarterly ; with an additional allowance, 
to paid with the first quarter’s salary, of six 
hundred pounds sterling to the commissioners, 
and of the same sum to the arbitrator, to be ap- 
pointed on the part of His Britannic Majesty, in 
consideration of their being called upon to exer- 
cise their functions at a distance from their coun- 
try; and of a sum of five hundred pounds sterling 
to each of them, at the close of the commission, 
for their return home. 

It was also agreed by us, that the compensation 
of the Secretary of the said Board of Commis- 
sioners, shall be at the rate of four hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling, or two thousand dollars, a 
year, to commence from the period of his appoint- 
ment, until the final dissolution of the Board. — 

And it was lastly agreed by us, that the said 
salaries and additional allowances shall, like the 
contingent expenses of the commission, be de- 
frayed jointly by the United States and His Bri- 
tannic Majesty ; the said expenses to be laid before 
the Board at the end of each quarter, and, after 


should not be bound to indemnify the United | being ascertained and allowed by a om eg of 
States for the loss of these slaves, by whatever | the Board, to be divided, including salary and 
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— 
allowance, as above, into two moieties, for each 
of which the commissioners on either side shall 
draw, respectively, on the proper departments of 
their own Governments. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands and affixed our seals, at Washington, this 
tenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-three. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, [L.s.] 
STRATFORD CANNING. [_. s.} 


TREATY OF GHENT—BOUNDARIES. 


[Communicated te the House, March 1, 1823.] 


Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report of the Secretary of State, in relation 
to the transactions of the Commissioners wnder the 
siath and seventh articles of the Treaty of Ghent ; 
also, the measures which have been taken under the 
fourth article of the Treaty with Spain, of February 
22, 1819, for fixing the boundary line described in 
the third article of the last-mentioned Treaty. 


Wasuinaton, February 26, 1823. 

Tothe House of esentatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, in 
pursuance of a resolution of that House, of the 30th 
of January last, a report from the Secretary of 
State, containing the information required in re- 
lation to the transactions of the Commissioners 
under the sixth and seventh articles of the Treat 
of Ghent; and, also, as to the measures whic 
have been taken, under the fourth article of the 
Treaty with Spain, of the 22d of February, 1819, 
for fixing the boundary line described in the third 
article of the last-mentioned treaty. 

JAMES MONROE. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 25, 1823. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been re- 
ferred a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, of the 30th of January 
last, requesting the President of the United States 
to lay before the House, information, not previ- 
ously communicated to Congress, in relation to 
the transactions of the Commissioners under the 
6th and 7th articles of the Treaty of Ghent; 
and, also, to inform the House, whether any, and 
what, measures have been taken under the 4th 
article of the treaty with Spain, of the 22d of 
February, 1819, for fixing the boundary line de- 
scribed in the third article of the last mentioned 
treaty, and whether any part of the said line has 
been fixed and designated; has the honor of re- 
porting to the President : 

That the Commissioners aforesaid, under the 
6th and 7th articles of the Treaty of Ghent, 
have had several meetings in the course of the 
last year, and that, at a meeting held by them at 
Utica, in the State of New York, on the 18th of 
June last, they agreed upon, and executed, an in- 
strument, containing their decision of the ques- 
tions submitted to them under the 6th article of 
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the Treaty of Ghent, a copy of which decision is 
herewith respectfully reported. And with the 
same decision there have been returned to this 
Department a series of twenty-three maps, upon 
which the boundary line is delineated in conform- 
ity with it. 

That, at the same meeting, the Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary were directed to furnish the 
Agents, and the principal Surveyors, respectively, 
with a copy of instructions relative to the survey 
under the seventh article. 

A copy of these instructions is herewith sub- 
mitted, together with extracts of letters from the 
Agent of the United States, under this Commis- 
sion, dated the 24th of July and 24th of Septem- 
ber last, showing the ee made by the Com- 
mission in reference to the seventh article, and 
the prospects, with regard to the time when the 
duties of the said Commissioners may probably 
be completed. 

With regard to the boundary line referred to in 
the fourth article of the treaty with Spain, of 
22d February, 1819, it was stipulated by the said 
article that commissioners and surveyors should 
be appointed by the contracting parties, who 
should meet at Netchitoches, on the Red river, 
before the termination of one year from the date 
of the ratification of the treaty, and proceed to 
run and mark the line. The Spanish Govern- 
ment, although repeatedly pressed, on the part of 
the United States, to appoint those officers on 
their part, so that they might have met those of 
the United States, within the limited time, post- 
poned the appointment, so that notice of it was 
not given until after the year had elapsed. 

Under a misapprehension that the difference of 
opinion between the two Houses of Congress at 
their last session, with regard to the appropria- 
tion for running this line, had resulted in the 
omission to make it, a communication to that 
effect was made to the Minister of Spain, in this 
country, shortly after the close of the session. 
But, the error having been, a few days after, dis- 
covered, he was informed, by a letter of 29th of 
May last, from this Department, that the appro- 
priation had been made, and that this Govern- 
ment was then ready to proceed to the execution 
of the article. 

He was also requested to state, at what time 
the Commissioner and Surveyor on the part of 
Spain would be at Natchitoches, and was assured 
that the Commissioner and Surveyor on the part 
of the United States would be instructed to meet 
them at that place, and at the time which he 
should designate as that when the Commissioner 
and Surveyor of Spain would be there. 

By a communication from Mr. Anduaga, dated 
the Ist of June last, he stated that, having imme- 
diately forwarded to his Government the previ- 
ous notice received from this Department, he 
could not say at what time the Spanish Commis- 
sioners would repair to Natchitoches; but that 
His Majesty the King of Spain would take the 
most speedy and efficacious measures for carrying 
into effect, on his part, the stipulations of the 
treaty. 


ween ening “etiggr 
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Andrew Ellicott, Esq., in the year 1817, the 
south bank or shore of the said river Iroquois 
Cataraqui, (now called the St. Lawrence,) whic, 


The Minister of the United States in Spain 
was shortly afterwards instructed, that, if the 
Spanish Government should be desirous of post- 
poning the meeting of the Commissioners to run | monument bears south 74° 45’ west, and is eigh. 
the line, we should not be disposed to urge them | teen hundred and forty yards distant from the 
to it; but that we should be ready to attend to it| stone church in the Indian village of St. Regis, 
at their convenience. No further determination | and indicates the point at which the 45th parallel 
from the Spanish Government concerning it has | of north latitude strikes the said river ; thence, rup. 
since been received. ning north 35° 45’ west into the river, on a ling 

All which is respectfully submitted. ; at i angles with the southern shore, to a poin; 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | one hundred yards south of the opposite island 

| called Cornwall Island; thence, turning westerly, 

| and passing around the southern and western sides 
Papers sent. | of said island, keeping one hundred yards distant 
Decision of the Commissioners, 18th June, 1822) therefrom, and following the curvatures of jj 

- Extract from the minutes of the | shores, to a point opposite to the northwest corner 
proceedings of the Board of or angle of said island; thence, to and along the 
Commissioners, under the 6th middle of the main river, until it approaches the 
article of the Treatyof Ghent, “ “ = « eastern extremity of Barnhart’s island ; thence, 
Extract of a letter from Mr. pnorcherty, along the channel which divides the 
Delafield to the Secretary of last-mentioned island from the Canada shore, 





State - 3 ® : - 24th July, 1822 | keeping one hundred yards distant from the island, 
Extract of a letter from same to ; | until it approaches Sheik’s Island; thence, along 
RMS 48 RS Ht - - 24th Sept.,1822/ the middle of the strait which divides Barnhart 


aud Sheik’s Islands, to the channel called the 
Long Sault, which separates the two last-men- 
tioned islands from the lower Long Sault Island; 
The undersigned Commissioners, appointed, | thence, westerly, (crossing the centre of the last- 
sworn, and authorized, in virtue of the 6th article | mentioned channel,) until it approaches within 
of the treaty of peace and amity between His Bri- | one hundred yards of the north shore of the Lower 
tannic Majesty and the United States of America, | Sault Island; thence, up the north branch of the 
concluded at Ghent, on the 24th December, 1814, | river, keeping to the north of and near the Lower 
impartially to examine, and by a report or declara-| Sault Island, and also north of and near the 





Decision of the Commissioners. 








ation under their hands and seals to designate, that 
portion of the boundary of the United States “from 
the point where the 45th degree of north latitude 
strikes the river Iroquois, or Cataraqui, along the 
middle of said river, into Lake Ontario; through 
the middle of said lake, until it strikes the commu- 
nication by water between that lake and Lake 
Erie; thence, along the middle of said communi- 
cation, into Lake, Erie; through the middle of 
said lake, until it arrives at the water communi- 
cation into Lake Huron; thence, through the 
middle of said water communication into Lake 
Huron ; thence, through the middle of said lake, 
to the water communication between that lake 
and Lake Superior ;’—and to “decide to which 
of the two contracting parties the several islands 
lying within the said rivers, lakes, and water com- 
munications, do respectively belong, in confor- 
mity with the true intent of the treaty of 1783”— 
do decide and declare that the following described 
line (which is more clearly indicated on a series 
of maps accompanying this report, exhibiting 
correct surveys and delineations of all the rivers, 
lakes, water communications, and islands, em- 
braced by the sixth article of the Treaty of Ghent, 
by a black line, shaded on the British side with 
red, and on the American side with blue; and each 
sheet of which series of maps is identified by a 
certificate, subscribed by the commissioners, and 
by the two principal surveyors employed by them) 
is the true boundary intended by the two before- 
mentioned treaties; that is to say: 
Beginning at a stone monument, erected by 


Upper Sault (sometimes called Baxter’s) Island, 
and south of the two small islands marked on the 
map A and B, to the western extremity of the 
Upper Sault or Baxter’s Island; thence, passing 
between the two islands called the Cats, to the 
middle of the river above; thence, along the mid- 
dle of the river, keeping to the north of the small 
islands marked C and D, and north also of Chryst- 
ler’s Island, and of the small island next above it 
marked E, until it approaches the northwest angle 
of Goose Neck Island ; thence, along the passage 
which divides the last-mentioned island from the 
Canada shore, keeping one hundred yards from 
the island, to the upper end of the same; thence, 
south of and near the two small islands called the 
Nut Islands ; thence, north of and near the island 
marked F, and also of the island called Dry ot 
Smuggler’s Island; thence, passing between the 
islands marked G and H, to the north of the is!- 
and called Isle au Rapid Plat; thence, along the 
north side of the last-mentioned island, keeping 
one hundred yards from the shore, to the upper 
end thereof; thence, along the middle of the river, 
keeping to the south of and ngar the islands called 
Cousson (or Tussiu) and Presque Isle; thence, 
up the river, keeping north of and near the sev- 
eral Gallop Isles, numbered on the map 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, and also of Tick, Tibbet’s, 
and Chimney Islands, and south of and near the 
Gallop Isles, numbered 11, 12, and 13, and alsoo! 
Duck, Drummond, and Sheep Islands; thence, 
along the middle of the river, passing north of is!- 
and No. 14, south of 15 and 16, north of 17, sowth 
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f 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 28, and north | which is usually denominated the old ship chan- 

of 26 and 27; thence, along the middle of the nel ; thence, along the middle of said channel, be- 
river, north of Gull Island and of the islands No. | tween Squirrel Island, on the southeast, and Her- 

99, 32, 33, 34, 35, Bluff Island, and No. 39, 44, | son’s Island on the northwest, to the upper end of 
and 45, and to the south of No. 30, 31, 36, Gren- | the last mentioned island,which is nearly opposite 

adier Island, and No. 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 47, , to Point aux Cheneson, on the American shore; 

and 48, until it approaches the east end of Wells’ | thence, along the middle of the river St. Clair, 

Island; thence, to the north of Wells’ Island, and | keeping to the west of and near the islands called 

along the strait which divides it from Rowe’s Isl- | Belle Riviere Isle, and Isle aux Cerfs, to Lake 

and, keeping to the north of the small islands No. | Huron; thence, through the middle of Lake Hu- 

51, 52, 54, 58, 59, and 61, and to the south of the | ron, in a direction to enter the strait or passage be- 

small islands numbered and marked 49, 50, 53, 55, | tween Drummond’s Island on the west, and the 

57,60, and X, until itapproaches the northeast point | Little Manitou Island on the east ; thence, through 

of Grindstone Island ; thence, to the north of Grind- | the middle of the passage which divides the two 

stone Island, and keeping to the north also of the | last mentioned islands ; thence, turning northerly 

small islands No. 63, 65, 67, 68, 70, 72,73, 74, 75, | and westerly, around the eastern and northern 

76,77, and 78, and to the south of No. 62, 64, 66, 69, | shores of Drummond’s Island, and proceeding in 
and 71, until it approaches the southern point of ; a direction to enter the passage between the island 
Hickory Island; thence, passing to the south of Hick- | of St. Joseph’s and the American shore, passing 
ory Island, and of the two small islands lying near | to the north of the intermediate islands, No. 61, 
itssouthern extremity, numbered 79 and 80; thence, | 11, 10, 12, 9, 6, 4, and 2,and to the south of those 
to the south of Grand, or Long Island, keeping | numbered 15, 13, 5, and 1; thence, up the said 
near its southern shore, and passing to the north | last mentioned passage, keeping near to the island 
of Carlton Island, until it arrives opposite to the | St. Joseph’s, and passing to the north and east 
southwestern point of said Grand Island, in Lake | of the Isle a la Crosse, and of the small islands 
Ontario; thence, passing to the north of Grena- | numbered 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20, and to the south 
dier, Fox, Stoney, and the Gallop Islands, in Lake | and west of those numbered 21, 22, and 23, until 
Ontario, and to the south of and near the islands | it strikes a line (drawn on the map with black 
called the Ducks, to the middle of said lake; | ink, and shaded on one side of the point of inter- 
thence, westerly, along the middle of said lake, to | section with blue, and on the other with red) 
a point opposite to the mouth of the Niagara | passing across the river at the head of St. Joseph’s 
river; thence, to and up the middle of the said | Island, and at the foot of the Neebish Rapids ; 
river, to the Great Falls: thence, up the falls, | which line denotes the termination of the bounda- 
through the point of the Horse Shoe, keeping to | ry directed to be run by the 6th article of the 
the west of Iris, or Goat Island, and of the group | Treaty of Ghent. 


of small islands at its head, and following the | 
bends of the river so as to enter the strait between 

Navy and Grand Islands; thence, along the mid- 

dle of said strait, to the head of Navy Island; 

thence, to the west and south of, and near to, 

Grand and Beaver Islands, and to the west of 
Strawberry, Squaw, and Bird Islands, to Lake 

Erie; thence, southerly and westerly, along the 
middle of Lake Erie, in a direction to enter the 
passage immediately south of Middle Island, be- 
ing one of the easternmost of the group of islands 
lying in the western part of said lake; thence, 
along the said passage, proceeding to the north of 
Cunningham’s Island, of the three Bass Islands, 
and of the Western Sister, and to the south of the 
islands called the Hen and Chickens, and of the 
Eastern and Middle Sisters; thence, to the mid- 
dle of the mouth of the Detroit river, in a direc- 
tion toenter the channel which divides Bois Blanc 
and Sugar Islands ; thence, up the said channel, 
to the west of Bois Blanc Island, and to the east 
of Sugar, Fox, and Stoney Islands, until it ap- 
proaches Fighting, or Great Turkey Island; thence, 
along the western side, and near the shore of said 
last mentioned island, to the middle of the river 
above the same; thence, along the middle of said 
river, keeping to the southeast of and near Hog 
Island, and to the northwest of and near the island 
called Isle a la Peche, to Lake St. Clair; thence, 
through the middle of said lake, in a direction to 
enter that mouth or channel of the river St. Clair 





And the said Commissioners do further decide 
and declare, that al! the islands lying in the rivers, 
lakes, and water communications, between the 
before-described boundary line and the adjacent 
shores of Upper Canada, do, and each of them 
does, belong to His Britannic Majesty ; and that 
all the islands lying in the rivers, lakes, and wa- 
ter communications, between the said boundary 
line and the adjacent shores of the United States, 
or their territories, do, and each of them does, be- 
long, to the United States of America, in confor- 
mity with the true intent of the second article of 
the said treaty of 1783, and of the 6th article of 
the Treaty of Ghent. 

In faith whereof, we, the Commissioners afore- 
said, have signed this declaration, and thereunto 
affixed our seals. 

Done in quadruplicate, at Utica, in the State of 
New York, in the United States of America, this 
eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 

PETER B. PORTER, [L. s.] 
ANTH: BARCLAY, [L. 8.] 





Extract from the minutes of the proceedings of the 
Board of Commissioners, under the sixth article 
of the Treaty of Ghent, held at Utica, in the State 
of New York, on the 18th June, 1822. 

The secretary and assistant secretary are direct- 
ed to furnish the agents, and the principal survey- 
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ors, respectively, with a copy of the following 
instructions, relative to the survey under 7th arti- 


cle, viz: ; 
"Phe Commissioners have deemed it proper to 
re the following written instructions, for the 
guidance of the agents and rhea surveyors, in 
ascertaining the course of the boundary, &c., un- 
der the 7th article of the treaty, comporting with 
the verbal directions given to the surveyors at the 
commencement of the present season. 

It is required, that the direction which the true 
line intended by the treaty, shall take, be ascer- 
tained from the point where the boundary, under 
the 6th article, terminated, near the head of St. 
Joseph’s Island, below the Neibish Rapids, pro- 
ceeding “through Lake Superior 
the Isles Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long Lake; 
thence, through the middie of said Long Lake 
and the water communication between it and the 
Lake of the Woods, to the Lake of the Woods; 
thence, through the said lake, to the most north- 
western point thereof.” 

In your operations to effect this object, the com- 
missioners do not require you to commence at the 
nearest end of the contemplated line, nor to con- 
duct your survey in continuity; but they confide 
in your discretion to proceed in such manner, rel- 
atively to the several parts thereof, as the conve- 
nience or necessities of the seasons and other 
causes may, in your judgment, render most proper. 

In ascertaining the boundary, under the 7th ar- 
ticle, you are aware that it is not our intention to 
pursue the course of a trigonometrical survey, ob- 
served under the 6th. It will, however, be de- 
sirable that we have a surve 


and Lake Superior. 


of the shores and | 
islands between the foot of the Neibish Rapids | 
It will also be desirable to. 
have the latitude and longitude of some point at | 


the latitudes and longitudes at which these rive, 
communicate with the respective lakes. 

As to the Lake of the 
surveys of its shores and islands as, upon exam. 
nation thereof, you may deem necessary to a {j); 
designation of the boundary. In fixing the lat). 
tude and longitude of “the most northwestery 
point of the Lake of the Woods,” great care an; 
wonseee | must be observed. As regards the othe, 
geographical points, mentioned in these instrye. 
tions, you will determine them with ordinary cer. 
tainty. You are desired to report to the commis. 
sioners, severally, and from time to time, suc) 
matters as relate to your then past transactions 
and such discoveries as you may have made, anj 


northward of | which, in your opinion, may influence your {y. 


ture progress in the duties with which you are 
charged. 

After perambulating and ascertaining the ap. 
| proximatin waters between Lake Superior and 
| the Lake of the Woods, if any doubt should be 
entertained by you as to the direction which the 
| boundary ought to take, we wish to be advised of 
| it as early as practicable, in order that we may 
| proceed, if necessary, to that place to determine 
' such difficulty. 

It is expected of the agents that they will be 
prompt and vigilant in supplying all the wants of 
| the eee and of their parties; and that they 
| will, at all times, whether present or absent, assist 
| them with their advice. 


| 








| Extract of a letter from Mr. Joseph Delafield, Ageni 
| wnder the 6th and 7th articles of the Treaty of 
Ghent, to the Secretary of State. 


“ Wasuincton, July 24, 1922. 
“In respect to the seventh article of the treaty, 


oods, make such rapid | 


the gorge of Lake Superior. | great pains has been taken by the Commissioners 
In proceeding through Lake Superior, to the | to effect its speedy execution. The American 
northward of the isles Royal and Philipeaux, (if) party now employed consists of a principal sur- 
there be any of the last name,) examine whether | veyor and one assistant, who is also the draughts- 
any islands lie so near the boundary line described | man, with a few batteau-men to conduct their 
in the treaty, as to render it doubtful on which side | boats and provisions. 
of the said line they may be situated; and, ifany' “I accompanied our party to Lake Superior, in 
such be found, ascertain, by the most easy and ex- | which neighborhood they had commenced theit 
peditious means, the shape and extent of. them, as | work, and before I left them every arrangement 
well as of the isles Royal and Philipeaux, and | was made to subsist them during the present, and 
also their geographical position, either by astro-| the Summer of the next year, in the Northwes 
nomical observations, or by triangles connecting | Territory. With the supplies afforded and cot- 
them with the main shore or other islands, whose | templated, together with the provisional arrange- 





position is known. | ments I was enabled to effect, through the kind- 
_ After Jens Lake Superior, ascertain the po-| ness of the Agent of the American Fur Company 
sition of the Long Lake, or (if no lake of that | (in case of accidents) at all their trading posts, 


name is to be found) the chain of waters supposed | do not doubt the maintenance of this party in the 
to be referred to in the treaty by that designation. | Indian country for the time specified ; and should 
Should you discover (as you probably will) that! the British surveyors render an equal service, and, 
these waters do not communicate with Lake Su- | together with our own, prove successful in the 





perior, ascertain what rivers or waters, divided by | performance of the duty expected of them, there 's 


a height of land, and emptying, one into Lake. 


Superior, and the other into the Lake of the 
Woods, approximate most nearly. Fix the lati- 
tude and longitude of their points of approxima- 
tion, and perambulate these waters, downwards, 
observing their courses and distances, and also the 
islands in them, their situation and extent. Fix 





a well-founded belief that the surveys, and all es 


‘sential observations and information will be ol- 
| tained, previous to their return. 


“The passage from Lake Superior to Long 
Lake, mentioned in the treaty, (which probably 
means Rainy Lake,) may demand more time and 


labor to explore than has been apprehended. The 
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| thatthe Long lake, mentioned in the treaty of 1783, 
_ (which lake is unknown at the present day by 
_ isso laid down and described upon the map used 
same in your office. 


_ Surveyor employed in the Northwest. 


| 4nd that, in his way there, he should take the old 


| Toute,as now properly understood. The British 
_ Party were to proceed by the same route. I am 
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old Grand Portage route has of late been aban- 





Se ____ 


ig these particulars, because there is no longer any 
doned by the British traders, and a more northern | serious question open as to the general course that 
route assumed. Whether the one or the other of | the line is intended to be run; and because it is 
these routes, or an intermediate one, is to be the | now more certain that, upon the return of the sur- 
boundary line, can only be ascertained by explo- | veyors the next season, the board will be possessed 
rations, of much hardship and labor, on account| of all necessary information to determine the 
of the formation of the country which divides the | doubts under the 7th article of the treaty, and de- 
waters that flow into Lake Superior from those | signate the line.” 
that flow toward, and into, the Lake of the Woods. 
The Southern, or Fond-du-lac route does not | 
seem to be in question, although it has, by some 
s, been oy rates suggested. From the | SETTLEMENT AT THE MOUTH OF COLUM- 

Rainy ake to the Lake of the Woods, the water BIA RIVER. 
communication is said to be direct, and the great- ne 
est task to encounter there will be to produce, in | [Communicated to the House, January 27, 1823.] 
a cea cto pe ~ = _ Rann ee To the House of Representatives of ithe United States : 
ciently accurate to designate the line through the ; . 
venir islands it obehibe. The exact, bat la- - ene ares _ House re abot 
borious trigonometrical survey heretofore conduct- m oan ? wk tk she me ere ee ane) 
ed, it has been determined to abandon, and the | ®°'™* WAR ES COCR, Aa eee |e 

’ ’ quested by the resolution of the House of the 19th 


surveyors are instructed to ascertain the desired : 
of December last, relating to the establishment at 
information by a more rapid method, (as described Se neath al’ Cakeentia see: 


in the journal,) with sufficient certainty for the 

just purposes of the commission. Besides these JAMES MONROE. 

requisitions of the surveyors, there will be several | WASHINGTON, Jan. 25, 1823. 

points of latitude and longitude to be determined, 

and some of them with great care and accuracy, 
articularly that of the northwest point of the 
ake of the Woods. 

“T have mentioned these several objects, to show 
that, although there is a reasonable prospect that 
the works may be perfected in another season, yet, 
that there may be obstacles which our imperfect 
knowledge of the country must keep concealed 
until our own investigations shall disclose them. 
From the line of trading posts, but little can be 
learned that is satisfactory of this part of the 
Northwest territory ; and as it will sometimes oc- 
cur, that the surveyors must explore a section that 
isunknown, and even untrod, but by the hunter, 
I think there has already been made the best pre- 
diction of the time it may consume.” 




















DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 24, 1823. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been re- 
ferred the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 19th of December last, requesting of 
the President of the United States “to lay before 
that House so much of the letter of Mr. Prevost 
as relates to the establishment at the mouth of 
Columbia river, and such information as he may 
have in his possession in relation to the arrange- 
ments made, about the year 1824, by the North- 
west Company, with the Pr of a settle- 
ment made by citizens of the United States at the 
mouth of Columbia river, by which that company 
became possessed of that settlement,” has the honor 
of reporting to the President copies of the papers 


Extract of a letter from Joseph Delafield, Agent, under | eee ee da Q. ADAMS. 


the 6th and 7th articles of the Treaty of Ghent, to 
the Secretary of State, dated 
“ Boston, Sept. 24, 1822. 
“Since I had last the honor to address you, I 
have made known to the American commissioner 





a 





Mr. J. B. Prevost to the Secretary of State. 


Monterey, New Ca.irornia, 
November 11, 1818. 


Sir: In conformity with mine of the 27th July, 
which I had the honor to address to your Depart- 
ment from Lima, I proceeded in His Britannic 
Majesty’s sloop of war Blossom to the mouth of 
the Colurabie, and entered the river on the Ist of 
October following. A few days thereafter, to wit, 
on the 6th, as you will perceive by referring toa 
copy of the act of surrender, (marked A,) | re- 
ceived in the name, and on the part of the United 
States, the possession of the establishment at Fort 
George, made under the first article of the Treaty 
of Ghent, by Captain Hickey, of the royal navy, 
in compliance with the orders of the Prince Re- 
gent for that purpose, signified to him through the 
medium of Earl Bathurst. The British flag was, 
thereupon, lowered, and that of the United States 


that name,) is a sheet of water, or an 6. near 
the old Grand Portage from Lake Superior, and 


for the purposes of that treaty, as appears by the 
“IT have also communicated this fact to our 


“My last accounts from him state, that he should 
be at Lac-la-Pline by the middle of August last, 


Grand Portage route, which is the Long lake 


ee 


much gratified to have it in my power to give 
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hoisted in its stead; where it now waves, in token 
both of possession and of sovereignty. 

The establishment, of which the annexed sketch 
(marked B) will give you a correct idea, has been 
considerably extended and improved by the agents 
of the Northwest Company of Canada, who will 
continue to occupy and protect it, under our flag, 
until it shall please the President to give orders for 
their removal. I will, however, suggest that, when 
such disposition shall take place, time ought to be 
granted, in a ratio with the distance, to enable 
them to obtain the means of transporting the pri- 
vate property deposited there, consisting of dry 
goods, furs, and implements of war, to a large 
amount. 

Shortly after the ceremony of surrender, I re- 
ceived a note on this subject from Mr. Keith, the 
es whose signature accompanies that of 

aptain J. Hickey, which, go with a copy 
of my answer, (also marked B,) is submitted for 
your inspection. A sense of justice would have 
dictated the assurances I have given him in reply; 
but I had a further motive, which was that of sub- 
siding the apprehensions excited by the abrupt 
visit of the Ontario. It appeared to me prudent, 
in this view, to take no notice of the suggestion 
relative to the discussion of boundary, and, in an- 
swering, to avoid any intimation of immediate or 
of future removal; as either might have induced 
him to form a settlement elsewhere on the river, 
and thus have given rise to collisions between the 
two Governments, which may now be wholly 
avoided. 

The bay is spacious; contains several anchor- 
ing places, in a sufficient depth of water; and is, 
by no means, so difficult of ingress as has been 
represented. Those enjoying the exclusive com- 
merce have probably cherished an impression un- 
favorabie to its continuance, growing out of the 
incomplete survey of Lieutenant Broughton, made 
under the orders of Vancouver in 1792. It is true 
that there is a bar extending across the mouth of 
the river, at either extremity of which are, at times, 
appalling breakers; but it is equally true that it 
offers, at the lowest tides, a depth of twenty-one 
feet of water through a passage, exempt from them, 
of nearly a league in width. The Blossom, carry- 
ing more guns than the Ontario, encountered a 
change of wind while in the channel; was com- 
pelled to let go her anchor; and, when again 
weighed, to tack and beat, in order to reach the 
harbor; yet found a greater depth, and met with 
no difficulty either then or on leaving the bay. 
The survey (marked C) may be relied upon for 
its accuracy. The bearings, distances, and sound- 
ings, were taken by Captain Hickey, who was 
kind enough to lend himself to the examination, 
and to furnish me with this result. It is the more 
interesting, as it shows that, with the aid of buoys, 
the access to vessels of almost any tonnage may 
be rendered secure. In addition to this, it is sus- 
ceptible of entire defence; because a ship, after 
passing the bar, in order to avoid the breaking of 
the sea on one of the banks, is obliged to bear up 

directly for the knoll forming the cape; at all 
times to approach within a short distance of its 


APPENDIX. 


‘Settlement. on the Columbia 





ET 1208 


River. 








—————:! 
base; and most frequently there to anchor. Thy 
a small battery erected on this point, in conjune. 
tion with the surges on the opposite side, woul; 
so endanger the approach as to deter an enemy 
however hardy, from the attempt. 

This outlet, the only one between the thirty. 
eighth and fifty-third degrees of latitude, embrace; 
the entire range of country from the ocean to the 
mountains; and its interior unites the advantage 
of a water communication throughout, by means 
of the many streams tributary to the Columbia 
two of which disembogue opposite to each other 
within twenty-five leagues of the port, are naviga. 
ble, and nearly of equal magnitude with this beay. 
tiful river. The ocean teems with otter, (musta 
lutica,) the seal, and the whale; while the maiy 
land affords, in innumerable quantities, the com. 
mon otter, (mustela lutica,) the bear, the buffalo, 
and the whole variety of deer. 

It has been observed, by exploring this coas:, 
that the climate, to the southward of fifty-three 
degrees, assumes a mildness unknown in the same 
latitudeon the eastern side of the continent. With. 
out digressing to speculate upon the cause, I wil 
merely state, that such is particularly the fact in 
forty-six degrees sixteen minutes, the site of Fort 
George. The mercury, during the Winter, seldom 
descends below the freezing point; when it does so, 
it is rarely stationary for any number of days; and 
the severity of the season is more determined by 
the quantity of water than by its congelation. The 
rains usually commence with November, and con- 
tinue to fall partially until the latter end of March, 
or beginning of April. A benign Spring succeeds; 
and when the Summer heats obtain, they are so 
tempered by showers as seldom to suspend vege- 
tation. I found it luxuriant on my arrival, and, 
during a fortnight’s stay, experienced no change of 
weather to retard its course. The soil is good; 
all the cereal gramina and tuberous plants may be 
cultivated with advantage ; and the waters abound 
in salmon, sturgeon, and other varieties of fish. 

The natives, in appearance as well as in char- 
acter, differ saan from those with us. They 
are less in stature, more delicately formed, and sin- 
gular in the shape of the head, which, in infancy, 
is compressed between two small plates of wood 
or metal, so as in its growth to obtain the sem- 
blance of a wedge. They are inquisitive, cheerful, 
sagacious, possess fewer of the vices attributed to 
the savage, and are less addicted to cruelties in 
war. Scalping is unknown to them; and a pris 
oner suffers the infliction of no other punishment 
than that of becoming slave to the captor ; but as 
they neither sow nor reap, an observer cannot 
easily discern in what the servitude consists. The 
wants of the one are supplied by his own address 
in the use of the bow and spear; while those of 
the other require the same efforts, and equal skill, 
for their gratification. 

The language on this side of the falls beara 
strong analogy with that of Nootka; so much s0, 
that, with the aid of a Spanish vocabulary of the 
latter, accompanying the voyage of Valdez, | 
could, notwithstanding the imperfection ih this 
mode of conveying and of obtaining sounds, ex- 
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press my wants and be perfectly understood. I 
met with several of the natives who had hereto- 
fore volunteered on board of some one of our ves- 
gels in their fur excursions ; two of whom had 
acquired a sufficient knowledge of our language 
to speak it with some ease, and were extremely 
glicitous to embark with us. 

[regret that I could not collect sufficient data 
upon which to ground an estimate of the furs 
gathered on the Cciumbia; it was impossible, for 
reasons that are obvious. Humboldt has under- 
taken to number those of the otter taken on the 
coast and shipped to China, of which he assigns 
five-sixths to the Americans. He may be correct 
as to the quantity, but I doubt whether the pro- 
portion be quite so great; as it frequently happens 
that the English adventurer confides his stock to 
our countrymen, in order to participate in the 
benefit of a market, from a direct intercourse with 
which he is excluded by the laws of his country. 

Perhaps I have gone too much into detail ; but 
it appeared to me that, by exhibiting the impor- 
tance of the position only, I should not have ful- 
filled the object of the President; that it was 
equally incumbent on me to present a view of the 
country, of its inhabitants, of its resources, of its 
approach, and of its means of defence. I shall 
now conclude with the relation of an occurrence 
which may and ought to influence the course to 
be adopted and pursued as to this station. 

The speculations of Humboldt, and his glow- 
ing description of the soil and climate of this pro- 
vince, have probably given a new direction to the 
ambition of Russia, and determined its Emperor 
to the acquisition of empire in America. Until 
1816, the settlements of this Power did not reach 
to the southward of 58°,* and were of no con- 
sideration, although dignified by them with the 
title of Russian America. 

In the commencement of that year two distinct 
establishments were made, of a different and of a 
more imposing character. The first at Atooi, one 
of the Sandwich islands; the other in this vicini- 
ty, within a few leagues of St. Francisco, the 


| most northerly possession of Spain, in 57° 56’. 


The sketch I subjoin 


marked D) was procured 
from a member of the 


overnment at this place, 


| ftom whom I also learned that its augmentation 


has since become so considerable as to excite 


' Serious alarm. Two Russian ships left this on 


their way thither a few days anterior to our ar- 
rival—one having on board mechanics of every 
description, together with implements of hus- 
We passed sufficiently near the spot as- 


precision, and ascertained that it was an open 


| road—a circumstance that renders the position 


liable to many objections, if intended to be per- 


| manent; in other respects, the choice is judicious 


for an infant colony. It enjoys a climate still 
milder than that of Columbia ; is environed by a 





* Chart of the discoveries of Russian navigators, 
published by order of the Emperor in 1802, referred 
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beautiful country; and its proximity to an old 
settlement enables the Russians to partake of the 
numerous herds of black cattle and horses that 
have been there multiplying for the last fifty 
years. The port of St. Francisis one of the most 
convenient, extensive, and safe in the world, 
wholly without defence, and in the neighborhood 
of a feeble, diffused, and disaffected population. 
Under all these circumstances, may we not infer 
views to the early possession of this harbor, and 
ultimately to the sovereignty of entire California? 
Surely the growth of a race on these shores, 
scarcely emerged from the savage state, guided by 
a chief who seeks not to emancipate, but to in- 
thral, is an event to be deprecated—an event, the 
mere apprehension of which ought to excite the 
jealousies of the United States, so far at least as 
to induce the cautionary measure of preserving a 
station which may serve as a barrier to a northern 
aggrandizement. 

I have not been able to gather other information 
respecting the settlement at Atooi than that of 
an assurance of its existence—a fact corroborated 
by the visit of the two ships to those islands in 
their route hither. The Russians are not yet 
such enterprising navigators as to augment sea 
risks by extending a voyage several thousand 
miles without an object. Such was the case in 
this instance, unless connected with the settle- 
ment, as they had sailed from Lima abundantly 
supplied, a few weeks prior to my first visit to that 
city, in April last. 

These islands yield the sandal wood, so much 
esteemed in China, and have been resorted to* by 
our vessels, for years past, not only in search of 
this valuable article, but of the necessary stock of 
fresh provisions to supply the crew during their 
cruise on the Northwest coast. How far this in- 
tercourse may be affected, hereafter, by this en- 
croachment, is alsoa subject for the consideration 
of the President. 

I have taken the liberty to enclose a note (mark- 
ed E) of the authorities, Spanish as well as Eng- 
lish, that have fallen under my view, illustrating 
the discovery of the Columbia by Mr. Gray, in 
1791. Its subsequent occupation in 1811, by which 
the sovereignty of the United States was com- 
pleted, to the exclusion of any European claim- 
ant, is a fact of which the surrender of the sole 
establishment on the river is conclusive evidence. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

J. B. PREVOST. 








Mr. J. J. Astor to the Secretary of State. 
New York, January 4, 1823. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of 
the 24th ultimo. Indisposition has prevented my 
acknowledging the receipt thereof at an earlier 
period. 

You request information of arrangements made 
at about 1814, by the Northwest Company and 
citizens of the United States, by which that com- 
pany became possessed of a settlement made at 


to by Humboldt in his View of New Spain, (transla- | the mouth of Columbia river by citizens of the 


tion,) page 270, 2d vol. (note.) 


United States. The settlement to which you 
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allude, I presume, is “Astoria,” as I know of no} for Canton, leaving Mr. Hunt at one of the Sang. 
other having been made at or near the mouth of | wich islands, to await the arrival of another shj 
that river. Several circumstances are alleged as | which I had promised to send from this in 18]9 
having contributed to the arrangement by which | The ship Beaver arrived at Canton, and receive, 
the Northwest Company became in possession of | there the news of war. I had sent orders to the 
that settlement, but chiefly to the misuse of the | captain to return to Astoria, but he was fearful of 
confidence which had been placed in Mr. Mc-| being captured, and remained safely at Cantoy 
Dougall, who, at the time the arrangement was | till the war was over, when he came home. |, 
made, and at the time my chief agent, Mr. Wil- | consequence of the war, I found it inconvenien; 
son P. Hunt, was absent, acted as sub-agent. to send a ship in 1812; but I did send one (the 
I beg leave briefly to state, that, contemplating | Lark) early in 1813, with directions to the captain 
to make an establishment at the mouth of Co-| to sail for Columbia river, and to stop at the 
lumbia river, which should serve as a place of | Sandwich islands for information. Being within 
depot, and give further facilities for conducting a| a few days’ sail of those islands, the ship, in g 
trade across this continent to that river, and from | squall of wind, was upset, and finally drifted op 
thence, on the range of Northwest coast, &c., to} the beach of one of those islands, a wreck—ship 
Canton, in China, and from thence to the United | and cargo totally lost. Here was met Mr. Hunt, 
States, arrangements were accordingly made, in| who, after all the information he received, and 
1810, for a party of men to cross the continent| my great desire to protect the establishment at 
for the Columbia river. At the same time, I fitted | Columbia river, procured an American vessel, 
the ship Tonquin, carrying twenty guns and sixty | took some provisions, sailed, and arrived in Co- 
men, commanded by the late Captain Thorn, | lumbia river. He there learned that McDougall 
Lieutenant of the United States Navy. This| had transferred all my property to the Northwest 
ship sailed in Semtember, 1810, having on board | Company, who were in possession of it, by a sale 
the means for making an establishment at Colum- | as he called it, for the sum of about $58,000, of 
bia, where she arrived on 22d March, 1811. They | which he retained $14,000, for wages said to be 
landed, found the natives friendly, and built a| due tosome ofthe men. From the price obtained 
fort, erected a house, store, &c. This being ac-| for the goods, &c., and he having himself become 
complished, Captain Thorn left thirty men in| interested in the purchase, and made a partner of 
possession of ‘the place, to await the party who/ the Northwest Company, some idea may be 
were to make the voyage over land; these also| formed as to this man’s correctness of dealings. 
happily arrived, though not till several months | It will be seen, by the agreement (of which | 
after. On or about the Ist of June, Captain | transmit a copy) and the inventory, that he sold 
Thorn left Columbia river with a view to make | to the Northwest Company 18,170} pounds of 
some trade on the coast, and then to return to the | beaver, at two dollars, which was at about that 
river; but, unfortunately, Captain Thorn never| time selling in Canton at five and six dollars; 
returned. At about two hundred miles north of | 907 otter skins, at fifty cents, or half a dollar, 
the Columbia, he put in a bay to trade with the} which were selling in Canton at five to six dol- 
natives. Not attending to the precautions neces- } lars per skin. 
sary, as he had been instructed to do, to guard| I estimated the whole property to be worth 
against attack, he suffered a whole tribe of Indians | nearer $200,000 than $40,000, about the sum 
to come on board and about his ship; an attack | which I received by bills on Montreal. Previous 
was made; he was overpowered; fire was com-| to the transaction of McDougall, we had already 
municated to the magazine ; the ship was blown | established trading-posts in the interior, and were 
up ; and every soul on board, or near her, perished. | in contact with the Northwest Company. It is 
In 1811, I fitted out another ship, the Beaver, | now to be seen what means have been used by 
carrying twenty guns, with a duplicate cargo of | them to counteract my plan. It is weil known 
the ship Tonquin, and sixty or seventy men. The} that, as soon as the Northwest Company had in- 
captain (Sowle) was instructed to sail for Colum- | formation of my intentions and plan for conduct- 
bia river, and in search of the men who were sent | ing my commercial operations, they despatched a 
across the continent, as alsoof the Tonquin. The| party of men from the interior, with a view to 
Beaver sailed from this in October, 1811, arrived | arrive before my people at Columbia. These 
at Columbia in May following, found the estab- | men were obliged to return without effecting their 
lishment, and landed such men, goods, provisions, | object. In the mean time, representation was 
&c., as the establishment was in need of. My in-| made to their Government as to the probable 
structions to the captain were, that, after supply- | effect of my operations on their interest, and re 
ing the establishment, heshould proceed to Chatka, | questing to interfere in their behalf. This being 
a Russian settlement, for the purpose of trade; | in time of peace, the Government did not deem !t 
and then return to Columbia, take what furs we} advisable so to do. So soon, however, as wal 
had, and proceed to Canton, and from thence to | was declared, these representations were renewel, 
New York. He accordingly left Columbia; and, | aid was asked from the Government, and it was 
most unfortunately, Mr. Hunt, of Trenton, New| granted. The Phebe frigate, and sloops of wat 
Jersey, my chief agent, left the river with him, | Racoon and Porcupine, were sent from Englan¢, 
sailed as directed, for the Russian settlement, and | with orders to proceed to Columbia river, and 
effected their object; but, instead of following in-| destroy my property. They sailed from Englan¢ 
structions to return to Columbia, he sailed direct | early in January, 1813. Arriving at Rio de Ja 
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aire 
jeiro, Admiral Dickson ordered the Phabe frigate, 
with one of the sloops, to pursue Captain Porter, 
in the frigate Essex, and the sloop-of-war Racoon 
tothe Columbia. She arrived there, took posses- 
sion in the name of the King, and changed the 
name of the place, Astoria, to Fort George. Pre- 
vious to this, the Northwest Company had de- 
spatched another or second party of men to the 
Columbia. They arrived there in the absence of 
Mr. Hunt. McDougal! gave them support and 
rotection, and they commenced, after some time, 
to negotiate with this gentleman. 

The reasons assigned by him for his conduct 
will be seen by an extract of a letter said to have 
been sent by a Mr. Shaw, of the Northwest Com- 
pany, and of which I send you a copy. The 
plan by me adopted was such as must have ma- 
terially affected the interest of the Northwest and 
Hudson’s Bay Companies, and it was easy to be 
foreseen that they would employ every means to 
counteract my Operations, and which, as my im- 
pression, I stated to the Executive of your Depart- 
ment as early as February, 1813, as will be seen 
by a copy of the sketch of a letter which I wrote 
to the Secretary of State, to which no reply was 
given. On repeated application, some time after, 
aid was promised me ; but I believe the situation 
of our country rendered it inconvenient to give it. 
You will observe that the name of the Pacific Fur 
Company is made use of at the commencement 
of the arrangements for this undertaking. I pre- 
ferred to have it appear as the business of a com- 
pany rather than that of an individual; and sev- 


eral of the gentlemen engaged, Mr. Hunt, Mr. , 


Crooks, Mr. McKay, McDougall, Stuart, &e., 
were, in effect, to be interested as partners in the 
undertaking, so far as respected any profit which 
might arise; but the means were furnished by 
me, and the property was solely mine, and [ sus- 
tained the loss, which, though considerable, I do 
not regret; because, had it not been for the un- 
fortunate occurrence just stated, I should have 
been, as I believe, most richly rewarded, as it will 
| be seen that the difference of price in the beaver 
and otter skins alone, say what I received, and 
the value of them at Canton at that time, is about 
sixty thousand dollars. The copy of agreement, 
inventory, and extract of Shaw’s letter, you will 
please return to me. 
lam sir, &c., 
JOHN JACOB ASTOR. 


Hon. Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State. 





Mr. Astor to Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State. 
New York, February, 1813. 
; Str: I take the liberty to call to your recollec- 
| on the subject of which I spoke when I had the 
| honor of waiting on gen at Washington, and to 
etter which I received in 
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part of the continent are friendly, and it is under- 
stood that the climate is mild and the country is 
good, and | am informed and believe that a great 
and valuable trade may be carried on there with 
more advantage by this than any other country. 
By the extract of a letter from the wintering part- 
ners of the Northwest Company to Mr. McGil- 
livray, of Montreal, it will be seen that they are 
more or less apprehensive that the plan pursued 
by me will more or less endanger the valuable 
and extensive trade of that company, which, 
though of some consideration to this country, is, 
in my Opinion, of less consequence than the trade 
which may be carried on on the coast, and from 
| thence to China, as also a considerable trade 
with the Russian settlements in that part of the 
world. 
| You will perceive, sir, that the people whom I 
'sent out in a ship in the year 1810 have estab- 
lished themselves on the Columbia river, and 
| have built a fort, which I understand is on a fa- 
vorable situation, about ten or twelve miles from 
| the mouth of the river. If all the men who were 
sent thither have arrived safe, (as I believe they 
_have,) then there must be about one hundred and 
| fifty, besides a number of natives from the Sand- 
wich islands. 

I know that the Northwest Company have com- 
|municated my undertaking to the British Gov- 
/ernment, and, under present circumstances, | 
think it more than probable that they will apply 
| for some aid to defeat it. Whether they have, or 
will succeed in obtaining it, I know not. 

I have, however, every reason to believe that if 
| the Government do not aid them, they will make 
| themselves an effort to that effect. Under other 
| circumstances than the present, (1 mean in time 
|of peace,) I think I could have made a stand 
| against that company ; in the present, it becomes 
| doubtful and hazardous, and, in case of an inter- 
ference on the part of the British Government, 
impossible for an individual to hold possession of 
a country which may become a source of wealth 
;and comfort to many. In this situation, it be- 

comes very interesting to know somewhat of the 
| views of Government relative to this object; and 
| whether the United States have or will assert any 
claim to that or any part of that country; and 
| whether the Government will deem it expedient 
| to take possession and give protection to the in- 
| fant establishment which has been made. I pre- 
‘sume, if forty or fifty men were placed in the fort 
already established, or on some more eligible sit- 
| uation, (if such there be,) they could, with the aid 
| of the men already there, repel any force which I 
| think it likely the British would at this time send ; 
| and, in the mean time, means might be found to 
| send some more men, and to strengthen ourselves. 
My plan was to have reconciled the Indians on 
the Missouri to our having a free communication 
up that river, which no doubt ina future day will 


; November last, via Canada, as also copies of some | be effected, whence we can send any force neces- 
| hotes passed between some of the agents whom I | sary to protect ourselves. But it appears necessary 
F sent to Columbia river and Mr. Thompson, aj that some step should now be taken which will 
p partner of the Northwest Company of Canada. | afford a more speedy aid, which can only be done 


By these it will be seen that the Indians on that | by sending a vessel, &c. round Cape Horn. There 








1215 


Settlement on the Columbia River. 


are at this time about twelve or thirteen American 
vessels on that coast; many of them might seek 
and find protection in the Columbia river if we 
had even a small force there. I beg leave to say, 
that, at the commencement of my undertaking, it 
appeared to be necessary that some of the people 
sent to that country should be acquainted with 
the Indian trade; and, they being very scarce in 
the United States, I have been under the necessity 
of taking some from Canada, some Canadians, 
and some few Scotchmen. Although they have 
all become citizens of the United States, 1 am 
more or less apprehensive that these, in time of 
war, may join any force sent by the Northwest 
Company or the British Government; and the 
more so if there should be no appearance of any 
protection from this country. The number of 
these is, however, small; and the principal agent 
is a Mr. Hunt, of Trenton, a real American, and 
a gentleman of integrity, honor, and talents. I 
believe, at present, there is no post or establish- 
ment on the Columbia river but the one here 
—_ of, though I am pretty sure the Northwest 

ompany will endeaver to fix one, as I have just 
received a letter dated 19th November, in Lon- 
don, which says the Northwest Company are fit- 
ting the ship Isaac Todd, of about five hundred 
tons, to go to the Northwest coast. The writer 
does not say under what circumstances the ship 
goes; but that she will go to Columbia river, there 
can be no doubt. I pray you, sir, to have the 
goodness to bring this subject under the consider- 
ation of the President, and, if permitted, I would 
ask the favor of being informed of the result; 
which is the more desirable, as I expect very 
shortly an opportunity of sending a messenger to 
that quarter of the world. I am sure the Govern- 
ment will readily see the importance of having 
possession and the command of a river so impor- 
tant and extensive as the Columbia, the fountain 
of which cannot be far distant from that of the 
river Missouri. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN JACOB ASTOR. 


Hon. James Monroe, Sec’ry of State. 





Unirep States oF AMERICA, 
City of New York, ss. 

Be it known that, on the day of the date hereof, 
before me, John G. Bogert, a public notary in and 
for the State of New York, duly admitted and 
sworn, dwelling in the city of New York, person- 
ally, came Wilson P. Hunt, who, being by me 
duly sworn, did declare and say, that the annexed 
agreement, inventories, and account current, [are 
those] by which the property of the late Pacific 
Fur Company was transferred to the Northwest 
Company of Canada; which agreement said Hunt 
had not in his power to reject, as the property had 
been some months in the possession of said North- 
west Company when said Hunt returned to Asto- 
ria, the 28th February, 1814. 

That, in explanation of the first article of said 
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ment,” than the dwelling-houses and stores (and 
not right of soil) erected by the Pacific Fur Com. 
pany at Astoria, as is fully shown by reference to 
the fourth article of said agreement, and to the 
tenth page of said inventory; in each of which 
the item of “ buildings” comprehends all the pro. 
perty of that description paid for by the North. 
west Company. And he further declares, that he 
never gave or conveyed to any person whatever 
any right or title to lands on the Columbia river 
and the Northwest coast; nox has he any know. 
ledge or suspicion of any member of the late Pa- 
cific Fur Company having transferred land to the 
Northwest Company ; more particularly as no per. 
son was authorized so to do. 


WILSON P. HUNT. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subseri- 
bed my name, and affixed my seal of office, 
ts. the twelfth day of January, in the year of 
) of our Lord one thousan eight hundred 
and eighteen. 
J. G. BOGERT, Notary Public. 





The association heretofore carrying on the fur 
trade to the Columbia river and its dependencies, 
under the firm and denomination of the Pacific 
Fur Company, being dissolved on the Ist of July 
last, by Duncan McDougall, Donald McKenzie, 
David Stuart, and John Clarke, with the inten- 
tion to abandon the trade in that quarter, it is 
hereby agreed, concluded, and settled upon, of their 
own free will and consent, by Duncan McDougall, 
acting for himself and in behalf of his associates, 
namely, Donald McKenzie, David Stuart, and 
John Clarke, on the one part, and John George 
McTavish and John Stuart, acting for themselves, 
and in behalf of the Northwest Company, on the 
other part, that the following agreement and set- 
tlement take place between them, and be binding 
and obligatory in the manner, and subject to the 
termsand agreements, hereinafter specified and con- 
tained: Now therefore it is hereby mutually agreed 
and concluded, by and between the said parties to 
these presents, and they do hereby mutually cove 
nant and agree, to and with each other, in manner 
following, that is to say: 

Articce 1. The party of the former part hereby 
covenants and agrees to deliver, or cause to be de 
livered, the whole of their establishments, furs, 
and present stock on hand, on the Columbia and 
Thompson’s rivers, as soon as the necessary it- 
ventories can be taken, unto the said party of the 
latter part, or any other person or persons ap- 
pointed by them to represent the Northwest Com- 
pany, to receive the same, at the prices and rates 
concluded and agreed upon as hereinafter specified 
in article fourth. 

Art. 2. In consideration of article first being 
duly and faithfully performed by the party of the 
former part, they, the said John George McTavish 
and John Stuart, for themselves, and on behalf of 
the Northwest Company, do bind and oblige 
themselves and the said Northwest Company, 


agreement, he declares nothing more to have been | their agents, to pay, or cause to be paid, unto the 
intended or understood by the word “establish-| said Duncan McDougall, acting for himself and 
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in behalf of his associates, as before mentioned, | 
his attorneys, assigns, or order, the amount of the | 
sum or sums arising from the sale according to | 
article first, and the rates hereinafter specified in| 
article fourth, at three several instalments; the | 
first one-third, on or before the twenty-fifth of Oc-_ 
tober, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen ; 
the second one-third, on or before the twenty-fifth 
of November ; and the remaining one-third, on or | 
before the twenty-fifth of December. And further, | 
it is hereby understood that, should the party of | 
the former part find it convenient to leave the | 
amount of the several drafts, after becoming pay- | 
able as already specified, in the hands of the party | 
of the latter part, or their agents, they, the said 
rty of the latter part, or their agents, will allow | 
interest at six per cent. until paid on demand; and | 
as there are several moneys, the produce of their | 
wages, due unto the people employed in the ser- 
vice of the late Pacific Fur Company, carrying 
on trade on the Columbia and Thompson’s rivers, 
the said party of the latter part, namely, John 
George McTavish and John Stuart, acting for | 
themselves and the Northwest Company, or their | 
agents, do hereby bind and oblige themselves to | 
Pays or cause to be paid, unto the several individ- | 
uals employed by the party of the former part, the | 
amount of the balances due them, according to | 
the statement that shall be delivered by the said | 
Dunean McDougall, acting for himself and his | 
associates, as before mentioned, within one month | 
after their arrival at Montreal, in the province of 
Lower Canada; the amount of which several | 
sums so paid is to be considered as part of, and | 
deducted from, the first instalment to be paid unto 
the said Duncan McDougall, acting for himself | 
and his associates as before mentioned, his attor- | 
neys, assigns, or order, on or before the twenty- | 
fifth of October, one thousand eight hundred and | 
fourteen. 
Art. 3. And further: The said John George 
McTavish and John Stuart, acting for themselves | 
and the Northwest Company, will be at liberty to | 
make a selection, and take into their service such | 
of the people in the employment of the party of | 
the former part, as they may think proper; in con- 
sideration of which, the said party of the latter | 
part bind and-oblige themselves to pay, or cause | 
to be paid, unto the said party of the former part. | 





the several sums due them, by such as may enter | 
into the service of the party of the latter part; 
and the said party of the latter part further bind | 
and oblige themselves to provide and insurea safe | 
passage to the said party of the former part, and | 
the remaining part that will not be taken into | 
their service, to their respective homes. 
Art. 4. And further: It is hereby agreed and | 
concluded upon by the said parties, that the fol 
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pounds, Halifax currency ; boats in use, each five 
pounds, Halifax currency; shallop, with rigging 
complete, one hundred and twelve pounds ten shil- 
lings; two blacksmith’s forges, complete, twenty- 
five pounds; plug tobacco, one shilling and six 
pence per pound; plug tobacco manufactured at 
Columbia, one shilling and three pence per pound; 
beads, assorted, five shillings per pound; arms, 
cannon, &c., prime cost; provisions, at fixed prices; 
articles in use, half inventory prices ; horses, thirty 
shillings each; buildings, two hundred pounds; 
John Reid’s adventure, and Freeman’s, in the vi- 
cinity of Snake country and Spanish river, to de- 
duct one hundred per cent.; beaver furs, ter shil- 
lings per pound; beaver coating, eight shillings 
and four pence per pound; muskrats, seven pence 
half-penny each; land otters, two shillings and 
six pence each; sea otters, large, sixty shillings 
each. 

And for the faithful performance of all and sin- 
gular the said covenants and agreements to be by 
them, respectively, kept and performed, all and 
every of the parties to these presents bind them- 
selves, separately and jointly, for their several as- 
sociates, firmly by these presents. 

In witness whereof, the parties to these presents 
have hereunto set their hands and seals, this six- 
teenth day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, at entrance of Columbia river, north- 
west coast of America. 

DUN. McDOUGALL, It. s.] 
J. G. McTAVISH, [L. 8.] 

JOHN STUART. [u. s.] 

Witnesses.—John C. Halsey, Gabriel Franchere, 
Alfred Seton, William Wallace, Angus Bethune, 
James McMellen, Joseph McGillivray. 

In explanation of what is meant and intended 
by “inventory prices” for articles in use, and fixed 
prices for provision, it was mutually understood by 
both parties, at the time, that the inventory prices 
of said articles in use should be fixed at half prime 
cost, and that no charges at all were to be made 
for provisions or stores of any description ; and to 
prevent any difference that might, in future, arise 
on the subject, it is hereby mutually understood 
and agreed upon, by the parties present, that the 
inventory prices of said articles in use shall be 
fixed at half prime cost, and no charges at all be 


| made for provisions: which explanation is to be 
| considered equally valid and binding as if inserted 


or so explained in the body of the agreement itself. 
DUN. McDOUGALL, 
J. G. MeTAVISH, 
JOHN STUART. 


Witnesses.—John C. Halsey, Angus Bethune. 
It is hereby agreed, by and between the parties 
to these presents, that, in consideration of the ar- 


lowing are the rates at which the establishments, | rival of W. P. Hunt, the aforementioned Duncan 
furs, and stock on hand, be valued at, as follows: | McDougall wishes to assign, and does hereby as- 

Dry goods, stationery, gunpowder, and leaf to-| sign, to said W. P. Hunt, the part which the said 
bacco, fifty per cent. on the prime cost; ship| Duncan McDougall held in acting for the party of 
chandlery, sixty per cent.; shot, ball, lead, iron, | the first part; and for the completion of the afore- 
and steel, one hundred per cent.; deduction on| mentioned agreement, the said W. P. Hunt holds 
made-up iron works at Columbia river, thirty-| himself equally bound with said Duncan MeDoug- 
three and one-third per cent.; new boats, each ten! all: and further, to render the article regarding 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—39 
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John Reid’s adventure to the Snake country more 
explicit, it is hereby fully understood that fifty per 


cent. was meant, instead of one hundred per cent., 


expressed in the said aforementioned articles of 


agreement, to be deducted. 


Signed this tenth day of March, one thousand 


eight hundred and fourteen. 
DUNCAN McDOUGALL, 
WILSON P. HUNT, 
J. G. McTAVISH, 
JOHN STUART. 
Witnesses.—John C. Halsey, 
Angus Bethune. 





The Northwest Company in account with John Jacob 
Astor. 
March 12, 1814. 

To amount of furs delivered Messrs. 
McTavish and Stuart, as per in- 
voice - - - - 

To amount of invoice of sundry 
merchandise, &c., delivered at 


Dr. 


$39,173 664 


Astoria mob he - + 13,256 01 
To amount of invoice of sundry 
merchandise, &c., delivered at 
Okunaakan shoe wae (os & RRB GOs 
To amount of invoice of sundry 
merchandise, &c., delivered at 
Spokan - - - - - 1,715 173 
To amount of goods delivered Mr. 
John G. McTavish, June 26, 1813 858 804 
To amount of John Reid’s outfit to , 
the Snake country, and Freeman’s 
accounts, as follows: 
To amount of invoice - $689 68 
To amount of J. Ho- 
bough’saccount- - 241 09 
To amount of J. Reznoi’s 
account’ - - - 240 57 
To amount of P. De- 
launay’s account - 189 76 
To amount of E. Rob- 
inson’s account - - 330 62 
To amount of P. Dorion’s 
account - - - 215 85 
$1,907 57 
953 784 
953 78} 


$58,291 02 


—_——-- 








Mareh 12, 1814. 
By amount of sundry articles de- 
livered Wilson P. Hunt -~ - 
By bill of exchange of this date, 
drawn by John McDonald on 
McTavish, McGillivray & Co., 
Montreal, in favor of W. P. Hunt, 
payable 25th of October next = - 
Hx. Cy. £927 17s. 6d. 


Cr. 


Secipeiccieeinsias | BTL GO 
By bill of exchauge of the same date, 
drawn by the same on the same, 


$436 105 | My DEAR SIR: 


in favor of the same, payable 15th 
Nov. next, Hx. Cy. £4,821 5s. 
a )—s19*285 00 

By bill of exchange of the same date, 
drawn by the same on same, in 
favor of the same, payable 25th 
Dec. next, Hx. Cy. £4,821 5s. 
petemeteriiien, 10,285 00 

By draft of the same date, drawn 
by the same on the same, in favor 
of Donald McKenzie, payable 25th 
Octobernext - - - - 
By amount of balances due sundry 
ersons, assumed by Messrs. Mc- 
avish & Stuart - - - 


1,483 24 


14,090 17) 
————— 


$58,291 02 


E. E. WILLSON P.HUNT, 
In behalf of John Jacob Astor. 
Marca 12, 1814. 








Unirep States or America, 
City of New York, ss. 

Be it known, that, on the day of the date here- 
of, before me, John G. Bogert, a public notary in 
and for the State of New York, duly admitted 
and sworn, dwelling in the city of New York, 
personally came John C. Halsey and Alfred Seton, 
who, being by me duly sworn, depose and say, 
that the letter hereto annexed is a true copy of a 
letter brought to Astoria by John G. McTavish, 
of the Northwest Company, and that they saw 
and read the same, and each became a witness to 
a copy thereof, which Duncan McDougall had re- 
corded in a book of the Pacific Fur Company, 
for the purpose of justifying him in transferring 
the property of said company at Astoria to the 
Northwest Company of Caanie, as appears by 
the subsequent transactions of said Duncan Mc- 


Dougall. 
JOHN C. HALSEY, 
ALFRED SETON. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscrib- 

(L.8.] ed my name, and affixed my seal of office, 

““) the twelfth day of January, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 
JOHN G. BOGERT. 


Extract of a letter addressed to Mr. John G. McTav- 
ish, Columbia river, from A. Shaw, agent for the 
Northwest Company, dated Montreal, May 9, 1813. 

Astoria, Cotumsia River, 

October 9, 1813. 

We are in hurry and confusion, 
preparing papers, &c., for the express canoe, hav- 
ing waited impatiently for some time. It was al 
last determined upoa to send it off, without hav- 
ing received the least knowledge of what has been 
doing in England since December last; but. for- 
tunately, the arrival of a frigate brought us ac- 
counts of the Isaac Todd, having on board Messrs. 

McTavish and McDonald, being ready for sea on 

the 18th of March. She is acompanied by a 
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frigate to take and destroy every thing that is/ I regret to state that I have not met any of our 


American on the northwest coast. cruisers either at this port or off Cape Antonio, 
DUN McDOUGALL, nor have I been able to gain any information as 
DONALD McKENZIE, to where they probably now are. It is some time 
JOHN CLARKE, since any of them were here. The British frigate 
ALFRED SETON, Tribune is here, from Porto Bello, and is about 
JOHN C. HALSEY, to sail for England with specie. 
GAB. FRANCHERE, I have the honor to be, &e. 
WILLIAM WALLACE. JAMES BIDDLE. 


Hon. Smita Tuompson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESI.- . Ri 
DENT’S MESSAGE TO CONGRESS AT THE Captain Biddle to Governor Mahy. 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE SESSION, DE- Unitep States Fricate Maceponian, 


Havana, April 30, 1822. 

Sir: I have the honor to represent, that the 
a commercial relations between the United States 
Copies and extracts of letters and reports, exhibiting a | and Cuba are already very considerable, and that 

general view of the correspondence between the com- they would veheaetibebty be more considerable, 

manders of our cruising vessels in the West Indies, | if tendered more secure from unlawful depreda- 
and the Spanish authorities. tions. As these relations, too, are mutually ben- 
U. S. Fricare Maceponian, eficial, it is important to both parties that they 

Havana, May 6, 1822. | should be effectually protected. For this object 

Sin: I have the honor to inform you that [ | the Government of the United States, on its part, 
arrived here on the 28th ultimo. My passage was | has employed an adequate naval force, which is 
somewhat protracted by chasing, out of my course, | placed under my direction and control. But as 
suspicious looking vessels among the islands, and | the depredations have been committed chiefly in 
by having two days under convoy an American | open boats, immediately upon the coast, and off 
schooner, that requested me to see her safe past | the harbors, it is important that we should have 
Cape Antonio. On my arrival, I saluted the Cap- | your Excellency’s co-operation. I have therefore 
tain General and the Admiral, receiving from | the honor to propose that your Excellency should 
each, in return, gun for gun, agreeably to pre- | SO far co-operate with me as to sanction the land- 
vious arrangement. On the 29th, I had an in-| ing, upon the coast of Cuba, of our boats and 
terview with the Captain General relative to the | men, when in pursuit of pirates. This measure 
business with which I am charged by Mr. Ad- | would be promotive of our common benefit—is in- 
ams, the Secretary of State. On the 30th, I ad- | dispensable to the entire suppression of piracy, 
dressed a communication to him upon the subject | and is not intended in any manner to infringe 
of landing our boats and men upon the coast of | upon the territorial rights of your Excellency. It 
Cuba when in pursuit of pirates. I enclose a | Will operate against those only whosé atrocious 
copy of my communication, as also of the Cap-| crimes render them obnoxious to every regular 
tain General’s answer; and you will perceive he | Government, and should place them without the 
declines acceding to the proposition I made to | protection of all law. ; 
him. I think it preferable to pursue one object| 1 have the honor to be, with great consideration 
ata time with the Government here, and I shall | and respect, your Excellency’s most obedient and 
therefore drop this subject for the present, renew- | Very humble servant, 4 
ing it when my correspondence in regard to the ; . , JAMES BIDDLE. 
Florida documents is terminated. He certainly | His Ex’cy Don Nicnotas Many, 
ought, and perhaps will consent to our landing Capt. Gen. and Governor of Cuba, Havana. 
upon those parts of the coast that are uninhabited, 
and where, though within his jurisdiction, he is 
utterly incapable of exercising any authority. 
There are many such places on the coasts of this 
island. 

The measures adopted by the Captain General, 
and te which he refers in his letter to me, consist 
simply of a proclamation, in March last, estab- 
lishing certain regulations with respect to the 
clearances of coasting vessels, launches, and other 
boats. These regulations, I understand, are not 
strictly enforced, and, even if they were, they are 
altogether insufficient for the suppression of pi- 


CEMBER 2, 1822. 


See 
RS 





Governor Mahy to Captain Biddle. 
Havana, May 2, 1822. 


I am too sensible of the importance of the com- 
mercial relations which exist, and may continue, 
between the ports of this Island and those of the 
United States, which I am desirous of cultivating, 
not to have adopted measures to put a stop to de- 
predations which might obstruct them along the 
extensive coasts of this Island, under my jurisdic- 
tion. I repeat, that such measures have been 
adopted, and have been made public ; and with 
the zealous co-operation with which you inform 
me you are charged, we shall doubtless effect 
shortly a happy extermination of those enemies, 
who, under all colors, have laid waste and com- 


proclamation has been published in the American 


—_—_—————— SS - 
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mitted robberies, both upon the high seas and every | The Grampus received some trifling injury in he 
coast, without respecting any flag. sails and rigging, but nota man hurt. ~ 

With respect to the permission you solicit, for! “The captured vessel proved to be the notorioys 
landing upon this coast with troops and people in | privateer Palmyra, formerly the Pancheta, from 
boats, for the purpose of pursuing those pirates, I | Porto Rico; carries one long brass eighteen, an, 
cannot and must not consent to it. I repeat that | eight eighteen pound carronades, and a crew of 
the necessary measures have been adopted to de- | eighty-eightmen. They acknowledge the robbery 
fend my territorial jurisdiction, and for the appre- | of the Coquette, and the only excuse given by the 
hension of every description of outlaws. officer is, that they could not prevent those things 

All which I communicate in answer to your | happening now and then. Several of the plun- 
official letter of yesterday. dered articles were found on board.” 

God preserve you many years. 

NICHOLAS MAHY, 











Capt. Gen. of the Island of Cuba. p , St. Se om rn 
ersonally appeare ore us, Captain Joby 
nee ete ship Macedonian. Souther, commander, and in part owner of the 


Schooner Coquette, of Georgetown, D.C. Who, 
being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of 
Extract from a report of Lieut. Francis H. Gregory, | Almighty God, deposeth and saith: That he is 
Commander of U. 8. schooner Grampus, to Captain |4 native born citizen of the United States of 
James Biddle, commanding the U. 8. forces in the | America, and that, while on a voyage in said ves. 
West Indies—relating to the capture of the Pancheta, | 8¢! to the West India Islands, and on his passage 
dated from St. Bartholomews to St. Thomas, on the 
se morning of the 9th of August, 1822, at 5 A. M. or 

U. S. Schooner Grampovs, thereabouts, he was fired at by a sail in chase. 

St. Thomas, August 24, 1822. upon which, the deponent saith, he immediately 

“T have the honor to acquaint you, for the in- | hove to. Was boarded by an officer and boat's 
formation of the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, that | crew under Venezulian colors; they immediately 
larrived at St. Bartholomews on the second of demanded his papers; after examining them, they 
August ; sailed again on the 7th with convoy for , commenced searching the vessel, then went into 





St. Thomas. On the morning of the 9th fell in my cabin and searched the berths, chests, &c. 
e 


with two Spanish cruisers off Tortola, who de- y took from the vessel stock, and clothing 
manded permission, and claimed a right to board | from the officers and men. The deponent further 
the convoy, which being preremptorily refused, | says, she was an hermaphrodite brig with a red 
they hauled off. The same day I arrived at St. | streak, and one long gun amidships and several 
Thomas and received from Capt. John Souther, | others, not knowing the exact number. 


of the schooner Coquette of Georgetown, D. C., JOHN SOUTHER. 
the enclosed deposition, having been plundered by! Arrest, J. ROHDE, 

those vessels. On the 14th I left St. Thomas, Captain R. Navy and Harbor Master. 
with two valuable vessels, bound to Curacoa, and F. H. GREGORY 

on the evening of the 15th saw an hermaphrodite | Lt. Com. U.S. Navy. 


brig, hovering upon our weather quarter, appar- | . if 
ently a cruiser—continued my course without re- | — forepuing Sega ee ie eee 
os 7. mers ; wd light mage Ber shend and of the Schooner Coquette, John Reynolds, and 
Saveceee) St OUI past nine, baving gained ovn- Henry Sterling, seamen, and they being duly 
siderably upon her, she hoisted English colors ; y decl "I ne y dium 
changed them to Spanish at 10, and fired a gun to | SOF, Gectare the ee SOHN PEABODY j 
windward and at half past 10 hove to, and set a a 


: JOHN REYNOLDS 
white flag at the fore. On nearing her I perceived x 
her to be the pirate that had food open ona plun- HENRY STERLING. 
dered the Coquette, and therefore considered it my Arr BST, J. ROHDE, 

duty to arrest her. At 20 minutes past 11 the Captain R. Navy and Harbor Master. 
Grampus was laid under her lee, within pistol F. H. GREGORY, 

shot, and her surrender demanded as a pirate, Lt. Com. U. 8. Navy. 


which sheaffected not to understand, and answered 
me to that import. While repeating the demand, 
he poured into usa full volley from his small arms | £2tract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandani 
and cannon, which was instantly returned, and| rancis H. Gregory, to the Secretary of the Navy. 

continued three minutes and a half, when he struck “JT have the honor to inform you that this ves- 
his colors, a complete wreck, having one man | sel, accompanied by the Palmyra, alias Pancheta, 
killed and six wounded, and in a sinking condition. | was safely anchored in this port on the 12th, after 
The boats were despatched instantly to their relief, | a passage of fifty days from St. Thomas. The 
and it was only owing to the great exertions of | Palmyra was captured on the 16th of August to 
Lieut. Voorhies, that she was prevented from | the southward of St. Croix, by the Grampus, after 
going down, having received three shots between | a short action, in which she was principal sufferer, 
wind and water, one of which injured the pumps. | as detailed in my reports to Captain James Biddle, 
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Commander of the United States’ naval forces | session of the patriot forces, under the plea that 
cruising in the West Indies. Copies of which | they are violating a system of blockade established 
have, for your information, already been forwarded | by the Government of Spain. These privateers 
to the Department. have already made several captures of American 
«Jt was my wish and intention, to have entered | and other vessels, which have been carried to re- 
amore northern port, but light and adverse winds, | mote ports in the island of Porto Rico, and will 
and the great number of prisoners on board, | doubtless be condemned. The injury that will 
obliged me to make the nearest port, and that as | result to the commerce of our country from this 
soon as possible. The prisoners, seventy-six in | system of pretended blockade will be very serious, 
number, oe been safely lodged in jail, commit- | if not timely checked by an adequate force in this 
ted for piracy. At least one-third of them are of quarter ; and, as I have no means of communi- 
the Sugar Key gang, who have come to Porto | cating, from hence, with Captain Biddle, I con- 
Rico for the purpose of covering their villany with | sider it my duty to lay the present information be- 
Spanish commissions. All the original documents | fore you.” 
respecting this vessel have been placed in the hands | shatter 
of the United States District Attorney, and the | S. N. B. G. Boves 
vessel libelled. pee of her own — ae At set, July 8, 1822. 
a“ eter eaneesd. nn TY Mie: {am sorry you will be incomoded with 
| Lanenatie saw gentlemen from Porto Rico | ™ by firiying you this morning, being the case 
while at St. Thomas’s, and was informed that | that we thought you were patriots, and we have 
several small privateers were fitted out there, which, | CO™'SS!0n por ree elder, to blockade all the 
if not looked after in time, will certainly commit i ee ae h er ‘ = ene ee yr vessels 
some very serious depredations upon our commerce, | a. aoe sg . 8 ry ao the American 
as they are, in reality, nothing but pirates; most | . we th ye OD oe ill f them. 
of their crew being from the establishments of | |, pe ty erefore you will forgived the uncasion- 
Cuba, and to their thirst for plunder add a deadly | 2"'Y @%@1r- “pate “: & 
desire of revenge whenever they fall in with a | ee PABLO LLUAGER 
defenceless American.” ; 


M. Ramace, Capt. U. S. Schooner Porpoise. 


























Extract of a letter from Lieutenant James Ramage, 





; waa U. S. Scnooner Porpoise 
commander of the United States schooner Porpoise, C am, 
; d St. > Of] uragoa, July 22, 1822. 
Tuy oa oy ey, ee Se Sir: I had the honor to address you on the 9th 
? " | 


instant, from the island of St. Thomas, commu- 
nicating the injuries committed on our commerce 
; ; by Spanish vessels of war near to Porto Rico, in 
morning, with two brigs of war, bearing the | oonsequence of their pretended blockade of the 
Mexican flag. I run down, with our colors flying, | eogsts .of Spanish America. I have now to in- 
between them; and, when opposite to each, re- | form you that the same causes have produced the 
ceived a gun from the one to windward, which | 3 me effects in this quarter, and that four Ameri- 


was instantly returned from this vessel: shortly | can vessels have been condemned at Porto Ca- 


after, I received a similar salute from that to lee- | ello for a breach of blockade. The naval force 
ward, which was promptly replied to—both ves- of Spain in these seas consists of an old forty- 
sels, on firing, hauled down the Mexican, and | four gun frigate, (one of the Russian contract,) a 
hoisted the Spanish national colors. I then ranged | brig and schooner. These are employed in fur- 
alongside the brig to leeward, observing her crew vidhiog supplies to Porto Cabello from this island, 
ina state of extreme confusion ; they opened an | and yet, with such a force, and so employed, they 
irregular and ill directed fire of grape and mus- uphold the monstrous principle of blockading a 
ketry, but without any effect. I was in the act of | eoast of more than twelve hundred miles in extent. 
giving orders to return our broadside, when hos- | {+ does not appear that any injury has been com- 


tilities ceased ; and I directed Lieutenant Curtis | mitted on our commerce by the vessels of the Co- 
to board the brig, and examine her papers; they | jombian Republic. : 


proved to be H. C. Majesty’s brigs Palmyra, of I have the honor to be, &e. 

fourteen guns, one hundred and thirty men, and JAMES RAMAGE. 

G. Boves, of eight guns, and one hundred men, Hon. Smita Tuompson, 

both from Cadiz. The inclosed is a literal copy Secretary of the Navy. 

of a letter addressed me by the senior command- ° cy. 

ing officer. er : 
“I now hasten to communicate the intelligence | Extract of a letter from Lieutenant James Ramage, 

received by me at this place, which I believe to Commander of the United States schooner Porpoise, 

be entirely authentic ; that several Spanish pri-| 4 Captain James Biddle, commanding the naval 

vateers, of considerable force, have lately been | /orces in the West Indies. ; 

equipped from the island of Porto Rico, for the “Under the plea of a breach of blockade, the 

purpose of capturing all vessels sailing to or from | Spanish squadron in this direction capture all ves- 

the ports on the coast of Spanish America, in pos- | sels bound to or from ports in possession of the 


“Having sailed from St. Bartholomews on the 
evening of the 6th instant, I fell in, the next 
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Colombian Republic. The naval force of Spain| of the privateer, “That he must furnish thoy 


now here consists of an old forty-four gun frigate, 
the Ligera, (one of the Russian contract,) an eigh- 
teen gun brig, the Hercule, and a schooner; the 
whole of which are employed supplying Porto 
Cabello with provisions from Curagoa; yet, with 
such a force, and so employed, they uphold the 
monstrous principle of blockading a line of coast 
of more than twelve hundred miles in extent.” 





of a letter to Captain Laborde, commanding His 
we Catholic Majesty’s frigate Ligera. 
U. S. Scnooner Porpoise, 
St. Ann, Curagoa, July 21, 1822. 

Sir: I have received from the master of the 
American schooner Antelope a communication, of 
which a copy is herewith transmitted toyou. From 
this statement it appears that a very serious injury 
has been done by you to the rights and property of 
citizens of the United States, by the capture and 
subsequent condemnation of an American vessel 
and cargo pursuing a lawful commerce; but it is 
hoped that more just reasons will be exhibited on 
your part for the course pursued, than those stated 
in the communication referred to. 

I have received information that the American 
vessels named underneath have been carried into 
Porto Cabello, and there condemned, under the 

retext of a breach of blockade of the coast and 

arbors of the Spanish Main. In consequence 
thereof, it becomes my duty to demand from you 
the release of all vessels and property so seized, 
and further to state, that the United States cannot 
recognise such a system of blockade, to the mani- 
fest injury of their commerce, where the force of 
Spain is so evidently inadequate to its fulfilment. 

Iam, &c. JAMES RAMAGE. 

To Captain Lazorpe, 

Comd’g H. C. M. Frigate Ligera, Curagoa. 

American brig Calypso of New York, 

Rising States of New York, 
schooner Union of Salem. 





Statement of Arthur Edgarton, mate of the brig Gen- 
eral Andrew Jackson. 


Arthur Edgarton, mate of the brig General 
Andrew Jackson, taken by the privateer General 
Pereira, on the 22d July, as nigh as he can re- 
member, the log book being taken from him— 
Captain Langdon and the cook were sent in the 
brig to Ponce, and the mate and men were taken 
on board the privateer, having been robbed of 
every article of clothing, except what they had at 
the time on their backs. The men had recently 
left the United States, and had each a new suit of 
good clothes, many of which, can, at most hours, 
be seen at this place, worn by the crew of the 
privateer in public. Except being robbed of cloth- 
ing, knives, razors, &c., were well treated on 
board the privateer, where they remained about 
seventeen days—were then put into the Puntilla 
rmee) without food, until the afternoon of the 

ird day. The keeper of the prison, observing 
the wants of these men, sent word to the captain 


daily with food, or he would be punished ;” whic) 
was complied with. 





Captain Spence to the Secretary of the Navy, trays. 
mitting correspondence with the Governor of Por, 
Rico, marked A. to G. inclusive. 

Unirep States Sap Cyanz, 
St. Johns, Porto Rico, Sept. 3d, 1829, 


Sir: After a passage of twenty-five days from 
the Chesapeake, during which we experienced ay 
alternation of calms and head winds, I anchor 
in this harbor. I found no small excitement ey. 
isting, produced by the capture of the Pancheta, 
The presence of a ship of our force was perhap; 
seasonable; and possibly may have been the meap; 
of preventing unpleasant consequences to the Ame 
ricans here. Before I could enter upon the busi. 
ness specially delegated, I was informed of the 
imprisonment of several citizens of the United 
States, taken from the brig General Jackson, 
captured and sent into Ponce. As no American 
ought to be restrained of his liberty, in any quarter 
of the world, one hour, without just cause, I address. 
ed his Excellency Don Francisco Gonzalez de Lin- 
arez, demanding their release. My letter, marked 
A, is herewith transmitted. The men being lib- 
erated, I felt myself at liberty to enter upon the 
execution of my instructions, and immediately 
addressed him upon the subject of the capture of 
American vessels by privateers out of the Island 
of Porto Rico. A copy of my letter, marked B. 
is herewith enclosed. On the 27th ultimo, | ad- 
dressed to his Excellency letter C, annexing memo- 
randum No. 1, being a list of vessels sent into the 
different ports of the island, for adjudication. On 
the 28th Siooniead from his Excellency a reply to 
my representations, which is herewith transmit- 
ted, with other subsequent communications from 
him. I then addressed to him letter D, with 
copies of the accompanying documents, 2, 3 
and 4. 

Some of the circumstances of the capture of the 
Pancheta being known, for the purpose of pre 
venting the ill effects of distorted and prejudiced 
representations, and to allay the sensations of 
which his Excellency speaks, I addressed to him, 
on that subject, letter marked E. Receiving sev- 
eral reiterative communications, of which | ob 
tained but very imperfect translations, I replied 
with letter marked F, and came to the consum- 
mation of the duty confided to me in letter G, 
and I trust, in the declarations there made, I have 
neither gone beyond the letter nor spirit of my in- 
structions; having been influenced, throughout 
the whole correspondence, by a strong desire to 
discharge a delicate trust with becoming gracious- 
ness ; and, while making known the sentiments o! 
the American people, and the determination 0! 
my Government, to conciliate, by a friendly style 
and manner, the good feelings of those in author- 
ity, all of whom are men of high standing, and 
justly estimable. I hope my remarks on the laws 
of blockade will be considered by yourself and the 
President pertinent and proper. I believe I con- 







1229 


ceived 
howeVv 


barked 
the ac 
should 
cast; 
own 
this 0 
Amer 
tion f 
theref 
ar, 
Th 
fully 
tentic 





1223 


——__ 


—:2: 
Dh them 
Which 


' trang. 


f P. Onto 


iE, 
[822 
'S from 
ced an 
chored 
ent ex. 
Icheta, 
erhaps 
means 
> Ame 
e busj- 
of the 
United 
ckson, 
erican 
uarter 
Idress. 
e Lin- 
larked 
ig lib- 
on the 
jiately 
ure of 
[sland 
ed B. 
I ad- 
Lemo- 
to the 
. On 
ply to 
smit- 
from 
with 
2, 3 
»f the 
"pre 
diced 
is of 
him, 
sev- 
L ob 
plied 
sum- 
r G, 
have 
y in- 
hout 
e to 
ous- 
ts of 

n of 
tyle 
hor- 
and 
aws 

| the 


20D- 


1229 


APPENDIX. 


1230 


Suppression of Piracy. 








ceived your views on that subject. It cannot, 
however, be expected that an officer who em- 
barked at the age of eleven on an element where 
the accomplishments of a scholar are not required, 
should shine in a correspondence of a diplomatic 
cast; especially when depending wholly on his 
own feeble capacity. What I have written on 
this occasion, has been with a heart glowing with 
American feelings, with an enthusiastic admira- 
tion for our laws, institutions, and great men; if, 
therefore, a little egotism should occasionally ap- 
r, I plead this in extenuation. 

The hospitality of the port has been freely and 
fully extended to my ship, and the personal at- 
tentions of those in authority have been gratifying 
tome and my officers. To a system of privateer- 
ing they are opposed; and the Governor will do 
all in his power to discourage its continuance. 
Indemnification for the past, I fear, we shall have 
to look for to the treasury of Spain. 

I shall be active in attending to every thing in 
which the interest of our commerce is concerned ; 
and shall endeavor to sustain the American char- 
acter by a manner gentle, yet firm—taking on 
myself no responsibility, keeping constantly in 
eye the reciprocal rights of nations, and your in- 
structions. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ROBERT TRAIL SPENCE. 


P. S. I shall leave these seas the last of Octo- 
ber for Africa. 
Hon. Smita Tompson, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


A. 


U.S. snip Cyane, Sr. Joun’s, 
Porto Rivo, August 26, 1822. 

Sir: Instructed to proceed to Porto Rico, to 
communicate with your Excellency in relation to 
the infringement of American rights, by vessels 
fitted out of different ports of this island, I had 
scarcely =nchored with this ship, ere I learned 
that several citizens of the United States (after 
experiencing the most brutal treatment from a 
gang of derperadoes belonging to an armed schoo- 
ner now in, and said to be of this place) have 
been imprisoned, and are at present in confinement. 

These American citizens I understand were 
taken from the brig Andrew Jackson, while 
peaceably pursuing their vocation on the high 
seas, under the flag of the United States. 
_ So gross a violation of the usages of all civil- 
ized nations is calculated to excite universal ab- 
horrence, and the just indignation I am persuaded 
your Excellency must feel on being informed of 
such an atrocious act, renders it only necessary 
that it should come to the knowledge of your Ex- 
cellency, to cause the immediate release of said 
citizens, and the prompt and salutary punishment 
of those violators of the laws of nations and 
humanity. 

With the most perfect consideration, &c. 

ROBERT T. SPENCE. 
His Exe’y F. G. pe Linarez, 
Governor of Porto Rico. 


U.S. snip Cyane, Sr. Joun’s, 
Porto Rico, August 27, 1822. 


Sir: I am directed to call the attention of your 


Excellency to the capture and detention, by pri- 
vateers fitted out from this island, of several Ame- 
rican merchant vessels, while pursuing a lawful 
commerce during a time when the United States 
— profound peace with all nations. 


our Excellency will readily perceive that un- 
der such circumstances, the violation of American 


rights here complained of, calls for a speedy inter- 


position of justiceand authority. Justice, thata 
restitution of these captures may be made, and 
authority to prevent a repetition of similar out- 
rages. 

] will as soon as possible transmit to your Ex- 
cellency the names of the vessels to which this 
complaint refers, with a statement of the circum- 
stances attending their capture; confidently be- 
lieving that your Excellency will adopt, as early 
as possible, such measures as shall, in your wis- 
dom, be deemed sufficient to arrest these depre- 
dations, which, in some cases, can be viewed in 
no other light than piratical. 

The flag of the United States, floating in every 
ocean, guaranties protection to all who lawfully 
sail under it—the invasion of rights identified 


| wit: this flag, it would neither be honorable, 


Wise, Lor expedient to permit, and that trade to 
which, a: a neutral, the United States have claim 
uninterruptedly to pursue, cannot be molested. 

The American commerce, second to none for 
magnitude, enterprise, and fair dealing, must, to 
insure a continuance of these constituent fea- 
tures, be preserved inviolate; and the protection 
necessary to effect this object, the Government of 
the United States is determined to afford, whe- 
ther in the seas of the Mediterranean, Pacific, or 
Caribbean, where outrages, tending to degrade the 
flag under which they are committed, are daily 
occurring ; these, as far as oon shall come under 
the cognizance of your Excellency, I am persua- 
ded will be restrained and prevented. 

The amicable and friendly footing, on which 
Spain and the United States are at this time, con- 
vinces me, that nothing more than a proper rep- 
resentation of these facts is required to call the 
subject-matter to the immediate attention of your 
Excellency. Fully believing this, 

I have the honor to remain, &c. 
ROBERT T. SPENCE. 


His Ex’cy Don F. G. pe Linarez, 


Governor of Porto Rico. 





C. 
Unitep States Suip Cyane, 
St. John’s, Porto Rico, Aug. 28, 1822. 
Sir: Having informed your Excellency that I 
have been instructed to proceed to this place, to 
communicate with your Excellency on the subject 
of captures, made by privateers fitted out of this 
Island, of American vessels, while pursuing, in 
time of peace, a lawful trade, I now have the 
honor to transmit a memorandum, embracing the 
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names of these vessels, and the circumstances at- 
tending their seizure. 

It appears that some of the vessels have been 
sent in, and after a grievous detention, declared to 
be a “bad prize ;” subject, however, to pay all 
the costs of suit, and one-third of the expenses of 
the privateer. 


To one as profound in all matters of law and 
equity as your Excellency, this must appear a 
strange proceeding; a proceeding, calling, with 
much emphasis, for the interposition of your Ex- 
cellency’s authority, to remedy evils bearing a 
character calculated to diminish the high respect 
heretofore entertained by the world, for the equi- 
table decisions of the Spanish courts. 

A pretended violation of blockade, it appears, is 
the pretext for sending into the ports of this Island, 
vessels navigating the sea under the American 
flag. The whole, therefore, may be resolved into 
two descriptions of cases: The first, comprising 
vessels seized and again released as “ bad prizes,” 
paying the whole of the costs of trial, and a por- 
tion of the expenses of the privateer. 


The principles of equity applicable to such cases 
are too simple to require exposition. The inno- 
cent are not to pay the penalty of another’s guilt 
or imprudence. If an American is interrupted in 
her voyage, captured and vexatiously detained, 
until a judicial investigation determines her to be 
a “bad prize,” it seems to me self-evident, that all 
costs of the suit should be paid by the captors, in 
whom the ct is ; add to this, that proper dam- 
ages should be levied on the aggressor, that the 
sufferer may be fairly indemnified, and the “ pri- 
vateersman” be restrained in future by a fear of 
being, in all similar cases, called upon to make 
good the injury resulting from his wantonness ; 
without such a check, what is there to limit the 
mischief done by men of this order, who, stealing 
from their dens and lurking places, pollute the 
ocean with the blood of defenceless sailors, and 
gorge their cupidity with the spoils of plunder and 
ravage ? 

The good of every nation, and the honor of some, 
require that so foul a system should be made to 
cease, that every navigable sea may be rendered 
safe to the honest efforts of enterprise. 

The second description of cases to which I wish 
to call the immediate attention of your Excellency, 
are those vessels sent in under a pretext of attempt- 
ing to enter a blockaded port. The pacific policy 
uniformly pursued by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, the just and liberal principles by which 
it has been governed through all its various strug- 
gles, to treat all nations as friends, and, especially, 
to be on the most friendly footing with Spain, 
entitle the citizens of America to the privilege of 
navigating the seas without molestation, on pre- 
texts so flimsy as those of violating a “ blockade” 
which has never existed de facto. 

It is well understood, that a blockade to carry 
with it the penalty o! forfeiture, must be conform- 
able to the established opinions of those distin- 
guished civilians who have fully and ably ex- 
pounded this subject. 


In the first place it must be practicable ; it mus 
be defined within limits commensurate with th. 
ability ; a stationary force must intervene; the 
vessel entering must be warned off; these, an¢ 
other qualifications, are essential to constitute , 
blockade, as now understood by the President o/ 
the United States and other great statesmen. |f 
then, such is the form and nature of a blockade. 
if the constant presence of a stationary squadroy, 
adequate to the purpose of intercepting all vessels 
is indispensable ; how is it, that a whole coast 
without any definite limit, should be under the bay 
of interdiction, without any visible force ; conse. 
quently, without the first requisite of a blockade? 

While such pretexts for spoliation exist, and the 
commerce of the United States is thus devastated, 
the relations of love and friendship now existing 
between the two nations must be shaken, and q 
state of things produced such as I am persuaded 
your Excellency will feel desirous to avert. 

I trust I shall be excused these remarks, made to 
one by whom the principles of “blockade” are 
fully understood, and whose experience is such as 
to render the application of them in all cases just 
and proper. 


It will readily occur to the wisdom and justice 
of your Excellency that injuries sustained by 
American citizens from illegal seizure and deten- 
tion, carry with them a fair claim to indemnity ; 
and that where there has been a manifest partiality 
in the courts deciding on some of the cases pre- 
sented for your consideration, that the arm of au- 
thority should be extended to remedy, and to re- 
quire more equitable decisions. In these cases it is 
hoped and expected that your Excellency will direc’ 
a revisal of the proceedings of subordinate tribu- 
nals, that such of the citizens of the United States 
as have suffered by them may be immediately 
made whole in their property, and receive damages 
for unjustifiable detention. 


Your Excellency, influenced by high and hon- 
orable motives, will doubtless see’the propriety of 
ordering all American vessels now detained to be 
forthwith released, and the punishment of marauders 
who have tarnished the dignity of the Spanish 
character by acts of inhuman treatment to citizens 
of the United States; by the most flagrant out- 
rages; by a prostration of all the usages of civilized 
society ; thereby bringing the commercial! world 
into a state truly to be deplored, tending to arm 
man against his brother man, and to make safety 
no where but in strength and habitual hostility. 


_ Submitting this application to the early atten- 
tion of your Excellency, and calling upon you 


Excellency immediately to interpose your author- 


ity to prevent a continuance of these causes ol 
just complaint, and confidently believing that you 
iove of justice, order, and humanity, will impel 
you promptly to meet the wishes of my Govern: 
ment on this subject, 


I remain, with the most perfect consideration, 


your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE. 


His Exc’y Don F. G. pe Linarez, 
Governor of Porto Rico. 
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List of American vessels captured by Spanish pri- | even to his wearing apparel—I could apply any 
} 








vateers, and sent into the different ports of Porto | other distinguishing name than that of “ robber,” 
Rico. | I confess to your Excellency I should have select- 
Bark American, Emery master, of Kennebunk. | ed a milder epithet. 
This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the Span- | A glance at the history of the past displays, in 
ish felucca La Carmen, tried, and declared to be | the Spanish character, the principles and high 
8 bad prize, but sentenced to pay all costs of the | sentiments of which you speak ; the island before 
trial, and one-third of the charges of the privateer | us bears full testimony of their enterprise and 
for her detention ; and was compelled, in conse- | greatness. It was to those sentiments and prinei- 
quence, to sell her cargo at a great sacrifice. | ples I appealed, when I requested your early at- 
Brig Sam, of Portland, Crowell master. This | tention to proceedings calculated to sully that dig- 
vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the same pri- nity of which every Spaniard is justly proud. 
yateer, and it is understood that she is still de-| ‘The capture of the Pancheta by a vessel of war 
tained: 'of the United States, was entirely unknown to 
Brig Bliss, of Baltimore, Dungan master. This | Me on my arrival at St. John’s; but I can confi- 
yesse) was sent into Cape Roxo by the same pri- | dently assure your Excellency, that you have been 
vateer, and after a vexatious detention was suffered | misinformed as to some of the circumstances at- 
to proceed, paying all the costs of trial, and one- | tending it. I have understood that the privateer 
third of the expenses of the privateer. | Pancheta has been of considerable annoyance to 
Brig Elizabeth, of Georgetown, West master. | Our commerce in these seas, and that, falling in 
This vessel was sent into Aguadella by the priva- | with the United States schooner Grampus, fired 
teer General Pereira, for trading to a blockaded | intoher. The consequences that would result from 
port. such an act may be conceived by your Excellency. 
Brig General Jackson, of New York, Langdon | _ The instructions given to officers of the Amer- 
master, captured and sent into Ponce by the | ican Navy are such as to render it impossible that 
schooner General Pereira, at which place she is | they can be the aggressors; and the feelings that 
now detained, and part of her crew, after very | have characterized them will always insure, in 
inhuman treatment, imprisoned at this place. | these unhappy rencontres, humanity and tender- 
| hess. 
Vessels have formerly been sent into the ports 





} u. : |of the United States on apparent good grounds, 
Unitep STATES SHIP CYANE, | such as attempts on our commerce; but, in all in- 
St. John’s, Porto Rico, August 29, 1822. | stances in which cause for condemnation did not 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- | appear, heavy damages were awarded, and the 
ceipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 27th inst., | sufferers made more than whole in their property 
(a translation I have but this moment been able to | —retribution is there always at hand. 
obtain,) in which you refer me toa communica-|_ In the case of the Pancheta, I beg leave to as- 
tion made to Mr. Lord, the commercial agent, in | sure your Excellency there must have been great 
reply to an application made the day previous to | cause for the course pursued. As to the indignity 
my arrival, for the release of the crew of the brig | offered to the flag, your Excellency, I trust, is mis- 
Andrew Jackson. The sentiments and expressions | informed, for no officer in the Navy dare stand 
of your Excellency in relation to this outrage are | before the tribunal of the American people, justly 
duly appreciated. I felt persuaded that the harsh | charged with having violated the best constituents 
and illegal imprisonment of unoffending American | of the American character—magnanimity and 
citizens could not have come to the knowledge of | knightly generosity. 
your Excellency ; and there are other outrages of | This unfortunate occurrence has grown out of 
similar character not yet known, I am convinced, | the necessity of sending an armed force to these 
to the high authorities of Porto Rico. | seas, for the purpose of convoying our vessels, and 

I beg leave to enclose you a copy of a letter from | of guarding them against the violence that has 
the Government interpreter at Ponce, into which | been committed upon them by het infesting 
place the brig Andrew Jackson was taken. This | the ocean for the purpose of plunder. If, in the 
is a representation from a Spanish functionary, | execution of this duty, rendered necessary by the 
and your Excellency, I duubdt not, will agree with | state of things, calamities unavoidably occur, they 
me that, if the facts there stated are true, there is | must, doubtless, be deplored by the lovers of peace 
no other application by which I could designate | and concord, but cannot be chargeable to us as 
the perpetrators of such inhuman severity, save | voluntary acts. 
that of “desperadoes ;” men restrained by noneof| It is an indisputable fact, although not known 
the gentle obligations of humanity. | to your Excellency, that the captain’s and mate’s 

It is a fact, notoriously known, that the crew | trunks of the American brig Sam, captured and 
of the “Andrew Jackson,” illegally and harshly | taken into Cape Roxo, were broken open, while 
confined at the time of my writing to you, had | himself and crew were on board the privateer, and 
been previously robbed of every thing, save the | four hundred and twenty Spanish dollars taken 
clothes they had on at the time of entering the | from them; also one trunk of Madras handker- 
er ; their jack-knives were even cut from their | chiefs and other merchandise. ‘T'hese are trans- 
aniards! If to men who can thus act—who can | actions unknown to your Excellency, having taken 
divest adefenceless “ American tar” of every thing, | place prior to your Excellency’s arrival; they are 
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the acts of privateersmen, from which it would be 
absurd to infer the character of a wise and liberal 
nation, like that of Spain. 

Seeing the evils that result from the course pur- 
sued by privateers out of this island, 1 call upon 
your Excellency, in the name of humanity, and of 
that benign policy which has marked the course 
of our political career, to place such checks and 
restraints upon their proceedings as will, in future, 
secure the American commerce from interruption, 





previously to her “mishap,” taken a number of 
articles from an American trader, to which th, 
captain and crew made oath. If these facts ay Sit 
as represented, and I am induced to think the, in al 
will be incontrovertibly established, they certainly J have 
must be denominated acts of piracy committe; I hav 
upon the citizens of the United States, who hay. In 
been made to suffer, in their property and feelings perm 
by these and similar outrages. Add to these causes a dis 
on being hailed she fired into the United State MM of he 


a 


and those vexatious seizures, of which the citizens | schooner Grampus! What armed vessel cou; of an 
of the United States justly complain. expect to fire at an American ship of war wit) 

These complaints, resting on the foundation of | impunity ! unm 
wrongs of an aggravated nature, which cannot be; These circumstances, when the affair shall \p olou: 
justified by any previous aggressions of American | judicially investigated, I am inclined to think. vate 
citizens, convinces me that they will not be sanc- | will be found substantially correct; if otherwise. cepte 
tioned by one of your Sanden’ liberal and | there is an equity in the Government and laws o{ Ame 
comprehensive views. the United States that never was appealed to iy conv 

Confident of this, I feel much satisfaction in| vain. There is a sentiment of honor and gene. a re 
complying with that part of my instructions which | rosity “in the American people that will sustain + 
requires me to learn from your Excellency how | the injured, be he friend or foe, that will redress ! 
far privateers fitted out of this island are author-) wrongs with “even-handed justice.” corr 
ized to capture and bring in for adjudication the | have deemed it proper to make this statement of t 
vessels of the United States pursuing a lawful | with a view to allay the sensations of which you and 
commerce. Information on this head will serve! Excellency speaks, as having been excited by this ing 
to explain fully the footing on which our maritime | transaction; sensations I have had occasion my- hu 
relations rest in this quarter. | self to experience, with the additional aggravation prac 

Be pleased to accept my best wishes for the | of knowing that the authors of theme; Tewking in the 
health and happiness of your Excellency, and be-| obscurity, were sheltered from personal amena- It 
lieve me, with the most perfect consideration, | pility, while, in the present case, your Excellency ples 
your Excellency’s obedient servant, must feel an assurance, that the standing of the you 

ROBERT T. SPENCE, active officer in command of the Grampus, as om 
Captain U. 8. Navy. | well as the magnitude of the affair, are such as to aie 

P. S. I also enclose a copy of a letter from the | Lag them in review . ee vor a on tain 
master of the brig General Andrew Jackson, rela- | Fividl ais. will dex de ms ae a. ali oe ie pers 
tive to his treatment from the crew of the Spanish | G!V!@U@!s, wil! decide as ees oO cell 

cruise of the Pancheta, and will determine how 
privateer General Pereira. ce ! I 

: : far that officer was justifiable in arresting her de- : 
His Ex’cy Don F. G. pp Linarez, predatory excursions. cipl 
Governor of Porto Rico. the 


American cruisers have been sent to these seas Be 








; ou 
to protect our trade. There had existed a crying Ne 
Unitep States suip Cyane, cause—the means of mischief were accumulating; tex 
St. John’s, P. R., Aug. 30, 1822. | impunity had produced audacity; and the ocean dic 
Sir: Since the receipt of your letter, alluding | Washing the shores of these islands, which the Hy 
to the capture of the Pancheta, some of the cir- | imterest of the world requires should be unpro- ext 
cumstances attending it have come to my know- | faned by the path of the plunderer, had become the 
ledge the theatre of outrage and rapine. American cit J , 
It appears that this privateer has been, for a | /2€5% - Ts oho ree ow — ear. ing 
considerable time, engaged in intercepting our ves- | S°MS: 4° ay a ete eee nd vo, ewe 
sels—frequently boarding them—and exercising | **#¥e, Vigilant, and unweary ; producing by ther iy, 
an intolerable inquisition—vexations of them-|C#duct a conviction that when acts are perpe TR of 
selves, sufficient to call for a remedy, but would | ted, such as the Pancheta is charged with hav. 
. . } > < . 
not have occasioned any offensive measures on the | hee ae sae there is = bere eas, ) wi 
part of American cruisers. The instructions given | € Safety in peace, or its best objects are defeated: to 
to our commanders, confine their discretionary | ‘here must be security on the great “thoroughfare Jy 
powers within limits too circumscribed, to admit | me nations, otherwise its best purposes are pet’ He; 
of their being led to an act of indiscretion. They | bana aatad inity Excell mT or oe 
are imperatively commanded to do nothing that |. > tite ec that bab x0e rth ra ail eet > ve 
can tend to interrupt the harmony existing between | S!der this as unreasonable, and that you will sec JR ig 
the United States and other Powers. whose mar- | the consequences I have pointed out as the inevi' HR qa 
itime rights have ever been respected and never | table result of causes herein set forth, I remain, &. Rte 
; 3 } ie 
designedly infringed. ROBERT T. SPENCE, | i pe 
The immediate cause of the Pancheta’s cap- | ; Captain in the Navy 
ture was, her having been guilty of several recent | His Ex’cy Don F. G. De Linarez, A to 
acts of plunder; and her having, but a short whil, | Governor of Porto Rico, &¢. F th 
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U.S. Snip Cyang, 
St. John’s, (P. R.,) Sept. 1, 1822. 
Sin: Your letters of the 28th and 31st ultimo, 
in answer to several communications from me, 


right, and that they will be fully and satisfactorily 
realized by your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE, 


Captain in the Navy. 


have been duly received—translations of which 
[ have but this moment been able to obtain. 
In relation to the capture of the Pancheta, I beg 
mmission to repeat that it must be considered as | 
a disaster growing out of the unjustifiable conduct | 
of her crew, and as one of the. retributive results 
of an abuse of her cruising license. 
We require that our lawful commerce shall be | St. John’s, Porto Rico, Sept. 3, 1822. 
unmolested; that our vessels shall not, from friv-| Sir: I have had the honor to receive several 
olous causes, and on pretexts, of which every pri- | communications from your Excellency, in reply 
yateersman constitutes himself a judge, be inter- | to letters addressed to you on subjects of very 
cepted, and subjected to inquisitorial scrutiny, and | considerable moment. 
American citizens made to incur intolerable in-| Your professions of respect for the laws of na- 
convenience and expense. Evils like these have | tions, and your determination of making them, 
a remedy, which the most forbearing would not | and the laws of the “ constitutional monarchy of 
expect should remain dormant. | Spain,” your guides; and the intention you ex- 
am convinced your Excellency has been in- | press of inquiring into the matters set forth in my 
correctly informed as to the treatment of the crew | official representations, &c., are all properly a 
of the Pancheta, which you represent as cruel | preciated, and will, doubtless, prove highly effi- 
and unnecessarily harsh. The officer command- | cacious. The laws of Spain, no doubt, are all 
ing the schooner Grampus is well known for his | which the accumulated experience of ages, and 
humane feelings, and I am persuaded that all the united wisdom of sage men, can make them; 
practicable and proper mildness was exercised on and, if administered by one of your Excellency’s 
the occasion. impartiality, would, | am persuaded, afford no 
It is not to a discussion of the laws and princi- | good cause of complaint. 
ples of “ blockade” that I am desirous of calling | I had the honor, a few days since, to present for 
your Excellency’s attention ; they are settled and | the consideration of your Excellency, some of the 
established by the concurrent opinion of the wisest | proceedings and decisions of the constituted tri- 
statesmen, and are no longer doubtful. “Block- | bunals of the island—whether such are just or 
ade” is not a mystical arcanum; it involves cer- | legal, your Excellency can decide—to me they 
tain practical rules amply explained, and I am | seem novel and extraordinary ; and, with a knowl- 
persuaded well and fully understood by your Ex- | edge of some of the minor circumstances attend- 
cellency. ing those vexatious trials, I cannot refrain from 


His Ex’cy Don F. G. De Linarez, 
Governor of Porto Rico, &c. 





G. 
U. S. Snip Cyane, 


It was to invite a just application of these prin- 


ciples, according to the acknowledged usages of | 


the age that I was led to present the subject to 
your Excellency’s attention; thereby to prevent 


saying they appear strange. 

am sure your Excellency will deem it due to 
the dignity of the “ constitutional monarchy” you 
represent, to cause American citizens to be in- 


_demnified for the loss sustained by such adjudica- 
tions as your Excellency has been invited to in- 
vestigate. It is but right and just to expect this 


the seizure of our vessels, and to do away a pre- 
text, often alleged, for sending them in-for adju- 
dication. 


Itwas presumed that your Excellency’s powers 
extended to the correction of evils existing within 
the range of your authority; that you had the 
means of checking the licentiousness of privateer- 
ing; and that, seeing the pernicious effects of it, 
would feel every disposition to shield the com- 


merce of the United States, by the interposition | 


of seasonable restraints. 

While I feel confident that your Excellency 
will adopt, with promptitude, measures calculated 
to ascertain the extent of the grievances set forth in 
my communication of the 28th ultimo, I must beg 
leave again to repeat the expression of my hope 
and expectation that you will cause all American 
Vessels now illegally detained in the ports of this 
island forthwith to be released, and equitable 
damages awarded such of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States as have suffered, either in property or 
person. 

_ The well-known character of your Excellency 
lor wisdom and justice inclines me to believe that 
these expectations will appear reasonable and 


of the laws of Spain ; and while I indulge a be- 
| lief that such will be the course pursued, I am led 
(to call your attention to the policy of doing away 
all future occasion for dissatisfaction, by render- 
| Ing the owners or captains of the privateers out 
of Porto Rico more accountable. 

In my letter of the 29th ultimo, I requested that 
your Excellency would do me the honor to state 
how far these privateers are authorized by the au- 

| thorities of the island to capture and bring in for 
| adjudication vessels of the United States engaged 
in the pursuit of a lawful commerce. This infor- 
'mation your Excellency has not thought proper 
‘to afford. 

From the facility with which these small pri- 

vateers are fitted out, and from the description of 
| persons on board some of them, it has occurred to 
'me, that they are not made to enter into penal 

bond, to restrain and produce responsibility for the 
|excesses they may commit, but are left to cruise 
“ad libitum.” Under such circumstances trans- 
| gressions are inevitable. 








Suppression 


It is against the aggressions of such vessels I 
remonstrate—protesting against the improper priv- 
ilege they have exercised, of intercepting and de- 
taining, on the high seas, vessels of the United 
States engaged in a lawful trade. And it be- 
comes necessary for me to inform your Excellen- 
cy, and wish it sscvld tbe known to all whom it 
may concern, that, with a view to prevent, as far 
as practicable, a state of things fraught with mis- 
chief and abuse ; to guard against a maritime an- 
archy, to which the commerce of the United 
States cannot be subjected; to secure to its citi- 
zens safety, and to its flag the benefits of peace and 
neutrality ; and to preserve the harmony my Gov- 
ernment is desirous should exist between the two 
nations; I shall, as far as possible, give convoy to 
American vessels navigating these seas, and shall 
forbid and prevent any interruption or detention 
by any privateer or armed vessel, and shall feel it 
incumbent on me to treat as an enemy, and send 
to the United States, any privateer or armed ves- | 
sel that shall cause hindrance to the lawful voyage | 
of an American vessel, or shall be found violating 
the flag of the United States and the laws of 
nations. 

Satisfied that your Excellency will lock upon 
this course of conduct as moderate and unavoid- 
able, 1 remain your Excellency’s very obedient 


servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE, 
Captain in the Navy. 
His Exc’y Don F. G. De Linarez, 
Governor of Porto Rico, 





No. 1. 
Don F. G. de Linarez to Captain Spence. 


Sir: On the — of your official letter, in- 
forming me, generally, of the depredations and 
excesses committed by the Spanish privateers of 
this island, upon the vessels of the United States, 
as I was informed, and in particular, upon the 
brigantine General Andrew Jackson, by the Pe- 
reira, I resolved to take the first care with respect | 
to the-last, by the information of an individual of | 
that nation, Mr. Judah Lord. 

My answers to this gentleman showed him my 
surprise, and the just indignation which so un- | 
lawful a transgression of the law of nations had | 
excited Sa thineieainenans the precautions which | 
it took to prove its truth; and the justice which 
animated it to punish the crime with all the rigor 
of the Spanish laws—laws capable of themselves 
of what he, on his part, can desire. 

The same, therefore, that I said to Mr. Lord, I 
repeat to you—animated with the same principles 
and sentiments which govern the conduct of the 
supreme Government of the Spanish nation, and 
which form its character, acknowledged by all 
the nations of the earth. 

But I am certain that you have not been well 
informed regarding the destruction and spoliations 
generally committed upon all American vessels. 
I have the most repeated proofs of the regular 
conduct of the Spanish privateers towards these 
vessels, which they have examined and respected 
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in very considerable numbers, showing to th 
world that they are not desperadoes, because the 
know not what it means, nor thieves because they 
are Spaniards. 

Would to God that some vessels of the military 
marine of the United States had observed towards 
Spanish vessels, and towards the national militar 
flag, a conduct so regular! I am certain that then 
there would not have been the disagreeable sensa- 
tions which now exist from it. 

When I speak to you, sir, in this manner, | dy 
it with respect to the scandalous attack made } 
the United States schooner of war, the Grampus, 
upon the Spanish privateer the Palmyra, which 
she attacked in the midst of peace, killed and 
wounded several of her crew, treated with indig- 
nity the Spanish flag, confined in chains the 
greater part of her crew, and that at the very 
moment when an officer was about going on board 
of her to present her papers, and to comply with 
the law of nations. 

You will perhaps be informed of this attack, 
seldom seen in the history of civilized nations; 
and no doubt if you have been so with truth, as | 
am, you will have had the same horror and dis- 
gust; because it is impossible otherwise to con- 
sider the most sacred conventions trampled upon, 
and the majesty of a nation insulted; of a nation 
which has always preserved her rights, and which, 


| oftener than once, has given public proofs of her 


constancy, and of her never having been offended 
with impunity. 

For my part, with respect to this event, | do 
nothing else but point it out to you as a particular 
piece of news, because its decision belongs to the 
supreme Government of both nations. As a func- 
tionary of mine, I will not depart from the path 
which it has pointed out to me; justice shall al- 
ways be my guide. I shall respect the laws of 
nations; and | shall punish, with the laws in my 
hand, such Spanish subjects as shall transgress 
their duties. 

God preserve you many years. 
FR. GONZ. DE LINAREZ. 


Porto Rico, August 27, 1822. 





No. 2. 
Don Francisco Gonzales de Linarez to Captain Spence 
Porro Rico, August 28, 1822. 

Sir: I have just seen your official letter of yes- 
terday, relative to the depredations which are said 
to have been committed by Spanish privateer 
against the vessels of the United States. 

As this communication is substantially the same 
as the former, it appears only necessary to repeal 
my yesterday’s answer ; but, wishing to give you 
new proofs of the justice and good faith of the 
Spanish government, I will enter into new expla- 
nations. 

1 am persuaded that the armed privateers of this 
island have not committed, upon the vessels 0! 
the United States, the scandalous crimes wil) 
which your personal concern has been raised, ora 
mistake has entered into your mind. They have 
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been examined by many, and have, without the 
least injury, continued their voyages; and doubt- 
less, in a short time, you will be convinced of a 
truth so notorious. 

I only speak of the privateers armed in this 
island, and am mee from making an apology 
for those that have been armed in other provinces, 
because I am ignorant of their conduct; and al- 
though it may have been criminal in this manner, 
it belongs not to my authority to punish them. 

But if it is very strange that, even when there 
were some trifling excesses, energetical remon- 
strances were made for them; and the attack of 
the American schooner Grampus has been passed 
over in silence, or considered as a circumstance of 
no moment, in which the particular circumstance 
occurred of her belonging to the Navy of the 
United States; what comparison can ever exist 
between the detention of a vessel, and even com- 
mitting some pitiful and contemptible depredation 
(if such has been done) and the attack of the other, 
to destroy her in a perfidious manner, to cause the | 
death, and imprisonment of the crews in chains; 
and what is more, insulting and trampling upon 
the Spanish military flag! Who ever so openly 
violated the maritime law of nations? And who, 
after such a violation, will attempt to declaim 
against injuries either imaginary or immensely 
less! 

In fine, the peace between two nations, as Spain 
and that to which you belong, sir, is a blessing 
for the preservation of which I am ready to be- 
come a sacrifice; therefore I do not hesitate to 
assure you that the laws will be enforced in as far 
as they have been transgressed; and therefore I 
consider myself entitled to require the same frank- 
ness and consideration from you, notwithstanding 
my having explained myself so rudely; because 
our respective Governments will do what they 
think proper, and will do what is most just for the 
well being of their people. 

God preserve you many years. 
FR. GONZ. DE LINAREZ. 





No. 3. 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 


Porto Rico, August 31, 1822. 


Sir: I have the honor to answer the note which 
you were pleased to address to me, under date of 
28th instant, relative to the indemnification which 
ought to be made to the American vessels de- 
tained by privateers of this island, and condemned 
to pay costs, after being declared innocent by the 
courts of justice; and, also, relative to the nullity 
and illegality of the blockade declared against the 
ports of Terra Firma, for the reasons which you 
are pleased to give as your opinion. 

The principles established by the maritime law 
of civilized nations are not unknown to me, nor 
the causes which have influenced the declaration 
of blockade against the ports occupied by the in- 
surgents; nor even the maritime military force by 
which this declaration can be, and has been, sup- 
ported ; yet, as, on one hand, my authority being 


circumscribed to a province, at a distance from 
those places, has no influence, nor can have, in 
any official acts; and, on the other, subjects of 
this nature belong, by their character, to the ex- 
amination and decision of the supreme govern- 
ments of the nations, it is my duty to avoid all 
interference in them, and to confine myself to the 
circle of my functions. ; 

I have before me the note which you were 
pleased to enclose to me in your said official let- 
ter, containing the vessels detained, with the cir- 
cumstances in which they have been, and the 
consequences which have ensued. I owe it to the 
justice, to the unalterableness of my principles, 
and to the rectitude of the Government which I 
represent, to declare to you, that I shall take all 
the provisions within my power to elicit the truth 
of what has occurred with respect to the detained 
vessels, repeating, that you may rest assured, that 
the laws of the kingdom shall judge and decide 
upon them, without the possibility of any altera- 
tion in their legitimate application. Neither par- 
tiality nor personal interest, nor the passions, shall 
have any voice, or take any part in the decisions ; 
the law shall dictate, and all (I the first) shall 
submit to it. 

God preserve you many years. 

F. G. DE LINAREZ. 





No. 4. 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 

Sir: [have just received the translation of your 
official note of the 29th ult., and which is an an- 
swer to mine of the 27th, containing, also, the 
former acknowledgment of the letter of the inter- 
preter de Ponce, which was communicated to me 
by Mr. Lord, a citizen of the United States; and 
now recently of the declaration of Mr. Arthur 
Edgarton, mate of the brig Andrew Jackson, in 
which I have had the pleasure of reading that he 
and his companions, detained on board the priva- 
teer, had been well treated. 

You will be pleased, sir, to let me know the 
things which have been plundered from the de- 
tained vessel, and claim the damages which have 
ensued on her detention. I have taken all the 
measures which were in my power, for eliciting 
the truth of the facts, in the manner provided by 
the laws; and when, according to them, the de- 
linquents are tried and convicted, they shall be 
punished—then the tribunals established by the 
constitutional law of the monarchy will take cog- 
nizance, to which the power of judging and ap- 
plying the laws is exclusively granted—principles 
from which it is impossible for me to deviate, as 
it is with respect to those which rule in the Uni- 
ted States, for any functionary to deviate from 
them. 

You may rest assured, that, if the authorities 
appointed there to try crimes of this class, are in- 
exorable in their conduct, admitting nothing but 
law and justice, those which are in the territory 
of the constitutional monarchy, of Spain, sum- 
moned for that purpose, will never yield in their 
principles of justice, and in the fulfilment of their 
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duties. To them it belongs to try by the laws, 
and. to apply them, and to the political govern- 
ment of the people to enforce the execution of the 
legal decisions of the judicial power, and to watch 
over the observance of the laws, by taking care 
that no one break them. 

God preserve you many years. 

F. G. DE LINAREZ. 
Porto Rico, Sept. 1, 1822. 





No. 5. 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 


Str: Your official note of the 30th ult. has in- 
formed me of the intelligence which has reached 
eS of the motives which the schooner Grampus 

ad for the hard and unexpected treatment of the 
Spanish privateer the Palmyra. 

My former communications have shown you 
what my principles are, and what my conduct 
has been in this matter, as a faithful observer of 
the fundamental laws of the Spanish monarchy. 
The truth of what has happened in that capture 
will be the result of a legal investigation, in which 
sinister informations, which partiality or personal 
interest often dictate, have no part. When that 
shall have been elucidated in the way which the 
laws require, our supreme governments will de- 
cide with justice what is proper. 

God preserve you many years. 

FR. G. DE. LINAREZ. 

Porto Rico, Sept. 2, 1822. 





Don Francisco Gonzalez to Captain Spence. 


Sir: I have the honor to answer your official 
note of the Ist instant. Its object is—ist. The 
good conduct of the schooner Grampus in the 
capture of the Pancheta ; 2d. The necessity under 
which the Government is of putting a stop to the 
operations and irregular conduct of the privateers 
towards American vessels; 3d. To procure the 
immediate liberation of those that may have been 
detained in the ports; 4th. Prompt indemnifica- 
tion for the losses they have sustained. 

On making the enumeration of these matters, I 
must call your attention to my former answers, be- 
cause they have already been treated of in them im- 
plicitly and explicitly. Notwithstanding, I will re- 

eat to you that the decision upon the justice or in- 
justice, the validity orinvalidity, the legality or ille- 
gality, of the blockade of the coast of Terra Firma, 
is beyond my authority ; that the privateers are in- 
formed by the ordinances of their cruise of their 


respective obligations, for the transgression of | 


which they will be responsible, and punished by 
the laws, in the same manner as in similar cases 
the privateers of the United States would be by 
the justice of the Government, if they should trans- 
gress the limits which should be prescribed to | 
them, but without this transgression they should 
not be responsible; lastly, that, by the political 
constitution of the Spanish Monarchy, the func- 
tions of the judicial power are clearly designated, 
the Government being totally prohibited from be- 
ing joined with them ; and one of the great props 


of civil liberty consisting in this clear separation, 
To preserve interior tranquillity and security ; 1 
procure public prosperity ; to maintain establisheg 
order ; to watch over the observance of the laws. 
to publish them; to cause the execution of the 
decisions of the courts of justice, to be in all it: 
parts an agent of the Government—here, sir, yoy 
may see the circle of my functions. 
God preserve you many & ars. 
FR. G. DE LINAREZ. 
Porto Rico, Sept. 9, 1822. 





Extract of a letter from Captain Robert T. Spene, 
commander of the United States ship Cyane, to th 
Secretary of the Navy, dated St. John’s, Porto Rico, 
September 5th, 1822. 


“Since my letter of the 3d instant, transmitting 
my correspondence, I have had a conversation 
with the Governor, who begs me to be assured, 
that all he can do, shall be done to meet my wishes, 
in relation to the privateers fitted out of the Island ; 
that those already out were equipped before he as. 
sumed the Government; that he is opposed to it, 
both in his private and public capacity ; that {v- 
ture restraints shall be placed upon them; and 
that he will remedy all abuses, as far as he has the 
power. That the brig Andrew Jackson he had 
ordered to be set at liberty ; that he should inquire 
into the cause of her detention, and, unless good 
and sufficient reasons can be given, he will take 
steps to cause the judge to be removed. In fine, 
that he will do his utmost to keep the laws of na- 
tions inviolate. That, upon the subject of block- 
ade he can do nothing; it was a question that 
must be settled between the two Governments; 
the blockade had been declared by General Morillo, 
it was recognised, and the consequences of violat- 
ing it were inevitable; over this question he had 
no control.” 





List of the names and force of the privateers fitted ont 
from the various ports of the Island of Porto Rico. 


Palomo—A full rigged brig, pierced for twenty 
guns, carries six guns (18lb. carronades ;) hasa 
complement of one hundred and thirty men. Fit- 
ted out from this port, and now on a cruise. 

Pancheta—An hermaphrodite brig, pierced for 
sixteen guns, carries ten to twelve guns; has a 
complement of one hundred and twenty meo— 
captured by the Grampus.. 

Schooner General Pereira—Pierced for sixteen 
guns, carries six to eight guns, and has a comple- 
ment of eighty men; is fitted out from this place, 
and now in this port. 

Schooner Bruequena—Carries four guns and fifty 
to sixty men; fitted out from this port, and now 
on a cruise. 

Schooner Hora de la Mar—Fitted out from Fox- 
ardo, and now on a cruise; carries one gun and 
orty men. 

Flechera la Carmen—Fitted out from Porto Ca- 
bello; carries four guns, and a complement of fifty 
men. 

Besides the above, there are (I am informed) 
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| ferred the resolution of the House of Representa- 


| President to lay before the House such informa- 
| on as he might possess with regard to any hos- 
) tile expedition prepared in the United States, aad 
© having sailed from thence, within the year 1822, 
| against the territory or dependency of any Power 
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three or four other small privateers, from the dif- in amity with the United States; and to inform 
ferent ports of this island, of the names and force | the House whether any measures had been taken 
of which I have no knowledge. ' to bring to condign punishment persons who have 
| been concerned in such expedition, contrary to 
the laws of the United States, has the honor of 
; reporting to the President copies of the papers in 
EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ISLAND OF | the possession of this Department relating to the 
PORTO RICO. | subject of the resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 








chee | 
(Communicated to the House, February 4, 1823.] | 

om, | Mr. Ingersoll to the Secretary of State. 
To the House of Representatives : PuHILaDELpaia, January 8, 1823. 

In compliance with the resolution of the House Sir: Since the receipt of your letter dated the 
of Representatives of the 12th of December last, | jst instant, concerning the Porto Rico expedition, 
requesting the President “ to communicate to the | | have ascertained, as the enclosed original papers 
House such information as he might possess with | will show, that an illegal expedition was fitted out 
regard to any expedition prepared in the United | jn this port against that island, and sailed from 
States, and having sailed from thence, within | here in the month of August last. 
the year 1822, against the territory or depend-| [t appears that Ducoudray Holstein and Bap- 
ency of any Power in amity with the United | tiste Irvine, with about forty other persons, char- 
States; and to inform the House whether any | tered the brig Mary, of this port, from Thomas 
measures had been taken to bring to condign pun-| Wattson, her owner, for $20,000, and sailed in 
ishment persons who have been concerned in| that vessel for Porto Rico, with a quantity of 
such expedition contrary to the laws,” I transmit | muskets, sabres, pistols, cartridges, gunpowder, and 
to the House reports from the Secretaries of State | other munitions of war, besides a cargo of flour, 
and of the Treasury, with the documents men- | but without, as I understand, other armament of 
tioned in each. Those documents contain all the | the vessel than two cannon, which she had had 
information of the Executive relating to the sub- | mounted before her employment on this enter- 
we of the resolution. That a force of a very | prise. A vessel from New York, and another 
imited extent has been equipped in the ports of | from Baltimore, were to meet the Mary at sea, 
the United States, and sailed from thence for the | and the three to proceed in company to their 
purpose described in the resolution, is manifest | destination. 
from the documents now communicated. The With the result of the expedition you are in- 


reports from the collectors of Philadelphia and | formed, and the enclosed letters will acquaint you 
New York will show in what manner this equip- | particularly. They have been freely put into my 
ment escaped their notice. The first information | hands, together with the charter-party, policy of 
of this equipment was received from St. Bar-| insurance, and copy on account of the invoice, 
tholomew’s, the place of its rendezvous. This also enclosed, by a gentleman who received them 
was confirmed afterwards from Curagoa, with an | as assignee of Mr. Wattson, with whom also I 
account of its failure. Should any of those per-| have had an interview on the subject, in which 
sons return within the jurisdiction of the United | he was fully apprized of my object in seeking it. 





| States, care will be taken that the laws applicable | [ understand from him that, although the business 


to such offences are duly enforced against them. | was conducted with great are: there was 
Whether any aid was afforded by others to the | nothing clandestine about it. You will see, by 


| parties engaged in this unlawful and contemptible | the list of articles annexed to the charter-party, 
| adventure, in the ports in which it was planned, | that bills were furnished for the priating materials 


inconsistent with ordinary commercial transac-|and iron-mongery supplied. But I believe all 


tions, and contrary to the laws of the United | these articles were purchased by Mr. Wattson. 


States, will be referred to the Attorney General, | Policies of insurance were also effected on the 


this city, and one by an insurance company in 
Baltimore, (enclosed,) the tenor of which shows 
that the voyage was disclosed to the underwriters. 

Why and how this expedition so far eluded the 
notice of the public officers of the United States 
as to have met with no obstruction, nor to have 
been made known to any of the Executive De- 
partments at the Seat of Government, I am un- 
able to inform you, further than by submitting 
the enclosed note, which I addressed to the col- 
lector of the port, and his answer, on the subject. 

I have good reason for believing that the Min- 
ister of Spain was aware of the expedition at 
the time of its departure, but refrained from com- 
plaint here, preferring to take measures for its 


JAMES MONROE. 
Fesruary 4, 1823. 





DepaRTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 31, 1823. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been re- 


tives of the 12th of December last, requesting the 


» on whose advice any measures in regard to them | Mary’s cargo; two by insurance companies in 
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destruction after its concentration in the West] ment shall not be considered void until the said 


Indies. 

The first knowledge or intimation I had of it 
was derived from the newspaper accounts of its 
failure. 

I remain, with great respect, &c., 

C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Hon. J. Q. Apams, Sec’ry of State. 





Memorandum of an agreement entered into between| Toomas WELSVUGER, 
Thomas Wattson, of the city of Philadelphia, (mer- | Isaac Rein, 


chant,) and General Ducoudray Holstein, now of 

said city, viz: 

The aforesaid Thomas Wattson, on his part, 
agrees to advance to the said Holstein, in cash, 
twelve hundred dollars, to provide for the convey- 
ance of himself (the said Holstein) and sixty 
other men that he may appoint, to be embarked 
on board the American brig Mary, Captain Aaron 
Burns, and to be landed on the west side of the 
island of Porto Rico: and further, to deliver from 
on board the said brig to him, (the said Holstein,) 
or to his order, all articles, in good order and con- 
dition, as they are specified in the annexed list ; the 
duties and expense of landing the said men and 
articles to be paid by the said Holstein. Captain 
Burns, however, is to render the necessary assist- 
ance his crew and the brig’s boats can furnish, 
according to the custom of the island. And the 
aforesaid General Ducoudray Holstein, on his part, 
agrees to pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said 

homas Wattson, or to Mr. Isaac Reid and Cap- 
tain Aaron Burns, his agents, the full sum of 
twenty thousand Spanish milled dollars, on or be- 
fore the delivery of the said goods or articles, or 
to give them (the said Reid and Burns) good and 
satisfactory security that the aforesaid sum of 
twenty thousand dollars shall be paid within five 
days from the safe arrival of tie said brig at the 

lace of landing, which the said Holstein shall 

ave to select ; but it shall be optional with him 
(the said Holstein) to pay one-half of the above 
sum of twenty thousand dollars in produce of the 
island of Porto Rico, provided it be invoiced at 
one-third less than the current prices of the place 
of shipping, and to be consigned to the said Thom- 
as Wattson, of Philadelphia, to be sold for account 
and risk of the said Holstein, and the net proceeds 
placed to his credit. 

It is further agreed between the parties that 
eight days shall be allowed for the delivery of the 
cargo and for the shipping of the specie and return 
cargo on board said wy and for each and every 
day’s further detention of said brig over that time, 
the said Holstein is to pay, or cause to be paid, 
one hundred dollars per day demurrage; but, in no 
case, shall the brig be detained above fifteen days, 
except by consent of the aforesaid Isaac Reid and 
Captain Aaron Burns, agents for the said Thomas 
Wattson. 

It is also agreed that for any small or unimpor- 
tant deviation, either in quantity or quality, of the 
goods or articles specified in the annexed list, no 
abatement shall be made from the aforesaid sum 
of twenty thousand dollars; and that this agree- 


Thomas Wattson shall receive the full and ne 
sum of twenty thousand dollars; but no advap. 
tage shall be taken by either party of any info,. 
mality in this agreement, as it is made in the {y]| 
faith and confidence of the parties. 

Witness, this first day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two. 

H. V. D. HOLSTEIN, 

THOMAS WATTSON. 


. Witnesses. 





List of articles for General Ducoudray Holstein, as 
per annexed agreement, dated August 1, 1822. 

One hundred muskets. 

One hundred and twenty sabres and belts. 

Fifty drums. 

Sixty speaking or 

Thirty pairs of pistols. 

Sixty jackets and trowsers of blue nankeen. 

Sixty straw hats. 

Thirty pairs of blankets. 

Fifteen kegs of powder. 

Fifteen fixed cartridges. 

A quantity of medicine, per bill of J. Wit. 
burger. 

hree hundred pounds of musket bails. 

Two thousand flints. 

One box of mould candles. 

One box of spermaceti candles. 

Two hundred pounds of soap. 

Twenty pounds of sewing twine. 

Three hundred gunny bags. 

Four pieces of bombazettes. 

Two pounds of wafers. 

Six pounds of sealing-wax. 

Two spy glasses. 

One dozen lanterns. 

One dozen eee i sae 

A quantity of paper, printing materials, an 
blank wor vadbarcade’s bill. 

Six penknives. 

Fourteen pairs epaulettes. 

And a quantity of hardware, consisting of axes, 
shovels, spades, hammers, hatchets, pincers, saws, 
files, seodies, nails, &c., per Crap’s bill. 





By rue Patrapsco Insurance Company. 
No. 3568—CaraGo. 


This policy of insurance witnesseth, that the 
Patapsco Insurance Company have insured, and 
hereby do insure, Nathaniel Pearce, for account 
of whom it may concern, as well in his own name 
as in the name or names of all and every other 
person or persons to whom the same doth, may, 
or shall appertain, in part or in the whole, lost or 
not lost, at and from Philadelphia to St. Barthol- 
omew’s, St. Thomas’s, and the privilege of three 
ports on the west side of the island of Porto Rico, 

say Ponce, Mayaguez, Aguadilla,) and back to 
hiladelphia, or a port in the United States: 

Five douand dollars upon all kinds of law/ul 
goods and merchandise, laden or to be laden, 00 
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hoard the brig called Mary, whereof is master for to five per cent. on the sum hereby insured; under 
the present voyage Burns, or whoever else shall | which no payment shall be made, unless in case 
oo for master in the said vessel, at Philadelphia, | of general average. In all cases of return pre- 
inning the adventure upon the said goods and | mium, one-half per cent. on the sum insured shall 
merchandise from the loading thereof on board | be retained by the insurers. No partof the premium 
the said vessel, and continv'ng the same until the | shall be returned or abated on account ot any de- 
said goods and merchandise shall be safely landed | viation from the voyage hereby insured. It is 
at the ports aforesaid. | hereby agreed, that the insured shall not abandon 
And it shall and may be lawful for the said ves-| to the insurers, until thirty days have elapsed af- 
sel in her voyage, to proceed and sail to, touch ter having given notice to them of his intention 
and _ at, any ports or places, if thereunto | so to do, and of the loss or event which may enti- 
obliged by stress of weather, or other unavoidable | tle the insured thereto. It is declared and under- 
accident, without prejudice to this insurance. | stood that, if the above-mentioned brig, after a 
The adventures and perils which we the insurers | regular survey, should be condemned for being 
are contented to bear and take upon us in this | unsound or rotten, the insurers shall not be bound 
voyage, are of the seas, jetsams, and all such other | to pay the sum hereby insured, nor any part there- 
perils, losses, and misfortunes that have or shall} of. It is also agreed by the parties of this poli- 
come to the hurt, detriment, or damage of the said | cy, that in all instances when insurances are made 
goods and merchandise, or = part thereof, as in- | to or from any ports or places at or on this side of 
surers are legally accountable for—warranted, | the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn, the lapse 
nevertheless, by the insured, free from any charge, | of twelve months from the time of sailing, or 
damage, or loss which may arise in consequence | being last heard of, shall be considered as proof 
of a seizure or detention of goods and merchan- | or loss, rine loss the insurers agree to pay with- 
dise hereby insured, or of the said brig, by reason | out further delay; and to or from any ports or 
or on account of any illicit or prohibited trade, or | places beyond either of the said capes, the lapse of 
trade in articles contraband of war. eighteen months from the time of sailing, or being 
And all tobacco, salt, hides, skins, peltry, fish, | last heard of, shall be considered as proof of loss, 
fruit, wheat, Indian corn, Indian meal, peas, beans, | entitling the insured to receive payment as afore- 
flax-seed, or any other kind of grain or seeds, rice | said. And it is also mutually agreed by the par- 
excepted ; bread, coffee, and cocoa, stowed in bulk ; | ties to this policy, that if any dispute should arise 
all liquids, in casks or otherwise ; and all other | relating to a loss or return premium on this pol- 
articles perishable in their own nature, are war-  licy, it shall be referred to two persons; one to be 
ranted by the insured free from average, unless , chosen by the insured out of three persons to be 
general, or the ship be stranded ; coffee, and cocoa, named by the president of the said company, and 
in bags, free from average, unless above ten per | the other by the said president out of three persons 
cent., or general; and all other goods free from | named by the insured, who shall have full power 
average under five per cent. unless general. | to adjust the same; and in case they cannot agree, 
And in case of capture or detention for adjudi- | then they shall choose a third person, and the de- 
cation, the insured renounce all claims against the | cision of any two of them shall be obligatory on 
insurers for demurrage ; and in case of detention | both parties. 
arising from stress of weather, the insured renounce In witness whereof, the President of the said 
all claim against the insurers for demurrage, sea- | Patapsco Insurance Company hath subscribed his 
men’s wages, and provisions. | name and the sum insured, and caused their cor- 
And in case of any loss or misfortune by any of | porate seal to be affixed hereto, at the city of Bal- 
the perils insured against, it shall be lawful to! timore, on the fifteenth day of August, in the year 
and for the insured, his factors, servants, and as-| one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 
signs, ~~ the insured on his part agrees and en- | LEWIS BRANT, 
gages for himself, his factors, servants, or assigns, ) | President pro tem. Patapsco Ins. Co. 
2 sue, — and travel for, in, - a the de- 
ence, safeguard, and recovery of the said goods | 
and merchandise, or any part thereof, without | Curagoa, Sepiember 25, 1822. 
prejudice to this insurance, to the charges whereof| Sir: | am very sorry to tell you that after run- 
the said insurers will contribute, according to the | ning great risks both as to lives and property, we 
rate of the sum hereby insured. And so the said | arrived at this place on the 19th of this month. 
insurers are contented, and stand bound to the} The expedition is completely destroyed, as some 
insured, his executors, administrators, and assigns, | of the principals and the commander-in-chief are 
for the true performance of the premises, contess- | taken into custody by the authority of the Chief 
ing themselves paid the consideration for the in- | Magistrate of the island, and the vessel also that 
surance by the insured at and after the rate of five | accompanied us to this place, which was a brig 











per cent. flat premium. that joined us at St. Barts. 
It is understood that this insurance is against} The brig Mary and cargo are safe, and most of 
sea risk only. her cargo is out and will be ready for sea in about 


In case of loss, the same shall be paid in sixty | ten days, unless prevented by Mr. Reid, as he and 
days after proof and adjustment thereof, without | I do not agree. Yours, respectfully, 
any deduction, (except the amount of the premium, A. BURNS. 
if then unpaid, ) provided such loss shall amount} Mr. Taomas WarTTson. 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—40 
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N. B. This is in haste. I will give you every 
particular in my next, which will be very shortly. 





Curacoa, September 26, 1822. 

Sir: I have arrived at this place after encount- 
ering many difficulties and dangers both to lives 
and property. Every thing relating to the expe- 
dition is completely destroyed, and all that is saved 
are the provisions and brig. As [to] the military 
stores, [it] is doubtful whether they will be confis- 
cated or not. As soon as I collect all the particu- 
lars relating to this unfortunate event, I shall en- 
deavor to give them to you. 

The reason why we are here is, that the Gene- 
tal has deceived all who have had anything to do 
‘with him; and while at St. Barts, and since, [there 
has been] nothing but —_t and dissatisfac- 
‘tion amongst those who ought to have been united. 


Yours respectfully, 
A'ARON BURNS. 
Mr. T. Warrson, Philadelphia. 


N. B.—The brig and cargo are clegr, except the 
toilitary stores. 





Aaron Burns to Thomas Wattson, dated at 
Curacoa, September 26, 1822. 


Sir: It falls to my part to inform you that every 
thing relating to the expedition is entirely destroy- 
ed. I will endeavor to give you all the particu- 
Jars relating to this unfortunate expedition, and 
every transaction that has come within my knowl- 


“tt be fully related. 


e left the capes of Delaware on the 1ith of 


August; on the 13th arrived at Barnegat; after 
cruising twenty-four hours off that place tor our 
consorts, and not finding them, we proceeded on 
our passage for St. Barts. Nothing of conse- 
quence happened on our yoege, except a little 
assumption on the part of Mr. Reid, which was 
highly resented by some of the passengers; they 
supposing him not vested with such high authority 
as he assumed. On the 8th of September, we ar- 
rived at St. Barts; we found Captain Gould, who 
vis deeply concerned in the expedition, and who had 
been waiting some days for our arrival, he having 
arrived from New York in the schooner Selina, 
Captain Sisters; you have doubtless heard the 
General mention his name. He came on board, 
and desired us to come into port, which was 
immediately done, after consulting with Gen- 
eral Holstein, who advised to that effect. At 
that place all the chief officers went on shore, 
where there was nothing but disputations be- 
tween them and Mr. Reid, as they wished to 
take part of the cargo to raise funds. Four 
days after, arrived schooner Andrew Jackson, 
Sanderson, from New York. After lying here 
five days, we were ordered off by the Governor, 
who repeated his order, declaring he would fire 
into us if we did not immediately obey the or- 
der. We left the principal officers on shore, 
and made sail for the Five Islands, at which place 
we arrived in two hours, it being only ten miles 
distant ; both schooners from New York anchored 


dracht, formerly the American privateer Saratoga, 
which had been bought at St. Barts by Captain 
Gould for the expedition. In the afternoon, qj 
the officers who were compelled to leave St. Barts 
came on board. While at the Five Islands, no. 
thing but the most violent disputes and contention 
was visible among the eer persons, and at 
last it was concluded to put all the military stores 
on board the brig Endracht, which was done, she 
being a very fast sailer. Several reports were 
current at this place, viz: that the inhabitants of 


St. Barts intended to rise and come against us: } 


next, that several French men of war were cruis. 
ing off for us, they having understood that the ex. 
pedition was intended against St. Martin’s and 
Guadaloupe. We all got under way immediately; 
the schooner Andrew Jackson proceeded to §;. 
Barts, after having put all her er stores on 
board of the other brig, together with her passep- 

ers, to about thirty people in number, (the sharp 
frig or Endracht, had in all about sixty in nun- 
ber,) all of the vessels doing the same; the rest, 
three in number, immediately put out to sea, as | 
thought with an intention to proceed to Crab) 
Island, to windward of Porto Rico, where the 
General repeatedly declared that every thing was 
in readiness to prosecute the expedition ; but, after 
being at sea about six or eight hours, Mr. Irvine 
and the Captain of the brig came on board, and 
declared that they had determined to proceed to 
Laguyra, imaeaiat of Crabb Island, the General 
having raised their expectations to the highesi 
pitch in respect to procuring several hundred men 
at the latter place; they then discovered they had 
all been deceived, and that he had been guilty of 
the basest deception in holding out to them ideas 
which he never expected himself to be realized. 
We accordingly steered for Laguyra, but we got 
separated ; some time after, Mr. Reid wished to 
go on board the other brig on some business, and 
I endeavored to come up to her, in which I suc- 
ceeded; he went on board, and returned soon af- 
ter, apparently very much alarmed, as he declared 
that they had threatened to detain him on_ board, 


and, with much uneasiness in his looks, also said. 


they were desirous of sending a part of the pas- 
sengers on board, to which I was strongly opposed. 
I then hailed the brig, and told them the decided 
course I should pursue; that if it was moneesery 
to save the lives of the passengers, } would do all 
in my power to assist them; if, on the contrary, 
it was only a wish to get rid of some of them, 
that I would not take them on board; but would 
at any rate stay by them, and render them all ne- 
cessary assistance; on which the French passen- 
gers in the other brig declared, unless I hove to, 
they would fire into me, and they had actually 
their muskets ready; on which I was compelled 
to heave to, and take some of them, but not until 
Mr. Irvine had come on board and said that ther 
determination was to fire unless their demand was 
complied with. Those who had declared their 
determination to fire were nearly all French, to 
whom the General always appeared particularly 
partial; their determination was not only to fire 
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into the brig, but to endeavor to kill all hands and 
take the brig from me. The number I took on 
hoard was twenty-six, mostly black, and of the 
lowest class. I then immediately lost all confi- 
dence in the principals, and determined to save 
the brig and cargo by getting her into the first 

rt; and I succeeded in getting her in here on 
the 20th of September, and on the next day the 
brig arrived that I took the passengers out of. 
Both vessels were taken possession of by the or- 
ders of the Governor. After various examina- 
tions and questions, the Mary was given up; but 
the other brig is still in the hands of Government, 
with her cargo, which I believe will be cleared in 
a few days—at any rate, the cargo. Since we 
have been here, there have been continual disputes 
and contention among the passengers, myself, and 
Mr. Reid; some will have one thing, and some 
another. « 

I have determined to abandon the expedition, 
and save the brig and what cargo is left, as, in my 
opinion, there is but little confidence to be placed 
in any one, and great deception. The General at 
this time is confined ; for what, I cannot say; the 
rest of the principal officers are rambling about, 
but not permitted to leave the place. The Mary’s 
cargo is all out, and I shall take in for home in 


| 


| 


sary information respecting the cargo, as to sales, 
&ec. Yours, respectfully, 
AARON BURNS. 
Mr. THomas Warrtson. 





I. Reid to Thomas Wattson, dated at 
Curacoa, October 17, 1822. 

My Dear Sir: Being detained here by this 
Government, and knowing not when leave will 
be given me to leave this miserable place, you 
may probably think that I ought to give you a 
detail of every thing relative to us since I left 
Philadelphia. But, as this will be handed you by 
Captain Burns, and as he himself has but barel 
escaped from the sad predicament in which all 
our concerns here are involved, I refer you to him 
for all the particulars. Yours, &c. 

I. REID. 


Mr. Tuomas Warrson, Philadelphia. 





January 8, 1823. 
Sir: Representations having been made by the 
Spanish Minister residing in this country that. in 
the course of the last Summer, an illegal expedi- 


| tion against the Spanish island of Porto Rico was 


two or three days. All the cargo I had on board | 
when we arrived here was the flour, beef, pork, | 
bread, and saddles, with some trifling articles. as | 
collect and transmit to the Department of State 


everything else was put on board the brig End- 
racht at the Five Islands. I will conclude by ob- 
serving, that the deception practised by the Gen- 
eral almost exceeds the bounds of belief; for the 
resources and funds which he so repeatedly de- 
clared that he possessed in the West Indies were 
totally false, and every thing that he has said in 


§ relation to the expedition has proved a chimera of 


partly armed and fitted out in the port of Phila- 
delphia, I have been officially requested by the Sec- 
retary of State, under the President’s direction, to 


any information concerning it which I can obtain, 


and particularly to ascertain why and how that 
| expedition, if so armed and fitted out, so far eluded 


the notice of the public officers of the United 
States as to have met with no obstruction, nor to 


_have been made known to any of the Executive 
Departments at the Seat of Government. 


the wildest nature; and I cannot but believe him | 
'ed that an illegal expedition against Porto Rico 


to be a foolish old man, whose ideas are almost 
obscured by age; and that he wanted not only 


the abilities to command, but a knowledge of the | 


place to which he was destined, as his ignorance 


of the latter was only exceeded by his incapacity | 


for the former. 
AARON BURNS. 


Mr. Tuomas Warrson. 





Curacoa, October 12, 1822. 
Sir: I have written you all the most particular 


According to this instruction, I have ascertain- 


sailed from this port in August, on board of the 
brig Mary, Captain Aaron Burns. 

I request you to let me know, for the informa- 
tion of the Executive, why that vessel was not 
detained by you until the President’s decision, or 
the owner’s bond was obtained, as the law re- 


| quires of the collector, in case of an illegal expe- 


{ 


transactions since we left Philadelphia. I only | 


have to add, that the General is still confined, and 
the principal officers are not permitted to leave 
the island. Every thing has been confusion and 
disorder amongst the passengers since our arrival 
here; and I do believe the most of them are a 
complete set of renegadoes, who are willing to say 
or do any thing for the sake of gain. For my 
part, I would scarcely trust any one, as they have 


| said and declared to so many falsehoods respect- 


ing the expedition, and are still going on in the 
same way. The brig Mary is loaded with freight 
for New York, and will sail in about four days, 
unless something turns up that cannot be foreseen. 
Mr. Reid, I expect, has given you all the neces- 


dition. p- 
I will thank you for an early answer to this in- 
quiry, and remain, very respectfully, your humble 


servant, 
: C. J. INGERSOLL. 
Joun Sreece, Esq., 
Collector of the Port of Philadelphia. 





232 barrels of superfine flour. 
90 barrels of navy bread. 
20 barrels of pilot bread. 
40 barrels of beef. 
43 barrels of pork. ye 
3 puncheons of rum and | cask of wine. 
27 saddles and 27 bridles. 
112 cartridge boxes. 
The above goods were shipped on board the 
brig Mary, Captain Burns, in addition to the list 
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attached to the agreement; part of which was for 
the use of the passengers, and, consequently, not 
cleared out at the custom-house; and, in fact, 
some of the articles purchased after the vessel 
was cleared out; but every thing of importance, 
and what was considered as cargo, was regu- 
larly cleared out. The cost and charges of the 
whole, including the cash advanced, amount to 


$10,326 90. 
THOMAS WATTSON. 
PuivaveEvpuia, Jan. 7, 1823. 





Robert Tillotson to the Secretary of State. 
New York, January 23, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose an extract 
from a communication on the subject of the expe- 
dition in part fitted out in this port against the 
Spanish island of Porto Rico. Delicacy to those 
who have been good enough to give the informa- 
tion prevents me from accompanying this state- 
ment with the names of my informants. Should 
you, however, deem it necessary that a disclosure, 
on the authority of their names, should take place, 
I am authorized to say it shall be done. 

Why this expedition eluded the vigilance of our 
public officers may in part be explained by that 
vigilance not being necessarily excited by a ship- 
ment that did not, in fact, develope its character 
until it left this pert. 

With great respect, &c. 

RORERT TILLOTSON. 

Hon. J. Q. Apams, Secr’y of State. 


[EXTRACT.] 


Early in the month of August last, or there- 
abouts, there appeared in this city a Mr. Vogel 
representing himself to be an agent of General 

illiam Henry Ducoudray Holstein, by him fur- 
nished with power to raise men and officers, and 
obtain supplies of arms and munitions of war, for 
the purpose of revolutionizing a Spanish colony, 
the name of which, for prudential motives, was 
concealed, until it might be more expedient to 
disclose it; at the same time, representing that 
the object in view had the sanction, through her 
agent in Philadelphia, of the Colombian republic, 
under whose flag, and in conjunction with whose 
forces, it was to be carried into effect; General 
Ducoudray in particular asserting, as we were 
informed, that Commodore Daniels, with his 
squadron, would co-operate in the attack. In con- 
sequence, on the 13th of August last, two vessels, 
the Andrew Jackson and the Selina, both schoo- 
ners, sailed from New York, having on board a 
number of passengers, principally Americans and 
French, all of whom we believe (and in our own 
particular case do assert) were under the persua- 
sion that our operations were to be conducted un- 
der the Colombian flag; the cargoes, consisting 
of muskets, sabres, saddles, powder, lead, and pro- 
visions, in packages of various sizes, having been 
shipped as merchandise for St. Thomas’s or St. 
Barts. On leaving this port, we proceeded di- 
rectly to the spot appointed as the place of ren- 
dezvous between our vessels and a Colombian 
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twenty-two gun brig, which we had been taught 
by the agents of General Ducoudray to expect tg 
fall in with off Barnegat—on board this vesso| 
which he asserted would sail from Philadelphia 
with men, arms, &c., it was our expectation to be 
transferred. After cruising some time on the 
above mentioned ground without falling in with 
any such vessel, we proceeded (as had been pre- 
concerted) to the second point of rendezvous, St, 
Barts. It may not be amiss, in this place, to re- 
mark, that a sail appearing in sight which was 
mistaken for our expected consort, a flag was dis- 
played at the mast head, which we have since 
discovered to have been an assumed one, but re- 
specting which we were at the time kept in igno- 
rance whether it was a private signal or the Co- 
lombian flag, though we generally supposed it to 
be the latter. The Andrew Jackson being a dull 
sailer on a wind, and the weather proving adverse, 
our consort, the Selina, parted company, taking 
on buard some of our principal officers, with in- 
tention to make the best of their way to St. Barts, 
to expedite some preparations making in that 
place. About this time it became known to some 
individuals that our destination was Porto Rico, 
though the same was not generally understood 
until about the time that we arrived at St. Barts; 
no suspicion being yet entertained that we were 
deceived respecting the expected succors and the 
protection of the Colombian flag. On our arrival 
at St. Barts, we learned that, instead of the Co- 
lombian brig, a vessel had arrived from Philadel- 
phia, called the Mary, with men and arms; and 
that, in consequence of the non-performance of 
General Ducoudray’s engagement, a versel had 
been purchased in St. Barts, which had been a 
few days previously taken by a patriot privateer 
from the Rinniends. The Andrew Jackson did 
not enter the harbor of St. Barts, but lay on and 
off for three days, at the expiration of which time 
she received orders to make sail for Five Islands, 
where, on our arrival, we found lying in a small 
bay three vessels, the Mary, Selina, and Endracht, 
(as she was then called,) being, for some reason 
unknown to us, under Dutch colors. 

At this place we first saw Mr. Irvine and Gen- 
eral Ducoudray, and several persons to whom he 
had, as we understood, given commissions; but 
of what description we know not, as we, the sub- 
scribers, never received any, nor saw one, until 
after our arrival at Curacoa. The Governor of 
St. Bartholomew’s, as we were informed, suspect- 
ing something of an iaproper nature in the expe- 
dition, had ordered these three vessels out of port; 
in consequence of which, but few of the soldiers 
there enlisted had been taken on board. The lat- 
ter part of the day of our arrival at Five Islands 
was occupied in transferring the passengers, arms, 
munitions of war, and part of the stores, from the 
three vessels last mentioned into the newly pur- 
chased brig Endracht, and on the following morn- 
ing the Endracht, Mary, and Selina weighed, 
and set sail (as was believed) for Crabb Island 
and St. Thomas’s, there to take on board troops 
which had been previously raised; the Andrew 
Jackson entering the harbor of St. Barts to dis 
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of the remainder of her cargo ; from and after 
which time we saw nothing more of her or of the 
Selina. On the same day, at sea, to our utter 
astonishment, we were informed by the captain of 
the Endracht (though the same was probably al- 
ready known to some of the senior officers) that 
we had been deceived by General Ducoudray with 
respect to the existence of any Colombian com- 
mission for the vessels; on which the determina- 
tion was, we believe, pretty general to leave the 
expedition on the first opportunity. About this 
time a council of the higher officers was held, in 
which it was determined that we should imme- 
diately proceed to Laguyra, to obtain the reqhisite 
commissions and a reinforcement of men; but 
this resolution was rendered impracticable by the 
discovery that the vessel was in danger of sinking ; 
the guns were immediately thrown overboard, and 
the upper masts and spars sent down to ease the ves- 
sel; and the same evening, it coming on to blow 
hard, she was so damaged, and made so much water, 
that the master determined to enter the port of 
Curacoa, stating that an attempt to enter that of 
Laguyra in our crippled state would unavoidably 
subject us to capture, as that place was in a rigid 
state of blockade. In consequence of the warped 
and colored representations of some interested 
person, a totally undeserved stigma has attached 
to the character of the Americans engaged in the 
expedition, by the assertion that they wished to 
fire into an American vessel. This vessel was 
our consort the Mary, the captain of which, re- 
fusing to take on board any of the passengers from 
the Endracht, (though informed that she was in 
danger, and had but one boat on board) was com- 
lled by the threats of the troops on board this 


ast vessel, being within half musket shot, to bring | 


to for that purpose ; but in this attempt to compel 
that assistance so inhumanly denied, however 
warrantable by the law of self-preservation, no 
American, we affirm, was engaged; and as no 
organization of the troops had taken place, they 
could not, had they been so inclined, have pre- 
vented it. Some of the passengers in the Mary 
from Philadelphia had signed, as they informed 
us, a declaration of independence; but the same 
was never seen by the subscribers, [to this com- 
munication,] and the first and only copy of Gen- 
eral Ducoudray’s proclamation seen by us was on 
our homeward passage in another vessel, and was 
the same of which a translation appeared in the 
public prints. During an alarm occasioned by 
the appearance of the United States sloop Cyane, 
which was taken fora Spanish frigate, a bundle said 
to contain proclamations was brought ondeck with 
intent to throw it overboard ; but the Mary, being 
to windward of us, was first boarded by an officer 
from. that ship, and, stating us to be a vessel in 
dist-e- 3 under her protection, the Cyanestood upon 
her course, and the proclamations were again 
carried below. On our arrival at Curacoa, a 
Spanish admiral in that place demanding that an 
inquiry should be instituted into the nature of the 
expedition, such an inquiry accordingly took 
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vine, who, as we understood, had signed the proc- 
lamation as Secretary of State, were arrested. 
The papers of the Endracht having been discov- 
ered at once to be forged Dutch papers, she had 
been already confiscated; but the master of the 
Endracht having succeeded in proving (as he 
himself informed the subscribers, who have since 
seen him in this city,) the cargo of that vessel to 
be American property, shipped at New York and 
Philadelphia, it was given up, as was the bri 
Mary and cargo, which had also been libelled ; 
nothing having occurred in the proceedings of 
the court (before the departure of the Mary) to 
show her connexion with the expedition. 

The subscribers know little further of the pro- 
ceedings of this court (which was still in session 
when they came away) than that, to our very 
great surprise, we heard that General Ducoudray 
and Mr. Irvine had there asserted that they had 
the sanction of the United States in preparing such 
an expedition ; in relation to which, we can only 
say that such a thing had never been mentioned 
to us; but only that they had the authority of Don 
Manuel Torres, the Colombian agent at Philadel- 
phia, and (he dying before the completion of the 
scheme) of his successor, Mr. Duane; for which 
reason we consider the assertion which we have 
above alluded to as ungrounded, and only intended 
to answer some private purpose of the General and 
his secretary. 





Extracts from a letter of Mr. Robert M. Harrison to 
the Secretary of State, dated St. Bartholomew’s, 16th 
September, and received at the Department of State 
14th of October, 1822. 


“]T have the honor to inform you that there is 
an expedition, consisting of the following vessels, 
under the American flag, now at anchor in the 
Five Islands, for the purpose of going against 
Porto Rico, viz: schooner Andrew Jackson, of 
and from New York, captain’s name unknown— 
cargo flour, salted provisions, and munitions of 
war; brig Mary, of and from Philadelphia, Burns, 
master, laden as above; schooner Selina, Sisters, 
master, cargo the same as the others; the Dutch 
hermaphrodite brig Endracht—that is to say, she 
hoists Dutch colors, but, in reality, has no papers, 
being a prize to a Colombian cruiser, which came 
here originally under the American flag: all these 
vessels are, apparently, under the direction of a 
Captain William Gould, who pretends that he is 
under bonds to the amount of $150,000. 

“The chief of this expedition is a person of 
some celebrity, by the name of Ducoudray de Hol- 
stein ; and I am sorry to say some citizens of the 
United States are engaged in it, not mt of 
splendid talents, but who have heretofore held hon- 
orable and confidential situations under our Goy- 
ernment, and who, I fear, will be forever lost to 
the country. 

“T have been the more particular in detailing 
this affair to you from the circumstance of its origi- 
nating in the United States, and its being prose- 


place; and circumstances appearing to justify { cuted under that flag. 


such a measure, General Ducoudray and Mr. Ir- 


“T regret that none of our vessels of war should 
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be here, as they might inquire into the conduct of 
the commanders of these vessels.” 





Mr. Cortland L. Parker, American Consul at Cura- 
goa, to the Secretary of State, dated 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 


Curagoa, September 27, 1822.* 

Sir: On the 2ist a brig, under the Netherlands 

, and another, under the American, arrived at 
this place from St. Bartholomew’s; the former 
had on board Mr. Ducoudray Holstein, formerly 
a general in the Venezuela service, and a number 
of others, mostly European French, composing his 
staffas general, onan expedition against the Spanish 
Government of Porto Rico. On board the Mary, 
of Philadelphia, were several young men from the 
United States, mostly citizens, and of considerable 
respectability, attached to the above expedition. 
The vessels were brought in against the will of 
the General and all his foreign passengers, the 
masters declaring that they ~oale follow no longer 
in an expedition unwarranted by their country or 
any other, and without either commission or force 
equal to the attempt. 

The Dutch brig has been seized, and will no 
doubt be condemned, as her papers are false ; the 
cargo I hope to get released as American property. 
The American brig has been permitted to unload 
her cargo, as usual, though under very strict ex- 
amination. 

The most correct information I can give you is 
in the proclamations enclosed. which I have with 
difficulty obtained permission to keep; but the 
most strange part of the affair, and of that which 
proved the unfitness of Ducoudray Holstein to carry 
on such a plan, is, that he has bulletins ready writ- 
ten, in which he declares the brilliant success of the 
expedition. There are also letters from Mr. Ir- 
vine to Mr. Duane, wherein the success of the at- 
tack and landing is described at large. 

I think it my duty to state these circumstances 
to you as soon as possible; and have the honor 
to be, with the greatest respect, your humble ser- 
vant. C. f. PARKER. 

Hon. Joun Quincy Apams, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 





PROCLAMATION. 


The General-in-Chief of the Army of the Republic 
of Boiiqua (formerly Porto Rico) to the inhabitants 
of Porto Rico. 


To arms, Americans, to arms! come and join 
our standard; your reward will be independence, 
your reward the name of free and brave Ame- 
ricans. 

Our enterprise is easy and brilliant ; the Spanish 
Governor has no other auxiliaries than those of 
the country, and he confides in your generosity ! 
And what American could be such a traitor to 
his country, to his family, as to remain in the ser- 





*Received at Department of State 8th November, 
same year. 


vice of the King, and assist his tyrants to enchain 
us again ? 


To arms, companions, to arms! Live our jp. 


dependence, live our liberty ! God, justice, reason, 


our valor, our union, and our sacred rights, calj 
us and will protect us! Look at your families 
your parents, your friends ; think of their misery, 
of their slavery ; and choose between chains o; 
liberty ! 

Let the numerous patriots of this land who 
have called me come immediately to our head- 
quarters to be rewarded ; let the valiant friends of 
independence unite under our banners; all shall 
be very well received and employed, according to 
his taste and his merits. he greatest part of 
you know me as one of the chiefs of the inde 
pendence from the year 1811, and know that, as 
an old soldier, I have distinguished myself in the 
defence of the fortresses of Boca Chica, and | 
am, moreover married to a young American lady 
of Santa Fe de Bogota. I promise you liberty, a 
fixed and firm republic, if you choose to follow 
my counsels, and assist me, as your own interest 
requires, with your union, your zeal, and your 
valor. 

That there may be regularity and order, | de- 
cree the following : 


ArrTicLe. 1. Every one shall have protection 
and security of property. The person infringing 
this shall be punished capitally. 

Art. 2. There shall be profound respect for di- 
vine worship, the churches, and the ministers of 
God, under pain of death. 

Art. 3. The slaves shall not be set at liberty; 
otherwise, the country would be ruined, and the 
greatest disorders would take place. 

Art. 4. The General-in-chief shall choose from 
among men of property, talents, and experience, 
inhabitants of the country, counsellors of state, 
who shall labor, conjointly with him, for a wise 
and solid organization ; for laws, the maintenance 
of justice and of the tribunals; for the establish- 
ment of a good administration. These counsellors 
shall be engaged, later, in forming a project of a 
Constitution and the mode of convoking a Con- 
gress. 

Arr. 5. The etat major shall dispose and or- 
ganize what relates to the forces by land and sea. 


Arr. 6. Military men whoserve under the royal- 
ist flag, European Spaniards, Americans, or stran- 
gers, shall have superior rank, if they come im- 
mediately to our side with their arms; or they 
shall be rewarded according to their merit. 

Art. 7, European Spanish civil officers, physi- 
cians, surgeons, and apothecaries, shall all remain 
in their situations until a new order, and those 
who conduct themselves well shall be continued. 


Arr. 8. There shall be appointed in each town 
one or more commissioners, to appoint freemen ol 
the vicinity as citizens of our republic. Those 
who shall not conform to that order shall be treated 
as enemies of our cause. We shall keep a similar 
register at our headquarters. 

Art. 9. Americans born in the country shall 
enjoy the greatest advantages; they shall have the 
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right of being employed in the Government, or in 
the army, according to their merits. 

Arr. 10. Foreigners, defenders of the country, 
or very useful with their talents and their industry, 
iystly deserve the name of citizens. and shall en- 
‘oy the same rights as the rest. 


Art. 11. Town councils shall, without delay, 
send us a deputy ; other voters shall remain each 
in his place and employment, to maintain quiet 
and order. The town councils which shall not 
conform to this article shall be treated as enemies 
of the country, and be brought before a military 
commission. 

Art. 12. In each town a -_ militia shall be 
organized, which shall serve, till all be quiet, to 
maintain the public security. 

Art. 13. There shall be raised a corps of in- 
fantry, and another of cavalry, composed of young 
citizens, who can equip themselves at their own 
expense, under the name of guards of honor. 
These guards shall have a brilliant uniform, and 
shall march with the General-in-chief. 


Art. 14. All prisoners of state, whom the Span- 
ish Government has confined for the sake of their 
political opinions, shall be set at liberty. 

Art. 15. In each seaport in our power, all ves- 
sels shall be at once laid under embargo. None of 
them shall sail without leave in writing from the 
General-in-chief; the captains and their crews who 
shall assist us shall have the greatest advantages, 
according to their services and their merit. 'Those 
who do not conform to this embargo will expose 
themselves to all the rigor of the laws. The vo- 
ters of the town council and the officers of the cus- 
tom-house shall be responsible for the execution of 
this article. 

Art. 16. Each town, each city, each individ- 
ual, &¢., who shall first rise in favor of independ- 
ence, and shall send us deputies, or shall join us, 
shall have great rewards and privileges, according 
to their merit. 

Arr. 17. Commerce shall be free; and, to alle- 
viate the public misery, the duties of entry and 
clearance in our ports shali be reduced to the half 
of what they were before for all articles of pri- 
mary necessity, 

Art. 18. The prohibition of any article what- 
ever in the time of the King is null, and all may 
be introduced into our ports. 


Art. 19, The beginning of the Government 
shall be very liberal, and shall protect not only 
commerce, but agriculture, industry, arts, sci- 
ences, public education, and the talents of the 
citizens, 





Nothing shall be neglected that will give to our 
republic solidity and prosperity. The General-in- 
chief will receive with gratitude all plans and 
projects from any person whatsoever which tend 
to propose an establishment useful to the country; 
such individuals shall be rewarded. 

When every thing shall be well arranged that 
the republic be quiet, fixed, and firm, that we have 
a Congress and a wise Constitution, that the three 
powers be well distinguished, then we shall be 
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able to cry out, with truth, Live the country, live 
our independence, and perish the disturbers of it! 
Given at our head-quarters of : 


LUIS V. D. HOLSTEIN- 








Solemn Act of the Declaration of Independence. 


The Spanish Government has given us the 
most forcible proofs of its tyranny, of its bad faith, 
and of its incapacity to protect and to govern us. . 
The experience of three hundred years has made 
known to the whole world its passions, its unjust.. 
and perverse pretensions. 

e have proved our gratitude and love to» 
the Spanish Government with our fortunes and. 
our blood; we have offered, in the beginning of 
the invasion of Spain by the troops of Napoleon, 
assistance, and every thing which a friendly na- 
tion can offer, without the least’ interest. Our re- 
compense was the most unjust contempt; and, 
moreover, by a total abandonment of us to our 
own defence against the enemies of Spain, the 
Cortes, the Regency, and the King treated us as 
rebels, as perverse criminals, and pursued us with 
an unjust and cruel war, without our having 
given them any other reason than that of desiring: 
to enjoy the same rights as the European Span- 
iards. 

The Spanish Government has always desired 
to treat us as subjects, as slaves; it has been deaf 
to our just and lawful remonstrances ; it has never 
ceased from tyrannizing over us; this Govern- 
ment has now lost our confidence, and is incapa- 
ble and unworthy to govern us more. 

Fully impressed with these truths, we declare 
solemnly before the Almighty God, before the 
whole universe, that we are resolved to suffer a 
similar tyranny no longer. A free, independent, 
and wise Government will give us happiness, 
strength, and consistency. 

That order, union, activity, and the energy ne- 
cessary in all the operations of our Government, 
may predominate, we have decreed as follows: 

ArticLe 1. Our General-in-chief is elected 
unanimously, and appointed President of the new 
Republic of ——. 

rT. 2. The President is the provisional, civil 
political, and military chief. He shall direct ali 
the branches of the Administration, and of the 
forces, by sea and land, and shall appoint to all 
the offices, until the Congress sliall be convened. 

Art. 3. Our Republic shall, from this time, 
leave off all communication with the Spanish 
Government. 

Art. 4. The President is authorized to appoint 
a sufficient number of men of property and talents 
to form a Council of Government. These counsel- 
lors shall endeavor with him to consolidate and 
give activity to the well-being of the country. 

Arr. 5. A National Congress shall be assembled 
when the enemy shall be out of the territory of 
our country, and all shall be quiet and peaceable ; 
then a project of constitution shall be attempted, 
and the installation of the legislative, judicial, and. 
executive power shal! take place. 

Given at ——. 
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Instruction of the General-in-chief, Provisional Pres- 
ident of the Government of the Republic of ——, to 
the foreign officers serving in the army, by land and 
sea, of the said Republic, on the manner of conduct- 
ing themselves with regard to the American inhabi- 
tants of the country. 


It gives your chief pain to issue this instruction, 
although he is convinced of its utility. He hopes 
that you will make it your study, and follow it 
exactly. 

The principal object of this instruction shall be, 
to cause the inhabitants to forget that you are 
strangers. It isindispensably necessary that their 
jealousy and natural hatred of all that bears the 
name of foreigners be forgotten, and that the reluc- 
tance they may feel to seeing you at their head 
should disappear, and be converted into esteem and 
admiration of your conduct and your talents. You 
will soon compel them to cherish you; and, in 
fine, to regard you as their brothers, their friends, 
and their superiors ; then your chief will be con- 
tent and satisfied. He has pursued the same 
course, the same conduct, and that for five years; 
and from the first year he has caused himself to 
be loved and to be respected to such a degree, that 
one word of his has had more effect than all the 
most rigorous punishments of their own native 
chiefs ; for the officer and the soldier name him 
only as their father. 


It is therefore his experience, it is the result of 
a very long and constant study of the character 
of this people, which he here presents to you. _ In 
following this instruction most exactly, you will 
find yourselves happy and content; in neglecting 
it, you will not only suffer personally from it, but 
your carelessness, your imprudence, your disobe- 
dience, will have an influence upon the well-being 
of your comrades, and upon that of all the foreign- 
ers who surround you. Wo to him, then, who 
shall wish to deviate from it; I shall immediately 
know him, and I shall be obliged to punish him 
rigorously, and to drive him from the midst of 
our ranks, which he would dishonor as a bad cit- 
izen, as a perverse and dangerous man, who ob- 
stinately persists in being guided only by his pas- 
sions, and who would sacrifice the well-being ot 
thousands of his equals upon the altar of a short- 
lived ety. I am, as you know, upright, hu- 
mane, indulgent to trifling faults; but I will be 
very severe, even inflexible, towards all those who 
shall give just causes of complaint, by having 
maltreated, without cause, either by word or deed, 
any American inhabitant, military or civil. The 
principles by which I am guided are known and 
simple—those of being impartial and just. The 
foreigner shall be treated as the American ; the 
American as the foreigner: merit alone shall dis- 
tinguish them. 


Do you wish to be citizens of this country, and 
then to enjoy all their rights? Do you wish to 
aspire to the highest places in the Government, 
and to be on an equal footing with the native? 
They come to meet you; they offer you even all 
imaginable advantages ; and do you wish, on your 
side, to do nothing to deserve these benefits ? 
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What is there out of the independent republic o 
South America which presents you such adyap. 
tages? Certainly you will be very ungratefy| 
you will be unworthy of my confidence, if you 4; 
not exert all your zeal and your attention to com, 
at if. 

Assist me only by your docility, by your cong. 
dence, by your zeal, and I promise you that alj 
will be wet! I speak to you as a kind father of 

|a family wt loves his children; you are dear t) 

| me, as are the Americans; merit alone will djs. 
tinguish you; and I shall know among you n¢- 
ther French, nor Germans, nor English, nor Poles, 
nor Danes, nor foreigners of any nation ; you ar 
in my eyes the children of the country, its defend. 
ers, and its citizens, as the natives are, who serye 
with you our common country. As to myself 
personally, 1 am an American and a foreigner a: 
the same time; for, born in Europe, and withou 
the soil of this republic, as well as you, I ama 
naturalized American of long standing, as wel 
by my services in the independence, as by my 
marriage with a young American lady. | will 
therefore hold the just medium between you ani 
the American. I only ask of you confidence, 
union, and prudence, and all will be well. It is 
only by renee my counsels, by studying this 
instruetion, which has no tendency but to render 
you happy, to cause you to be loved and esteemed 
by the natives, that you will be worthy of being 
my children, and of filling the places which you 
now occupy. 

As all these places are only 
good or your bad conduct will ave the greatest 
influence on your advancement. He who will 
take no care of himself will be exposed to be sv- 
perseded immediately ; whilst all those who shall 
conduct themselves well, who shall be zealous, ac- 
tive, and judicious, will be sure of being preferred. 
Read, therefore, with much attention, the follow- 
ing articles, and conform yourselves to them ; then 
you will find yourselves well, happy, loved, aud 
esteemed. 

Articie. 1. The character of a native of this 
country.—This is good, tractable, and susceptible 
of receiving every impression, good or bad, accord- 
ing to the confidence which he shall have in his 
commander. His self-love is great; but, properly 
directed, it will render him susceptible of doing 
- and noble actions ; ill-directed, it will only 

productive of misfortune to him, and will drag 
you along with him. The love of liberty, of the 
independence of his country, the hatred which he 
naturally expresses for his oppressors, added to this 
self-love, will so elevate him, that he will fight 
with courage and with a greater degree of bravery, 
as he will have your example before his eyes. 

Art. 2. Constantly and carefully avoid saying 
that you are French, English, Germans, &c. Tell 
them, on the contrary, that you are citizens of the 
country, zealous friends of independence, thei! 
brethren, their fellow-countrymen, and, when ov! 
of the service, their equals. 

Arr. 3. Above all, study with the greatest care 
the language of the country ; employ all your le'- 
sure time in it; I will furnish you with all the ele- 
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mentary books gratis, as well as the necessary mas- | ately cause a bottle or more to be brought, tell 
ters for attaining this language, as soon as possible. | them to drink your health, and go away. 

Art. 4. Never affront any one whatever—your | Art. 10. When you are under arms at the head 
American superior, your American equal, or your | of your troop, either in the great manceuvres, or in 
inferior. oever shall address himself to you | the detail of exercises, say nothing to your soldiers 
with any complaint, no matter what, hear him | but what is absolutely necessary ; but when you 
calmly and with —. If you do not under- | come to go against the enemy, harangue them, and 
stand him, send for an interpreter; but immedi-| inspire them with courage, with ardor, and with 
ately render him the strictest justice in the case of | confidence, by your good example. One single 
complaint : te ae obliging to him, | action, in which you shall have boldly exposed 
even in refusing his demand. He will be at least | your person, will be sufficient to gain you their 
satisfied of your good-will; he will communicate | entire confidence. They will respect you and will 
it to his comrades, and you will be greatly be-| cherish you; they will soon forget that you are a 
loved. foreigner. 


Art. 5. Never be impatient in making your| ART. 11. In conversation with any native, not 
recruits go through the exercise, when they are | Vea in speaking with your comrades, in presence 
naturally awkward and ignorant in the principle. | Of one of them, carefully avoid criticising their 
Show them with mildness and patience what and | Manners, their customs, their dress, &c. They 
how it ought to be done. Praise and encourage | Will perhaps laugh with you; they will even fre- 
those whom you may observe willing to do well. | quently be the first to excite you; be always pru- 
If you ever perceive yourselves the evidence of any | dent and on your guard, for they will never forget 
of these young people showing a repugnance, or | your words ; and the more elevated your rank, the 
even an ill-will, to do what you shall order, do | More you are watched by them. 
not show them that you perceive it; do not hu-|_ ART. 12. Abstain from gaming, and from de- 
miliate him, but begin to excite his self-love; bauchery of every kind; show, by your good con- 
praise him at least a little for what he has executed duct, that you are worthy of my confidence and 
but very ordinarily; encourage him in making of command. For gaming and debauchery will 


him repeat it; he will finally lose that unwilling- ruin your health and your purse; you will render 
ness, and will follow and obey you. yourself incapable of service, and you will become 


S : — _,, | the butt of contempt. 

Art. 6. — — aoa ms are to} Arr. 13. Constantly endeavor to be brave, but 
ee ee on as ache e a Le fen. | just even severe, when it shall be necessary ; and 
Ney eer ayy Wee oe of ieee ak hat | 3! months of application and of practice in all 
ness, that they take good care of the second ; that | ina: | have said to you will insure me your com- 
you should be sorry, but forced to punish them. | f,7 and that of thousands of our compatriots. If 
Then you ought to do it, but coolly, and in a legal 


manner. You will soon see the good effect of will one of you have any doubts, any seruples, and 


ats d ii ale gtdlehen: oe Uae. waits come and communicate them to me, I will, 
can conduct upon @ a with pleasure, see all those who wish to be in- 


Anr.7. Never break your word to them, nor | structed, and I will endeavor to resolve them. 
eas ; 


make a promise to them which you do not believe | : ap : 
you pi, roman for if you break it once, they will | Appeal of the General-in-chief, Provisional President 
no more believe you ; you will have lost theircon-| 2% the Republic of Boiiqua, (island of Porto Rico,) 
fidence. Say, rather, if the demand should seem | foreigners of all nations, with the exception of 
to you to be well founded, that you will do your European Spaniards. 

utmost to obtain it for them ; make actually for HEADQUARTERS AT MayaGuez, 

them the necessary exertions; you will prove by September, 1822. 


that to your subordinates that you are in earnest} The revolution in this island is accomplished ; 
for their welfare. He will soon know it; he will independence formally proclaimed; and a free 
be content and satisfied ; even when you have it Government, republican and wise, offers you em- 
not in your power to succeed, he will know your | ployment, protection, security, and comfort. 
Wish in it. We, in consequence, invite you to come and 
Arr. 8. Take the greatest care of your troop; | settle in our fine country, under a salubrious and 
enter absolutely into the most minute details upon | benign climate, and we promise as follows: 
whatever concerns the comfort of your subordi-| Arrticte 1. The right of citizen, that of voting, 
nates, and see that they want nothing. By that, | and that of aspiring to employments, civil and 
you will be entitled to their gratitude, and to the | military, of the republic, without regard as to 
power of commanding them. birth or religion, but purely to the morality and 
Art. 9. Neves mix with the soldiers when off | talents of the candidate. 
duty, either in public places or any where else.| Arr. 2. To the military, the same right of citi- 
Never drink with, nor descend to treat the soldier | zen, punctual pay, and their wants fully provided. 
as your equal. Too much familiarity is as preju- | They may rely, according to their good conduct, 
dicial as too much severity. It will sometimes | upon certain and prompt advancement. 
happen that, in camps or in public feasts, some of} Arr. 3. Those of the military and naval forces 
your soldiers will offer you to drink to the repub- | having had the misfortune to be wounded in the 
lic or—no matter how; accept it; but immedi- | service of the republic shall be placed in the hotel 
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of invalids, and shall be attended to at the expense | of a corps armed to proclaim their liberty a 


of Government. 


Art. 4. Physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries 


oe a ; 
The revolution is in your favor; by it, yoy 


of talent, will find employment in our army and | will obtain the right of a citizen, and admission 


in our hospitals. 


Art. 5. Cultivators, planters, and those versed 
in agriculture, will present themselves before the | 
commission of agriculture, who will, according to 
their means and merit, assign to their hands the 
means to purchase the most necessary utensils, 


and instruct them in the way to prosperity. 
Art. 6. Manufacturers, 


esirous to come and 
establish, will find protection and employment. 


| to civil and military situations, as the tenth art. 
| cle of the annexed proclamation proves, 

The advantages to your families, and to y 
many thousands of our fellow-countrymen, ar 
immense and incalculable. Come, then, withoy 
| fear, to rally around me, to assist me in consolj. 
' dating our work. 

Those who shall prove their zeal and their de. 
| votion to our cause, and who shall present them. 





Those who may have useful establishments to | selves first at our headquarters, shall enjoy the 
propose will present their plan to the Council of | gaentont advantages, which shall surpass eye, 


State, and, if approved of, their enterprise will be 


facilitated and protected. 

Arr. 7. Merchants and traders are invited to 
establish here. There shall be no article pro- 
hibited ; commerce will be protected ; and the du- 
ties will be small. 


Arr. 8. Artists of every class, men of learning, | 
and persons useful for public instruction, will find | 


re 1 and protection. 

rT. 9. Manufacturers of powder and tobacco, 
and curriers, armorers, carpenters, coopers, shoe- 
makers, tailors, farriers, mechanics, workmen, and 
persons of whatsoever useful calling, will be em- 
ployed and protected. 

Art. 10. The present appeal excludes those who 
are prosecuted for crimes or infamous acts, stock- 
jobbers, gamesters by profession, persons without 
calling or trade, those living by unknown means, 
all adventurers, sharpers, and intriguers of every 
description having no profession or employment. 
They will soon be discovered, arrested, and ex- 
pelled forever from the soil of our republic. 

All persons designated in the first nine articles: 
those first arrived will enjoy greater advantages 
over those who will arrive later. 

We invite the friends of our cause, the journal- 
ists and merchants, reading the present appeal, to 
assist us in propagating the same, by having it 


‘ inserted in their papers, in the language of their | 


country. 


The main object of this proclamation is, to | 


endeavor to ameliorate the unhappy condition of 
thousands of foreigners, passing a miserable life, 
unmerited, and beneath their intellectual faculties. 
They will endeavor to place each according to 
his merit, his conduct, his experience, and abili- 
ties, and will offer to all equality of rights, asy- 
lum, protection, and comfort. 
The President General-in-chief : 
LUIS V. DUCOUDRAY. 
Secretary of State, pro tem. : 
B. IRVINE. 





The General-in-chief of the Republican army of Boi- 


qua, (island of Porto Rico,) to the foreigners estab- | 


lished in that island. 


HEADQUARTERS AT 





Sir: Called by a considerable number of the | 


their expectations. I shall know, in a few days 
| those who shall not have presented themselye 
there. All those who know me know that my 
word is sacred, and that my views tend towards 
| the happiness of a wise, solid, and flourishing re. 
| public. cs 
I have the honor to salute you. 
L. V. DUCOUDRAY. 


| P. S.—I request you immediately to communi- 
| cate this letter to your friends and acquaintances, 
| and to rally them around us. 

To the Foreigners of the island of Porto Rico. 


Form of reward of merit. 


Attending to the merit of Don » his liberal 
| principles, and known and pronuised adherence to 
| the just cause of the independence and liberty of 
|that part of America formerly Spanish, I give 
| him this provisional and interim certificate, that, 
| in the office or grade of ——, he may serve in the 
| Republic of ——, until the sovereign Congress 
| have confirmed his nomination. His pay, emol- 
‘uments, &c., run on, agreeably to his office, to 
count from this day’s date. 

| Given at ——, 1822. Signed by my hand, 
| registered, and sealed with the seal of the Gov- 
ernment. 

_ By order of the General, the Intendant of the 
Government. 





Copy of a bill. 
GENERAL QUARTERS OF ——. 
No. —. 

Obligation of the sum of ——, pledged upon the 
' national property of the republic of ——. In — 
months from this date the treasurer of the republic 
| will pay or his order the said sum of —. 
THE GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 
Registered by the Intendant. 








| Extract of a letter from Mr. Cortland L. Parker, 
American Consul at Curagoa, to the Secretary o 
State, dated ‘ 
CONSULATE OF THE Unirep SraTes, 
Curagoa, October 18, 1822." 
“Annexed is my letter of the 27th ultimo; since 


| which the crews and passengers of the Americai 


* Received at the Department of State 8th Novem- 


inhabitants of your country, I come at the head | ber, same year. 
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Ss enisensiuee decane 
and Netherlands brigs therein mentioned have 
been under examination ; and, from what I have 
heen able to learn, it appears that this expedition 


was to have been the forerunner of others against 
the West India islands of every Power in Europe; 





be apparent that he never could have counte- 
nanced such a perfectly mad scheme. 

For many months prior to the declaration by 
this Government of the independence of the Span- 
ish Americas, a set of adventurers existed in this 


and some cg, a expressions to that effect, in 
a letter from Mr. B. Irvine, have been the cause of 
his being placed in close confinement. The brig 
Mary is cleared, and I have succeeded in obtain- 
ing passports for thirteen young Americans, who 
have been shamefully deceived into an expedition 
which could bring on them nothing but disgrace 
and destruction.” 





R. W. Meade to the Secretary of State, dated 
PuiLapveLpuia, December 17, 1822. 


Sir: Observing in the National Gazette of last 
evening a communication extracted from a paper 
called “' The Statesman,” purporting to be a cor- 
rect statement of the late Porto Rico expedition, 
in which it is attempted to prove, (on mere asser- 
tion, however,) that the said expedition was un- 
dertaken and fitted out with the knowledge and 
co-operation of the late Don Manuel Torres, 
Chargé d’Affaires of the Colombian republic ; and 
conceiving such a report to be a libel on the 
character of my late and much lamented friend, 
and on the Government he represented, I conceive 
ita duty I owe both to them and to myself, as the 
executor, friend, and only agent of that Govern- 
ment legally authorized to receive and open its 
correspondence, and of course encharged with its 
aflairs ad interim, to declare the same totally un- 
founded, and, in fact, a fabrication for some sin- 
ister purpose. How far the authors of the expe- 
dition may have made use of Mr. Torres’s name 
to seduce the deluded men who joined them, is 
what I am ignorant of; but can easily conceive 
that men who could undertake such a scheme 
would not hesitate at the use of any deception or 
means to accomplish their ends. 

My knowledge of Mr. Torres’s character is of 
long standing ; my personal acquaintance with 
him dates since my return to this city in August, 
1820; since when Mr. Torres had no secrets con- 
cealed from me. For many months previous to 
his death 1 saw him daily; and, when absent, 
which happened during his and my visit for a 
few weeks to Washington, we were in constant 
correspondence ; and at his decease, Colonel Du- 
ane and myself were left encharged by him with 
all his public business ; and since the departure 
of Colonel Duane from this country, I have re- 
mained solely encharged with the affairs and cor- 
respondence of that Government; and I do sol- 
emnly declare that there is not the smallest ground 
for believing that Mr. Torres was ever acquainted 
with the expedition, much less that he had ever 
given it his countenance. In the whole of his 
correspondence with his Government and its 
agents, actually in my possession, not one word 
or hint of the most remote kind is made of such 
ascheme; and, in fact, to any man of common 
Sense acquainted with the character, prudence, 
and delicacy of conduct of Mr. Torres, it must 


of their neighbors. 
ers of desperate fortune, who, in their imagina- 


country, holding their rendezvous in this city, 
Baltimore, and New York, watching their oppor- 
tunity to undertake any adventure which could 
furnish them the means of living at the expense 
Many of them were foreign- 


tions, fancied any project lawful which should 
put them in possession of the means of seizing on 
a portion of the Spanish colonies, under the pre- 
tence of establishing independent Governments, 
but, in fact, with no other view but that of en- 
riching themselves. The declaration of the inde- 
pendence of these countries by this Government 
at once destroyed all their hopes and expectations, 


and nothing but some desperate measure was now 
left them. Many of them made application to 


Colonel Cortes for employment under the Mexi- 
can Government; and I recollect one anecdote 
which he mentioned to me, of two of the prin- 
cipai chiefs of the band in this city, which so 
strongly marks the character of the men as to be 
worthy of being mentioned. Some time after he 
had in the most positive terms informed them that 
they would not be employed in Mexico, a para- 
graph appeared in one of our papers containing 
some details of troubles and a probability of in- 
testine commotion in Mexico; they waited on 
him again to tender their services, stating their 
having heard of these reports, and that they now 
thought their services might be required. The 
Colonel answered them that he neither knew of 
nor believed any such reports; that it might pos- 
sibly be that there did exist a difference of opin- 
ion among some of the persons in Mexico as to 
the form of Government to be adopted, but that 
that was a question to be settled by themselves ; 
at all events, they did not require strangers to set- 
tle the point for them. Colonel Cortes, however, 
added: But, gentlemen, since you have heard of 
these parties, pray to which do you wish to attach 
yourselves, or offer your services to? The an- 
swer was: Oh! to either of them; the strongest, 
of course, if we could ascertain it; our object is 
to get employ. I never spoke directly or indi- 
rectly with any one of the persons concerned in 
this expedition, except to two young men who, I 
lately learned, had gone with it, and who had ap 

lied to me to endeavor to get them employment 
in the Mexican service. Baptist Irvine, to whom 
I had been introduced at Washington, came to 
this city for the express purpose, as he informed 
me, of procuring Spanish authors on the Ameri- 
cas, in order to complete a work which he had 
announced as being about to publish on those 
countries. He waited on me on his arrival ; and, 
believing his object a praiseworthy one, I permit- 
ted him the use of my library, from whence he 
took a number of valuable books. During his 
stay here, I saw him, I believe, thrice. He re- 
turned my books by a servant, with a note; and 
the first and only information I had of the des- 
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ae Se NE 
perate step he had adopted I received from his | dence that any such expedition had been fitted oy, 
signature to the proclamation published in our | in the said ports. Since that date, the collectoy, 
papers. I have reason to believe that pecuniary | of the districts of Philadelphia and New Y,, 
distress alone drove him to the extremity of join- | have been required to furnish any information , 
ing these adventurers. their possession relative to the said expeditioy 
About the period of Mr. Torres’s death, which | Copies of their answers to the requisition are hers. 
happened on the 14th June, I was informed by a| with communicated ; from which it appears tha; 
gentleman of this city that a sum of money, said | no ground of suspicion existed, at the time the 
to be $18,000, had been remitted by sundry per- | vessels alleged to have composed a part of th 
sons residing in Porto Rico to assist in revolu-| expedition cleared out, that any violation of th. 
tionizing that island; and I have reason to be-| laws was contemplated by the owners or com. 
lieve that with that money vessels were chartered | manders of those vessels. 
as merchant vessels to take out these adventurers I remain, with respect, &c., 
to some one of the neighboring islands, from M. H. CRAWFORD, 
whence other arrangements were, in all proba-| James Monros, President U. 8. 
bility, intended to be made for fitting out the ; 
expedition. I have also heard that, long prior to C ; 
the vessels sailing from the United States, dis- Por Philadeluhia pence, a 
agreements had taken place among the persons ort of Philadelphia, Dec. 23, 1822. 
engaged in the scheme, as to the respective offices Sir: Immediately after the receipt of your lette 
or employments claimed by each in the island, | Of the 21st instant, the records of this office wer 
already, in their fertile imaginations, in their pos- | €Xamined for the purpose of ascertaining when the 
session; and that one or two, dissatisfied with brig Mary Ann, Burns, master, and the schooner 
their nominations, had actually proceeded to Bos- | Selina, Sisters, master, cleared from this port. |; 
ton, where Mr. Anduaga, the Spanish Minister, | appears that the brig Mary, (not Mary Ann) 
then was, and laid before him a circumstantial | Aaron Burns, master, cleared hence for Aux Cayes 
account of the expedition, and every thing and | 0M the 5th day of August last, with a cargo con- 
person connected with it. I, therefore, did not | Sisting of navy bread, pilot bread, flour, beef, pork, 
consider it my duty, either as executor of Mr, | TUM, powder, drums, muskets, pistols, swords, car- 
Torres, or as a citizen of the United States, to | tridge-boxes, saddles, and lead bullets. 
take any notice of the affair; nor should I at this) No evidence or information whatever was re. 
moment trespass on your more important voca- | ceived at this office, either before the departure of 
tions, did I not think it necessary, in the absence | the brig, or subsequent thereto, (except what i 
of any other representative of the Colombian | Communicated in your letter,) of her being unlaw- 
Republic in this country, to disavow any counte- fully equipped, or engaged in any enterprise pro- 
nance having been directly or indirectly afforded | hibited by the laws of the United States. — 
to it by Mr. Torres. What promises may have| , It does not appear by the books of this office tha 
been held out or made by any of the commanders | the schooner Selina cleared from this port fora 
of the private armed vessels of Colombia in this re during the present year. 
port, I am ignorant of, but have no reason to sup- | ery respectfully, I am, sir, &c., 














pose that any of them had any hand in this busi- | : JON. STEELE. 
ness. I feel pretty confident that the only officer | Wo. H. Crawrorp, — 
of the Colombian Government with whom I had | Secretary of the Treasury. 


been made personally acquainted, on account of 

the decease of Mr. Torres—Commodore Daniels— Cusrom-Hoves. Naw Yor 
had no share in it, as his objects in the service of Collector's Office Dec, 24 4999 
that country, at that period, were of a much more | ee a : ee 

important nature. ir: I have received your letter of. the 21st i 

. A atie dks Matias to comet. dc: | stant, relative to the schooner Andrew Jackson, 

R. W. MEADE. | Sanderson, master, which vessel cleared from this 

J. Q. Apams, Sec’y of State. office on the 10th day of August last for St. Bar 

: |tholomew’s and St. Thomas’s. A copy of her 

7m germ ‘outward manifest is herewith transmitted, by 

Treasury DepartTMENT, Dec. 30, 1822. | which it will be perceived that the cargo was no! 

Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom | of a suspicious character. Neither has there a0 

was referred the resolution of the House of Repre- | thing subsequently occurred, to my knowledge, \ 

sentatives of the 12th instant, requesting of the | create suspicion in relation to this vessel. Should 

President such information as he may possess con- | 40y information hereafter occur, I will immedi 

cerning a hostile expedition alleged to have been | ately communicate it. 








fitted out in the ports of the United States against | [have the honor to be, &e,, 

the island of Porto Rico, has the honor to report: | JON. THOMPSON, Collector. 
That the records and files of this department, at} Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, 

the time of the said reference, furnished no evi- | Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Report and ware of the cargo laden at the port of New York on board the American schooner Andrew 
ackson, Sanderson, master, bound for St. Bartholomew's and St. Thomas’s. 























eertan | 
Marks and numbers. Packages and contents. | Value at the 
‘port of expor- 
tation. 
H. 93 barrels beef - - - . - - - - - | $476 63 
9 barrels beef - - - - - - - - - 31 50 
T, 10 hogsheads tobacco, 11,05] pounds - : - - - | 372 O01 
| 225 barrels flour - - - - - - - - - 1,350 00 
91 pigs lead, 100 cwt.3qrs. Obs. - - + = =| 705 25 
| 82 boxes codfish - - - - - - - - | 266 50 
34 kegs tobacco, 3,294 pounds - : - : : -4 230 58 
| 30 barrels pork - - - - - - - - - 273 75 
| 35 barrels navy bread - - - - - - - 105 00 
D, A. 107, 108, 109, 117, | 
125, 126, 132, 133, 141. 21 cases arms, 630. - - - - - - - - 
A. C., 88, 89, 176, 177, 178, 
203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 222, 
249, | 17 cases saddlery : - - - - - - - 1,292 50 
| 54 boxes raisins - - - - - - - - - 97 00 
| 15 half barrels flour - - - - - - - - 49 25 
60 kegs powder - - - - - : - : - 255 00 
1 medicine chest - - - . - - - - 40 00 
C, 10 cases assorted hardware - - - - - - 2,910 48 
117, 59. 5 cases muskets, 20 in each case. - - - - - 550 00 
SAMUEL SANDERSON. 
MEMORIAL FROM FLORIDA. ity which citizens have the pride and satisfaction 


[Communicated to the House, February 3, 1823. ] 


Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a memorial of the Legislative Council of 
Florida. 


to assume, in addressing the Chief Magistrate of 

| our grand confederacy, and through him the Con- 
gress of the United States. After along and pro- 
tracted negotiation, the United States acquired the 
Floridas, an acquisition which it was then sup- 
posed would form one of the brightest epochs in 
the history of the distinguished Administration that 
To the Speaker and House of Representatives : negotiated, and the Congress that sanctioned the 
Having lately received a memorial from the | treaty of cession, and enabled the ceded inhabi- 
Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, | tants, with the influx of eerie and wealth, to 
on subjects very interesting to the inhabitants of | fulfil the high destiny to which the God of nature 
the Territory, and also to the United States, which | seemed to have assigned this highly favored coun- 
require legislative provision, I transmit the same| try. Candor, however, obliges us to say, that the 
to Congress, and recommend it their consideration. | act of Congress for the organization of the govern- 
JAMES MONROE. | ment of this Territory, although calculated to rem- 

Freprvary 3. 1823. edy many of the defects of the provincial estab- 

: lishment from which it was lately emancipated, 

To Hi was nevertheless not so favorable as we hada 
0 His Excellency James Monroe, right to expect, when we contemplate the value 
President of the United States : of the acquisition ; the commercial and agricul- 

Your memorialists, constituting the Legislative | tural advantages of the country ; its soils, bays, 
Council of the Territory of Florida, beg leave to | rivers, and harbors; its important resources and 
submit to the President of the United States a| energies, when developed and called into action; 
statement of the prominent subjects of general in-| and, above ail, its exposed situation, possess- 
lerest to the ‘ieabennte of this Territory, for| ing a seacoast of twelve hundred miles, consti- 
which they have been appointed to legislate, and | tuting the natural boundary of the most important 
in the destinies of me tm they feel a deep public} part of the Union, and liable to the incursions of 
and individual interest. any foreign invader, or lawless domestic enemy, 
The Legislative Council will approach the| whose cupidity and enterprising avarice might 
topics to which they would most respectfully soli-| lead them to desolate our towns and plunder our 
cit your attention, with that frankness and sincer-! sparse population. Your memorialists do not, in 











1275 


eens a ee a ee 


the remotest degree, charge the neglect to want of 
that careful and provident attention to the inter- 
ests of the native and adopted citizens of the Uni- 
ted States which has always characterized the 
policy of those who are intrusted with the guard- 
ianship of our rights, but to a want of the requisite 
information in regard to the necessities and wants 
of our Territory, deprived as it has been of repre- 
sentation in Congress. 

The first subject to which we would particularly 
invite your attention, and that of the Congress of 
the United States, is one of as much national con- 
cern as solicitude, in reference to the immediate 
prosperity of this Territory. It will be recollected, 
that the late Government of Spain over these 
provinces, considered East and West Florida as 
two distinct dependencies, from a connexion of 
which they could discover no immediate benefit to 
Spain, and consequently, the settlements were con- 
fined to the vicinity of St. Augustine and Pensa- 
cola—more particularly in West Florida, where 
the settlement of the country was circumscribed, 
by an apprehension of Indian hostility. The effect 
has been to prevent the establishment of a road 
from the capitals of: the above provinces to each 
other, or to the interior; and as we are at present 
situated, the nearest practicable road from one to 
the other by land, is seven hundred and fifty miles, 
through Alabama and Georgia; and the water 
communication round the cape is as difficult as a 
trip to Liverpool or Bordeaux. A conclusion, 
however, unfavorable to the conjunction of the 
two provinces in a Territory or State, cannot be 
drawn from this fact, the distance not being more 
than three hundred and fifty or four hundred miles, 
through a healthy fine country, a large portion of 
which, your memorialists are induced to believe, 
for fertility, is not to be surpassed by any land in 
the southern country. A slight view of the geo- 
graphical situation of the country, its local and 
political connexion with the United States, will 
demonstrate the policy and necessity of preserving 
the connexion of the Floridas, and also dictate the 
propriety of laying out a road from Pensacola to 
St. Augustine, from which our Government, in 
addition to the lasting improvement of her terri- 
tory, for the labor and expense, will derive more 
than an equivalent from the sale of public lands, 
which will be much enhanced in value, by such 
animprovement. Your memorialists would direct 
some intelligent officers of the engineer corps to 
explore the country, and mark out a road from 
Pensacola to St. Augustine, and adopt such mea- 
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opening the road from St. Augustine into Georgi, 
known by the speciation of the King’s Roag’ 
which was opened at great expense by the Britis), 
Government, and could at this time be re-opened 
with very little labor, and will afford a commuyj. 
cation to facilitate the intercourse between tha 
part of the Territory and the Southern States. Th, 
establishment of this road was deemed an object 
of the utmost importance to the province of Ray 
Florida, by the British Government. Your ppp. 
morialists are induced to believe, that the polic 
and necessity of such measure will be more strongly 
felt by the Government of the United States, ~ 

Your memorialists would beg leave, particular. 
ly, to direct the attention of the Congress of the 
United States to the necessity of erecting lighthouses 
at Pensacola and St. Augustine; and also to pro. 
vide some law upon the subject of wrecking, a 
the peninsula of Florida, which is now in the 
hands of foreigners ; and subject to the absolute 
control of the colonies of Great Britain and Spain, 
and is frequently made the pretext for piracy anj 
smuggling. 

Another subject to which the Legislative Coun- 
cil will call the attention of Congress, is the or- 
ganization of the judiciary in this Territory. By 
reference to the act of Congress, it will be found 
that two district courts are established, one in 
East and the other in West Florida. Those 
courts are vested with jurisdiction in civil and 
criminal cases, without an appeal from their de- 
cisions to any other tribunal, only when they 
entertain jurisdiction in their federal capacity. 
It follows, therefore, that the act of Congress has 
vested in one judge power over the lives, liber- 
ties, and property of the citizens of this Territory, 
without providing for an appeal or writ of error, 
to correct a judgment rendered by misconception 
of the law, partiality, or judicial impetuosity. 
Whatever confidence we may repose in the vir- 
tues of our judges or the upright integrity of the 
American bench, your memorialists conceive that 
itis a novel and dangerous power, inconsistent 
with the policy of our Government, and contrary 
to the usual course in relation to all the other 
Territories ; in all of which, if they are not mis- 
taken, three judges have been appointed, who 
were required to hold courts in different parts of 
the Territories, and once or twice a year holda 
court of errors and appeals, in all cases arising 
under the Territorial laws. The judges are in- 
competent to form such a connective tribunal ; to 
supply the deficiencies in the judiciary system, as 


sures as to your Excellency may seem fit, to have | regulated by the act of Congress, the Legislative 


the same opened, in conformity with their report. 
And also, that they be directed to select some suit- 
able place, in the Mickasuky country, or on the 
Suwapny river, or the adjacent country, for the per- 
manent seat of government of Florida, and make 
report thereof to the Governor of this Territory, 
to be laid before the next Legislative Council. 
Whilst we are on the subject of establishment of 
public roads, so nearly connected with the growth, 
wealth, and prosperity of this Territory, we would 
also take the liberty to recommend to the General 
Government, the necessity and practicability of 


Council considered it incumbent upon them to 
establish inferior courts as a temporary expedient, 
making it the duty of the judges of the inferior 
courts to hold pleas in the several counties, with 
an appeal from their decision to the district court 
of the United States. We believe this course to 
be indispensable to the convenience of large set- 
tlements remote from St. Augustine and Pensa- 
cola; a contrary policy would have subjected 
them to great inconvenience, and, in many !D- 
stances, would have been tantamount to a denial 
of justice. We considered it necessary to preven! 
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crime by its speedy punishment, to restrain the 
refractory, to protect the weak from the oppression 
of the strong ; and thus to insure virtue and hu- 
manity among our citizens, and accomplish the 

eat end of society—the happiness of the people. 

he salaries of the judges of the inferior courts 
amount to two thousand four hundred dollars ; 
and, as we are in the first grade of Territorial 

yernment, we have reason to expect that Con- 

ress will make an aaerngeanen of that sum; 
and also provide for the appointment of another 
judge, to reside at the seat of government, which 
will do away the necessity of a longer continu- 
ance of the inferior courts. 

There is another topic, of considerable interest 
and magnitude to this Territory and the United 
States, upon which your memorialists would re- 
spectfully express their opinions on the present 
occasion. In consequence of the great extent of 
seacoast, by which Florida is bounded, and the 
consequent exposure to which she is subjected, 
the speedy settlement of the country will readily 
present itself to your Excellency, as an object of 
the most important consideration. In order to 
give that strength and security to Territories thus 
peculiarly situated, emigration should be invited 
to them by every advisable means within the con- 
trol of the General Government. To accomplish 
this desirable purpose, it may be considered of the 
first moment that the claims to land, of every de- 
scription, should be promptly ascertained and ad- 
justed. Upon this subject, your memorialists 
would, with all the respect and confidence due to 


the constituted authorities of the Union, recom- | 


mend that the powers of the commissioners should 
be enlarged, relative to claims upon which they 
are authorized to pronounce a final decision. Your 


memorialists would also suggest the propriety of | 


referring the larger grants to the investigation and 
determination of the judicial tribunals. 
existence of this power thus vested in our courts, 
and transferred from the national councils, it is 
confidently believed that much expense would be 
avoided, as well as more ample and speedy justice 
administered to all the parties concerned. The 


Memorial from Florida. 


Were the | 


end can be most speedily, cheaply, and certainly 
accomplished, by the judicial tribunals of our 
country. Next to bringing the public lands into 
market at an early period, your memorialists con- 
sider the prompt and final decisions of land claims, 
as an object of the highest consideration; upon 
it, not only depends the growth and prosperity of 
this Territory, but the effectuation of these valu- 
able purposes for which the United States ob- 
tained their cession by the late treaty with Spain. 

In conclusion, your memorialists would beg 
leave to represent to your Excellency the supe- 
rior advantages of the harbor of Pensacola over 
any other on the Gulf of Mexico south of New 
Orleans, and suggest the policy of selecting it as 
a naval depot, by the Government of the United 
States. Although engineers have been appointed 
to make a survey of the harbor, who are amply 
competent to form a correct estimate of its import- 
ance; yet it is to be hoped that the suggestions of 
your memorialists may not be considered obtru- 
sive, but received with complacency as the off- 
spring of a lively interest in the welfare of this 
Territory, and of the United States. From a sur- 
i that has been made of the harbor of Pensa- 
cola, under the orders of the General Government, 
it is understood, by your memorialists, that, at 
the lowest water, vessels drawing not more than 
twenty-one and a half feet water may cross the 
bar, and enter the harbor with perfect safety. The 
medium depth of water between the highest and 
lowest tide, may be confidently estimated at two 
additional feet, making in the aggregate twenty- 
three anda half feet. It is believed that, from 
the best advice which has been obtained upon the 
subject, that this depth of water on the bar is suf- 
ficient for the entry of vessels of any description, 
save those of the largest class; the locality of the 
bay is likewise such as to secure every facility to 
the entrance and departure of vessels. ‘The oppo- 
site extremes of its oblong form extend in a north- 
easterly,and southwesterly direction, which happily 
| corresponds with the general range of winds, so 
|as to subject vessels to very little delay in their 
| arrival or departure. After vessels have entered 





members of the judiciary residing in the Territory, | the bay, they have every assurance of the most per- 
and having.obtained an acquaintance with the | fect security, even in the most violent gales; it is 
laws and ordinances of the government from | completely land-locked by the main land and the 
which the claims emanated, they must necessarily | island of St. Rosa; it is uncommonly capacious, 
be much better qualified to pronounce an opinion | and its bottom, affording a stiff tenacious clay, 
than any tribunal differently coustituted. From | constituting a safe and excellent anchorage. From 
the decision of the courts here, an appeal might | St. Carlos de Baraneas to the opposite point on 
be given to the Supreme Court, and thus the va- | St. Rosa’s island, is computed to be about three- 
lidity of titles decided by the Constitutional arbi- | fourths of a mile; with suitable fortifications at 
ter-—the judiciary—which would eminently con- | those two opposite positions, it is confidently be- 
tribute to secure the rights of the United States | lieved, by military gentlemen of science who have 
and the claimants. visited them and expressed an opinion, that no 

Until these difficulties are obviated, it cannot | vessel could pass into the bay without receiving a 
be expected that emigration should be successfully | fatal injury; the guns of both fortifications could 


F directed to the Territory of Florida. Large tracts | be brought to bear upon it, with so much certainty 


of land are in some places covered by private | and effect as to insure its destruction. Every ex- 
Claims. Before the proprietors can make any ‘amination which has been made of these com- 
permanent disposition of them to,settlers, by which | manding stations, has resulted in the decided opin- 
1 dense and efficient population can be obtained, | ion, that it can be much more easily defended than 
it is indispensably necessary that they should be | any other on the Gulf, if not on the whole of the 
itee from all encumbrance and litigation. This! Atlantic coast. 
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Boston Memorial—Revenue Laws. a 
A faithful topography of Pensacola, and the States, and must rely for defence almost entire) Th 
adjacent country, will demonstrate that it may be upon regular troops, a much larger number of ngag 
very efficiently protected from the inroads of the which will be necessarily required. oT 
enemy by land. In the rear of the town, at the The occupation of Pensacola, with the neces. merci 
distance of about half a mile, the highlands are sary fortifications, is calculated to afford a mor all ei 
presented, upon which military works may be con- complete command over the commerce of the Gulf evils. 
structed to advantage, so as completely to com- of Mexico, than any other position which coy) ernm 
mand the whole space intervening between thei | be selected on the Southern coast ; with this pecy. opera 
and the bay; a single fortification, strongly ana liar advantage, the United States would exclude the ¢ 
judiciously built, would successfully bear upon the | the shipping of an enemy, probably, from the op| State 
entrance into the town, in every direction. There | port in Florida in which they could anchor with that 
is, probably, no other station on the southern coast, safety, owing to the violence of the West India have 
which could be defended by land with so small a | gales. Your memorialists are of the opinion, tha legisl 
number of troops, or at less expense. | there is no other harbor, save that of Havana, ip bly 
Independently of the facility with which Pen- | which they could ride with security during a storm, right 
sacola may be defended, if reliance is exclusively | But the benefits arising from the selection of Pep. natio 
reposed on regular troops, there are other promi- | sacola as a naval station, are not entirely of q them 
nent considerations, which powerfully reeommend | negative character ; we should not only be enabled enjoy 
it to the attention of the General Government. | to exclude the hostile armaments of foreign na. ment 
This results from its immediate connexion with | tions, but our own vessels could be protected from resen 
New Orleans, and its contiguity with most of the | capture and disaster. The harbor of Pensacola line | 
States on the Mississippi river. In cases of emer- | will always be a place of secure retreat—a station tone 
gency and invasion, should it become necessary to | from which expeditions may be fitted out without a spe 
call the aid of the militia for the protection of this | interruption, and from which the West India com. Th 
place, they can be readily obtained from Louisi- | merce of an enemy might receive the most success- with 
ana, Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ala- | ful annoyance. Were New Orleans assailed, Pen- or de 
bama ; owing to an advantage from a water com- | sacola would be competent to afford co-operation state 
munication, they may be conveyed to Pensacola | for its defence, both by land and water, which oblig 
in a short time, and, comparatively, with small | could not fail to excite in the enemy the most fear- tails 
expense to the General Government. Your me- | ful apprehensions; by our vigorous and well di- leave 
morialists are induced to believe, that half of the | rected efforts her commerce would be cut off, her subje 
expenditures of the late war were included in the | detachments captured, and, in the end, her sur- a cor 
item of transportation; much would be saved, on | render and retreat accomplished. The security of TI 
this score, were Pensacola selected as a naval sta- | this place, then, is believed by your memorialists tion 
tion, not only in the transportation of soldiery, | to be inseparably connected with the prosperity 1. 
but also in Pr wy and the munitions of war. | and defence of New Orleans, and the contiguous the f 
This desirable object would be more completely | States. We, therefore, pray the attention of your 2. 
accomplished, should ever a communication be | Excellency to the subjects upon which we have addi 
opened between the bay of Pensacola and the Mis- | taken the liberty to remark; and be assured, that ted § 
sissippi and Mobile rivers. Another prominent | those who give a different account of our Terr- 3. 
advantage in favor of Pensacola, which gives it | tory, are ignorant of its resources, or wantonly form 
elevated claims on the patronage of the Govern- | misrepresent it. non- 
ment, is, that it is distinguished for the salubrity | Resolv2d, by the Legislative Coractl of the Territory HM teve 
of its atmosphere and mildness of climate; it is a | of Florida, That the Goveruor of this Territory 3 4. 
situation where her troops may always calculate | be requested to forward a copy of the foregoing by tl 
on enjoying good health, and where it is repre- | memorial to the President of the United States; lie v 
sented that breadstuffs and other provisions, con- | and that another copy be delivered to the Dele 5. 
tinue almost as long in a perfect state of preserva- | gate who may be elected to represent this Terti- prais 
tion as in most of the Northern ports of the United | tory in Congress, to be laid before the Congress of U 
States. the United States at their next session. wou 
In addition to this, your memorialists will take EDMUND LAW, Is g1 
the present occasion to remark, that a military President of the Legislative Council. Prop 
force stationed at Pensacola would, in time of| Teste: Roserr Mircuett, titio 
war, give efficient aid in the defence of New Or- Clerk of the Legislative Council. cess 
leans, as well as additional security to Louisiana, | the 
Mississippi, and Alabama, by presenting a formi- | that 
dable barrier, by which inroads through West THE REVENUE LAWS. stru 
Florida — ~ checked and prevented. This | ek a 
assistance could not, with any certainty, be ob- | ,;. . 99, oug 
tained from Tampa Bay ; and sine senvialane | [Communicated to the House, December 23, 1822] men 
it is believed, can be selected, south of Pensacola, | 70 the honorable the Senate and the honorable the Hows TS best 
which promises the other important advantages | of Representatives. esta 
we have described ; in consequence of its remain- | The memorial of the merchants and others, 10 is ne 
ing ata great distance from a dense population, | terested in the commerce of Boston, in the county as 
and the difficulties of transportation, it cannot be | of Suffolk,and State of Massachusetts, respectfully seve 
so conveniently connected with the adjoining ' sheweth: plen 
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That your memorialists are all either practically | 


en in the foreign and coasting trade of this 
country, or otherwise highly interested in its com- 
mercial resources and revenues; that they have 
all either personally felt or witnessed the great 
evils and inconveniences resulting, both to Gov- 
ernment and to individuals, from the oppressive 
operation of certain parts of the present system of | 
the collection of the revenue laws of the United | 
States). Your memorialists are well convinced 
that these injurious effects are such as could not 
have been contemplated or foreseen hy the wise 
legislators, who have given them a code so admi- 
rably adapted, in a general view, iv secure the 
rights of individuals, and the prosperity of the 
nation. They, therefore, feel it incumbent upon 
them, as citizens, able to estimate, and worthy to 
enjoy, the manifold blessings of a free Govern- 
ment, wisely administered, to a before their rep- 
resentatives, in Congress assembled, a brief out- | 
line of these partial evils, for which their accus- | 
toed wisdom and discretion will, doubtless, find | 
a speedy and appropriate remedy. 

hat they may not fatigue your honorable body | 
with a minute enumeration of the inconveniences | 
or defects which have been perceived in the present | 
state of the laws relating to trade, which would | 
oblige them to go somewhat at length into the de- 
tails of the custom-house, your memorialists beg 
leave to present a classification of the supposed 
subjects of reform, and to give, under each head, 
a concise illustration of the causes of complaint. 

The topics to which they would call the atten- 
tion of this honorable body are: 

1, The unnecessary multiplication of oaths in 
the proceedings of the custom-house. 

2. The requiring of bonds in cases where no 
additional security is thereby afforded to the Uni- 
ted States. 

3. The exacting a compliance with certain 
formalities in impossible cases, and punishing the 
non-compliance as a projected fraud upon the | 
revenues. 

4. The delays, losses, and vexations, occasioned | 


| 
| 
| 





| by the unnecessary detention of goods in the pub- 


lic warehouses of the United States. 
5. The oppressive operation of the existing ap- | 
praisement system. 
Upon the first of these topics, your memorialists | 
would only remark, that the solemnity of an oath | 
is greatly diminished, and the danger of perjury | 
proportionally enhanced by the frequency of repe- | 
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the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
passed March 2, 1799, by which, it is enacted, 
that where imported goods, subject to ad valorem 
duties, are unshipped, and transported coastwise 
in the original packages, a copy of the invoice 
verified by the oath of the importer, and certifi 

by the collector, shall be produced at the final 
port of arrival, and then, that the same inspection 
shall take place as of a first importation. In this 


| case, the original invoice must already have been 


authenticated by the oath of the party, by the 
provisions of the fifth section of the same act, and 
other acts yet continuing in force. The oath, 
therefore, required at the custom-house on such 
reshipment for coastwise transportation, is merely 


to support the fact, that the invoice there pro- 
' duced 1s a true copy of the original invoice, which 


fact is also to be certified by the collector, who, 
for that purpose, always requires the original in- 


' voice to be produced, that he may personally com- 


pare it with the copy. It is manifest, therefore, 
that the required oath is merely nugatory—the 
certificate of the collector being ample evidence 
of the fact. Besides all which, the goods having 
already undergone one inspection, are to undergo, 


/at the port of arrival, another inspection, which 


is to be conducted as if there had been neither 


_ oath nor certificate in the case, or in other words, 
/as if the goods were then, for the first time, im- 


ported into the United States. Upon this section 


it may farther be remarked, that the utmost facility 
is afforded to evasions by slight alterations in the 


form of package, since its provisions are applica- 
ble only to the case of reshipment of goods packed 


/as imported, and it is only necessary to takea 


single piece of goods from a box to evade the re- 
quisition. 

Under the second head, it would little become 
your memorialists to urge the hardship and op- 


‘pression of exacting bonds where no additional 
_ security is afforded thereby to the United States; 
_and they will only mention, as an exemplification 


of the fact, the bonds required on re-exportation 
of goods, by the 32d section of the above men- 
tioned act of March 2, 1799, and the 2d section 
of an act supplementary thereto, passed February 
22, 1805, conditioned to produce, within a limited 
term, certain certificates, that such goods were 
landed without the limits of the United States; 
or that they should not be landed within such 
limits, unless on due entry and payment, or secu- 
rity of the duties accruing thereon. Now, the 


tition upon trivial occasions. Every oath unne- other numerous provisions of the law are, as your 
cessarily administered is so much detracted from | memorialists conceive, perfectly sufficient to se- 
the security which the United States derive from | cure the United States against the landing of said 
that sanction, and contributes so much to the de- | goods, without due entry, within her jurisdiction ; 
struction of that good faith, which is the strong | and they cannot be so entered unless the duties 
bond of civil society. For these reasons an oath | are first paid or secured. There can be no neces- 
ought never to be exacted, in the opinion of your | sity, therefore, for any certificate, that such goods 
memorialists, where it is not relied upon as the | were landed without the United States, and, con- 
st evidence of the fact, which it is intended to | sequently, none for the bond requiring such cer- 
establish. Among other instances in which this | tificate, or the payment of duties, which cannot 
is not the case, your memorialists would mention, | but be paid whether such bond be given or not. 
as a striking betteation, the provisions of the} With regard to the exacting a compliance with 
seventh section of the act of April 20, 1818, sup- | formalities, in impossible cases, and punishing the 
plementary to an act, entitled “An act to regulate | non-compliance as a fraud, your memorialists will 
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not affront this honorable body by arguing that 
such an operation of their laws could not have 
been intended by the wise framers thereof; but 
proceed to an exposition of facts, on which this 
part of the iemaiiiat is founded. The eighth 
section of the act of April 20, 1818, above men- 
tioned, provides, that the invoice of goods im- 

by persons residing, and, at the time of 
such importation, being out of the United States, 
shall not only be verified in the manner required 
by the fifth section of said act, before the United 
States consul in the port or country of shipment, 
but shall likewise be authenticated by the certifi- 
cate of said consul, or other magistrate there, duly 
qualified to administer oaths, that the owner or own- 
ers did, before him, make oath tha: heor they are not 
concerned in the manufacture of the goods so ship- 
ped; and the thirteenth section provides, that the 
want of such verification shall subject the owner to 
the penalties provided by the eleventh section in 
the case of fraudulent invoices. This oath, it will 
be perceived, is required to be made by the owner 
himself, and at the port or country of shipment ; 
consequently, in all cases where the owner does 
not reside in the port or country whence a ship- 
ment, by his order, is made, a compliance with 
the law is either physically impossible, or so diffi- 
cult and expensive as to render it practically un- 
attainable ; and yet, by non-compliance, he brings 
himself within the penalties of the act. Now, it 
not unfrequently happens, that persons associated 
together in trade, with the view of securing to 
themselves earlier and better information, and con- 
ducting their business in a manner more profitable 
to themselves, and of course more advantageous 
to their country, than they otherwise could do, 
agree that one of their number shall reside in Eu- 
rope, vibrating from Italy to Ireland, for instance ; 
and ordering shipments to the United States on 
account of his house in Boston, from Leghorn, 
when he himself is in Dublin; and from Bordeaux, 
when he is in London; as the exigencies of the 
times, and opportunity of markets, may require. 
It is impossible for this foreign resident to authen- 
ticate the invoices of such shipments, in the man- 
ner required, without passing over such distances 
of land and sea, as, from the necessary delay and 
expense of these movements, would completely 
frustrate the design of his importation; and yet, 
if any one of several joint owners be resident 
abroad, the custom-house officers insist that the 
penalty of the act hasaccrued. Cases yet stronger 
have come to the knowledge of your memorialists, 
where orders, for example, were given by Ameri- 
can citizens residing in China, to their correspond- 
ents in different parts of Europe, to purchase and 
ship to them merchandise to a large amount, on 
account of themselves and their partners residing 
within the United States; but. for want of a di- 
rect opportunity, the merchandise is brought to 
the United States in transitu merely, and to be 
thence re-exported to China. The consignees, 
who are also part owners, finding a favorable home 
market for the merchandise, wish to dispose of the 





commercial resources of the nation, as well a, 
consult their own private benefit) instead of fo,. 
warding them according to their original destin. 
tion ; but they are denied permission to enter such 
goods for sale, unless the forfeiture of the eleventh 
and thirteenth sections of the act is secured to be 
nee This they consider tantamount to a prohi- 
ition; and thus, in the particular case which 
your memorialists have in their mind, upwards of 
eighteen thousand dollars of duties have been |os; 
to the Government, (besides the loss and inconye. 
nience to the owner and the country at large.) 
because a merchant in Canton did not, at the time 
he was in Canton, make oath in London and 
Amsterdam, that he is not a manufacturer. Many 
other instances might be enumerated of the un- 
just operation of this law, where goods have been 
imported in American vessels, and are in part 
owned by American citizens residing within the 
Vnited States, because other owners, residing nei- 
ther within the United States, nor in the country 
whence the shipment is made, have not made ai- 
testations in places where they have never been; 
notwithstanding the partners here are able to fur- 
nish the fullest evidence of the fact, that no one 
of the owners abroad isa manufacturer. Your 
memorialists will only add, that the provisions of 
this section are an absolute prohibition of the in- 
troduction of all foreign capital into the country, 
(greatly as it tends to the increase of the revenues 
and manifest advantage of the nation) in all cases, 
except only where the foreign merchant is also 
himself the shipper. Another illustration under 
this head is afforded by the fifth section of the 
same act, providing that the owner, in addition to 
the other verifications required by law, shall make 
oath that the invoice by him produced exhibits 
the true value of the goods at the place whence 
imported. 
ut it often mane that goods bought ata 
favorable moment, by a judicious agent, do actu- 
ally cost less than the current market value at 
the time of shipment. In this case, the importer 
must, by the operation of the first section, produce 
the original invoice, exhibiting the actual cost; 
and must, by the operation of the fifth section, 
swear that this invoice exhibits the true value. 
But when, perceiving the fact to be otherwise, he 
declines taking such oath, he brings himself with- 
in the mischief of fraudulent invoices, according 
to the eleventh section, if the appraisers shall find 
the said goods to have been invoiced more than 
twenty-five per cent. below their true value. He 1s 
thus not only subjected to the payment of exces- 
sive duty, but stands without all pemer of defence, 
under the imputation of attempting a fraud upon 
the revenues; and he so stands because he could 
not, conscientiously, take an oath which he knew 
to be false. This ts a case, therefore, somewha! 
stronger than those before noticed under the firs! 
head ; since the oath required in this case 1s no! 
merely unnecessary, but plainly repugnant; and 
the direct operation of the law is to hold out a re 
ward to perjury in cases where detection would 


whole, or a part, in their own country, (by which | frequently be difficult, and sometimes impossible. 
they would enrich the revenue, and augment the! And in this connexion it should beremarked, that 


pri 
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the very same difficulty occurs in cases where the 
trae value, at the time of shipment, was less than 
the actual cost. The necessary effect of the pro- 
yision is, that a judicious merchant, who, ata 
t expense of time and money, has established 
an agency abroad, which enables him, at certain 
seasons, and under circumstances which his ex- 
rience has taught him to foresee and provide 
r, to purchase at favorable prices, loses all the 
advantages which he has thus lawfully acquir- 
ed, and is placed in a far worse situation than if 
he had not taken these very measures, on the suc- 
cessful conduct of which his prosperity mainly 
depends. 
he delays and vexations occasioned by the 
visions concerning the detention of goods in 
the public warehouses, is strongly illustrated by 
the case contemplated in the first section of the 
very same act, where the original invoice is, by 
any accident, missing. The act then authorizes 
detention of the goods imported, at the expense 
and risk of the owner, until such invoice be pro- 
duced; while the second section provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, 
authorize the collector to enter such goods, after 
appraisement thereof, on bond being given for 
such invoice within a certain time, and the pay- 
ment of all duties which shall be found due there- 
on. Your memorialists are most happy to state, 
that the evils naturally attending this and similar | 
provisions, have been greatly alleviated by the 
manner in which the Secretary of the Treasury 
has exercised the discretion thus reposed in him 
by thelaw. But still much delay, and consequent 
loss, is unavoidable, from the very necessity of | 
bringing the case before the Secretary at Wash- 
ington, and waiting for the return ot his decision 
thereon, protracted, as it must sometimes be, from 
the pressure of public business. It not unfrequently | 
happens that the articles themselves are of a per- 
ishable nature, and require an immediate sale; 
feb before one can possibly be effected, under this 
aw, they must either wholly be lost, or become | 
greatly deteriorated in value. And, after all, when | 
leave of entry has been at length obtained, a bond | 
is required, which, if required in the first instance, | 
would have afforded perfect security to the United | 


ee 





shall suspect goods, subject to ad vaorlem duty, 
to be invoiced below the true value, he shall order 
an appraisement, and if the appraised value ex- 
ceed by 25 per cent. the invoice price, then the 
duties are to be laid on the aggregate sum, found 
by adding 50 per cent. besides the ordinary 10 or 
20 per cent, to the appraised value; but if the ap- 
praised value shall exceed the invoice price by less 
than 25 per cent., then the duties shall be esti- 
mated on such appraised value, with the addition 
of 10 or 20 per cent. only ; and where it falls short 
of the invoice price, the duties are still to be esti- 
mated according to the invoice. The want of the 
certificate required by the 8th section, subjects the 
importation to a similar appraisement and similar 
penalties, as in the case of fraudulent invoices. 
One-half the parent exacted in all cases is divided 
among the custom-house officers, and the expenses 
of appraisement are, in all cases, to be borne by 
the owner, except when the invoice exceeds the 
appraised value. This whole system your memo- 
rialists cannot but consider injurious and ayeenre 
in the extreme, since it subjects the most fair and 
honorable merchant to al! the delay, expense, and 
vexation, and in some cases, as already intimated, 
to the very penalties provided for the fraudulent. 
A mere suspicion, on the part of the collector, that 
the invoice (although he may have no doubt that 
it accords with the actual cost, and that no fraud 
is intended) does not exhibit the true value, im- 
peratively requires of him to cause an appraise- 
ment. This suspicion must necessarily be excited, 
and of course the appraisement must necessarily 
take place in ae case where the invoice price 
is, in fact, either below or above the current market 
value, from the refusal of the importer to take the 
oath that such invoice does exhibit that which it 
never was intended to exhibit, namely, the ordi- 
nary rates of cost, instead of the cost in the par- 
ticular instance. In the same way the appraise- 
ment must necessarily take place whenever any one 
owner resides without the United States, and thein- 
voice is not authenticated by the certificate required 
in the 8th section, although it were impossible for 
him, from any one of many reasons, to furnish 
such authentication. When the appraisement 
takes place, it is necessarily productive of great 


States, and avoided all delay and difficulty in the | delay and considerable expense, always falling 
case. Besides, by way of fypathens at least, it | upon the party who, without fault, has been put, 
may be considered how it would be if the Secre-| by mere operation of law, and the integrity of his 
tary of the Treasury should, from any motive,| own conscience, in this embarrassing situation. 
refuse permission to enter such goods, notwith-| The appraisers are bound, by their oaths, to find 
standing the failure to produce the invoice were, | 2 fact which is often extremely difficult for them 


clearly, not the effect of fraudulent design, (which, 
under the present Administration, indeed, never | 
has, and we are confident never will occur.) It| 
is manifest that the fair merchant would, thereby, | 

exposed to such enormous losses and embarrass- | 
ments in his operations, as might terminate in ir- | 
retrievable ruin. 

The oppressive operation of the appraisement 
on will easily be perceived, by adverting to 
the several provisions above-mentioned, taken in 
Connexion with the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
and 16th sections of the said act. These sections 
Provide, substantially, that, whenever the collector 


to arrive at with any tolerable accuracy, namely, 
the true value of goods, not as they have them be- 
fore their eyes at the time and place of appraise- 
ment, but that value which they had in a foreign 
country and at a distant time, namely, the amount 
of shipment. Now, a very slight error in judg- 
ment in the estimate of their officers, brings the 
importer most unjustly within the penalty of the 
statute, and holds him up to the world as a de- 
frauder of the revenues, and to add to the aggra- 
vation of his doom he stands in this light, without 
hope of redress; since it has been very recently 
decided by the circuit court of the United States, 








1287 APPENDIX. 1288 
State of the Sinking Fund. ence, 





een, 


’ ————. 
sitting in this district, that the paloes of the | cion authorizes an appraisement. It is the suboy- 
appraisers on the matter before them is final and | dinate officers whose information may afford a; 
conclusive. The arbitrary discretion thus vested | least a plausible pretext for suspicions. It is the 
in subordinate officers of the revenue, is, in the | regular appraisers on the part of the Government 
opinion of your memorialists, of a most alarming who, being two out of three, of course, govera the 
tendency ; erecting a petty tyranny over the prop- appraisement. It is in the power of the appraisers 
erty and good fame of men, which is wholly ad- | on the part of the Government to affix their owp 
verse to the general spirit of our laws and institu- value to every article, which has thus been brought 
tions, and which may be productive of most serious | before them. It isa power unlimited, and the 
consequences to some of the dearest rights of na- | are a tribunal without appeal! Finally, that mo- 
tive Americans. | tive may not be wanting to the abuse of this des. 
Your memorialists are indeed proud of the op- | potic sway, it is among the officers of the customs 
portunity to bear public testimony, in the most | that one half of every penalty, accruing under the 
unequivocal terms, to the uniformly, upright, and | statute, is distributed by law; and surely it would 
honorable deportment of the collector of this dis- | not be very surprising, (should those offices be 
trict, and the good conduct of the inferior officers | filled 7 men of a different stamp from those who 
of the customs in general. It is to this fortunate | now fill them,) if some portion of this bounty for 
circumstance, rather than the construction of the | corruption should find its way into the pockets of 
laws in relation to this subject, that your memo- | the appraisers themselves. 
rialists feel themselves bound to attribute much of | 


; : : : | Your memorialists have already extended their 
their exemption from the oppression to which they | jjjystration beyond their proposed limits; they 


might be otherwise subjected. This testimony is | wij] not trespass farther on the indulgence of this 
the more honorable to these men, because of the | honorable body, but conclude by expressing their 
rs inducements which the facility of the laws | earnest desire, that such measures may be taken 

olds out to a profitable collusion between the | for the amendment of the revenue laws in the 


Government appraisers and the other officers of | above mentioned and other obvious particulars, as 
this ee a species of collusion which it | 


. . | the supreme councils of the nation shall in their 
would be almost impossible to punish, because al- | wisdom direct. As in duty bound will ever pray. 
most impossible to establish by legal proof. It is | 


the collector, let it be remembered, whose suspi- | T. H. PERKINS, and 200 others. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND. 


[Communicated to Congress, February 6, 1823.] 
Pe Wasuinoton, February 6, 1823. 
The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress : 

That the measures which have been authorized by the Board, subsequent to the last report, of the 
7th February, 1822, as far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to this Board, dated the 6th day of the present month, and in the state- 
ments therein referred to, which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received as a part of 
this report. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS, 
Vice President of the United States. 

JOHN MARSHALL, 

Chief Justice of the United States. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

Secretary of State. 
WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD, 

—_— Secretary of the Treasury. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund: 
That the balance of moneys advanced on account of the public debt, remaining un- 
expended at the close of the year 1820, and applicable to payments falling due after 
that year—which balance, as appears by the statement B, annexed to the last annual 
report, amounted to - - . - - hu? - - $1,880 89 
With the sums disbursed from the Treasury during the year 1821, on account of the ; 
principal and interest of the public debt amounting, as per the last annual report, to 8,367,093 62 





And making together the sum of - - - - - - - $8,368,974 51 
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Have been accounted for in the following manner, viz: 
There was applied, during the year 1821, towards the payment of the principal and 
interest of the public debt, as ascertained by accounts rendered to this Department, 








as per the annexed statement A, the sum of - - - - $8,403,563 49 
Viz: 

In the reimbursement of the principal of the deferred stock = - - - - $533,808 47 
In the payment of certain parts of the domestic debt - - - - - 54 45 
In the redemption of the Louisiana stock . - - - - - 2,071,360 00 
In the redemption of Treasury notes - - - - - - - 1,774 38 
In the redemption of Mississippi stock - - - - - - - 634,022 53 
On account of the interest and charges - - - - - - - 5,163,543 66 
Making together the sum of - - - - - - - $8,403,563 49 


Of this sum there was short provided, consisting of unclaimed dividends on the public 
debt, not applied for by the proprietors, as per the annexed statement B, the sum of 34,588 98 


Leaving (as above) the sum of - - - - - - - $8,368,974 51 





That during the year 1822, the following disbursements were made by the Treasury, 
on account of the principal and interest of the public debt, viz: 





On account of the interest of the domestic debt, and reimbursement of the principal of . 
the deferred stock - - - - - - - - - $5,739,760 62 





On account of the redemption of Louisiana stock - - : - - 5,294 12 
On account of the redemption of Mississippi stock - - - - - 23,388 94 
On account of the redemption of Treasury notes - - - “ ‘* 277 00 
In payment of certain parts of the domestic debt . - - - 438 99 
In payment of certain parts of the six per cent. stock of 1796 - - - - 80,000 00 
In payment of certain parts of the six per cent. stock of 1820 - - - - 2,000,000 00 
Making together, as appears by the annexed statement C, the sum of - - $7,849,159 67 
Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of ten millions of dollars for 
the year 1822, and will be accounted for in the next annual report, in conformity to 
accounts which shall then have been rendered to this Department. In the mean 
time, the manner in which the said sum has been applied is estimated as follows: 
To the payment of the deficiency at the end of 1821, as per statement B - - $34,588 98 
In the reimbursement of the deferred stock - - - - - - 566,588 75 
In the payment of Treasury notes - - - - - - - 277 00 
In the payment of Louisiana stock 3° - - - - - - 5,294 12 
In the payment of Mississippi stock - ~~ - - - - - - 23,388 94 
In the payment of certain parts of the domestic debt - - - . - 438 99 
In the payment of the six per cent. stock of 1796 - - - - - 80,000 00 
In the payment of the six per cent. stock of 1820 - - - - - 2,000,000 00 
Making together the sum of - - - - - - - $2,710,507 78 
And in the payment of interest on the funded debt for 1822, estimated at $5,154,268 26 
Deduct this sum short provided, per estimate E - - - - 15,685 37 
5,138,582 89 
Making together (as above) the sum of - - - - - - $7,849,159 67 


A statement (F’) is annexed, which exhibits the balance of the annual appropriation of $10,000,000, 
unexpended on the ist of January, 1828; and a statement (marked G) of the funded debt on the Ist 
of January, 1823.—All which is respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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F'.—Statement of the appropriation of ten millions of dollars by the second section of the “Act to provide fp 
the redemption of the Public Debt,” passed 3d March, 1817. : 


Application, per statement G. which accompanied the report of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
und, of the 7th February, 1822, viz: 


Application in 1822, per the accompanying report - 


- 7,849,159 67 
Balance applicable to payments after the 31st December, 1822 


- 7,451,410 5¢ 


In 1817 - - - . - - $10,000,000 00 
Do. in anticipation of the appropriation for 1818 : - 2,830,108 52 
* 12,830,108 59 
In 1818 - - - - - - - - - - 7,169,891 48 
1819 - - : - - - - - - - 7,703,821 s7 
1820 - - - - - - - - - - 8,628,514 3 
1821 : : - - - - - - - - 8,367,093 6 


Le, 
$60,000,000 09 


ee ee 


—_—_—— 


- $10,000,000 00 








Appropriation for 1817 - 
Do. 


1818 e ” a ° - - : - 10,000,000 00 
Do. 1819 - - - - - - - - 10,000,000 0 
Do. 1820 - - - - - - ~ - 10,000,000 00 
Do. 1821 - - - - - - - 10,000,000 00 
Do. 1822 - - - - - - - - 10,000,000 00 J 


$60,000,000 00 


Treasury DeparTMENT, Recister’s Orrice, February 3, 1823. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


G.—Statement of the Funded Debt of the United States, on the 1st January, 1823, with its redemption for 
1821 and 1822. 


Reimbursement of the deferred stock, in 1821 - - - - - $533,808 47 
Reimbursement of the 6 per cent. stock, of 1796, in 1822 - - - - 80,000 00 
Reimbursement of the 6 per cent. stock of 1820, in 1822 - - - - 2,000,000 00 
Amount of the funded debt 1st January, 1823, subject to a reduction on account of 

the reimbursement of the deferred stock, in 1822 - . - - - @91,343,999 69 





$93,957,808 16 


ae 


Amount of the funded debt on the 1st January, 1822, per statement H, which ac- 
companied report of February, 1822 - . - - - - $93,957,665 14 
Add 3 per cent. stock issued in 1822 - . - - - - 143 02 


$93,957,808 16 


— 





Amount of the debt on the ist January, 1823, as above stated, brought down - 91,343,999 69 
Deduct estimated amount of deferred stock, reimbursed in 1822 __- - - 566,568 09 
Amount per statement (3) which accompanied the Secretary’s report of 23d De- 

cember, 1822 - : - . - - - - - $90,777,431 60 
a Consisting of deferred stock with reimbursement for 1822 - $1,526,077 06 
Three per cent. - - . - - 13,296,099 06 


Exchanged 6 per cent. of 1812 - - - - - 2,668,974 99 
a $17,491,151 1 





* In addition to this amount, there was applied in 1817, the sum of $9,000,000, appropriated by the 3d 
section of the act above recited, and accounted for in the report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
of the 7th February, 1818. 
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Outstanding Custom-House Bonds, &c. 
— ES! ?:°0 0.0 re_e_vsee 





ride for TAB six per cent. of 1812 - - - : - - 6,187,006 84 

Six per cent. of 1813 $16,000,000 - - - - - 15,497,818 63 
Do. 7,500,000 = - . - - - 6,812,845 44 
Sinking [iM gix per cent. of 1814 a : ‘ ‘ : - 13,001,437 63 

Six per cent. of 1815 - - - . - - 9,490,099 10 

Seven per cent. - - - - - - - 8,606,355 27 

Treasury notes six per cent. - - - ee - - 1,465,285 47 

Five per cent. subscription to the Bank of the United States - 7,000,000 00 
108 2 TR ive per cent. of 1820 - . - . - 999,999 00 
Pe > Five per cent. of 1821 - - - - - - i a 
ed five per cent. 1822 - - - - - ‘ 
514 3 fe renee " ——_____ 73,852,848 58 
093 62 stalin ae 
159 67 $91,343,999 69 
410 56 mansarineanetinmeetanih cent 
— ry DEPARTMENT, ReaisTer’s Orrice, February 3, 1823. 
00000 jm Tate . JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
000 00 
000 00 | 
000 00 OUTSTANDING BONDS, &c. | accrue against that fund in 1823 and 1824, from 
000 00 ate | those of preceding years, by which he proposes, 
000 00 in his annual report of 22d December, 1822, to 


000 00 | (Communicated to the House, February 8, 1823.] charge the estimated unexpended balance of 1823 


vane and 1824, upon the revenue of 1825;” I have the 

000 00 Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit-| honor to submit the statements, required by the 

ting (pursuant to a resolution of the House of Rep-| resolution, as far as it has been practicable to 

me resentatives, of 9th January last,) a statement of| form them, from the records and files of the De- 
ister, outstanding custom-house bonds of the 1st October,| partment. 

1822: a statement of bonds taken for duties on| The tstatement showing the amount of bonds 

merchandise, and debentures issued for drawback,| oytstanding upon the Ist of December, 1822, is 








i from lst January, 1821, to 30th September, 1822: | defective: First, the monthly schedules of the 
wn | 
" a.statement of the net amount of revenue on mer-) bonds, for the months of October and November, 
chandise, tonnage, 4c. ; of payments into the Trea-| 1.40 not been received from some of the collectors: 
oo sury, and expenses of collection of the same, on 31st | S ig h ile pobadan 
308 47 December of the years 1816, ’17, 718, ’19, ’20, and| %°COn@, Decause te monthly se edules, almost 
100 00 1821; and a statement of the whole amount of the | always, in the principal districts, contain bonds 
000 00 unexpended balance of ihe Sinking Fund, distin-| for duties which accrued several months before ; 
facia each year since 1817. and, third, because the duties upon merchandise 
999 69 : | deposited in the public stores are secured by duty 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, | bonds only when they are removed from them; 
308 16 February 5, 1823. | and it is only then that they appear in the month- 
ea Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House | ly schedules. When the deposite is made, a bond 
— of Representatives, of the 9th ultimo, directing the | is given without sureties, the merchandise being 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House’ the substitute for them. 
365 14 “a statement of the custom-house bonds outstand-| From these facts, it is apparent that the amount 
143 02 ing on the ist day of December, 1822, and falling | of duties which accrued during the several quar- 
__— —% due within the year 1823, with the amount of| ters of each successive year, as exhibited in the 
308 16 debentures chargeable upon the same, and the! quarterly accounts of the collectors, rendered to 
See probable expense of collection :” | the Comptroller for settlement, always consider- 
ld Also, “a statement of the amount of bonds ably exceeds the amount exhibited in the monthly 
99 69 outstanding on the lst January, 1821, and at the) schedules of bonds rendered to the Secretary of 
68 09 commencement of each quarter during the year, | the Treasury. 
sities with the debentures chargeable upon the same, at} It may be proper to observe that, to ascertain 
the respective periods.” | the amount of duties which accrued during the 
31 60 Also, “the amount of revenue from customs, | year 1822, that will be payable in 1823, the bonds 
ia Soa which will probably accrue in the year 1823, and | taken in the month of December, and those in the 
the portion thereof which will probably be re-| months of October and November, which have 
ceived in the course of that year, stating the aver-| not yet been reported to the Department, and those 
age amount which has been received on the cus-| which may be hereafter liquidated for duties which 
toms accrued within each year since 1816, in-| accrued in the year 1822, and which will be pay- 
51 11 clusive.” | able in 1823, must be added to the amount repre- 
Also, “a statement of the whole amount of the! sented in statement No. 1, as becoming due in the 
the 3d unexpended balances of the Sinking Fund, dis- | present year. When these sums shall be ascer- 
Fund, tinguishing each year since 1817; and on what| tained, and added to that amount, it is presumed 


Principle he distinguishes the balances that will) that it will be increased to at least $19,000,000. 
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In order that statement No. 1 may be correctly 
understood, it is necessary to state, that the amount 
of bonds outstanding on the 1st of October, has 
been ascertained from the quarterly accounts of 
the collectors rendered to the Comptroller for set- 
tlement, and, consequently, contains the amount 
of duties on merchandise deposited in the public 
stores. The rest of the statement is formed from 
the schedules of bonds rendered to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The difference between the 
amount of bonds estimated to be outstanding on 
the 1st December, 1822, and the amount estimated 
to become due in 1823, is accounted for as fol- 
lows: 
1. Bonds payable in December, 1822, amounting 
i ae ei 
2. Bonds in suit the 1st December, 
1822, amounting to - - - 
3. Bonds falling due in 1823, amount- 
ingto - - ee - 
4, The amount of bonds falling due 
in 1824, estimated at - - 
5. Theamount of duties which have 
accrued upon merchandise de- 
posited in the public stores, esti- 
mated at - - - . 


2,818,427 
17,426,257 
226,409 


1,319,048 
Which several sums make the ag- 


gregate amount, as stated in No. 
l,of - Se - - = $24,129,196 


Of the last item, it is probable, that a consider- 


able proportion will be yee during the year | 


1823, but it is impracticable to offer any other 
than a conjectural estimate of that proportion. 
The quarterly accounts rendered by the col- 
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coming due within the year, were not paid, the 
whole amount of duties which accrued within the 
year 1821, that were payable within that year 
will be ascertained. The same result may be ob. 
tained for the year 1822, as soon as the amount of 
the receipts during the year are ascertained. By 
when it is known that the average number of duty 
bonds annually liquidated is estimated at more 
than fifty thousand, the reason why no attemp 
has been made, since the organization of the Goy. 
ernment, to obtain the cases required by the res. 
olution, will be readily perceived. The benef 
which would result from the possession of the ip. 
| formation to be thus acquired, has, it is presumed. 
| been considered by my predecessors in office, noi 
sufficient to justify the Sher and expense which 
would be necessary to obtain it. 

If I have satisfactorily shown, that this infor. 
mation can be acquired only for the years that are 
past, it will readily be perceived that it is wholly 
impracticable to show the amount of the duties 
which are yet to accrue in 1823, that will be 
payable within that year. The most that can be 
| Offered in obedience to that part of the resolution, 

is a conjectural estimate of the amount. When 
there are no sudden or violent fluctuations in the 
/amount of importations, and of re-exportations 
| for benefit of drawback, it is considered safe to 
| estimate the receipts of the year ensuing the date 
| of each annual report, equal to the amount of duty 
| bonds outstanding and payable within the year. 
| Such an estimate is founded upon the presumption, 
that the receipts within the year from duties ac- 
cruing within the same period, will be equal to 
| the amount of debentures and expenses of collection 
chargeable upon the revenue of the year. If the 
1: . . 
| importations should fall considerably short of those 





lectors to the Comptroller, for settlement, present | of the preceding year, or if the amount of deben- 
in detail the amount of duties secured during the | ture, issued and chargeable upon the receipts of 
quarter for which they are rendered. They dis- | the year, should be considerably increased, the 
tinguish between bonds which are not due, and | receipts would necessarily be less than the amount 
those which are in suit; but, as they are entered | estimated. But, if the reverse of this state of 


in the statement in the order in which they were 
liquidated, they do not show the amount which 
will become due within twelve months from the 
expiration of any given year, nor within any sub- 
division of that period. They, however, present 
the dates of the bonds, and the dates at which they 
become due. By a detailed dissection of these 
quarterly accounts, it might now be ascertained 
what proportion of the duty bonds which were out- 
standing on the 31st day of December, 1820, were 
payable within the year 1821, and, consequently, 
what proportion of the duties which accrued in 
1821, were paid within that year. After the dis- 
section was completed, from the amount thus as- 
certained, should be deducted, ist. The amount 
of bonds thus becoming due, which were not paid 
within the year: and 2d. The amount received 
from bonds in suit previously to the year 1821. 
The difference between the amount thus obtained, 
and the total receipts from duties, during the year, 
will be the sum received from duties which ac- 
crued within the year; and if to this difference 


_ things should occur, the receipts would necessarily 
exceed the amount estimated. Such has been the 
case during the last year; the receipts have con- 
sequently considerably exceeded the estimates for 
that year. From the data in the possession of the 
Department at the date of the last annual report, 
the receipts from the customs, during the year 
| 1823, were estimated. The facts since disclosed, 
tend to confirm the correctness of that estimate. 
Statement No 4 exhibits the annual surplusses 
| of the Sinking Fund from the year 1817 to the 
year 1822, inclusive, and the estimated surplusses 
of the years 1823 and 1824. 
In reply to so much of the resolution as requires 
| me to state upon what principle the balances tha! 
| will accrue in the years 1823 and 1824, are dis- 
tinguished in the annual report of the 22d of De- 
'cember, 1822, from those of preceding years, | 
have the honor to submit the following facts and 
| observations. By reference to the several acts of 
| Congress, passed from the 4th of August, 1790, to 
the 3d of March, 1795, inclusive, providing for the 














should be added the amount of bonds taken for | redemption of the public debt, and creating the 
duties which accrued within the year, which, be- | Sinking Fund, it will be seen that no specific sum 
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RR SSS 
was appropriated to that object. The act of the 
Sth 0 y, 1792, and that of the 3d of March, 
1795, after making reservations of the public reve- 
nue for the discharge of the current expenses, ap- 
ropriate the priceeds of the duties upon imports 
and tonnage, and of other duties and taxes, of the 
sales of public lands, of the bank dividends, of the 
debts due the United States, before the present 
organization of the Government, and lastly of all 
the “surplusses of the revenues of the United 
States, which shall remain at the end of any cal- 
endar year, beyond the amount of the appropria- 
tions charged upon the said revenues, and which, 
during the session of Congress next thereafter, 
shall not be otherwise specially appropriated or 
reserved by law.” These two acts, and the act 
of the 4th of August, 1790, form, together, what 
has generally been denominated the Funding Sys- 
tem. In these acts, provision was made for con- 
verting the public debt into a funded debt; and 
the funds set apart by them for the payment of 
the interest, and redemption of the principal, of 
the public debt, in its new form, were declared to 
be vested in the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, in trust, to be applied to the redemption of 
the said debt, including such loans as might be 
obtained by virtue of the said acts, until the same 
should be fully reimbursed; and the faith of the 
United States was thereby “pledged that the 
moneys, or funds aforesaid, shall inevitably re- 
main, and be appropriated and vested as aforesaid, 
to be applied in the said reimbursement and re- 
demption in manner aforesaid, until the same 
shall be fully and completely effected.” 

The pledge, thus solemnly given, acquired ad- 


= ditional force from the circumstance of its being 


offered as an inducement to the public creditors to 
accept of the terms presented in those acts, which 
changed the nature and conditions of the then ex- 
isting debt. The sixteenth section of the same 
act, of the 3d of March, 1795, creates the surplus 
fund, and exempts from its operation all the funds 
appropriated to the Sinking Fund. This exclusion 
was the necessary consequence of the sacred char- 
acter given by that very act to the funds consti- 
tuting the Sinking Fund. This mode of reason- 
ing, and of viewing the subject, was adhered to 
until the change of the Administration of the 
Union in March, 1801. At the commencement 
of that Administration, several laws were in force 
which imposed taxes, the proceeds of which formed 
a part of the Sinking Fund, that were considered 
onerous, and consequently produced dissatisfaction 
in the nation. If the pledges made of their pro- 
ceeds to the Sinkin Fund placed them beyond 
the control of the Tenidlative authority, it was 
clearly perceived that the most odious system 
of taxation might be perpetuated against the de- 
cided will of the nation. The question was ma- 
turely examined, and the result of that examina- 
tion was presented to the nation in the provisions 
of the act of the 29th of April, 1802. The first 
section of this act appropriated so much of the 
duties on merchandise and tonnage, as, together 
With the moneys other than surplusses of revenue, 
Which then constituted the Sinking Fund, or 
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should accrue to it by provisions previously made, 
as would amount to the annual sum of $7,300,000, 
and which was declared to be vested in the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, and that it should 
continue to be appropriated and applied by them, 
until the principal of the public debt should be 
pactmeeeh and redeemed; with a proviso, that, 
“after the whole of the said debt, the old six per 
cent. stock, the deferred stock, the 1796 six per 
cent. stock, and the three per cent. stock, excepted, 
shall have been reimbursed or redeemed, any bal- 
ance of the sums annually appropriated by this 
act, which may remain unexpended at the end of 
six calendar months, next succeeding the end of 
the calendar year to which such annual appropri- 
ation refers, shall be carried to the surplus fund, 
and cease to be vested, by the authority of this 
act, in the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund.” 
By the provision here recited, the appropriation to 
the Sinking Fund was, in a few years after its 
date, subjected to the operation of the principle of 
the 16th section of theact of the 3d of March, 1795, 
which created the surplus fund. The only differ- 
ence between this and other appropriations, in re- 
Jation to the surplus fund, was, that it was subject 
to be carried to the account of it eighteen months 
sooner than other appropriations. The exception 
of the Sinking Fund, in the said section, from the 
operation of the principle established by it, was 
rendered a nullity, and virtually repealed. The 
act of the 29th of April, 1802, remained in full 
force until the 3d of March, 1817, when an act 
was passed, the first section of which repealed “‘so 
much of any act or acts of Congress as make ap- 
propriations for the purchase or reimbursement of 
the principal, or for the payment of the interest, 
of the funded debt of the United States.” It has 
been already stated, that the first section of the 
act of the 29th of April appropriated $7,300,000, 
and that a proviso to the said section directed, af- 
ter certain parts of the funded debt shall have 
been redeemed, any balance of that appropriation 
that might remain six months after the end of the 
year to which it shall refer, to be carried to the 
amount of the surplus fund. The act of the 3d 
of March, 1817, either repeals this proviso, or it 
does not. If it does not repeal it, the balance of 
the appropriation of ten millions, for the year 
1824, which may remain unexpended on the 31st 
of December, of that year, will be the only sum 
demandable by the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund in 1825, beyond the appropriation of $10,- 
000,000 for that year. If it does repeal the pro- 
viso, the question then recurs, what disposition do 
the existing laws make of the surplusses of that 
appropriation, since the 3d of March, 1817. It 
has been inferred, in the annual report to which 
the resolution refers, that they are subject to be 
carried to the account of the surplus fund, at the 
end of two calendar years from the expiration of 
the year to which such appropriations may sev- 
erally refer. This inference is founded, Ist, upon 
the fact that the exception in the section creating 
the Sinking Fund, having been rendered null, and 
virtually repealed by the act of the 29th of April, 
1802, is not revived by the repeal of the proviso 
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to the first section of the act. It is admitted, that, 


when an act is passed simply to repeal another, it 
has been contended by jurists, that an act simply 
a the latter act, is a virtual re-enactment 
of the provisions of the first act; but to apply this 
rule to an act incidentally repeating some pro- 
vision of another act with which its general en- 
actments are but slightly, if at all, connected, 
cannot, it is believed, be seriously supported. 


If, however, any doubt should exist upon this 
question, the consideration that the circumstances 
which led to the exclusion of the appropriations 
to the Sinking Fund from the operation of the 

rinciple upon which the surplus fund was estab- 
ished, were entirely changed by the act of the 
29th of April, 1802, is entitled to great weight. 
Since that act, the reason of the exclusion has 
ceased to exist, and the maxim of law, “ cessante 
ratione, ipsa cessat lex,” applies with full force. 
To consider the repeal of the proviso of the first 
section of that act as virtually reviving the excep- 
tion contained in the sixteenth section of the act 
of the 3d of March, 1795, would be in direct op- 
position to the principle of that law maxim. 

The question, however, wiil be submitted to 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, for their 
decision, whenever it shall occur, unless legisla- 
tive provision shall, in the interim, be interposed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Hon. P. P. Barsour, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, Feb. 4, 1823. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit the following 
statements, formed in pursuance of a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the United States, 
of the 9th of January, 1823: 


1. A statement of outstanding custom-house bonds 
for duties on merchandise, on the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1822, amounting to - - $24,054,599 

Of which, it is estimated, there will 
fall due and be payable in the year 
1823 - = «+ 17,351,660 
2. A statement of the balances of outstanding 

bonds, taken for duties on merchandise, and deben- 

tures issued for drawback on merchandise exported, 
commencing on January Ist, 1821, and ending on 

the 20th September, 1822. 

3. A statement, exhibiting the net amount of 
revenue which accrued from duties on merchan- 
dise, tonnage, &c.; of payments made into the 
Treasury, and expenses of collection of the same, 
on the 3lst December of the years 1816, 17, ’18, 
719, ’20, and 721. 

4. A statement of the whole amount of the un- 
expended balance of the Sinking Fund, distin- 
guishing each year since 1817. 

I am, with great respect, yours, &c., 
JOS. NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. Wa. H. Crawrorp, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Bonds for duties on merchandise, outstanding jy 
October, 1822, as per quarterly accounts currep; 
of collectors, (a) - -  - $23,911,732 y 

Schedules received of bonds taken 
for duties in the months of Oc- 
tober and November, 1822, (0) 3,648,913 ( 

Le, 

$27,560,645 qy 

Returns received of bonds paid in 
October and November, 1822,(¢) 3,431,449 

Estimated amount outstanding Ist 
December, 1822 - - - $24,129,196 


_—,, 
— eee 





Of which amount, payable in the 
year 1823, (d) - = = $17,426,257 0 


—_— 
— 


Amount of bonds estimated to be 
outstanding, lst December, 1822 $24,129,196 0 
Bonds payable in De- 
cember, 1822 - $2,339,055 00 
Bonds in suit, first 
December, 1822 - 2,818,427 00 
Bonds payable in the 
year 1823 - - 17,426,257 00 
Bonds payable in the 
year 1824 - - 226,409 00 
—————— 22,810,148 (0 
Difference - - $1,319,048 


——_ 


This difference consists, in part, of the bond 
given, without sureties, on a deposite of goods, 
being improperly included, in some of the ports, 
in the quarter yearly returns of bonds taken and 
discharged ; which deposite bonds, it will be seen, 
are included in the item of $23,911,732, which 
item has, therefore, been proportionably increased 
beyond what it ought to be; but the precise amount 
cannot be well ascertained, the bond accounts not 
being sufficiently explicit. 

To account for the whole of the difference ina 
satisfactory manner, is rendered impracticable, 
from the deficiencies in the returns already alluded 
to. It may also be observed that the correctness 
of the monthly returns made cannot be relied on, 
as they are not used in any settlements, but merely 
serve as a kind of estimates. 





(a) It may be proper to observe, in respect to this 
item, that, in some of the large ports, it includes bonds 
given without sureties, for duties on goods deposited 
in the public stores, for which duties, bonds, with sure 
ties, are given when the goods are removed, but the 
latter bonds only appear in the monthly schedules 
rendered to the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(6) The returns being incomplete, the actual amout! 
of bonds taken in the months of October and Novem 
ber, 1822, cannot be ascertained. 


(c) The same remark applies as well to this item 
to item (d.) 


Stat 
pay 
318 








1817 
1818 





1821 
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Outstanding Custom-House Bonds, §c. 











No. 2. 


~ g Is Statement, exhibiting the net amount of revenue which accrued from duties on merchandise, tonnage, §c., of 
1 795 payments "made into the Treasury, and of expenses of collection of the same, during the years ending on ‘the 
1732 0) Te See December, 1816, 1817, 1918, 1819, 1820, and 1821. 


























8,913 0 Years. | Net revenue. Payments made into |Expenses of col- 
— the Treasury. lection. 
0,645 0 -— 
14499 MBG «6 eC tClll ef 884,484,100 36 | $36,306,874 88 | $816,373 50 
a, 1817 - < ° ° . . ° - 17,524,775 15 26,283,348 49 | 744,810 66 
1818 - , . . ? - - - 21,828, 451 48 17,176,385 00 746,422 15 
9,196 09 1819 ° - 3 . . - - “7 17,116,702 96 20,283,608 76 | 782,925 40 
te 1820 - ‘ ? - ° - - - 12,449, 556 15 15,005,612 15 767,222 00 
ite 8 Oe 15,898,434 42 13,004,447 15 693,167 13 
O27 0 Taxasuny Department, Register’s Office, Feb. 4, 1823. 
rae JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
nits 9 No. 3 
A Statement, exhibiting the balances outstanding of bonds taken for duties on merchandise imported, and de- 
bentures issued for drawback on merchandise exported, commencing on the 1st of January, 1821, and end- 
ing on the 30th of September, 1822; prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 9h of January, 1823. 
1,148 0 | Be Balances outstanding. 
Tener eee PERIOD. 
1,048 00 
= Bonds. Debentures. 
| 
5 halt ae ner [a 
goods, i On Ist January, 1821 ‘ie i ee Se ee $1,772,365 
e ports, Ne On 3lst March, 1821 Bee le aot py a 15,974,669 1,396,137 
cen and On 30th June, 1821 - - - - - - - - - 17,046,019 1,474,555 
be seen, On 30th September, 1821 - - - - - - - - - 18,171,541 1,257,921 
, Which On 3lst December, 1821 - - - - - - - - - 18,983,864 1,047,013 
creased ge O2 3ist March, 1822 od, OS ae in a A on. 18,285,954 1,014,014 
amount On 30th June, 1822 CL Le er PS eS ee - | 21,904,178 1,272,297 
ints not On 30th September - - - - - - - - 2 23, 911,732 1,486,693 





tieable Taeasuny Derantment, Register’s Office, Feb. 4, 1823. 

: JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
alluded 

ae Amount of debentures outstanding on the Ist day of December, 1822 - - - - = $2,055,036 49 
Jed 00; HM} Amount payable in 1823 - -  - ee 
merely Amount of bonds in suit, December 1, 1822 : i a ee 
t to this No. 4. 

8 bonds 

> posited Natement of the appropriation of ten millions of doilars by the second section of the act to provide for the 
th sure- redemption of the public debt, passed 3d March, 1817. 

but the , 

hedules Payments, in 1817, of the principal and interest of the public debt - - - $12,830,108 52 
easuly. ——— ee 
amoun! Balance, being so much applied in 1817, in anticipation of appropriation for 1818 - $2,830,108 52 
Novem: Payments, in 1818, of principal and interest - — Fi 169, {891 48 
item # $10,000,000 00 


Ths 
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Outstanding Custom-House Bonds, &c. 





Siti 
yen, in 1819, of principal and interest - - : - - - $7,703,821 97 
Balance of appropriation for 1819, unexpended - - - - - 2,296,178 13 





——y 

$10,000,000 oy 

sopeetin, in 1820, of principal and interest - - - - - - $8,628,514 9 
Balance of appropriation for 1820, unexpended . - - - - 1,371,485 » 
$10,000,000 og 

——_ 

ao in 1821, of principal and interest - - - - - - $8,367,093 69 
Balance of appropriation for 1821, unexpended - - - - - 1,632,906 38 


—_— 


LL 
$10,000,000 0) 


Estimate of application in 1822 - - - - - * - 7,849,159 67 
Do. balance of appropriation unapplied - - . - - 2,150,840 33 


a  ) 

$10,000,000 0 

Estimate of application for 1823 - - - - - - - $5,602,000 09 
Do. balance of appropriation which will be unapplied - - - 4,398,000 0 


———___, 


$10,000,000 0 


ee 


Estimate of application for 1824 - - - - - - - $5,314,000 0 
Do. balance of appropriation which will be unapplied - - - - 4,686,000 00 
$10,000,000 00 


—_—— 


Balances of appropriation at the end of each year, brought down, 


viz: 1819 - - - - - - - $2,296,178 13 

1820 - : - - . - . - 1,371,485 72 

1821 - - - - - - - - 1,632,906 38 

1822 - - - - - - : - 2,150,840 33* 
——-—————— ss $7,451, 410 5 

1823 - - - - - - > - $4,398,000 00 

1824 - - - - - - - - 4,686,000 00 
2a 9,084,000 00 
Total estimated balance which will remain unapplied on the 1st January, 1825 - $16,535,410 00 








mepeiension for 1817 - - - - - - - - $10,000,000 0 
Balance, being in anticipation in 1817, of appropriation for 1818 __ - - - 2,830,108 52 





$12,830,108 52 


Appropriation for 1818 - - - - - . . - $10,000,000 0! 
Appropriation for 1819 - - - - - - . ‘ $10,000,000 0 
Appropriation for 1820 - - - - : - - - $10,000,000 & 
Appropriation for 1821 - - - - - - . ‘ $10,000,000 0 
Appropriation for 1822 - : - - - . r r $10,000,000 0 
Appropriation for 1823 - - - - - “ . . $10,000,000 t 
Appropriation for 1824 - - - . . . j ; $10,000,000 0 


Treasury DeparTMENT, Recister’s Orrice, January 31st, 1823. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register 


* This sum will be exhibited in statement F, of the report of the Commissioners of the’Sinking Fund, of tht 
ensuing week,—See ante, page 1291, 1292. 
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—. 
3,821 97 
6,178 13 
a, 
0,000 op 
—:! 
8,514 23 
1,485 79 
— 
0,000 0 
—- 
7,093 69 
2,906 33 


A, 
0,000 09 
9,159 67 
0,840 33 


—— 


0,000 0) 


2,000 00 
3,000 04 


),000 00 
1,000 00 
5,000 0 
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),000 00 
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MEMORIAL OF MASTERS OF AMERICAN 
VESSELS. 


[Communicated to the House, Feb. 19, 1823.) 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States in Congress assembled. 


The petition of the undersigned masters of 
American vessels, lying in the port of Charleston, 
South Carolina, showeth : 

That the mariners employed on board of their 
vessels are such persons as the laws of the United 
States require—native and naturalized American 
seamen; that many of these are free colored per- 
sons, native citizens of the United States; that, 
on the 21st day of December, 1822, the Legisla- 
ture of South Carolina passed an act, which not 
only deprives us of the services of our colored 
mariners, but subjects our vessels to a considera- 
bleexpense aud detention; and they have pro- 
vided, by the said act, that if any vessel shall come 
into any port or harbor of this State, from any 
other State or foreign port, having on board any 
free negroes, or persons of color, as cooks, stew- 
ards, or mariners, or any other employment on 
board said vessels, such free negroes and persons 
of color shall be liable to be seized and confined 
in prison, until the vessel they were attached to 
shall clear out and depart from the State; and, 
when said vessel is ready to sail, the captain or 
master of said vessel shall be bound to carry away 
the said free negro, or person of color, and pay 
the expenses of his detention; and, in case of his 
neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be liable to be 
indicted, and on conviction thereof shall be fined 
ina sum not less than one thousand dollars, and 
to be imprisoned not less than two months; and 
such free negroes and persons of color shall be 
deemed and taken as absolute slaves, and sold, in 
conformity to the provisions of the act passed on 
the twentieth day of December, 1820. That, since 
the passage of the act of 1822, several vessels, un- 
der the command of many of your petitioners, 
have arrived in the port of Charleston, all of 
which had on board, as cooks, stewards, or mari- 
ners, free persons of color, native citizens of the 
United States; that, upon the arrival of the said 
vessels in Charleston, they were visited by the 
sheriff of Charleston district, or his deputies, and 
all free persons of color, native citizens of the 
United States, were seized, (without a writ or any 
crime alleged,) and forcibly taken out of the ves- 
sel and lodged in the jail of the State ; that, there- 
upon, one of your petitioners, Captain Jared Bunce, 
of the Georgia packet, a regular trader between 
Philadelphia and Charleston, did appeal to a court 
of the State ot South Carolina for a habeas cor- 
pus, to inquire into the cause of the arrest and de- | 
tention of Andrew Fletcher (steward) and David 
Ayres, (cook,) both free colored persons, and na- | 
tive citizens of the United States; that the said 
writ being allowed by the said court, and the | 
sheriff having returned that they had been arrest- 
ed and imprisoned under the beforementioned act | 
of 1822, and a motion having been made for their | 
discharge, on the ground that the said act was | 
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contrary to the Constitution of the United States, 
and the court having determined that the said act 
was not unconstitutional, the case in question was 
removed, by appeal, to the highest tribunal of the 
State, where, after argument, the said court bein 
divided in opinion, the case was suspended, wal 
the prisoners were deprived of the relief for which 
they moved, and do still remain in confinement. 

The undersigned petitioners have therefore been 
induced to submit their grievances before the 
General Government, to relieve them from the 
effects of an act which they believe is in violation 
of the Constitution of the United States, and of 
the authority of the Federal Head. 

That the act in question does destroy the liberty 
of freemen, and regulates commerce by interfering 
with the freedom of navigation, and the employ- 
ment of seamen, must be apparent, when it is seen 
that the object of it is to expel from all vessels en- 
tering the ports of South Carolina all free persons 
of color. 

Your petitioners pray that the Government of 
the United States will interpose in their behalf, 
and will adopt such energetic measures as will 
relieve them from the situation they are laboring 
under, by exposing their free colored mariners to 
an unlawful imprisonment, and their vessels to 
an enormous and unnecessary expense and de- 
tention. 

Cuar.esTon, S. C., Feb. 7, 1823. 

Jared Bunce, James Church, 
William Brown, Reuben Cousins, 
Nathan Cook, William Cole, 
Stephen Perry, Thomas H. Robins, 
Geo. I. Prince, Joel Johns, 

C. Petham, Beriah Waite, 
Joseph Porter, Phineas Drinkwater. 
Charles Votee, Samuel York, 
Daniel L. Kurtz, Joseph Crawford, 


John Smith, C. E. Hammett, 
John Allen, W. W. Bentham, 
James W. Low, Thomas Bridges, 


Thomas Baker, 
Wm. Farnsworth, 
James Aney, jr., 
Francis Davis, 
Joseph Bowditch, 
Ozias Budington, 
Timothy Wightman, 
Elisha Beckwith. 


James Newell, 
John Taggart, 
Cyril Martin, 
Joseph Strout, jr., 
John Burrill, 
Nathaniel Foster, 
Wm. Morrill, 
Ezra Drew, 
Richard Girdler, 





An Act for the better regulation and government of 
free negroes and persons of color, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the honorable the Senate and House 
of Representatives now met and sitting in General 
Assembly, and by the authority of the same, That, 
from and after the passing of this act, no free 
negro, or person of color, who shall leave this 
State, shall be suffered to return; and every per- 


son who shall offend herein, shall be liable to the 


penalties of the act, passed on the twentieth day 
of December, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, entitled “An act to restrain 
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the emancipation of slaves, and to prevent free 
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 


rsons of color from entering into the State, and | That, from and after the first day of June next, 


or other purposes.” 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That every free male negro, or person of 
color, between the age of fifteen and fifty years, 
within this State, who may not be a native of 
said State, or shall not have resided therein five 
years next preceding the passing of this act, shall 
pay a tax of fifty dollars per annum; and, in case 
said tax shall not be paid, the said free male per- 
son of color shall be subject to the penalties of the 
act against free persons of color coming into this 
State, passed on the twentieth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That, if any vessel shall come into any port or 
harbor of this State, from any other State or for- 
eign port, having on board any free negroes, or 
persons of color, as cooks, stewards, mariners, or 
in any other employment on board said vessels, 
such free negroes or persons of color shall be lia- 
ble to be seized and confined in jail until said 
vessel shall clear out and depart from this State: 
and that, when said vessel is ready to sail, the 
captain of said vessel shall be bound to carry 
away the said free negro, or person of color, and 
pay the expenses of lis detention; and in case of 
his neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be liable to 
be indicted, and, on conviction thereof, shall be 
fined in a sum not less than one thousand dollars, 
and imprisoned not less than two months; and 
such free negroes, or persons of color, shall be 
deemed and taken as absolute slaves, and sold in 
conformity to the provisions of the act passed on 
the twentieth day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the sheriff of Charleston district, and each 
and every other sheriff of this State, shall be em- 
powered and specially enjoined to carry the pro- 
visions of this act into effect, each of whieh shall 
be entitled to one moiety of the proceeds of the 
sale of all the free negroes and persons of color 
that may happen to be sold under the provisions 
of the foregoing clause: Provided, The prosecu- 
tion be had at his information. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That it shall be the duty of the harbor master of 
the port of Charleston district to report to the 
sheriff of Charleston the arrival of all free negroes, 
or free persons of color, who may arrive on board 
any vessel coming into the harbor of Charleston 
from any other State or foreign port. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That, from and after the passing of this act, it 
shall be altogether unlawful for any person or 
persons to hire of any male slave or slaves his or 
their time; and in case any male slave or slaves 
be so permitted by their owner or owners, to hire 
out their own time, labor, or service, the said 
slave or slaves shall be liable to seizure and for- 
feiture, in the same manner as has been hereto- 
fore enacted, in the act im the case of slaves com- 
ing in this State, contrary to the provisions of the 
same. 


every free male negro, mulatto, or mustizo, jy 
this State, above the age of fifteen years, shal] }. 
compeiled to have a guardian, who shall be a te. 
spectable freeholder of the district in which saiq 
free negro, mulatto, or mustizo, shall reside, an, 
it shall be the duty of the said paeene to go be. 
fore the clerk of the court of the said distric; 
and before him signify his acceptance of the trys 
in writing; and at the same time he shall give 
the clerk aforesaid his certificate, that the saiq 
negro, mulatto, or mustizo, for whom he is guar. 
dian, is of good character and correct habits, 
which acceptance and certificate shall be recorde; 
in the said office by the clerk, who shall receiye 
for the same fifty cents; and if any free male pe. 

0, mulatto, or mustizo, shall be unable to cop. 

orm to the requisition of this act, then, and ip 
that case, such person or persons shall be dealt 
with as this act directs for persons of color con. 
ing into this State contrary to law; and the 
amount of sales shall be divided—one half to the 
informer, and the other half for the use of the 
State. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesnia, 
That, if any person or persons shall counsel, aid, 
or hire, any slave or slaves, free negroes, or per- 
sons of color, to raise a rebellion or insurrection 
within this State, whether any rebellion or insur- 
rection do actually take place or not, every such 
person or persons, on conviction thereof, shall be 
adjudged felons, and suffer death without the 
benefit of clergy. ~ 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Commissioners of the Cross Roads for 
Charleston Neck be, and they are hereby de 
clared to be, Justices of the Peace, ex-officio, in 
that part of the parish of St. Philip’s without the 
corporate limits of Charleston, for all purposes, 
except for the trial of causes, small and mean. 
In the Senate House, on the twenty-first day of 

December, in the year of our Lord one thous- 

and eight hundred and twenty-two, and in the 

forty-seventh year of the Independence of the 

United States of America. 

JACOB B. VON, 
President of the Senate. 
PATRICK NOBLE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





An Act to establish a competent force to act as a mu 
nicipal guard, for the protection of Charleston and 
its vicinity. 

Be it enacted by the honorable the Senate and Hows 
of Representatives now met and sitting in General As 
sembly, and by the authority of the same, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the board hereinafter named 
to engage a number, not exceeding one hun- 
dred and fifty men, to be embodied as a municipal 
guard, whose duty it shall be \. guard and protec! 
the district between the lines, and to the Cros 
Roads, when necessary, on Charleston Neck and 
the southern extremity of the city, between Ash: 
ley and Cooper rivers, by patrols and sentinels, 3! 





als 
up 
lin 
col 


the 


pa 


po 
all 





1303 


a 


——=—— 
foresaid, 
le next, 
tiZo, in 
Shall be 
be a re. 
ich said 
de, and 
> 20 be. 
district, 
€ trust 
£1Ve to 
he said 
IS Quar- 
habits, 
ecorde! 
receive 
ale ne. 
to con- 
and in 
e dealt 
or com- 
nd the 
f to the 
of the 


oresnid, 
el, aid, 
Or per- 
rection 
> insur- 
'y such 
hall be 
ut the 


yresaid, 
ads for 
by de. 
ici, in 
out the 
rposes, 
an. 

day of 
thous- 
in the 
of the 


nate, 


ives, 


a mu 
on and 


Howse 
‘al As- 
t shall 
named 
. hun- 
ricipal 
rotect 
Cross 
k and 
. Ash- 
els, at 


1309 APPENDIX. 1310 
Arwdeg the Militia of the West. 





oe eer — —————— — Se 
all times, by day and night, as the necessity may | when he makes his return, swear that the same 
require, and shall furnish any number of men_| contains a full and true account of all property 
which the police of Charleston, or the magistrates | held in his own right, or otherwise subject to the 
on Charleston Neck, may require, for the preserva- | above taxes; and the assessor shall make diligent 
tion of peace and the public security, in the same | inquiry of all houses liable to said tax. 
manner as the city guard of Charleston are used to| And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
do; and shall carry into effect the laws of the State | That the Brigadier General of the 4th brigade, 
and the city ordinances for the government of ne-| and the officers thereof, the Intendant and War- 
and free persons of color; but the members | dens of the city of Charleston, and the Commis- 
of said corps shall have no military power over the | sioners of Cross Roads on Charleston Neck, shall 
white inhabitants of the State. constitute a board, for the purpose of carrying this 
And be it further enacted by the authority afore-| act into full effect; appointing and displacing the 
wid, That the land and buildings now used as the | officers of the guard, and generally, performing 
tobacco inspection, be, and the same are hereby, | all acts necessary and proper to effectuate the in- 
invested in the board hereinafter constituted, and | tention of this act; and make and establish ail 
their successors forever, for the ee of being | rules and orders relative to said guard, not incon- 
fortified as an arsenal and guard-house, for the use | sistent with the laws of the land. 
of the municipal guard herein constituted: Pro-| And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
vided, That the same shall revert to the State, if | said, That when, in the opinion of the said board, 
used for any other purposes. the said guard is sufficiently organized to secure 
And be it further enacted by the authority afore-| Charleston and the Neck, the present city guard 
said, That the land on which the lines on Charles- | shall be abolished; and the inhabitants within 
ton Neck are located, shall be, and the same is| said district shall not be liable to patrol duty: but 
hereby, invested in the board herein constituted, | any military force necessary shall be ordered on 
and their successors in office, who shall sell the | duty by the proper officers of the militia. 
same in the most advantageous manner, and apply | And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
the proceeds to the erection of the suitable build- | That all enlistments shall be conditioned ; that no 
ings, on the site of the tobacco inspection, for an | enlisted man shall vote at any city or State elec- 
arsenal, for the deposite of the arms of the State, | tion; and any offender shall be liable to dismissal, 
and —, and for the use of the said mu- | and forfeiture of all pay and clothing. 
nicipa! guard. ., | In the Senate House, on the twenty-first day of 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, | December, in the year of our Lord one ov 
That the municipal guard, aforesaid, may be en-) gang eight hundred and twenty-two, and in the 


listed for any term not exceeding five years, and | forty-seventh year of the Independence of the 
shall be governed by the rules and articles of the! [United States of Raneaan 





United States Army, except that no punishment | JACOB B. VON. 

® shall extend to life or limb; and if, in the opinion President of the Senaie. 
of the Attorney General, it shall be necessary, the | PATRICK NOBLE 
assent of Congress shall be requested to the pro- | Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


visions of this act. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, | 
That, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of | 
said guard, a tax of ten dollars shall be, and the | ARMING THE MILITIA. 


same is hereby, imposed, on all houses within the asia 


limits so guarded, inhabited by negroes or persons | [poy of Colonel Bomford, on Ordnance duty, to the 
of color, as tenants ; also, a tax of ten dollars upon Secretary of War, relative to the number of arms 


all free male negroes, or persons of color, who ex- | wed ly t ly the Militia of the West. 
ercise any mechanical trade within the above lim- Foruary 24, a em 


its; who shall receive a license, which shall en- 
dure until the first day of January next succeeding 
its date, from the tax collector of St. Philip’s and 
St. Michael’s, and shall then pay said tax. And 
aay such person, who shall exercise his trade with- 
out complying with this law, shall forfeit one hun- 
dred dollars—half to the informer, and the rest to 
the support of said guard ; to be recovered in any 
court of competent jurisdiction, by action of debt; 
also, a tax, not exceeding twenty-five per cent. 
upon the general tax, upon all property within the 
limits aforesaid, to be assessed i the board herein 
constituted: all which taxes shall be collected by 
the tax collector of St. Philip’s and St. Michael’s, 


Orpnance Department, Jan. 8, 1823. 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the Senate, 
of the 23d ultimo, I have the honor to report, that 
“the number of arms annually required to supply 
the militia of the West,” is estimated at 3,500 mus- 
kets. This estimate is founded upon the following 
considerations, viz: the annual appropriation of 
$200,000 for arming and equipping the militia, it 
is estimated, will insure a product of 14,000 mus- 
kets annually, and defray all the incidental ex- 
penses of inspecting, packing boxes, carriage to 
the arsenals, and transportation to the respective 
States and Territories. That number of muskets, 
in the same manner as other taxes, and shall be| or other arms equivalent thereto, is therefore re- 
paid to the board herein constituted, for the pur-| quired for annual distribution to the whole body 
pose of defraying the expenses of said guard. And| of the militia of the United States; and it is es- 
all persons liable to any of the above taxes, shall, | timated that one-fourth of that number, 3,500, will 
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be required for the militia of the West. This pro- 
portion is founded upon the consideration, that 
such of the Westérn States and Territories, which 
wouid be supplied from the Western armory, con- 
tain one-fourth of the entire population of the 
United States. 

To ascertain “the probable number of arms 
necessary to be placed in the military deposites 
located on the Western waters,” the following 
facts and views are respectfully submitted : 

The total number of arms, in good order for 
service, now deposited in the several depots of the 
United States, is as follow, viz: 





Muskes - - - -  - 268,890 
Rifles - - - -+- + = 20,689 
Pistols - - - - - - 934,859 
Cavalrysabres - - - - 25,062 
Artillery swords - -— - - 7,762 
Total number in all the depots = - 


357,262 


Of the foregoing, the following are deposited in 
the depots of the West, including at Pittsburg, 
viz: 





Muskets - - - - - 35,968 
Ts tre ied eek We arin 
See ON pe en oe ee 
Cavalry sabres - - - - 10,567 
Artillery swords - - - - 2,464 
Total number in the Western depots 


65,854 


If the principle assumed with respect to arms 
for the militia be taken in this case also, viz., that 
the general stock of arms in the country should 
be distributed to the principal sections of it, ina 
ratio proportionate to the population of each, it will 
appear that the Western depots now require about 
23,500 stands, to give them a due proportion of the 
general stock. If this calculation be applied to 
muskets alone, which is the principal arms, the 
deficiency in the Western depots will appear to be 
about 31,000. 

The average number of arms which are manu- 
factured annually, under the provisions of existing 
laws, may be estimated as follows, viz: 

The product of the two National armories 24,000 
Made by individuals, on contracts for sup- 
plying the militia, under the law of 1808 14,000 





Total number now made annually - 38,000 








One-fourth of which is 9,500; which number, it 
is conceived, should be transported to the West, 
and deposited in the Western depots annually. 

There has been transported, from the Atlantic 
States to the Western States and Territories, from 
1812 to 1822, both years inclusive, the following 
number and description of arms. viz: 


Muskets - - - - - - 49,500 
Rifles - - - >. sy 
Pitels -. - +--+ +. = 13,900 
Cavalry sabres er 05 Se 


—<—<——— 


- 2,350 


Artillery swords - -— - 
Carbines eye thai: ade.» 500 
Total number transported to the West, 

during 11 years - - - = 85,418 


Equal to an annual average number of 7,765, 

From the foregoing statements it results, tha 
between seven and eight thousand stands of arms 
have been annually transported to the West, since 
the commencement of the late war; that aboy 
twenty-five thousand stands are now necessary jy 
be transported thither, in order to give the Weg. 
ern depots a due supply ; and that, to keep up that 
supply, nearly ten thousand stands must be anny. 
ally sent there hereafter. 

The amount which has been paid for transport. 
ing arms to the West, cannot be accurately ascer. 
tained. Heretofore the cost of transportation has 
been estimated at one dollar per stand, which was 
probably correct. But it is believed that, owing 
to the present improved state of the roads, and the 
general reduction of prices, arms can now be trans. 
ported for seventy-five cents each. 

“ The probable cost of manufacturing arnas in the 
West,” may be stated to be the same as the cost 
of the arms made at the armories now estab 
lished. Iron from the same works which supply 
the armory at Harper’s Ferry, can be delivered at 
any point on the Ohio river, for the same prices 
which are paid at Harper’s Ferry. Pit coal, char- 
coal, and gun stocks, can be procured in the West 
upon much better terms than at either of the pres- 
ent armories, Other articles would cost more in 
the West than in the Atlantic States. 

The wages of workmen, which forms about 
two-thirds of the cost of the arms, may be stated 
to be as low, at least, in the West, as on the sea- 
board ; for, it may be presumed that labor will 
eventually be cheapest where subsistence is most 
abundant and cheapest. 

The probable cost of erecting, at this time, on 
the “ Western waters, such an armory as that al 
Harper’s Ferry or Springfield,” may be estimated 
at $200,000, including the purchase of sites, mill- 
seats, and the erection of mill-dams, buildings, and 
machinery. This cost, however, will depend ma- 
terially upon the convenience and fitness of the 
sites which may be selected. 

It would require about three years to erect such 
an establishment. During the first year, little more 
could be done than to select the position, and t0 
make preparatory arrangements for a supply 0 
building materials. The sites could not be ex 
amined advantageously until late in the Summe, 
when the waters are low ; the season would thea 
be too far advanced to commence building. It's 
estimated that thirty thousand dollars would be 
sufficient for the expenditures of the first year. 

In reference to the expediency or inexpediency 
of establishing an additional armory, it may be 
proper to state, that muskets belonging to the Un 
ted States, at the commencement of the late wat, 
have been estimated at upwards of two hundred 
thousand stands, and that the number of muskets 
manufactured during the war was about sit!) 
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thousand. At the close of the year 1814, scarcely | the existing tariff of the United States is unjust, 
twenty thousand stands remained in the arsenals, | oppressive, partial, and impolitic, and loudly calls 
at efforts were made to procure an addi- | for a radical revision and correction. 


tiona suppry: ee Settee ceeieeas 1. We believe it wnjust and eppressive— 
r rms wo 0 ; : 
ear, the defictency o Because it taxes necessaries of life most exor- 


ost embarrassing consequences. ; . 
ae this seatemitit it appears that at least bitantly high, some of them used exclusively by 
two hundred and forty thousand muskets were ex- the poor, and eee low aoe ar 
; , tity nearly | Veniences, and luxuries, used chiefly and some o 
eae, Saree We late war; a quantity Beery | ios exclusively by the rich. 


roaching the number now on hand, as stated ; 
ri former’ part of this report. Thus, it is seen, r be — “n' a 7 yh i = 
that nearly eight years of peace have been required | “° lee th ta eens ag" at eng get ert 
to make Seal losses occasioned by a war of less | 2¢9S Of all classes, paying due regard to their own 
han three years’ duration. honor, and that of their country, will not only not 
' The great extent of seacoast and inland fron- oppose a revision and correction of it, but unite in 
tier, necessary to be defended in time of war, will ree eee ee that se halen 
render large distributions of arms to the militia | sae ' ns rg sooo aa il = id wae J ae 
and other new raised troops indispensable ; and it | ©" 5 a Soke ‘aalters j if eee ome ; 
is reasonable to presume, as well from past experi- | 0" S°4° vg ‘lar ve A vo ie dollar 
ence as from the nature of the case. that our re- | S¥8@t, one dollar; and on salt, about one dollar 
and eighty cents. These are all necessaries of 


sources will sooner fail in this respect than in any | }. ; 
other of our military supplies. Aad: as sO maak life. Three of them are used exclusively by the 
time is required to put into full operation an es- | POT, and, according to the practice of wise na- 
tablishment for the manufacture of arms upon a | "08S, and the dictates of reason, common sense, 
large scale, it will not be in the power of the Gov- and justice, ought to be admitted at low duties. 
emment, on a sudden emergency, to increase very The rich, deriving far more advantage than the 
materially the supply ; “ | poor from the protection of Government, and be- 
fa sould be deided co eaten an armory ng ate combate incomparaly mor in pe 
i is |! 9 UNS ‘ a 
in the Western country, it would be advisable to | ingly. It would, therefore, be unjént, evel “Ware 


advance it gradually, until it reached the extent | es 
of the present national armories. Five or six | the duties equal on both. What decision, then, 


years would be required for this purpose, because | must be passed on a system which taxes the poor 


; ; fifteen, and twenty-fold higher than the rich 
a sufficient number of experienced workmen could | '°®» Uiteen, y g ? 
not be procured in a shorter period, without ma- | and will appear oer as the noon day sun from 
terially deranging the operation of the armories the following detail? Gold and silver plate, jew- 


sv tatablished els, lace, lace veils, watches, &c., pay but seven 


‘he ola annanl product of arms, with an ad- | 04,2, elf per cent day; clock, its, sting 
ditional armory upon a scale equal to the present, | 2 ; P , cae 
Pi and Canton crapes, but fifteen per cent.; china, 
may be estimated as follows, viz : 
. elegant cutlery, girandoles, and lustres, but twenty 
Three national armories, twelve thousand dollars | per cent. ; and plated ware, fine muslin, and ker- 


each - a: aks nin BG, mae $36,000 seymere, broadcloth, Cashmere and merino shawls, 
The appropriation for arming and equip- Brussels carpets, &c., but twenty-five per cent. 

ping the militia - - - - ~- 14,000} We respectfully solicit your most serious con- 

—————- | sideration to this exhibit, being persuaded that the 

Total ‘ P 7 - $50,000 | tariff of no nation in the civilized world affords 


a more striking picture of oppression of the poor— 
partiality to the rich—or violation of the funda- 
mental principles of sound legislation. It appears 
that one hundred dollars worth of salt pays as 
much duty as seven hundred and twenty dollars 
worth of Brussels carpets, nine hundred dollars, 
worth of girandoles or porcelain, or twenty-four 
hundred dollars worth of plate. 
2. The tariff is partial in the extreme. 

A wealthy sugar planter, with an annual in- 
come of three, four, five, or ten thousand dollars, 
is, as appears above, protected in his bulky staple, 
of whieh the freight is very high, by a duty of one 
hundred per cent.; the tobacco planter, by duties 
all but prohibitory ; the cotton planter by a duty of 
thirty-seven and a half per cent.; and the farmer, 
by a duty of thirty-three per cent. on hemp, one 
hundred and fifty per cent. on cheese, and by 
duties averaging about one hundred per cent. on 
foreign spirits, to protect him in the market for 


[ have the honor to be, &c. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Lieut. Col. on Ordnance Duty. 
The Hon. J. C. Catuoun. 


MANUFACTURERS’ MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States in Congress as- 
sembled : 

The memorial of the Board of Manufactures 
of the Pennsylvania Society, for the encourage- 
ment of American Manufactures, respectfully 
showeth : 

That it is with extreme reluctance we feel con- 
strained, by a sense of duty to ourselves and to 
our common country, to undertake to prove, that 


17th Con. 2d Sess.—42 
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his grain for distillation, and in the sale of his brought into notice, that Merino wool was sold 
rye and apps whiskey, and peach brandy, while | previously to the war at seventy-five cents pe, 
all manufactures of flax are admitted at fifteen saad raised in 1814 to three and four dollars! 

r cent.; the great mass of those of iron, steel, | The extortion, if any, was therefore on the part of 
rass, lead, tin, pewter, china, pottery, and stone, | the sellers of the wool—and not on that of the 
at twenty per cent. ; and manufactures of cotton, | manufacturers of the cloth—as it is susceptible of 
(at or above twenty-five cents per square yard,) | complete demonstration, that the per centage of 


wool, and copper, at twenty-five per cent. profit was less on the high than on the low priced 
We respectfully invite your attention to the pre- | cloth. 


ceding view, and feel confident that the extreme| But this accusation could not come with the 
rtiality of these features of the tariff will not | least propriety from any other class of society ; 
controverted. as at that period they all enhanced their prices . 


late a Sk Si Tg proportion as the demand rose. The merchants 
3. The tari’ is manifestly impolitic. on the declaration of war, raised the prices of for. 


It is a maxim in political economy, consonant | eign articles, in many cases, sixty, seventy, and 
with the practice of the wisest statesmen, to admit | one hundred per cent. In the year 1816, when 
) 


raw materials, whereon the industry of a nation | as we have stated, this clamor was excited, and 
may be employed, and whereby its wealth and | when its operation was so severely felt, agricul- 
rosperity may be promoted, either absolutely duty | tural products underwent a gyeat rise. In 1814 
ree, or on easy terms. This maxim we have | cotton was thirteen cents per ib.; in 1816, it rose 
ourselves adopted in parts of our tariff, witness | to twenty-seven ; in 1815, wheat was one dollar 
hides, furs, block tin, &c., imported duty free. But | and twenty-five cents per bushel; in 1816, it ro 
in other cases, the duty on the cumbersome raw | to one dollar and seventy-five cents. But the 
material is equal, and in some near ly double that | case of tobacco is far more strong and striking 
of the manufactured article. Flax falls under the | and entitled to more weight, from the considera. 
first description ; cotton and hemp, under the s€c- | tion that among the most ardent accusers of the 
ond. Flax, which, from its bulk, is sub ect tO manufacturers, were to be found some prominent 
considerable freight, pays fifteen per cent. Linens | citizens almost wholly engaged in tobacco plant- 
of every kind, fine and coarse, Russia diapers, | ing, Tobacco in 1815, according to the Treasury 
damasks, thread stockings, and all other articles returns, was only ninety-six dollars per hhd. 
made of flax, as above stated, pay only the same | whereas it rose in 1816 to one hundred and eighty. 
duty. Cotton pays thirty-seven and a half per | five dollars. This is a rise, which, under no cir- 
cent. duty. Whereas cotton stockings pay but | cumstances, has ever taken place with manufac- 
twenty ; and fine manufactures of cotton twenty- | tyres, and must settle the question for ever in the 
five. Hemp pays a dvty equal to thirty-three per | mind of every honorable member of society. 
| 


cent. But hempen cloth, (except Russia and : 
2. “ Trade will regulate itself.’ “ Let us alone.” “I 


German linens, Russia and Hollaad duck,) pays ; ' ; / 
is wrong for Government to interfere with privau 


only twenty ; Russia duck sixteen; and Ravens val.” * Capital wi 
duck twenty-five per cent. To this part of our| Purswits or capital. Capital will always find its 
most beneficial mode of employment.” 


system, there are two equally strong objections. _s 
Whenever application has been made to Con- 


It is as partial as impolitic. 
We now proceed to notice some of the objec- | gress for an increase of the duties on imported 
tions to an alteration of the tariff. merchandise, Chambers of Commerce in different 
cities have used great exertions to prevent success; 
and have presented petitions, memorials, and re- 
monstrances, against the measure, on the ground 
that “trade would regulate itself,” and that “it 
ought to be let alone.” This course, we are sorry 
to say, for the honor of our country, was pursued 
with great zeal and ardor, even in the years 181), 
1818, and 1819, when desolation and destruction 
pursued the manufacturers, who were in vain strug- 
gling under all the disadvantages of inexperience, 
want of skill, and slender capitals ; and when 
nothing was wanting but the powerful protection 


1. Extortion. 


The clamor raised, and the hostility and other 
angry passions excited against the manufacturers, 
in 1816, for alleged extortion during the war, 
which was the principal cause of their being 
abandoned in the succeeding years to the ruin in 
which they were overwhelmed, requires serious 
consideration, as the same feelings and prejudices 
still prevail in certain quarters, generating jeal- 
ousy and alienation between fellow-citizens, who, 
having one common interest, “ee to regard each 
other with kindly sentiments. e hope to prove | of the Government, to foster their establishments 
the accusation undeserving of notice. We single , to a maturity of strength which would bid det- 
out, (as has been frequently done heretofore in| ance to foreign rivalship. Yet, by a strange w- 
vain,) the article of superfine broad cloth, which | consistency, these very Chambers of Commerce 
isa fairexample. Other articles will stand or fall | were seen, sometimes in the same session, praying 
with it. That species of cloth was sold before the | for counteractions, restrictions, and exclusions 0! 
war for seven or eight dollars—and was raised | foreign tonnage, as well as for special favors 
during the war to twelve, thirteen, and fourteen. | for “the regulation of trade.” Our statute book 
This was regarded as an instance of base extortion, | abounds with acts of the most exclusive and te 
and was the grand foundation of the obloquy then | strictive character in favor of our merchants— 
cast on manufacturers. But the fact was never} always sought for when in any way necessary, 
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and always granted when sought for. The sec- 


ond act passed by Congress, at its first session, 
had this object in view ; and it never has been | 
jost sight of since. We are, therefore, warranted | 
in saying that, “let us alone,” in the et 
language, strictly means to let the merchants im- 

rt and export whatever may suit their purposes, 
how pernicious soever it may be to the general 
welfare, or to the industry or happiness of any 
class of their fellow-citizens. But when their 
interests require it, the “ let-us-alone policy” is 
laid aside, and Government is loudly called on 
to interfere for their protection. We instance, 
from the great mass of this description, the law 
respecting plaster of paris—and those to coun- 
teract the colonial laws of Great Britain, and the 
navigation laws of France. We would ask, and 
it would be found difficult, without condemning 
this policy, to give a satisfactory reply—why 
the importation of ships should not be aliowed 
at low duties, to destroy the art of ship building, 
and blast the fortunes of the ship-owners, as well 
as that of cottons or woollens, to ruin the proprie- 
tors of cotton and woollen manufactories? With 
what propriety or consistency did the same Cham- 
bers of Commerce that solicited the Government 





| to force Great Britain to relax her colonial sys- 


tem for their advantage, use all their efforts to de- | 
bar their fellow-citizens from a small addition to | 
the duty on goods of which the importation was 
electing their destruction? Why, in one word, | 
should one species of industry and one class of | 
citizens be protected by every kind of restriction | 
that can be devised, and another species and class 
be subjected to the overwhelming competition of 
foreign rivals ? 

e beg leave briefly to state, that every nation 





in the civilized world, except Holland and the 
United States, imposes heavy duties on, or actu- 
ally prohibits, such articles as interfere with or 
destroy the domestic industry of the country. 
The four greatest nations in Europe (Great Brit- 
ain, France, Russia, and Austria) have systems | 
abounding with various restrictions. France pro- | 
hibits manufactures of steel, brass, copper, wool- | 
len cloths, wove cotton goods, cotton yarn, watches, 
clocks, &e. The prohibitions in the Russian | 
tariff amount to three hundred and ten articles, | 
embracing the important manufactures of iron, | 
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Memorial. 


It cannot possibly be supposed that we possess 
more wisdom, and have devised a more perfect 
system, than the oldest and most prosperous na- 
tigns in the wozld. But, if we refuse to profit by 
the salutary lessons and examples of the rest of 
the civilized world, it would be unwise not to 
profit by our own melancholy experience. 

We wish to recall to your recollection the aw- 
ful scenes of 1784, 1785, 1786, 1787,and 1788, when 
intense suffering and distress stalked through the 
land; when tender and appraisement and sto 
laws disgraced and dishonored the statute-books 
of one-half of the States in the Union; when 
civil war raised its bold front in Massachusetts ; 
and when our citizens were disposed to doubt 
whether all the boasted blessings of the Revolu- 
tion were not likely to vanish “like the baseless 
fabric of a vision.” 

To what was this shocking state of things ow- 
ing? To extravagant importations of foreign 
goods alone, whereby we were drained of our spe- 
cie ; a general paralysis produced ; and propert 
of every kind was sacrificed at one-half, one-third, 
or one-fourth of its former value. The merchants 
who were then, as now, in favor of the “ let-us- 
alone policy,” suffered in the general wreck, with 
the rest of the community. 

If from that dreadful period we direct our eyes 
to the disastrous years 1816, 1817, 1818, and 1819, 
when so much distress pervaded the land, we find 
the same causes and the same effects. We find 
that to the extravagant importations of 1815 and 
1616 nearly the whole of the sufferings of the 
country may be as fairly traced as any effect what- 
ever to its proximate cause. Those importations 
exceeded our means of payment by our natural 

roductions. The balance was paid in specie. 
The banks were drained—all of them obliged to 
press on their customers—and no small number 
to suspend specie payments altogether; and thus 
bankruptcy and ruin swallowed up thousands of 
our citizens, particularly in 1819. In this case, 
as in the former, the mercantile class largely shared 
in the general disasters. 

To the consequences of the enormous importa- 
tions of the present year we look with the most 
serious apprehension. They so far exceed the 
amount of the export of our productions, that, 
although we have remitted of Government and 


brass, steel, copper, wool, leather, silver, glass, flax, | United States stock, exclusive of stocks of various 
hemp, and cotton. England prohibits altogether | other kinds, within the year, above four millions 
avariety of articles, and imposes a duty of 172| five hundred thousand dollars—and exported six 
per cent. on printed linens; 104 on linen sails; 80 | or seven millions of specie more than we imported 
on glass; and 75 on China, earthen-ware, and | —we still have not, by some millions, met the 


manufactures of leather, skins, and furs. Sev-| 
enty or eighty enumerated articles, and all that | 


} are not enumerated, pay 50 per cent. 


Spain, Portugal, Prussia, Denmark, Sardinia, | 
weden, Mexico, and Peru, pursue the same sys- 
tem. The latter subjects to double duties “such 
articles as directly prejudice the industry of the 
country—such as ready-made clothes, white and 
colored leather, boots, shoes, chairs, sofas, tables, 
commodes, coaches, calashes, saddles, and other 
manufactures of harness, ironmongery wax, sper- 
taacet: and tallow candles.” 


demands of Europe on us for the fiscal year re- 
cently closed. 

It is an important truth, demanding the most 
serious and solemn consideration, that by those 
extravagant importations we hold specie pay- 
ments (so vitally important to the character, the 
morals, the happiness, and the prosperity of the 
country) by a very precarious tenure. Whenever 
importation greatly exceeds exportation, the bal- 
ance must be paid in specie ; and when that pay- 
ment goes to the extent it reached in 1784 and 
1785, and in 1815, 1816, 1817, and 1818, the con- 
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sequences in all future times, as in times past, 
must necessarily be tremendous. 

To our fatal experience of the ruinous conse- 
quences of extravagant importations, and the ne- 
cessity of controlling them by legislative interpo- 
sition, we can add that of Russia and Holland, 
which oug tat once to preclude all controversy 
on this subject, and to settle the question without 
appeal. Russia, which had prospered for a se- 
ries of years, under the restrictive system, made a 
total change early in 1820, abrogating its prohi- 
bitions and greatly reducing its duties. The con- 
sequences during 1820 and 1821, were fatal to its 
industry, —— wealth, and prosperity, which 
were most readfully impaired. The limits of a 
memorial prohibit entering into detail, and we 
shall only quote the pithy statement of the Rus- 
sian Government, dated March 23, 1822, when the 
“‘Jet-us alone policy” was wholly renounced— 
“ agriculture without a market—industry without 
protection—languished and declined—specie was 
exported, and the most solid commercial houses 
were shaken.” The whole invaluable document 
may be seen in our gazettes. 

he facts of this case are immensely important, 
and ought never for a moment to be disregarded 
by our statesmen. Narrow and illiberal views of 
this grand subject have assumed an hostility be- 
tween the different classes of society, and sup- 
posed that the promotion of the prosperity of 
manufactures, by protecting duties, would be per- 
nicious to lee aa and commerce. Nothing 
can possibly be more foreign from the truth. Their 
interests are identified. It is impossible that so 
great a national branch of industry as that of the 
manufacturing class can prosper or decay, with- 
out the other branches enjoying a portion of the 
prosperity, or suffering a portion of the decay. In 
confirmation of this plain theory, Russia found, 
as we have found by our own fatal experience, 
that although by opening the floodgates to foreign 
merchandise, and “ buying goods where they could 
be had cheapest,” manufactures and manufactu- 
rers may be the first to suffer, yet agriculture and 
commerce ultimately partake equally in the dis- 
astrous consequences. 

Holland is at present writhing under the con- 
sequences of the “let-us-alone policy.” Her tariff 
bears the same date as ours, 1816. It imposes 
very light duties. Since its operation commenced, 
her finances have failed—her industry is para- 
lyzed—real estate has fallen throughout the king- 

om (except at the Hague and in Brussels) one- 
third, and one-ninth part of the population of the 
most industrious country in the world is actually 
dependent on _ support for a living. 

n every other science but political economy, 
when a theory is broached, it is, according to the 
dictates of reason and common sense, subjected 
to the test of experiment; and if it cannot pass 
this ordeal, it is abandoned. It is melancholy to 
reflect, that in the grand science of promoting the 
happiness and prosperity of nations, this sound 
procedure is wholly abandoned ; and that so many 
of our most estimable citizens, yielding themselves 
to plausible but delusive theories, shut their eyes 





to the deleterious consequences produced in Spain 
Portugal, Ireland, Poland, Russia, and the United 
States, by the “ let-us-alone policy,” as well as tg 
the incalculable benefits derived by Great Britain 
and France, and the vact additions to their 
“wealth, power, and resources,” from the re. 
strictive system. 


3. The injustice of taxing the many for the benejt of 
the few. 

This phrase has been so often reiterated, that 
many of our citizens are impressed with an opin- 
ion that the manufacturers are but a “few,” anq 
form a very “insignificant” part of the commp. 
nity. In anaddress recently delivered by a mem. 
ber of an agricultural society, which has memo. 
rialized Congress against the applications of the 
manufacturers, they have been styled “the most 
insignificant and inconsiderable interest in this 
nation!” We deeply regret the use of such harsh 
language, so aah unlooked for, so wholly un- 
founded, and so well calculated to excite irritatiog 
and retaliation. The orator must have been ig. 
norant of the fact, that this “ most insignificant 
and inconsiderable interest” actually comprises, 
in the eleven old States, from Maine to Maryland 
inclusive, 1,064,742 souls, being 22 per cent. of 
4,839,738, the total population of those States; 
and about 1,349,000 in the whcle Union—being 
about one-seventh of its aggregate population. 
The manufacturers “ purchase from their agricul- 
tural fellow-citizens all the animal food, all the 
breadstuffs, four-fifths of the drinks, all the tim- 
ber except mahogany, one-third of the sugar, and 
ninety-nine parts in one hundred of the tobacco 
which they consume. Moreover, all the flax, all 
the hemp, all the wool, all the hides, all the skins, 
and all the furs, furnished by our fields and for- 
ests, find a ready market in the workshops” of 
this “ insignificant interest,” who are thus igno- 
miniously held up to the contempt of their fellow- 
citizens. In one word, the market this “ caste” 
affords its agricultural brethren is six-fold greater 
than the markets of all the world besides, and not 


subject to the destructive fluctuations of foreign | 


markets. 


4. The dangers of monopoly. 

It is asserted that protecting duties will afford 
the manufacturers a monopoly, and enable and 
induce them to impose on the public, by charging 
exorbitant prices. There cannot be any monopoly 
in this country. There is no power to grant one. 
Every species of industry, of whatever kind it may 
be, is open to every citizen, without exception. |! 
has been conclusively observed, on this subjett, 
by one of our greatest statesmen: “ When 2 do 
mestic manufacture has attained to perfection, 
and has engaged in the prosecution of it a com 
petent number of persons, it invariably becomes 
cheaper, [than the foreign article.] The internal 
competition which takes place, soon does away 
every thing like a monupoly, and, by degrees, '* 
duces the price of the article to the minimum 0! 
reasonable profit on the capital’employed.” Bu! 
we are not to depend on theory. e have the 
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Memorial of the Manufacturers of Cordage. 
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most satisfactory experience on the subject. The| materials, wages of labor, and profit of capital. 
objection is set at rest, by the experience of the} And, from the luminous circular letter of Crop- 
duties on yarn, coarse cottons, and nails. These} per, Benson, & Co., recently published, and the ac- 
duties are very nearly prohibitory; and so far| tual state of the production of cotton in all the 
from realizing thé gloomy anticipations of the| countries where it is cultivated, as well.as the 
consequences of prohibitory duties, those arti-| great increase of consumption, there is no doubt 
cles are furnished of better quality, and cheaper, | that the residue would have produced as much as 
than they were when foreign rivals enjoyed the| the whole has done. The price abroad has fallen 
market. by excess of exportation.* Nothing but a decrease 
is likely to raise it. And nothing but extending 
the domestic consumption can produce this de- 
crease. The interests, therefore, of the cotton 
lanter and cotton manufacturer are indissolubly 
identified ; and the general prosperity, wealth, 
power, and resources of the nation materially de- 
pend on the regulation of our policy with a steady 
eye to this identity. Cropper, Benson, & Co., 
expressly state that, by a decrease of the exporta- 
tion, our planters “ might sell their cotton at any 
price.’ What an important field for reflection 
on the immense advantages presented to us by 
bounteous nature, which welavish for the support 
of foreign industry and foreign Governments! 
These considerations might be advantageously 
extended to various other branches of our in- 
dustry. 
We could make large additions to this memo- 
rial, but we hope we have adduced sufficient rea- 
sons to prove, as we stated, that the tariff is un- 
just, oppressive, partial, and impolitic, and requires 
complete correction. 
Fis ieee of saiepling: All which is respectfully submitted. 
apes Signed by order of the Board : 

On this point very few observations will suffice. WILLIAM TILGHMAN, 
We impose 80, 90, 100, and 150 per cent., on teas, President Pa. Society for encouragement 
sugar, Wines, and spirits, without any apprehen- of American Manufactures. 


sion of smuggling. It is therefore highly incor- 2 7 
rect to magnify the danger of smuggling, to deter Attest: Henry Horn, Sec’ry pro tem. 


Congress from imposing duties of 30, 35, or 40 PHILADELPHIA, December 30, 1822. 
per cent. on manufactures. There is no body of 

merchants in the world more fair or honorable vviininaneiihiilicciads 
than ours, and it is a libel on them to suppose the 


existence of this danger. 3 MEMORIAL OF THE MANUFACTURERS OF 
Most of the observations we have hitherto offered CORDAGE. 


5. It will destroy the revenue. 


Our demands for the productions of Europe will 
increase With our population aad our prosperity ; 
and the tariff may, without difficulty, be so far 
modified, that the increased duties on the articles 
which we must continue to import, will amply 
compensate for any deficiencies that may arise 
from the diminution of other articles, for which 
our citizens will provide substitutes. Silks and 
linens, neither of which are at present manu- 
factured here to any extent, would afford an addi- 
tion to our revenues of probably one million of 
dollars. A variety of other articles might be 
pointed out, which would admit of additional du- 
ties. For a long time we cannot supply ourselves 
fully with cottons or woollens. It cannot be 
doubted, that an addition to the existing duties of 
124 or 15 per cent. on what we must continue to 
import, would amply compensate for the defalca- 
tion of the amount resulting from an increase of 
the domestic production. 


~S 





To the honorable the Senate and the House of Repre- 
to consider it on a grand national scale, so far as| S¢”éatives of ti United States in Congress assem- 
it affects the interests of a rising empire. We bled. 
will now present one feature of our policy, predi- The memorial of the subscribers, manufacturers 
cated on the national importance of this subject. | of cordage, of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
We have probably exported, this year, 135,-| respectfully represents : Sth aH 
000,000 pounds of Upland cotton. At 8 pence] hat your memorialists perceive, with concern, 
sterling per pound; which is the average of the | iT the scheme of the new tariff, submitted to your 
year in Liverpool, it amounted to £4,500,000, or | honorable body with a view to the effectual en- 
about $20,000,000. Had we manufactured 35,- | couragement and protection of American manu- 
000,000 pounds additional, and the increase in 
value by the manufacturer been but four-fold,* it) + The average price in Liverpool, in 1819, was 153 
would amount to about $20,000,000, the actual | pence sterling. That year there were only 205,000 
amount of the whole crop, leaving a national gain | bales imported from this country, The next year the 
of about $15,000,000 for rent, wear and tear of importation was 300,000 bales, and the price fell to 
— 13d. In 1821, the importation continued at 320,000 
* Very recent accounts from Great Britain warrant | bales, and the price fell to 1ld. This year the quan- 
the bolief that the increase is seven or eight fold. The | tity increased considerably, and the price has fallen to 
exports of cotton goods from Great Britain this year| an average of 8d. These are {facts which cannot be 
are about £23,000,000, or above $100,000, 000. too seriously considered by our statesmen. 


to meet and obviate sectional prejudices. But it 
does the subject great and manifest injustice not 
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factures, a proposition to impose an additional 
duty on hemp. 

our memorialists are utterly at a loss to con- 
ceive how an increase of duty on a raw material 
of indispensable use, will in anywise afford sup- 
port or encouragement to that branch of domestic 
——— wherein your memorialists are en- 

ed. 

he chief part of the hemp employed in the 
manufactories of naval cordage in the United 
States is imported from Russia, the agriculturists 
of which country have brought the article to 
such perfection, that all attempts of other na- 
tions, hitherto, to rival this material have proved 
abortive. 

Your honorable body need not be informed, 
that on the goodness of the raw material depend 
the perfection and success of the manufacture, 
and that it is the interest of all manufacturers to 
obtain their raw materials from those countries 
which furnish the best. Russia, incontestably pro- 
ducing the best hemp for the cordage employed in 
the equipment of ships, it becomes a question for 
the deliberation of Congress whether, by imposing 
an additional duty on hemp, the price of cordage 
will not be so much enhanced that the American 
merchant will cease to export it; and, whether he 
will not be even induced to procure the supplies 
for his vessels, when abroad, of those nations who, 
wisely pattem for every exigency in the pro- 
gress of their own manufactures, impose so low a 
duty on raw materials that their citizens are ena- 
bled to enter fairly into competition with their 
rivals of other countries. 

Your memorialists would respectfully beg leave 
to state to your honorable body, that the present 
duty on hemp, being about thirty-three per cent. 
on its original cost, is in their opinion much too 
great; and that, if it was reduced, the prosperity 
of the American hempen manufactures would be 
proportionably promoted, inasmuch as the conse- 
quently reduced price of cordage would encourage 
its exportation, which is now greatly limited ; 
and as the American merchant would thereby be 
induced to disburse that wealth for the equipment 
of his vessels in our own country, which now, as 
often as he conveniently can, his interest leads 
him to expend abroad. 

But should your honorable body think it not 
advisable to reduce the duty on foreign hemp, 
your memorialists would humbly remonstrate 
against the proposed exorbitant impost of fifty 
dollars and forty cents per ton on this, at present, 
indispensable article, in the full persuasion that 
Congress, in their endeavors to foster and protect 
our domestic manufactures, will deem that branch 
which your memorialists represent as not unwor- 
thy of their consideration and support. 

B. WILLIAMSON, 
W. B. MILNER, 
WILLIAM DAVIS, 
JACOB DUNTON, 
WILLIAM KER, 
GEORGE McLEOD, 
And others. 
PHILADELPHIA, Jan, 27, 1823. 
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THE CASE OF GALES & SEATON. 


[The following is the testimony annexed to y, 
Dwight’s report on the official conduct of the Prin, 
ers to the House of Representatives relating to the 
suppression of documents. Communicated to th 
House of Representatives, January 30, 1823. } 


A. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 21, 1993, 

Sir: In the Washington Republican of las, 
evening is an article, a copy of which we hay. 
the honor to annex hereto, impeaching the honesty 
of our conduct as printers to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

We are glad to meet this charge in a tangible 
form, unfounded as it is. Always holding ow. 
selves amenable to the authority of the House fo; 
the faithful discharge of our official functions, we 
ask of the House that it will do us the justice t 
institute a committee to inquire into the correct. 
ness of our conduct, herein impeached, with power 
to send for persons and papers, and report the re- 
sult of its investigation to the honorable body over 
which you preside. ; 

With the highest respect, we have the honor 
be your most obedient servants, 


GALES & SEATON. 
Hon. P. P. Barsour, Speaker, §c. 


The following communication we are induced 
to insert in our paper, not from any feeling of hos- 
tility to the respectable gentlemen to whom it is 
addressed—a feeling we are incapable of cherish- 
ing towards them—but because we think it du to 
them to afford them an opportunity of doing away 
with an impression which has been made on the 
minds of some members of the House, and which, 
if suffered to remain, may be disadvantageous to 
their reputation. 


Messrs. Gales and Seaton : 


GenTLEMEN : Influenced by the charitable prin- 
ciple of considering every man innocent until his 
guilt is proved, and knowing that presumptions, 
even the most violent, are not always to be relied 
on, it is the object of this address, which shall be 
short, to elicit from you explanations that are in- 
dispensably necessary to acquit yourselves of sus 
picions highly injurious to you, that have existed 
for nearly twelve months past. 

It will be recollected that, at the last session o! 
Congress, the House of Representatives adopted 
a resolution calling upon Mr. Crawford to exhibit 
a statement of his transactions with all those 
banks which had been made by him the depos- 
tories of public moneys received from the sale ol 
— lands. In conformity to which resolution, 

e made his report on the 14th of February, 1822, 
and accompanied it with numerous corroborating 
and explanatory documents, all of which the 
House ordered to be printed. You were the pub 
lic printers to whom these documents were de 
livered, and it was your duty to have printed 
them correctly; yet it is a fact, incontrovertible, 
that part of those documents, implicating Mr. 
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Crawford the most strongly, were suppressed and 
totally omitted in the printed document with 
which you furnished the House, professedly in 
obedience to its orders. Of this fact any gentle- 
man may be fully satisfied who will take the 
trouble to compare the printed document with the | 
one transmitted to the House by Mr. Crawford, 
and which is now in the possession of the Clerk. 
The latter also affords intrinsic evidence that the 
omissions were not accidental, for they are en- 
closed in black lead pencil brackets, which would 
seem to have been intended as a guide to your 
compositor. 

Strong as are the implications which those 
facts seem to warrant, and decided as your parti- 
ality for Mr. Crawford has been, I will not in- 
dulge the belief (at least until you have had an 
opportunity of explaining) that you could have 
reconciled it to yourselves to have sheltered him 
from a just responsibility, by so great a violation 
of the confidence reposed in you, and such a fla- 
grant contempt of the legitimate authority of the | 

ouse of Representatives, that no member thereof, 
however infatuated by party zeal, who feels the 
slightest respect for the dignity of his station, 
could, without dishonor, regard with indifference. 
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I feel myself bound by the direction of any proper 
officer of the House as to the mode of printing. 

I have an indistinct recollection that there was 
some direction in the margin to omit the passages 
stricken out, or marked ; but that would have had 
ny) additional weight with me. 


C. 
William Kerr, jun.’s depositeon. 

William Kerr, jun., testifies that he is an assist- 
ant in the office of Gales & Seaton; that certain 
marks, made with a pencil, in a document from 
the Treasury Department, containing information 
in relation to the banks in which the moneys re- 
ceived from the sales of public lands have been 
deposited, were not made by him, neither was the 
word “out,” accompanying those marks, written 
by him; the papers were received at the office as 
now marked with a pencil, with the exception of 
the paging, which was done at the office; and, in 
one instance, where the conclusion of a letter had 
been omitted by the compositor, the part thai iad 
been omitted is included in a circle, and the word 
“out,” in large characters, was written by me. It 
is my practice, when a compositor has omitted 
any matter, to mark the part omitted in this man- 
ner, and send it back to him for inserticn; and 


B. | the part thus marked, above referred to, will be 


George M. Grouard’s deposition. 

I am foreman for Gales & Seaton, and have 
been for eight years past. I receive the docu- 
ments, generally, through the messengers of the 
House: it is very rare that I receive any from 
Gales & Seaton. As soon as received, | num- 
ber and enter them in a check book, and put them 
under lock and key, where they remain till they 
are placed in the hands of the compositors. I am 
persuaded no person had an inspection of these 
documents but myself. 1 noticed there were sev- 
eral erasures in these documents when I received 
them. It is my invariable practice to omit all the 
paragraphs erased, marked, or crossed. The marks 
and brackets alluded to were not made in the of- 
fice. The paging was made at the office, as also 
the figures in the margin, to assist the compositor ; 
and the word “ out,” in pencil, in the margin, was 
made, as I suppose, by my assistant, as an indica- 
tion to the compositor to omit the paragraph 
against it. There was no reason for omitting the 
particular paragraph which did not apply to all 
the omissions. No hint was given to me to omit 
the paragraph from any person. 

I never knew Messrs. Gales & Seaton to in- 
sert a word, or leave out a word, or wish me to 
insert any word, or omit any word, which was 
ordered to be printed or omitted. If original 
documents are sent to the Clerk of the House by 
the Departments, they are sent to the office with- 
out being copied. The different Departments have 
no particular mode of indicating what they wish 
to have omitted. 

I do not recollect that any of the other Depart- 
ments have ever sent original papers with white 
paper pasted on any paragraph. I never read any 
of the passages erased in this case. 


found in the printed document. If any part of the 
copy sent to the office to be printed is crossed with 
a pen or pencil, as in the above document, I should 
understand such cross to mean that that part was 
not to be printed ; and it isan invariable rule toomit 
all passages thus marked. Neither Mr. Gales nor 
Mr. Seaton gave directions to omit these passages, 
nor, to my knowledge, did they ever know that 
said passages were omitted. We considered it a 
thing of course ; and, therefore, they were not con- 
sulted on the subject. All copy sent down from 
either House of Congress is put into the hands of 
Mr. Grouard, the foreman, or into mine; and, if 
not immediately put into the hands of the com- 
positor, is placed under lock and key. Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton never concern themselves about 
the copy, further than to hasten the publication of 
some particular document, when it has been inti- 
mated to them at the House that it is in a hurry. 
They trust altogether to their foreman. 

It is my impression that, during the last session 
of Congress, a document was received from the 
Treasury Department, through the House of Rep- 
resentatives, accompanying which was a direction 
to omit some part of it; and, as several erasures 
were made in this particular document, Iam of 
opinion that this was the one. I cannot, however, 
speak positively on this point. I think the instruc- 
tions were written with a pencil on the margin. 
We sometimes receive instructions, relative to the 
printing, from the officers of the respective Houses, 
but these instructions are written notes. I should, 
however, have considered it my duty to obey the 
instructions of Mr. Dickins, or any clerk having 
authority to give them in any department of the 
Government, from which documents might be re- 
ceived for publication. It is not in my power to 
single out either Mr. Dickins or any other indi- 
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vidual from whom said instructions might have 
been received; but, without particular instruc- 
tions on the subject, the marks made with a pencil 
were sufficiently imperative. Any instructions 
received would necessarily have passed through 
the hands of Mr. Grouard before coming into mine. 
Original documents are sometimes sent from the 
Departments to Congress, when they have not 
time to prepare copies. 

[ have never had any conversation with Mr. 
Gales or Mr. Seaton on the subject of these papers, 


D. 


Testimony of Mr. Burch, deputy clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 


Mr. Berry, of the Clerk’s office, informed me 
that he was directed by Mr. Cook to make him a 
copy of the letter marked A 5, and asked me 
whether he should put in the copy the paragraph 
enclosed in brackets and crossed with a pencil- 
mark, informing me, at the same time, that Mr. 
Cook wished the copy certified. I told him to 
make an exact copy. I think this was since the 
1st of January. 

I took the copy and marked it with a pencil, 
exactly after the manner of the original. The 
certificate stated the original to be marked with 
brackets and pencil. I delivered the copy to Mr. 
Cook. 

I have seen papers, repeatedly, within the last 
twenty years, transmitted to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which were marked in various ways. 
I will uct undertake to particularize them at this 
time, or to state from what Department; but I be- 
lieve it has not been cenfined to any particular 
Department. I will, however, mention the De- 
partment of State more particularly. I remember 
that, in some instances, requests came from the | 
Executive Departments that certain papers trans- 
mitted to the Hoes might not be priv'cd, more 
particularly during the late war; as, in 2'l cases 
of publication, the papers never failed to tind their 
way to the enemy, and he thereby became too in- 
timately acquainted with our concerns and situ- 
ation. 

I consider the several marks shown me to be a 
peremptory order to the printer to leave them out 
of the printed copy. 

I frequently give instructions as to the printing 
bills, and as to documents; but the instructions 
never go beyond the order of the House. When 
the House orders the printing of a document gen- 
erally, we never undertake to order a part to be 
suppressed. When the House orders parts of 
papers to be printed, the papers to be excepted 
are either taken out and retained in the office, or 
are legibly marked and labelled “ not to be printed-” 

When Messrs. Gales & Seaton first became 
printers, Mr. Seaton directed all documents which 
were to be printed to be sent to their foreman, and 
all instructions to be given him. The name of 
Mr. Grouard was given to us by Mr. Seaton as 
the person to whom we were to make communi- 
cations upon the subject of printing. I have sel- 
dom, if ever, addressed directions or communica- 


tions directly to Messrs Gales & Seaton upon the 
subject of printing. 

I never econ ke late Clerk, Mr. Dougherty to 
make any marks other than those which he wa, 
authorized and directed to do by the order of th 
House ; nor do I believe he made those in question, 





James Barron’s testimony. 


I am messenger in the office of the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, and have been for sey. 
eral years past. When I am ordered to cay, 
documents, I am ordered to deliver them to My. 
ecnard, if present; and if not, to lay them on his 
table. 


E. 
Mr. Dickins’s deposition. 

Asbury Dickins, clerk in the office of the See. 
retary of the Treasury, testified, that all the papers 
in relation to banks, and the deposites of money 
in said hanks, are in my hands. The general prac. 
tice is to transmit copies when papers are called 
for. When business presses, we are obliged to 
send the originals. When copies are made, they 
are made of the whole correspondence, unless 
there may be some things improper to be commu. 
nicated. It is the general direction of the Seecre- 
tary, when information is called for, to give every 
thing that relates to the subject. 

The papers, after selection, are laid before the 
Secretary ; and, in this case, he directed me to 
collect every thing in the office relating to the 
subject; they were selected, and submitted to his 
inspection. In this case, from the urgency of it, 
I took the originals and rough drafts. 


Those psmages which seemed to have no refer- 


ence to t 
pencil. 

I have no recollection of having marked the 
perenne passage suspected; and did not recol- 

ect there was such a passage. I only marked 
three passages, and them I recollect from the sub- 
ject. 

ist. 16. The three last lines but one on page 
1i4, I marked as omitted. The reason for mark- 
ing this was, that it did not, in my opinion, relate 
to the subject; aud implicated one who had been 
a public officer. 

2d. L 5. The four last lines in page 148 erased, 
and the five lines on the next page ; I crossed them 
as not relating to the subject of the call; and they 
referred to another and distinct letter. 

3d. Was in a letter from Farmers and Mechan- 
ics’ Bank of Indiana to the Secretary. 

F 6. I marked to be left out the three last lines, 
as implicating the credit of two banks, and as not 
relating to the subject of the call. 

M 5. The papers pasted over a part of the let- 
ter were not with a view to suppress the informa- 
tion; but, as it had no relation to the subject of 
the resolution, and was in relation to a quarrel be- 
tween the Bank of Tombigbee and the branch 
Bank of the United States at Savannah, | though! 
it not proper to be communicated. 

I now recollect the above passages, because | 


e subject of the call, I marked witha 
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ea ES Te 
then thought, and still think, the information | had any conversation with Messrs. Gales & Sea- 
ought not to have been communicated, and would’| ton, or any person in their employment, in refer- 
be injurigus to the parties if published. ence to the suppression of parts of papers in the 
[have no recollection of the letter A 5, and | printing. 
should not have made the marks to exclude the| I think the Secretary would, if particularly re- 
information, because I did not think it ought to | quested, communicate these monthly statements 
have been concealed. — of the banks to the House. 
I see no reason why it should be concealed. I} [I cannot say that I did not make the marks upon 
made the mark of the word “out,” in the margin | the letter A 5, but I gave yesterday the reasons 





of letters I 6, L 5, F. 6. why I think I did not. 

The whole of these transactions I was acquaint- There never have been any documents trans- 
ed with at the time. The papers originally passed | mitted from the Treasury which were marked as 
through my hands. ; not to be printed before this time. 

The papers remained some time before the Sec-| _[ should think the marks I made a sufficient di- 


retary, while he was making the report, after I | rection to the compositor not to print the parts 
gave them to him, before he communicated them | included between them. And I think that, if the 
tothe House. | Secretary should have been of opinion that what 

The Steubenville Bank was solvent at the time | | had marked ought to be printed, he would have 
of deposite. ‘The Government has lost nothing by | erased my marks. 
that bank ; it now has deposites of public moneys,| The Secretary and myself had no particular 
and is solvent. consultation on the subject of these papers. 

I never knew any mark or erasures to be made| The paragraph in A 5 does relate to the subject 
by Mr. Crawford on papers to be communicated, | more than many others, and, I think, ought to 
alter I had made such as J thought proper to make. | have been communicated, though unimportant. 
After the report had been sent to the House, | Sa: -M Pareeriige 
recollected that I had omitted the reference to one | TRA SOP re 
of the documents which now appears in the re-| Mr. Dickins repeats the impression that he did 
port, and came to the House and found the report | not mark the paragraph in A 5. It was not his 
had been read, and applied to Mr. Burch for the | intention to mark it, and he thinks he did not. 
report and documents. He went into the House,,| The word “out” was written by him upon all 
and said the report was not on the Clerk’s table, , the three letters in his first evidence particularly 
and he supposed some member had taken it to read. | mentioned. 

He went into the House again, and said he could | When the correspondence with these banks was 
not find them. While I was waiting Mr. Cook | received, I filed away the whole of it. 
came, with the report in his hand, and gave it to| Ido remember having referred to A 5 after it 
Mr. Burch, and asked for the documents. ¢ Mr. | was received, and before it was communicated, 
Burch handed to him a sealed packet, which was | for the purpose of making the reference which 
the same I had sealed at the Treasury. Mr. Cook | now appears upon if In red ink. 

broke the seals, and began to look over the papers, Many documents remain, without being filed 
and said, “I suppose I may take them to my room.” | away in the office, for some time after they are 


Mr. Burch assented, and Mr. Cook took {them | received. 
away. I then put in the reference (+) which} When the call was made, I looked over all tie 





| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
i 
| 
' 


now appears on the report. | letters, filed and unfiled, relating to the subject. 
Since the first call, I do not recollect having 
Fripay Morning, January 25. | found any additional letters relating to this sub- 


Mr. Dickins re-ewamined.—T he paper contained | ject. 
in A 8 was a confidential communication from} The documents communicated under the second 
the Bank of Steubenville of the state of the bank, | call were not laid before the Secretary on the first 
which is made once a month by each bank, in | call. \ 
which the private affairs were stated, and agreed | In the letter A 2, although there is a paper 
by the Secretary to be confidential. | pasted over a part of the original memorandum, 
The handwriting on A 5, in red ink, is mine. | yet the letter was communicated as it was origi- 
Ido not know when made, but I think it was | nally sent to the cashier of the Bank of Steuben- 





made when the subsequent letter of May 1 was | ville. ‘ 
ol in relation to Brownville and Mount | F. 

easant Batks. Bit di 

This letter of the Ist of May is not communi- Testimony of the Honorable William H. Crawford. 
cated, as will be seen by the printed documents. I made no marks of any kind upon these papers, 


B 1.—The red ink is in my own handwriting, | and know of no practice in the office which has 
and was made at the time the correspondence was | ever authorized the marking of parts of original 
prepared for the House. letters, in order that they may not be printed. No 
_ I made the brackets in F 6; and made the red | such practice has prevailed, within my knowledge. 
ink brackets in B 1. I have not seen the papers, | I haye no recollection that any marks were made 
since they were communicated to the House, until upon these papers, but have an indistinct recol- 
yesterday, with the exception of seeing them in | lection that Mr. Dickins stated something to me 
the presence of Mr. Burch and Mr. Cook. I never | in relation to the correspondence with the Bank 
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of Missouri, which affected the receiver at that! tained as a copy, and sent to the House with i), 
place. I gave no instructions to Mr. Dickins to! report. This is the circumstance which produced 
mark any part of the papers; nor have | ever | the paragraph in the letter of the cashier, whic) 
given him a general direction to mark any par-| was omitted in the printing of the letter, and whic; 
ticular passages. There might have been marks | omission is now the subject of investigation. 
and erasures in the documents submitted to me by | 
Mr. Dickins, which oe ae notice, as a G. 
attention was more particularly directed to the . : gg 
contracts than the ocmasiadacied. In framing | Tha tatimong of en Of the House v 
the report, my attention was not particularly | ee 
attracted to the correspondence, as it contained | When the report was sent to the House, I move 
nothing important for that purpose; the mate-| for its printing, and the whole of the documents 
rial facts being comprehended in the contracts| Mr. Taylor, of New York, moved a division oj 
and the statement furnished from the books | the question. The report itself was then ordere; 
kept by Mr. Dickins, which showed the amount | to be printed, and the motion to print the docy. 
deposited in those banks, and the sums paid by | ments was laid upon the table. The documents 
them. I have no recollection of the letter pasted | were taken to the Clerk’s office. I then weg, 
over. there, and found them yet sealed. In the pres- 
There is nothing in the paragraph suppressed | ence of the Clerk and Mr. Dickins (who wa 
which I should have wished to be withheld from | waiting to make some correction, as I understood, 
the House. If I then knew any part of the corres- | in the report,) I broke the seal, and, finding the 
ndence had been marked,I do not nowrecollect it. | documents too numerous to read in any short 
never sanctioned the omission of any part of the| time, I asked permission to take them away. | 
correspondence. Mr. Dickins is not the chief clerk; | was granted, and I took them to my room, where 
Mr. Jones is the chief clerk, and calls for records | I particularly examined those which referred . 
or files of the office are generally referred to him, | the Banks of Missouri and Vincennes. It wa; 
with directions to examine and collect all that are | the abuses which I believed had taken place in re- 
embraced by such catls; but, in this case, I think | lation to those banks that induced me to make the 
Mr. Dickins was the person to whom the refer- | call. 
ence was made. | Ivery slightly examined some other papers; 
I never had any communication, direct or indi- | some of them I did not look into at all. I brought 
rect, with Gales & Seaton, as to the manner in | the papers back to the House, either on Sunday o: 
which they discharged their official duty, in this | Monday, as I believe; and, after the report wa 
or any other case. | printed and laid on the tables of the members, | 
It is usual, when resolutions require information | moved to take up the motion to print the docv- 
which the records or files of the office afford, to | ments, which was agreed to, and they were order- 
send copies ; but when there isa press of business, | ed to be printed. 
the originals are sometimes sent, as in the present} In the examination which I gave the papers 
case. | before they were printed, I do not remember that 
The difference in the sum mentioned by the | I saw any marks on any of the papers, nor the 
cashier of the Bank of Steubenville, and that in | paper pasted on one of the letters. That part o/ 
my letter of the 12th March, 1819, may be ex-| the correspondence, however, I feel quite sure! 
lained by referring to the original draught of that | did not look into at all. 
etter, now in possession of thecommittee. Owing| There was nothing in the information | had, 
to some differences with the officers of the United | which induced me to move the call, that led me 
States Branch Bank at Pittsburg, the cashier, in | to examine with any minuteness the affairs of the 
his letter of 13th February, 1819, requested that | Steubenville Bank; but my impression is, tha! 





the sum of $24,568 51, then in the possession of | correspondence being in front of all others, that! 
the Branch Bank, might be considered as due di- | did glance through it; and I think I read the let- 
rectly to the Treasury, and that it might not be | ter A 5, but I have no recollection of seeing the 
collected through that office. The original draught | pencil marks upon it at that time. The kind ol 
of the letter, in the possession of the committee, | examination I gave this part of the correspond: 
directs that sum to be credited to the Treasurer | ence was such, however, that my attention mig! 
on the books of the bank. Just before the date of | not have been fixed upon these marks ; and this 
that letter, the whole of the special deposite had | the more probable, because I do not remember \ 
been transferred to the Bank of Columbia. When | have noticed the marks on the letter from the 
my letter was carried out to be copied, Mr. Dick-| Bank of Missouri, which Mr. Dickins says W® 
ins, who keeps the bank accounts, came to me| marked by him before the papers were sent to the 
and stated that there was about $18,650 44 of | House. 

the notes of the Bank of Steubenville in the! Messrs. Gales & Seaton had furnished me(! 
possession of the Branch Bank at Chilicothe, and | believe, at my request, though I am not certail,) 
which had been also transferred to the Bank of} with the different forms of the printing as the) 
Columbia, and proposed that the same direction | were struck off, and I read them as the printids 
should be given as to thatsum; which I assented | went on. In reading that part which relates to the 
to, and directed my letter to be modified accord- | Bank of Vincennes, I was under an impression tha! 
ingly. The original letter, thus modified, was re_! a typographical error had been made in printi0 
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the amount of money in the Vincennes Bank. In 
order to ascertain whether it was so, I sent for the 
original documents; and, when passing through 
the documents to get to those relating to that 
bank, my attention was first called to the pencil 
marks on A 5. After satisfying myself on the 
subject of the supposed error, I then adverted 
to te printed letter A 5, and found that that part 
of the letter over which the pencil marks were 
made was omitted; which was before my second 
call. I feel very certain that 1 did not make 
those marks, nor do I know when, where, or by | 
whom, they were made. The particular character | 
of the omitted passage induced me, some short 
time after, when in conversation on the subject 
of these bank transactions, to speak of it; and I | 
think I am not mistaken in saying that I spoke of 
it in that way to the Hon. Hugh Nelson, a 
Representative from Virginia, and to Mr. Moore, 
of Alabama. I was not under the impression that | 
the marks for omission were made by Gales & 
Seaton, and did not mention it to them; nor did 
I think the omission so important as to make | 
any inquiry of the Secretary of the Treasury, or | 
to make any motion or proposition in the House | 
on the subject. 
I was induced to make the second call, because 
the documents sent to the House, in answer to the 
first call, referred to several letters and documents 
which I thought ought to have been sent with | 
them, but which were not ; and because I believed | 





show the motive of the connexion, in the manner in 


which it existed, between the Treasury Depart- | 


ment and those banks. When the answer to the 
second call was sent to the House, I was, induced, 
for similar reasons, to makea third call, by a reso- 
lution, which was adopted on the last day of the 
session, but which remains unanswered. 

I obtained a copy of letter A 5 during the pres- 
ent session, for prudential reasons, with which 
the honorable Mr. Edwards, of Connecticut, is 
acquainted, and which he will state to the com- 
mittee. The wy was obtained on the 9th of the 
present month. I handed this letter to a friend, a 
member of Congress, whose name I decline stat- 
ing. The copy went into the hands of several 
members of Congress, who wished to see it, with 
my consent. It was first handed to one of the 
gentlemen, who suggested the propriety of getting 
other members to inspect the original, or of ob- 
taining a certified copy with a fac simile of the 
pencil marks, and which was to guard against the 
possible loss of the letter, and the consequent pos- 
sibility of the fact of the omission resting upon 
my statement only. 

I did not communicate the copy of this letter to 
the editor of the Washington Republican; nor did I 
make any of the communications signed A. B. in 
the Washington Republican; nor had I any agency 
in Writing, or publishing, or causing to be written, 
either of those communications, unless the pro- 
curement of the copy, and permitting it to go into 
other hands, had that effect. 

_ I know from information who the author is, but 
it was communicated to me in confidence, and I 
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therefore decline giving his name. I did not de- 
rive this information from the person who I 
understood made the communication, but from 
another person. I understand they are not made 
by the person to whom I handed the copy of the 
letter. Iam informed the communications are 
made by a member of Congress. I disclaim all 
agency in causing those publications to be made, 
other than such as I have mentioned; nor did I 
procure the copy of the letter for the purpose of 
publication, nor did I hand it over for that purpose. 

I had a conversation with Mr. Agg, who is re- 
porting the proceedings of Congress for the Wash- 
ington Republican. The conversation was intro- 
duced by himself, and was confined to the fact of 
the omission in the printed letter A 5. I told him 
there was such omission. The conversation took 
place in the House of Representatives, and after I 
had obtained the copy of the letter from the Clerk. 
Mr. Agg seemed to be apprized of the existence 
of the copy, but he had not been apprized of it by 
me. This is the only conversation we ever had 
on this subject, and I think I have substantially re- 
peated the whole of it. My attention, in examin- 
ing the documents previous to their being printed, 
was principally confined to the amount of money 
in the Banks of Missouri and Vincennes, and the 


| nature of the arrangements between them and the 


Treasury Department. 
H 


Deposition of Mr. Edwards, of the committee. 
‘hat those letters would afford important light to | Se oe Ae ae 


| Mr. Edwards, of the committee, states, that he 
| was present when Mr. Cook made the statement 
that this paragraph was omitted, and déemed to 
| be important. 
He had seen the letter, and examined it; said 
it was marked so as to be omitted in the printing. 
Mr. Cook was then advised to get a certified copy, 
| or get some members to examine it with him. Mr. 
Cook wished me to go with him. I intended to 
do so, but did not. Shortly after, Mr. Cook told 
| me had gota copy of the letter. I think this was 
| the January. The advice to Mr. Cook was, 
that he should get the copy to be able to justify 
himself. : 


Roger C. Weightman’s deposition. 

I was for several (six or eight) years printer to 
Congress ; and it was a common thing, from both 
Houses, to have original documents, parts of 
which were marked in the way in which sev- 
eral of these documents are; and had they been 
sent to me in the state this particular document 
is, I should, without hesitation, have omitted the 
paragraph. I should also have omitted other parts 
as they are marked, and those pasted over. 

In such an office as Messrs. Gales & Seaton’s, it 
is impossible for the editors to inspect the print- 
ing the documents. They must be confided to the 








foreman. 
a 
Colenel Moore’s (of the House of Representatives) dep- 
osttton. 


When the subject of the suppressed paragraph 
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Was mentioned to me at this session, I then had 


an impression that it had been mentioned at the 
last. I cannot distinctly recollect having any par- 
ticular conversation with Mr. Cook at the last ses- 
sion ; but it is my impression that the intimation 
was made to me at the last session by Mr. Cook. 

The sngeration was at this session, that the 
omission had been made by Gales & Seaton, 
through the influence of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

I had a right to suppose that the intimation was 
made confidentially, though not expressly so told. 

Ido not feel authorized to name the person. 
He stated, at the same time, that the fact would 
be made known where the censure properly lay. 
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K 


Deposition of Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Cler}; Of the 
House of Representatives. 


My attention was first called to the letter whey 
the subject was first broached to the House. Tha, 
was the day when the committee was appointed, 

A few days after the session, I was called upoy 
to certify the copy of a letter which I now find 
be A 5. I was not applied to for it. Mr. Burch 
brought it to the desk, and I then certified it. yy; 
Burch said, in reference to the copy, that the orig). 
nal was marked in the manner which the copy 
indicated. 
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PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS; 


pASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AND 
HELD AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1822. 


An Act authorizing an additional Naval Force for the 
suppression of piracy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
tices of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to purchase or 
construct a sufficient number of vessels, in addi- 
tion to those now employed, of such burden and 


construction as he may deem necessary, and to | 


fit, equip, and man the same for immediate ser- 
vice, for the purpose of repressing piracy, and of 
affording effectual protection to the citizens and 
commerce of the United States in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the seas and territories adjacent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars be ap- 


propriated to meet the expenditure to be incurred | 


as aforesaid, and paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Approved, December 20, 1822. 





An Act concerning the apportionment of Represent- 
atives in the State of Alabama. 


Be i enacted, $c., That, from and after the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-three, the State of Alabama shall have 
three members in the House of Representatives, 


in the Congress of the United States, it appearing, 

from the returns of the marshal of Alabama, de- | 
posited in the office of the Secretary of State of | 
the United States, that the said State of Alabama | 
at the passage of the act, entitled “An act for | 


the ae of Representatives among the 
several States, according to the fourth census,” 
approved March seven, one thousand eight hun- 


of three Representatives, according to the popula- 
tion of the said State, and the ratio established 
by the said act. 

Approved, January 14, 1823. 





An Act to repeal part of an act passed by the State 
of Maryland, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-four, and now in force in George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, entitled “An act 
for an addition to Georgetown, in Montgomery 
county.” 


Be it enacted, &c.. That so much of the third 


section of an act of the General Assembly of the | 


State of Maryland, entitled “An act for an addi- 


| tion to Georgetown, in Montgomery county,” as 


| April fourteenth, eighteen hundred and 
dred and twenty-two, was entitled to the number | 


| prohibits the proprietors of the lots fronting on 
_ the north side of Water street, from selling or 


erecting buildings on the south side of said street, 


| or on wharves made on the south side'of the 
| aforesaid street, be, and the same is hereby, re- 


pealed : Provided, That the proprietors aforesaid 
shall not have power to erect any building or 
buildings on tHe south side of said street, not au- 
thorized by an ordinance of the Corporation of 
Georgetown: And provided, also, That, after be- 
ing thus authorized by the said Corporation, the 
proprietors aforesaid may sell and dispose of their 
property on either side of the said street, without 
affecting the title to that on the other side, as 
effectually as they could have done before the 
passage of the aforesaid act of Maryland. 
Approved, January 14, 1823. 





An Act making a partial appropriation for the sup- 
port of Government for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three. 


Be it enacted, Gc.. That the sum of two hun- 


| dred and sixty-five thousand one hundred and 


forty dollars be, and the same hereb 


is, appro- 
priated, for the compensation grante 


by law to 


| the Senate and House of Representatives ; and 


that the same be paid out of any money in the 


| Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Approved, January 14, 1823. 





An Act to continue the present mode of supplying 
the Army of the United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth sections of the act, entitled “An 
act regulating the staff of the Army,” ear 

eighteen, 
be, and the same are hereby, continued in force for 
the term of five years, and until the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter. 

Approved, January 23, 1823. 





| An Act to enable the proprietors of lands held by 


titles derived from the United States to obtain co- 
pies of papers from the proper department, and to 
declare the effect of such copies. 


Be it enacted, Fc., That whenever any person 


| claiming to be interested in, or entitled to land, 


under any grant or patent from the United States, 
shall apply to the Treasury Department for copies 
of papers filed and remaining therein, in any wise 


| affecting the title to such land, it shall be the 
/ duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause 
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such copies to be made out and authenticated un- 
der his hand and seal, for the person so applying, 
and such copies, so authenticated, shall be evi- 
dence equally as the original papers. 

Approved, January 23, 1823. 





An Act in addition to ‘‘An act to continue in force 
‘An act to protect the commerce of the United 


States, and punish the crime of piracy, and also to | 
make further provision for punishing the crime of | 


piracy.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That the first, second, third, 
and fourth sections of an act, entitled “An act to 
protect the commerce of the United States, and 
punish the crime of piracy,” passed on the third 
day of March, in the year of ovr Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nineteen, be, and the same 
are hereby, continued in force, in all respects, as 
fully as if the said sections had been enacted with- 
out limitation, in the said act, or in the act to 
which this is an addition, and which was passed 
on the fifteenth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 
Approved, January 30, 1823. 





An Act to provide for the appointment of an additional 
judge for the Michigan Territory, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be tt enacted, §c., That there shall be appointed an 
additional judge for the Michigan Territory, who 
shall possess and exercise, within the counties of 
Michilimackinac, Brown, and Crawford, in the 
Territory aforesaid, as said counties are now de- 
fined and established, or may be hereafter defined 
and established, the jurisdiction and power here- 
tofore possessed and exercised by the Supreme 
Court of the said Territory, and by the county 
courts of said counties respectively, within the said 
counties, and to the exclusion of the original ju- 
risdiction of the said Supreme Court: and the ju- 
risdiction of the said court, hereby established, 
shall be concurrent with the said county courts ; but 
in all suits, either at law or in equity, appeals 


shall be allowed from the decisions of the said | 


county courts to the courts established by this act, 
in the same manner as is provided for appeals from 
said courts to the Supreme Court of said Terri- 
tory: Provided, always, That the said Supreme 
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| this act, to render such judgment as the said court 
ought to have rendered or passed, except where the 
reversal is in favor of the plaintiff in the origina! 
| suit, and the debt or damages to be assessed are 
uncertain: in which case the cause shall be re. 
manded to the county from whence it came, jy 
| order to a final determination. 
| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That wher 
| any person, not being an executor or administra. 
tor, applies for a writ of error, such writ shall be 
no stay of proceedings in the court to which j 
| issues, unless the plaintiff in error, his agent or at. 
| torney, shall give security, to be approved of bya 
| judge of the said Supreme Court, which shall be 
| certified on the back of such writ, that the plain. 
tiff in error shall prosecute his writ to effect, ang 
| pay the condemnation money, and all costs, or 
| otherwise abide the judgment of the court, if he 
| fail to make his plea good ; and no cause, except 
| suits in equity, shall be removed to said Supreme 
Court from the court hereby established, but by 
writ of error, as herein before provided ; and suits 
in equity may be removed by appeal, in the same 
manner as is provided for appeals from the county 
courts to the Supreme Court. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the court 
| established by this act, shall hold one term in each 
| of the counties aforesaid, yearly, at the following 
| times and places, to wit: at Prairie du Chien, on 
| the second Monday in May; at Green Bay, on 
_the second Monday in June; and at Mackinac, on 
| the third Monday in July, in each and every year; 
|and shall then and there proceed to hear and de- 
|termine the pleas, process, and proceedings, de- 
| pending therein, in the same manner as the said Su- 
| preme or county courts migiit, or could have done, 
| In case this act had not been passed ; and the clerks 
'of the said county courts, shall be clerks of the 
| vourt, hereby established, in their respective coun- 
| ties, and shall be entitled to such fees for their ser- 
| vices as may be allowed them by law; and the 
| officers appointed to execute the process of the 
| said county courts within the said counties, are 
| hereby authorized and required to execute the pro- 
| cess of the court hereby established. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said 
| court, hereby established, shall have and possess 
concurrent jurisdiction with the said Supreme 
Court, in and over all actions arising under the 
_acts and laws in force, or which may be enacted, 





Court shall have full power and authority to issue | for the regulating trade and intercourse with the 
writs of error to the court established by this act, | Indians, and over all crimes and offences which 
in all civil causes, and to hear and determine the | shall be committed within that part of the Indian 
same when sitting as a Supreme Court of the | country lying north and west of Lake Michigan, 
Territory, according to the Constitution and laws | within the Territory of Michigan. 
of the United States, and to the statutes adopted | Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the judge 
and published by the Governor and Judges of said | to be appointed by virtue of this act shall reside in 
Territory : And provided, also, That nothing in this | one of the counties aforesaid, and shall receive the 
act contained shall be construed to give cogni- | same salary, and payable in the same manner, a 
zance to the court hereby established, of cases of is provided and established by law for the judges 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, nor of cases | of the said Supreme Court of the Michigan Ter 
wherein the United States shall be plaintiffs, except | ritory. 
as hereinafter mentioned. | Sec. 7. And be t& further enacted, That this act 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said shall take effect, and be in force, from and after 
Supreme Court are hereby authorized, upon the | the twentieth day of March next. 
reversal of a judgment of the court established by! Approved, January 30, 1823. 
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>t ; 
ie ing of this act, 

i be made in any case what: ver; but in all cases 
> Te. of contracts for the performance of any service, or 
a the delivery of articles of any description, for the 
ar yse of the United States, payment shall not ex- 
shen ceed the value of the service rendered, or of the 
stra- articles delivered ees to such payment: 
L be Provided, That it shall be lawful, under the spe- 
hy it cial direction of the President of the United States, 
r at. to make such advances to the disbursing officers 
by a of the Government as may be necessary to the 
ft he faithful and prompt discharge of their respective 
ain- duties, and to the fulfilment of the public engage- 
and ments: And provided, also, That the President of 
. OF the United States may direct such advances, as 
f he he may deem necessary and proper, to such per- 
cept sons in the military and naval service as may be 
eme employed on distant stations, where the discharge 
t by of the pay and emoluments to which they may be 
suits entitled cannot be regularly effected. 
ame Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
inty officer or agent of the United States, who shall | 

receive public money which he is not authorized 
ourt to retain, a salary, pay, or emolument, shall ren- 
ach der his accounts quarter yearly to the proper ac- 
ring counting officers of the Treasury, with the vouch- 
, On ets necessary to the correct and prompt settlement 
on thereof, within three months, at least, after the 
On expiration of each successive quarter, if resident 
ear: within the United States, and within six months 
de- if resident in a foreign country: Provided, That 
de- nothing herein contained shall be construed to re- 

Sy. strain the Secretaries of any of the Departments 
one. from requiring such returns from any officer or 
erks agent, subject to the control of such Secretaries, 
the as the public interest may require. 
run Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every offi- 
se. cer or agent of the United States who shall offend 
the against the provisions cf the preceding sections, 
the shall, by the officer charged with the direction of 
are the Department to which such offending officer is 
pro- responsible, be promptly reported to the President 

of the United States, and dismissed from the pub- 
said lic service: Provided, That in all cases where any 
se officer, in default as aforesaid, shall account to 
ome the satisfaction of the President for such default, 
the he may be continued in office, any thing in 
ted. the foregoing provision to the contrary notwith- 
the standing. 
hich Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no se- 
tian curity given to, or obligation entered into with, 
van, the Government, shall be in anywise impaired, by 
F the dismissing any officer, or from failure of the 
ge President to dismiss any officer coming under the 
ois provisions of this act. 
the Approved, January 31, 1823. 
r, as 
Iges An Act to revive and continue in force certain acts 
Per- for the adjustment of land claims in the Territory 

R of Michigan. 
pa Be it enacted, §c., That the act entitled “An act 


‘o revive the powers of the commissioners for 
§ *scertaining and deciding on claims to land in 
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An Act concerning the disbursement of public money. | the district of Detroit, and for settlin 


it enacted, &c., That, from and after the pass-| to land at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in 
— aoe of public money Pall the Territory of Michigan,” approved May the 


the claims 


eleventh, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, revived, and shall 
continue in force until the first day of November 
next; and it shall be the duty of the said com- 
missioners, as soon thereafter as may be, to for- 
ward their report, as is required by the second 
section of said act, to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, to be by him laid before Congress at its next 
session. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the second 
section of the act, entitled “An act to authorize 
the granting of patents for land according to the 
surveys that have been made, and to grant dona- 
tion rights to certain claimants of land in the dis- 
trict of Detroit, and for other purposes,” approved 
April twenty-third, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, shall be so construed as to embrace 
all persons who have claims confirmed below 
Milk River Point, at the lower end of Lake St. 
Clair. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That patents 
shall, and they are hereby directed to, be issued, 
in the mode pointed out by law in other cases, to 

ersons whose claims to lands, town or village 
ots, have been regularly filed with the commis- 
sioners appointed by an act, entitled “An act to 
revive the powers of the commissioners for ascer- 
taining and deciding on claims to land in the dis- 
trict of Detroit, and for settling the claims to land 
at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan,” passed on the eleventh day 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
and whose claims are contained in the report 
transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
which have been reported favorably on by said 
commissioners ; and such persons are hereby con- 
firmed in their claims, agreeably to any surveys 
heretofore made, or the lines and boundaries es- 
tablished by the claimants respectively: Provided, 
That such confirmations shall only amount to a 
relinquishment forever, on the part of the United 
States, and that not more than six hundred and 
forty acres shall be confirmed by virtue of any 
one claim ; nor shall more be confirmed, in any 
case, than the quantity claimed; nor shall any 
claim extend in width more than forty, nor in 
depth more than eighty, arpents; nor to land 
heretofore, and now, reserved by the United States 
for public uses. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, wherever 
it shall appear to the said commissioners that any 
claimant to land, or a town or village lot, at 
Green Bay or Prairie du Chien, cannot establish 
his, her, or their, claim to the same, in conse- 
quence of his, her, or their, removal therefrom, 
by any officer of the United States Army, it shall 
be the duty of the said commissioners to issue a 
certificate to such person or persons, for any tract 
of land, or village lot, which may have been oc- 
cupied by him, her, or them, after such removal, 
notexceeding, in quantity, thatoriginally claimed ; 
on which certificates patents shall issue, as in 
other cases; which claims shall be, in all other 


| 
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respects, subject to the restrictions and provisions 
of the third section of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son who, on the first day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, was a resident of Green 
Bay, Prairie du Chien, or within the county of 
Michilimackinac, and who, on the said day, oc- 
cupied and cultivated, or occupied a tract of land 
which had previously been cultivated by said oc- 
es lying within either of said settlements, 
and who has continued to submit to the authority 
of the United States, or to the legal representa- 
tives of every such person, shall be confirmed in 
the tract so occupied and cultivated; and the said 
commissioners, in adjudicating on claims to land 
embraced by this act, are authorized to take into 
their consideration the evidence and facts col- 
lected and reported to them by the agents of the 
United States, pursuant to the provisions of the 
act of the eleventh of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, as well as such other and 
further evidence and testimony as may or shall 
be exhibited before them by the claimants, to sup- 
port their claims. And the register of the land 
office at Detroit is authorized and required to re- 
ceive and record all notices and claims to lands 

rovided for by this act, and which shall be ex- 

hibited to him on or before the first day of Octo- | 
ber next: Provided, however, That no person shall | 
be confirmed in a greater quantity than six hun- 
dred and forty acres; nor shall any tract, so con- 
firmed, exceed eighty arpents from front to rear. 
And it shall be the duty of the Surveyor General 
of the United States, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to cause the land con- 
firmed by this act to be surveyed, at the expense 
of the ‘claimants, respectively; plats of which 
shall be returned, as in other cases, and patents 
therefor shall be granted to the several claimants 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to allow to the former agent, and to 
each of the persons whose duty it is made to carry 
this law into effect, such sum, in addition to the 
sum allowed by the first recited act, as he may 
deem just and reasonable. 

Approved, February 21, 1823. 











An Act to divide the State of South Carolina into two 
judicial districts. 

Be i enacted, §c., That the State of South Ca- 
rolina be, and the same is hereby, divided into 
two districts, in manner following, that is to say : 
the districts of Lancaster, Chester, York, Union, 
Spartanburg, Greenville, Pendleton, Abbeville, 
Edgefield, Newbury, Laurens, and Fairfield, shall 
compose one district, to be called the western dis- 
trict ; and the residue of the State shall form one 
other district, to be called the eastern district. 
And the terms of the said district court, for the 
eastern district, shall be held in Charleston, at 
such times as they are now by law directed to be 
holden. And for the trial of all such criminal 
and civil causes, as are by law cognizable in the 
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of Congress. 








district courts of the United States, which may 
hereafter arise or be prosecuted, or sued, within 
the said western district, there shall be one annual 
session of the said district court holden at Lay. 
rens courthouse, to begin on the second Monday 
in May in each year; to be holden by the distrie; 
judge of the United States of the State of Sour) 
Carolina; and he is hereby authorized and qj. 
rected to hold such other special sessions as may 
be necessary for the despatch of the causes in tie 
said court at such time or times as he may deem 
expedient, and may adjourn such special sessions 
to any other time previous to a stated session, 
Approved, February 21, 1823. 





An Act to provide for the settlement of the accounts 
of Daniel D. Tompkins, late Governor of the State 
of New York. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to adjust and settle the accounts and 
claims of Daniel D. Tompkins, late Governor of 
the State of New York, on principles of equity 
and justice, subject to the revision and final de- 
cision of the President of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
contained in the second section of the act, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-two, and for other purposes,” 
passed April twentieth, [thirtieth] one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, shall be construed 
to extend or apply to the said Daniel D. Tompkins. 

Approved, February 21, 1823. 





An Act to extend the charter of the Mechanics’ Bank 
of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the act incorporating the 
Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, in the District 
of Columbia, be, and the same is hereby, extended 
and limited to the third day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-six, under and sub- 
ject to all the limitations, modifications, and con- 


| ditions, as are enacted and applied to the other 


incorporated banks in the District of Columbia, by 
an act, entitled “An act to extend the charters of 
certain banks in the District of Columbia,” which 
passed the second day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-one. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
stockholder or stockholders in said bank, who have 
not assented to the renewal of the said charter, 
shall, within two months from the passing of this 
act, file his or their declaration, in writing, in the 
said bank, declaring himse!f or themselves dissat- 
isfied with said renewal, and his or their determi 
nation to withdraw his or their interest from the 
same; and if the said bank cannot agree with 
such stockholder or stockholders on the amount of 
such interest, and shall not forthwith pay the same, 
then it shall be lawful for the circuit court of the 
District of Columbia, at Alexandria, on the pet 
tion in writing of such stockholder or stockholders, 
toappoint three commissioners, whose duty | 
shall be to ascertain the value of the interest of 
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cannes aoe 
such stockholder or stockholders in said bank, for 
which purpose such commissioners shall, under 
the direction of said court, have access to the 
hooks, papers, and accounts of said bank, and on 
the report of said commissioners, and such other 
evidence as may be laid before the said court, shall 
roceed to ascertain the value of the interest of 
such stockholder or stockholders in said bank, and 
shall adjudge and decree the value, so ascertained, 
to be paid to him, or them by the said bank, and 
shall have power to enforce judgment or decree, 
by execution, attachment, or other legal process. 
Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That this act 
be, and the same is hereby declared to be, a public 
act, and that so much and such parts of the act 
incorporating the said Mechanics’ Bank of Alex- 
andria, as may be repugnant to this act, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed and annulled. 
Approved, February 2], 1823. 





An Act supplementary to the several acts for the ad- 
justment of land claims in the State of Louisiana. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the claims for lands 
within the eastern district of the State of Louis- 
iana, described by the register of the land office 
of the said district, in his report to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, bearing date the sixth of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, be, 
and the same are hereby, confirmed, against any 
claim on the part of the United States. 

Sgc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the claims 
for lands within the district north of Red river, in 
the State of Louisiana, described by the register 
of the land office of the said district, in his report 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, bearing date the 
frst January, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-one, and included in the first, second, and 
third classes of claims, be, and the same are hereby, 
confirmed against any claim on the part of the 
United States, with the exception of the claims 
numbered forty and fifty-one in the first class, and 
ofthe claims numbered forty-four, forty-five, forty- 
six, forty-seven, and forty-eight, in the said first 
class, (which are included in the claim of Baron 
Bastrop.) 

Approved, February 28, 1823. 





An Act for laying out and making a road, from the 
Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the 
Western Boundary of the Connecticut Western Re- 
serve, in the State of Ohio, agreeable to the provi- 
sions of the ‘Treaty of Brownstown. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the State of Ohio is 
hereby authorized to lay out, open, and construct, 
a road, from the Lower Rapids of the Miami of 
Lake Erie, to the western boundary of the Con- 


| Recticut Western Reserve, in such manner as the 


Legislature of said State may by law provide, 
with the approbation of the President of the Uni- 
ted States; which road, when constructed, shall 
orever remain a public highway. 

Sac. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in order 
to enable the State of Ohio to open and construct 


| said road, a tract of land, one hundred and twenty 


feet wide, whereon to locate the same, together 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—43 


APPENDIX. 
ao Public Acts of Congress. 


1346 


with a quantity of land equal to one mile on each 
side thereof, and adjoining thereto, to be bounded 
by sectional lines as run by the United States, to 
defray the expenses of making said road, is hereby 
granted to said State ; to commence at the Miami 
Rapids, and terminate at the Western Boundar 
of the Connecticut Western Reserve, with full 
power and authority to sell and convey the same, 
and apply the proceeds to the making said road: 
and in case the said tract of land shall sell fora 
greater sum than shall be sufficient to complete 
such road, then the residue thereof shall remain 
with the State of Ohio, as a fund for the purpose 
of keeping said road in repair: Provided, That 
said road shall be made within the term of four 
— from the passage of this act: And provided, 

one of the land hereby appropriated for making 
said road shall be sold for a less price than one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That, in case 
any of the lands, through which it may be thought 
expedient to open said road, may have been pre- 
viously sold by the United States, the Secretar 
of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay suc 
officer as the State of Ohio may appoint for that 
purpose, the net proceeds of the sales of the quan- 
tity thus sold at a minimum price. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, whenever 
the Governor of the State of Ohio, shall have laid 
before the President of the United States a survey 
of the location of said road, accompanied by an 
act of said State, accepting said trust, and provi- 
ding for making said road within the time above 
limited, and the President shall have approved the 
same, then the right of the State to the said tract 
of land shall be considered as complete for the 
purposes aforesaid : and the President shall direct, 
that, until the first day in June, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three, none of the public 
lands shall be sold, within three miles on each 
side of a line, to be drawn direct from the foot of 
the rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, to the 
Lower Rapids of Sandusky, thence to the West- 
ern Boundary of the Connecticut Western Re- 
serve: Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
shall ever hereafter be construed to imply any 
obligation upon the United States to grant addi- 
tional lands, or further aids of any sort, towards 
the opening, making, or keeping in repair, of the 
road aforesaid. 

Approved, February 28, 1823. 





An Act to revive, and to continue in force, the 
seventh section of an act, entitled “An act, supple- 
mentary to theseveral acts for the adjustment of land 
claims in the State of Louisiana,” approved the 
eleventh May, eighteen hundred and twenty, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the seventh section of 
an act, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in 
the State of Louisiana,” approved the eleventh of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, in 
relation to back concessions, be, and the same is 
hereby, revived and continued in full force and 
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effect, for the term of eighteen months, from and | shall receive, as a compensation for his seryice, 
after the passage of this act. the sum of three dollars per day, during the tin, 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much | he may be employed in the discharge of the dutie, 
of the lot of land on which is situated the navy | enjoined by this act. 
storehouse, in New Orleans, as may be necessary} Approved, February 28, 1823. 
to continue the street, now commenced, leading 
from Condi Street to Market Hall, is hereby 
— to, and vested in, the Corporation of the | An Act supplementary to and to amend an act, entitje 





ity of New Orleans, for the purpose of continu-| ‘Am act to regulate the collection of duties o, 
ing the said street. imports and tonnage,” passed second March, one 
Approved, February 28, 1823. thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and {; 


other purposes. 


: Be it enacted, §c.. That, from and after the thir 
An Act to repeal so much of an act, passed the eight- Seana dor — 
eenth April, one thousand eight hundred and six, day of March next, no goods, wares, or merchan- 


re ; ; . dise, subject to ad valorem duty, and imported int 
eae price of certain lands in the State of) 11. United States, shall be admitted to an entry 


; unless the true invoice of the same be presented i) 
Be it enacted, §c., That so much of an act, ae the collector at the time of entry, or unless the 
the eighteenth day of April, one thousand eight | .ame be admitted in the mode authorized and pre. 
hundred and six, entitled “An act to authorize] scribed in the next ensuing section of this act: 
the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect | pyoyided, That this prohibition shall not exteni 
titles to certain lands therein described, and to} t) such goods, wares, or merchandise, as shall 
settle the claims to the vacant and ee have been taken from a wreck. 
lands within the same,” which provides “that the} gpo. 9. And be it further enacted, That when 
lowest price of all lands granted or sold he re no invoice has been received for any goods, wares, 
the ceded territory shall be the same as shall be | 0+ merchandise, imported and subject to ad valo- 
established by Congress, for the lands of the Uni- | pom duty as aforesaid, the owner, importer, con. 
ted States,” be, and the same is hereby, repeated ; | sionee, or agent, shall make oath of the same, and 
and the Legislature of the State of ee are | the collector of the port shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to affix such price to! authorized, if in his judgment the circumstance, 
the lands in said ceded territory, as, in their dis-| under which such goods, wares, or merchandise 
cretion, may be deemed right and proper; any | shall have been imported, or any other circum. 
thing in said act of the eighteenth of April, one 


, weg ; h stance connected therewith, render it expedient, 
thousand eight hundred and six, to the contrary | to admit the same to an entry, on an appraisemen 
notwithstanding. 


thereof, duly made, in the manner hereinafter pre- 
Approved, February 28, 1823. scribed : Provided, That the owner, importer, a 
Nes | signee, or agent, of such goods, wares, or mer- 
An Act appropriating money for the purpose of repair- ) chandise, shall, previous to such entry, give bond, 
ing the public road from Cumberland to Wheeling. | with sufficient sureties, to the United States, to 
Be it enacted, §c., That the sum of twenty-five | produce to such collector the invoice of the same 
thousand dollars, of moneys in the Treasury, not} within eight months from the time of entry, if the 
otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, | same were imported from any port or place on this 
appropriated for the purpose of repairing and im-| side, and within eighteen months, if from any 
ste the public road from Cumberland to| port or place beyond the Cape of Good Hope or 
~~ Wheeling, under the direction of the President of | Cape Horn, or from the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the United States. to pay any amount of duty to which it may appear, 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the] by such invoice, the said goods, wares, or met- 
faithful and speedy accomplishment of this object, ahoeiea were subject, over and above the amoun! 
the President, with the advice of the Senate, shall | of duties estimated on the said appraisement. 
appoint some fit person as superintendent of the} Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when 
said road, whose duty it shall be, with all practi-| goods, wares, or merchandise, imported into the 
cable despatch, to contract for, and personally su-} United States, shall not have been entered in pur 
perintend, the execution of the repairs and improve- | suance of the provisions of this or any other ac! 
ments which shall be deemed necessary on the} regulating imports and tonnage, the same shall be 
said road, as well as to receive, disburse, and faith- | deposited, according to existing laws, in the pub 
fully account with the Treasury for, the sums of | lic warehouse, and shall there remain, at the et 
money which may be received by him in virtue] pense and risk of the owner, until such invoice be 
of this act. produced : Provided, however, That, when the sail 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the su-| goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have remaine( 
perintendent, so to be appointed, shall, before he| in the public warehouse nine months, if imported 
enters upon the discharge of the duties enjoined by | from any port or place on this side, and eighteet 
this act, execute bond, to the United States, with| months, if from any port or place beyond the 
security, to be approved of by the Secretary of the | Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn, or from th 
Treasury, conditioned for the faithful discharge of |} Cape of Good Hope, and no invoice shall be pre 
his duties, enjoined by this act; he shall hold his] duced, then the said goods, wares, and merchat- 
office during the pleasure of the President, and | dise, shall be appraised, and the duties estimateé 
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thereon in the manner hereinafter directed: Pro- 


Vices, 





> time vided, also, That nothing herein contained shall 
duties be understood to prohibit the sale of such quanti- 
ties of goods, stored as aforesaid, as mer be neces- 
sary to discharge the duties thereon, andailinterven- 
ing charges, at the time or times when such duties 
ntitled shall become due and, payable: And provided fur- 
sbias ther, That the collector be, and he is hereby, au- 
h, one thorized to direct an earlier sale of articles of a 
nd for rishable nature, and of such as may be liable to 
waste ; first giving such notice of the sale as cir- 
thing cumstances may admit, by public advertisement, 
shen: in one Or More papers, at or nearest to the port 
1 into where such sale may be had ; which said articles 
entry the collector shall eed cause to be appraised, 
ted t4 and the duties estimated thereon, in the manner 
S the hereinafter directed; and the proceeds of such 
d pre sale shall be disposed of at the expiration of the 
ry said periods of nine and eighteen months, respect- 
xtend ively, as the case may be, in the manner prescribed 
shall by the fifty-sixth section of the act regulating the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage, passed 
when the second day of March, one thousand seven 
vine hundred and ninety-nine: Provided, also, That 
vale nothing in this section shall be construed to affect 
“dal the cases contemplated by the fifty-sixth section 
: sa of the act regulating the collection of duties on 
roby imports and tonnage, passed the second of March, 
“en one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
on cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
Sout have been imported into the United States, and 
eet shall be entered by invoice, one of the following 
r pre oaths, according to the nature of the case, shall 
a be administered by the collector of the port at the 
on time of entry, to the owner, importer, consignee, 
bond or agent, in lieu of the oath now prescribed by law 
ae in such case : 
es, t0 
same Consignee, Importer, or Agent’s oath. 
if the I,—, do solemnly and truly swear or affirm 
n this that the invoice and bill of lading now presented 
any by me to the collector of ——, are the true and 
pe or only invoice and bill of lading by me received, of 
, and all the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
pear in the ——, whereof is master, from ——, 
met for account of any person whomsoever, for whom 
oun! Z Iam authorized to enter the same; that the said 
invoice and bill of lading are in the state in which 
when they were actually received by me, and that I do 
D the not know nor believe in the existence of any other 
Dah invoice, or bill of lading of the said goods, wares, 
rac! He and merchandise; that the entry now delivered to 
il be the collector, contains a just and true account of 
pub- the said goods, wares, and merchandise, accord- 
wer ing to the said invoice and bill of lading; that 
ce’ nothing has been, on my part, nor to my knowl- 
Sal HRY edge, on the part of any other person, concealed 
ine’ ° expressed, whereby the United States may be 
ape defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully due on 
tee B® the said goods, wares, and merchandise, and that 
| the BS if, at any time hereafter, I discover any error in 
1 the the said invoice, or in the account now rendered 
pO i of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, or re- 
- | ceive any other invoice of the same, I will imme- 
aie’ He diately make the same known to the collector of 
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this district. And I do furthér solemnly and truly 
(swear or affirm) that, to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief, [insert the name and residence of 
the owner or owners, is or are,] of the goods, 
wares, and merchandise, mentioned in the annexed 
entry ; that the invoice now produced by me ex- 
hibits the actual cost, (if purchased,) or fair mar- 
ket value, (if otherwise obtained,) at the time or 
times, and place or places, when and where pro- 
cured, (as the case may be,) of the said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, all the charges thereon, and no 
other or different discount, bounty, or drawback, 
but such as has been actually allowed on the 
same. 


Owner’s oath, in cases where goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, have been actually purchased. 

I, ——, do solemnly and truly swear or affirm 
that the entry now delivered by me to the collector 
of , contains a just and true account of all 
the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported by 
or consigned to me, in the , whereof is 
master, from ; that the invoice which I now 
produce contains a just and faithful account of 
the actual cost of the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, of all charges thereon, including charges 
of purchasing, carriages, bleaching, dyeing, dress- 
ing, finishing, putting up, and packing, and no 
other discount, drawback, or bounty, but such as 














Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in all | has been actually allowed on the same; that I do 


not know nor believe in the existence of any in- 
voice or bill of lading other than those now pro- 
duced by me, and that they are in the state in 
which I actually received them. And I do fur- 
ther solemnly and truly swear or affirm that I 
have not, in the said entry or invoice, concealed 
or suppressed any thing whereby the United States 
may be defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully 
due on the said goods, wares, and merchandise ; 
and that if, at any time hereafter, 1 discover any 
error in the said invoice, or in the account now 
produced, of the said goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, or receive any other invoice of the same, I 
will immediately make the same known to the 
collector of this district. 


Manufacturer’s or Owner’s oath, in cases where goods, 
wares, or merchandise, have not been actually pur- 
chased. 


I, ——, do solemnly and truly swear or affirm 
that the entry now delivered by me to the collector 
of ——, contains a just and true account of all 


the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported by 
or consigned to me, in the , whereof is 
master, from ——; that the said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, were not actually bought by me, 
or by my agent, in the ordinary mode of bargain 
and sale, but that, nevertheless, the invoice which 
I now produce, contains a just and faithful valua- 
tion of the same, at their fair market value, in- 
cluding charges of purchasing, carriages, bleach- 
ing, dyeing, dressing, finishing, putting up, and 
packing, at the time or times, and place or places 
when and where procured for my account, (or for 
account of myself and partners ;) that the said in- 
voice contains also a just and faithful account of 
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all charges actually paid, and no other discount, | wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty 
drawback, or bounty, but such as has been actu- | imported as aforesaid, and belonging to a person 
ally allowed on the said goods, wares, and mer- | or persons not residing at the time in the United 
chandise; that I do not know, nor believe in the | States, and who shall have actually purchased the 
existence, of any invoice or bill of lading, other | same, shall be admitted to entry, unless the inyoicg 





than those now produced by me, and that they 
are in the state in which I actually received them. 
And I do further solemnly and truly swear or af- 
firm that I have not, in the said entry or invoice, 
concealed or suppressed any thing whereby the 
United States may be defrauded of any part of 
the duty lawfully due on the said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, and that if, at any time here- 
after, I discover any error in the said invoice, or 
in the account now produced, of the said goods, 
wares, and merchandise, or receive any other in- 
voice of the same, I will immediately make the 
same known to the collector of this district. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the ad 
valorem rates of duty upon goods, wares, and 
merchandise, shall be estimated in the manner 
following; to the actual cost, if the same shall 
have been actually purchased, or the actual value, 
if the same shall have been procured otherwise 
than by purchase, at the time and place, when 
and where purchased or otherwise procured, or to 
the appraised value, if appraised, except in cases 
where goods are subjected to the penalty provided 
for in the thirteenth section of this act, shall be 
added all charges, except insurance; and, also, 
twenty per centum on the said cost or value and 
charges, if imported from the Cape of Good Hope, 
or any place beyond that, or from beyond Cape 
Horn, or ten per centum if from any other place 
or country; and the said rates of duty shall be 
estimated on such aggregate amount: Provided, 
That in all cases where any goods, wares, and 
merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, shall 
have been imported from a country other than 
that in which the same were manufactured or 
produced, the appraisers shall value the same at 
the current value at the time of exportation, in the 
country where the same may have been originally 
manufactured or produced. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandise, imported into the United 
States, subject to ad valorem duty, and belonging 
to a person or persons residing in the United 
States, but who shall, at the time, be absent from 
the place where the same are intended to be en- 
tered, shall be admitted to an entry, unless the 
importer, consignee, or agent, shall previously give 
bond, the form of which shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with sufficient sureties, 
to produce, within four months, to the collector of 
the port where the said goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise may be, the invoice of the same duly verified, 
according to the circumstances of the case, by the 
oath of the said owner, or one of the owners, as 
prescribed in the fourth section of this act; which 
oath shall be administered by a collector of the 
United States, if there be any in the place where 
the said owner or owners may be; or if there be 
none, by some public officer duly authorized to 
administer oaths. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no goods, 


| be verified by the oath of the owner, or one of the 
| owners, certifying that the said goods, wares, o 
, merchandise, were actually purchased for his ac. 
count, or for account of himself and partners jp 
the said purchase; that the invoice annexed there. 
to contains a true and faithful account of the ae. 
tual cost thereof, and of all charges thereon, anq 
that no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks, are cop. 
tained in the said invoice, but such as have been 
actually allowed on the same; which said oath 
shall be administered by a consul or commercial 
agent of the United States; or by some public 
officer any authorized to administer oaths in the 
country where the said goods, wares, or merchan. 
dise, shall have been purchased, and the same duly 
certified by the said consul, commercial agent, or 
‘public officer; in which latter case, such official 
certificate shall be authenticated by a consul or 
commercial agent of the United States: Provided, 
That if there be no consul or commercial agent of 
the United States in the country from which the 
said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been 
imported, the authentication hereby required shall 
be executed by a consul of a nation at the time in 
amity with the United States, if there be any such 
residing there; and if there be no such consul in 
the country, the said authentication shall be made 
by two respectable merchants, if any such there 
be, residing in the port from which the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall have been 
mnporite 
Ec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, 
imported as aforesaid, and belonging to a person 
or persons not residing at the time in the United 
States, who may not have acquired the same in 
the ordinary mode of bargain and sale, or belong: 
ing to a person or persons who may be the manv- 
facturer or manufacturers, in whole or in part, of 
the same, shall be admitted to entry, unless the in- 
voice thereof be verified by the oath of the owner, 
or of one of the owners, certifying that the invoice 
contains a true and faithful account of the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, at their fair market 
value at the time and place when and where the 
same were procured or manufactured, as the case 
may be, and of all charges thereon; and that the 
said invoice contains no discounts, bounties, of 
drawbacks, but such as have been actually allow- 
ed; which said oath shall have been duly admin- 
istered and authenticated in the mode prescribed 
in the seventh section of this act. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, subject! 
to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, shall 
belong to the estates of deceased persons or of per 
sons insolvent, who shall have assigned the same 
for the benefit of their creditors, the oaths required 
by the fourth, seventh, and eighth sections of tls 
act, may be administered to the executor, admit 
istrator, or assignees, of such persons, in the mat: 
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ner prescribed by this act, according to the nature 
of the case. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, subject 
toad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, and be- 
longing to a person or persons not residing in the 
United States, shall not be accompanied with an 
invoice verified by oath, and authenticated as re- 

uired by the seventh, eighth, and ninth sections 
of this act, as the case may be; or where it shall 
not be practicable to make such oath, or there 
shall be an immaterial informality in the oath or 
authentication so required, or where the collector 
of the port at which the said goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise shall be, shall have certified his opinion 
to the Secretary of the Treasury that no fraud 
was intended in the invoice of said goods, wares, 
or merchandise, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, if he shall 
deem it expedient, to admit the same to an entry: 
Provided, That the consignee, importer, or agent, 
shall, previous to such entry, give bond, the form 
whereof shall be prescribed by the Secretary of 
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just grounds to suspect that goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, subject to ad valorem duty and imported 
into his district, have been invoiced below their 
true value, in the place or country from whence 
they were imported or originally procured, as the 
case may be, as prescribed in the fifth section of 
this act, such collector shall direct the same to be 
appraised in the manner prescribed by this act; 
and if the value at which the same shall be so 
appraised shall exceed by twenty-five per centum 
the invoice prices thereof, then in addition to the 
ten or twenty per centum, as the case may be, laid 
upon correct and regular invoices, according to 
law, there shall be added fifty per centum on the 
appraised value; on which aggregate amount the 
duties on such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
be estimated : Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to impose the said pen- 
alty of fifty per centum for a variance between 
the bona fide invoice of goods, produced in the 
manner specified in the proviso in the fifth section 
of this act, and the current value of the said mer- 
chandise in the country where the same may have 


the Treasury, with sufficient sureties, to produce | been originally manufactured or produced. 


the invoice, if the same be practicable, sworn to 
and authenticated as may be required by this act, 
according to the nature of the case, and in the 
time and mode prescribed in the second section of 
this act, in cases where no invoice has been re- 
ceived: And provided, always, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall in no case admit any goods, 
wares. or merchandise, to an entry, where there is 
just ground to suspect that a fraud on the revenue 
is intended. 

Sec. 11. And be i further enacted, That in all 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases where the appraised value of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, appraised under this or 
any other act conceraing imports and tonnage, 
shall exceed by less than twenty-five per centum 
the invoice value thereof, such appraised value 
shall be considered the true value of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, upon which the duty shall 





| be — with the addition of such per centum 
| as may be by law required: Provided, That, in no 
case, shall the duty be estimated on an amount 


tere OS on 
E ‘ : ‘ 


cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, subject | less than the invoice value with the addition by 
toad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, shall | law required. 

belong in part to a person or persons residing in| Sec. 15. And be st further enacted, That the col- 
the United States, and in part to a person or per- | lectors of the revenue shall cause at least one pack- 
sons residing out of the United States, the oath of | age out of every invoice, and one package, at least, 
one of the owners, residing in the United States, | out of every twenty packages of each invoice of 
shall be sufficient to admit the same to an entry | goods, wares, or merchandise, imported into their 
according to the provisions of this act: But i is ew- | respective districts, which package or packages 
pressly provided, ‘That, in all cases where the goods, | he shall have first designated on the invoice, to be 
wares, or merchandise shall have been manufac- | opened and examined; and if the same be found 
tured, in whole or in part, by any one of the own- | not to correspond with the invoice thereof, or to 
ers residing out of the United States, the same | be falsely charged in such invoice, a full inspec- 
shall not be so admitted to an entry, unless the| tion of all such goods, wares, or merchandise, as 
invoice shall have been verified and authenticated | may be included in the same entry, shall be made; 





by such manufacturer in the manner prescribed in 
the eighth section of this act. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever the invoice of goods, wares, or merchandise, 
subject to ad valorem duty, imported as aforesaid, 
and belonging toa person or persons non-residing in 
the United States, shall not have been duly veri- 
fied and authenticated, and, upon application to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, according to the 
tenth section of this act, the said goods, wares, or 
merchandise, shall have been refused ati entry, the 
same shall be deemed suspected, and shall be liable 
to the same additions and penalties as are provided 
in the case of fraudulent invoices in the following 
section. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever, in the opinion of the collector, there shall be 


and in case such goods, wares, or merchandise, 
| be subject to ad valorem duty, the*same shall be 
appraised, and subjected to the penalties provided 
in the thirteenth section in the case of suspected 
or fraudulent invoices; and in every case, whe- 
ther such goods, wares, or merchandise, be subject 
to ad valorem or specific duty, if any package be 
found to contain any article not described in the 
invoice, the whole package shall be forfeited : Pro- 
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be and 
he is hereby authorized to remit the said forfeit- 
ure, if in his opinion the said article was put in 
by mistake, or without any intention to defraud 
the revenue. 
| Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
| appraisement of goods, wares, or merchandise, 

required by this or any other act concerning im- 
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rts and tonnage, the President of the United 
Btates shall, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, appoint in each of the ports of Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charles- 
ton, Savannah, and New Orleans, two persons 
well qualified to perform that duty, who, before 
they enter thereon, shall severally make oath dili- 
gently and faithfully to examine and inspect such 
ods, wares, or merchandise, as the collector may 
irect, and truly to report, to the best of their 
knowledge and belief, the true value thereof, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the fifth section of this 
act; and when any appraisement is to be made 
in any port other than those above named, the 
collector shall appoint two respectable resident 
merchants, who, after having taken the oath re- 
quired by this section, shall be the appraisers ; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall have author- 
ity to direct the appraisers for any collection dis- 
trict to attend in any other collection district, for 
«the purpose of appraising any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, imported therein ; and the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized, in the 
recess of the Senate, to appoint the appraisers for 
the ports provided for in this section, which ap- 





pointments shall continue in force until the end 
of the session of Congress thereafter. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the appraisers who may be appointed under the 
sixteenth section of this act, for the ports of New 
Orleans, Savannah, Charleston, Baltimore, Phil- 
adelphia, and Boston, shall each receive as a com- 
pensation for his services fifteen hundred dollars 
per annum; and the appraisers for the port of 
New York shall each receive two thousand dol- 
lars per annum; and the merchants who may be 
appointed to act as appraisers under this act shall 
receive for their services, while actually employed 
on that duty, each, a compensation of five dollars 
per diem; and whenever the appraisers appointed 
under the sixteenth section of this act attend in 
any district other than that in which they reside, 
for the purpose of appraising any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, they shall respectively receive at 
the rate of five dollars for every twenty-five miles 
in going to or returning from such district, in 
addition to the salary or pay provided for in this 
section. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases where the owner, consignee, importer, or 
agent, shall be dissatisfied with the appraisement 
of any goods, wares, or merchandise, made by the 
appraisers appointed under the sixteenth section of 
this act, it shall be lawful for him to employ, at 
his own expense, two respectable resident mer- 
chants, who, after being duly qualified, according 
to the sixteenth section of this act, shall, together 
with the two appraisers appointed on the part of 
the United States, under this act, examine and in- 
spect the goods, wares, or merchandise, in ques- 
tion ; and, after such examination and inspection, 
they shall report the value thereof, if they agree 
therein, and, if not,the circumstances of their dis- 
agreement, to the collector: and in case such 
owner, consignee, importer, or agent, shall be dis- 
satisfied with such report and second appraisement, 
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it shall be lawful for him to refer the case to the 
Secretary of theTreasury, who shall be, anq jx 
hereby, authorized and empowered to decide thers. 
on, or to require further testimony in the case, in 
such manner as he may deem proper, and to orde, 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise, to be ep. 
tered accordingly. : 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That any mer. 
chant, who shall be chosen by the collector, or jy 
the party in interest, to make any appraisemen; 
required under this or any other act respecting 
imports and tonnage, and who shall, after dye 
notice of such choice has been given to him jp 
writing, decline or neglect to assist at such ap- 
praisement, shall be subject to a penalty not ex. 
ceeding fifty dollars, and to the costs of prosecy. 
tion therefor. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That one half 
of the excess of duty accruing in consequence of 
the fifty per cent. added to the value of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, under the thirteenth sec. 
tion of this act, shall be divided among the cus. 
tom-house officers of the port in which such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, may be, in the manner 


the [collection of ] duties on ae oh and ton- 
nage,” passed on the second day of March, seven. 
teen hundred and ninety-nine: Provided, That 
in no case shall the appraisers of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, be entitled to or receive any part of 
the said duty. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, before 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, which may be 
taken from any wreck, shall be admitted to an 
entry, the same shall be appraised, in the manner 
prescribed in the sixteenth section of this act ; and 
the same proceedings shall be ordered and execut- 
ed in all cases where a reduction of duties shall 
be claimed on account of damage which any 
goods, wares or merchandise, shall have sustained 
in the course of the voyage; and in all cases 
where the owner, importer, consignee, or agen, 
shall be dissatisfied with such appraisement, he 
shall be entitled to the privileges provided in the 
eighteenth section of this act. 3 

| Sec. 22. And be t& further enacted, That, for 
every verification and certificate, made under this 
act, before a consul or commercial agent of the 
United States, such consul or commercial agen! 
shall be entitled to demand and receive, from the 
person making the same, a fee of two dollars: 
Provided, Each shipper shall have the right to 
include all articles shipped by him in the same 10- 
voice. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That, when 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be admit- 
ted to an entry upon invoice, the collector of the 

| port in which the same are entered shall certif\ 
| the same under his official seal ; and no other ev 
| dence of the value of such goods, wares, or mer 
|chandise, shall be admitted on the part of the 
lowner or owners thereof, in any court of the 
United States, except in corroboration of suci 
entry. 

Sec. 24, And be it further enacted, That any pe 
son or persons, who shall counterfeit any certil- 
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cate or attestation made in pursuance of this act, | and intended for exportation, with benefit of draw- 
or use such certificate or attestation, knowing the | back, which shall be transported from one district 
same to be counterfeit, shall, upon conviction | to another, shall! be accompanied by a copy from 
thereof before any court of the United States | the invoice, of the cost, thereof, certified by the 
having cognizance of the same, be adjudged guil- | collector of the district from which they may have 
ty of felony, and be fined in a sum not exceeding | been last re-shipped, which certified copy shall be 
ten thousand dollars, and imprisoned for a term | produced to the collector of the district from which 
pot exceeding three years. such goods, wares, or merchandise, are intended 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That any bond | to be exported ; and such goods, wares, or mer- 
to the United States, entered into for the payment | chandise, as we'll as all such goods, wares, or mer- 
of duties by a merchant belonging to a firm, in | chandise, subject to ad valorem duty, as shall be 
the name of such firm, shall equally bind the part- | exported from the district into which they may 
ner or partners in trade, of the person or persons ‘have been originally imported, shall be inspected 
by whom such bond shall have been executed ; | by the appraisers at the time of exportation, in the 
but no clerk or hired person, in the constant | manner provided by this act, on the importation 
employment of another, shall become principal | of such goods, wares, or merchandise ; and if the 
or surety to any bond to which his employer is a | same are found not to correspond with the original 

arty. ‘Invoice, the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 

Sec. 26. And he it further enacted, That no bond | shall be subjected to forfeiture, according t6 the 
for duties on goods, wares, or merchandise, im- | provisions of the eighty-fourth section of an act, 
ported into the United States, shall be accepted | entitled “An act to regulate the collection of du- 
by any collector of the revenue, unless the princi- | ties on imports and tonnage,” passed the second of 
pal be a resident of the United States, and the | March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
surety or sureties citizens thereof. nine. 

Src. 27. And be it further enacted, That,in every Sesc. 30. And be it further enacted, That in all 
case where the owner, importer, consignee, or | cases of entry of goods, wares, or merchandise, 
agent, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, im- for the benefit of drawback, the time of twenty 
ported as aforesaid, and the duty upon which shall | days shall be allowed, from the date of the clear- 
amount to fifty dollars, or upwards, may, at the | ance of the ship or vessel, in which the same shall 
time of entry, desire to pay the duties thereon in | have been laden, for taking the oaths, completing 
cash, the collector of the port where the said the entry, and giving the exportation bonds for 
goods, wares, or merchandise, may be entered, | the same: Provided, That the exporter shall have, 
shall be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to | in every other particular, complied with the reg- 
receive the same, and to allow a discount on the | ulations and formalities heretofore, and by this 
amount of the duties, at the rate of four per cen- | act, established for entries of exportation of goods, 
tum per annum, for the legal term of credit which wares, or merchandise, for the benefit of drawback. 
would have been allowed by law on such duties. Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That in all 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all goods, | cases where goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled 
wares, or merchandise, imported into the United | to debenture, shall be reshipped for transportation 
States, the duties on which shall have been paid, | coastwise, before the necessary certificates are 
or secured to be paid, may be transported coast- issued by the collector of the port where imported, 
wise, from the district into which they were im- | the same shall be allowed to be entered for deben- 
ported to two other districts, and exported from | ture, at the district to which they shall beso trans- 
either of them with the benefit of drawback: Pro- | ported, without forfeiting the benefit of drawback : 
vided, That all regulations and formalities now in | Provided, That the person or persons, so entering 
force relating to the transportation of goods, wares, | said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall produce, 
and merchandise, coastwise, from the district | from the collector of the port from whence the 
into which they were imported to another dis- | same shall have been last shipped, a certificate 
trict for benefit of ‘drawback, and such other | that the coastwise certificates were not issued at 
regulations as are prescribed under and by virtue | the time of the sailing of the vessel on board 
of this act, for the further transportation of such | which the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
goods, wares, or merchandise, to other districts, | have been so shipped, and shall deliver the coast- 
shall be complied with: And provided, also, That | wise certificates required in such cases, to the col- 
all the regulations and formalities now in force, | lector of the port where the same shall have been 
respecting the exportation of goods, wares, and! so entered, within two months from the date of 
merchandise, for the benefit of drawback, shall be | entry, and before the said goods, wares, or mer- 
complied with, so far as may be consistent with | chandise, shall be entered for exportation. 
other provisions of this act; and the Secretary of | Sec. 32. And be. it further enacted, That in all 
the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, author- | cases where the owner, importer, consignee, or 
ized to prescribe the form of the certifice = to be | agent, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, enti- 
used, and of the oaths to be taken, on the trans- | tled to debenture, may wish to transfer the same 
portation of such goods, wares, or merchandise, | into packages other than those in which the said 
from the second district, into which they may be | goods, wares, or merchandise, were originally im- 
so brought, to the third district. | ported, the collector of the port where the same 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That all goods, | may be, shall permit the said transfer to be made, 
wares, or merchandise, subject to ad valorem duty, ! if necessary, for the safety or preservation thereof : 
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Provided, That due notice of the same, in writing, 
setting forth sufficient cause for the said transfer, 
be given to the said collector, who shall appoint 
an inspector of the revenue, to ascertain if the 
said allegation be true, and, if found correct, to 
superintend said transfer, and to cause the marks 
and numbers upon the original packages to be 
inscribed upon the packages into which the said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be transferred. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be necessary to insert the numbers upont pack- 
ages, in any entry of goods, wares, or merchandise, 
subject to specific duty on importation or exporta- 
tion, or to insert any such numbers in any coast- 
wise or other certificate: But, it is expressly pro- 
vided, That in all cases where a separate certificate 
may be required for each package, the numbers 
shall be inserted therein. 

Src. 34. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases where, under existing laws, spirituous liquors, 
entitled todebenture, shall have been shipped coast- 
wise for the purpose of being laden immediately 


on board some vessel in another district, for ex- | required, shall be produced ; and goods, w 
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tional oath required by the fourth section of thi 
act, and certified under the official seal of the rm 
lector, with whom the entry, on the importation 
of such goods, wares, and merchandise, was made 
shall be produced at the port to which the sam, 
shall be transported; and the same inspection of 
| such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be made 
as if they had been brought direct from a foreign 
port or place: Provided, That no appraisement of 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shal] be 
made at the said port so as to change the amoyn; 
of duties which may have been charged thereoy 
at the port of their original importation, if th. 
same should have been Reve entered according to 
the provisions of this act; except when transport. 
ed from a port where there are no appraisers ap- 
pointed by the Government; and if the invoice 
verified as aforesaid, shall not be so produced, such 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be deposited 
and remain in the public warehouse, at the ey. 
pense and risk of the owner thereof, until the ip. 
| voice, verified and cer‘ified in the manner above 
ares, or 


portation, the same may be so laden on board of | merchandise, imported, and subject to duty as 


such vessel, without having been first deposited in 
the public warehouse: Provided, That all other 
regulations required by law shall have been com- 
plied with, and that such transportation of said 
spirituous liquors, from the one vessel to the other, 


be made by the collector’s order, and under the | 
superintendence of an inspector of the revenue, | 
and that a careful examination be made by him | 


of the identity of the same, and of the quantity, 
quality, and packages thereof. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, That all pen- 
alties and forfeitures, incurred by force of this act, 
shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and ac- 
counted for, in the manner prescribed by the act, 
entitled “An act te regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage,” passed on the second 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and may be mitigated or remitted in 
the manner prescribed by the act, entitled “An 
act to provide for mitigating or remitting the 
forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, accruing in 
certain cases therein mentioned,” passed on the 


third day of March, one thousand seven hundred | 


and ninety-seven. 
Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That all 


fines, penalties, and forfeitures, incurred in virtue | 


of the act, entitled “An act supplementary to an 
act, entitled ‘An act to regulate the collection of 


duties on imports and tonnage,’ passed the twen-— 
tieth April, one thousand eight hundred and eigh- | 


teen,’ may be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, 


in the same manner as if the said act did not ex- | 


pire on the third day of March next. 
Sec. 37. And be it further enacted, That when 
oods, wares, or merchndise, imported, and sub- 
ject to duty as aforesaid, shall be reshipped, and 
transported coastwise, from one district to another, 
in the packages in which the same were imported, 
an invoice, or a copy of such invoice, or an ex- 
tract therefrom, including all the articles, with the 
charges thereon, which are reshipped and trans- 
ported coastwise as aforesaid, verified by the addi- 


| aforesaid, may be transported, coastwise, to one o1 
more districts within the United States. 

| Approved, March 1, 1823. 

| 
} 
| An Act to regulate the commercial intercourse \e. 





| tween the United States and certain British colonia! 
ports. 


Be tt enacted, §-c., That, from and after the third 
‘day of March next, the first, second, and third 
| sections of the “Act concerning navigation,” ap- 
| proved on the eighteenth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, and the “Act supple- 
/mentary to an act concerning navigation,’ ap- 

roved on the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight 
| hundred and twenty, shall be, and the same are 
_ hereby, suspended, for and during the continuance 
of this act, so far as any of the restrictions or pro- 
| hibitions therein contained, limit or interdict the 
intercourse of navigation or commerce between 
the ports of the United States and the British 
colonial ports hereinafter mentioned, viz: 

Kingston, in Jamaica. 

Savannah Le Mar, in Jamaica. 

Montego Bay, in Jamaica. 

Santa Lucia, in Jamaica. 

Antonio, in Jamaica. 

Saint Ann, in Jamaica. 

Falmouth, in Jamaica. 

Maria, in Jamaica. 

Morant Bay and Annotto Bay, in Jamaica. 

Saint George, in Grenada. 

Roseau, in Dominica. 

Saint John’s, in Antigua. 

San Josef, in Trinidad. 

Scarborough, in Tobago. 

Road Harbor, in Tortola. 

Nassau, in New Providence. 

Pittstown, in Crooked Island. 

Kingston, in Saint Vincent. 

Port Saint George and Port Hami ton in Ber- 
muda. 
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Any port where there is a custom-house, in 
Bahamas. 


Bridgetown, in Barbadoes. 

Saint John’s and Saint Andrew’s, in New 
Brunswick. 

Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 

Quebec, in Canada. 

Saint John’s, in Newfoundland. 

Georgetown, in Demarara. 

New Amsterdam, in Berbice. 

Castries, in Saint Lucia. 

Basseterre, in Saint Kitts. 

Charlestown, in Nevis. 

Plymouth, in Montserrat. > 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the said third day of March next, the 

rts of the United States shall be open to any 
British vessel coming directly from any of the 
British colonial ports above enumerated ; and it 
shall be lawful to import in the said vessels, be- 
ing navigated by a master and three-fourths, at 
least, of the mariners, British subjects, any arti- 
cles of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of 
any of the said British colonies, the importation 
of the like articles to which, from elsewhere, is 
not, or shall not be, prohibited by law, and which 
may be exported from any of the said enumerated 
British ports to the United States, on equal terms, 
in vessels belonging to the said States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That on proof 
being given to the President of the United States, 
satisfactory to him, that, upon the vessels of the 
United States admitted into the above enumerated 
British colonial ports, and upon any goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported therein, in the said 
vessels, no other or higher duties of tonnage or 
impost, and no other charges of any kind, are 
levied or exacted than upon British vessels, or 
upon the like goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported into the said colonial ports from elsewhere, 


it shall and may be lawful for the President of 


the United States to issue his proclamation, de- 


| claring that no other or higher duty of impost or 
} tonnage, and no other or higher duty or charge of 
any kind, upon any goods, wares, or merchandise, 


bap tate 


imported from the above enumerated British co- 
lonial ports, in British vessels, shall be levied or 
exacted in any of the ports of the United States, 


_ (excepting the ports, in the Territory of Florida,) 


_ than upon the vessels of the United States, and 


ie 


upon the like goods, wares, or merchandise, im- 
ported into the ports of the United States in the 


' same: Provided always, That until such proof 


shall be given, British vessels coming from the 
said British colonial ports, and the goods, wares, 


© and merchandise, imported in the same into the 


United States, shall continue to pay the foreign 
tonnage duty, and the additional duties upon 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported in for- 
eign vessels, prescribed by the “ Act to regulate 
the duties on imports and tonnage,” approved the 


| twenty-seventh of April, one thousand eight hun- 
> dred and sixteen. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no ar- 


© ticles whatsoever, specie and bullion excepted, 


' other than articles of the growth, produce, or 
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manufacture, of the British colonies to which the 
said enumerated ports belong, shall be imported 
into the United States, in British vessels, coming 
from any of the said enumerated ports; and that 
no articles whatsoever, being of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, of the British colonies, to 
which the said enumerated ports belong, shall be 
imported into the United States, in any British 
vessel, other than a vessel coming directly from 
one of the said enumerated ports, on pain of for- 
feiting all such articles, together with the ship or 
vessel in which the same shall have been imported, 
and her guns, tackle, apparel, and furniture. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful to export from the United States, di- 
rectly to any of the above enumerated British co- 
lonial ports, in any vessel of the United States, or 
in any British vessel, navigated as by the second 
section of this act is prescribed, and having come 
directly from any of the above enumerated British 
colonial ports, any article of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture, of the United States, or any 
other article legally imported therein, the expor- 
tation of which, elsewhere, shall not be prohibited 
by law: Provided, That when exported in any 
such British vessel, before the shipment of any 
such articles, security, by bond, shall be given to 
the United States, in a penalty equal to half the 
value of the said articles; such bond to be taken 
of the owner, consignee, or agent, by the collector 
of the port at which the said British vessel shall 
have entered, for the due landing of the said ar- 
ticles, at the port or ports, being of the British co- 
lonial ports herein above enumerated, for which 
the said vessel shall clear out, and for producing 
a certificate thereof, within twelve months from 
the date of said bond, under the hand and seal of 
the consul, or commercial agent of the United 
States, resident at the port where the said articles 
shall have been landed; or if there shall be no 

e or commercial agent of the United States 


residing there, such certificate to be under the 

hand and seal of the chief officer of the customs 

at such port, or under the hand and seal of two 

known and reputable merchants residing at such 

port; but such bond may be discharged, by proof, 

on oath, by credible persons, that the said articles 

were taken by enemies, or perished in the seas. 

And it shall not be lawful to export, from the 

United States, any article whatsoever, to any of 

| the above enumerated British colonial ports, in 
any British vessel, other than such as shall have 
come directly from one of the said ports to the 
| United States; nor shall it be lawful to export 
from the United States any article whatsoever, in 

any British vessel, having come from any of the 

said enumerated ports, to any other port or place, 

whatsoever, than directly to one of the said ports. 

And in case any such articles shall be shipped or 

waterborne, for the purpose of being exported 

contrary to this act, the same shall be forfeited, 

and shall and may be seized and prosecuted, in 

like manner as for any other violation of the rev- 

enue laws of the United States. 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this 
| act, unless repealed, altered, or amended, by Con- 
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gress, shall be and continue in force so long as 
the above enumerated British colonial ports shall 
be open to the admission of vessels of the United 
States, conformably to the provisions of the Brit- 
ish act of Parliament of the 24th of June last, 
being the forty-fourth chapter of the acts of the 
third year of George the Fourth. But if at any 
time the trade and intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and all or any of the above enumerated 
British colonial ports, authorized by the said act 
of Parliament, should be prohibited by a British 
order in council, or by act of Parliament, then, 
from the day of the date of such order in council, 
or act of Parliament, or from the time that the 
same shall commence to be in force, proclama- 
tion to that effect having been made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, each and every pro- 
vision of this act, so far as the same shall apply 
to the intercourse between the United States and 
the above enumerated British colonial ports, in 
British vessels, shall cease to operate in their fa- 
vor ; and each and every provision of the “ Act 
concerning navigation,” approved on the eigh- 
teenth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen; and of the act supplementary thereto, 
approved on the fifteenth of May, one thousand 
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ive county within the District of Columbia, where. 
in the debtor doth reside, to try, hear, and dete, 
mine, the matter in controversy, between the cred. 
tor and debtor, their executors and administrators 
and upon full hearing of the allegations and ey;; 
dences, of both parties, to give judgment, accord. 
ing to the laws existing in the said District of (o. 
lumbia, and the equity and right of the matter, jp 
the same manner, and under the same rules anj 
regulations, to all intents and purposes, as such 
Justices of the Peace are now authorized and em. 
powered to do when the debt and damages do no, 
exceed the sum of twenty dollars, exclusive of 
costs: Provjded, nevertheless, That all Justices of 
the Peace, of the said county, shall be compelled 
upon entering judgments upon cases within thej; 
jurisdiction, to enter the same in such manner qs 
shall carry an interest thereon, from the date there. 
of, until the same shall be paid, or satisfied: Any 
provided, further, That no female, in any case what. 
ever, and no male above the age of seventy years. 
shall be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for any 
debt authorized to be sued for and recovered by 
this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases where judgments shall be rendered by a Jus- 


eight hundred and twenty, shall revive and be in | tice of the Peace, it shall be lawful for the defend- 


full force. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any 
British colonial port in the American hemisphere, 


other than those herein above enumerated, should, | 


by virtue of a British order in council, be opened 
to vessels of the United States, conforma 
the provisions of the said act of Parliament of the 
twenty-fourth of June last, each and every pro- 
vision of this act shall extend to the same, from 
the time when it shall be so opened to the vessels 
of the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the form 
of the bond aforesaid shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury ; and all penalties and 
forfeitures, incurred under this act, shall be sued 
for, recovered, distributed, and accounted for, and 
the same may be mitigated or remitted, in the 
manner, and according to the provisions, of the 
revenue laws of the United States. 

Approved, March 1, 1823. 





An Act to alter the time of holding the district court 
of the United States for the district of Kentucky. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the next 
term of the district court of the United States for 
the district of Kentucky, the said court shall hold 
its terms on the second Monday in April and | 
October in each year. 

Approved, March 1, 1823. 








An Act to extend the jurisdiction of Justices of the 
Peace, in the recovery of debts, in the District of 
Columbia. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of June next, in all cases where the real debt 
and damages do not exceed the sum of fifty dol- 
jars, exclusive of costs, it shall and may be lawful 
for any one Justice of the Peace, of each respect- 


ly to | Provided, Such Justice is living in the 
t 


ant to supersede the said judgment, at any time 
within sixty days from the rendition of the same, 
which supersedeas shall stay execution for six 
months thereafter, and shall be taken by the Jus- 
tice who rendered the judgment, and no other: 
county in 
which said judgment was rendered, and acting in 
his judicial capacity ; but if such Justice shall not 
be so acting, then, and in that case, before any 
other Justice of the Peace for the aforesaid couniy, 
who may be legally acting in that capacity. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Justi- 
ces of the Peace within the District of Columbia 
be, and they are hereby directed, and it is hereby 
made their duty, to keep a docket, and therein to re- 
cord, and make regular entries of their proceedings, 
in all cases in which they shall act in virtue of their 


| office, and they are hereby directed to furnish the 


plaintiffs and defendants, respectively, with a copy 
of any judgment by them rendered, when required, 
on which copy, any other Justice of the Peace of the 
county is hereby authorized to issue execution o! 
fieri facias, in the same manner as executions are 
now issued by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 
District of Columbia, which shall be returned 
within twenty days after being issued, to the Jus- 
tice who gave the judgment; and no judgment 
rendered before a Justice shall have the effect 
create any lien upon real estate. : 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, it any 
Justice of the Peace shall omit to keep a docket, 
as aforesaid, or be guilty of any other negligence 
or omission, by which the plaintiff (having ob- 
tained a judgment before such Justice,) shall lose 
his or her debt, that then, and in that case, the said 
Justice shall pay and satisfy to the said plainti 
the debt, interest, and costs, lost as aforesaid, to be 
recovered by plaint, before any other Justice of the 
Peace, who shall, on proof of the fact, render judg- 
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ment against such defaulting Justice, together with 
any interest that may have accrued on the debt. 
bec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and 
every Justice of the peace shall, and it is hereby 
made his duty, upon his resignation or removal 
from office, and it is also made the duty of his ex- 
ecutors or administrators, upon the death of any 
such Justice of the Peace, forthwith to deliver to 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the District of 
Columbia, within the county in which said Jus- 
tice of the Peace officiated, such docket or dockets 
as said Justice of the Peace, so resigning, removing, 
or dying, shall, or may have had; and it shall be 
the duty of the Clerk in whose possession said 





docket or dockets may be placed, to furnish copies | 


of all such entries made in said docket or dockets, 
to persons applying therefor, and who may be en- 
titled thereto, in the same manner, and to have the 
same effect, as if said copies had been furnished by 
the said Justices, so resigning, removing, or dying, 
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in any case of appeal from the decision of a Jus- 
| tice of the Peace, the Circuit Court, where two 
| summonses against the appellee shall be returned 
| non est, or one attachment returned non est, and 
| the said appellee shall not appear, the Court may 
| proceed to hear and determine such case, in the 
| same manner as if the appellee had regularly ap- 
| peared: Provided, That no appeal from the judg- 
ment of any Justice of the Peace to the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia shall be dis- 
missed because the same had not been prayed to 
the Cireuit Court next after the rendition of such 
judgment, unless the Court shall be satisfied that 
| the defendant had notice of such judgment at 
least ten days before the sitting of said Circuit 
Court. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of June next, no Justice of 
the Peace, within the District of Columbia, be- 
fore whom any judgment hath been rendered, 





by a Justice of the Peace, hath been taken, shall 


as the case may be: And, in case of the death, re- | or any supersedeas on any judgment rendered 
signation, removal from office, or other incapaciiy, | | 

of any person who may have acted as a Justice of | make return of any such judgment or super- 
the Peace as aforesaid, and neglect (on the part of | sedeas to the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
himself, or executors, or administrators, as the case | Court of the District of Columbia, for the pur- 
may be) to transfer such docket or dockets, he or | pose that the same should be recorded or filed 
they shall forfeit to the United States, the sum of | therein, by the Clerks of the said Circuit Court ; 


five hundred dollars, to be recovered as other pen- 
alties due to the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Judges 
of the Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
shall not hold original plea in the said Court of 
any debt or damage in cases withia the jurisdic- 
tion given to Justices of the Peace by this act, 
which shall not exceed fifty dollars, exclusive of 
costs, any law to the contrary notwithstanding : 
Provided, nevertheless, That nothing in this act 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
to divest the Circuit Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia from the power of holding plea of any 
debt or damages, where the same doth not exceed 
the sum of fifty dollars, or may be above the sum 
of twenty dollars, where the writ of original pro- 
cess, issued for the recovery of the same, shall 
have been impetrated at any time before the first 
day of June next. 

ee. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where the debt or demand doth exceed the sum 
of five dollars, and either plaintiff or defendant 
shall think him or herself aggrieved by the judg- 
ment of any Justice of the Peace, he or she shall 
be at liberty to appeal to the next Circuit Court 
to be held in the county in which the said judg- 
ment shall have been rendered, before the Judges 
thereof; who are hereby, upon the petition of the 
appellant, in a summary way, empowered and di- 
rected to hear the allegations and proofs of both 
parties, and determine upon the same according 
to law, and the equity and right of the matter, at 
the same term in which the said petition shall be 
exhibited, without further continuance or delay, 
unless it shall appear to the said Court that fur- 
ther time ought to be given to the party applying 
for the same ; and either of the said parties may 

demand a trial by jury, or leave the cause to be 
determined by the Court, at their election ; and, 


| any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
| Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any Jus- 
tice of the Peace before whom supersedeas may 
be taken, or any other Justice of the Peace of 
said county, may, and shall, at the request of the 
plaintiff, or any other person authorized by, or on 
behalf of, the said plaintiff, issue execution, by 
way of capias ad satisfaciendum, or fieri facias, 
| against the principal debtor, and his sureties, or 
against either of them, after the expiration of the 
time so mentioned in the said supersedeas. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
| Constables of the said District, who have been, 
| or may hereafter be, duly appointed and qualified, 

according to law, are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to serve and levy executions issued by a 
Justice of the Peace, on judgments obtained for 
small debts, out of Court, in the same manner, 
and by the same process, as the Marshal of the ° 
District of Columbia, or his deputies, are author- 
ized to do; and that a commission of five per cent. 
be allowed the Constable for every sum thereon 
by him levied: Provided, That said Constables 
‘shall, before they proceed to the discharge of 
the duties required by this act, give bond to the 
United States, with good and sufficient security, 
in the penalty of two thousand dollars, to be ap- 
proved of by any one of the Judges of the Circuit 
Court of said District, for the due performance of 
the duties of a Constable, and, also, for the duties 
| and trusts reposed in them by virtue of this act; 
‘and it shall be the duty of such Judge, forthwith, 
to have the same filed or entered on record by 
the Clerk of the county in which said Constable 
may reside, at the cost and expense of said Con- 
stable. And the said Constables shall, after this 
act goes into effect, make all returns now made 
to the Clerk of the Circuit Court, to the Justices 
of the Peace, at such times, in such manner, and 
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under such penalties, as are at present established 
by law, in rendering the same to the said Clerk: 
Provided, That no return, judgment, or execution, 
shall be received or recorded as satisfied, by the 
said Justices of the Peace, without the receipt of 
the plaintiff annexed to the same: Provided, also, 
That nothing in this act contained, shall be con- 
strued to prohibit or prevent the Marshal, or his 
deputies, in the respective counties in the District 
of Columbia, from executing or levying execu- 
tions, issued by a Justice of the Peace, for small 
debts, out of court, when the same are put into 
their hands for that purpose, in the sama manner 
as by law they have been, or now are authorized 
to do; but, for executing or levying such execu- 
tions, the said Marshal, or his deputies, shall be 
entitled to the same commission, and nothing 
more, as is herein allowed to Constables in such 
cases; and where the Marshal or Constable shall 
have received money, on any judgment or exccu- 
tion, not exceeding twenty dollars, and shall fail 
or omit to pay the same to the plaintiff, or his 
agent, when thereto demanded; or shall omit or 
fail to return any execution within the time lim- 
ited for such return, it shall and may be lawful 
for any Court of Record, within the District of 
Columbia, on motion made, five days previous 
notice being given to said Marshal or Constable, 
to enter up judgment, instanter, against them for 
the amount so received, with interest and costs. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That, where 
any judgment before any Justice of the Peace shall 
have continued for more than one year, and the 
said judgment had not been paid or satisfied, it 
shall and may be lawful for the justice before 
whom the said judgment had been obtained, or 
any other Justice of the Peace for said county, to 
revive the same by scire facias, which shall be 
made returnable on a certain day, not exceeding 
forty days from the time of issuing the same, to 
the said justice, or other Justice of the Peace 
of said county; and any constable, qualified as 
above mentioned, of the said county, is hereby 
authorized and required to serve such writ of scire 
facias, and make due return thereof on the return 











day mentioned in the said writ, in the same man- | 


ner, and entitled to the same fee, and liable to the 
same penalty, as in the case of a warrant issued 
by a Justice of the Peace, as directed by law, in 
such case made and provided. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it may 
be lawful for any constable, qualified as aforesaid, 
to deliver any person committed by a Justice of 
the Peace, on a capias ad satisfaciendum, when 
the case may or doth so require; and that the said 
marshal, or his jailor, is hereby required and di- 
rected to take charge of such person, and the same 
in his custody safe keep, until such person or per- 
sons shall be daly discharged therefrom, according 
to law. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Jus- 
tices of the Peace be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized and empowered to issue capias ad satisfacien- 
dum, or fier facias, in all cases where the said 
justices are empowered to render judgment by 
virtue of this act, or the laws already in existence 


Public Acts of Congress. 


———— 
in the District of Columbia: Provided, howeye, 
and it is hereby enacted, that the necessary beds 
bedding, not exceeding one bed and the bedding 
thereof for every two persons belonging to th, 
family of every such debtor, and wearing appare| 
and one cow of each and every debtor and }j, 
family, against whose goods, chattels, and effec; 
a writ of fieri facias shall be issued, as aforesaiq 
shall not be liable to seizure and sale, under such 
writ, but shall, in all cases, be exempt, togethey 
with the tools and implements of his trade, from, 
the operation of the same; nor shall it be law{,) 
for any person to distrain them for rent. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shal| 
and may be lawful for the several Justices of the 
Peace within the District of Columbia, to ask anj 
receive, for the performance of their duties unde, 
this act, such fees as are allowed to said justices, 
for similar services, by the laws at present in force 
in the said District. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in every 
action to be brought by virtue of this act, wher 
the sum demanded shall exceed twenty dollars, i 
shall be lawful for either of the parties to the suit, 
after issue joined, and before the justice shall pro- 
ceed to inquire into the merits of the cause, to de- 
mand of the said justice that such action be tried 
by a jury ; and, upon said demand, the said justice 
is hereby required to issue a venire, under his hand 
and seal, directed to any constable of the county 
where said cause is to be tried, commanding him 
to summon twelve jurors, to be and appear before 
the justice issuing such venire, at such time and 
place as shall be therein expressed, and the jurors 
thus summoned shall possess the qualifications, 
and be subject to the exceptions, now existing by 
law in the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any 
of the persons so summoned and returned as jurors, 
shall not appear, or be challenged and set aside, 
the justice before whom the said cause is to be 
tried, shall direct the constable to summon, and 
return forthwith, a tales, each of whom shall be 
subject to the same exceptions as the jurors afore- 
said, so as to make up the number of twelve, after 
all causes of challenge are disposed of by the jus- 
tice; and the said twelve persons shall be the jury 
who shall try the cause, each of whom shall be 
sworn by the justice, well and truly to try the 
matter in difference between the parties, and a tru 
verdict to give, according to evidence; and, the 
said jury being sworn, shall sit together, and heat 
the proofs and allegations of the parties, in public, 
and when the same is gone through with, the }us- 
tices shall administer to the constable the follow- 
ing oath, viz: “You do swear, that you shall 
keep this jury together, in some private room, witl- 
out meat or drink, except water; that you will no! 
suffer any person to speak to them, nor will you 
speak to them yourself, unless by order of the jus 
tice, until they have agreed on their verdict.” And 
when the jurors have agreed on their verdict, they 
shall deliver the same publicly to the justice, wht 
is hereby required to give judgment, forthwith, 
thereon, and the said justice is hereby authorize 
to issue execution on said judgment, in the mal: 
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ner and under the limitations hereinbefore di- 








States, ninety-four cents per ton of the vessel’s 
rected. French passport. 

Sec. 17. And be i further enacted, That, in ad- Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
dition to the fees hereinbefore provided for in trials | retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
before justices, there shall be allowed to the justice, | thorized to cause to be refunded, from any moneys. 
for issuing a venire facias, twenty-five cents, and | in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, any 
for swearing the jury, twelve and an half cents; | extra duties levied before the twenty-fourth day 
to the jurors sworn to try, twelve and an half | of June last, by virtue of the act of Congress of 
cents each; and to the constable, for summoning | the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred 
the jury, thirty-seven and an half cents. and twenty, imposing a new tonnage duty on 

Approved, March 1, 1823. French ships or vessels. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, if the 
second article of the said Convention, concluded 
on the twenty-fourth of June last, should be rati- 
fied by both the os parties thereto, and 

; the ratifications thereof shall be exchanged on or 
the twenty-fourth day of June, eighteen hundred | phefore the twenty-third day of June next, then, 
and twenty-two. from and after the expiration of two months sub- 

Be it enacted, §c., That the act to impose a new | sequent to the exchange of ratifications, and during 
tonnage duty on French ships and vessels, ap-| the continuance in force of the said separate arti- 
proved on the fifteenth day of May, one thousand | cle, the extra duties specified in the second section 
eight hundred and twenty, be, and the same is | of this act, shall be levied only upon the excess of 
hereby, repealed. value of the merchandise imported into the United 

Sec. 2. And be i& further enacted, 'That, for the | States in any F'rench vessel, over the value of the 
term of two years, from and after the thirtieth | merchandise exported from the United States in 
day of September last, articles of the growth, | the same vessel, upon the same voyage; so that, 
produce, or manufacture, of France, imported into | jf the value of the articles exported shall equal or 
the United States, in French vessels, shall pay an | exceed that of the articles imported in the same 
additional duty of three dollars and seventy-five | vessel, (not including articles imported for transit 
cents per ton of merchandise, according to the | or re-exportation,) no such extra duties shall be 
tenor of the Convention of Navigation and Com- | levied; and if the articles exported are less in 


merce between the United States and France, | value than those imported, the extra duties shall 
concluded on the twenty-fourth day of June, one | be levied only upon the amount of difference of 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, over and | their value. 

above the duties collected upon the like articles,| Spc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all acts, or 
also of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of | parts of acts of Congress, incompatible with the 





An Act for carrying into effect the Convention of 
Navigation and Commerce between the United 
States and France, concluded at Washington on 


| France, when imported in vessels of the United | execution of each and every article of the said 


States: Provided, always, That no discriminating | Convention, concluded on the twenty-fourth of 
duty shall be levied upon the productions of the | June last, and of its ratified separate articles, be, 
soil or industry of France, imported in French | and the same are hereby, repealed. 
bottoms, into the ports of the United States, for Approved, March 3, 1823. 
transit Or re-exportation. ’ 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the expiration of two years from the said 
thirtieth day of September last, in case of the 
continuance in force of the said Convention, and 
so long as the same shall continue in force, the : ; 
extra duties, specified in the second section of | Be %# enacted, §c., That the following sums be, 
this act, shall, from and after the said thirtieth | and the same are hereby, respectively appropriated 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred | for the military service of the United States, for 
and twenty-four, be diminished by one-fourth of | the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
their ats amount; and, afterwards, by one- | three, to wit: 
fourth of said amount, from year to year,solong| For the pay of the Army, and subsistence of the 
as neither of the parties to the said Convention | officers, nine hundred and eighty-eight thousand 
shall have declared the intention of renouncing | nine hundred and seven dollars and seventy-five 
the same, in the manner therein provided, and | cents. 
until the whole of such discriminating and extra} For subsistence, two hundred and seventy-six 
duty shall have been done away. thousand one hundred doilars. ; 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, during| For forage for officers, thirty-five thousand five 
the continuance in force of the said Convention, | hundred and twenty dollars. 
the duties of tonnage, light money, pilotage, port} For the medical and hospital department, fifteen 
charges, brokerage, and all other duties, upon for- | thousand six hundred and thirty-eight dollars. 
eign shipping, over and above those paid by ves- For the purchasing department, one hundred 
sels of the United States other than those specified | and thirty-six thousand three hundred and fifty- 
in the second section of this act, shall not exceed, | one dollars. 
for French vessels, in the ports of the United} For the Quartermaster General’s department, 





An Act making appropriations for the Military service 
of the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three. 
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two hundred and ninety-seven thousand one hun- | thereafter, to order suit to be commenced agains 


dred and forty-eight dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the Army, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For Quartermaster’s supplies, transportation, 
mathematical instruments, books, and stationery, 
~ the Military Academy, twelve thousand dol- 
ars. 

For the pensions to the invalids, to the commu- 
tation pensioners, and to the widows and orphans, 
three hundred and thirty-five thousand dollars. 

For pensions to the Revolutionary pensioners 
of the United States, one million five hundred 
and thirty-eight thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen dollars. 


For the national armories, three hundred and 

“a thousand dollars. 
or the current expenses of the Ordnance, forty- 

eight thousand dollars. 

For arsenals, thirty-three thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For arrearages in the War Department, prior to 
the first of July , one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, thirty-five thousand dollars. 


For the payment of the balance of the expenses 
of the militia court-martial of the State of New 
York, of which Brigadier General Gerrard Sted- 
deford was president, including the sum of one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight dollars 
eighty-nine cents, to make up the deficiency in 
the sum appropriated last year for the payment of 
Brigadier General Beekman, M. Van Buren, a 
member of said court, one thousand six hundred 
and twenty-six dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

For the annuity to the Creek Indians, under the 
treaty of the eighth of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one, with that tribe, five 
thousand dollars. 


For the employment of teams, and for extra pay 
and rations to suldiers to be employed for the com- 
pletion of the military road from Plattsburg to 
Sackett’s Harbor, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to Captain Terry Runnels, 
due him for the transportation of baggage in the 
late Seminole war, forty-eight dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the sev- 
eral suims hereby appropriated shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated: Provided, however, That no money appro- 
ast by this act shall be paid to any person, for 

is cumpensation, who is in arrears to the United 
States, until such person shall have accounted for, 
and paid into the Treasury, all sums for which he 
may be liable: Provided, further, That nothing in 
this section contained shall extend to balances 
arising solely from the depreciation of Treasury 
notes, received by such person to be expended in 
the public service; but in all cases where the pay 
or salary of any person is withheld, in pursuance 


of this act, it shall be the duty of the accounting | 


officer, if demanded by the party, his agent, or at- 
torney, to report forthwith to the agent of the 
Treasury Department the balance due; and it shall 


be the duty of the said agent, within sixty days | 


such delinquent and his sureties. 
Approved March 3, 1823. 


An Act making further appropriations for the Military 
service of the United States, for the year one thoy. 





sand eight hundred and twenty-three, and for othe, 

purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c.. That the following sums by, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: 

For pay allowed by law to the Superintendey, 
of Indian Affairs at St. Louis, and the severa| 
Indian agents, twenty-six thousand five hundro 
dollars. 

For pay allowed by law to sub-agents, elevey 
thousand dollars. 

For presents to Indians, as authorized by the 
law of one thousand eight hundred and two, fif. 
teen thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the Indian Depart. 
ment, ninety thousand dollars. 

To enable the President of the United States tp 
take such measures as may be necessary to pur. 
chase the right, title, and interest, which certain 
Indians have in three several tracts of land of 
four hundred acres each, lying in the county of 
Tuscaroeras, in the State of Ohio, which were 
granted by Congress in seventeen hundred and 
ninety-six, to the Society of United Brethren, on 
trust, for the sole benefit of said Indians, the pur- 
chase to be made with the consent of said Society, 
one thousand dollars. 

To purchase certain tracts of land, in the State 
of Georgia, reserved to the Indians, in fee, by the 
treaties with the Creek Indians, of the ninth day 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, and of the eighth day of January, one thov- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-one; and by the 
treaties with the Cherokee Indians, of the eighth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, and of the twenty-seventh day of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 

| fifty thousand dollars. 
| Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral sums hereby wee shall be paid out of 
| any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated : Provided however, That no money appro- 
priated by this act shall be paid to any person 
| who is in arrears to the United States, until such 
| person shall have accounted for, and paid into the 
| Treasury, all sums for which he may be liable: 
| Provided further, That nothing in this section con- 
tained shall extend to balances arising solely from 
‘the depreciation of Treasury notes, received by 
| such person to be expended in the public service; 
but, in all cases where the pay or salary of any 
such person is withheld, in pursuance of this act, 
it shall be the duty of the accounting officers, 1! 
demanded by the party, his agent, or attorney, (0 
report forthwith to the agent of the Treasury De- 
partment the balance due ; and it shall be the dut) 
of the said agent, within sixty days thereafter 
order suit to be commenced against such delin- 
| quent and his sureties. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much 
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of the appropriation of sixty-five thousand dollars, 
made by the act of the third of March, eighteen 
hundred and eed for carrying into effect 
the treaty of the eighteenth October, eighteen hun- 
dred pn twenty, with the Choctaw Indians, as 
remains unexpended, may, under the direction of 
the President of the United States, be employed 
in obtaining such a modification of said treaty, as 
to have established as the eastern boundary of the 
cession made by that treaty to the Choctaws, and 
as the western boundary of the Territory of Ar- 


| kansas, a line due south from the southwest corner 


of the State of Missouri to Red river; and for 
running the line thus modified, and removing all 


> obstructions to a due execution of the stipulations 


of the treaty of eighteen hundred and twenty. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





' An Act to amend ‘An act for the establishment of a 


Territorial Government in Florida,” and for other 
purposes. 


Be it enacted, &c., That all that territory, ceded 
by Spain to the United States, known by the 
name of East and West Florida, shall constitute 
a Territory of the United States, under the name 


. of the Territory of Florida, the government where- 


of shall be organized and administered as follows : 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the exe- 


| cutive power shall be vested in the Governor, who 


shall reside in the said Territory, and hold his 
office during the term of three years, unless sooner 
removed by the President of the United States. 


. He shall be commander-in-chief of the militia of 


the said Territory, and be, ex-officio, Superinten- 
dent of Indian Affairs ; and shall have power to 
grant pardons for offences against the said Terri- 
tory, and reprieves for those against the United 
States, until the decision of the President of the 


| United States thereon shall be made known; and 


to appoint and commission, by and with the con- 
sent of the Legislative Council, all officers, civil 
and of the militia, whose appointments are not 


' herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 


- established b 
_ laws be faithfully executed. 


EE PEBE 


law. He shall take care that the 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a Secre- 
tary of the Territory shall be appointed, who shall 


_ hold his office during the term of four years, un- 


less sooner removed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States; whose duty it shall be, under the 
direction of the Governor, to record and preserve 
all the papers and proceedings of the Executive, 
and all the acts of the Governor and Legislative 
Council; and transmit authentic copies of the pro- 
ceedings of the Governor, in his Ruecntive De- 
partment, every six months, to the President of 
the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in case 
of the death, removal, resignation, or necessary 
absence, of the Governor of the said Territory, 
the Secretary thereof shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required, to execute all the powers, 
and perform all the duties, of the Governor, dur- 
ing the vacancy occasioned by the removal, resig- 
nation, or necessary absence, of the said Governor; 





who shall, in no case, leave the said Territory 
without permission first had of the President of 
the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative powers shall be vested in the Governor, and 
in thirteen fit and discreet persons of the Territory, 
nine of whom shall constitute a quorum to do 
business, to be called the Legislative Council; 
who shall be appointed, annually, by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, from among the citi- 
zens of the United States, or from among the in- 
habitants of the Territory, resident there at the 
cession; but no person shall be eligible as a mem- 
ber of the said Legislative Council, who shall not 
have resided in the said Territory at least six 
months previous to his appointment. The Gov- 
ernor and Legislative Council shall have legisla- 
tive powers over all rightful subjects of legisla- 
tion ; but no law shall be valid which is inconsist- 
ent with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States; or which shall lay any person under re- 
straint, burden, or disability, on account of his re- 
ligious opinions, professions, or worship. The 
Governor shall alitati throughout the said Ter- 
ritory, all the laws which shall be made; and 
shall, on or before the first of December, in each 
year, report the same to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, to be laid before Congress; which, if 
disapproved of by Congress, shall thenceforth be 
of noforce. The Governor and Legislative Coun- 
cil shall have no power over the primary disposal 
of the soil, nor to tax the lands of the United 
States, nor to interfere with the claims to lands 
within the said Territory. The Legislative Coun- 
cil shall hold a session once in each year, com- 
mencing on the first Monday in May, in each and 
every year, but shall not continue longer in ses- 
sion than four weeks, after the first session, which 
shall not continue longer than eight weeks ; to be 
held in the city of St. Augustine, or at such other 
place, or places, as the Governor and Council 
may, from time to time, direct. It shall be the 
duty of the Governor to obtain all the informa- 
tion in his power ia relation to the customs, habits, 
and dispositions, of the inhabitants of the said 
Territory, and communicate the same, from time 
to time, to the President of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every bill 
which shall have passed the Legislative Council, 
shall, before it become a law, be presented to the 
Governor. If he approve of it, he shall sign it; 
and, if not, he shall return it with his objections, 
in writing, to the Legislative Council, who shall 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and 
proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsid- 
eration, two-thirds of the members of the Legisla- 
tive Council agree to pass the bill, it shall become 
a law; and the names of persons voting for, or 
against, the bill, shall be entered on the journal: 
Provided, nevertheless, That all bills to tax the in- 
habitants of the said Territory, or their property, 
shall, before they become laws, receive the sanic- 
tion of Congress; except when the said bills shall 
authorize county, city, and town, officers to col- 
lect taxes for the use and benefit of their respect- 
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ive counties, cities, and towns; and for no other 


rposes. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That the judi- 
cial power shall be vested in two Superior Courts, 
and in such Inferior Courts, and justices of the 
peace, as the Legislative Council of the Territor 
may, from time to time, establish. There shall 
be a superior court for that part of the Territory 
known as East Florida, to consist of one judge ; 
he shall hold his court on the first Mondays of 
May and November, in each year, at St. Augus- 
tine, and at such other times and places as the 
Legislative Council shall direct. There shall bea 
superior court for that part of the Territory known 
as Wesi Florida, to consist of one judge; he shall 
hold a court at Pensacola, on the first Mondays in 
May and November, in each year, and at such 
other times and places as the Legislative Council 
shall direct. ithin its limits, herein described 
each court shall have jurisdiction in all criminal 
cases; and exclusive jurisdiction in all capital 
offences; and original jurisdiction in all civil 
cases, of the value of one hundred dollars, arising 
under, and cognizable by, the laws of the Territory 
now in force therein, or which may at any time, 
be enacted by the Legislative Council thereof. 
Each judge shall appoint a clerk for his respect- 
ive court, who sha P reside, respectively, at St. 
Augustine and Pensacola, and they shall keep the 
records there. Each clerk shall receive for his 
services, in all cases arising under the territorial 
laws, such fees as shall be established by the Le- 

islative Council. And the said judges may ad- 
journ their respective courts to any other time or 
place, whenever St. Augustine or Pensacola shall 
be infected with a malignant fever; and writs of 
error and appeal from the final decision of the 
said superior courts, authorized by this section of 
this act, shall be made to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the same manner, and under 
the same regulations, as from the Circuit Courts 
of the United States, where the amount in con- 
troversy, to be ascertained by the oath, or affirma- 
tion, of either party, shall exceed one thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the said superior courts shall, moreover, have and 
exercise the same jurisdiction within its limits, in 
all cases arising under the laws and Constitution 
of the United States, which, by an act to establish 
the judicial courts of the United States, appréved 
the twenty-fourth of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, and “An act in 
addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to establish 
the judicial courts of the United States,” approved 
the second of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, was vested in the court of Ken- 
tucky district. And writs of error and appeal 
from the decisions in the said superior courts, au- 
thorized by this section of this act, shall be made 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the 
same cases, and under the same regulations, as 
from the circuit courts of the United States. The 
clerks, respectively, shall keep the records at the 
places where the courts are held, and shall receive, 
in all cases arising under the laws and Constitu- 
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tion of the United States, the same fees which the 
clerk of the Kentucky district received for simila; 
services, whilst that court exercised the powers of 
the circuit and district courts. 

Sec. 9, And be it further enacted, That ther 
shall be appointed two persons, learned in the lay 
to act as attorneys of the United Statrs, as welj 
as for the Territory: one for that part of the Te. 
ritory known as East Florida, the other for tha: 
part of the Territory known as West Florida ; 
each of whom, in addition to their stated fees jp 
civil cases, shall be paid, as a full compensatioy 
for all extra services, annually, the sum of two 
hundred dollars. There shall also be appointej 
two marshals, one for each of the said superio; 
courts, who shall, each, perform the same duties, 
be subject to the same regulations and penalti« 
and be entitled to the same fees, to which mar. 
shals in other districts are entitled for similar ser. 
vices; and shall, in addition, be paid the sum of 
two hundred dollars, annually, as a compensation 
for extra services, and shall also be subject to such 
ae and penalties as the Legislative Coup. 
cil shall impose, while acting under, and in virtue 
of, the territorial laws. 

Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That the Gov- 
ernor, secretary, judges of the superior courts, dis- 
trict attorneys, marshals, and all general officers 
of the militia, shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. All judicial officers shall 
hold their offices for the term of four years, and no 
longer. The Governor, secretary, judges, mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council, justices of the 
peace, and all other officers, civil and of the mili- 
tia, before they enter upon the duties of their re- 
spective offices, shall take an oath, or affirmation, 
to support the Constitution of the United States, 
and for the faithful discharge of the duties of their 
office, before a judge of the Supreme or district 
court of the United States, or before a judge or 
justice of the peace of the Territory. The Gov- 
ernor shall receive an annual salary of two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars; the secretary, of one 
thousand five hundred; and the judges, of fifteen 
hundred, each; to be paid quarterly, out of the 
Treasury of the United States. The members of 
the Legislative Council shall receive three dollars, 
each, per day, during their attendance in council, 
and three dollars for every twenty miles in going 
to, and returning from, any meeting of the Legis 
lative Council, once in each session, and no more. 
The members of the Legislative Council shall be 
privileged from arrest, except in cases of treason, 
felony, or breach of the peace, during their going 
to, attendance at, and returning from, each session 
of said Council. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the laws 
of the United States relating to the revenue and 
its collection, subject to the modification stipulated 
by the fifteenth article of the treaty of the twenly- 
second of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, in favor of Spanish vessels and theit 
cargoes, and all other public acts of the United 
States, not inconsistent or repugnant to the pro 
visions of this act, now in force, or which may 


/ 
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hereafter be in force, shall extend to, and have 
full force and effect in, the Territory aforesaid. 
Seo. 12. And be it further enacted, That, to the 
end that the inhabitants may be protected in their 
liberty, property, and religion, no law shall ever 
be valid which shal! impair, or in anywise re- 
strain, the freedom of religious opinions, profes- 
sions, and worship. They shall be entitled to the 
benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. They shall 
be bailable in all cases, except for capital offences, 
where the proof is evident or the presumption 
great; all fines shall be moderate, and proportion- 











: ate to the offence, and excessive bail shall not be 


Bae ome 


required, nor cruel or unusual punishments in- 
flicted ; no ex post facto law, or laws impairing 
the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed ; 
nor shail private property be taken for public uses 
without just compensation. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That all free 
male white persons, of full age, who are house- 
keepers, and who shall have resided one year in 
the said Territory, shall be qualified to act as 

rand and petit jurors in the courts of the said 

erritory ; and they shall, until the Legislature 
thereof shall otherwise direct, be selected in such 
manner as the judges of the said courts shall re- 
spectively prescribe, so as to be most conducive to 
an impartial trial, and be least burdensome to the 
inhabitants of the said Territory. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons to import, 
or bring into the said Territory, from any port or 
place without the limits of the United States, or 
cause or procure to be so imported or brought, or 
knowingly to aid or asssist in so importing or 
bringing any slave or slaves; and any person so 
offending, and being thereof convicted, before any 
court within the said Territory, having compe- 
tent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay, for each 
and every slave so imported or brought, the sum 
of three hundred dollars ; one moiety for the use 
of the United States, and the other moiety for the 
use of the person or persons who shall sue for the 
same ; and every slave, so imported, or brought, 
shall, thereupon, become entitled to, and receive, 
his or her freedom. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the cit- 
izens of the said Territory shall be entitled to one 
Delegate to Congress for the said Territory, who 
shall possess the same powers heretofore granted 
to the Delegates from the other Territories of the 
United States: Provided, That no person shall 
be eligible for that office who shall not have re- 
sided at least twelve months in the said Territory. 
The Delegate shall be elected by such description 
of persons, at such times, and under such regula- 
tions, as the Governor and Legislative Council 
may, from time to time, ordain and direct, soldiers 
of the United States excepted, who shall, under 
‘ho cireumsiances, be qualified to vote. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That an act, 
entitled “An act for the establishment of a terri- 
torial government in Florida,” be and the same 
is hereby repealed, so far as the same is inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of this act; and that the 
proceedings of the last session of the Legislative 
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Council of Florida be and the same are hereb 
confirmed, to remain in full force and effect until 
the end of the next session of the said Council, 
unless sooner altered, modified, or repealed, with 
the exception of all revenue laws imposing taxes 
on the inhabitants or their property, and the law 
authorizing the Governor to borrow five thousand 
dollars on the credit of the said Territory, and the 
law establishing county courts, which are hereby 
declared null and void: Provided, That no loan 
of money already made or obtained, under said 
law, shall be affected by this act, and that the act 
approved the second of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, by the Governor, 
repealing all the laws and ordinances in force in 
the said Territory, shall be, and is hereby, de- 
clared to have effect on the day of its passage by 
the Legislative Council, and not of its approval by 
the Governor. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act amending, and supplementary to, the “ Act 
for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida,’”’ and to provide for the survey and 
disposal of the public lands in Florida. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the powers of the Board 
of Commissioners heretofore appointed, for as- 
certaining claims and titles to lands in the Terri- 
tory of Florida, shall be confined, exclusively, to 
the examination of titles and claims in that por- 
tion of the said Territory, heretofore known as 
West Florida; and that for ascertaining titles 
and claims in East Florida, the President is here- 
by authorized, in the recess of the Senate, to ap- 
point three commissioners, which appointments 
shall be of force until the end of the next session 
of Congress thereafter, who may appoint their 
secretary, and who, with their secretary, shall, 
within the district of East Florida, possess all the 
powers given by, perform all the duties required, 
and shall, in all respects, be subject to, the pro- 
visions of the act of the eighth of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-two, entitled “An 
act for ascertaining claims and titles tolands in the 
Territory of Florida,” except so far as the same is 
altered or cuanged by the provisions of this act; 
which Board of Commissioners, heretofore a 
pointed, with that hereafter appointed, shall hold 
their sessions, severally, at the place within their 
respective districts, heretofore designated by law; 
but may adjotrn to some other convenient place 
within their district, and may continue their ses- 
sions until the second Monday in February next, 
when they shall make a return of their proceed- 
ings to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid 
before Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in the 
examination of titles to land before either of said 
Boards of Commissioners, the claimant or claim- 
ants shall not be required to produce in evidence 
the deraignment of title from the original grantee 
or patentee, but the Commissioners shall confirm 
every claim in favor of actual settlers at the time 
of cession of the said Territory to the United 
States, where the quantity claimed does not ex- 
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ceed three thousand five hundred acres, where | as, in the opinion of the President of the Unite 
such deraignment cannot be obtained, the validity | States, there shall be a sufficient quantity of th, 
of which i; been recognised by the Spanish | public lands surveyed, within either of the districi, 
Government, and where the claimant or claim- | of East or West Florida, to authorize the Openin 
aints shall produce satisfactory evidence of his, | of one or both of the land offices aforesaid}, 
her, or their right to the land claimed: And said | shall cause the same to be opened, and shall nO: 
Commissioners shall have the power, any law to | ceed, from time to time, to appoint, with the ag. 
the contrary notwithstanding, of deciding on the | Vice and consent of the Senate, for each of the 
validity of all claims derived from the Spanish | said offices, a register and receiver of the public 
Government in favor of actual settlers, where the | moneys, who shall give security, in the same 
qr claimed does not exceed three thousand | sums, and in the same manner, and whose cop. 
ve hundred acres. pensation, emoluments, duties, and authority, shall 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of | in every respect, be the same, in :elation to the 
the Commissioners heretofore appointed, who has | lands to be disposed of at their offices, as are oy 
performed, and shall hereafter perform, the duties | may be provided by law in relation to the registers 
assigned him, shall receive compensation in pro- | and receivers of public moneys, in the severq| 
portion to that heretofore allowed him. And each | land offices established for the disposal of the 
of the Commissioners hereafter appointed for East | public lands of the United States. 
Florida, who shall actually perform the duties} Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That, when. 
assigned him, shall receive the sum of two thou- | ever a land office shall have been established ip 
san dollars, as a full compensation, payable quar- either of the districts aforesaid, and a register and 
terly, trom ‘the Treasury of the United States. receiver of public moneys appointed for the same, 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall | the President of the United States shall be, and 
be the duty of the district attorneys for said dis- | he is hereby, authorized to direct so much of the 
tricts respectively, whenever required to do so by ew lands, lying in such district, as shall have 
the commissioners within his district, to attend | been surveyed according to law, to be offered {or 
them for the purpose of arguing and explaining | sale, in the same manner, and with the same res. 
any points of 5. that may be deemed necessary | ervations and exceptions, and on the same terms 
to be examined ; and said attorney shall be en- | and conditions, in every respect, as have been, or 


titled to the same compensation therefor as when 
attending on the district court of said Territory. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all 


| may hereafter be, provided for the sale of the 
| public lands of the United States. 
| Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That an eo- 





claims not filed with the commissioners of the | tire township, in each of the districts of Kast and 
district, where the land claim is situated, in the | West Florida, shall be reserved from sale, for the 
manner prescribed by the act to which this is an | use of a seminary of learning, to be located by 
amendment, on or before the first day of Decem- | the Secretary of the Treasury. 
ber next, shall be held to be void, and of none| Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the 
effect. navigable rivers and waters in the districts of 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall | East and West Florida, shall be, and forever re- 
be the duty of the marshal to execute and make | main, public highways. — 
return of all process which may be issued by the | Sec. 13. And be it furthér enacted, That so much 
said commissioners, or the commissioners may, | Of the act, approved the eighth day of May, one 
where they deem it necessary, authorize and em- | thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, entitled 
power any other person to execute and retarn | “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land 
said process. in the Territory of Florida,” as is inconsistent 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That so soon | With the provisions of this act, be, and the same 
as the commissioners shall have decided and re- | is hereby, repealed ; and so much thereof as pro- 
pester on the private claims, in said Territory of | Vides for the appointment of a Surveyor General, 
lorida, a surveyor shall be appointed for the | and allows him to charge fees, is hereby repealed. 
Territory of Florida, who shall. keep his office; Approved, March 3, 1823. 
at such place, within the said Territory, as the — 
President of the United States shall designate ; a : 
and shall receive the sum of two thousand dol- | 4% Act providing for the execution of the titles 0 
lars, payable quarterly, at the Treasury of the | land in that part of the State of Louisiana situated 
United cen. ’ | between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river, &c. 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the| Be tt enacted, §c., That all that tract of country 
disposal of the lands of the United States, lying ; situated between the Rio Hondo and Sabine river, 
in the district of East Florida, a land office shall | within the State of Louisiana, and previously to 
be established and kept at such place, within said | the treaty of the twenty-second of February, ont 
district, as the President of the United States | thousand eight hundred and nineteen, between 
shall direct; and that, for the disposal of the | the United States and Spain, called the neutral 
lands of the United States lying in the district of | territory, be, and the same is hereby, attached to 
West Florida, a land office shall be established at | the gistrict south of Red river; and the registe! 
such place, in said district, as the President of the | and receiver of the land office, in said district, 
United States shall direct. are required to receive and record all written ev! 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, so soon ! dences of claim to land in said tract of country, 
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derived from, and issued by, the Spanish Govern- 
ment of Texas, prior to the twentieth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
according to the regulations, as to the granting of 
lands, the laws and ordinances of said Govern- 
ment, and to receive and record all evidences of 
claim, founded on occupation, habitation, and 
cultivation, designating particularly the time and 
manner in which each tract was occupied, inhab- 
ited, or cultivated, prior to, and on, the twenty- 
second February, eighteen hundred and nineteen, 
and the continuance thereof subsequent to that 
time, with the extent of the improvement oi e2ch 
tract, and to receive and record such evidence as 





B may be produced, touching the performance of 


the conditions required to be performed by any 
holder of any grant, concession, warrant, or order 
of survey, or other written evidence of claim, 
and on which the validity of such claim ma 
have depended under the Government from which 
it emanated, and to receive and record all evi- 
dence of fraud in obtaining or issuing the written 
evidence of such claims, and of their abandon- 
ment or forfeiture. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
gister and receiver, as aforesaid, shall transmit to 
the Secretary of the Treasury a complete record 
of all the claims presented to them under this act, 
and the evidence appertaining to cach claim, and 
shall also make out and transmit to the Secretary 

sof the Treasury an abstract containing the whole 
number of claims, in four distinct classes, the first 
of which shall contain a specification of the na- 
ture and extent of complete titles, the time when, 
and by whom, issued, and to whom, with the date 
jof any transfer, the name of the person trans- 
fering, and to whom transferred, and where the 
conditions of such grant or patent have been com- 
plied with; the second shall contain all claims 
) founded on written evidence, and not embraced 
in the first class, and where the conditions on 
which the perfection thereof into complete titles 
‘may have depended, according to the laws and 
' ordinances of the Spanish Government, are shown 
"to have been complied with ; the third class shall 
_consist of claims founded on habitation, occupa- 
‘tion, or cultivation, previously to twenty-second 
. of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
"nineteen, and in the manner which would have 
' entitled the claimants to a title under the Govern- 
- ment exercising the sovereign power over that 
| tact of country, and whieh, in their opinion, 
| ought to be confirmed ; the fourth class shall con- 


5 sist of those claims which, in the opinion of the 


. register and receiver, ought not to be confirmed : 
| Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall 
| be considered as a pledge on the part of Con- 
» gtess to confirm any claim thus reported. 
> Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
"be the duty of the register and receiver aforesaid, 
| after suitable notice to claimants, of the time and 
| place of their meeting, and the object thereof, be 
' given by them, to hold their session at Natchito- 
_ ches, so long as may be necessary for the perform- 
| ance of the duties herein prescribed, and shall be 
allowed the sum of five hundred dollars each, as 


APPENDIX. 


Public Acts of C 


ess. 





= a 


a full compensation for the services cequired to be 
performed by this act. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and-twenty-three. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively, appropria- 
ted for the service of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three ; that is to say: 

For compensation to the officers and attend- 
ants of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
twenty-nine thousand two hundred dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
all other contingent expenses of the two Houses 
of Congress, forty thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of the Library of Congress, 
including the salary of the Librarian, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the gradual increase of the Library, two 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Vice President of the 
United States, five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the Depart- 
ment of State, per act of the twentieth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, fifteen 
thousand nine hundred dollars. 

Far compensation to the messengers in said de- 
partment, including the messenger in the Patent 
Office, one thousand four hundred dollars, in full 
of all allowances. 

Wer the incidental and contingent expenses of 
the Department of State, including the expenses 
of printing the laws, and for extra copying of 
papers, eighteen thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For preparing and reporting an additional 
Commercial Digest, pursuant to a resolution. of 
the House of Representatives, of the twenty-first 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, per act of twenti- 
eth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, ten thousand four hundred dollars. 

For an additional clerk in said office, from first 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
two, to thirty-first of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said of- 
fice, one thousand and fifty dollars, in full of all 
allowances. 

For compensation to the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the First Comptroller, per act of twentieth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
a thousand eight hundred and fifty dol- 

ars. 
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For compensation to the messengers in said of- | For compensation to the clerks in the office ¢ 
fice, one thousand and fifty dollars, in full of all the Treasurer, per act of the twentieth of 4 2 


allowances. one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, fiy, 
For compensation to the Second Comptroller thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, 
of the Treasury, three thousand dollars. _ For compensation to an additional clerk, anq 


For compensation to the clerks in the office of also for an assistant to the chief clerk, as allowe 
the Second Comptroller, per act of the twentieth | since first of January, one thousand eight hundred 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and eigh- | and nineteen, twelve hundred dollars. 
teen, nine thousand seven hundred and fifty! For compensation to the messenger in said of 


dollars. ‘fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow. 
For compensation to the messenger in said of- | ances. 

fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow-| For compensation to the Commissioner of the 

ances. | General Land Office, three thousand dollars, 
For compensation to the First Auditor of the | For compensation to the clerks in the office of 


Treasury, three thousand dollars. said Commissioner, per act of twentieth of Apri) 
For compensation to the clerks in the office of | one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twepty. 
the First Auditor of the Treasury, per act of twen- | two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars, 
tieth of April, one thousand. eight hundred and| For compensation to the messenger in said of. 
eighteen, fifteen thousand two hundred dollars. _| fice, and pay of a laborer, nine hundred and forty 
For compensation to the messenger in said of- | dollars, in full of all allowances. 
fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow- For compensation to the Register of the Treas. 
ances. ury, three thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Second Auditor of the | For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
Treasury, three thousand dollars. the Register, per act of twentieth of April, one 
For compensation to the clerks in the office of | thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twenty-two 
the Second Auditor, sixteen thousand two hun- | thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 
dred dollars. | For compensation to the messenger, including 
For compensation to the messenger in said of- | allowance for stamping ships’ registers, eight hun- 
fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow- | dred dollars, in full of all allowances. 














ances. | For an assistant messenger in said office, three 
For compensation to the Third Auditor of the | hundred and fifty dollars, in full of all allow. 
Treasury, three thousand dollars. | ances. 


For compensation to the clerks in the office of | For compensation to the Secretary of the Com- 
the Third Auditor, twenty-three thousand three | missioners of the Sinking Fund, two hundred and 


hundred and fifty dollars. | fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger and assist-| For allowance to the person employed in trans. 
ant in said office, one thousand and fifty ddllars, | mitting passports and sea letters; for expense of 
in full of all allowances. | translating foreign languages, in the office of the 

For compensation to the Fourth Auditor of the | Secretary of the Treasury; for stationery, fuel, 
Treasury, three thousand dollars. | printing, and all other incidental and contingent 


For compensation to the clerks in the office of | expenses in the Treasury Department, and the 
the Fourth Auditor, per act of twentieth of April, | several offices therein, including the expenses of 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, fifteen | stating and printing the public accounts for the 


thousand and fifty dollars. /year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
For compensation to the messenger in said of- | three, thirty thousand three hundred dollars. 
fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow-| For allowance to the superintendent and four 
ances. watchmen, employed for the security of the State 
For compensation to the Fifth Auditor of the | and Treasury Buildings; for the repairs of engines, 
Treasury, three thousand dollars. ' | hose, and buckets, one thousand nine hundred 


For compensation to the clerks in the office of | dollars. 
the Fifth Auditor, per act of the twentieth of | For compensation to the Secretary of War, sit 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, | thousand dollars. 
ten thousand five hundred dollars. | For compensation to the clerks in the office 0! 

For two clerks, to complete the duties of the | the Secretary of War, twenty-twe thousand si 
Commissioner of the Revenue, transferred to the | hundred dollars. . es 
office of the Fifth Auditor, two thousand five hun-| For compensation to the messengers in said 0 
dred and fifty dollars. ‘fice, one thousand and fifty dollars, in full of a 

For one clerk, on the business of the agent of | allowances. { 
the Treasury, transferred to the office of the Fifth | For compensation to the Paymaster Gener! 
Auditor, one thousand one hundred and fifty | two thousand five hundred dollars. 


dollars. | For compensation to the clerks in the office 0! 
For compensation to the messenger in said of- the Paymaster General, three thousand one hut 


fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow- | dred dollars. 


ances. | For compensation to the messenger in said 0: 
For compensation to the Treasurer of the Uni- | fice, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow 


ted States, three thousand dollars. | ances. 
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For compensation to the Commissary General 
of Purchases, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Commissary General of Purchases, two thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars. ia 83 

For compensation to the messenger in said of- 
fice, seven. hundred dollars, in full of all allow- 
ances. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Adjutant General, two thousand one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the Ord- 
nance Office, two thousand nine hundred and 
fifty dollars, 

Por compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Commissary General of Subsistence, two thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Chief Engineer, two thousand one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the Surgeon 
General’s office, one thousand one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

or the contingent expenses of the War De- 
partment, including fuel, stationery, &c., six thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, 
six thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Secretary of the Navy, per act of the twen- 
tieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, eight thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said 
office, one thousand and fifty dollars, in full of all 
allowances. 

For the contingent expenses of said office, two 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioners of the 
Navy Board, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Com- 
missioners of the Navy Board, two thousand dol- 
lars. , 

' For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Commissioners of the Navy Board, per act of 
twentieth April, one thousand eight hundred and 

‘eighteen, three thousand five hundred and fifty 

dollars. , 

For compensation of three clerks and a draughts- 
| man, as allowed by the acts of appropriation since 
“the first of January, one thousand eight hundred 
‘and nineteen, four thousand dollars. 

_ For compensation to the messenger in said 

_ office, seven hundred dollars, in full of all allow- 

- ances, 

' For contingent expenses of said: office, seven- 

teen hundred dollars. 

| For allowance to the superintendent and four 

watchmen, employed for the security of the War 

and Navy buildings, and for the incidental and 

» Contingent expenses, including oil, fuel, and can- 

odles, two thousand and sixty-eight dollars. 

| For compensation to the Postmaster General, 

' four thousand dollars. 

' For compensation to two Assistant Postmasters 

| General, five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the General 


emma a 
nearer CC LL A 


Post Office, per act of twentieth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, twenty-two 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For additional clerk hire, and other expenses in 
the General Post Office, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, three thousand 
four hundred and eighty-one dollars and ninety- 
eight cents. 

For the salaries of two additional clerks in the 
General Post Office, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the messengers in said of- 
fice, one thousand and fifty dollars, in full of all 
allowances. 

For contingent expenses of said office, four 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor General, two 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the Surveyor General, two thousand one hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor south of Ten- 
nessee, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office 
of the said surveyor, one thousand seven hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Illinois, 
Missouri, and Arkansas, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the said surveyor, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor in Alabama, 
iwo thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the said surveyor, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings at Washington city, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the late Commissioner of 
Loans in Georgia, from the second of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, to the 
thirteenth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and ten, and for printing and stationery, as set- 
tled at the Treasury, one thousand three hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, seventy-two cents. 

For compensation to the officers and clerk of 
the Mint, nine thousand six hundred dollars. 

For persons employed in the different operations 
of the Mint, ten thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses and re- 
pairs; cost of machinery; and for allowance of 
wastage in the gold and silver coinage of the 
Mint, ten thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary, of the Arkansas Territory, six thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the Arkansas 
Territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Michigan Territory, six thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the Michigan 
Territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary, of the Florida Territory, including 
arrearages for the year one thousand eight hun- 
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dred and twenty-two, eleven thousand six hundred 
and forty-nine dollars and seventy cents. 


For compensation and travelling expenses of 
the members of the Legislative Council, and for 
the contingent expenses of the Territory, inclu- 
ding arrearages for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, thirteen thousand three 
hundred and eighty-six dollars and fifty-four cents. 


For compensation to three Commissioners to 
settle land claims in said Territory, including 
arrearages for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-two, nine thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety dollars and eleven cents. 


For compensation to the Chief Justice, the As- 
sociate Judges, and District Judges, of the United 
States, including the Chief Justice and Associate 
Judges of the District of Columbia, seventy-eight 
thousand four hundred dollars. 


For compensation to the Attorney General of 
~ United States, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 


For compensation to the clerk in the office of 
the Attorney General, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Reporter of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court, one thousand dol- 
lars. 


For compensation to ak District Attorneys 
and Marshals as granted by law, including those 
in the several Territories, nine thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-three dollars and sixty-three 
cents. 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, 
Circuit, and District Courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and for defraying 
the expenses of prosecutions for offences against 
the United States, and for the safekeeping of 
prisoners, sixty-five thousand dollars. 


For the payment of sundry pensions, granted 
by the late and present governments, two thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars. 


For the support and maintenance of light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and stakeages, including 
the purchase of oil, keepers’ salaries, repairs, and 
improvements, and contingent expenses, one hun- 
dred and two thousand four hundred and forty- 
one dollars and sixty-five cents. 

For procuring and placing three buoys on the 
bar near the port of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for 
that object, six hundred dollars. 

For surveying the public lands of the United 
States, one hundred and ninety-seven thousand 
dollars. 

For carrying on the centre building of the 
Capitol, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For payment to John Trumbull, for paintings 
commemorative of the most important events of 
the Revolution, six thousand dollars. 

For stationery and books for the offices of Com- 
missioners of Loans, six thousand and thirty-five 
dollars and ninety-three cents. 


Public Acts of Congress. 


A 





For the discharge of such miscellaneous clai 
against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall be admitted in due course of sett|, 
ment at the Treasury, six thousand dollars, 

For the salaries of the Ministers of the United 
States to London, Paris, St. Petersburg, Lisbon 
and Madrid, with the salaries of their several Se. 
retaries of Legation, and the salaries of the 
Chargé d’Affaires at the Hague and at Stop}. 
holm, sixty-four thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of those missions 
ten thousand dollars. z 

For the salaries of the agents of claims at Lop. 
don and Paris, eight thousand dollars. 


For the salaries of the commissioners, secre. 
tary, clerk, and messenger, together with the cop. 
tingent expenses of the commission under the 
eleventh article of the treaty with Spain, of the 
twenty-second of February, one thousand eigh 
hundred and nineteen, eighteen thousand dollars 


For expenses of carrying into effect the fifth 
sixth, and seventh articles of the Treaty of Ghent 
concluded on the twenty-fourth of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, including 
the compensation of the commissioners, agents, 
and surveyors, and their contingent expenses, six. 
teen thousand dollars. 

For the Corporation of the City of Washing. 
ton, to reimburse the said Corporation a just por- 
tion of the expense of making streets and other 
improvements adjoining the public property, five 
thousand dollars. 

For carrying into execution the convention re- 
cently ratified, relating to the slaves carried away 
in contravention to the first article of the Treaty 
of Ghent, twenty thousand dollars. 

For surveying and marking the boundary line 
between the State of Missouri and Territory of 
Arkansas, the sum of three thousand dollars, to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ser- 
eral sums hereby appropriated shall be paid outoi 
any money in the Treasury uot otherwise appro- 
priated:; Provided, however, That no money appro- 
priated by this act shall be paid to any person fot 
his compensation who is in arrears to the United 
States, until such person shall have accounted for 
and paid into the Treasury all sums for which he 
may be liable: Provided, further, That nothing ia 
this section contained shall extend to balances 
arising solely from the depreciation of Treasury 
notes received by such person, to be expended is 
the public service, or to the appropriation for cot- 
pensation to the Vice President of the United 
States; but in all cases where the pay or salary 
of any person is withheld in pursuance of this acl, 
it shall be the duty of the accountiag officer, '! 
demanded by the party, his agent or attorney, “ 
report forthwith to the agent of the Treasulj 
Department the balance due; and it shall be tt 
duty of the said agent, within sixty days thereat 
ter, to order suit to be commenced against suc! 
delinquent and his sureties. 


9 


Approved, March 3, 1823. 
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An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-three. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for defraying the ex- 

ses of the Navy for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three, the following sums 
be, and the same are hereby, respectively appro- 
priated : 


For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and 

y of the seamen, nine hundred and twenty-nine 
thousand five hundred and three dollars and twelve 
cents, including the sum of twenty-six thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-six dollars, for six months’ 
pay for the petty officers, able seamen, ordinary 
seamen, and boys, required for a frigate of forty- 
four guns. 

For provisions, two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars. 

For medicines, hospital stores, and all expenses 
on account of the sick, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels, three hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of navy yards, docks, and 
wharves, eighty-two thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, including | 


} small arms, manufacture of powder, &c., twenty | 


thousand dollars. 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, 
storekeepers, inspectors of timber, clerks of the 
yards, and artificers, forty-four thousand six hun- | 
dred and fifty dollars, including the sum of four | 
thousand one hundred dollars, to cover a defi- 
ciency in the appropriation of the year eighteen | 
hundred and twenty-two. | 

For laborers and teams employed in loading and 
unloading vessels, piling, docking, and removing 
timbers, stores, &c., and fuel for the engine, thirty 
thousand dollars, including the sum of ten thou- 


priation of the year eighteen hundred and twenty- 
two. 

For contingent expenses, two hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For erecting and completing houses over ships 
in ordinary, for their preservation from the wea- 
ther, eighty thousand dollars. 

For the construction of a dock and wharves, in 





connexion with the inclined plane erected at the 
navy yard in Washington, fifty thousand dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps, 
one hundred and seventy-six thousand four hun- 
dred and seventy-four dollars. 


For clothing for the same, twenty-nine thov- | 


sand dollars. 

_For fuel for the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, six thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

For contingent expenses of the same—thag is to 
say: fuel for the commissioned officers, bed ‘sacks, 
repairing barracks, transportation, and travelling 
expenses to officers, postage of letters, armorers, 
and armorers’ tools, and stationery, with extra 
rations to officers, fourteen thousand dollars. 

To enable the President of the United States to 
carry into effect the act, entitled “An act in ad- 
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of Congress. 


dition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade,” fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For shot, shells, and military stores, being the 
amount of the unexpended balance of appropria- 
tions for previous years, four thousand and thirty- 
five dollars and ninety-five cents. 

For military stores of the marine corps, being 
the amount of the unexpended balance of appro- 
priations for previous years; ten thousand five hun- 
dred dollars and thirty-five cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the seve- 
ral sums hereby appropriated, shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated: Provided, however, That no money appro- 
_— by this act shall be paid to any person, for 

is compensation, who is in arrears to the United 
States, uatil such person shall have accounted for, 
and paid into the Treasury, all sums for which he 
may be liable: Provided, further, That nothing in 
this section contained, shall extend to balances 
arising solely from the depreciation of Treasury 


| notes, received by such person to be expended in 


the public service; but in all cases where the pay 
or salary of any person is withheld, in pursuance 
of this act, it shall be the duty of the accounting 
officer, if demanded by the party, his agent, or at- 
torney, to report forthwith to the agent of the 
Treasury Department the balance due; and it shall 
be the duty of the said agent, within sixty days 
thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against 
such delinquent and his sureties. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act to discontinue certain post roads, and to 
establish others. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following post routes 
be discontinued, to wit: 

In Massachusetts —F rom Monson to Palmer. 

From Brimfield to Sturbridge. 

In Rhode Island—From Providence to Chepa- 
chet, in Gloucester. 

In Pennsylvania.—F rom Greersburg, in Beaver 
county, through Mount Jackson, Newcastle, and 
Mercer, to Franklin. 

In North Carolina—So much of the route from 
Warrenton, North Carolina, to Edenton, as lies 
between Halifax and Murfreesborough. 

The route from Tarborough to Scotland Neck, 


| and from Stantonsburg to Fayetteville. 


In Kentucky.—F rom Bowling Green to Corydon, 
in Indiana. 

In Tennessee—From Lebanon to Mount Rich- 
ardson. 

In Ohio.—From Chillicothe, through Wilming- 
ton, in Clinton county, and Lebanon, in Warren 
county, to Cincinnati. 

In the Floridas.—F rom Pensacola to St. Mark’s, 
thence to Vollutia Dexter’s, on St. John’s river, 
and thence to St. Augustine. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing mail routes shall be, and the same are 
hereby, established, to wit: 

In Maine. —From Scowhegan bridge, in Canaan, 
Somerset county, passing through Madison and 
Solon, to Solon post-office. 
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From the town of Harmony, in the county of 
Somerset, through Ripley, Parkman, Sangerville, 
Guilford, Foxcraft, and Dover, to Sebee, in the 
county of Penobscot. 

From Belfast to Frankfort, through Swanville 
and Monroe, in lieu of the present route, which is 
hereby repealed. 

In Massachusetis—From Springfield, through 
Wilbraham, Monson, Brimfield, Sturbridge, and 
Southbridge, to Thompson, in Connecticut, and 
thence through Chepachet, to Providence, in Rhode 
Island. 

In Connecticut.—F rom Spencer’s corner, in North- 
veast, Dutchess county, New York, by the Meeting- 
house, in Salisbury, to the post-office in North 
Canaan. 

In New Hampshire—From Hancock, through 
Stoddart, to Marlow. 

From Crawford’s, in Nash and Sawyer’s loca- 
tion, to Littleton post-office. 

In Vermont.—From Poultney to Whitehall, in 
New York. 

In New York.—From Aimond, by Alfred, to In- 
dependence, in Allegany county. 

rom Wayne, Steuben county, to Trumans- 
burgh, in Tompkins county. 

rom Buffalo, in Erie, to Olean, in the county 
of Cataragus, passing through the towns of Ham- 
burgh, Boston, Concord, and Ellicottsville. 

rom Elliott’s, by Royalton, to Hartland post- 
office. 

From the village of Greene, in Chenango coun- 
iY to Cincinnatus, in Courtland county, passing 
through the Big Flats, in the town of Smithfield, 
and Livermore’s tavern, in Germantown. 

From on at the mouth of the Ton- 
newonta creek, in Niagara county, to Lockport. 

From Potsdam, on the turnpike, by Canton, to 
Ogdensburg, on the mail route from Plattsburg, 
by Malone, to Ogdensburg. 

From Albany to Rensselaerville, through the 
towns of Bethlehem and Burn, to intersect the 
post road from Albany to Susquehanna, by the 
way of the Delaware turnpike, to Milfordville. 

n Pennsylvania.—From the city of Lancaster, 
along the White House road, to where it intersects 
the State road leading from Westchester to Mc- 
Call’s ferry. 

From Kimberton to the Yellow Springs. 

From Greersburgh, in Beaver county, through 
Mount Jackson and Newcastle, to Harlemburg. 

From Warren, in the county of Warren, to 
Olean, in New York; to pass by the mouth | 
Great Valley and Kinkum creeks. 

From Mercer, in the county of Mercer, to 
Franklin, in the county of Venango. 

From the South Branch of Towando creek, in 
Bradford county, by way of the Susquehannah 
and Tioga turnpike, to Elmira, in the State of 
New York. 

From Allentown, Lehigh county, through 
Heidelburg township, to Mauchchunk, in North- 
ampton county. 

In New Jersey —F rom Flagtown to Somerville. 

From Trenton, by Allentown and Crosswick, 
to Bordentown. 











In Virginia.—From Fredericksburg, by Daniel,. 
burg, Orange Springs, and River Bank, to Orange 
Courthouse. g 

That the route from Lombardy Grove, in Meck. 
aes county. do pass by Hakinton and Lano. 
ley’s old store, to St. Tammany, in said county” 

That the route from Richmond to King anj 
Queen Courtiiouse, do pass through Walkerton 
and Stevensville. 

From Giles’ Courthouse, by Charles Dingess, 
Samuel Park’s, and Shoemate’s, the Falls of Guy. 
andotte, to Barbersville, in Cabell county. 

From Boon’s, in Montgomery, to Graysoy 
Courthouse. 

From Hull’s Store, in Pendleton, to the Cour. 
house of Pocahontas. 

From New London, to Caliand’s store, in Pit. 
sylvania, to pass through Leesville, in Campbell 
county. 

From Richmond, along the road called [¢ 
Pradt’s, by Powhatan Courthouse, to Farmsyille, 
instead of the route now established. 

From Richmond, by Chesterfield Courthouse, 
Mechanics’ Inn, Colesville, Wilkinsonville, Genits 
Bridge, Tunstilville, Cassell’s store, Amelia Court- 
house, Paineville, and Jamestown, to Farmville. 
instead of the route now established. 

In North Carolina.—F rom Baltimore, Maryland, 
by water, to Norfolk, in Virginia; from thence. 
passing through Murfreesborough, Halifax, and 
direct to ‘Tarborough ; and from thence, through 
Stantonsburgh and Waynesborough, to Fayette 
ville, in North Carolina. 

That the route from Fayetteville to Wadesbo- 
rough, be so altered as to pass from Rockingham, 
by Snudsborough, to Wadesborough, and return 
by Beard’s store, Allentown, Steel’s mills, and 
Morris’s store, to Fayettevile. 

From Salisbury to Lincolnton and Wilksbo- 
rough, now established, do return to Salisbury by 
Sherrell’s Ford, Lincoln county, and Mrs. Stew- 
art’s, in Iredell county. 

In South Carolina.—From Cheraw to Coburn’ 
store, in North Carolina. 

From Spartansburg Courthouse to Y ork, by Han- 
cockville, Gandy’s store, Hopewell, and Thomp- 
son’s tan-yard. 

In Georgia —From Monticello to Covington, 
Newton county, then to Henry Courthouse, then 
to Monroe Courthouse, and thence to Monticello. 

In Tennessee—From Columbia, by Waynesbo- 
rough, in Wayne county, Hardinsville, in Hardin 
county, Perry Courthouse, in Perry county, Lex- 
ington, in Henderson county, Carroll Courthouse, 
in Carroll county, and the town of Jackson, 10 
Madison county, to Memphis, in Shelby county. 

From Athens, formerly Mount Pleasant, in the 
county of McMin, by the way of Columbus, to 
the Spring Place, on the Georgia road, in the 
Chine nation. 

In Kentucky.—From Flemingsburg to Owings 
ville, to go alternately by its present route and bj 


| Poplar Plains, Alexander’s mills, on Licking, an¢ 


thence to Owingsville, instead of the route b) 


Anderson’s mills, on said river. 


From Burksville to Knoxville, in Tennessee. 
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From Prestonsburgh, in Floyd county, to the 
Courthouse in Pike county. 

From Perry Courthouse to Mount Pleasant, in 
Harlan spent 

From Bowling Green to Louisville, by Wood- 
sonville, Monfordsville, Elizabeth, and the mouth 
of Salt river; and that the present route from 
Louisville to Woodsonville be discontinued, as 
soon as the route now established is carried into 
operation. 

From Hopkinsville to Eddyville, to go and re- 
turn by Cadiz instead of by the Rocky Ridge. 

In Ohio.—T hat the route heretofore established 
from Dayton direct to Troy, shall be so changed 
as to go by Union, in Montgomery county, and 
Milton, in Miami county, and then to Troy. 

That the route from Wi 
justice of Clermont county, to Lebanon, in War- 
ren county, shall be so altered as to pass through 
the towns of Goshen, Hopkinsville, and Deerfield. 

From Lancaster, through Circleville, in Picka- 
way county, Washington, in Fayette county, 
Wilmington, in Clinton county, and Lebanon, in 
Warren county, to Cincinnati. 


From Lebanon, in Warren county, to Hamilton, 


in Butler county, be continued. 


weeks, 

In IWinois.—F rom Green Courthouse, by George 
Cadwell’s in Morgan county, to Springfield, in 
Sangamo county; and from Palestine to the seat 
of justice, in Clark county, to the seat of justice 
in Edgar county ; and from the seat of justice in 
Sangamo, to Stephen Stilman’s, in Fancy Grove. 

From Shawneetown to Hamilton Courthouse. 

From Harrisonville, by Converse’s mill, Co- 
lumbia, and Cahokia, to St. Louis, in lieu of the 
present route from Harrisonville to St. Louis, 
which is hereby discontinued. 

From Carrolton, by the mouth of Aver creek, 
Ross’s settlement in Pike county, in Illinois, to 
Louisianaville, in Missouri, and from Coles’ Grove, 
in Pike county, to Carrolton ; and the route from 
Alton to Louisianaville is hereby discontinued. 

In Alabama.—F rom Claiborne, by the Tensaw, 
to Blakely. 

From Tuscaloosa to Columbus, by Pickens 
Courthouse, in lieu of the present route, which 
is hereby discontinued. 

From Greensborough, by Erie, through what is 
called the Forks of the Tombigbee and Black 
Warrior rivers, by the Garden Spot, to the Court- 
house of Pickens county. 

From Cahaba to Greensborough. 

From St. Stephen's by the way of Fort Stod- 
dart, to Mobile. 

From Fort Dale, by Emmett’s store, in Butler 
county, to Cahaba. 

From Hartford, in the State of Georgia, by Early 
Courthouse, Attawa’s store, in Henry county, Ala- 
bama, Pike and Covington Courthouses, to Sparta, 
and that the route heretofore established, from Fort 
Hawkins, by Fort Gaines, to Conicu Courthouse, 
be discontinued. 

In Missouri.—From St. Louis, to Boonville, by 
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Winchester, Ninian Hamiltop’s in the western 
art of St. Louis county; Newport, the seat of 
justice for Franklin county, Gasconade, the seat 
of justice of Gasconade county, the city of Jeffer- 
son, the seat of government of the State; and 
Marion, the seat of justice for Cole county. 

In Michigan Territory—From Detroit, by Pon- 
tiac, to the military post at Saganaw. 

In the Floridas.—F rom Pensacola, Picolata on 
the river St. John’s to St. Augustine, the most 
convenient and practicable route, in the discretion 
of the Postmaster General. 

Sec. 3, And be tt further enacted, That all waters 
on which steamboats regularly pass from port to 
port, shall be considered and established as post 
roads, subject to the provisions contained in the 


illiamsburg, the seat of | several acts regulating the Post Office Establish- 


ment. 


Approved, March 3, 1823. 





to provide for reports of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court,” passed the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the Reporter who shall, 


| An Act to continue in force the act, entitled “An act 


From Indianopolis, in Indiana, to Anderson’s | from time to time, he appointed, by tae Sapeaee 


Town, by way of William Conner’s, once in two | 


Court of the United States, to report its decisions, 
shall be entitled to receive, from the Treasury of 


| the United States, as an annual compensation for 


his services, the sum of one thousand dollars: Pro- 
vided, nevertheless, The said compensation shall 

|not be paid unless the said Reporter shall print 
and publish, or cause to be printed and published, 
the decisions of said Court, made during the time 
he shall act as such Reporter, within nine months 
after such decisions shall be made; and shall de- 
liver eighty copies of the decisions, so printed and 
published, to the Secretary of State, without an 
expense to the United States; which copies shall 
be distributed as follows, to wit: to the President 
of the United States, the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, the Judges of the District Courts, the At- 
torney General of the United States, the Secreta- 
ries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, the Comp- 
trollers of the Treasury, and the Judges of the 
several Territories of the United States, one copy 
each; five copies for the use of each House of 
Congress; and the residue of the copies shall be 
deposited in the Library of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of 
the death, resignation, or dismission from office 
of either of the officers before mentioned, the said 
copies of the decisions, delivered to them as afore- 

| said, shall belong to, and be delivered over to, 
their successors in said offices. 

Sec. 3. And be t further enacted, That this act 
shall be, and continue, in force for three years, 
and no longer. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to carry into effect the ninth article of the 
treaty concluded between the United States and 
Spain, the twenty-second day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and nineteen. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Judges of the Supe- 
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rior Courts established at St. Augustine and Pen~ 
sacola, in the Territory of Florida, respectively, 
shall be, and they are hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to receive and adjust all claims, arising 
within their respective jurisdictions, of the in- 
habitants of said Territory, or their representatives, 
agreeably to the provisions of the ninth article of 
the treaty with Spain, by which the said territory 
was ceded to the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases in which said Judges shall decide in favor 
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and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
appoint, therefrom, the said Legislative Counce): 
and vacancies occurring in the said council shai 
be filled in the same manner, from the list trans. 
mitted as aforesaid: And the President shall hay, 
power, in the recess of the Senate, to make the a 

pointments authorized by this act ; but all appoin:. 
ments, so made, shall be submitted to the Senate 
at their next session, for confirmation. The firs, 
Legislative Council shall be assembled at such 
time and place as the Governor shall, by procla- 





of the claimants, the decisions, with the evidence | mation, designate. No session, in any one year, 
on which they are founded, shall be, by the said | shall exceed the term of sixty days, nor shall any 
Judges, reported to the Secretary of the Treasury, | act passed by the Governor and the Legislative 
who, on being satisfied that the same is just and | Council be valid, after the same shall have been 
equitable, within the provisions of the said treaty, | disapproved by Congress. ‘he members of the 
shall pay the amount thereof to the person or per- | Legislative Council shall receive two dollars each, 
sons in whose favor the same is adjudged, out of | per day, during their attendance at the sessions 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act toamend the Ordinance and Acts of Congress 
for the government of the Territory of Michigan, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That all citizens of the United 
States, having the qualifications prescribed by the 
act, entitled “An act authorizing the election of a 
Delegate from the Michigan Territory to the 
Congress of the United States, and extending the 
right of suffrage to the citizens of said Territory,” 
approved February the sixteenth, eighteen hundred 
and nineteen, shall be entitled to vote at any pub- 
lic election in the said Territory, and shall be eligi- 
ble to any office therein. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the same 


thereof, and two dollars for every twenty miles in 
| going to, and returning therefrom, in full compen- 
| sation for their services, and which shall be paid 
by the United States: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to affect the 
right of the citizens of said Territory to electa 
Delegate to Congress ; and the duties required of 
the Governor and judges by the act referred to in 
the first section of this act, shall be performed by 
the Governor and Legislative Council. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the powers 
and duties of the judges of said Territory shall be 
regulated by such laws as are, or may be, in force 
therein ; and thesaid judges shall possess a chan- 
| cery, as well as common law, jurisdiction. The 
| tenure of office of the said judges shall be limited 
| to four years; and on the first day of February, 
| one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, and 
every four years thereafter, the office of each of 





powers which were granted to the Governor, | the said judges shall become vacant: Provided, 
Legislative Council, and House of Representatives, | That nothing in this act contained shal! be so 
of the Northwestern Territory, by the ordinance of | construed as to deprive the judgesof the Territory 
Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of July, | of the jurisdiction conferred upon them by the 





seventeen hundred and eighty-seven, and which 
powers are transferred tothe Territory of Michi- 
gan, by the act, entitled “An act to divide the 
Indiana Territory into two separate governments,” 
approved January the eleventh, eighteen hundred 
and five, are hereby conferred upon, and shall be 
exercised by, the Governor and a Legislative 
Council; which council shall consist of nine per- 
sons, any five of whom shall be a quorum, and 


who shall serve for the term of two years, and be | 


oes as follows, to wit: At the next election 
of the Delegate to Congress from the said Territory, 
after the passing of this act, the qualified electors 
shall choose, by ballot, eighteen persons, having 


the qualifications of electors; and such election | 


shall be conducted, certified, and the result declared, 


agreeably to the territorial law, prescribing the | 


mode of electing such Delegate. But the time 
and manner of electing the members of the Le- 
gislative Council shall, after the first election, be 
prescribed by the Legislature of the said Territory ; 


and the names of the eighteen persons, having the | 


greatest number of votes, shall be transmitted b 


the United States, who shall nominate, and by 


| laws of the United States. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Le- 
gislature shall have power to submit, at any time, 
| to the people of the said Territory, the question, 
whether a General Assembly shall be organized 
| agreeably to the provisions of the ordinance afore- 
| said; and, if a majority of the qualified electors 
shall be in favor of such organization, then the 
powers vested by this actin the Legislative Coun- 
cil shall cease and determine, and a General As- 
sembly shall be organized, in conformity with the 
| said crdinance, subject to the following provision: 
|The Governor of the said Territory shall divide 
| the same into five districts, and the qualified voters 
in each district shal! elect one member of the Le- 
gislative Council, which shall possess the same 
powers heretofore granted to the Legislative Coun- 
cil of the Northwestern Territory ; and the mem- 
bers of the council shall hold their offices four 
years ; and until there shall be five thousand Iree 
white male inhabitants, of twenty-one years and 
upwards, in said Territory, the whole number o! 


, : y Representatives to the General Assembly shall 
the Governor of said Territory, to the President of 


| not be less than seven, nor more than nine, to be 
‘apportioned by the Governor to the several coun- 
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ties in the said Territory, agreeably to the number 
of free white males above the age of twenty-one 
years, Which they may contain ; but after the or- 

nization of the General Assembly, the apportion- 
ment of the representation shall be made by such 
assembly: Provided, That there shall not be more 
than twelve, nor less than seven, of the whole 
number of Representatives, until there shall be 
six thousand free white male inhabitants, above 
the age of twenty-one years; after which, the 
number of Representatives shall be regulated 
agreeably to the ordinance aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Gov- 
ernor of the said Territory shall have power to 
grant pardons for offences against the laws of the 
said Territory, and reprieves for those against the 
United States, until the decision of the President 
thereon shall be made known. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the ordinance aforesaid, and laws of the United 


States, as are inconsistent with the provisions of | 


this act, be, and the same are hereby, as respects 
the Territory of Michigan, repealed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the first day of June next, there shall be but 
one clerk of the supreme court of the Territory of 
Michigan, who shall perform all the duties of 
clerk of said court, whether sitting as a circuit 
and district court, or as judges of the territorial 
court. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury shall settle and 
adjust the accounts of John J. Deming, making 
him a reasonable allowance for his services as 
clerk of said district and circuit court, up to the 
first day of June next, and that the same be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act in addition to the act, entitled “An act for the 
prompt settlement of public accounts,” and for the 
punishment of the crime of perjury. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, in the settlement of ac- 
counts of persons remaining charged on the books 
of the Third Auditor of the Treasury with public 
moneys, advanced prior to the first day of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, the proper 
accounting officers be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to admit, to the credit of such persons, 
respectively, the amount of any expenditures made 
by them which were, at the time, authorized by 
law or regulations, notwithstanding regular vouch- 
ers for the same may not be produced, if the im- 
practicability of producing such vouchers shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the said accounting 
officers; and if the evidence exhibited, in lieu 
thereof, shall be the best the nature of the several 
cases will admit of, and such as will be received 
in courts of justice: Provided, nevertheless, That 
the credits to be allowed shall in no case exceed, 
in amount, the sums with which such persons, re- 
spectively, shall be charged on the books of the 
said Third Auditor. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever, 
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in the settlement of the accounts beforementioned, 
a difference of opinion shall arise between the ac- 
counting officers, as to the extent of the credits to 
be allowed under or by virtue of this act, such 
ease shall be referred to the Secretary of War, 
whose decision shall be conclusive. And it is 
hereby made the duty of the said Secretary to 
cause to be communicated to Congress, at the 
commencement of each session, a statement com- 
prising the names of the persons whose accounts 
shall have been settled the preceding year, agree- 
ably to the provisions of this act, together with 
the amount which shall have been passed to the 
credit of each, under the several heads of expendi- 
ture, and upon evidence other than such as had 
been prescribed by the laws and regulations exist- 
ing before the passage of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall swear or affirm falsely, touching the 
expenditure of, public money, or in support of 7 
claim against the United States, he or she shall, 
upon conviction thereof, suffer as for wilful and 
corrupt perjury. 

Approved, March 1, 1823. 





An Act for the punishment of frauds committed on 
the Government of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, if any person or persons 
shall falsely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit; or 
cause or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged, 
or counterfeited ; or willingly aid or assist in the 
false making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting, 
any deed, power of attorney, order, certificate, re- 
ceipt, or other writing, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing or receiving, or of enabling any other person 
or persons, either directly or indirectly, to obtain 
or receive, from the United States, or any of their 
officers or agents, any sum or sums of money; or 
shall utter, or publish as true, or cause to be ut- 
tered or published as true, any such false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited deed, power of attorney, 
order, certificate, receipt, or other writing, as 
aforesaid, with intent to defraud the United States, 
knowing the same to be false, altered, forged, or 
snastetital or shall transmit to, or present at, 
or cause or procure to be transmitted to, or pre- 
sented at, any office or officer of the Government 
of the United States, any deed, power of attorney, 
order, certificate, receipt, or other writing, in sup- 
port of, or in relation to, any account or claim, 
with intent to defraud the United States, knowing 
the same to be false, altered, forged, or counter- 
feited, every such person shall be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of felony ; and being thereof dul 
convicted, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, 
and kept at hard labor, for a period not less than 
one year, nor more than ten years; or shall be im- 
prisoned, not exceeding five years, and fined not 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons shall knowingly have in his, 
her, or their possession, any false, altered, forged, 
or counterfeited deed, power of attorney, order, 
certificate, receipt, or other writing, for the pur- 
pose of enabling any person or persons, either di- 
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rectly or indirectly, to obtain or receive from the | An Act granting to the State of Alabama the right of 
United States, or any of its officers or agents, pre-emption to certain quarter sections of land, 
any sum or sums of money, knowing the same to| Be it enacted, §c., That there be granted to the 
be false, altered, forged, or counterfeited, as afore-| State of Alabama, at the minimuta price fy 
said, with intent to defraud the United States,| which public lands of the Waited States are so\q 
every such person, upon being thereof duly con-| the right of pre-emption to one quarter section o{ 
victed, shall be fined and imprisoned at the dis- | land, in or near the centre of the counties of Ma. 
cretion of the court, according to the nature and | rengo, Perry, and Decatur, of the State aforesaiq 
agurevetion of the offence: Provided, nevertheless,| in trust for said counties, respectively, for the 
at nothing herein contained shall be construed | establishment ef seats of justice therein : Provided 

to deprive the courts of the several States of juris-| That the proceeds of the sale of each of said 
diction, under the laws thereof, over offences de- | quarter sections shall be appropriated for the pur. 
clared punishable by this law. pose of erecting public buildings in the county for 

Approved, March 3, 1823. which it is located, after deducting therefrom the 
amount originally paid for the same: And pr. 
vided, further, That the seat of justice for said 
An Act extending the time for locating Virginia Mil- | counties, respectively, shall be fixed and continued 

itary Land Warrants and returning surveys thereon | on the lands so located and selected. 

to the General Land Office. | Approved, March 3, 1823. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the officers and soldiers | 
of the Virginia line, on the continental establish- | An Act altering the time of holding the circuit cour 
ment, their heirs or assigns, entitled to bounty| in the districts of Maine and New Hampshire. 
lands within the eneehty, reetties by the State of | Be it enacted, §c., That the terms of the circu: 
Virginia, between the Little Miami and Scioto | court which are now directed by law to be holden 
rivers, shall be allowed a further time of two annually in the district of Maine, at Portland, on 
years, from the fourth day of January, one thou- | the eighth day of May; and at Wiscasset on the 
sand eight hundred and twenty-three, to obtain | eighth day of October; and in the district of New 
warrants, and to complete their locations; and | Hampshire, at Portsmouth, on the first day of May; 
the further time of four years, from the fourth | and at Exeter on the first day of October, shall be 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and | holden at Portland on the first day of May; at 
twenty-three, to return their surveys and warrants, | Wiscasset on the first day of October; at Ports- 
or certified copies of warrants, to the General | mouth on the eighth day of May; and at Exeter 
Land Office, to obtain patents. on the eighth day of October, in said districts, in 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pro-| each year; and when either of said days shall be 
visions of the act, entitled “An act authorizing | Sunday, the session of said court shall commence 


ge to issue for lands located and surveyed, on the day next following: and all causes, suits, 
y virtue of certain Virginia resolution-warrants, actions, process, pleadings, and proceedings, of 


ewer the third day of March, one thousand eight | eyery description, existing or depending in the 
undred and seven, shall be revived, and in force, | circuit court, in the districts aforesaid, shall be re- 


with all its restrictions, except that the respective | turnable to, and proceeded with, in due form of 
times allowed for making locations, and returning | 


LOC: | law, at the times conformable to the alterations 
surveys thereon, shall be limited to the terms pre- | herein provided for. 
scribed by the first section of this act, for the Approved, March 3, 1823. 
location and return of the surveys on other war- 
rants ; and that the surveys shall be returned to 
the General Land Office: Provided. That no loca- | A¥ 4¢ct supplementary to “An act for the better organ- 
tions, as aforesaid, in virtue of this or the preced- ization of the courts of the United States within the 
ing section of this act, shall be made on tracts of = nee ame: 
lands for which patents had previously been issued, | _ Be # enacted, §c., That, from final decrees or 
or which had been previously surveyed ; and any judgments in the district court of the northern dis- 
atent, which may nevertheless be obtained for | trict of the State of New York, there shall be an 
and located contrary to the provisions of this appeal to the circuit court in the southern district 
act, shall be considered null and void. | of said State, in the same manner, and upon the 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no holder | Same terms, as from other courts to their respec- 
of any warrant which has been, or may be located, | tive cireuit courts. ‘ 
shall be permitted to withdraw or remove the| Approved, March 3, 1823. 
same, and locate it on any other land, except in | 
cases of eviction, in consequence of a legal judg- | An Act further to prolong the continuance of the Mint 
ment first obtained, or unless it be found to inter- | at Philadelphia. 
ae a Soa re rer nor shall any | Be tt enacted, §c.. That the act entitled “An act 
ands er . by the United States, within | concerning the Mint,” approved March the third, 
rst boun poe a Pee be subject to| one thousand eight hundred and one, is hereby 
wae by the holder of any such unlocated | revived, and continued in force and operation for 
rrant. 


| the further term of five years, from the fourth day 
Approved, March 1, 1823. | of March next. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during 
the continuance of the Mint at the city of Philadel- 
phia, the duties which were enjoined on the com- 
missioner of loans for the State of Pennsylvania, 
by the second section of the act, entitled “An act 
concerning the Mint,” passed on the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and one, shall 
be performed by the collector of the port at Phila- 
delphia, for the time being. 

gc. 3. And be it further enacted, That, when 
any silver brought to the Mint for coinage shall 
require refining, the expense of the materials 
used in the process shall be deducted from the 
amount of the deposite; and that, when silver so 
deposited shall be of a quality superior to that of 
the legal standard of the silver coins of the United 
States, a deduction shall be made from the amount, 
equal to the expense of the copper necessary to re- 
duce it to the said standard, and that all such de- 
ductions be regularly accounted for, by the trea- 
surer of the Mint, to the Treasury of the United 
States. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act for the better organization of the district court 
of the United States within the State of Louisiana. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for the more convenient | 
transaction of business in the courts of the United 
States within the State of Louisiana, the said 
State shall be, and the same is hereby, divided 
into two districts, in manner following, to wit: | 
The counties of Attakapas, Opelousas, Rapide, | 
Natchitoches, and Ouachita, shall compose one | 
district, to be called the Western district of Lou- | 
isiana; and all the remaining part of the said 
State shall compose another district, to be called | 
the Eastern district of Louisiana; and all criminal | 
actions, or civil suits, which have arisen in the | 
Western district, together with all process, writs, | 
recognizances, and records, belonging thereto, | 
shall be transferred to the Western district; and | 
there shall be, annually, only three stated sessions | 
of the district court for the Eastern district, to be | 
held at New Orleans, on the third Mondays of 
November, February, and May; and there shall 
be, annually, one stated session of the said court 
in the Western district of the State, to be held at 
Opelousas courthouse, to commence on the third 
Monday of August; and the district judge ‘of the 
United States, for the State of Louisiana, is here- 
by authorized and required to hold special sessions 
of the said court, in the said Western district, for 


the trial of criminal or civil causes, whenever he | 


may deem it expedient: that all process, writs, 
and recognizances of every kind, whether respect- 
ing juries, witnesses, bail, or otherwise, which re- 
late to the cases to be tried at the said special ses- 
sion, shall be considered as belonging to such 
sessions, in the same manner as if they had been 
issued or taken in reference thereto: that any spe- 
cial session may be adjourned to any time, or 
times, previous to the next stated meeting of the 
distriet court: that all business depending for trial 
at any special court, shall, at the close thereof, be 
considered as of course removed to the next stated 


term of the district court: the said judge shall ap- 
point a clerk of the said court in the Western dis- 
trict, who shall reside, and keep the records of the 
court, at the place where the sessions of the court 
are held, and shall receive, for the services per- 
formed by him, the same fees and compensation 
that are allowed to the clerk of the said court of 
the Eastern district of the State, and shall be sub- 
ject, in every respect, to the same responsibilities. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate of the United States, 
be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint one person 
as marshal, and one as district attorney, for the 
said Western judicial district of the United States 
within the State of Louisiana, created by this act, 
and that the terms of appointment and service, 
together with the duties and responsibilities of the 
said marshal and district attorney, respectively, 
for the district aforesaid, be, in all respects, the 
same within their said district as the terms of ap- 
hy euegary and services, the duties and responsi- 
ilities of the marshal and district attorney, respec- 
tively, of the Eastern district of the State of 
Louisiana, and said marshal shall receive such 
fees and emoluments as are received by the mar- 
shal of the United States for the State of Louisi- 
ana, and said attorney an annual compensation of 
two hundred dollars, and the same fees and emol- 
uments as are allowed to the attorney of the Uni- 
ted States for the Eastern district of Louisiana. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act to alter the times of holding the district court 
of the United States for the district of Vermont. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the district court of the 
United States for the district of Vermont shall 
be hereafter holden on the sixth day of October, 
and on the twenty-fourth day of May, in each 
year, instead of the tenth day of October and 
twenty-seventh day of May, as is now required 
by law: Provided, That if either of the days pre- 
scribed by this act for holding said court shall be 
a Sunday, then the said court shall commence and 
be holden on the following day. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all pro- 
ceedings of a civil or criminal nature, now pend- 
ing in, or returnable to, said court, shall be pro- 
ceeded in by the said court, in the same manner 
as if no alteration of the time for holding said 
court had taken place. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act extending the time for issuing and locating 
military land warrants to officers and soldiers of the 
Revolutionary Army. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the time limited by the 
second, section of the act, approved on the twenty- 
fourth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, for issuing military land 
warrants to the officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
lutionary Army, shall be extended to the fourth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five; and the time for locating the unlo- 
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cated warrants shall be extended to the first day 
of October thereafter. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 








An Act to extend the time allowed for the redemption 
of lands sold for direct tax in certain cases. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the time allowed for the 
redemption of lands, which have been, or may be, 
sold for the non-payment of taxes, under the sev- 
eral acts, passed the second day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the ninth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, and the fifth day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, for laying and collect- 
ing a direct tax, within the United States, so far 
as the same have been purchased for, or on behalf 
of, the United States, be revived and extended for 
the further term of two years, from and after the 
expiration of the present session of Congress: 
Provided, That on such redemption, interest shall 
be paid, at the rate of twenty per centum per an- 
num on the taxes aforesaid, and on the additions 
of twenty per centum chargeable thereon; and 
the right of redemption shall inure as well to the 
heirs and assignees of the lands so purchased on 
behalf of the United States, as to the original 
owners thereof. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act vesting in the State of Virginia the right of 
the United States to all fines assessed for non-per- 
formance of militia duty, during the late war with 
Great Britain, within said State. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all right which the 
United States have to the fines assessed upon the 
citizens of the State of Virginia, for the non-per- 
formance of militia duty during the late war with 
Great Britain, shall be, and the same is hereby, 
vested in the said State. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all moneys 
in the hands of those who now are, or heretofore 
have been, marshals, or deputy marshals, which 
may have been collected from the fines aforesaid, 
after deducting the expense of collecting the same, 
and the cost of any suit or suits which may have 
been brought against said marshals, or deputy 
marshals, in consequence of the collection of said 
fines, shall be paid by them, respectively, to the 
Treasurer of said State. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
fines shall be recovered, by the said State, under 
such regulations, provisions, and restrictions, as 
shall be prescribed by the legislature thereof: Pro- 
vided, That if the provisions of this act are ae- 
cepted by the State of Virginia, that State shall 
indemnify the United States against any charge 
or charges which has already accrued, or which 
may hereafter be made, in consequence of the as- 
sessment and collection of said fines. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act for the erection of a monument over the tomb 
of Elbridge Gerry, late Vive President of the United 
States. 

Be tt enacted, &c., That the Superintendent of 





the Public Buildings be, and he hereby is, directeq 
to cause to be erected, in the burial ground of the 
city of Washington, a neat and appropriate mony. 
ment over the tomb of Elbridge Gerry, late Vico 
President of the United States, who died at Wash. 
ington, November twenty-third, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, with a suitable ip. 
scription on the same, stating the name, statiop 
age, and time of death, of the deceased. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated for the payment of 
the cost thereof, from any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to continue in force an act, entitled “ An act 
regulating the currency within the United States o/ 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, 
and Spain, and the crowns of France and five franc 
pieces,” passed on the 29th day of April, one thov- 
sand eight hundred and sixteen, so far as the same 
relates to the crowns of France, and five franc pieces, 
Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the act, en- 

titled “An Act regulating the currency within the 

United States of the gold coins of Great Britain, 

France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of 

France, and five france pieces,” passed on the 

twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight 

hundred and sixteen, as relates to the crowns of 

France, and five frane pieces, shall be, and the 

same hereby is, continued in force, for the further 

term of four years, from and after the fourth day 
of March next. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
remit the instalments due on certain lots in Shaw- 
neetown, in the State of Illinois. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to remit the instalments due, and to become 
due, on lots numbered eleven hundred and thir- 
teen and eleven hundred and fourteen, in Shaw- 
neetown, in the State of Illinois, and a patent or 
patents shall issue for the same, as in other cases ; 
which said lots are used as a public square. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to establish an additional Land Office in the 
Territory of Michigan. 

Be tt enacted, $c., That all the public lands in 
the district of Detroit, lying south of the boundary 
line between the third and fourth townships, south 
of the base line, except so much thereof as lies 
north of the river Huron, of Lake Erie, and all 
the public lands in the Territory of Michigan, to 
which the Indian title was extinguished by the 
Treaty of Chicago, shall be formed into a new 
land district; and, for the sale of the public lands 
within the district hereby constituted, there shall 
be a Land Office established at such place with 
the district as the President of the United States 
may designate. 
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Spc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be a Register of the Land Office, and a Re- 
wiver of Public Moneys, appointed by the Presi- 
jent of the United States, for the Land Office 
hereby created, to superintend the sales of public 
lands within said district, who shall give security 
in the same manner, in the same sums, and whose 
compensations, emoluments, and duties, and au- 
thority, shall in every respect, be the same, in re- 
lation to the lands which shall be disposed of at 
their office, as are, or may be, by law provided in 
relation to the Registers and Receivers of public 
moneys, in the severa! offices established for the 
sale of public lands. — 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the pro- 
visions of the third and fifth sections of the act, 
entitled “An act to designate the boundaries of 
istricts, and establish land offices for the disposal 
of the public lands, not heretofore offered for sale, 
in the States of Ohio and Indiana, approved March 
the third, one thousand eight hundred and nine- 
teen, be, and the same are hereby, made applica- 
ble to the district and office hereby created, so far 
as they are not changed by subsequent laws of the 
United States: Provided, That all such public 
lands, embraced within the district created by this 
act, which shall have been offered for sale to the 
highest bidder, at Detroit, pursuant to any procla- 
mation of the President of the United States, and 
which lands remain unsold at the taking effect of 
this act, shall be subject to be entered and sold at 

rivate sale by the Register of the Land Office 
aces created, in the same manner, and subject 
to the same terms, and upon like conditions, as 
the sales of said lands would have been subjected 
to in the land office at Detroit, had they remained 
attached to that office. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall take effect, and be in force, from and after 
the first day of May next ensuing the passage 
thereof. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 








An Act making the gold coins of Great Britain, Fra..ce, 
Portugal, and Spain, receivable in payments on ac- 
count of Public Lands. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, the following gold coins shall be 
received in all payments on account of public 
lands, at the several and respective rates follow- 
ing, and not otherwise viz: the gold coins of Great 
Britain and Portugal, of their present standard, at 
the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty- 
seven grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths 
pet pennyweight; the gold coins of France, of 


(heir present standard, at the rate of one hundred 
cents for every twenty-seven and a half grains, 


or eighty-seven and a quarter cents per penny- 
weight; and the gold coins of Spain, of their 


p resent standard, at the rate of one hundred cents 


lot every twenty-eight and a half grains, or eighty- 


four cents per penny weight. 
Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 


pause assays of the foregoing coins to be made at 
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the Mint of the United States, at least once in 
every year; and to make report of the result there- 
of to Congress. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act for clearing, repairing, and improving, certain 
roads, for the purpose of facilitating the transporta- 
tion of the United States mail. 

Be t% enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
cause to be cleared, repaired, and improved, the 
United States mail road from Nashville, in the 
State of Tennessee, to New Orleans, in the State 
of Louisiana: Provided, He shall not expend more 
than seven thousand nine hundred anv twenty 
dollars, in clearing, repairing, and improving, the 
same, and that the said sum shall be expended on 
that part of the road which may lie within terri- 
tory occupied by the Indians, and to which their 
title has not yet been extinguished. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act respecting Stamps. 


Be % enacted, §c., That, whenever any person 
or persons shall pay to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury the duty chargeable by the act entitled “ An 
act to establish a general stamp office,” passed on 
the twenty-third day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred, on any deed, instrument, 
or writing, on which the said stamp duty chargea- 
ble by law shall not have been paid, together with 
the further sum of ten dollars, and shall obtain a 
certificate thereof from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, such deed, instrument, or writing, shall be, 
to all intents and purposes, as valid and available, 
as if the same had been, or were, stamped, coun- 
terstamped, or marked, as by said law required ; 
any thing in any act to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall be, and continue, in force for the term of 
one year from the passage thereof, and no longer. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to authorize the building of lighthouses, light- 
vescels, and beacons, therein mentioned, and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c.. That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, empowered to pro- 
vide, by contract, for building lighthouses and 
light-vessels, erecting beacons and placing buoys 
on the following sites or shoals, to wit: A light- 
house on Baker’s Island, near Mount Desert, in 
the State of Maine; one on Monamoy Point, in 
the State of Massachusetts; a lighthouse on Goat 
Island, in the State of Rhode Island; a light- 
vessel, not to be under two hundred and fifty tons, 
on Cape Hatteras, in North Carolina; a light- 
house on Cape Romain, in the State of South 
Carolina; a lighthouse at or near the entrance of 
the harbor of Pensacola, for that part of the terri- 
tory known as West Florida; a lighthouse near 
Fort Gratiot, in Michigan Territory; a beacon 
on Hadrell’s Point, in the State of South Caro- 
lina; two light-vessels to be placed in the Bay of 
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Delaware, the one at or near the Brandywine 
Shoal, aud the other at or near the shoal called 
the Upper Middle; and also to agree for the sala- 
ries, wages, or hire, of the persons to be appointed 
by the President of the United States for the su- 
perintendence of the same: Provided, That no 
moneys shall be expended in erecting such light- 
houses, until the jurisdiction to such portions of 
land as the President of the United States shall 
select as the sites of the same, respectively, shall 
be ceded to, and the property thereof vested in, the 
United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the following sums of 
money, to wit: For building the lighthouse on 
Baker’s Island, two thousand five hundred dollars ; 
for one on Monamoy Point, three thousand dol- 
lars; for one on Goat Island, two thousand five 
hundred dollars; for an additional sum to com- 
plete the light-vessel authorized to be built by an 
act entitled “An act to authorize the building 
lighthouses therein mentioned, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed the seventh day of May, one thou- 
sanp eight hundred and twenty-two, for the State 
of New York, five thousand dollars; for an addi- 
tional sum to complete the lighthouse on Oldfield 
Point, in the same State, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars; for an additional sum to complete a 
tower for the light on Fort Niagara, in the same 
State, one thousand five hundred dollars; for 

lacing a lantern at Fort Delaware, in the River 
elaware, one thousand five hundred dollars; for 
completing the lighthouse on Cape May, in the 
State of New Jersey, a sum not exceeding five 


thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars; for |. 


placing a light-vessel at or near Cape Hatteras 
shoals, a sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand 
dollars; for building a lighthouse on Cape Ro- 
main, ten thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon 
‘on Hadrell’s Point, one thousand five hundred 
dollars ; for finishing the lighthouse near St. Au- 
gustine, in the territory of Kast Florida, the sum 
of five thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse 
at or near Pensacola, a sum not exceeding six 
thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse at 
F'ért Gratiot, three thousand five hundred dollars; 
and for building and placing two light-vessels in 
Delaware Bay, twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause such an examination and sur- 
vey to be made of the obstruction between the 
harbor of Gloucester and the harbor of Squam, in 
the State of Massachusetts, as may be requisite to 
ascertain the expediency of removing such ob- 
struction ; and the President is hereby authorized 
to cause such obstruction to be removed, by con- 
tract or otherwise, under the direction of the col- 
lector of the district of Gloucester, if, from the re- 
port of persons he may appoint to examine and 
survey the same, he shall deem it expedient ; and 
a sum, not exceeding six thousand dollars, is 
hereby appropriated for that purpose, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 











Src. 4, And be it further enacted, by the aitlias 
aforesaid, That the sum of one hundred Pe ff 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriate) 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury yo; 
otherwise appropriated, to enable the Presiden; of 
the United States to cause the entrance of the 
harbor of the port of Presque Isle, in Pennsy), 
vania, to be examined and surveyed by one of ih 
Topographical Engineers of the United Statcs 
whose duty it shall be to make a probable esi; 
mate of the expense of removing the obstructions 
and report on the best manner of removing them, 
and the effect of such removal on the channel in 
future, 
Approved March 3, 1823. 








An Act further to extend the provisions of the ac 
entitled “ An act supplementary to an act, entitled 

‘ An act for the relief of the purchasers of the pub- 

lic lands prior to the first July, one thoueand eigh; 

hundred and twenty.’” 

Be it enacted, §c., That all persons who shall 
produce satisfactory evidence to the register and 
receiver of the proper land office, that they were 
actually entitled to, and would have availed then. 
selves of, the provisions of the act entitled “ Ay 


act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act for § 


the relief of the purchasers of the public land 
prior to the first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty,’” approved April twentieth, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and 
their failure to do so was owing to such cause or 
circumstance as he could not control or prevent, 
shall be allowed until the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember next, to avail themselves of all the privi- 
leges, advantages, and provisions, of the said act, 
in the same manner they could have done prior 
to the thirtieth day of September last. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to amend an act entitled “ An act further t 
regulate the entry of merchandise imported into 
the United States from any adjacent territory.” 
Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the pas- 

sage of this act, every master or other perso 

having charge of a vessel, boat, canoe, or raft, ot 
the conductor or driver of any carriage, or sleigh, 
or other person bringing merchandise from any 
foreign territory adjacent to the United State, 
who shall neglect or refuse to deliver a manifest 
as is required in and by the act entitled “ An act 
further to regulate the entry of merchandise )m- 
ported into the United States from ar adjacent 
territory,” passed the second day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, shall be 
subject to pay, instead of the penalty of four hut 
dred dollars imposed by the first section of said 
act, four times the value of the merchandise‘! 
imported. - 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 11 an 
person or persons shall receive, conceal, or bv}; 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, knowing thet 
to have been illegally imported into the Unite! 

States, and liable to seizure by virtue of any at! 

in relation to the revenue, such person or perscl 





1409 


e_—_ 


=— 


shall, 
double 
or me 
chasec 
Sec 
person 
any of 
rson 
daty, | 
such ¢ 
hundr 
Sse 
vision 
tled “ 
on im 
of Ma 
dred | 
extent 
chand 
an ad 
Sx 
alties 
shall 
count 
entitle 
duties 
secon 
seven 
Ap 


An A 
tain 
vice 
Wa 
Be 

be au 

requit 
name 
after | 
the ae 
one tl 

“An 

to pre 

and | 

Revo 

Mare 

if suc 

ers, t 

furnis 

of sa 
he is 
able | 

his e 

trans 

with 
Se 
any | 

acts t 

son ¢ 

court 
denes 

any j 

distri 

perso 
reced 

‘aid | 





408 


ne, 


—- 


| fifty 
lated, 
Y not 
“ht of 
f the 
insyl. 
of the 
lates, 
 OSti- 
ions, 
hem, 
el in 


e act, 
ititled 
! pub- 
eight 


shall 
r and 
were 


hem- 
“ An 


tfor & 


lands 
eight 
tieth, 
, and 
Se OF 
vent, 
Sep- 
priv} 
! act, 
prior 


her te 
| into 


pas: 
erson 
ft, or 
leigh, 
| any 
tates, 
fest, 
n act 
e im- 
acent 
, one 
all be 
hun- 
* said 
ise $0 
f any 
; buy, 
them 
nited 
y acl 
»rsOD! 


‘409 APPENDIX. 1410 


A Aci lsh 
Public Acts of Congress. 








lineal eon 


chall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a sum | cant was, from bodily infirmity, unable to attend 
double the amount or value of the goods, wares, | such court; which schedule, and oath or affirma- 
or merchandise, so received, concealed, or pur- | tion, and certificate, shall, by said judge or justice, 
chased. ’ be produced in the court of which he is judge; 

Sze. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any | and the opinion of said court, of the value of the 

rson shall forcibly resist, prevent, or impede, | property contained in said schedule, shall be en- 
any officer of the customs or their deputies, or any | tered thereon, and certified by the clerk of said 

rson assisting them in the execution of their | court; and such schedule shall be valid for all the 
daty, such person, so offending, shall, for every | purposes contemplated by the acts aforesaid. 
such offence, be fined a sum not exceeding four| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no pen- 
hundred dollars. sion hereafter to be allowed on claims or schedules 

Ssc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the pro- | heretofore filed under the act or acts to which this 
visions of the forty-sixth section of the act enti-| act is a supplement, or under the provisions of 
led “An act to regulate the collection of duties | this act, shall commence before the passage there- 
on imports and tonnage,” passed the second day | of; and all other pensions hereafter to be allowed 
of March, Anno Domini one thousand seven hun- | under the acts aforesaid, shall commence from 
dred and ninety-nine, be, and they are hereby, | the time of completing the proof. 
extended to the case of goods, wares, and mer-| Approved, March 1, 1823. 
chandise, imported into the United States from 
an adjacent territory. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That all pen- 
alties and forfeitures, incurred by force of this act, 
shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and ac- 
counted for, in the manner prescribed by an act, 
entitled “An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage,” passed on the 
second day of March, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 








An Act supplementary to the Act, entitled ‘*An act to 
designate the boundaries of Districts, and establish 
Land Offices for the disposal of the Public Lands, 
not heretofore offered for sale, in the States of Ohio 
and Indiana.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That all the lands ceded and 
relinquished to the United States, by the Wea 
tribe of Indians, under the first article of the treaty 
held at Vincennes, on the eleventh day of August, 

eighteen hundred and twenty, and which is speci- 
| 





fied and designated by the second article of the 
treaty between the United States and the said 
tribe, concluded at St. Mary’s on the second day 
of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, be, 
and the same is hereby, attached to the Terre 
Haute district for the sale of public lands in the 
State of Indiana. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the 
public lands specified, designated, and embraced, 
within the first and second article of the treaties 
aforesaid, which have not been granted to, or 
secured for, the use of any individual or individu- 
als, or appropriated and reserved for any other 
purpose, by any existing treaties or laws, and, 
with the exception of section numbered sixteen, 
ret in each township, which shall be reserved for the 
if such person, so stricken from the list of pension- | support of schools therein, shall be offered for sale 
ers, has heretofore furnished, or hereafter shall | to the highest bidder, at the Land Office in the 
furnish, evidence, in pursuance of the provisions | Terre Haute District, under the direction of the 
of said act, to satisfy the Secretary of War that | Register of the Land Office and Receiver of Pub- 
e isin such indigent circumstances as to be un- | lic Moneys, on such day or days as shall, by pro- 
able to support himself without the assistance of | clamation of the President of the United States, 
his country, and that he has not disposed of, or | be designated for that purpose. The lands shall 
transferred, his property, or any portion thereof, | be sold in tracts of the same size, on the same 
with a view to obtain a pension. ‘| terms and conditions, and, in every respect, as 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, when | provided by the act, entitled “An act making 
any person, coming within the provisions of the | further provision for the sale of the public lands,” 
acts to which this is supplementary, shall, by rea- | approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred 
son of bodily infirmity, be unable to attend in | and twenty. 
court to make his schedule, and furnish the evi-| Src. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the Reg- 
dence by said acts required, it shall be lawful for | ister of the Land Office and Receiver of Public 
any judge or justice of a court of record in the | Moneys shall each receive five dollars for each 
district, city, county, or borough, in which such | day’s attendance in superintending the public 
person resides, to attend at his place of abode, and | sales of the land before described, according to the 
“eceive his schedule, and oath or affirmation, and | President’s proclamation. 


‘uid judge or justice shall certify that said appli-| Approved, March 3, 1823. 
17th Con. 2d Sess.—45 


An Act supplementary to the Acts to provide for cer- 
tain persons engaged in the land and naval ser- 
= of the United States in the Revolutionary 

ar. 

Be tt enacted, §c., That the Secretary of War 
be authorized, and he is hereby authorized and 
required, to restore to the list of pensioners, the 
name of any person who may have been, or here- 
after shall be, stricken therefrom, in pursuance of 
the act of Congress, passed the first day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, entitled 
“An act in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act 
'o provide for certain persons engaged in the land 
and naval service of the United States in the 
Revolutionary war,’ passed the eighteenth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen,” 
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An Act making appropriations for certain fortifications 
of the United States, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated, to wit: 

For fortifications to each, specially, as follows, 
viz: 

For Fort Delaware, fifty-eight thousand dollars. 

For Fort Washington, forty-six thousand dol- 

ars. 

; For Fort Monroe, one hundred thousand dol- 

ars. 

For Fort Calhoun, eighty thousand dollars. 
For collecting materials for a fortification at 


Mobile Point, in the State of Alabama, fifty thou- | 


sand dollars. 

For the Rigolets, and Chef Menteur, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

For collecting materials for, and progressing 
with, a fort on the right bank of the Mississippi, 
opposite Fort St. Philip, forty thousand dollars. 

or sopelting Fort Jackson, in the harbor of 
Savannah, eight thousand dollars. 

For contingencies and repairs of fortifications, 
twenty-six thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of small-arms for arming the 
whole body of the militia, in addition to the an- 
nual appropriation of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three for arming the militia, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For completing the barracks and other public 
buildings, at Baton Rouge, twenty-nine thousand 
one hundred and seventy-eight dollars seventy- 
seven cents. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act making appropriations for the Public Buildings. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following sums of 
money be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, 
to wit: 

For improving the grounds around the Capitol, 
one thousand dollars. 

For making the necessary alteration in the Rep- 
resentatives’ Hall, for the accommodation of the 
eighteenth Congress, the sum of one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For finishing the south portico to the Pres- 
ident’s House, the sum of nineteen thousand 
dollars. 

For an allegorical ornament for a clock for the 
use of the Senate, two thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said sev- 
eral sums of money be paid out of any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to authorize the Postmaster General to pay 
for certain repairs to the General Post Office, and 
to keep the engine-house, the fire engine, and ap- 
paratus, in repair. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That the Postmaster General 
be authorized to pay, out of the moneys arising 
from the postages of letters and packets, the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars and fifty-two 
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cents, being a balance due for repairs to the Gen. 
eral Post Office, and for procuring a fire engine 
under the provisions of the act of the seventeenth 
May, eighteen hundred and twenty. 

EC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pog. 
master General shall be authorized, out of the cop. 
tingent fund of said Department, to defray such 
expenses as may be necessary for keeping in je. 
pair the engine-house, the fire engine, and hose 
apparatus, belonging to said Department. 


Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to enable the proper accounting officers of th. 
Treasury Department to audit and settle the a. 
counts of the Surveyor of Public Lands in the Stai. 
of Illinois and Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas, 
for extra clerk hire in his office. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury shall be, and are hereby, 
authorized and required to audit and settle the ac. 
counts of the Surveyor of Public Lands, in the 
States of Illinois and Missouri, and Territory of 
Arkansas, for extra clerk hire in his office, for sur. 
veying executed before the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, 
and for which provision was not made by an al- 
lowance of mileage on the surveys of the public 
lands, under the act of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, of the third day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, and make him an al- 
lowance therefor, not exceeding the rate of clerk 
hire now allowed by law in the offices of the other 
Surveyors General, proportioned to the quantity 
of work done in each; and the amount so allow- 
ed, shall be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act providing for the accommodation of the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States for Washington 
county, in the District of Columbia, and for the 
preservation of the records of said court. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause to be purchased, and completely finished, in 
the City Hall, now building in the City of Wash- 


ington, permanent and suitableapartmentsforhold- | 


ing the sessions of the Circuit Court of the United 
States, for the county of Washingtion, in the 
District of Columbia, for the use of the grand and 
petit juries of the said county, for the offices of 
the clerk of the said court and the Marshal of the 
said District, and for the preservation and secut!- 
ty of the books, papers, and records, of the sald 
court, provided that the said purchase can be mace 
upon reasonable terms, and not exceeding the sum 
hereinafter appropriated. And for effecting the 
subject of this act, the sum of ten thousand do!- 
lars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, ou! 
of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise ap 
propriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ap 


propriation hereinbefore made, shall be expended, 


under the superintendence of the Commissioner 0! 
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the Public Buildings, in such manner as shall be 
jirected by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, so soon 
as the said apartments shall have been provided, 
the said cireuit court, and the said clerk’s and 
marshal’s offices, with all the books, papers, and 
records, thereunto belonging, shall be removed 
thereto; and no allowance of money for the rent 
of apartments for the use of the said court and of- 
fices shall thenceforth, or thereafter, be made out 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to establish an additional Land Office in the 
State of Missouri. 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the public 
lands of the United States as lies west of the 
range line dividing the twenty-third and twenty- 
fourth tiers of townships west of the fifth princi- 
pal meridian, in the present Howard land dis- 
trict, in the State of Missouri, shall form a land 
district for the disposal of the said lands, to be 
called the Western district; and a land office 
shall be established at Lexington, in the county of 
Lillard, for the disposal thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be a register and receiver appointed to the 
said office, to superintend the sales of the public 
lands in the said district, who shall reside at the 
place where said office is established, give security 
in the same manner and sums, and whose com- 
pensation, emoluments, duties, and authorities, | 
shall, in every respect, be the same, in relation to 
the lands to be disposed of at their offices, as are, 
or may be, by law, provided in relation to the 
registers and receivers of public moneys in the 
several offices established for the sale of the pub- 
lic lands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of April next, the division 
line between the St. Louis and the Jackson land 
districts, in the State of Missouri, shall be the 
township line between the townships number 
thirty-seven and thirty-eight; any thing in the 
former acts, creating land districts in the State of 
Missouri, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to authorize the purchase of a number of 
copies of the sixth volume of the Laws of the Uni- 
ted States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary for the 
Department of State be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to subscribe for, and receive, for 
the use and disposal of Congress, five hundred 
and fifty copies of the sixth volume of the Laws 
of the United States, published by Davis and 
Force, of the city of Washington, and cause to 
be distributed one copy thereof to the President 
of the United States, one copy to the Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, one copy to each,of 
the Heads of Departments, to the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, to each of the Senators 
and Representatives, and to each Delegate of 
Territories, of the Seventeenth Congress ; fifteen 
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copies to the Secretary of the Senate, for the use 
of the Senate, and thirty copies to the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, for the use of that 
House; one copy to each branch of the Legisla- 
ture of each State and Territory, and one copy 
to each of the Executives of the several States 
and Territories, and cause the residue to be depos- 
ited in the Library of Congress. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
eae aforesaid, the sum of two thousand two 
undred dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act to confirm certain claims to lots in the village 
of Peoria, in the State of Illinois. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That there is hereby granted 
to each of the French and Canadian inhabitants 
and other settlers in the village of Peoria, in the 
State of Illinois, whose claims are contained in a 


Edwardsville, in pursuance of the act of Con- 
gress, approved May the fifteenth, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, and who had settleda 
lot in the village aforesaid, prior to the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, and who have not heretofore received a 
confirmation of claims, or donation of any tract 
of land or village lot from the United States, the 
lot so settled upon and improved, where the same 
shall not exceed two acres; and where the same 
shall exceed two acres, every such claimant shall 
be confirmed in a quantity not exceeding ten acres: 
Provided, Nothing in this act contained shall be 
so construed as to affect the right, if any such 
there be, of any person or persons to the said lots, 
or any part of them, derived from the United 
States, or any other source whatever, or as a 
pledge on the part of the United States, to make 
good any deficiency occasioned by any other in- 
terfering claim or claims. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the surveyor of the public lands of 
the United States for that district, to cause a sur- 
vey to be made of the several lots, and to desig- 
nate on a plat thereof the lot confirmed aud set 
apart to each claimant, and forward the same to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall cause 
patents to be issued in favor of such claimants, 
as in other cases. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act concerning the lands to be granted to the 
State of Missouri, for the purposes of education, 
and for other public uses. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, in all cases in which 
section number sixteen, in any township within 
the State of Missouri, has been sold, or otherwise 
disposed of, it shall be the duty of the register and 
receiver of the respective land office in whose 
district such land may lie, so soon after the pas- 
sage of this act as may be, to select the like quan- 
tity of other lands equivalent thereto, from any 
of the unappropriated lands of the United States 
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in that State, including the residue of such sec- 
tion, where only a part of it has been disposed of, 
and the value of the residue is not materially di- 
minished by such disposition, and as nearly con- 
tiguous to such sixteenth section as may be; and 
a descriptive entry of such selected lands shall be 
made on the books of the register, specifying as 
well the township in which, as that for the use of 
which, the selection shail have been made; and 
the lands thus selected and located, are hereby 
granted to the said State, for the use of the inhab- 
itants of the respective townships, for the use of 
schools, instead of such sixteenth sections so sold 
or otherwise disposed of. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases in which the General Assembly of the State 
of Missouri has selected, or shall hereafter select, 
a salt spring, for the use of the State, according 
to the provisions of an act of Congress of the 
sixth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, and the six sections of unappropriated 
lands cannot be found adjoining to such spring, 
agreeably to the provisions of said act, the defi- 
ciency shall be supplied by the selection of other 
sections equivalent thereto, and not further dis- 
tant than six miles therefrom, of unappropriated 
lands of the United States in that State, and as 
ae adjoining to such spring as may be, shall 
be subject to the selection of the Legislature of 
the State for the use thereof; and such sections, 
when so selected and located, are hereby granted 
according to the provisions of said act; and au- 
thenticated copies of the selections made by the 
register and receiver, under the provisions of this 
act, shall be furnished the State, and returns 





transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, of 


the selections now made, and of those to be made, 
immediately after such selections shall have been 
made, either by the register and receiver, or by 
the Legislature of the State. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act supplementary to “An act relating to the 
ransom of American captives of the late war.” 


Be it enacted, &c., That the act, entitled “An 
act relating to the ransom of American captives 
of the late war,” passed the first day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, be so 
construed as to embrace within its provisions all 
officers, soldiers, and persons, attached to, and 
followers of, the Army of the United States, who 
were captured and made prisoners by the enemy, 
and who were ransomed during the late war with 
Great Britain; and that the proper accounting 
officer of the War Department be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to adjust and 
settle the accounts of any person, his assigns or 
his legal representatives, who may have pur- 
chased and ransomed from captivity any citizen, 
officer, soldier, or other person aforesaid, upon 
equitable principles: Provided, The evidence pro- 
duced in support of such accounts shall be the 
best in the power of the claimant, and sufficient 
to satisfy the accounting officer of the justice of 
the claim: Provided, also, That, in no case shalla 
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allowed for the ransom of any one person. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shajj 
be the duty of such accounting officer, and he js 
hereby authorized and required, to adjust and set. 
tle the accounts of any person, his assigns, or his 
legal representatives, who shall have furnished 
proper and necessary articles of clothing to, ang 
for the use of, any citizen, officer, soldier, or othe 
person, purchased and ransomed from captivity 
during the late war with Great Britain aforesaid: 
Provided, It shall be satisfactorily proved, and 
made to appear, to such accounting officer, that 
the apparel and clothing so furnished were neces- 
sary, at the time, to the mys support, and com- 
fort, of the person ransomed; and that the arii- 
cles charged were applied to the clothing of such 
prisoners, and to no other purpose whatever. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all sums 
of money to be audited and allowed under this 
act, and the act to which this is an amendment, 
shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury 

| not otherwise appropriated. 
| Approved, March 3, 1823. 


= sum than one hundred and fifty dollars bp 





| An Act to establish.a National Armory on the Wes- 
ern waters. 

| Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
| United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
| employ a skilful engineer or officer of the Ordnance 
| Department, with such other person or persons as 


| 


| he may judge proper, to examine the most suitable 


| site fora National Armory on the Western waters; 
and that the said engineer, and such other person 
| or persons, be requested to report the result of thei 
| examinations to Congress at the commencement 
of its next session, particularly designating the 
sites by them examined, with the comparative aé- 
vantages of each, and an estimate showing the 
| amount necessary for purchasing each, and erect- 
| ing all necessary buildings thereon. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
| of five thousand doilars be, and the same is hereby, 
| appropriated, to effect the object of this act. 
Approved, March 3, 1823. 





An Act for the relief of James Rees, of New York, one 
of the sureties of Joseph H. Rees, deceased, late 
assistant deputy Paymaster General in service of 
the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and directed to settle the 
accounts of Joseph H. Rees, deceased, late assis- 
tant deputy Paymaster General, in service of the 
| United States, upon the principles of justice and 
| equity ; and to allow to James Rees, one of the 
| sureties of said deceased, such credits as he may 
| prove himself entitled to, in consequence of pay- 
|ments actually made to troops in service of the 
| United States during the life time of said deceased: 
| Provided, however, That no allowance shall be made 
| in thesettlement aforesaid, greater than the amount 
for which the said surety, James Rees, is now held 
liable to the United States. 
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Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the suit| each session of Congress, a table or statement, 
now pending in the district court of the United | showing the names and compensation of the clerks 
States, for the northern district of New York, | employed in their respective offices, and the names 
against James H. Rees, and Gerritt L. Dox, sure-| and compensation of the messengers of the res- 
ties of Joseph H. Rees, deceased, as aforesaid, be, | pective Houses; together with a detailed state- 
and the same is hereby, suspended till the settle- | ment of the items of expenditure of the contingent 
ment directed in the first section of this act shall | fund of the respective ease for the next imme- 
be fully completed. | diately preceding year; in which statement the 

Approved, March 3, 1823. | disbursements shall be arranged under the follow- 
| ing heads, to wit: First, printing; second, station- 
; : ; ery, and distinguishing under this head the arti- 

An Act respecting the punishment of Piracy. | cles furnished for the use of the members, from 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the pas-| those furnished for the offices of the Secretary 
sage of this act, the district court of the United and Clerk, and specifying the number of reams of 
States, in districts where no circuit courts are} each kind of paper; third, book-binding ; fourth, 
holden, shall have cognizance of all cases arising} fuel ; fifth, newspapers, specifying under this head 


under the act of Congress, approved May fifteenth, | the amount of orders given at the preceding ses- 


one thousand eight hundred and twenty, entitled | 
“An act to continue in force an act to protect the | 
commerce of the United States, and punish the! 
crime of piracy ; and also, to make further provi- | 
sion for punishing the crime of piracy,” and shall | 
have the same power and jurisdiction therein, as'| 
the circuit courts of the United States, under the | 
same act. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 


An Act for the relief of James B. Hogan. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, required, with the’ 
assent of the surety of John B. Hogan, to stay all 
further proceedings in any suit or suits, commenced | 
in the district court of the United States for the) 
District of Alabama, against John B. Hogan, late | 
a paymaster in the service of the United States, | 
and his surety, until the end of the next session of | 
Congress, and until the final adjustment of the | 
claims of the officers and volunteers engaged in | 
the late campaign against the Seminole Indians, | 
for horses and other property lost. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolution requiring from the Secretary of the Senate | 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives an an- 
nual statement of the expenditures from the con- 
tingent fund of the two Houses. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and 
they are hereby, required to lay before the two 

ouses, respectively, at the commencement of 


sion, as well as the payments made; sixth, the 
post offices; seventh, the repairs and preservation 
of the furniture; eighth, services of the messen- 
gers and horses; ninth, miscellaneous items not 
included under the preceding heads. Which 
statements shall exhibit, also, the several sums 
drawn by the said Secretary and Clerk, respect- 


| ively, from the Treasury, and the balances, if any, 


remaining in their hands. 
Approved, March 1, 1823. 


Resolution to diréct the withholding of the compensa- 
tion of certain prize agents. 

Resolved, §c., That, from and after the first day 
of July, next ensuing, no prize agent who has not 
accounted for the prize moneys with which he 
has heretofore been intrusted for the benefit of the 
officers and crews of any public armed vessel or 
vessels of the United States, shall receive from 
the Treasury of the United States any salary or 


| compensation to which he may be entitled, until 


he shall have accounted for, or repaid into the 
Treasury, all sums so intrusted to him for dis- 
bursement. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 


Resolution granting to the Washington Library a copy 
of the Public Documents, Laws, and Journals. 
Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of State be, 

and he is hereby, directed to furnish to the Wash- 

ington Library, from any surplus copies in the 

Department of State, or in the Library of Con- 

gress, a copy of the Laws of the United States, the 

Journals of Congress, Documents, and State Pa- 

pers, heretofore published, and to furnish, annu- 

ally, to the said Library, a copy of all Documents, 


| Journals, Laws, and State Papers, which shall 


| be hereafter published by the authority of Con- 
| gress. 
. Approved, March 3, 1823. 





